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ADVERTISEMENT. 


At the last Session of the Conference, Iiekl on Wednesday, 
>Septeniher 2iul, T. I^ercivae IJi ntino, Usq., moved, J. S. 
lii.Ai KWoun, Ksq., LL.l),, seconded: — 


“ That a Comniitteo, c«ln8i^ting of the fi»lh»w in;r j‘crsons, be appointed to prepare 
and pid»li»Ii a Digest of the Proceeding's of the C'onfeo iue 

Sir (‘uiliiitf Kardley Smith, Kcv. Dr. M nrison, 

IU*v. Kdwanl Ilickcrsti tli, Kov. G. Osborn, 

Kov. Dr. .liibiz Ibirns, Ui v. Joljn .Scott, 

Uc\. W. M. Ituntino, U<-v. Dr, .Stcano, 

Ufv. W. Hcvan, Ucv, A. S. Tltclwall, 

U*‘v. \\'. Cliafincrs. itcv. .Mircrnon Wells." 

Itcv. .1, II. Hinton, 


(.'arrii'd. 

llfv, \V, M. Jli'.NTiNt; niovod, Uev. Owen Ci.arkk t-eciiiuled ; — 


'I'lnit Ki-v. K. Oraiit bo aibU-il to the Cbnnmittce npjtointed to snpeiintenil the 
publicalioM of the l’roeoedin>;s of the Conference," 

< 'nrriod. 


The (’oiiiiiiitU'O appoiiitod li_v tlio Conference wlitcli formed the 
Kviiiijjerieid Alliance, to snjterintend and publish a Digest of the 
prot’eedings of that Hotly, at its Meetings, held from August 19th 
to September 2nd, inclusive, do hereby authorize the present pub¬ 
lication. wbieb lias been jirepared by Kditors selected by them. 

'J'lie (Nimmittoe intieh regret, that—as the duty of Editorial 
Hevision was found much more onerous than could have been 
anticipated—the issue of the vtdumo has been very considerably and 
undesirably delayed. They trust, liowevor, that its general ac¬ 
curacy will, in some measure, compensate for this delay. 

By direction of the (^m 1 mittee, 

(Signed) Cri.i.iNo Eakdley S.mith, 

Chairman. 


F, {>. r>l/,, 1H47. 




It is expected that a Report of the Proceedings of the Con¬ 
ference, held at Manchester in Noremher last, for the Formation 
of the British Organization, tcill be published in a few days. 
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EVANGELICAI. ALLIAISTE 


.'luijusl With. 181(i. 


FIU8T J)AV--.AIOHXIXG SESSIOX. 


Tin; Alonibcrsof tlic ront'oronce. hail como from all parts of 
(iri'al: Ilritaiti and Irolaiiil, ami frnm various Foreign Countries, to 
<k*lihcra(i‘ on the i'oniialioii of an “ livangolical Allianci*,” asseni- 
bli’d in Fl•l•c‘nla^on^s Hall, (irvat Queen Street, to the number of 
about eiirlit biimlred. on \\'edne,'day morning, August IDth. The 
proceedings were coniinenced at a few minutes after 10 o'clock, by 
Hev. Dr. JlcNTiNf:. rising to move :— 

“ 'I'liat tlio llov. IMn-.'oil llickirstvlli jirosiile over tlic Devotioiail Exercises." 

Dr. HrNTiNi;.—Dear and honoured Brethren, I think I shall 
have your nnaninion.s eoncurrence, in proposing that a friend, who 
has been with ns from the beginning—also had much to do in 
originating and heljnng forward this movement—and whom it has 
Jileased Divine I’roiidence, after a very serious accident and conse- 
ipienl illness, to restore to a measure of liealth and activity—the 
Kev. Edward Bickerstelh—bo reijuested to preside over the de¬ 
votional exercises of this morning, 

Bev. Dr. Moihson. —I have unfeigned sntisfiictioii in seconding 
that Besolution. (Carried unanimously.) 

The CiiAinM.\N gave out the lOdth Psalm (old version), which 
was sung by all present. He then read Psalm cxxxiii. and 
part of the 17th chapter of St. .lolin. after which 

Bev. J. ANr,i;M. (in the absence of Bev. Adolphe Monod, 

of the French Beformed Church), engaged in prayer. 



EVAXCtEI-IC-Vr^ AI.EIANCE. 


The Chairman then gave out Hymn 62, of the first book of 
Dr, Watts’s Hymns, after which 

Rev. Dr. S. 11. Cox, of New York, engaged in prayer. 

The Chairman then addressed the iMeeting, and said :— 
Honoured and beloved Fathers and Brethren, I feel unworthy 
of that position in which you have placed me. I feel deeply in¬ 
competent to its duties. I feel the solemn responsibility of opening 
such a meeting as that which is now assembled. For thirty years I 
have met ditferent Religious Societies which have assembled in this 
room; but never before did my eyes witness such a scene—never 
before did my heart rejoice in such an assembly as is now gathered 
together. To our God be all the glory. I feel for myself per¬ 
sonally, that I could not have been here at this time (though I 
might have been, I trust, with my Saviour, in the realms of bliss 
and glory), had it not been for the prayers u’hich have been poured 
forth by hundreds and thousands of dear brethren, whom I have 
never seen in the ilesh. God has graciously rai.sed me from the 
borders of the grave ; and I rejoice in the privilege of meeting my 
beloved brethren on this occasion, painful as it may be to my 
ou n personal feelings to take the post to which you have called me. 
'When our beloved brother, 3Ir. James, opened the meeting at 
Liverpool—that evcr-memorable meeting with which our work of 
love began—he said he would us give “ the key-note of Love 
and well was that key-note responded to by every speaker. And 
as that key-note was given, our God gave ns Truth with Love, and 
united our hearts in the great Truths of the Gospel which w'e hold 
in common. May I suggest another key-note for our meeting at 
this time ? the key-note of Praise and Thanksgiving to God ; 
giving glory to him and exalting our one Redeemer. This may 
seem in many respects inconsistent with our present position. I 
strongly feel—I know my beloved brethren feel—that we all need 
much deeper humiliation before God; much more abasement of a 
contrite spirit before him, in order to deepen and extend our union. 
We are also surrounded by mighty foes on every side; we know 
that we wrestle, not merely against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities and powers, and spiritual wickedness in high places. 
We are exposed to the attacks of the open enemies of our 
Redeemer, increasing and strengthening as they sec ns more united 
and combined ; wliile our union, delightful as is the progress which 
has been made, is but a feeble beginning. Why, then, should we 
open with the key-note of praise ? I rej)ly, I believe, that not only 
my heart, but all our hearts overflow with thankfulness to God for 
what he has already done fur us. We see in every step of our 
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proceedings that He has been present with us. He has extricated us 
out of difficulties : He has marvellously appeared for us from time 
to time : and He has especially, in all our meetings, given us the 
spirit of brotherly love. Let us glorify His Name for it. By 
offering praise we glorify Him ; and if we abound in praises, he 
will give us with it deep hnmiliati«m. And while we glorify our 
God—and come into his presence to praise his Name and tell of 
his goodness to us, let us be abased in the sense of our own 
unworthiness and unprofitableness. When Jehoshaphat went 
against his enemies, and when the assembled army began to 
praise the Lord, then the Lord gave them the victory; and the 
place was called Berachah, or ble.ssing. At the dedication of 
Solomon’s Temple, when the .singers were as one in praising the 
Lord, then the glory of the Lord filled the temple of the Lord. 
Oh, what cause we have for praise at every step in our way ! How 
delightful it is to think, that we have here gathered together the 
])rincipal movers in this good work from the very beginning! 
Those, into whose hearts, for more than twenty years, God has put 
a desire to labour for the union of his people, are now assembled, 
with one accord, with hope of a joyful conclusion ! What glory 
should wo give to God, for bringing our beloved Brethren from 
Foreign Countries—travelling so many thousands of miles, unhurt 
and uninjured, to unite with us in this great object! What 
glory should we give to God, for the grace he has given us, 
to submit to one another in the fear of God, in our different 
meetings! I have never scon, in all my experience, more 
ble.ssed manifestations of that precept, “submit yourselves to one 
another in the fear of God and, “ the spirits of the prophets 
arc subject to the prophets.” What thanks and glory should 
we render to Him, for that glowing love towards one another which 
He has put into our hearts, in endeavouring to advance this cause ! 
And can we doubt but that He who hath helped us hitherto, will 
helj) us, will j)ardon us, w'ill pity us, will direct us, even to the end ? 
We may thank him for coming victory, even as Jehoshaphat, before 
the battle, thanked God for the coming victory, and gave him the 
glory. Let us then praise his Holy Name ; let the spirit of joy and 
praise animate our meetings; and may the Holy Ghost, in all his 
rich effusion, in His plenitude of grace, descend upon us in our 
meetings! May the primitive state of the Church again be 
realised! and may the multitude of them that believe be of one 
heart and of one soul! 

Rev. Db. Stkane stated the order proposed for the transaction 
of business. 

B 2 
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Rev. Dr. Buchanan.— Mr, Bickcrsteth and Christian Brethren, 
I am sure the motion I have requested to propose will meet 
with the immediate and cordial apj)robation of every gentleman 
present. We must all lu? aware how much of the comfort, the 
propriety, and the efficiency of the proceedings of tfiis important 
assembly will, under God, depend upon the competency of tlie 
Chairman ; on his intelligence, his Christian feeling, bis thorough 
appreciation of tlio delicacies and difficulties of the momentous 
circumstances in which God has called us together. And I think 
we are happy in possessing among us a gentleman who meets these 
necessities; and who already, in the ])rccediiig tionfereiices, which 
led to this important assembly, has exhibited all theqiialifictitions— 
and these of a very high order—which could Ik- desiderated in tin’s 
important office. I beg therefore to jirojtose,— 

“That Sir Culling EarJley Smith, Bart., he requested to preside over the delibe¬ 
rations of the Conference at its present sitting.” 

Rev. John Johuan, —Dear and reverend brethren, I need, I am 
sure, add nothing to flie observ-ations wliicli have been already made 
by Dr. Buchanan in proposing that Sir C. E. .Smith take the chair. 
I will, however, make a single observation on the subject, and that, 
is, that one who has deservedly obtained so much honour in all the 
Churches is the best fitted to jireside over such an assembly as this, 
composed, as it is, of member.s of all the Churches. 

The Resolution was carried ttiiaiiimously. 

Sir Culling Eardlev S.mitii, Bart., on taking the Chair, 
said, Brethren, I feel myself jierfectly overwhelmed by the position 
in which I stand. Would that I could convey to your minds, (and 
why may I not hope to do so ?) something of the enthusiasm which'I 
feel in witnessing this great assembly. -And how have I imbibed 
this enthu.siasni ? I have endeavoured, (I hope I am not wrong in 
saying so,) to place myself where my .Savionr is; and I liavc con¬ 
sidered, humbly I conceive, what must he His feelings in looking 
down on this assembly. Brethren, is it wrong to say, tliat when 
our Saviour’s eyes witnessed your entrance into this rinim, ho 
witnessed a sight, that, since the early days of Christendom, has not 
been presented to the eye.s of God or man ? Am I wrong in saying, 
that when we joined in singing that hymn togetlier, it came up from 
an aggregate of voices and countries, which never liefore liud swelled 
together the song of praise and triumph to our God and Saviour f 
Brethren, I rejoice to think of the solemnity, the grandeur, the 
nobleness of the object, and of the hajipiness of the circumstances 
under which we have been brought together to day. But may I 
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be permitted to add one or two grounds of congratulation, which 
occur to myself, and may easily suggest themselves to you. Brethren, 
when you kindly desired that I should occupy this chair, I felt that 
tluat desire was the enihodinient of a principle, and that principle is 
this, that to day we have a combination of ministers and laymen in 
Christian conference ; and in this resj)ect we differ from any assem. 
hliesof the Christian Church, which liave been held at other periods. 
We come together honouring, I hope, the Christian Ministry, and 
rejoicing in the grandeur of that office ; yea, I am ready to believe, 
no office on earth is a worthy type of it. I believe that the captain 
of a vessel, the highest officer of a municipality, nay, the sovereign 
of a country, would not be disgraced by being compared to a 
Christian Minister, when he is, as he ought to he, the representative 
ami voice <if a loving congregation. Dear brethren, honouring the 
Christian Ministry as I do, I rejoice to feel that this is an as.sem- 
hlage of ministers and laymen too ; so that, whatever results and 
conclusions go forth from this meeting, they will not appear as the 
sentiments of one portion or the other, but iis the combined voice 
of the Christian Church. Brethren, there is another delightful 
feeling in my mind to day, and that is, that, if we succeed in this 
experiment, the Church will be entering upon a new course. It is 
the first experiment which has been marie to combine together the 
interests of Truth and of Love. In former times endeavours have 
been made to maintain the interests of Truth ; but never yet has 
there been a systematic endeavour to combine the interests of Truth 
and those of Love,—as I Iiope tliey will be combined on this occasion. 

After a brief illustration of this combination drawn from the 
order of tlie Sidar System, the Chairman thus proceeded :— 

Brethren, after the heart-stirring address which you have heard 
from my friend who preceded me, and with the important business 
which lies before you, it would be unbecoming in me to detain you any 
longer on this occasion. I woijld otily remind you of the eyes that 
are uj>on yon. I have spoken of our Saviour God, who is looking 
down upon you : let me remind you, that the eyes of a jealous 
world are upon you. And, on the other hand, that the prayers of the 
church—a loving church—are poured forth on our behalf. At the 
very moiuent at which we are now meeting, our friends are nteeting 
in various parts of the world, in the east, west, north, and south ; 
and united prayers are going up to heaven, that the gracious Spirit 
of Go<l may guide us into all truth. My friends, what a delightful 
feeling is this ! And is there not another class of eyes which m.ay 
be said to be upon you ? Is not the eye of the Jew upon you ? 
Are not the eyes of the Heathen upon you ? They know not yet 
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of your meeting; but upon the result of your meeting much of 
their interests may be suspended. If you are able to arrive at 
united conclusions, what blessings may you not be the means of 
spreading among those to whom I have referred ? But, Brethren, 
there are other eyes upon us. We have reason to think, that no such 
gathering as this could take place, and principalities, and po« ers, 
and evil spirits, not be watching for our halting; and we cannot 
doubt that they would triumph, if the spirit of love should fail, or 
the spirit of wisdom not be granted to ns. And out of the Church 
Angels learn lessons of wisdom (Eph. iii. 10); we cannot then 
doubt but that the eyes of Angels are directed towards us. And, 
with all these thoughts pressing u|ion us, let us think of the solem¬ 
nity of the cireuni-stances under which we meet ; and I do not doubt 
but tliat that gracious God, who has brought us together from every 
part of the habitable globe, will cause us to come to united con¬ 
clusions : so that, for this lOtli day of .August lll-lt!, coming gene¬ 
rations of the Lord’s people may have cause to glorify his Name. 
Thinking, Brethren, that 1 have already detained you too long, I 
now introduce to you the first question—a very important question — 
which demands your attention: it refers to the admission of 
reporters. I liavc received communication, alreaily, from the jiro. 
prietors of one newspaper, to request that a ro[)orter may 1 m? 
present. 

Rev. Dr. Massie then rose, and pointed out that, considetiiig on 
the one hand tlie plan which had been adhered to in the jireceding 
meetings at Liverpool and Birmingham ; and on the other, tlie exiieri- 
tnental character of this Conference, composed of Christians of variou.s 
denominations and from various parts of the world,—unexperienced 
in one another’s habits of conducting busines.s, and even in one 
another’s phra.seoh)gy,—the Provisional Committee had deemed it 
desirable, without presuming to dictate to the Conference, to submit 
the propriety of adopting a Re.solution which would secure to 
the members an unrestrained freedom in all their ileliherutiims and 
communications; which could not be .so coinfortahly realized, if the 
reporters of the public press were admitted, and thus reports of our 
proceedings were published, over which tve had no control. It was 
therefore earnestly recommended to this meeting to adojit the 
following Resolution :— 

That, in the juilgcmcnt of this Confurctico, it is cslrcnicly imdcsinibic for any 
report of their proceedings to Iw giyon to the puiilie, except under their own 
direction ; and they express their confidence, th.at none of tlieir own tncnilK*rs 
will furnish materials for such a purpose to any ncwspajier whatever." 
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This did not prevent Brethren from taking notes for themselves, 
or from comparing tliosc notes witli the authorized report of the 
proceedings when published. Nor would it prevent them from 
stilting in their correspondence, what they thought of the pro¬ 
ceedings and results of this peculiar gatliering together of Bretliren 
in Christ Jesus : but it jiroposed to restrain members of the Con¬ 
ference from all publication of its proceedings, during its con¬ 
tinuance, and all communications to Newspapers, till its own report 
is pfflilished. 

Rev. Dr. Rakkeks, entirely concurred witli his friend Dr. Massie, 
and briefly seconded the resolution. 

Rev. F. A. Cox, of Hackney, felt himself under a solemn re¬ 
sponsibility to lay before the Meeting a ditferent view of the subject. 
He could not at all agree to tlie jiroposal now made. He allowed 
that this was not strictly a ]iublic meeting; but neither could it be 
considered as a private meeting of committee. The world was 
looking upon our proceedings with strong feelings of interest. It was 
substantially a Public .Meeting; ami be thought that, both <in the 
ground of expediency and on the ground of right, these meetings ought 
to be open to the reports of individuals connected with the press; that 
no danger was to he ap|)reliended from such a course ; that great 
ami iinportaiit benefits might result from tlie wi‘rkl being informed 
at once of the nature of our proceedings ; that it miglit he ex¬ 
pected to do good both to our eaeuiies and our friends, through¬ 
out the length ami breadth of the land; that even false ami 
unfriendly reports would give occasion to the wider cireulalioii of 
the real facts, ami would ultimately tend to our advantage. More¬ 
over, he thought that the Church had a riglit to know, not only the 
conclusions at which the Conference arrived, hut the processes of 
thought by wbieb they were brought to tliose conclusions, and to 
understand what we were doing, even wbile it was being done. 
He would, therefore, move, as an Amendment :— 

“ That, in the jiulKcmcnt of this Conference, it is desirable tliat the reporters of the 
press be lulniittiHl to its ilcliberatinns." 

Rev. Dr. Rkacmoxt took the same view, and argued in sup¬ 
port of the Amendment. 

Rev. J. Anoki.l Ja.mes de])reeated further diseussioti, and was 
di.sposed to vote for the original .Motion. 

Rev. Dr. Bustino concurred. lie gave Dr. Cox full credit for his 
argumentative speech ; but be tliotigbt that, if it proved anything, 
it proved too much ; and would tend to .set aside and nullify all the 
arrangements which had been so carefully matle, from first to last, 
to prevent any but Members of the Conference from being present. 
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Rev. Phofessor Emory submitted that it niijilit be better to 
withdraw the Amendment, and meet the orijiinal IMutiun with a 
simple negative, which would leave tliem open to applications from 
particular papers. 

This was followed by expressions t«f dissent, and cries of •• Ques¬ 
tion.” 

The Chairman then put Dr Cox’s Amendment, for which 111 
hands were held up, and then tlic tuiginal diotion, which was 
carried by a very lartre majority. 

The vote had no sooner been taken than Dr. IlicKn addressed 
the Chairman, for the purpose of drawing attention to Professor 
Emorv’s suggestion, which virtually soiiglit to ohllterate tlic origi¬ 
nal Resolution, and to introduce in its stead another ])ropi)sition, to 
the effect, that reporters might be athiiitted by applying for that 
privilege. 

Several mem bens of the ConfiTenee expressed their opinion lli.it. 
as the original Resolution had been put, .aid carried by so large a 
majority, no further amendment or uiscus^ieii nas ioiml'silde. 

The Chairman wished, if hi' erreil at all, to err on the siile of 
leniency, rather th'.in of strict adherence to rule ; he would, tlure- 
fore, again put the original motion proposed l.y Dr. Massie ; u iiich 
was carried. 

Rev. Dr. Stkanu. —The Conference will lunt proceed to nomi¬ 
nate Brethren for the three cht^'cs of ('li.iirnicn ; the lirst class of 
Chairmen to preside over the DhuHohuI K.n ici.ff.s; the seeoud, 
over the Business Pruccediti^s; and fh(! third over the Puhlic 
Meetings. 

R. C. L. Bf.van, Ksr|. niovi'd t!ie tdllowiiig Ri'soliition, which 
was seconded by A. C. Di Ni.oe, l-bip of Liverpool ;— 


“That the umlernientionc-d gentlimcn he a il-t, oat ul' Hdiicli Ctiairmcn niav be 
chosen to {ircsid,; over the Devotional lixereisi s of the (.'onfereiice 


Rev. E. Biekersteth. 

Rev. Dr. Uuiiting. 

Rev. Dr. F. Cox. 

Rev. Dr. Raffles. 

Rev. P. Latrobe. 

Rev. J. .A. .Jiimcs. 

Rev. Dr. John Brown. 

Rev. Dr. Ward law. 

Rev. Dr. II. Brey. 

Rev. James Haldane Stewart. 


Ri'V. U. \\. Kyle, 

Ht'v. Dr. Drew, 
itov. Dr. UrHick. 

Ui v. Dr. lliil. 

lion, and Iti v. II. W. \oel. 
Rov. Dr. Byrtlr. 

Itov, W . A diet ton. 

Hi V. l)r. .S_*'ntiti;;tfin, 

Hev. \V. .lay, 

Ri.'V. Thomas Uinney.” 


(Carried.) 
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A Gentleman enquired whether it was intended that any of the 
American Brethren should preside? 

Rev. W. Bkvan. —It was deemed most desirable to leave the 
ndilition tif the names of Brethren of other Countries, until it was 
known who had arrived. lie would therefore move, 

“ TImt the list l>e rtferrod to a Committee, to be hereafter named, with instructiona 
to <id<I the nanus of some of the Brethren from other Countries. The Com¬ 
mittee to report at a subse<|iient aitting of the Conference.” 

This was seconded by the Rev. (j. Osborn, and carried. 

Rev. Dr. Brown, of Aberdeen, moved :— 

“ That the iiriilermcntioncd gentlemen be a list, out of which Chairmen may be chosen 
to prcsiile over the Deliljcrations of the Conference;— 

Sir Culling Kardicy Smith, Bart. Captain Vernon Marcourt. 

.John llinderson, K^i. J. S. Blackwood, E-'q., LL.D. 

B, I., lievan. Esq. C. Ilimlop, Esq. 

A. ('ani|iliell. Esq., Monzic. .‘<ir .\ndrew Agnew, Bart. 

Samuel I'leteher. E<c|. .stir David Brewster, Knt. 

lion. .Somi rset U. Maxwell. Sit Thomas \V. Blomefield, Bart. 

Thomas Farmer, Emi. Sir J. Bieherton Williams, Knt.” 

James iletild, Est^. 

He would not enter into details in proposing the motion. Those 
who jtresided over large meetings, like this Conference, should 
possess pecttliar (|nalilie;itiiiii.«. hv whicli much valuable time would 
often be saved. The selection <if the gentlemen, whose names are 
now jtresented, had been made with great care; and he trusted they 
would have the full stipiuirt of the Conference in the discharge of 
their iluties. 

Rev. .T. CoHDK.vi x.—A friend and brother, Mr. Bickersteth, 
has given the key-note to these proceedings, ‘ Praise to God.' 
Permit me to acknowledge the goodness of God, in having allowed 
me (o connect inyst'lf with this important movement. It has been 
the happiest period of my life. We have indeed great cause to 
thank God and take courage. When I look hack I feel satisfied, 
from what has taken place, that this Alliance will be effected; and 
it will, I have no doubt, redound to the glory of our heavenly 
Father, by the fiirfherance of his cau.se in the world. I desire to 
express my tliankfiilnes.s to God that he has permitted me to give 
the right hand of fellowship to so many beloved Brethren, from so 
many parts of the world, who love the Lord Josiis Christ in sin¬ 
cerity. I second the Re.sobition. (Carried.) 

Rev, Dr. Lkifciiild moved : — 

" TIml tlic uiulmnentionrd genticmeu lie requestetf to preside over the proposed 
Public Meetings:—Sir Culling Eardley Smith, Bart., John Henderson, Esq., 
and Hon. Justice Cranipton." 
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I tliink, Mr. Chairman, with the Brethren who have preceded me, 
that it is very undesirable to avail ourselves of the opportunity pre¬ 
sented by these Resolutions to make long speeches. Otherwise the 
occasi.m is very tempting, when v/e have a spectacle before us, such 
as has never been witnessed since the days of the Apostles. 
We have had proof this morning of the importance of having a 
suitable President. What might else have been an interminable 
discussion has been brought to a very happy issue. I |hink I may say 
so, inasmuch as I believe the gentlemen who found the majority 
against them will, as on all occasions should be done, acquiesce in 
that decision. I am not afraid of discussion ; I am nut afraid of 
the admission of any »»nc to our meetings. I wish all who had 
any doubt of our coming to satisfactory and harmonious results 
had been with us this morning. 

I am so sensible, Mr. Ciiairinan, of the importance of the spirit 
of devotion, that, instead of attending the meeting last night, I 
called my people together, to unite in prayer, that the Spirit of 
God might preside over your deliberations. I hear that your 
deliberations were very interesting; but that there was occasionally 
fear and anxiety.* I participate not in these fears. I have seen 
and heard so much of the power of God, in the whole of this 
movement, and of the spirit prevailing over meetings held 
simultaneously in different parts of t' -s C .untry, and of the W.)rld, 
that I do not fear fo* the result. I »cly upon the power and giace 
of God to bring us to a happy i^s le. I am not, a< a wave of the 
sea, tos.sed to and fro. I trust in God: — the saitiy valve 
upwards—the spirit of prayer. I cannot but think it a rather 
pleasing coincidence, that, whi.e those who were a.sseuibled last 
night were all coming round, after considerable discussion, to a 
spirit of harmony—at th.at very ,10 .r, I was offering up the 
prayers of a large congregation—(and a greater spirit of prayer I 
never witnessed)—not knowing what was going forward, that Goa 
would overrule all your deliberations, and that you might come to . 
happy agreement. That prayer teas answered. Need I say 
another word. Sir, on the Resolution I rise to propose ? The men 
named are ju.st the men whom we could wish to occupy that 
position: and I hope that God will give us health, and that, when 
we meet together, He will be with us. 

J. Hami LTON, Esq.—I beg leave, without adding a single word, 
to secqnd the Resolution. 

• Dr. Leifchild here refers to a long, interesting, and most important discussion, 
which had taken place in the Aggregate Meeting of the Provisional Committee, on 
the preceding evening. Eoiioa. 
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The Rev. A. D. Campbkei. offered a suggestion, and a brief 
conversation ensued. 

Rev. Dr. Br.AU.uoNT observed, here was a large contribution of 
men of high intellect from America. Could not the name of one 
of them be inserted in the list of Chairmen f 

The CiiAin.tiAN said he had consented to occupy the English 
chair, after it had been declined by the Duke of Manchester 
and Sir Thomas Blomefield, and he would exceedingly rejoice if he 
might be permitted to give the chair intended for him to one of the 
Americao Brethren. 

Hon. and Rev. B. Nobl was sure the American Brethren felt, 
that, were that (’onfercnce assembled at New York, and were it 
attended by a few ministers and laymen from this Country, it would 
not be a suitable tiling for an Knglisbman to preside over any large 
American assemblies. 

Rev. Dr. Cox, of New York, wished to say, on behalf of his 
American Brethren, that they had been very much gratified with 
th great attention, courtesy, and hospitality, wliicli they had 
universally experienced. He had written home to say, that, from 
0<e time be landed at Portsmouth, in all his peregrinations through 
ii” bind, be had seen <iothing but friend.ship for America among 
enlightened and giaid men. He could assure tlieni, that the 
en'dglite. -d and good of .America cultivated similar feelings towards 
!•' ■■.dai. ! \s regarded tlie .suhj ct of an American presiding over 
cue of the ddie Meeting s, he felt, and he was sure his dear 
Brethren ab.o felt, tliat tliat duty could be performed, with much 
.greater pvopriety, an Eng’’ ' "an, who was acquainted with the 
mode o'" mdocling the bns'ins.. < large a.ssemblies in this Country. 
'l'be\' ( he ' uie’'icaii delegation) were very far from aspiring to 
a I .‘e, to n an Enji'ishman was more competent. 

lU'v. Dr. i’a-ton (uiite accorded with tlie view taken by 
Mr. Noel -f the advantage to be derived from Englishmen 
presiding at the Public ^Meetings: he trusted also, that the Com¬ 
mittee, to whom aaother list had been referred, would not think it 
necessary to enlarge it, so as to include any of the American 
Brethren ; lliere iieing .so many admirable men upon it already, wlio 
were acipiaiiited with all the Brethren, and with the nature and 
mode of condueting the business of the Conference. He would 
simjily add, in corroboration of Dr. Cox’s remarks, that the 
Americans were nil of the same sentiment; that nut only had they 
been treated with all decorum, but bad been put forward far 
beyond their merits. He would only attribute it to an exuberance 
of good feeling, that they, who were small men in their own 
Country, should he made so prominent here. 
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Rev. R. W. Kyle, who was received with loud cheers, said, in 
explanation, as one of the Sub-Committee who selected that list of 
Chairmen, that they had had before them the question of applying 
to some American or Continental Brother, to preside at one of the 
great Public Meetings ; and it was felt, that, in kindness to those 
who came from a distance, they oiiglit to abstain from so doing ; as 
they might be embarrassed if placed in those circumstances. 

This explanation appearing to give entire satisfaction, the Reso¬ 
lution, as it stood, was carried unanimously. 

Thomas Farmek, Esq. felt thankful to God for being permitted 
to move any Resolution. He should be happy to become a hewer 
of wood or drawer of water, or to sustain any othcc in the Alliance. 
The Resolution he bad to move was;— 

“ That A. C. L. Bevan, Esq. be appointed the TrcAsurcr to the Conference.” 
This he thought was an important Resolution. Tlie gentleman to 
whom it referred was well known as a man of weiglit. of prudence, 
and of zeal; and was well able to discharge the duties of his office, 
with credit to himself and satisfaction to the Conference. 

John Henderson, Esq. hoped he would be excused in merelv 
seconding the Motion wliich had just been made. (Carried.) 


SECRETARIES TO THE CONKERENCK. 


Rev. Dr. Steane, in reading the next Resolution, appoirting the 
Secretaries, observed, in reference to the •lumber of names con*uMi( (l 
on the li.st, that so many Committees Mould have to Ue a()]),iinted, 
to carry on the business—that it was neccs<r.rv -d o to ajipoint an 
equivalent number of Secretaries, wlio might afterwards I- 
distributed among those several Committees. 

Rev J. Anoell James moved:— 


“ That the undermentioned gentlemen ha appointe-l Secretaries ihc f>.a- 
ference; :• — 


Rev. Dr. Batc.s, 

Rev. W. Bevan. 

Rev. C. M. Birrell. 
Rev. l)r. Byrth. 

Rev. A. D. Campbell. 
Rcr. W. Chalmers. 

A. C. Ellis, Esq. 


Rev. R. \V. Kyle 
Rev, G, Odwirn. 

Rev. iJr, Itanies. 
Rev. Dr. .Steane, 
Rev. A. S. Thelwall. 
Rev. Dr. Urwiek.” 


He (Mr James) had great pleasure in moving that those 
gentlemen be appointed Secretaries to the Conference. They had 
tried them, and proved them, and knew them to he competent to 
the task assigned them. Heads, hearts, and band.s were wanted; 
and he now moved that those whose names were on the list lie 
taken for their hands. 
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Rev. Dr. Cox, of Hackney, seconded the Motion,which was 
carried. 


GENERAI. AUUANGEMENX COMMITTEE. 

Hon. and Rev. Baptist Noel moved— 


That the undermcntioncil Gentlemen be appointed ‘ The General Arrangement 
Committee,' on wlmin it ahnll be devolved, to take charge of the several 
rooms in which business is conducted ; to provide whatever may be necessary 
for conducting it j to make arrangements for the Public Meetings ; and 
generally, to suirerintcnd and provide for their comfort and good order;— 


Ilev. A. Thompson. 

Itcv. A. .S. Thelwall. 

Rev. C. I’rest. 

Rev. Joshua Russell. 

Rev. W. Arthur. 

Rev. R. Eckelt. 

Rev. R. W. Dibdin. 

Rev. Dr. Massic. 

With power 

Rev. 

ilev. 


Thomas Farmer, Esq. 

T. P. Bunting, Esq. 

Jas. Nisiret, Esq. 

Wm. Hamilton, Esq. 

W. L. .Smith, Esq. 

John Cropper, Esq. jun. 
George Hitchcock, Esq. 

P. D. Hardy, Esq. 

add to their number. 

1). Campbell, | .. 

r. Bates, ) 


.Mr. Noel said,—I have great pleasure in moving this Resolution, 
hecausv I k,.o\v tiiat those who are appointed by it are fully 
comjiele'it to 'Ms. vgc ti e duiio-s committed to them. I would 
jii.st remark that, ii. the pit,sedition of the business of the Con¬ 
ference, tiiere will Me many topics brought before us—many of 
then', of great iir.por*^ uco—in which considerable discrepancy of 
opinion ii'o t be a..tic'pt.ted. Our time is very precious, and I 
would snggc.st, Min* Inwe Brethren who may address the Conference, 
shtmld, in every ease, before so doing, consider distinctly their 
proposition, so that they may bring it forward as definitely as 
possiiile; then, emjuire whether it i.s in accordance with the design 
of the Conference itself, and not extraneous,—and then try how far 
they can banish all those ornaments from their addresses, which 
lengthen them, without bringing the arguments more clearly before 
us,—never depending for success ujkiu figures, but simply upon 
fuct-s. And, when any matter in discussion finally comes to a 
vote, I trust there never will be any expression of a feeling of 
satisfaction over the minority. 

William Will.s, Esq., fully concurring in the sentiments just 
uttered by Mr. Noel, would only second the Besolution. 

(Carried.) 
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BUSINESS COMMITTEE. 

Rev. Thomas Stbatten, believing that the shortest speeches 
were the best, would simply move:— 


“ That the undermentioned gentlemen be appointed ‘ The Bueincas Committee,’ 
whose duty it shall be to methodize and arrange the biisincss of every day, 
and to provide a paper of agenda to be laid before the Chair at each sitting. 
To this Committee shall be referred all notices of Motions, for arrangement ns 
to the order in which it will be proper for them to be brought before the 
Conference, and the preparation of all documents not especially referred to 
Committees appointed for the purpose, which are to be presented at any 
subsequent time, during its sittings, to the Conference :— 


Hon. and Rev. B. W. Noel. 
Sir C. E. Smith, Bart. 

Rev. Edward Bickersteth. 
Rev. Dr. Bunting. 

Rev. Dr. Leifchild. 

Rev. N. M'Leod. 

Rev. R. Fletcher. 

Rev. Dr. .Aider. 

Rev. Dr. Patton. 

Rev. Mr. Kirk. 

Rev. M. Roussel. 

Rev. M. Kuntze. 

Dr. Marriott. 

J. S. Blackwood. Esq., LL.D. 
A. C. Dunlop, Esrp 
Jas. Wood, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. King. 

Rev. T. Waugh. 


]tcv. J. H. Hinton. 

Rev. M'. W. Ewb.ank. 

Rev. J. Jordan. 

Rev. Dr. Candlish.* 

Rev. Dr. Bucltanan. 

Rev. J. Kelly. 

Rev. Dr. Schmucker. 

Rev. Dr. Beecher. 

Rev. Dr. Tholuck. 

Rev. Ad. Monod. 

Rev. Dr. Cunningham. 
Rev. Dr. Cox (New York). 
Rev. Pharcellus Church. 
Jits. Heald, Esq. 

J. M. .Strachan, Esq. 
Captain Caldwell. 

.Jas. Hamilton, Esq. 


With power to add to their number. 

Rev. Dr. Steane, \s,„etarie>." 

Rev. G. Osborn, J 


Hon. Mr. Justice Cbampton,— I esteem it a very bi>. 
privilege and honour to be allowed to take even the Iea.st part in 
this Christian movement. I know gentlemen from the west—not 
the “far west”—are stipposed to be given to talking a little ttw 
much, and therefore I shall say no more, Itut that 1 heartily second 
the Resolution. 

T. Percival Bunting, Esq., moved the addition of the name 
of Sir Andrew Agnew, and several others, to tlie foregoing list. 

• The Rev. Dr. Candlish was prevented by indisposition from attending the 
Conference.—E ditor. 
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Rev. Rideey H. Herscheed observed, that that Committee 
had “ power to add to their number." Would it not be better to 
suggest to them the addition of any other names which might be 
thought desirable 

Mr. Bunting concurred in this remark, and the Original Motion 
was carried. 


PUBI.IC MEETINGS COMMITTEE. 


Rev. Dr. Crichton moved;— 

“ That the undcrmentioneil gentlemen be appointed ‘ The Public Meeting Com¬ 
mittee,’ for the purpose of preparing the Topics and appointing the Speakers 
at the Public Meetings ;— 

Itev. E. Bickersteth. Rev. Dr. Urwick. 

Rev. Dr. .Vhlcr. Rev. F. A. Cox, D.D. 

Rev. Dr. S. 11. Cox. Rev. M. Audebez, 

Rev. Dr. Bates. Rev. Dr. Henderson (Glasgow). 

Rev. Dr. Skinner. Rev. J. A. .lames. 

With power to add to their number. 

Rev. Dr. Byrth, 1 
Rev. Dr. Raffles,/ 


Secrelarifs." 


J. .S. Blackwood, Esq. LL.D. had great pleasure in seconding 
the appointment. (Carried.) 


PUBLICATION COMMITTEE. 

Rev. W. Atherton (President of the AVesleyan Conference). 
—Mr. Chairman, Circumstances htive prevented my having the 
pleasitre of attending any of the previous meetings of this proposed 
Alliance; but from the first it had my cordial approbation ; and I 
equally approve of the means which have been adopted in order to 
carry that ol>joct into etfect. I move ;— 


“ That the undermentioned gentlemen l)o appointed ‘ The Publication Com¬ 
mittee,' who shall be charged with the duty of conducting ail documents 
through the press, which may be ordered to be printed ;— 

Rev. E. Craig. Rev. W. M. Bunting. 

Rev. J. S. Stamp. Rev. Dr. Jabez Burns. 

Rev. Dr. Morison. R. B. Seeley, Esq. 


AVith power to add to their number. 


Rev. Dr. Urwick, ) 
Rev, W. Chalmers, A 


Seereliiries.'' 


Rev. Dr. W. Sy.minoton.— I have great pleasure in seconding 
that motion. (Carried.) 
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VIN A >• r K f IIM M1TT K K, 

Rev. Dr. Cox, of New York.—NVo have all the best reasons for 
confidence in the selection which has been made. It is well that 
these Resolutions (to use a idirase coimnon in America) have been 
so cut and dried for us; and I, for one, am ijrateful to such skilful 
carvers. If thev had not prepared business for us, we should have 
been moving in confusion, and making no jirogress. Hut able men 
have been at work ; men who possess not only great wisdom, such 
as is profitable to direct, but who also have a single eye to the great 
object for which we are convened. t)ne other remark, in reference 
to finance. Some of us poor \inbenefieed clergyineii in .\n\eriea 
(and I thank God we are unbeneficed), who have had to travel 
three, four, and five thou-^and miles to come here, have been com¬ 
pletely recompensed on our arrival; hut in rerVreiicc to the toil 
which many of our Bretliren have undergone—the mental lahoiir and 
physical toil of preparing every thing for us—I feel that if it were 
collected and presented to us in the form of pounds sterling, and 
especially if it were tran.slatcd into dolhirs, it would almost scare us. 
I can only view it as an indication of the pure and spiritual attach¬ 
ment which God has given to nitiny sonls to our great olij.'cl : and 
I trust it will prove an earnest of the more extensive attachment ami 
love—which money cannot buy, hut which the Ideod of Chiist can 
—of many hearts to this cause. 

The CIIAIR.VIAN, in introducing M. Bust from Switzerland, said, 
—Brethren, may you extend the hand of sympathy, as I am sure 
you will extend your hearts, to one who conies to us in the name of 
the oppre.sscd and devoted t'hristians of the Canton dc \':iud. 

Rev. M. Dost, who was very cordially received liy the Con. 
ference, said,—Reverend Fathers and Brethren in .Icsus Clirist, 
our blessed Lord and Cotnmon Ileiul, 1 cannot hut feel a deep sense 
of gratitude towards you all for the kindnei-s you have just heslo • d 
upon me. Not on myself, but on my dear and beloved Bretlr.oi, 
who are suffering for Christ’s sake, in those trying cireuinstanees 
in which they have been placed. I dare not now enter into anv 
particulars as to our situation; hut I could not appear before you, 
without thanking you from the bottom of my heart—all these dear 
Brethren from all parts of the w’orld—who have so kindly assisted 
u* with their tokens of sympathy and their prayers, for which we 
beg to bless them in the Name of the Lord. We have thereby Iweii 
strengthened and enabled to remain calm in the midst of verv 
trying circumstances. Glory he to God, thanks he to Him, and 
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thanks be to you all, who have prayed fur us, and sustained us by 
your prayers. I must now end; but I second, with great satisfaction, 
the proposition which was placed in my hands,— 

“That The ‘Finance Committee’ — to receive subscriptions and authorize 
payments—shall include the members of the existing Divisional Finance 
Sub-Committees. With power to add to their number. 

A. G. Ellis, Secretary.” 

(Carried.) 

NOMIA'AXIOX COMMITTEE. 

Rev. Dr. Cunningham said it was his intention to abide by the 
important and seasonable advice tendered by Mr. Noel, he would 
therefore merely move, which he did with the greatest pleasure;— 
“That the undermentioned Gentlemen be appointed ‘The Nomination Com¬ 
mittee,’ to receive applications for admission to the Conference during its 
sittings, and to determine on them. To consist of the existing Nomination 
Sub-Committees, with 

Rev. M. Audeliez, Rev. Matthew Richey, 

Rev. Dr. Beecher, Rev. Dr. Schmucker, 

Rev. Dr. S. H. Cox, Rev. James Scott (of Stockholm). 

Rev. Dr. Koenig, 

Rev. C. M. Birrell, ) 

Rev. A. S. Thclwall, S 

Rev. Adolphe Monod. —For the reason expressed by the 
esteemed father who has just sat down, I will simply add a word 
ill seconding the Motion. It is said ‘ Render justice to every one ; 
and therefore I will state a thing, which perhaps no one else would 
state, that, of all our Brethren in France, he whom we consider to 
have done the most in the cause, who in fact three years ago began 
writing circular letters on the subject, in which he has persevered 
until now, is my dear brother Fisch, minister of the Evangelical 
Protestant Church of Lyons. 

The Motion was carried. 

Rev. Dr. Steank announced that the distinct Committees 
would meet at four o’clock in their respective rooms ; and, in answer 
to the question, how could the Committees meet at the same time, 
when several individuals were on different Committees ?—he stated 
that, amidst the complicated business which presented itself, it 
would occasionally happen that persons would Ire on several 
Committees which met at the same time; but, in all suck cases, 
there would be a suflicient number of Members remaining to 
conduct the business effectively. 

Rev. Dr. Kino then read a paper, containing an Historical 
Sketch of the circumstances which led to the pro])osal of, and 
prepared the way for, the contemplated Evangelical .Alliance. 

c 
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Some interruption having been occasioned^ during the reading of 
the first part of tlie paper, i)y the departure of iMembers of the 
Conference, a brief discussion ensued as to the propriety of 
postponing the reading of the paper to the evening. 

Dr. SvMiKoTON expressed his fear that many had left, because 
they could not hear Dr. King. His voice was not over strong, but, 
if they would only give him a few minutes, ho would make it thrill 
through every part of the room. 

Dr. King accordingly proceeded with the reading of his paper. 

Rev. Edward Bickersteth could not rise, without expressing 
his own grateful sense of the deep obligation under which the 
Conference was laid to Dr. King, for the diligent application he 
had given to this matter, as tvell as to former documents which he 
had prepared. The Evangelical Alliance was under a great debt 
of obligation to their beloved friend for what he had done, and he 
(Mr. Bickersteth) was sure they would give God thanks, that He 
had put it into his (Dr. King’s) mind, and enabled him thus to aid 
the common cause. He moved — 

“That this Oinference hiu heard, with high gratification, tiic Historical Narrative 
now presented by the Provisional tionimittcc of the Proposed Evangelical 
Alliance, and drawn up, at their rcfiucst, by the Uev. Dr. King ; respectfully 
offer to him their cordial timuks, for the eminent nl)ility, comptehenaivencss, 
and admirably Christian and C.'itholic spirit displayed in its preparation j and 
refer it to the Publication Committee to be printed amongst the documents 
of the Conference.” 

Rev. Dr. Bunting. —It tvould be a great injustice to many 
friends of the cause to withhold from them the profit and 
edification, and the sincere pleasure which the Members of the 
Conference had derived from tlie reading of Dr. King’s paper. 
He was quite satisfied, that it would subserve the common cnii.sc, 
and therefore, with the understanding that it would lie referred to 
the Publication Committee, to add any minulia; which might have 
been omitted, he seconded Mr. Bickersteth’s motion with great 
pleasure. 

Rev. Dr. Warolaw, Rev, Adolpre Monod, and Rev. Dr. 
Reed offered some suggestions, on points which might be briefly 
adverted to in the narrative before it was finally sent to the press. 
Whereupon, 

The Chairman submitted, that all suggestions should be handed 
in to the Publication Committee, who would give them due con. 
sideration. 

Tlie Motion was then pnt and carried unanimously. 
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The Chairman, addressing Ur. King, said,—I have great plea¬ 
sure in thanking you, in the name of this assembly, for the paper 
you have just read, and in expressing the grutihcation which has 
been felt on account of the truly Christian sentiments by which 
that document is characterized. You will have perceived already, 
from the feeling which has been manifested through the room, that 
I am but the organ of the expression of on opinion which univer¬ 
sally prevails. 

Rev. Dr. King. —I feel that I ought to express my gratitude to 
this meeting, rather than the meeting (o me. With regard to one 
of the suggestions which has been made, I would just say, that I did 
not insert the name of that honoured individual, (who had been 
alluded to by Dr. Wardlaw), because, had I done so, it would, by 
this time, have been erased ; but if it is inserted by authority of 
the Conference, I suppose it may stand. With respect to other 
suggestions, I shall be most happy to hear them, and to make any 
correction which may be necessary. 

Dr. Wardlaw moved,'nud Rev. Carr J. Glyn seconded, 

“Th.ll the llev. W. Ih van anJ the Hcv. It. \V. Kyle be oppointcil Minute Secre¬ 
taries to the Conference.” 

(Carried.) 

Taos. F.vumer, Esq. read a notice respecting the refreshments 
which had been provided. 

Rev. Dr. Steane gave a brief sketch of the business which was 
to come before the Conference at the evening session. 

Rev. E. Bickf.hstktii resumed the chair. 

A Hymn was sung, commencing, 

" The gmcc of Jesus Christ our Lord,” &c. 

Rev. Dr. Andrew Symington engaged in prayer. 

Rev. Edward BitKEiisTEra pronounced the benediction ; and 
the Conference adjourned to P. m. 


EVENING SESSION. 

The Conference re-asseniblcd at live o'clock, when Rev. Carb 
J. Gltn moved, and Rev. G. Osborn seconded, 

“ That the Ucv. Dr. Wardlaw preside over the Devotional Exercises.” 
(Carried.) 

Tlie Meeting then sung several verses of the 50.^th hymn, Wes¬ 
ley’s Hymns. 

c 2 
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TV»e Chwkmxn tead \\\e e\eveut\» cUa\rter of Luke; after 
which, 

Rev. James Haldane Stewart engaged in prayer. 

The Meeting afterwards sung 34tb hymn in “ Hymns on Chris¬ 
tian Union." 

The Chairman said,—Dear Christian friends and fellow-serv- 
ants of the same divine blaster, assembled from all parts of the 
land, and from more or less distant parts of the world, I cannot 
refrain from giving utterance to the feelings which 1 now experi¬ 
ence. I am looking upon a sight incomparably the most interesting 
and delightful that my eyes have ever yet seen. Do we not feel that 
we are all one in Christ Jesus ? Have we not been approaching 
together the throne of our common Father, in the Name of our 
common Redeemer, under the influence, we trust, of the same 
Divine Spirit And do we not feel, when the heart of each, 
in such exercises, is drami nearer to God, that the hearts of all 
are drawn nearer to each other ? And is not this the best prejiara. 
tive for heaven ? What will heaven be but the perfect enjoyment 
of holy love to God, and love to all who are made like unto him ? Let 
us rejoice in this prospect, for, though I'.saiJ I have never seen as 
yet a sight like this, yet, shoul ’ it please God to sjtare me loiu’-er in 
this world, I shall not despair of seeing even greater things than 
this. Let us live in hope of it. Let me now read a prssa e of 
Scripture, which shows us tl'at God -s our refuge, that time is un¬ 
certain, and that He is the only source of a’l our .success, in all < .r 
efforts. 

The Chairsian then read th !'0th J’salm ; after which, 

Rev. Thomas Jackson engaged in prayer. 

Rev. Dr. .Stf.ane.— I must crave the attention of the Confer¬ 
ence for a minute, while I present to it a rccommeiulatioa from the 
Business Committee, which have met during the interval of the two 
sessions. It is in the following terms : 

“ That Sir Culling Eardley Smith, Bart.,be rcfjuested to preside over the DeliV ;,»■ 
tions of the Conference; and that, ia case of his absence, the ChiUnian be 
selected from the list adopted at the previous meeting.” 

Rev. Dr. Buntino. —I am sincerely sorry that the Committee 
have imposed the task of moving the adoption of this recommenda¬ 
tion upon one who feels himself so very unfit to perform it as it 
ought to be performed. From many circumstances which have 
come under my own knowledge, I am persuaded that the proposal 
of the Committee will meet with very cordial and general accept¬ 
ance. It certainly appeared to your Committee, and to many other 
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persons this morning, when that part of the business was before us, 
that very much of the efficiency, the certainty, and the comfort of 
the despatch of the multifarious business which is likely to come 
before us, will depend upon our Chairman, and his accurate know¬ 
ledge of the various transactions which have preceded the assem¬ 
bling of this Conference. Even in our meeting this morning, we 
felt the great importance of having in the Chair usually, at all 
events very frequently, one who began with the beginning of this 
movement, and has accompanied its progress thus far, with the 
greatest vigilance, and attention, and activity; and who will be 
able to give that sort of continuity to the business, without which 
.«o business, so multifarious as ours is likely to be, can be promptly 
and efficiently despatched. It is proposed, when the almost un¬ 
tiring diligence of Sir Culling Eardley Smith is very much ex¬ 
hausted, as it cannot but be expected sometimes to be, or when he is 
absent, that Lh-' Chair should he filled hv one of those esteemed gentle¬ 
men whose Heines were put on the list this morning. It is of im- 
portai-’O to us ad, to avoid the evil of prolonged sittings. .So long 
as IMinisters of tiie Gospel have eli.argos and flocks, they are bound 
not to spend too much time in iitlier engagements. It is, I think, 
r pumary ohji i, to secure that facility and despatch of business, 
■.vnich uiupuv ii.hiv will ari.se from having one generally in the 
•'’ hair who is ia..iiliar u ,th the whole of our affairs from first to last; 
ano -ho, we are quite sure, from pa.st experience, will kindly, and 
in a most tMn'stiar leai.ner, correct ii.s, if we are going a little 
wrong ; ai.d wlu. will *:el[. u -ward when we get into difficulties 
and perplexitic.}. 

’’ev. Dr. hrciiANA?' —Tlit Conferonee may be assured that 
•-Ilf: Uu.sinoss t'omii.IUee ''elt i’ the importance of venturing to re- 
commend amodificalioii t. i ■' Ues»lutioii jiassed this morning; and 
it m.ay also he named, that noihiiig but a scn,se of duty to this Con¬ 
ference co’dd have imiuced die Committee to act as they have done. 
VVe were thoroughly persuaded—unanimously of opinion, upon full 
consideration of the sul ject, that this Conference could not get, 
comfortably and satisfactorily, through the immense mass of busi¬ 
ness which it has to transact, unless we have a Chairman who is 
tlioroughly acquainted with the important object which bos colled 
us together, and whose knowledge of business generally, will enable 
him to conduct the husiiie.ss of the Conference with that prompti¬ 
tude and accuracy, which, in our circumstances, are so indisjieiis- 
ably necessary. The gentleman who has been selected from among 
us to fill the Chair, is not only one whose whole heart has, (as we 
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hare heretofore seen), been engaged in this cause; but also one Avho 
has proved himself pre-eminently competent to fill it. 

The Resolution was carried. 

Sir C. E, Smith, haring taken the Chair, said,—Brethren, I feel 
great backwardness in taking the Chair under the circumstances 
which have just occurred. But you have decided the question, 
and it is my duty to bow to that decision; and, incompetent as I 
feel myself to be to fill so responsible an office, I shall strive to pro¬ 
mote the interests of our great cause to the utmost of my ability. 
I desire to practise the greatest impartiality, and shall endeavour to 
do my duty. 

Rev. Dr. Steane. —There is one other recommendation from 
the Business Committee,— 

“That John Pemberton Pluniptre, Es<|., M.P., be ntlileil to the list of Chairmen to 
presiJe over the Deliberations of the Conference ; and tjie Uov. Norman 
MacLeod, to the list of Chaimien to preside over the Devotional Exercises.” 

Carried. 

Rev. A. S. Thelwall requested those Ministers of the Gospel 
who came from foreign parts, and from different places in the country, 
and who were desirous of preaching on the following .‘sabbath, to 
send in their names to Rev. W. Chalmers; and any clergymen of the 
Church of England who desired to come forward, could .send in 
their names to himself. He understood that, in the metropolis, 
above sixty pulpits of dilFerent Dissenting Denominations, and six 
or seven piilpit.s in the Establishment had been offered to the Com¬ 
mittee which had been appointed to make these arrangements, for 
Sunday next, August 23.* 

Rev. W Bevan read the miniiies of the Morning .Session, which 
were confirmed. 

• This notice referred to .a very important suggestion, which h.ad heen made some 
months before; but which, (it was felt), couhl not properly be l,aken up ns a part 
of the business of the Conference. 

It was thought that adTanloge shnuid be taken of the presence of so many 
eminent Ministers of the Gospel, from various pari# of the country and of the 
world, to make arrangements, that as many of the pulpit* of the metropolis at 
possible should lie occupieil by those Ministers on Sunday, August 2.1. Thcoe 
Brethren would thus have an opportunity of faithfully and earnestly preaching the 
great truths of the Gospel to multitudes who might never have another opportunlly 
of bearing their voices, and also of advoealing the raiise of Christian Union. 

At a meeting of London ministers, a Committee was apjminted for the purpose 
of making tbcee arrangements. The result was, that more than eighty pulpits 
were occupied by Members of the Conference; and the Gospel was prracbed M 
French, Genoan, and Irish languages, as well as in the English_Boitua. 
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The Chaihman thought it would be better to call upon the Bre¬ 
thren from America to address the Conference, before he called 
upon their Continental Brethren, who might feel a difficulty in 
speaking the English language. That difficulty, however, would 
perhaps partly be removed, after hearing the speeches of the gen¬ 
tlemen from America. 

Bev. Dr. Patton, of New York.—I cannot deny, Sir Culling, 
that I have been accustomed to address large audiences in the land 
of my birth, and I have felt no trepidation, however vast the 
assembly ; but I have never been called upon under circumstances 
so peculiar as tliese. I do not know, .Sir, but what, perhaps, I 
should speak out all my feelings. A kind of awe has been upon 
me. I have not been able to contemj)late, since I have come into 
this room to-day, the great object which we are here called upon to 
advance, without feeling a deepening awe come over my spirit. I 
trust, sir, that it is the Spirit of the Lord who is impressing more 
deeply and solemnly upon my mind the great importance of this 
work. I cannot but feel, though we have placed ourselves 
under the guidance of the gracious Sjnrit of Gml, that we have 
placed ourselves, by gathering together here, in the position of a 
city which is illuminated, standing upon a mountain, amid the 
darkne.ss of the night. We nre a conspicuou.s object. We come 
here professing that which the very nature of the case proves, that 
we have views of ( bristiaii duty and of Christian privilege, which 
are very peculiar, and which are precious to tlie heart of ourlilessed 
Saviour. In that re.«peet we have made our.selves a gazing-stock 
to the world, and to tlie ('hurch of .lesus Christ. This feeling is 
very deeply felt in tlie Cnited States. I do not know that 1 have 
met with any body of Brethren who have assembled from time 
to time for eon.sultation on this subject, whose minds have not lieeii 
overwhelmed with the feeling of the responsibility assumed by tlioso 
who have convened us, in regard to the grc.it object wc have in 
view. There is nothing to relieve that great and he.ivy pressure 
which is upon my mind, hut two or three considerations: tlie first 
is, t/ic ahounding spirit of prayrr. At thi.s very time, whilst we 
are licre convened, onr Brethren in America are convened also; 
and they are convened, not for deliberation with flesh and blood, 
hut to plead, through the Meilintor—the great King of kings—the 
Lord Jesus, that tve may be guided and blessed. And I feel. Sir 
(hilling, as though this were only the central sinit of a Meeting 
wliich has its rnmifirations and nerves of feeling throughout the 
Christian world ; so that the things which nre done here, arc 
done, not by our wisdom, but in answer to the prayers of 
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multitudes, who are praying for us around the circle of the globe. 
It is encouraging to notice also, the spirit of prai/ff tvhifh has 
pervaded all the meetings which have hccu asscntbled the meetings 
of the separate Committees, and of the Aggregate Committee, and 
of tVvs Conference. 1 have been struck with it; and, feeling it 
would be a great encouragement, I have taken the liberty, in 
writing home to my friends, to say, that there pervades this itssem. 
bly wliich has come together a very unusual spirit of prayer. This 
will be encouraging our Brethren to hold on in their wrestling with 
God. 

The objects contemplated by this Meeting have found a very 
warm response in America: and some little evidence has been 
given of that, by the fact of so many pastors having been most 
cheerfully surrendered by their people, to la‘ al)sent for three or 
four months, for the purpose of crossing the Atlantic to be present 
at this Meeting. Had the propi>sitiun been laid before these 
respective congregations, for their pastors to be absent to attend 
your Anniversary Meetings in May, 1 am certain there would not 
have been a response in the affirmative made by one out of ten : 
but when the proposition was, that their pastors .should come and 
be present at this Meeting, as a pledge of the deep interest they 
felt in the subject, though it was with self-denial (perhaps it does 
not become us to say any thing on that point ourselves) and in 
view of the difficulties that would arise, from their pa.stors being 
away so long a time; yet, after prayerful consideration, they came, 
in every instance, I believe, to a unanimous restdutiun in a public 
assembly, to spare their minister, and bid him * god-speed.’ Tliere 
appears here a large number of individuals from America ; an<l not 
from one section of the country alone, not only from the Atlantic 
slope, where it might be suppf)sed that it was easy to step into a 
steamer, or a packet .ship, and to come across the Atlantic; but 
there are individuals here from our western wilds, where no citie.s 
have sprung up. But you cannot plant a settlement in our western 
world, under the influence of a .Minister of the I.rfird Jesus, but 
there will be felt, in that congregation and church, a sympathy, 
deep, thrilling, and pervading, with the object whose interests we 
are meeting t^'ether to promote. I’here is not yet, .Sir Culling, 
an auxiliary or a branch formed in the United States ; liecnuse it was 
thought best, that wc should come here, and see what Gwl would 
do; and, having witnessed the organixation of an Alliance for the 
worlds we could then go back, and find millions of hearts ready to 
receive it,, and unite with you in an organised plan. That will be 
the result; and we shall have the happiness of finding that wc are 
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more deeply united with you, in this way, than we have ever been 
in any other plans of benevolent action. We have felt mutual 
sympathy in the circulation of the Word of God, and in the 
Missionary enterprises of the day. But, Sir, we are now called 
upon more especially to sympathize with the Lord Jesus Christ, in 
regard to the great work wJiich Ife is carrying on as the Mediatorial 
King. And sympathizing with Him—as we look up, from various 
parts of the world to His Throne, as to a common centre, we find 
our heorts drawn togetlier ; and we have sympathy one with another, 
because we have sympathy with Him. 

And that sympathy will bind the nations of the earth together as 
nothing else will. VV'e have all heard it said, in public meetings 
ill America and in England, that there is such a commercial 
intercourse between England and America, and so many com¬ 
mercial and monied interests at stake, as to render it impossible for 
these two nations to go to war with each other. But these are 
nothing before the wrath of man. The wrath of man can snap 
these iHtnds, as fire burns thread. But when millions of hearts, in 
these two nations, are united in symjiathy with Jesus Christ, and 
in love to each other—a love stronger than death, and with 
jirayerful confidence in God, it will not then be in the power of all 
the wicked men in both countries, « ith the devil to lead them, to 
cause these nations to engage in deadly conflict. I regard, then, 
this Alliance a.s a grand alliance for the pace of the world; and, 
in the peace of the world, the conquest of the uorld by the 
preaching of the everlasting Gosjiel of Jesus Christ. I expect. Sir, 
that God will so honour this .\lliance, that, in some future years, 
when our children’s children will have taken it up, and carried it 
on to its consummation, we shall come forward with a multitude 
which no man can number, anil with gratitude botv liefore the 
Throne, and lay a redeemed and conquered world at the feet of 
Jesus, humbly Iwgging that He would accept our services for his 
Name s sake. 'I hus. Sir ('ulling, I am indulging the hop, that 
this is only the beginning of better things. We who are in 
America—1 spak confidently—give you the right hand of fellow¬ 
ship in this matter ; and, Goil helping us, we will hold on to you 
tighter and tighter as difficulties come; and I say, by the blessing 
of God, that if we perish in the effort, we will die with our hands 
in fellowship. 

Rev. E. N'. Kihk, of Boston, United States.—Mr. Chairman, we 
are met together in the liond of the hight>st relation that kindred 
minds can sustain to one anotherthe bond of our union is our 
common attachment to the King of glory. Jesus Christ has 
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redeemed us by his blowi, He has renewed us by his Spirit, He has 
brought us out of nature to Himself; and it is by the love we Itenr 
to Him, that we are to measure our love one to another, Hu 
account of the infirmity of our intellects, we have lw*eii attached 
to particular shades and branches of truth, which have made us 
to diverge from one another. But the grace of God has Vtcen 
poured upon the churches; and the first-fruits seen are—the 
prevalence of Christian love tiver the infirmities of human intellect. 
It is impossible for us to descriln* the enthusiasm with which the 
whole of this mo\emont is regarded in the United States of 
America. And as my Brother has just said, the fact of there being 
so many jiersons here, who have subjected themselves to the 
enibarrassmonts of leaving home, ami have crossed tlie great waste 
of waters, is perhaps as strong and practical a demonstration of it 
.as could be given. It appears to me, that we should regard our 
meetings in the light of a solemn pledge, given to God, to the 
Church, and to one another. We cunnot come and participate in 
these meetings without returning to our homes pledged, and to 
what?— Tub dk.sth <>f skctaimanism. This is the day of 
pledging; and we arc willing to pledge otirselvcs, that we will do 
our part, when we return home, to jiroitmte the interests of this 
Alliance. We have all an enemy within, and that enemy is the 
enemy of the Evangelical Alliance. And wc must seek to discover 
how we can Ije.st obtain the victory over our own pride and selfish, 
iiess. There is here such a .strong current, such a mighty tide of 
sympathy, that it requires no individual exertion to float upon its 
bosom. This can he done by remaining ]ms.<iive. But when wc 
return back to our homes, and to the duties of aetive life, then 
the qne.stion is, will we stand true to the sacred principles of the 
Evangelical Alliance? Tlie fact is, .Sir, I am perfectly exhausted 
w'ith the mere sympathy of the last two or three days. I confe.s8 
that the meetings <if the last two days liave almost deprived me of 
the sleep of the last two niglits. It seems to me as if heaven had 
begun on earth. I came out of I lie dinner room to-day, and I 
heard the voice of singing in one apartment, and the voice of praver 
in another apnrtweiit; and I said, where am I ? I am on the verge 
of heaven—I am on the vergeof the Millennium. NW, .Sir, I have 
yielded myself most fully to these influi'oces. I do Iwlievc they 
come down from before tin; throne of foul and the I,atnb, and are 
the breathings of the Holy .Spirit of our I/ord. I am not afraid. 
Sir, of committing myself to the sacreil principles of the Evan- 
gelical Alliance: but, since I have Ikmui called upon to atate the 
prominent feeling of my own mind, it is, a sense of responsibility 
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as to the solemn pledge 1 have given, to this Alliance, and to the 
world, that never will I be found on the side of Sectarianism, in 
any form, or under any circumstance. I have some intellectual 
difficulties. I am a minister of a Congregational church—of a 
Church not allied to the State; and, ditfering on this, and other 
peculiarities, from many of my Brethren, I do feel, that, in taking 
this solemn pledge, I become in reality a Member of the Alliance: 
I throw myself on the grace of God, and, if I keep that pledge, I 
ahull be a nioiiunieiit of grace. How is the heart of each brother 
prepared for the coining dou-n of the Pentecostal .Spirit ? How far 
is each of us a consecrated man at the foot of the cross, looking up 
to the face of .Tesus, who so loves me, and so loves e%'ery man who 
loves Him ? W'e occupy liigh and holy ground, and it is not in vain 
that we have met togetlier. The majority of the Brethren present, 
did not, I supjiose, enjoy the privilege of witnessing the discussion 
which took place yesterday. I was afraid when I heard certain 
sentiments thrown out, which I considered lax, and contrary to the 
system of Jchovali’s moral government, on which also the glory of 
the cross shall .stand. But my fears subsided, when I saw the 
mighty tide of love which rolled over that meeting, subduing one 
and then another, until at last only five Bretlireu were left who 
remained ciiiiscientionsly opposed to the Hesolution. Let ns, then, 
in pledging ourselves to carry out the principles of thi.s Alliance, 
pray to (tod, that he would make us to glorify Him ; and that it 
may amswer the warm desires and expectation.s of Christians in all 
quarters of the world. 

Hev. M. Hiciiky, from Hast Canada.—After the hallowed and 
elevating feelings which had been awakened by the addresses of the 
estimable gentlemen who had prcceiled him, he rose with trembling 
lest be should in any degree deteriorate or lessen those high and 
holy emotions which rested on that assembly. lie would only 
endeavour to diseburge an imperative duty, and to fulfil, in an 
humble degree, a ]>ortion of that obligation which ho owed to the 
Alliance which had sent him there; and to put the Meeting in 
possession of some facts, which would show how those sentiments 
and feelings, which had issued in the calling of that Conference, 
had vibrated in the hearts of C'hristians in Canada, with all th«r 
power and effect. 

No sooner was it nscortaiiied that that cause tvas in progress in 
the fatherland, than, under the inffuence of a filial and holy emu¬ 
lation, they attempted to copy their example; they began to 
meditate upon the. means of arriving at conclusions tvhich conid 
plac* them in such a position. Various preliminary meetings were 
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held in the city of filontreal, during the early part of last winter. 
Only one element arose among tliem which seemed to disturb the 
perfect harmony of sentiment which prevailed; and that was the 
very same element which luul called forth so much discussion 
yesterday morning. Being so situated, the great majority of those 
tvho were prepared to enrol themselves as members, felt it to be 
incumbent ujum them, to await the result of the collected wisdom 
of the Conference, which was to assemble in Loudon, ore they should 
venture to introduce anything that might be deemed of un 
unnecessarily exclusive character among the Articles constituting the 
Basis of their Alliance. But now he was relieved from on oppression 
which was painful beyond description ; and the principles on which 
it had been resolved to base the Alliance, would meet with the 
convictions and the cordial acquiescence of every Evangelical mind 
in the country from which he came. 

But they had gone farther than even this. Having deliberately 
come to the conclusion, that it was for the divine glory and the good 
of their fellow creatures, that there should l>e a farther develop¬ 
ment of those principles which hind together in a manifesteil union 
the disciples of our common Lord; they had determined that, what- 
evgr might be the result of the movement then making—.imi its 
bright glory had already beamed upon them—that, •vlialever. in the 
contingency of human events, by the iiitirmitie-, f human nalur-, 
and through the coiintcr.icting ageiicii s liv which it \va^ assailed, 
might be the result in this country, they, on the platform of their 
Alliance in Caiunda, had determined, by the lie'') o'" bwl, t .calk 
according to the same rule, and mii,d the . ai.ie things. 

Perhaps they had been urged into tl's d<'U''miiiation by a sort of 
moral coercion. They lived amidst the doiniiiation of the Papal 
Apostacy, where the ceremonials of that faith met the eye with a 
gorgeousness which perhaps was not exeta ded in Home it.sclf, and 
where hundreds of pr'ests and .Jesuits were trisiping the streets 
from morning to niglit, and he might have said, from night to mf«r- 
ning. All who really believed in the great principles of the Refor¬ 
mation as established by la»v, and, w hat was far Ix'tter, established 
in the souls of Evangelical (.‘hristiaiis, must feel that many of the 
differences existing among them, as Evangelical Prutestanu, were 
not worthy of a thought, comjKired with the advantages which 
would be gained by presenting a united phalanx against the great 
apostacy. 

Among the ohjccU contemplated by the Alliance, he had regarded 
one to be—opjKwition to the efforts of Popery. But when he had 
heard many difficulties started upon that point, bis heart trentbledf 
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and he was afraid lest the Conference would not present an uncom. 
promising, but, at the same time, holy oj)po8ition to that apostacy, 
which, “ in the temple of God, exalteth itself above all that is 
culled God, or that is worshij)ped:’’ but those fears, thanks to God, 
were now dissipated, and he would go back to Montreal; and, amid 
the gloom of Papal supremacy, should not shrink from declaring, 
that one of the main purposes of this Alliance, in connexion %vith 
others of a purely spiritual character, was to renew the spirit, and 
give a higher development, to the principles of the Protestant 
Reformation ; and seek—by public addresses, and by the diffusion of 
the Holy Scriptures in the language of that ireople, by multiplying 
the number of colporlvtirs, who should especially visit the French 
kubiltitts —to carry out the grand object of the Alliance to tliat 
development. These mean.s had already been instrumental in the 
hand of God, in achieving the most blessed results. Nor was he 
Avithon* hopes, that they would be, to a very great extent, success¬ 
ful, if the 'natter were taken up systematically. 

r'ler-' was in Canada a diminution of that deference which was 
Wmerly paid to the Homan Catholic priesthood ; and he well knew 
that considerable dissatisfacl'on existed among many members of 
that comman' n on tl. subject of religion. The testimony of many 
of his OA' U ciD'vi '■ts wa: . that they had long prayed and sighed to 
know the good a,id lu r’glit way, and that they reg;irded him as an 
angel f light fro'o the throne of God, who introduced them into 
the. niar-e"ot bglit o, the glorious gospel of Christ. The spirit 
of cmpiiry was ibruad : ;n<’ he w.is persuaded that numerous con¬ 
gregations would Cl lie, i" p.oiiipt attendance, and listen with 
profoond uttentieu t' . • words of eternal life. It was true, that 
the keen ev" of .lesnitisn. '• is upon them, and that Jesuit mis.sion. 
arics were trooping the country in all directions, and ivere even 
mimicking those special efforts which many zealous Ministers had 
made for the extension of the Word of God, by holding protracted 
meetings, in which they preached to the people for seven or fourteen 
days in succession, inviting, especially the female |)ortion of their 
congregations, to take vows ami <mths to maintain the cause of 
Pojicry, Under these circumstances, was it not their incumbent 
duty, to exercise their influence, by presenting the example of that 
Christian Union w hich they were now enabled to present, and by 
employing those means, which, in that jHisition, were at their 
command, for the counteraction of so tremendous an evil ? 

[Mr. Richey then entered into some detail of the efforts which he 
had himself made, by a series of services in one of the largest 
churches of Montreal, to call the attention, not only of Protestants 
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piDiUtiliy, Imt bL» of Kimau Catholics, to the great truths whicJi 
C0M\a.tQte<)i t\teVmia of this proposed Alliance, The Ministers of 
Tariooa deuominatious concurred in these elloris ; and he could 
also relate some encouraging circumstances wlticli had occurred.] 
He was also happy to assure the t'ontereiice. that lie kdieved a 
response would immediately 1 h* elicileil troin every province of 
British North America, on the report of tliose proceedings which 
were now in progress reaching the other side of the Atlantic. And 
he had it in his heart to request—nay, he would say, he preferred 
the claim—that, whenever the time arrived for adding one hranch 
more to this majc'stic tree, it should lie the Colonies of British North 
America. 

Rev. T. Binnkt. —Sir, I would, from your superior knoo ledoe of 
business, most respectfully submit to you a jioint of order. I felt it 
would be discourteous to interrujit either of our friends who have 
just addressed us; but it niqiears to me, -Mr. Chairman, that this 
is the first day of the Confer.-nce, and imi the second, ami I do 
submit that we know nothing of any discussion which t>«>k place 
yesterday ; and therefore that the (diservatious which have Invii on 
that subject have been irregular. Those five bretlireii wlio formed 
the “ minority," may justly say. that if Mr. Kirk and Mr. Richey 
have a right to refer to that discussion, they have a right nl.so. 1 
know nothing whatever of what has heeii done : hut the question 
of the Basi.s will come up to morrow ; and then will lie the projK-r 
time to discuss it. 

The CiiAin.si.cN said, Mr. Biiiney is right, as to the point of 
order. This Conference can to-day take no cognisance of what 
took place yesterday. 

Rev. Dr. Thoi.l’ck. —Christian Brethren, in beginning to speak 
to you, I do not forget that I come from a country where elofjueiiec 
in any place hut the pulpit is something unknown ; and, therefore, 
if I do not deliver a speech like those delivered by so manv 
eloquent speakers, I hope you will hear with me, and will lielieve, 
that we German.s, in coming from our own country, come rather to 
learn what eloquence i.s, than to liecome celehrntcd for our own 
eloquence. Therefore I hope you will lie satisficil with a brief and 
simple staten^nt of the feelings of my German Brethren, so far as 
I have been able to ascertain them. When inform iitinn of the 
attempt to form such an Alliance rencberl our country, it was 
bailed by almost all Christians. The English must not drnw an 
inference from the nnmlier of my countrymen here, as to the intercut 
felt in this cause in the land from which they come. You will 
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readily perceive, that there! are several grounds on which a great 
number of those have been prevented from coming, who would have 
heartily desired personally to congratulate this assembly. One of 
the chief of these grounds is, a deficient knowledge of the English 
language; and this alone has, I am certain, been sufficient to 
detain a ginal number, who wished to come over to this country. 
You may therefore be per.suaded, that on this very day, a.s several 
have expressed to me in their letters, many are assembled in prayer 
for this Aleiding; and one Clergyman has stated, that forty of bis 
Brethren are uniting, on this very day, in prayer for God’s blessing 
on what is going on here. Now, if you ask, why the Germans have 
felt almost universally such a great interest in this subject, I say, 
that we have been taught by misfortune ; and that distress has 
been the teacher of that sympathy which we feel with this Alliance, 
We are taught hy the Scriptures, that all things must work 
together for good to them tlnit love God ; and Germany, as you all 
know, has gone throngli long years of almost universal apostacy 
from the main truths of the (»i'si)ol. And while, in England, 
Christians have been like trees in a forest,—in our country, they 
have been like single trees in a very large field, i-solated, and 
without any thing to unite them. 'J’hese times are happily over; 
but they have taught us to forget all the minor differences which 
may exist among Christians ; and the apostacy of those who have 
departed from tlie sound faith, lias l>een tlie means of increasing 
the brotherly love of all those who synipathixe in the grand truths 
of the GasjK?!. This is one of the chief reasons why tlie information 
of the attempt to form such aii Alliance was hailed in our country, 
with very great sympathy, by all real Christians. I recollect the 
time, almost twenty years ago, when you could travel perhajis one 
hundred (ierman miles, without having notice of more tlian two or 
three or four Ministers who still proclaimed the Gospel. It was then 
that Protestants fonneti practically that Alliance among themselves, 
which you arc now endeavouring to establish in your country and in 
the world. I recollect that at that time, not only were Protestants 
of different denominations united together; but that there W'ere a 
good number of Roman Catholic brethren united with them, who, 
alarmed at the apostacy and general infidelity which prevailed in 
their own church, gladly shook hands, and joined themselves with 
ortlualox Protestants. B«it at the present day, a spirit of sectarian¬ 
ism is on the increase, which has been widening again the distinc¬ 
tions between Christians of several denominations. Wc may say 
that, in general, Lutkeram have become more Lutheran, Roman 
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. »»»l ‘Umion which you complain 

W m ytMM. This tt'a* the other rcwioii which matte a» coiigratu* 
\nle tibmc ChmtUn^ of (Irvat Britain, who first hrmichcd the idea 
of ft general Union and t'onfederacy : and, if difference* and schism 
should break out in this Mectin;; (though I fed that stich must not 
be the case), still I would say, that it is a grand cause in which we 
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are assembled. In looking back through the ecclesiastical history 
of past centuries, do we find anywhere a cause like that which we 
rindicate and patronize ? To luy mind tliorc wcurs not an instance, 
where such a number of vari ms orthodox deiioininations have 
determined on unity in the grand truths of Cliristianity. It was 
this reason chielly which made me espouse the cause of this 
Alliance. Though I could not foresee what practical constupicnccs 
might follow from it, I wils determined, together with several of 
mv countrymen, to come here to see, not wh.at man would do, but 
what the Lord intended to do. I was sure the cause was a gmal 
one, even if we had not been assembled for any other purjiose. but 
that of making a public declaration of the unity of heart which 
exists. And, considering that the cause in itself w.is a gm>d one, I 
had also the persuasion, that the blessing of (tod would not Ik* 
withheld, and that ctinsetpiences might iirisi* from it which we 
could not foresee; and therefore f came here in fiith and liot by 
sight,—in faith expecting what tlio Lord might do. Aiul he tvho 
ha-s heard the multitude of praises which have l»een offercil to Him. 
and he who has listened to day to the sacred songs which in one 
room have been offered by the (ieriniin Brethren, 'n another room 
by the French Brethren, and in a third risim hv the Kiiglish 
Brethren, all to the same Lord and Saviour, in aym|iathy of heart*, 
—can he believe, that there will not be a gracious jwesence of 
Him who has united them thus.' I am sure that, even if no or¬ 
ganization whatever, for practical pur|M»ses, were taken into contem¬ 
plation, the theory itself would lie slmwn in practice. Have not all 
those who have united with the Brethren in prayer felt, that such 
unanimous prayers are in themselves the very greatest stimulus to 
energy and practice ? M’e have prayed together for the advent of 
the kingdom of the -Saviour : we have joined hearts and communi- 


• The Refonrud Churches on the Continent are distinfniuhctl from Ih* t.uihrrtm. 
The CtUhtran Churches are those which nrlojaed the Confetnon of Auitstnirgh, 
and Luther’s tiew of the seenunent of the laird’s .Supper. The lUfvrmud ('hioclM* 
aretboee which adopted generaily the vicwi of C»!*in end (h« Swim lUfonncr*, and 
has* their dutinct Confciiiont and Cslcchismt ia accordance therewith. The term 
Prott*taat would include both. Eniroa. 
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cuted to each other what is heart>cheering in our Country, and 
what i.s deplorable ; and is it possible that the general sympathy 
which hiis been excited by the.se themes can subsist without 
resulting in something practical ? I surely cannot think that this 
is possible. And, even if we do part again, without any practical 
tnea.sures having been adopted, I siip|iose the oMeetiiig would still 
be a practiciil measure in itself. I feel the persuasion, so fur as 
regards myself, that I cannot go back to iny own Country without 
having a deeper .sympathy with the concerns of the various Christian 
denominations which have as.sembled here. Again, it has been 
said, “ Why, if you only meet once in seven years, what benefit can 
result from your meetings?^ It is indeed to be lamented that such 
meetings as this could not oftener he repeated; but will not, I ask, 
these services unite our hearts by clo.ser ties than they have hitherto 
felt ? Ami, therefore, hy the practical measures which will 
follow, by the communications which we shall make to each other, 
and by respectively sympatlii/.ing in those things in which we 
mutually j)articipate, the bond of this day will remain, even when 
the days during which we shall as.semhle shall he over. 

1 shall, therefore, leave these meetings, after all that I have seen 
and experienced, with the sweet recollection that a cause has been 
accomplislied which is new in the history of the Church,—and which 
jdcasing the Lord (a.s I am certain it d(K‘s), will have His blessing 
in future. I am sure all my Ceriiian Brethren will share in the 
same feelings. 

Bev. AnoLPUK Mo.nod, of Montauban. This is not the first 
time, Mr. Chairman, that it has been my privilege to meet my dear 
Brother Dr. Tluduck, in an assembly somewhat of this kind. 
Twenty-one years ago, we met at a meeting jiresided over hy 
Joseph Biitlerv.orth, a man who would have delighted in such a 
day as this. I heartily cMiicur iii all tlie statements of my friend, 
whom we have now heard, who hiis/spoken his whole heart on the 
subject, and with feelings of great joy and exultation. 

[[After drawing an affecting contrast between the circumstances of 
exultation and encouragement under which British Christians were 
placed, and tho.s(! of ditficnlty with which Protest.ants in Romish 
countries had to contend,— and earnestly nsjuesting the prayers of 
all the Brethren present, M. MoikkI prttceeded.] 

1 wa.s just going to say a few words, resju'cting those things 
which have been done, or rather tried, in France, towards accom¬ 
plishing this Christian Union. They are so little, that I hardly dare 
speak about them in such an assembly. Still, I think I am hound to 

o 
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do SO, though in few words. They originated in a visit paid to us by 
the Rev. Dr. Alexander and Dr. King; iuid from tli.at moment, and 
especially in the little church formed in the city of Lyons, under 
the name of the Evangelical Church, the spirit which so mightily 
pervades this assembly beg-an to stir. The pastor of that church, 
M. Fisch, three years ago, sent to a certain number of ministers 
and other Christian gentlemen in France, a j)aper, in which he 
endeavoured to excite them to the promotion of Christian Fnion, and 
he laid down the principles which were to direct such operatiims, 
and the means to be employed. That j)aj)er I hold in my hands ; 
and I shall just read one sentence or two, as it is interesting to see, 
that, while the -same object was sought in different cojintries, and 
almost without mental communication, the .same spirit presided, at 
the same time ; though there is some difference as to the means 
employed. The meetings proposed by 31. Fisch to be held, were 
something like the present ; thoiigii they were to be, not delibera¬ 
tive, but consisting entirely of brotherly intercoursi" and communion. 
A correspondence was t<t l>e kept up, between ministers and other 
Christian people, emj)loyed and interested in that plan of Christian 
Union ; and lastly, brotherly visits were to be paid from jdaee to 
place, by what we might call “ agents of Ciiristiaii Union ; ” thereby 
employing the powerful means of human action and speecli in 
carrying out the work. 

•Since that time, several conferimces have been held in each year, 
and every year a paper of some kind has been issued with the same 
object. Xow, .Sir, we will endeavour to do something more ; and, 
on returning from this Conference, we will try to stir u]) onr 
Brethren in France to do more aUu. There is here hut a handful 
of Brethren from France; but, though tlius few, we belong to all 
the different denominations, or the different shades of religious 
opinion, in France. Therefore, .small as we are in number, we 
represent the Christians of France in geiier.il ; and our wi.sb is. 
when we return to France, to olf'r ourselves to onr Brethren as a 
sort of Committee, to carry out the plans avhich will jiroladdy be 
recommended by this Conference. And, if it please (lod to bless 
our efforts, however weak, we hope to ])riimote this great c.hisi- ; 
for I can truly s.ay, that we have it .at heart. UV consider it us a 
matter of duty; Wcaiise, though .another Christian is a dissenter, 
and I am a minister of the Ksiahlished Cltiirch ; or he is a Baptist, 
and I Iwptize children ; or he is a .Methmlist. and I am a Calvinist— 
(tbougJi I wish my friend Dr. Bunting to know I am not a very high 
Calvinist)—I should .say, “ My dear friend, you might make up your 
mind al once to be with me ; for you must tn;ike up your mind (I 
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trust, by the blessing of God) to spend with me your eternity." 
We are told, Mr. Chairman,—and I have heard it said, even by 
some good people in this city,—that we cannot succeed. Well, my 
answer is, we must succeed, because we have the prayer of the 
Lord Jesus Christ;—and before I am convinced that we cannot 
succeed, I must be convinced, that the Son can fail when he prays 
to the Father, I might say more—I should speak not in faith but 
by .sight, in saying that we have succeeded. I do not see what 
we can have more than wc have at present, if we look to the spirit 
of the Meeting. We may have greater operations, and I hope we 
shall. The time may come, when we shall have the united efforts 
of a greater number of Brethren than we have with us at present. 
And 1 hope the blessing of the Lord will rest upon us in all this 
undertaking. But, if we look to the spirit of the thing, I say, we 
have succeeded. AN'hen I hear what I have heard thi.s day—and (I 
must add) what I have heard in former days—I know we have 
succeeded. Kven this jioor, miserable, hard heart of mine has been 
more than once melted by what I have seen and heard. I have 
known occasions, when, though opinions differed, the heart wa.s 
convinced, and willing to give itself away: — when, especially 
under the speeches of men full of the power of God, and the 
unction of the Spirit, and still more under the power of prayer, the 
heart was melted and gave atvay all opinions as opinions, when 
matters of conscience were not called in tpiestion. This may be 
called weakness. Well, let it be weakness. But let me be com¬ 
forted with the thought, that it is the weakness referred to in that 
passage, in which I see the whole Gos|h*1 included, — ‘‘When I am 
tvcak, then am I strong.” But whilst 1 cherish this sentiment, 
and fondly deliver myself up to these hopes, I would not forget to 
repeat, what has b»‘cn so elocpiently said, that our trust and our 
whole expectation must be in humility ; not only liecausc humility 
is the ground on which every Christian virtue and grace will grow, 
but because humility is most especially connected with love. Let 
us rememher, that we shall n<tt always sail in high waters, as we do 
now: let us be prepared for low waters, let us look up to the Lord, 
and rememl>cr our own infirmitii's, that we may be prepared for 
those days, when difficulties will arise, and even appear greater 
than they really are. I was once in a meeting in which I was very 
near to heaven, (I do not refer to this Meeting—though, I think, 
we arc pretty near to heaven here, but to one which took place 
among some Christian Ministers in the south of France,) and the 
subject—the only subject—was, mutual cou fession of the sins com¬ 
mitted in the ejrercise of our Ministry. I never witnessed any 
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scene of the kind before, nor have 1 witnessed any thing like it 
since. The simplicity, the sincerity, the frankness, with which 
every one present imired out his whole heart—cimfessiiig even 
those things which, in ordinary tinu'S, he would not have dared to 
confess to a fellow creature, was wonderful. The elfect was. that 
our hearts were so knit together, that I have never eX|R-rienced tlie 
like since. The effect wius such in my own mind, tliat—to give an 
illustration—in mutual conversation with pious .Ministers wlioiii 1 
had never met till then. I was aotualiy ciaistr.iined to leave tlie 
formal 'you ’ and full into the‘thou;’—-a style of address which 
tee never adopt with persons with whom we are not very intimate. 
I could not have done it a tew mituites hefore, nor two hours 
afterwards. 

Sir, I am deeply convinced that if we suffer pri.le to j)euetrate 
our hearts, it will 1 h> a mortal enemy, it will give a reason to the 
world, and to our enemies, for their opposition'; and those who are 
halting will be hindeied, and prevented from joining us. IJut if 
we are kept in humility, confessing our sins, groaning under that 
misery, (though we can never have an ailetpiate idea of onr own 
unwnrthiness) in tlie presence of that (io.l \i lio hius saved us with 
an everlasting salvation liom everlasting jiain, tlien, mv dear 
Christiiin friends, and .Mr. Cliairman. we sliall he kept from evil ; 
and, as Jlr. Kirk has told ns, yve shall he “ mnniiments of grace." 
not only to promote Chri.stian I’nion, l.ut to slimy what it 7s. ami 
yvbat is its power, when that poiver is exercised, kept, utul 
maintained in humility. 


Rev. Professor La IlanPK. of Geneva, though uuexr.cctediv 
railed upon to make some observations, rejoic,.,!. ami tlmnkeil 
God, that he had the privilege to stand in a -Meeting, the like 
of which had not been .seen for centuries. His dear brother 
aionod had said, that they had prove.l the strength ami source 
of their Lnion in humility; and, that they might lie liumhie. 
he was confident :-tl.ey l.ad only to Imik to that meeting. ’I he 
Meeting could do ruucli, it could do evrTvtl.ing, by the m.wer of 
prayer. He trusted they alt kiierv what that yvas, iiml yvhat wis 

had bwn held for ages could con.p.ared, so he wished to im,,r..ss 
t^n them that such prayer mu.st arise from its mnlst, a.s had not 
been heard for centuries: and prayer thus ofrered, he IwHeyed 
«m,.ld most efficacious. JJy the prayer of Khjah. the he.ave,w 
bwrunie an for the spaci* of throi* V 4 <»r i i ir 

uponthelandoflsra d lnuthly T , T T 
be closed, but tlmt the blessing of (,.!il'l‘ Id “ 

g or tjoti siiouid come down u]ioii tlie 
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whole earth; that barrenness might lie turned into fruitfulness, and 
the wilderness blossom as the rose. They must ever remember 
that prayer, to be effectual, must be associated with humility; and, 
thus associated, it would bring down the blessing of God. He had 
not been sent to that Meeting as the representative of any Body ; 
but he knew that the spirit of union was not confined to the 
members of the Evangelical Society to which he belonged; but very 
many sincere Christhins, wlio did not belong to that Society, were 
equiilly interested in the jtroccss of the present movement. In 
(ieiieva, they were, as a body, in favour of union; and they were 
among the first to respond to the call which had been sent abroad, 
being determined that it should not be from Geneva, that 
difficulties should arise in the way of the success of the grand and 
noble object of Christian Union. 

Bev. Dr. Stkane gave <iut a number of notices respecting the 
meetings of the various Committees; after which the following 
names were added to “ The liusiuess Committee:”— 

Kev. Dr. King. Uev. Dr. .V. Symington. 

Sir .\mlrovv Agiicw, B.art. Kev. Dr. .\rihcr. 

Tlios. t'arril Wnr.'loy, K<‘|. Uvv. Dr. Crichton. 

Sannu‘1 I’letciuT, K«'i. ‘fhos. .tllin. 

Willinm Ihiultoii. Rsri. Rc-v. I>r. Rolwrt Brown. 

.foliu Trotter, K«i|. Ret. Jolin Seot». 

Rev. S. L. PoMiiov, of Maine, United .States, then engaged in 
jtrayer; ami the Conference adjourned to Thtirsilay morning, at 
10 o’clock. 



SECOXD DAY— Acgust 2()th. 


MORNING SESSION. 


The Coiifereiice re-asscinhleil at 10 o'clock, a.m. 

Rev. John Kkli.y moved, and 

Sir CuLLiNO Eariji.kv S.Mnii seconded, 

“That the Rev. Peter I.atrolK' prcsiilc over the Devotional Exercises.” 

Carried. 

The Ci/a;r.v/.4N —Dear Brethren, 1 desire to express the feeliiijc* 
I entertain of iny uiitvorthiiiess of the honour von h.ive done me, 
in permitting me to preside over the Devotii>naI Exercises of this 
morning ; and this I would do, Inith on my own Indiulf, and on 
behalf of the Church to which I belong. There are two or thri*e 
remarks which I wish to make, in reference to the spirit in which 
it seem.s to me that our delilwrations ought to he conducted. Two 
notes have been struck alreatly by two dear Fathers, in this Con¬ 
ference, in reference to the sjiirit which should prevail in these 
delightful sea.son.s of deliberation : the key-note of lAtrr, and the 
key-note of Thankx^ivina. But I think there is one still wanting, 
which, though perhaps les.s melodious and less jileasing to the «'ar, 
is equally necessary in order to complete harmony ; and that is the 
note of st'lf-ahascmcnt and of tUrp hiitnitintiun. I tri:.s; that w e all 
feel how greatly we need to huinhle ourselves before onr Lord and 
Master ; to abase ourselves in the presence of each other ; ami, 
according to the very interesting, and (to my mind) Ijeantifnl, 
affecting, and impressive observations made by one of our dear 
Continental Brethren of yesterday evening, to confess our faults one 
to another, and not to be ashamed to acknowledge to wli,»t an extent 
we have sinned. Need I remind our dear Brethren here jirewnt, 
that it was when Daniel, that man greatly In-loved, that man of 
holy desires, W!t.s making confession of his own and the people's 
sins, that the gracious revelation was made to him, which we find 
reciwded in the 0th chapter of his Prfqthecies } And I add the 
remark, that it was wl.en the first Christians, the first .liscipU-s of 
our Lord, that original Evangelical Alliance, were nssemided on the 
day of Pentcewt, and were feeling their utter need, their helpiew. 
ness and sinfulness, that the prayer went up to the Htdy of Holiea, 
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and blessings came down in alnindance. Sucli blessings. Brethren, 
we are not prepared to anticipate, and we have no right to antici¬ 
pate tliem, unless we meet in a similar spirit—confessing our sins, 
iiumbling ourselves before our linker, and acknowledging tliot it is 
of bis mercies we have not been consumed. And let me call 
upon you to unite in such an exjjre.ssion of feeling, in the language 
of a venerable layman, with which iirobably you are not familiar, 
but which, for two centuries and a half, has been used with great 
jirofit and edification by thousands of congregations in the land 
which we generally consider as our spiritual fatherland,—I mean the 
land of the Reformation,—and tvliich was coni]K>sed hy the dear 
friend and colleague of that eminent servant of God, Profes.sor 
Fraiike, of Halle T’Diversity, (and we possess in Dr. Tlioluck the 
pleasure of having a representative from that Institution,) composed 
by a beloved physician, who gave him his hand and heart in all his 
labours of love, and expresses fetdings i>i which I trust we can 
cordially unite. 

Si.'.sv; .'jlHtli Hymn, iHoravian Hymns. 

Rkao 9th Chapter of Daniel. 

Rev. .liiiiN JouiiAN engaged in prayer. 

.SfN« ■Kllst Hymn, .Moravian Hymns. 

Rkad 9rd Chajiter of t'olossiaii.s to the 17th verse. 

Rev. Jiiii.N On'ckkn of Ilamh'irgh engaged in prayer. 

Sir Ci i.i.i.NO Dakdi.f.y .‘'.uitii then look the Chair. 

Rev. M'. Rkva.n read tiie Minutes of the previous Sitting, 
which were confirmed. 

Rev. Dr. Sti am; read the order of business for the .Morning’s 
Session. 

Rev. Dr. Kino rose to make a proposal, which did not originate 
with himself, hut with a gentleman who hud always been a devoted 
and enlightened friend of the Kvaiigelieal Alliance, to the effect, 
that each Member of the (.’onfereiice should sign his name and 
residence nt full length, on a scroll prepared for the purjHJse; and 
that lithographed copies of the whole should be made, and dis¬ 
tributed among the Members. It was not wished that this .should 
be formally adopted as a Resolution, and so recordetl among the 
transactions of the Alliance; but it was a request to individual 
Members. Tliis was only intended as an introduction of each 
Member to every other Member; so that every individtial who 
received a copy, virtually accepted uii invitation to visit all the 
Members of the Alliance. And, on the other hand, it was an 
indication of the desire of each Memlier, that, when another 
member was in his locality, he should call and present the list, and 
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point to his name ; whereuiwii he would be hospitably entertained, 
and have all that attention given him which his circumstances 
might require. 

[^The suggestion made by Dr. King appeared to meet with 
universal acquiescence ; and it tvas agreed tliat immeiliate arrange¬ 
ments slumlJ be made to carry it into execution.] 

Rev. J. Howard Hinton. —The following Resolution has Ih'OU 
put into inv hands by tlie Ilusiness Committee, to facilitate the 
proceedings of the Conference. 

“That Members of the Conferenco be reqiicstetl, .is f.ir as pn.-sihli-, to (tire iiotiee 
of such .Amcmlments as they may iiuciul to proi^'se ; ami that no imlc(>cii.l- 
ent Motion be iutroiluced,, unless nola-e shall have lieen yiven of it at a 
previous Session. .All notices of Motion to be in u riting." 

It would be seen that, were this He.solntion passed, Members wioilil be 
requested to give notice, if jws.sible, of any .Amendment they i’i. 
tended to propose. Cases might arise, in whieli this would rmt he 
possible; but, in all eases where it was practiealde. it uas very 
de.sirable,—as the Business Committee would therel v ho’ th 
advantage of considerins such .Amendnients before they \vi .e dis¬ 
cussed in the Conference. Rut uitli respirt to all independent 
Motions, this Resolution would render it imjierative, •!e..* notii 
should be given of their introduction. It “as furtlier recessary 
that they should be given in writing. 

Rev. W. W. Ewb.ink .seconded t. ilesolution. 

The Chairman furtiier explained what wonhl he the effect f e 
present -Alotion,—wliich iv.is auhseqiieiitly put ami car-iecC 

After some conversation, in whi . i!.* l{e-. I'm;- r, tlie Rev. 

Dr. Reai’.viont, and the Rev. \V. Ri.van took part, 

Rev. Dr. Brown n.oved, and it wav resolved. 

“ That lOnl) copies of the .1*and each tlay Isj printcl lor the use of the 

Members of the Cotifcrcnce.'' 

Hon. and Rev. BArrisT Xor.t then rose to move, 

•' That four riiblic Mettings In- hehl during the .S s«i.in« .,f the Conlercnce; vjj — 

1. On Tnesday .Morning, .Augu.vt ‘J.ith, at 11 a.m. 

2. On VVednesdny Kvening, .\iigii,»t 2dth, at d r.v. 

3. On Thursday Kvening, August 27lli, at li e a. 

4. A .Meeting to lie condiictol in the French Ijingimge," 

Mr. XoEL said,—I will, in a few words, recommend the adoption 
of the Resolution, It in a part of tiu* verv object wc have in view, 
to interc^st as many as {>os.sih!e in the object.s of our present Meeting; 
and that interest is necessarily limiied, so long as onr dvIilH-rntiona 
are confined to this rmnn. There are two noKlca of increasing the 
Interest felt by Christian Brethren out of doom,— the emplormenl of 
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the Press, and the holding of Public Meetings. The Public Meetings 
prop<>.sed to be held will be one mean.s by which our Christian 
Brethren may be enlightened and intere.stcd in thi.s work ; and 
tlio.se Brethren who liax-e hitherto entertained scruples respecting 
oiir objects and pr(»ceedings, may then have them removed, ^llany 
who Jiave hitherto felt indirterence, .solely because they are ignorant 
upon the sulyect, will have thi.s ignonince enlightened. Xuinbers 
who already feel a cordial sympathy with us in the efforts we have 
made, ii'Uirally feel desirous to know something more of our 
j)rocee(!ings ; and these <lesires we sliotild satisfy, as far as possible, 
and make our Brethren acquainted with all the ble.ssings which a 
grac Mis (Jod has be.stowed upon us. But, besides these, there are, 
as we know too well, numbers <)f ])erson.s in this world, who .suspend 
their i(.,lgenients upo any measure till they learn what others think 
upon it. '1 hey are not accustomed to examine with mental inde- 
•leiKience, or to come to ‘ii independent deci.sion on any question 
which may be laid before them, or to treat any (piestion wholly 
apart from circumstances. It is of great importance to the ultimate 
suciess if our holy cause, tliat we should obtain such a demon¬ 
stration of g.iod .vill from Cliristian Bretliren in all quarters as will 
in- .'lice tlie feebler and more ductile spirits. And if there 
should lie an ii..siasuc response to this principle among our 
'iiliristian Bretliren out of the.se walls, if will teinl materially to 
promote the object .ve have in view. And. la.stly, I may mention, 
that the do.iger to .vbieii Dr. C’ox yesterday so aldy referred, of the 
inlliienec ..f the Pie- ' .'ing somewhat turned against our object, by 
t'li fact of its exciiivii ironi •' s ('onferenee, will. I hope, be 
neutrali/ed •() a great e\.o>' , by toe iiitiuence which these Public 
Aleetiiigs will have ii, nt tlic*' important portion of the community. 
Three Meeting.^ have been nro''osed by the Business Committee, to 
be held in Kxeter Hail. Tne ’'irst is proposed to be a morning 
Meeting; that many of those who have not the strcngtli or opjior- 
tiinity to attend in the evening, .should not be excluded from their 
share in the knowledge of mir proceedings. The two other Meetings 
it is proposed to hold in the evening ; which will give oppwtuiiity 
to our humbler Brethren, who are engagt'd in business during the 
day, to assemble to bear what God is doing for us. Thus all 
classes are in a measure provided for. If, however, contrarv 
perhaps- to their expectations, or Iteyoiid their expectations, then, 
sands apply for admission to these Meetings, I should greatly regret 
personally, when wc have so many able and pious speakers gathered 
from various parts of the world, that numbers of these ^ould be 
forced to be silent by there being only three Meetings held; public 
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assemblies will not hear speakers iiuleliiiitely; provision should, 
therefore, be made, and everytliing be in readiness, to hold more 
Meetings, till the public curiosity ami interest are in a measure 
satistied. And jierhaps I may venture to suggest, that it woulil 
not be desirable much to prolong these Meetings ; but that, if there 
Ih* a demand on the part of the public, it would be better that our 
American and Foreign Brethren, as well as our cotinlrymeii from 
every part of these Islands, should have an opportunity of addressing 
a larger number of Itleetings. But we have Brethren present, wlu> 
have interesting remarks to offer, whose hearts are filled with sym¬ 
pathy with ns, in this object, but theyciinnot suitably address large 
Fnglish audiences. It luis, therefore, been suggested, and the 
Business Committee unite in that suggestion, that there should be, 
if the Conference think fit, a fourth fleeting held, in Hanover 
Square Rooms or elsewhere, in which the French language might 
be the language employed; and I entertain the hope, that a very 
favourable impression will be prvaluced on the minds of niativ of 
the upper classes of Society, who have hitherto thought nothing 
of our movement, if they were addressed exclusively hy Brethren 
from the Continent, Germans and French, in their own language. 
These are the principal ihought.s which have occurred to me, in 
support of the Besolution which I have In'en rcqiie.stcd to move. 
Oh ! may that gracious fiod. wlio lias hitherto condescemled to aid 
us in our work, grant that lioth our deliberative and jiuUlic .Meetings 
may indeed be productive of such a permanent iiiiprovemcnt asmav 
give something of a Pentecostal characU-r to our proceedings. ,\iid 
I feel constrained to give utterance to the prayer, that our gracious 
God will grant us much faith, to hone that IVuteosst itself will he 
revived among us; to lielieve that He gave that blessing then 
merely as the first drops of a shower of iKuudictioiis; and that, in 
our day, in the progress of His cause in the World, still larger ami 
better blessings will he bestowed ! These, both the merits of our 
Redeemer, and the wants of mankind, conspire uiih Hi.s proiuises 
to make us look fur. 

Rev, M, Audebez addressed the Camference in French, Sir C. 
E. .S,uiTH interpreting what was Kud, sentence hy sentence, to the 
following effect.—I shall say very little in seconding the Resolution, 
and my rea.son for speaking at all is, the extremely small inimlier of 
I* reiicli that are present at the Conference. I am here representing 
only myself; but I think that if a Public .’Meeting were held, in 
which the nature and objects of the Alliance were presented in 
the French language, it would have a very considerable influence 
upon our Brethren in this city, who speak that language. Our 



SECOXn DAY-MOBNINO SES8IOX. 


43 


Brethren on the Continent will be particularly interested in the fact, 
that we, Frenchmen, have taken part in the proceedings of this 
holy Conference. And it is of great importance that France, and 
that part of the Continent which speaks the French language, should 
furnish a large contingent to the intended Confederation. I con¬ 
ceive that we are doing here what the Lord permits and approves ; 
and that what we are performing is, in truth, the accomplishment 
of what lie hath said in the second chapter of the Prophecy of 
Isaiah, “ And it shall come to pass in the last days that the moun¬ 
tain of the Lord’s house shall be established on the top of the 
mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations 
shall flow unto it." 

I consider that, in this place, there is an assemblage of the differ¬ 
ent regiments of that spiritual army sjroken of in the twentieth 
Psalm: and that the army, thus assembler!, receives here the royal 
standard, under which it is to march to victory; and the colours of 
that flag are three—faith, hope, and love. 

Rev. Dr. F. A. Cox, of Hackney, suggested that preparations 
should be made, in case of an overflowing attendance, to hold simul¬ 
taneous meetings in other places than Exeter Hall. In the first 
great Meeting, no provision of the kind had been made; there was 
an overflowing attendance; and multitudes went away exceedingly 
disappointr'd. He tvoiild also suggest, res]K*cting the proposed 
iMeeting, to be adilressed in French, that it should stand thus,—the 
French and (jernian languages. 

Some further conversation took place respecting the number of 
the Public Meetings, and the regulations under wlrieh they should 
be conducted, and persons admitted to them ; in which A. C. Di;x- 
Dop, Estj., Rev. Dr. Beaumont, and Rev. Dr. Mobison trrok 
part; wlten Rev. Dr. Buntino suggested that, as a Public fleet¬ 
ing Committee Iiad been appointed, it vvould be Iretter to refer all 
these matters tt> them. The Conference need not spend much time 
in doing that which they had appointed a Committee to do. 

Rev. Dr. Bvrtii enquired whether the arrangements for these 
Meetings, especially the fourth, devolved upon tliat Committee of 
which he was the convener ? 

Rev. Dr. Stkank explained that the General Arrangement 
Committee had charge of the Public Meetings, so far as making the 
arrangements for them was concerned ; that is, engaging the rooms, 
providing tickets, and taking care that every thing should t)e con. 
ducted in good order: hut that Committee of which Dr. Byrth and 
Dr. RatBes were the Secretaries, had the duty of selecting speakers 
and of preparing Resolutions. 
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Some further discussion followed, on points connected with the 
Public Meetings, in which Rev. Dr. Raffles, Rev. A. 1). Cnnipbell, 
Joseph Tritton, Esq., Uev. W. W. Ewbank, Rev. T. Binney. lion, 
and Rev. B. W. Noel, Rev. J. A. James, and others took jKtrt ; 
when it was iinallv ruled, that all such tpiestions should lie remitted 
to the proper Committees ; and the Resolution, as proposed by Mr. 
Noel, was put and carried. 

Rev. Dr. Stkane then announced that the Rev. Dr. Wardlaw 
would move the first Resolution on the subject of C hristian 
Union. 

Rev. Dr. Wardlaw moved,— 

“ I, That this Conference, composed of professing Christians of many different 
Denominations, all exercising the right of private judgement, and, tlirongli 
common infirmity, differing among themselves, in the views they severally 
entertain on some points, both of Christian doctrine and ecclesiastical [‘olity, 
and gsithcred together from many and remote parts of the World, f.ir the 
purpose of promoting Christian L'nion, rejoice in m.aking their nnai.irious 
avowal of the glorious truth, that the Cluirch of the Living tltol, while it 
admits of growth, is One Church, never having 1i>st, and being incapalile 
of losing, its essential unity. Not, therefore, to create that unity, lait to 
confess it, is the design of their iis-smuhling together. One in reality, they 
desire also, as far as they may be able ti> attain it, to lie lUilily' one ; and 
thus, both to realize in themselves, and to exhibit to other.*, that a living and 
everlasting union hinds all true twlievers together in the fellowship of the 
Church of Clirist, ‘ which in His body, the fuincss of Him that liilvth a:! 
in all.’ ” 

The Rev. Doctor .snid.—In connexion witli the greut niovement for 
Christian Union, there arc two very plca.'iiig f.ielst, of whieli tliey 
had visible assurance by looking around upon that Meeting.—the 
fact of Variety, and the fact of Unity. The fact of \’arieiy 
existed in two forms,—variety of sentiment, and variety of locality. 
They were of different Christian Denominations—would to U'hI 
the term had never lieen originated ! He presumed that there ut e 
then present the representatives of not less, perhajis more,than twenty 
different Evangelical Christian Denominations. He might also say, 
that, since denominational Chri.stianity liegan, there had never been 
such a manifestation, at once of its Variety and of it.s Unity, as 
they saw before them at th.at moment. Tlieir Variety of senti. 
m^nt WAS, therefore, a great fact; as was also their variety of 
locality, for they had assembled from various ami distant parts of 
the world; and y'ct the fact of their Unity was equally evident. 
They felt that they were One; and, in this particular instance, 
they had individual proof that distance of place does not imply 
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any severance of lieart. They had felt as one before they 
came toj'ether : he had felt united to every one of his Brethren in 
America, and on the Continent, before he had seen them ; but now 
they felt themselves more stroisgly united in a common bond. 
They felt that the various points in which they differed, were like 
so many forces keeping them apart; but, at the same time, they 
felt that the great and essential Truths,—which they all believed, 
and which were the objects of their common faith,—were like so 
many forces drawing them closer to each other, and holding them 
together in love. And he ])resumed they had, in this very circum¬ 
stance, a stronger manifestation of the power of that Truth, than 
if tin' contrary forces were not in existence. They ought all, 
therefore, while tlie fact of Variety was before them, to rejoice in 
the fact of Unity. When a sinner came, under the influence of 
the Spirit of the Living (hsl, to feel his need of a Saviour, and to 
sue in Jesus Christ a Saviour .suited to that need, and to accept the 
offered mercy of God. he became a member of Christ’s B<Kly ; and, 
becoming one with Christ, he became, at the same instant, one 
with all who were of Cliri.st, throughout the whole earth. And 
when a sinner thus became united to Christ, and to the whole body 
of the faithful, he became united with Him for ever. For this 
Union not only embraced all who believed in Jesus on the 
face of the earth, but (delightful thought!) there was a Union 
betvveen earth and heaven. .Some there were who would have de¬ 
lighted to have bctai with them on the jrresent occasion,—to have 
assisted and encouraged them in the great work, had they not been 
removed to the enjoyment of a purer and a holier bliss ; but there 
was a union between eartlt and heaven. The AjN*stle speaks of 
the Father of the Lord Jesus, as the Father •* of the whole family 
in heaven and in earth.” Hoxv delightful w.ts the contemplation of 
this, that they, on earth, were one with “ the spirits of just men 
made, perfect,” who had gone before them to glory ! In his own 
Person the .Saviour presented that union which existed between 
llis Divine and Human Nature; and the great object which He 
came from heaven to earth to effect was. the reconciliation of the 
Divine and human nature—the reconciliation of the sinner to God. 
Thus He was the centre of all uiiiu!i between His disciples. All 
hearts were drawn to Hint. The more they looked to tlie Lamb 
that was slain, the more they felt themselves one with Him. And 
the effect of this Union was, to make the Assembly above, one 
with the “ General Assembly of the Church of the first-born,—who 
are written in lieuveii," though nut yet there. “ The spirits of 
just men made perfect ” were distinguished by the Apostle from this 
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AaMHBldjr of tito Chnreb of the fint-borii, who are written 
ta bMVM j" but they would all dually join together in the house of 
tmsy luanuoiu, which had been consecrated for the reception of the 
wltole Hedeetned Fantily, who were united in Christ, and united in 
tVve ^rfeclton of purity, and in the perfection of love. And that 
Conference was assembled,not,” in the words of the Resolution, 
“ to create that Union, hvit to confess itfor, as the same Resolu¬ 
tion also observed, “ the Church of the Living God, while it adinits of 
growth, is one Church, never having lost, and never being capable 
of losing, its essential Unity.” They were there assembled for the 
purpose of effecting a visible Union among Christians on earth. 
And he trusted, that that Union would not only be exhibited in 
those delightful meetings, but exhibited more and more in the re¬ 
sults of that Alliance which he hoped they were met to form. 

Rev. Dr. Olin.— 8ir, I feel .very deeply the ditliculty which 
was expressed, with so much Ie.ss reason, hy the venerable father 
who preceded me; and, if he had reason to feel distrust and 
embarrassment in being called suddenly to address such an assembly 
as this—how much more should I, when with so few qualifications, 
and without a moment's preparation, I am called to appear before 
an assembly, from whom I have no right to expect that predilection 
which both it and the Christian world must feel for that venerable 
man. I feel, indeed, that the expressions of your kindness with 
which you have greeted me, are not meant for me personally, but 
for others who are far away—the Christian Churches who will liear 
of what you are doing here. This exuberance of British Cliristian 
feeling has shown itself very forward, to bring tis from the other 
side of the water, into a prominence which we did not expect or 
desire; and to which we feel we have no just pretensions. It 
shows us how deep the sympathy of the British mind—the Christian 
mind of England—is, with all that appertains to the Religion and 
welfare of their Brethren—shall I say their Children ?—on the 
other side of the Atlantic. I know that, had it nut been for that 
feeling, 1 should not have been called to stand before you this 
morning; and I a little wonder that some of my gifted Brethren 
from the United States, who are known to you so well, should 
not have occupied my place; unless perhaps it was thought, that 
you would manifest a greater degree of fraternal regard to America, 
by calling out one of the more obscure and less-gifted, to express 
those^ sentiments which swell and glow in all our bosoms. For 
myself I can say, that I never felt anything more strongly, than that 
oor Denominational names and peculiarities are the hay and 
stubble; whilst God has another way of marking His dear 
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children, and bringing them out as a visible Church—visible in our 
day, and hereafter to he so—though not so formerly. The sympathy 
of sentiment which I have felt since I came here, is so great, that 
1 should consider, that that man had parted with his understanding 
and lost all his powers of observation, who could go away from these 
Meetings, and hold that the Church of Christ is not one, composed 
of all those who in sincerity love our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. From the observation and experience I have had, of the 
progress and influence of this question in the United States, I can 
say, that the various Denominations of Christians (and there are 
more there than any where else), have had a demonstration they 
never had before, but which I trust will go on strengthening—that 
the Church of Christ is one, in all its essential cliaracteristics. I 
rejoice to say—and my heart burned within me last night, when my 
Brethren from America were testifying of the success of this good 
cause there—that the proposition for holding this Conference was 
received in America with a most unexpected, cordial, and all but 
universal welcome. For several years I had considered myself a 
little in advance of some of my Brethren in the matter of Christian 
charity ; and had hoped that something could, at no distant time, be 
done, to promote the more entire unity of the Church ; but I con¬ 
fess I had no hope of such results as have been since developed. 
Fight or ten years ago I offered up my sectarian bigotry—if any 
were left in my heart—upon the altar of iny Saviour. I had been 
set apart for the work of the Ministry, and had been sent into 
Foreign lands, where I had to lament over the mournful condition of 
the Cliurches of the East—Armenian, Greek, and what not;—and 
when 1 saw how fallen and dead they were, and how incapable of 
reflecting one gleam of light, for the illumination of those around 
them, and for the glory of Christ; and when I looked back upon 
the Churches of my own native land, and thought of the different 
banners under which they might go forward, it seemed to me a 
burning shame, that there should be anything like division among 
those who were redeemed by the same Saviour and sanctified by the 
same blessed Spirit, I remember well the hour when, walking 
solitarily upon the banks of the Nile, I lifted up my voice when 
none but God heard me, and offered up my sectarian bigotry ; and 
vowed that I would never know a difference lietween Christians 
because they were not of the same opinion. It was. Sir, perhaps 
from this incident, that I thought I had arrived at a position a little 
in advance of that occupied by wiser and lietfer Brethren in my 
own Country. But, when the announcement was made, that there 
was soon to be an attempt to develop this Christian Union in a 
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visible form, I felt a throb of delight I never before experienced, at 
the thought, that tlie attempt was to be made, even if it failed. 
But when I met my Brethren of different denominations—men 
whom I l»d regarded as a little too strait in their opinions—and 
when I found that their faces were glad when this new enterprise 
was mentioned, I made the discovery, that there was in the ..American 
Churches, bidden, and only visible to the eye of God, a great deal 
of catholicity, which only wanted the word to be s])uken to leap 
forth into manifestation. The history of Christianity in the United 
States has been peculiar. Our cliurclies, our sects, many of them 
are comparatively young, and struggling into existence in the midst 
of opposing influences. The denomination to which I belong is one 
of the youngest, though now oi.e of the largest; and I know that, 
in the course of its progress, it has met with an enormous degree of 
opposition and reproach, and has endured a great deal of unkindness. 
So it was, that the battles which were fought twenty or thirty years 
ago left the Churches, and above all left the IMinisters, in armour, 
like knights of old, standing with their weapons by them, looking 
out defiance upon those around, and bidding men to keep at a 
proper distance if they hoped to maintain their peace. Knowing 
this, I was afraid that many of these Fathers would look unfavourably 
upon this movement; and, if they did not oppose, would not help 
us. But the progress of the cause has shown that I u as greatly 
mistaken. The grace of God found its way througli the joints of 
the armour ; and we beheld men prepared to be workmen in this 
cause, whom we had looked upon as opponents. A wonderful 
work of preparation had been going on in the hearts of the peoph*; 
so that, when the announcement was made, that such an enterprise 
was on foot in the Fatherland—(and I feel more inclined now to 
claim the affinity than ever I did befofe)—they were prepared to 
co-operate in the work ; and the moment the banner was lifted up 
with “ Charity ’’ written ujion it, as it floated to and fro in the 
light of heaven, good men came up and arranged themselves under 
it in multitudes. So rapidly was this done, that it appeared as 
though an army, fully equipped for battle, had sprung forth at once 
from ambush in a forest. I am not prone to use figures ; but 
another occurs to me at this moment. No sooner had the Church 
lifted up this banner of Union, than it became as it were, a point of 
attraction, drawing towards it clouds, sailing about in every part of 
the heavens, which poured forth an abundance of rain. G(»d was in this 
enterprise.. May I speak a single word in reference to what I may be 
suppo.Hed to know of the statu of feeling in my own denomination? 
Of the different Conferences of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
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to which I belong, I believe nil but one have, by an almost 
unanimous vote, concurred in the objects of this Alliance; and 
many of them have sent out preachers and laymen to represent 
them here. I would not use the word “ delegate ” in any offensive 
sense; but I cannot pass over the fact, that I am a delegate, 
representing here nearly four hundred Christian Ministers, who— 
by an unanimous vote, or nearly so—requested me to leave my usual 
occupations, to bear testimony before this great assembly of the sons 
of God, that they concurred most heartily in your enterprise. And 
I may say, that the Methodist denomination generally are of the 
same mind ; and tender, through their representatives who are here, 
their cordial approval, and the pledge of their co-operation—so long 
as you pursue the things which make for peace and the glory of the 
Saviour. Having made this statement, and expressed our un¬ 
bounded and heartfelt concuirence in this movement, I shall 
resume my seat, simply adding, with regard to these meetings, that 
since 1 came into the world, I never before have enjoyed seasons of 
such linmingled satisfaction, or have felt so deeply how precious is 
the tie which binds the sons of God together. 

Rev. S. Ik PoMuoY.—I came into this Meeting, Sir Culling, 
with the resolution that I would not speak -, for I had a little of 
the feeling which a Christian Brother of mine once expressed, when 
he was just upon the verge of eternity and heaven. I don’t say it 
was humility; I don’t know what it \vas. I asked him how he 
felt in view of the exchange of worlds ? The hand of death was 
upon him, and he lifted up his trembling hand, and said to me, 
“ Sir, I am a great sinner; but I do hope there is a little corner 
somewhere in the great and universal kingdom of God, where, 
through grace, I shall be permitted to 8i>end my eternity,” And he 
laid his head down, and soon died. That “ little corner in some 
part of God’s great and universal kingdom ” satisfied him; and I 
felt that, if there was in this room a little corner, I should wish to 
be there; and therefore I purposed nut to si)eal<. But my heart is 
so stirred up that I cannot help it; 1 must speak that i may 
be refreshed. Mr. Chairman, I perceive tliat the Spirit has been 
poured out upon this assembly-k-the Spirit «£ love and humility; a 
refreshing from the presence of the Lord: and I perceive that the 
blessedness of this spirit is pervading all these hearts. Sir, alloyt; 
me to say, that I have been permitted,; In the providence of God, 
to know that blessedness for more than fourteen years; for, in the 
little city where 1 reside, there has been, for the last thirteen or 
fourteen years, a public, practical illustration of all the principlea 
sought to be carried out 'by this Alliance, with thb biased results 
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which necessarily follow. In that little city, there arc some six or 
seven different Denominations, all mingling together and combined 
in, essentially, the princi|»le8 laitl down as the very Basis of this 
Union, although they have no written constitution. The ministers of 
all the Evangelical Denominations are in the habit of meeting, every 
Monday morning, from 9 till 11 o’clock, to consult on the general 
interests of Religion, to pray together, and to spread before each 
other their own difficulties, and the state of things in each of their 
churches. And never, during that whole time, has there been a 
ripple on the surface of that beautiful sea, either among the 
Ministers or the Members of their different churches. Now, Sir, 
instances have occurred, where, in the transactions of business, 
difficulties have arisen between a Member of my Church and a 
Member of the Baptist or the Methodist Church ; and all we have 
had to do was—to bring them ti^tfaer, and the matter was settled. 
Questions of discipline are as readily settled among the diffierent 
Denominations as though they were but one ; and sometimes 
the Spirit of God descends upon us in a most wonderful manner, 
pervading all the Denominations in the city, giving full effect to the 
preadiing of the Word. The result of those weekly meetings has 
been, that, when we go into onr pulpits—though we all preach what 
we believe to be true, and have no hesitation in referring to those 
differences which exist among us; yet, after those meetings for 
prayer from week to week, it is not in our hearts to say a harsh or 
bitter Uiiug. That is a simple illustration, which I tvished to lay 
before this Meeting, of the principle of Christian Union ; to show 
you. Brethren, that the thing is practicable, for it has been reduced 
to practice. I used to think that the Denomination to which 
I beiong--»the Congregationalists—the descendants of the Old 
Puritans that went from your blessed Island, were larger-heorted, 
and more catholic and liberal than some of the Denominations 
round about; and I will tell you bow it was I thought so; it was 
because 1 knew more of them. But when we tiame together from 
different Denominations (and as onr Methodist Brethren change 
their places every two years, we have a constant succession of them), 
and talked the matter over, 1 found the same feelings prevailing in 
all, which 1 had ascribed to my own Denomination. And I declare 
to yon, that, in these meetings, we neither know nor feel any other 
, than aa one Denomination. I may tell yon ftirthev; we can tit 
' down in our meetings, and talk over, in a calm, Christian, and 
brotherly way, all our differences of opinion. We can disenm 
• Free-will and PvedeMination, Adnlt Baptism and Piedo>baptism,and 
«th« ooBtroverrial ^tions, and then thali not be one nnkind 



BliCOJtD WAV-MOKSIXa 41 

feeliug. And the reason ef this is, that we simply come together, 
and learn how each other feel: and it is just so all the world 
o\'er. 1 venture to say, that if you were to go through this great 
City, and get together all the Christian people and Christian 
Ministers, and let them talk to one another, and understand each 
other, they would be astonished beyond measure at finding how far 
they agreed; and that the points in which they agreed, compared to 
those in which they disagreed, were as a hundred to one at least. I will 
not prolong these remarks, but simply say, that, from the moment this 
Alliance was proposed, my heart entered into it. I was in this king¬ 
dom last year, on my journey to the East, and learned something of 
what was proposed to be done; and, as 1 went through France, 
Switserland, Italy, Malta, Greece, Turkey, and Syria, I talked to the 
Brethren about it. It was very late when I reached Malta, and on 
Episcopal Brother asked me to take tea with him, and attend a little 
meeting they were going to have. He said he had heard something 
about an Alliance which was to be formed in England, and he wanted 
to talk the matter over. " That I will do,” I replied, “ with all my 
heart.’* At that meetingthere wasa Methodist Brother, a Presbyterian 
Brother, and two or three others; and, having prayed and talked 
over the matter, it was soon settled, to send a delegate to this Con¬ 
ference. Proceeding to Constantinople, I there metsvith seventeen 
Missionaries—men of God; men, I verily believe, of the spirit-of 
the Apostles, labouring amidst the darkness and corruptions of that 
land. They brought the matter up, and said, “What is this 
Alliance about ? What is done or doing ? We wish to have a 
hand in it.” And the matter was conversed about; and they appointed 
one of their number—(a beloved Brother from Smyrna, who is now 
a Member of this Conference,—so that Western Asia is represented 
here)—to come to this Meeting. They felt, as far as I u'as able to 
ascertain their feelings, that, if this Alliance were formed, it would, 
perhaps, in the wisdom and goodness of God, constitute a mighty 
fulcrum, across which might be poised a lever, that would raise up 
the mighty mass of death and OMruption which is crnshing those 
Eastern lands. They had a hope that something would be done— 
something at least projected—which, if carried forward and 
completed, would exert a mighty infinence in breaking down diote 
great systems of superstitiim and error, which for ages have been, 
as it were, the gates of hell, through which men are through^ 
every day, and every hour, and every minute, with the hope of 
heaven! 1 pray God, that those expectations, formed by onr 
Missionary Brethren, may not—and I believe they will not—be 
disappointed. 

B 2 
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Rev. jNI. Vkrnet sjioke ia Freucli, (Sir C. K. Suiitli trmislatiag 
as before.)—I am sorry that, to a certain extent, I am unable to 
comprehend what is said here: but 1 comsulu inystdf with the 
conviction, that I am understood by }'0U all, and you understand 
me, because it is a question of love. What 1 do not understand, I 
translate by love; and my desire is, that, what you do not 
understand, you should translate in the same manner. The work 
in which you are here engaged is peculiarly dear to Evangelical 
Christians in France; there is not a heart in France which knows 
the Lord, which does not beat strongly in favour of the object you 
are endeavouring to effect. And this is not only from sympathy, 
but from a deep feeling of our necessities; for we have great 
need in France—I do not say to love one another, because we do 
that already, but to unite ourselves together by love. We have 
been too much occupied with our own affairs, and have aided and 
assisted each other too little: but the time is come when it is 
necessary, that, in loving Him who i.s love, rve should love one 
another, and walk together. It is a duty which presses upon us in 
our present circumstances: we are a small minority in Prance, and 
are obliged to stru^le against every description of opposition to 
the work of God ; and among the foremost of these obstacles is the 
Roman Catholic Church. You know that enemy. But in your 
midst he is still very weak, and works, so to say, stealthily; while 
with us, he is in the ascendant, and meets ns in every direction ; 
and we have to contend against him by devotion and by union. 
The Papacy has against us, as it has against all Christians, the 
appearance, of union; we must have the realilp ; and then we are 
sure of victory, for the God whom we serve is the God of Truth. 
Our friend Audebez compared the individuals comprising this 
assembly to the different regiments of the same army; I hope we 
ate only a few of the officers, and that we have our regiments 
behind us. Those laments require to be organized. We will 
carry to them your flag, and your pass-word, and that word will be 
«love.” It has been properly renuu-ked, that the object which has 
assembled us is, to manifest our union; but it must not be 
forgotten, that to manifest union is to create it. There is the germ 
of union in all hearts into which the Truth of God has penetrated, 
and that germ must be made to live. It is by friction that heat is 
hrpught out ei bodies; and so most it be in this case. The 
I»inciple whidi is at the root of this work is Truth, and I believe it 
could not be otherwise; but I feel the necessity of declaring—and 
1 believe you will feel it also—that Love does not stop at the limits 
of Truth. Love should extend itself to all; only, to those who 



SECOND D.VV —MOBNING SESSION. 


58 


have experienced the Truth we are called upon to practise it in its 
highest and strictest sense. It is desirable that tlie principle of our 
union should be large enough to include all who love the Saviour ; 
and, in reference to those who are not with us, great care should be 
taken to discriminate between those who are yet in ignorance on 
the subject, and those who attack,ns. There are many souls who 
are marching onwards; and we must stretch out our hands toward 
them; we must beware of placing between them and us a wall 
which they can not pass over. It has been said, that one 

intended action of this Alliance will be to resist Popery. But it 
will also have operations of a different kind; and the most 
important, in the estimation of some, will be, the action it will have 
on our own hearts. It is a sort of sword, whicli God has put into 
our own hands; but we must turn it against ourselves; and, by its 
means, destroy those evil habits and antipathies, by which we are 
often set in opposition one to another. The work will be accom-’ 
j)lished, or, at least, be certain of accomplishment, from that day, 
when every Hlemher of the Union is able, at all times, not only to 
iirtirm but to prove bis love. This principle of Love must be in 
us, and circulate through us, and animate our belief, our words, 
and our actions. Thence the necessity of prayer to the Holy 
Spirit; for it is by His power alone, that we can hope to produce 
the fruits of this work. As I before stated, I cannot profit by all 
you say. But I chielly propose to myself this—that, on my return 
to my own Cinirch, I shall stretch out the hand of affection towards 
tliose to whom I have not hitherto been sufliciently cordial. Let 
that be done by all, and the work will be accomplished. 

The Resolution was then put and carried. 

A verse of a hymn was then sung. 

Several notices were given. 

Rev. W. Chaemers enquired, whether it was expected of the 
Publication Committee, that they should prepare a Report of the 
proceedings during the Sittings, to be offered for admission into the 
]iublic prints ? or whether that Report had better be delayed till the 
rising of the Conference ? There were difficulties in the way of 
the first pro]K>sition. 

Rev. W. Bkvan replied, that the design of appointing the 
Publication Committee was, that it might superintend the passing 
through the press of any documents which should hav'e passed the 
Conference. No such documents bad been referred to that 
Committee ns yet, excepting the paper which had been read by 
Dr. King. 

Rev. Dr. Bennett had taken an active part in the discussion in 



54 


ETAMOZttCAl ALIitAKCl. 


tbe Aggregate Committee for the' exclusion of reportem, but, at the 
same time, he took up the idea of Mr. t'lmlmers, and hoped that 
some report of the general results of their meetings would be 
published in the various periodicals of the country. A great many 
persons were interested in this movement; and these had a claim 
upon ns for some information. 

Sir C. E. Smith.— You will pardon me, if, in now vacating the 
Chair, I propose that it be taken by the Hon. Justice Crampton. 
Rev. Dr. Stkane seconded the proposition, which was agreed to. 
Hon. Justice Crampton took the Chair, and said, he should 
best discharge his duty, by calling Hi>on the Secretary to read the 
order of business. 

Rev. Dr. Steane moved, and the Rev. A. D. CA»iPBBi.ti 
seconded, 

■“That the Conference adjourn on Saturday at I o'clock v. ni. to Monday at 
10 o'clock, A. a.” 

Carried. 

Rev. Thomas Binnev rose to a point of order. 

Whereupon, after some conversation. 

The Chairsian ruled, that a point of order can only be raised 
upon something under discussion. He would, therefore, return r.. 
the proper course of business. 

Rev. John Jordan moved:— 

** That this Conference, while recognizing the eu-at'al Unily of the Christian 
Church, feel coiisf.niued to deplore its ,.xi«ting .Vrisions, and to express their 
deep sente of the sinfulness inroirnj in the alienation of aifecUon by which 
they have been attended, and ui' ‘iie manifold evils which have resulted there¬ 
from ; and to avow their solemn cnnvictmn of the necessity and duty of 
taking measures, in humble dependc’ e on the Divine blessing, towards 
attaining a state of mind and feeling more in accordance with the spirit o, 
Christ Jesus.” 

Mr. Jordan said—Dear and reverend Brethren, if I have looked 
forward to the assembling of this Conference with mingled hojte 
and anxiety—in which, however, the hope exceeded the anxiety,— 
1 trust I may be allowed to express the happiness I now feet, in 
seeing around me so grand a Meeting as this, in which so many 
men, differing in many respects from each other, are, notwith. 
standing, one in spirit and one in the Truth. I am sure I have 
very wrongly caught the feeling of this Conference, if that he not 
the general feeling of those here assembled, and if it be not 
precisely the same which beats in my own heart. In leading the 
Conference to a consideration of this Resolution, I think 1 cannot 
do better than endeavour to set before you the circumstances of 
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my own experience, which led me to recognize this great doctrine of 
the Christian Church. 

I have had in my day, donbtle.ss like many others — like most 
here—my prejudices and my bigotry to overcome. When I 
first became a Minister of that Church to which I belong, I 
was a curate; and, much as I was interested in the work in 
which I was engaged, I little understood the true principles on 
which it was to be carried on. When, therefore, I was called upon, 
by a Christian Brother,—who was the Mini.ster of a Dissenting 
Congregation,—I declined to reply to that invitation, and refused 
altogether to enter into any communion with him; not thinking, 
with the feelings I then had, that we had any common interest. I 
did not long continue in that place; and, after my removal from it, 
I passed some years before I was stationed in am)ther cure. But, 
on entering upon my .second curacy, and becoming acquainted with 
the people among whom I was appointed to labour, I soon dis¬ 
covered, that, from previous circumstances, there was, among the 
great mass of the people, an utter want of all Religion. 1 began to 
look around for those with whom I could have Christian fellowship ; 
and I soon found, that it was not among those who called 
fhem.s( ’ves members of my own Church, that I could have it, but 
amoiig othei' who difieied with me. There I met with Christian 
sympathy; and, stwn becoming interested in the.«e people, I found, 
by degrees, that, while they sometimes attended my place of 
worship, they wer> more regular in their attendance at the various 
chapels in the p'^rish. T''<' <,uosiion then arose in my mind, what 
was to be dono i case of vh.s kind.> How was I to demean 
myself towards those who ferreneou 'y as I thought) differed from 
me ? Then came in the wi rking of prejudice. But, when I saw, 
and could not but acknowiedgo, that those differing Brethren were 
Christian Brethren, I determined to recognize them as such, and to 
deal with them as such; and that, even if I met with opposition (as 
I conceived might be the case), I would meet that opposition in 
what I conceived a right and proper mode. This course was not 
alt<^ether the happy one I had proposed to myself. I did meet 
with opposition; and certainly, in many cases, where least of all 
I should have expected it. Then I had to consider with myself, 
how that opposition was to be dealt with f And I came to the 
conclusion, that—wherever 1 could recognise a class of persons 
belwiging to a Denomination whose principles were distinctly 
known, and whose principles I could carefully examine—I must 
judge of that Body, not by the individuals witli whom I might come 
in contact, but by the principles which that Body itself put forth, 
and upon which it professed to act. And if, Sir, I met with 
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opposition and hindrances in niv work, 1 laid them to the score of 
that sin which abounds in us all; and I was contented to lire in 
fellowsliip, even with those who differed from me, trusting that, in 
time, they would sec my object and imitate my example. 

A year or two since, a woman who was in my employment ns a 
village schoolmistress, and whom I regarded ns a truly Christian 
woman, became connected with the Baptist denomination; and,— 
though she was willing to have continued my schoolmistress, and did 
not herself seem rightly to understand her altered position,— I did 
not conceive, that she could conscientiously carry out that which I 
conceived it to be my duty, as a Minister of the Church of 
England, to insist on, or that she could conscientiously teach the 
Church Catechism, in which infant baptism is recognised. There¬ 
fore, though with great pain to myself, I was obliged to represent 
to her, tliat she must leave her situation. I was well atvare that 
this would be judged harshly by many: but I was comirelled to 
content myself with the thought, that I had met the difficulty as 
well as I could. This continued till the spring of the present 
year, when, in aid of the grand and glorious w'ork which we are 
now carrying on, I invited all the Christians in the parish to 
assemble together for a Union Meeting. I had with me the 
Wesleyan Minister, and the Baptist Minister, who said, nut to 
myself, but to a friend of mine, that he was now satisfied, that I 
bad acted upon right principles, and that I was really willing to 
carry out the true principles of Christianity. We had a very 
delightful Meeting, though a small one, as must necessarily be the 
case in a small agricultural parish, such as mine is. But we are by 
no means contented with one Meeting. We contemplate holding a 
second, before the year is out; and, by God's grace and mercy, 
many in the coming year. 

Now, Christian Brethren, these things led on my mind in 
the knowledge of Christian Unity. But the one principle 
which, above all others, impressed itself upon me—(and which 
has b^n frequently, but not, I think, too frequently, alluded 
to in the Meetings of this Conference already)—was this, that 
we can never expect there will be a Denominational heaven: 
there can be but one heaven—the abode of God, of our Saviour, 
and of glorified spirits. And if we can sit down in our studies, and 
examine the several Confessions of the various Churches, and say, 
that, “ so long as this man holds that Truth, I believe he will get to 
heaven,” an “so long as others hold the very same Truth, under 
different forms, they will get to heaven,"—why may we not come 
forth, and, in the face of the Christian World, and under the 
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blessing of lieaven, meet and unite together, as true Christian 
Brethren upon earth, as ue hope to attain the same blessed 
eternity 1 

Sir, and Christian Brethren, these principles have served 
to impress upon my mind the Essential Unity of the Christian 
Church; and would to God that these principles had been earlier and 
more extensively acted upon. Doubtless God had His own 
design; but, at the same time, we must never forget, that He 
puts His designs into our minds; and that we, though men, are the 
means which He pleases to use in carrying out the work which He 
commands to lie done. Well indeed, then, may we, in the terms 
of this Resolution, feel constrained to deplore the existing divisions 
in the Christian Church, and to express onr deep sense of the 
sinfulness involved in the alienation of affection by which they have 
been attended, and of the manifold evils which have resulted 
therefrom. I am persuaded that very great evils have resulted 
from this “alienation of affection.” Our friend from America 
(Mr. Pomroy) has referred us to the manner in which the 
Christians in his town (Bangor in Maine) have met together for their 
common good. It has constantly struck me, that we, and all other 
Christians in this Country,—not only those who live in large towns, 
but those who reside in villages,—might meet and unite together 
on common ground. I am satisfied that much of the misefy and 
wickedness which prevails among our people would be greatly 
relieved and diminished, if there were to be this union among 
ourselves; and if there were to be such fraternal communion and 
mingling together in works of charity and Christian love, as would 
make it manifest among them that we were really one in the Truth. 
There are endless things which arise in the management of the 
parish of which I am the parochial minister; and I am satisfied, if 
the resident ministers of the different Denominations take a part in 
the carrying on of these works,—if it be merely in visiting the sick, 
and supplying their wants;—I am well persuaded, that these things 
would bring down the blessing of God u{)on us, if there coRld Im 
that community of interest which is necessary in this work. We 
have reason then to say, that we deplore “ the existing divisions of 
the Christian Church,” and, “ to avow our solemn conviction of 
the necessity and duty of taking measures, in humble dependence 
upon the Divine blessing, towards attaining a state of mind and 
feeling more in accordance with the spirit of Christ Jesus.”— 
Brethren, when the first Meeting was held at Liverpool, I took 
occasion to remark, that t believed there would be more 
facility in establishing a doctrinal Basis, and in coming to sn 
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Agreement «s to the points of doctrine to be received ns matters of 
salvation, than there wowld eventually be in the working out of 
that spirit which is neoessiirv to carry on this .VJliance. It is easy 
enough to recognise various Articles of Faith, to be held by those 
who unite with us ; but, far above all that, the Spirit of grace and 
love is needed:—and it is only through Jesus Christ that an 
increase of the blessed influences of that Spirit can be received. 
Let us look to Him ; and through Him, and in Him alone, we are 
sure that God the Father will bless us, through the operation of 
the Spirit. 

Rev. M. Fisch, of Lyons, addressed the Conference in French, 
(Hon. and Rev. B. W. Nobx interpreting.) It is diflicnlt for me to 
restrain the emotions which I feel in finding myself in such an 
Assembly. I am an inhabitant of a city which is the most Papal 
in France—Lyons. I have never visited Rome: but I have heard 
it said, that the population of Lyons is more Papistical tlian that of 
Rome, and much more sincerely so. I have lately had to maintain 
a discussion with one of the principal Romanists of that city, who 
is one of the most acute controversialists of the day. He pub* 
lished eight letters of his own, and three of mine, with the title, 
" Protestantism without a Confession of Faith, and destitute of the 
Elements of a Divine Religion and do you wish to learn, what 
was the only reason he alleged, to prove that ours is a Religion 
without fiaith, morality, and piety? It was this—that wo are 
divided. And 1 am obliged to confess, that 1 felt great pain and 
humiliation in endeavouring to reply to some of these accusations. 
I answered, that we were perfectly united on all the great funda* 
mental points of Christian doctrine; and that we bad but one 
iaitb, one baptism, and one hope. But listen to his answer,—If 
in all things you thus agree, why do you dispute 1" I feel that this 
day is providing a most eloquent answer to his question. Were 
hundreds and thousands of volumes written upon the subject, they 
would present no arguments so powerful os the reply which this day 
is preparing; for there is something more powerful than words—it 
is action. Not only are the eyes of the Protestant world directed 
to us; but the eyes of all Roman Catholic Christendom are also 
upon ns. I feel assnred, that the Roman Catholic Clergy of Lyons 
are thinking of the results of our proceedings with the utmost 
anxiety; and, when I return to Lyons, they will ask me. Has there, 
tSen, indeed lieen formed a Union of all the Protestants of the World ? 
'Phe Resolution 1 have the honour to second states, that these 
divisions among us are an evil of great magnitude. What is the 
irst commandment which Jesus called especially His own ? it b— 
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thftt vfe “should love one another.’’ And is it possible, that 
so many excellent Christian men should esteem it a duty to 
dispute among themselves, and to act like the Inquisition, who 
thought it a duty to burn heretics for the glory of God ? In 
adopting this Resolution, let us then declare to day, that we 
consider division to be a sin as great as any other ; for St. Paul, in 
the 6th Chapter of the Epistle to the Galatians, in enumerating 
the works of the flesh, includes “ variance, emulations, wrath, 
etrife." Let us ever remember too, that, in maintaining the tre¬ 
mendous conflict with the Papacy which is before us, there is no 
prospect of success but by union. I cannot, my beloved Brethren, 
conclude this short address, without relating to you a fact, which is 
mentioned in a letter I have just received from Lyons. The 
Pastor who has taken my place during my absence, has very 
recently been visited by a Roman Catholic, who was born in the 
United States of America, and who, disgusted with true Romanism, 
had lately become a priest of the French Catholic Church,—an 
infldel sect, founded by M, Chatel. However, in going through 
one of the principal cities of France, a circular fell into his hands, 
which was written by a Brother at Lyons, containing the very 
principles of this Resolution. He was astonished when he found 
that it was written by a person who professed to be attached to no 
Sect. He paid a visit to my friend, who has taken my place at 
Lyons, and there protested to him, that in that Circular he had 
found Christianity proved by Love. I therefore second, with all 
my heart, the Resolution which has been put into my hands. 

Rev. tv. Anderson, while he entirely concurred with the 
Resolution as far as it went, thought it deficient,—inasmuch as it 
made no provision for bringing Christians into more full agreement 
in the Truth. Every part of Divine Truth was precious; and all 
should desire to be more fully instructed and established in all the 
Truth of God. It must be admitted by all, that the Truth of God 
is of infinite value. “ Sanctify them," said the Saviour, “ tjirough 
thy Truth—thy Word is Truth." Truth b^ts a lively Hope; 
and it is by Truth that Love is promotetl. Every Truth of God is 
of importance; coming from Him, it ought to be the earnest 
prayer of every one to come nearer to every thing contained in His 
Word; and, as there are many serious and important differenoea 
among Christians, in regard to Truths svhich are held by many as of 
great.magnitude, and for which they feel bound to strive, he proposed 
this addition to the Resolution—“ and to seek that God, of His 
Infinite mercy, may pour forth more abundantly of His Holy Spirit, 
is the Spirit of truth, of love, and of holiness, that all the Churdiea 
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ttwy \ie btoagU into a nearer conformity to the Word of God in all 
tinngs, lk\t the friends of the Redeemer may Im thoroughly united 
in Truth and Love.” 

After some xemarhs from Rev. A. Monod in exjtlanntiou, 

Kev, J.4MES Bkgo rose to .second the Auieiidiiient, though with 
some reluctance,—being very unwilling to interrupt the harmony of 
the proceedings. The Resolution as it now stood, he said, is 
decidedly defective. In the first part, the existence of divisions in the 
Christian Church is deplored, and I think justly ; and, wherever, 
these divisions exist, there is culpability; wherever they are, 
there is sin sonietvhere. They did not exist in the Church of Christ 
from the first; they are not in the Word of (Jod ; but they arise 
from human sinfulness. Therefore the Resolution, most properly, 
deplores, not only the alienation of atfcction arising from these 
divisions, but the divisions themselves; but herein it is defective, 
since it merely aims at the removal of the idienation of aflection, 
without aiming, in any measure, at the removal of the divisions 
themselves. Everything which is said in the Divine Word to 
be our duty, ought to be aimed at. It may be very long before we 
attain perfection in obeying the commands of tlie Divine Word— 
we never shall attain it in this life: but there can be no doubt, 
with respect to the whole Christian Church, that it ought to .speak 
the same things, and with one moutii to glorify God, And, therefore, 
when it is said, “ We can work together so far as we are agreed 
remember it is .said, that “ if in anything we be otherwise minded, 
God shall reveal even this unto us.’'—(Phil. iii. 15.) And the 
Apostle, in speaking “ of the unity of the faith, and of the know, 
ledge of the Son of God,” exhorts, that we should know the same 
things, and keep the same things. And, if it be so, it appears to 
me to be our duty, not only to seek the removal of alienation of 
feeling, but also the removal of alF divisions. As the Resolution 
now stands, it is very good for an intermediate state of things, in 
providing for an existing evil; bnt then it secm.s to me, it does not 
come up altogether to the mark, a.s it does not provide for the 
removal of the evil alt<^ether. We must aim at complete Unity. 
Let us be frank and candid in bringing to the Word of God the 
points in which we differ; and in endeavouring, by mutnal confer¬ 
ence and prayer, to come to one mind. Oh! what a glorious 
spectacle would it pesent before the Christian Church, if we 
were to go out from this Hall—not at our present, but at some 
future Meeting^into the world, not only agreed in some points, 
whibt we differed in many points; but if we were to go from this 
Hall as one united army, one in thought, one in the interpretation 
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of the Divine Word, as well as one in feeling! As some of you 
know, I am a minister of the Free Church of Scotland ; but I do 
not think that Church must he right in all things—very far from it, 
I do not cleave to it because it is the Free Church of Scot¬ 
land ; but because I believe it contains a great portion of Scriptural 
Truth. lict us, then, nut merely seek to be united in feeling, and to 
avoid asperities and alienations ; but let us bring our dilFerences to 
the Word of God, and sec if, by the spirit of prayer, light may not 
be thrown u])on that Word, which may lead to a real and lasting 
Unity. 

Rev. Dr. Morison called the attention of Rev. Messrs. Anderson 
and Begg to the phraseology of the Resolution. He was certain 
that neither the Committee nor the Conference would have thought 
it sufficient, had not the idea referred to been contained in it: but 
he believed it would be found in the last line but one—“ towards 
attaining a slate of mind and feeling more in accordance with the 
spirit of Christ Jesus.” Here the hope was expressed, that Chris¬ 
tians might become, not only one in feeling, but one in mind. 
Would not that satisfy the Mover and Seconder of the Amendment ? 

Mr. Himey directed attention to a subsetjuent Resolution, in 
which the idea was contained ; and after some further conversation, 
in which Rev. W. Prinoek and Rev. E. Craio took part. 

Rev. Dr. Citnninghah agreed with the opinion, that the Reso¬ 
lution did not indicate, with sufficient clearness, the practical con¬ 
clusion to be aimed at. Even if all asperity of feeling, ail 
alienation of affection, should be abandoned, their great object would 
not be attained. So long as Denominations existed, there would 
be a large amount of error in the interpretation, exposition, and 
application of God's W'ord, which could not but be offensive and 
displeasing to Him. It was of no small importance that these 
Resolutions, which have to form' the liasis of all subsequent pro¬ 
ceedings, should not express vi^uely and by implication that which, 
in the existing condition of Christianity, was so greatly to be 
desired, the absence of which they r^retted, and the presence of 
which they prayed tor and laboured to accomplish. I'hinking, 
therefore, that tliis should be more distinctly Indicated, and yet 
feeling the inconvenience which was attendant on making a laige 
addition to the Resolution, he proposed, that the word ** Word *’ or 
“ Truth” should be inserted before “ the spirit of Jesus;'’ making 
the latter part of the Resolution to read, “ the necessity and duly of 
taking measures, in humble dependence on the Divine blessing, 
towards attaining a state of mind and feeling more in accordance 
whli the word” or " truth and spirit of Christ Jesus.” (This 
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suggestion of Dr. Cunninghum appeared to afford general satis¬ 
faction.) 

Rev. E- Bickehstkth.— Much as I love my dear Brethren from 
Scotland who have spoken, and agreeing in their general sentiments, 
I cannot but submit, whether it would not be a matter of great 
inconvenience materially to change or to interfere with a Resolution 
which has been so long and carefully considered, and to adopt an 
alteration at once, before we have had time to examine it f We all 
so entirely and cordially concur in the sentiments of the Resolntion 
as it now stands, that I do think, being thu.s unanimous, it would 
be a very great advantage to ^ms it as it is, without any material 
change. 

Rev. T. Scales. —If the Mover and Seconder of the Resolution 
agree to the introduction of the words “ Word and” before "spirit,” 
we shall be unanimous. 

After one or two further observations from Dr. Buntimo and 
Others, the Mover and Seconder agreed to the addition of the 
words "Word and” before “spirit of Christ Jesus”; and the 
original Resolution, thus amended, was carried unanimously. 

Rev. Norman McLeoo engaged in prayer. 

Hie Conference then adjourned to 5 p.m. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The Conference re-assembled at 5 o'clock f.h. 

Rev. J. Tod Brown moved, and 

Sir C. £. Smith seconded, 

“That the Kev. J. Angell Jimes presde over the Devotional Exerdset.” 

Carried. 

Tl^ Meeting then Sung IS.'ith Hymn; let Book, Dr. Watts. 

The Cmaibman read 1 Corinthians, 3rd Chapter. 

Rev Carr John Olyn engaged in prayer. 

The 89tb Psalm, Dr. Wotts, was then sung. 

Rev. Thomas Binnst engaged in prayer. 

The Chairman.— Beloved Brethren, before I quit that Chair, to 
which 1 have been raised by your great and unmerited kindness, 1 
will avail myself of the example of my predecessors, in offering a 
lew—« very few remarks. In occupying this seat, I feel I have 
reached the highest poet, and received the richest, honour, which I 
cm desire or hope for, till I sit down with Afmlunn, jnd Ismc, and 
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Jacob, in the kingdom of our Father. It is impossible for me to 
forget the scenes I have witnessed, in bygone years, in this Hall, 
It was here that the first attempt at a Cln istian Alliance was made, 
as far os our nation is concerned ; for it was here that the British 
and Foreign Bible Society held from year to year its Public 
Meetings. Here many of us have listened to strains which we shall 
hear no more; and the very echoes of those voices which then 
delighted us seem to be awakened on this, and by this, occasion. 
I cannot but imagine, that if Wilberforcc were still an inhabitant of 
our World, his noble, generous, and Catholic spirit would have 
delighted to grace this assembly with his presence, and to charm it 
with his eloquence. And we that are here this afternoon—and 
indeed on every occasion on which we meet here now—seem 
emphatically to have come to the “ spirits of just men made 
perfect.” “ Blessed are our eyes for they see, and oar ears for they 
hear,” what those good and great men, who have departed to their 
rest (at least many of them) were never permitted to see and hear. 
The scenes which are now before ns—which have been before ua 
for the past day—and which are still to come before us—throw us 
into the state of the holy Apostle Paul; and are calculated to make 
us doubt, whether it were better to remain here, and carry on this 
great and glorious work, or to go up to that World, where a still 
more perfect exhibition of Christian Love is to be found. Here, 
however, we are preparing for that scene. Love is that to the moral 
world, the one simple, powerful principle, which gravitation is to 
the world of matter; the principle which binds all in concord in the 
one, as that does in the other. We have talked of Charity, we hare 
preached upon it, we have written upon it; but now we see it. 
It is embodied in the scene before us, as we have never seen it 
before, and as we shall never see it again, till we are raised to that 
blessed state where there i^more perfection than there is here. 
When I say we shall never see it again, I mean, that beyond the 
circle of this blessed fellowship, all hope must perish of our 
witnessing such a triumph of Love, till we are raised to our seat in 
Glory. And fail we shall, if ^ve depend upon our own wisdom and 
strength, to carry this work to its consummation. I was most 
forcibly impressed this morning, tvith one reference in the closing 
prayer, which is upon my spirit at this moment,—^that, though we 
have thus far succeeded in preserving the ** unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace,” we have as much need of the directing, con¬ 
trolling, cementing, guiding influences of the Spirit, as we bad the 
first momeht in which we catered upon this blessed attempt. Let 
not past sueceMei, dear Biethxen, for <mo moment throw os off our 
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*. \et us not imagine, that, Wcause hitherto no root of bitterness 
has sprung up to trouble us, none therefore can spring up. The 
past should encourage us to hope for the future ; but God in Ilis 
mercy forbid, that anything should take us off from that simple, 
entire dependence upon the teaching and help of that Spirit, 
which we need through every stage of our business. We cannot 
forget, that we have yet attended only to preliminary matters, and 
that we are now approaching, and for myself I say it (and I am 
confident I speak the sentiments and feelings of all who are 
present), with an awe which I cannot express, the very purpose for 
which ^ this preparation has been made, and for which, from all 
parts of the World, we are now assembled. We are now about to 
try, if God’s grace will help us, to form the Evangelical Alliance. 
It is our business this evening; and, in the spirit of those devout 
supplications which have now been presented to the Almighty, may 
we go to one of the greatest achievements, which God, through all the 
Christian Era, has called Ilis people to accomplish! May wc 
be baptized with the Spirit of all grace, so that we may pass from 
devotion to business—from devotion did I say ?—may it be all 
devotion 1 may our business be devotion I may every utterance of 
the mind, in the expression of the tongue, be the utterance of a 
heart, for that moment under the controlling and guiding influences 
of the Holy Spirit! and may it be, that, at the close of this 
evening, we may have a repetition of that holy hurst of wonder, 
joy, and gratitude, which fallowed, at the Liverpool Conference, the 
announcement, that the Basra of Union—first by 60 in Committee, 
and then by 200 in Conference—was adopted unanimously! Send 
now, O Lord God, prosperity ! 

Sir C. E. Smith took the Chair. 

Rev. W. Bbvan read the minutes of the Morning Sitting, 
which were confirmed. 

The CiiAiBMAK said it was great importance, that speakers 
should confine their remarks to the.busitiess under consideration— 
reserving more extended views of the subject for the Public 
Meetings. 

Rev. Di. Bocranam rose to move— 

“ HI. Ilwi, thersAireraiM) Mstnfaen of this Conferenec sm desply conrinesd of 
the desmUenMs of fonaiag s easfodsistisn, on Ui« basis of grant Srangslissi 
priadplss held hi common them, vUeb my aSHd op|KNrt4iai(y to 
Members of the Church of Christ of cttltivatitig bretboriy love, SBjoyiag 
Cbtistian inteicoane, end promoting such other otjocU as tl^ may bercafter 
agnfb to prosecute together; and they hcieby proceed to Ibrm such s 
eeuMonitiaii, under the anu of *THB EVANaSUCAI. ALUANCE.'" 
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Dr. Buchanan. —^Nfr. Chairman, I can honestly assure you, that 
I feel myself alto{<ether inadequate to the duty of proposing to this 
Conference a Resolution so very important and momentous. Un¬ 
equal to such a task at all times, I am particularly so, when called 
to perform it in the midst of the occupations and excitement of 
this most interesting and glorious assembly. There is only one 
consideration which emboldens me to undertake it; and it is, that, 
really and truly — 1 say it not figuratively, but literally—it needs 
no advocate. The very fact of this assembly is a proof that it 
needs no advocate. What, Sir, has brought, by one common 
impul.se, men from the east and the we.it, the north and the south, 
into this Hall, but the desire, the determination, by the help and 
blessing of God, to j)ass such a Ue.iolntiou, and to form the Con¬ 
federation which is now contemplated.- It cannot, however, but 
be regarded as a peculiar, an eventful, and an interesting moment in 
the history of this great enterprise, at which we have now arrived. 
What has hitherto been merely preparatory and propositional, is 
now, by the help and blessing of Goil, to become permanent. 
A\'hat has been, hitherto, but the objt>ct of our longings and 
prayers, is now to be realised. Christian Union is henceforth to 
have, not a name only, but a local habitation ujxni the earth ; an 
habitation built, I trust, not by an arm of fiesh, but by the Spirit of 
the living God. The Resolution now before us proceeds on the 
assumption, that it is greatly desirable that sucli a Confederation 
should be formed. The reasons which render it desirable, I do not 
need to urge ; they have been already amply considered, and amply 
set forth, by the speakers who have moved and seconded the 
preceding Resolutions. In those Resolutions, we have heard 
rea.sons, drawn at once from the intended unity and actual divisions 
of the Church of Christ, why such a Confederation as this ought to 
be formed: and on these reasons I need not detain you for a 
moment; all here are alive to them ; your presence affords an 
evidence, that they arc duly understood and appreciated. The 
Resolution, then, assuming it to be desirable that such a Confedera¬ 
tion should be formed, recommends that it be formed on the basis 
of great Evangelical jirinciples held in common by’ us all. There 
are those, as is well known, who would have preferred that this 
Confederation should have rested, not on the basis of common 
principles, but on the basis of common operations. I am satisfied, 
that, tinless this Confederation, when it is formed, shall have 
operations as well as principles, its union will neither be efficient 
nor enduring; but, at the same time, 1 have never been able to see 
any solid objection to proceeding on certain recognized principles ; 
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while, on the other hand, 1 see ninny important advantages in it. 
If another form of eoiifederation had been adopted, and if it liad 
been determined, without any principles formally stated, to priiceed 
on n certain understanding respecting our operations, we must, 
nevertheless, have been really and truly going upon principles all 
the while. It is impossible for Christ.nn men to come together, 
and act together in any Christain cause, witliont liaving, either 
proposed or understood, a foundation of the whole procedure,— 
certain principles on which they are united. And, if so, I 
certainly have never been able to see any objection to having those 
principles (which must at all events he understood) formally and 
distinctly announced. In these circumstances, we shall better 
understand with whom we are co-operating; and the conviction 
will be strengthened, that u'C are engaged in the prosecution of a 
common cause, so far as we are lifting up a common standard for the 
Truth of God. With reference to the great £vangeiicul Principles, 
on which, in point of fact, this Confederation is to be formed, these 
will be considered under a snhsetiucnt llc.solutiou; and it would he 
out of place now to notice them at all. I proceed, therefore, at 
once, to advert to what stands next in this Ues<ilntion;—to the 
purposes, with reference to which, this Confederation is to he 
formed. The Resolution states these purposes to Iw,—to afford an 
opportunity to members of the Church of Christ to cultivate 
brotherly love, and to enjoy fraternal and devotional intercourse 
with one another; and, along with the.se, to pursue such other 
objects as may hereafter f)e determined on. With regard to the 
class of objects specified in the Resolution, it needs not that one 
word should be said, to show their importance and their value. Sir, 
we have been, for these Ixst few days, u.s well as in the Meetings which 
preceded this great Conference, experiencing in our own souls, the 
importance and the blessvdncs.s of the purposes which are liere 
contemplated. We have known and felt what it is, to have such 
an opportunity as these Meetings afford, of cultivating brotherly 
love, and of enjoying fraternal and devotional intercourse. No 
doubt there is Truth as well iw Love ; and they must grow tt^ethcr. 
But Love is certainly the element in which Truth is best discerne«l ; 
and all of us must have felt, that, in the act of cultivating this 
brotherly Jove, and in the enjoyment of this devotional and 
fraternal intercourse, we have been in the most favourable 
attitude for seeing eye to eye, even in those matters concerning 
which we still disagrw. By so d.,ing, therefore, we are not acting 
as preferring Love to rnith, or us magnifying Love at the expense of 
Truth; but as seeking, by the help and blessing of God, to follow 
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ourWiviiie Afiister’s c(>i!inmnd,unil thus to be in a position in which 
wo shall be warranted to expect that outpouring of the blessed 
Spiritj that unction of the Holy t)ne, by which we shall not only 
know the things in which we are already instructed, but all other 
tilings which concern God’s will and our duty. 1 have, Sir, in 
renieuibrancc, the admonition with \vhich you, so wisely and 
appropriately, opened this evening’s Conference; and I am, there¬ 
fore, proceeding rapidly from one point to another of the Resolution 
I have been asked to propose. Already I am at the last point 
which it contemplates ; and this has reference to the name by 
which the proposed Confederation shall be known. I hold in 
my hand a p.ainphlet, the work of one honored in the Church of 
Christ—the work of the venerable Chalmers—in which it is 
recommended, that we should call ourselves, not the “ Evangelical,” 
but the “ Protestant Alliance.” In giving this recommendation. 
Dr. Chalmers was only taking up and expressing views, which 
some entertained and expressed nine months ago, when we held the 
lir.st Meeting at Liverpool; but I have not. Sir, been moved, even 
by the tvciglit of /lix name, or by the pou’cr of /lis forcible 
reasoning, to diverge from the conviction to which I was brought 
nine months ago: and I still think, that, in view of all circum¬ 
stances, it is better that we slunild adhere to the name, then 
suggested, of the “ Evangelical Alliance.” But, Sir, though I 
adhere to the original name, I must love the character, which the 
name indicated by Dr. Chalmers is designed to give to our Alliance. 
And if I thought for a moment, that in preferring the name 
* Evangelical ’ to ‘ Protestant,’ I should be thereby impairing the 
Protestant character of this Confederation, I would never stand in 
the position which I now occupy. I believe. Sir, that the only 
effective Protestant Alliance is an Evangelical Alliance; and that 
the only effectual resistance which can be made to that Antichrist, 
that Man of Sin, that Son of Perdition, who now, as of old, is 
“exalting him.self above all that is called God, or'that is 
worshipped, sitting in the temple of God, and showing himself that 
he is God ’’— I believe, that the only successful antagonist to 
that Antichrist is Christ Himself in Ilis glorious Gospel. Sir, this 
is not the time to dilate on the objects in connexion with that idea, 
which, though hinted at in the Resolution I have the honour to 
propose, are not properly under your consideration. A specific 
Resolution will come in due course, in which those objects are not 
only indirectly indicated, as in this Resolution, but fully developed, 
and will receive, I doubt not, the careful and enlightened con¬ 
sideration of this great Christian Assembly. I only ndsh to say. 
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that, when I propose that this (.'oufoiU'ratioii should be disiin; 4 uishe(l 
l)v the name of the Kvangelical," rather than by that ot the 
“ Protestant Alliance,’' it is with the toll belief, that, as an 
Evangelical it nill he a Prolcs'tuif .Vlliaiice, in the host ainl 
Avidest sense of tiie term. And let me only say, in conclusion, 
—We hai-e had tlifficuhies before this movement was commenced ; 
every step of its jirogress has been beset ivith dilhcultics; it has 
been our misfortune, in the providence of God, to contend even with 
beloved friends in vindication of the cause in which we arc 
engaged; and. Sir, let us not expect that these dillicnlties are now 
to terminate. If this be the cause of God—as from my heart 1 
believe it to be, and if it be a movement which lie designs to use 
and honour for the furtherance of llis kingdom in this 
fallen M'orld—have we not a right to expect—are we so ignorant 
of Satan’s devices as not to know—that an adversary is in the field, 
watching every step we take in this great and blessed cause, ami 
that that adversary will thrust sore at us that ive may fall ? It 
must, therefore, be our constant care to he ever near the arm of 
Him, who is alone mighty to carry us over these great mountains, 
and to make them become as a jilain. These iliflicultie.-, may 
increase at every step we advance; but. Sir, I trust, that these are 
but preparations for another and a better day ; and that there shall 
be such a transition as was indicated in the venerable saying <if the 
Great Ileformcr of our beloved land, when, sjieaking in reference 
to one great crisis in his religious history, he observed, that those 
tumults and trials, and strifes and enmities, in which we may be 
involvetl, and through which we may have to make our wav to 
the desired con.summation of our hojics may hut be as the 
voice of mighty waters, preparing tlie way for tlie music of the 
harpers harping with their harps,—when this whole earth shall he 
filled with melody and mirth, and when the name of it shall be, 
Jefaovah.Shainniah, “ The Lord is there.” 

Rev.. Dr. Dk Witt, —I heartily sym])athi7,ed. Sir, witli tin* 
beloved Brother tvho pre.sided over our devotional exercises, when 
he said, that the place he then occupied he felt to he the most 
exalted he could covet or pos.se,s,s, I fetd that it is a ])rivilege indeed, 
to second the Resolution, which is now oft’ered, to form the 
Evangelical Alliance. Happy would I have been to have remained 
in this house unnoticed and nnheard, a silent and gr.itified 
spcctat^ir and listener ; but to he allowed the privilege of setainding 
thi.s Motion, is an event the remenihrimce of which will, I iloiilit not, 
remain with me, even to my dying l>ed. In the institution of that 
Alliance, the formation of which we arc now entering upon, 1 find 



SKCONI) DAY-AKTEBNOOJf RESSIOX. 


69 


tlie realization of long cliorished desires and hopes. Though in great 
feehleness, 1 have, in iny limited spliere, and with my small 
measure of indnencc, sougJit to clierish the sjn'rit of affection and 
confidential intercourse with niy ^Ministerial Brethren, as well as 
with private C'hristians. I have felt the desirableness of breaking 
down the partition walls, which exist not so nuicli in denominations 
as in spirit; and of visibly meeting, as one in Christ, and as one in 
our common labours. And when the project—emanating from 
this great centre of influence in the Christian world—reached our 
shores, I greeted it as an omen for the good of our World:—I 
hailed it as a star which was rising, and which would culminate. 
Gladly, when deputed to attend the.se IVIeetings, did I look upon the 
Atlantic: and are wc not here all present, prepared to unite in 
and repeat the chorus, “ Blessed are onr eyes, for they see what 
kings and jirophcts desired to see, and yet saw not; ” and “Blessed 
are our cars, for they hear what kings and prophets desired to hear, 
and yet heard not’’.^ And, Sir, I am cheered with a strong and 
confiding hope, that we shall perfect the work which we have now 
begun. I was not ^vithout my fears — and fears were expressed by 
my Christian friends—that, in ])roportion to the exceeding 
desirableness and magnitude of the object, was the danger, lest the 
safeguards of truth slonild not bo united with the cement of love: 
but these fears have jaissed a« ay, and have been changed into strong 
hopes ; and tliose anxieties have yielded to firm confidence. I have 
watched, in the preparatory meclings, and I have listened, and have 
compared, and have marked what I thought to bo the wisdom and 
the candour displayed in all those assemblies. I felt myself in an 
atmosphere of love, which I could not but inhale and breathe forth. 
1 liave been struck too witli the humility and the dependence upon the 
Spirit of God which have heen manifested ; and in that dependence 
is our strength. “When we are weak, then are we strong;” and 
I would say, in reference to a remark made by the respected 
Brother who preceded me, as to trials, and obstacles, and diffi¬ 
culties,—let us, instead of looking askance at each other, and 
re|)cating onr own Shibboleths, look unto .Tesus, who is the Author 
and Finisher of our faith. “ Behold the Man whose name is the 
Bkancii : for He shall grow up ojit of his place ; and He shall build 
the temple of the J,ord; even He shall build the temple of the 
fiOrd; and He shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon 
his throne” j(Zech. vi. 12, 13). Let me, Sir, in the name of 
my American Brethren, say, that we greet the commencement of 
the orguiiizatiou of the Evangelical Alliance. Under the genial 
influence of your protracted councils, we have found ourselves 
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drawn closer and closer together. We thank God on your behalf, 
that among you there has arisen a branch, whicli we trust will 
spring up in our western soil, and take root, and si)read itself 
through that extended field, where there is much land to be 
possessed,—a branch, the leaves of which shtdl 1 k> for the healing 
of the nations. It is indeed good and pleasant for brethren to 
dwell together in unity. It is like the holy oil. that flows from 
the great High-priest of our profession, and falls down to the 
skirts of His garments—every member of the blood-bought and 
sanctified flock of Christ: and that spirit will assuredly calm and 
soothe the troubled surges of all religions controversy and 
animosity. It is good to be l.ere, Sir; for the dew of heaven is 
falling, and here God commands His blessing, even life for 
evermore. It is good to be here; but let us build no tabernacles ; 
let us rather go and carry this eternal life to a'jiorishing world! 

J. P. Piit’MTRE, Esq. j\l. P. — .Sir Colling, niy tdin^tian 
Friends and Brethren, I count it a peculiar honour, and a peculiar 
happiness, that I have lieen invited, and that I am permitted, t<‘ 
support the proposition which has been made to you,— that that 
which has hitherto been looked upon ..s the prop, sed" Kvai- 
gelical Alliance, should now be a settled and establidied one It 
is a transporting thought, that,—'oosing upon those w! i we 
assembled here,—and knowing, as T uo, that you are ai^sembled 
here from different ports of the ?Vorla,—still I eo,t kmk 4 you all 

as Brethren of our common Elder Broiiier. Yr my fr luls. 
He who was one with thr bather from everlasting,hen lie .(Mik 
our nature upon Him, and lived and died in o,.r pl -ce .md stead, 
was not ashamed to call his followers '■ Brethren and we are now 
assembled together, hioking to Him as our common Head, wlio was 
born that He might lift us up from the jiit, and raise ns from the 
dunghill, and set us among princes. And now what are we met to 
do? To form an Alliance as Brethren of one another, and Brethren 
of Him our Elder Brother: and it cannot lie, I am persuaded, that, 
met as we are by the wondrous and gracious providence of God, 
and drawn tt^ether, as I am sure we have l)ecn, by some more than 
mortal power—it cannot be, I repeat, that our purpose should 
be otherwise than established; or, that, being thus brought 
together, we should part with any other feelings than those of the 
vrarmest and most fervent affection to one another. This, I am 
convinced, will be the result. I need not he reminded, .Sir Culling, 
that it would be improper for me to detain your attention much 
longer. Independent of the physical exhaustion which attends these 
.Meetings, one is more or less subject to those lively emotions, 
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which in themselves really render u.s unfit for the exprcs.sion of 
feelings which have a place in our hearts. But I would con¬ 
clude, in supporting the Resolution, witii the earnest desire and 
prayer, that the love of Christ our common Saviour may constrain 
us, and guide us, and draw us more and more closely together; and 
that that blessed Spirit, who descended upon the Saviour as a dove, 
may teach and help us to be humble followers of the meek and 
lowly Jesus, so that we may adorn His doctrine and walk in His 
s. tops. And oh ! may the result of this present meeting be, to give 
renewed occasion to many who are watching our proceedings, to say, 
—when they shall see how determined we are to lose sight of all 
little differences, and act as members of the one Body of Christ, 
—“ See how the.se t.Uiristians love one another ! ” 

Rev. iM. Kuntzb.— 1 rise with ditlidenco in my own abilities, 
fea..ng that 1 shall .lot be able to express myself in such a way as 
to be fully u'x’erstood. Rif ’ iiave seen and heard, in the 
assemblies wl ich have been p ‘vileged to attend, so much of 
brotiierly love anu s’ mjiathy, that I trust you will bear willi me 
ibr a feiv rioments. i do not bitcnd to make what is generally 
callnd r • peech: I feel my.self insulficient to do so, but I am 
going tO state, or' '' the ,, is.tien in which we at jiresent stand in 
Germany, id wli - ..he Cvangelical Alliance might expect from 
rather, what we shall expect from the Evangelical Alliance, 
itou c heard frem my e- dlent friend. Dr. Tholuck, the great 
exertions nuida in .'ie-nta’'y against Infidelity, that is to snv, 
Hatiotiolisir. The number ' >.r. e .'aitiifnl Gospel preachers, has, I 
may almost so.’ , increased from day ‘o d.ay: so that those who were 
against the Bible, fearing that they r 'ght lose their ground, assembled 
together, about two years ago, in a large meeting, striving to rouse the 
whole nation against Christ, against the Bible, and against vital 
Christianity. But, thanks be to God. they did not reach the heart 
of the nation ; they only touched its surface; the nation itself 
turned away from such proceedings. But this circumstance caused 
all the friends of our Lord and Saviour to come closely together ; 
]>a8toral conferences were held, for mutual prayer and conversation ; 
and we felt more and more, that we could not stand alone, but 
wanted assistance, even if we should seek it from abroad. Any 
part of the army which can be separated from the main liody. 
though courageous, may still lose its courage ; and, in this spiritual 
conflict, we must acknowledge, that the larger number is on 
the side of the enemy, and the smaller number on the side of 
the true and faithful followers of the Lord Jesus Christ. Still it is 
an increasing minority, and that is something which should cheer 
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US. Fearing, however, that we in Germany were too weak to 
stand against such a majority, we received with great joy, and 
most gladly responded to, the call of our Kiiglish Brethren for the 
formation of a universal Kvangelical Alliance. I have here in my 
hand documents from different parts of the Country. 'I'here is 
one letter written by order of a Pastoral Conference whicli has 
been held at Konigsberg in the eastern part of Prussia, congratulating 
this Meeting and wishing it God-speed. I have here another letter 
in my hand, agreed to by the Pastoral Conference of Berlin, in the 
centre of the kingdom ; and another letter, signed by several 
ministers in ^\'estphalia; so that here we have documents front 
different parts of Germany, wishing for the formation of such 
an Evangelical Alliance as they may be .able to take part in. They 
wish, that there may be an increase of love and brotherly affection 
among Christians of different denominations ; they wish, that 
Christians should remember e.ich other before the Throne of Grace ; 
and they wish, that there should be a Confederation formed of all 
who believe,—that the Lord may hear united prayer for the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon Ilis own Church. I have 
further to say, that 1 have also .some -single signatures, approving 
of your principles ; one is that of a man well known to you anil 
to England, I mean Dr. Krummacher. History is made for our 
in.struction ; and God has taught us in Germany a very serious 
les.son, which I apply to this Kvangelical Alliance. Tiic great 
Xapoleon, seeing that he could not compicr (ieiinany if all the 
various -States were join'>d together, divided the interests of the 
north from those of the .south, and those of the east from those of 
the west; and the consequence was, that—each .separate part not 
being able to withstand hint—he took one after the other, and added 
it to hl.s dominions ; and so the liberty of Germany was destroyed. 
But when they found out how they were conquered, they joined 
hand.s, they took up arms together, and at la.st they overcame him. 
Dear friends. Brethren and Fathers, there was one day when all 
the different armies met together at “ La Belle AUiance.'' Let the 
standard of the Evangelical Alliance be the stiindard, under which 
we shall all rally, and we shall also overcome those enemies who 
have heretofore prevailed again.st us. 

Before this llesoiution was put from the Chair, the Rev. Tiio.mas 
Binney rose to suggest a verbal alteration in the terms of it, and 
pointed out tlic importance of uccur.ately considering every ex¬ 
pression whicli the Conference might adopt, 'riitme Resolutions were 
very different from those which were usually passed at Exeter Hall, 
which were only intended to give occasitm for a speech. The 
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Resolutions they were now passing would be the permanent 
records of the Alliance; and therefore he thought they should give 
their serious attention, as a matter of business, to weighing their 
phraseology, and guarding the accuracy with which every sentiment 
was expressed. 

Hereupon a conver.sation ensued, in wliich lion, and Rev. B. W. 
Noel, Rev. Drs. Buchanan and Beaumont, Rev. J. Marsh, of 
New York, Rev. Drs. Buntino, Reed, and Carlile, Rev. II. 
Girdlestonk, and several other Gentlemen took part. Some 
verbal amendments were suggested, and one (which was very 
slight) was by general consent adopted, and embodied in the 
Resolution as moved and seconded. 

In the midst of this discu.ssion, 

Rev. R. W. Kvi.e rose, and said, in a very .solemn spirit, that he 
really felt that, in some respects, this was the most anxious of all 
the Resolutions they had to ])ass. Up to the moment of putting 
this Resolution from the fJhair, every one was perfectly free and 
uncommitted; but, from the moment it \v!is affirmed by the 
Conference, every man who held up his hand for it was implicated 
in the present movement. Now he could bear witness, that the 
Resolution had undergone the most careful rei’ision. It had been 
read, not three times, but rather three dozen times: and he wished 
his dear and honoured Brethren M ould just look at one part of the 
Resolution, which he thought had been overlooked, and u hicli he 
thought would show that this Alliance only proposed to give the 
Church of Christ an opportunity of deting so and so. And could 
any one deny that the formation of such an Alliance would reallv 
afford this opportunity to every member of the Church of Christ ? 
There was no difficulty in the Resolution ; and he felt so strongly 
the importance of a really unanimous vote on this subject, that he 
did hope and trust his dear Brethren ivould take the Resolution as it 
stood, after all the prayer, and all the consideration—the large 
amount of fraternal consideration, which it had received. He further 
felt that it would be worthy of the Conference, if, before thev 
attempted to pass the Resolution, they were to ask God’s blessing 
upon it, and then to praise God after it had passed unanimouslv, 
as he hoped it would he. 

Rev. A. S. Thehwai.d concurred especially in the last sug¬ 
gestion. He believed that they could not pass the Resolution with 
too deep feelings of devotion, or with too deep feelings of self- 
abasement liefore God, for the evils which were referred to 
in that and the preceding Resolution. He trusted they would 
have a single and entire dependence upon the God of all 
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grace, to enable them with right feelings, and in a right apirit, to 
pass that rery important Resolution,—pledging them, as it did, to 
Christian Union one with another, and to co-operation one with 
another in those objects in which they could agree to work together, 
with one mind and Iicart, and, as it were, with one hand, for the 
glory of their common Lord and Saviour, and for the welfare, 
the enlargement, and the edification of His Church upon the 
earth. 

After some further conversation, 

The Chairman asked, whether the Conference wished the 
discussion to proceed, or whether he should now put the question ? 

(Cries of “ Vote.”) 

The Amendment proposing the omission of the article " the,” 
before “ members of the Church of Christ,” was carried by a large 
majority. 

Other verbal amendments were then proposed and negatived, 
when. 

The Chairman suggested, that before coming to a vote on the 
Original Motion, the Members of the Conference should rise, and 
.spend a few moments in solemn and silent prayer. 

This was done. 

The Resolution was then put, and carried unanimously, the 
Members remaining standing. 

The Doxology was sung; after which on the suggestion of, 
Rev, Dr, Rafpi.es, 

The Alcmbers of the Conference, under the evident influence of 
very solemn, kindly, and delightful feelings, exchanged cordial 
greetings by shaking hands one with another. Hereupon, 

Rev. Dr. Bunting said, he found it impossible to shake hands 
literally with all the Brethren present: but ho trusted they would 
accept the assurance from him, that he “ shook hands with them all 
in his heart." 

Rev. W. MAYNARn said—He was utterly unable to express the 
feelings with which he stood liefore the Conference. He thanked 
God, that both he and they had been brought to that Meeting. He 
believed that it was the Spirit of God who had formed the Evan¬ 
gelical Alliance, and in that Spirit must be their future trust. 

Rev. A. D. Campbell said, that, having from the commencement 
of the Movement been identified with it, he would not lie doing 
justice to his own convictions without saying a word,—though he felt 
considerable difficulty in doing so, under the strong emotions which 
pervaded his heart. That word would be one of solemn warning. 
They must not expect better treatment than their Lord and iSaviour. 
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Many obstacles remained, and much opposition would be raised 
against them ; and much prayer should be offered at tlie Throne of 
Grace by all .who were interested in this holy and solemn Confede¬ 
ration, that they might be enabled to meet what assuredly was 
before them. 

Rev. Mr. McCkone, of the United State.s, could not de.scribe 
what he had felt during the passing of the last Resolution, 
virtually establishing that Alliance, the prospect of which had been 
his consolation and his hope in coming across the Atlantic. That 
was the last night of his stay among them ; in a few days more he 
would be re-crossing the great waters : and now he could return (to 
to borrow an idea from the aborigines of his own Country) with 
the knowledge, that the tomahawk and the scalping knife were 
buried, never more to be disinterred to the injury of their fellows; 
and the calumet of j)cace had been handed round through that 
Assembly, filled with the incense of praise. IMuch heavenly 
pleasure had he enjoyed while he had been there; and now, in 
bidding them an affectionate farewell, he prayed that the dews of 
Hermon might descend upon the tree which they had just planted, 
and that the result might prove it to be indeed a tree of the 
Lord’s on n planting, bringing forth those fruits of lioliness which 
the Gospel required, to the praise and glory of God. 

The CiiAin.MAN then enquired, whether the Conference would go 
on with other business ? 

After some observations from Rev. W. Bevan, and Rev, E. 
Bickehstetii, the sense of the jMeeting being clearly in favour 
of an immediate adjournment, the Chairman decided accordingly. 

Several names were added to the Business Committee. , 

Rev. R. W. Kyek engaged in prayer, and pronounced the 
Benediction. 

'fhe Conference adjourned to Friday Morning, at 10 o’clock a.m. 
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The t.'onfereiice re-asst'uibleil ut 10 o’clock, a. m. 

Rev. Dr. {Iitntixo moved, :uid Rev. J. Angoll .fASiEs seconded, 

“That the Rev. Norman M'Leod preside over tlie Devotional Exercises." 

Carried. 

The Bretbrcn then niiited in singing l'22nd Psalm, Scotch 
Version. 

The Chair.van. — It would he very jircsumptuou.s in me to 
occupy any portion of your time by any remarks of my own. 
Believe me, I appreciate the delicate and cmisiderate kindness, 
which has placed me in this Chair. I am grateful for it: I trust I 
may .say, I am humbled by it: I never will forget it. Allow me 
one word, to remind you, that we are entering this day upon the 
consideration of very ditlicult and delicate (jnestions. Let us be 
solemnized by the thought, and deeply feel our respirusibility to 
God and to the Christian Church; for if, by the blessing of Goil, 
we do succeed in .separating in peace, as we li.ive met in peace, this 
Conference will be an incalculabh' blessing to the World. But 
should it be otherwise, through our sins and infirmities, we shall 
have done incalculable injury to the cause of Christian Union. 
Let Ms, then, lly to God, as to our Refuge and Strength ; He has 
never failed us yet; and sure I am, that, if in humble conlidence we 
ask His favour, and desire in sincerity to promote Ilis glorv, He 
will withhold no good thing from us. 

The Chairsian then read Psalm 145. 

Rev. W. McIlw'aine engaged in prayer. 

The 121st P.salm, Scotch Version, was then sung, and the 
Chairman read Romans 12th chapter. 

The CHAIR.M AN said—He was most happy to he able to contradict 
a rumour, which had spread that morning, of the death of the Rev, 
James Ilaniiltun. This, thank God, was not true. And as they 
all knew the warm interest taken by Ulr, Hamilton in the td»ject 
for which they had a-ssernbled, he suggested that the next friend 
who engaged in prayer should olTer up sjK-cial supplications for the 
speedy recovery of their brother’s health. 
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Rev. Dr. H. F. engaged in j»r.i) tr. 

Sir CvLhimi PJarddev Smiti/ then tonic tlie Chair. 

Rev. W. Rkv'AN read the Minutes of the previous Session, 
which were confirmed. Mr. Beviin stated that, in accordance with 
the instructiotis of the Conference, 1000 copies of the Ada and 
Agenda, of the first as well as the succeeding Sessions, had been 
printed; so that complete copies could now he obtained. 

Rev. Dr. Steank announced, that Rev. E. Bickersteth would 
move the adoption of the Basis. 

Rev. Edw'AUd Bickersteth moved: — 

“ That with a view, however, of furnishing llio most satisfactory explanation, and 
guarding against misconoeption, in regard to tlieir design, and the means of its 
attuinnient, tliey deem it expedient explicitly to state as follows : — 

“ That the parties composing the Alliance shall be such persons only as hohl and 
maintain what arc usually understood to bo Kvangelical views, in regard to 
the matters of doctrine understated, viz.: — 

“ 1. The Divine Insiiiiation, Authority, and .'sufticiency of the Holy Scriptures. 
“2. The Unity of the (Jodhead, and the Trinity of Persons therein. 

:U 'JMie utter Depravity of human n.ature in conse(iuence of the Fall. 

“4. The Incarnation of the Son of God, His work of Atonement for sinners of 
mankind, and His Mediatorial Intercession and Ueign. 

“ j. The Justification of the sinner by Faith alone. 

“ C. The work of the Holy .Spirit in the I'onversion and .Sanctification of the 
sinner. 

“7. The right and duty of Private Judgement in the interpretation of the Holy 
Scri|itures. 

“8. The Divine institution of the Christian Ministry, and the authority and per¬ 
petuity of the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 

“9. The Immortality of the Soul, the Uesurreetion of the Body, the Judgement of 
the world by our Lord Jesus CHirist, with the £tcmal Blessedness of the 
righteous, and the Lternal Punishment of the wicked.” 

My beloved Brethren, it is in weakness, and fear, and nmcli trem¬ 
bling, that I rise to propose to you this important Resolution. 
Not on iiccount of the Resolution itself, but on account of mv 
own unworthiness and insufficiency to bring before vou efficientlv 
such an all-important topic as the Basis of this zMliaiiee. 1 feel 
strengthened, however, in some degree, by the prayers which beloved 
Brethren have already olfered up for God’s blessing on our delibera¬ 
tions ; and I doubt not I shall be further strengthened, and enabled 
to lay before you, the principles on which I think we should adopt 
a summary so very weighty and imjiortant. I feel, first, the need of 
it as a means of Union. Without it, our Alliance would be too 
much like a |K)litical crusade against Popery, without any of those 
Evangelical Principles of light and love, which commend them, 
selves to the Christian mind; and in the form, maintenance, and 
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ditfusiou of which, we hope to withstuiul Infidelity and llonianism. 
Tliere would be no strength in it; for from such an attempted 
union a large portion of the spiritually minded would nt once recoil. 

I feel, also, that an attempted union, without these principles, 
would be merely a Confederation, sinking or neglecting the most 
precious Truths, with nothing to give the devout Christian ground 
of confidence, or motive for co-operation. What, then, has been 
the general plan which has guided our minds in compiling this 
summary of Principles? It was this—that it should be general 
enough to include the great proportion of real Christians; not all 
real Christians, for this was impossible, without sacrificing im¬ 
portant Truths which ought, we believed, to be confessed. But, that 
it might be seen, that we do nut think none to be real Christians, 
who hesitate to subscribe to some of those truths, we have added, 
that “ Its adoption is not to be considered ns an assumption of the 
right authoritatively to define the limits of Cliristian Brotherhood ; 
but simply as an indication of the class of persons, whom, on the 
whole, it is desirable to embrace within the Alliance.” We thought 
that it was imjjortant to have it general enoiigli to include the 
great proportion of real ('liristians; but that it should ul.-,o be 
particular enough to exclude those who would impede or weaken 
us, in regard to our objects and efforts. We can oidy bo 
thoroughly and completely united and conihined, by a large 
acknowledgment of great Truths in which we agree. Now, all my 
dear Brethren will see and feel, that there are Truths more or le.ss 
vital in the Divine Word; some of which may be held in due 
subordination,—the les.s to the greater, — the secondary to the 
primary,—things important in themselves, to things essential. It is 
on this principle, that the Resolution is proposed. We deeply feel, 
that it is Truth—Divine Truth—Trutli revealed in the W'ord of 
God, which unites us. When the Apostle John is writing his 
Second Epistle, he says, “ The elder to the elect lady and her 
children, whom I love in the Truth j and not I only, but also 
all they that have known the Thutu; for the Truth’s bake 
which dwelleth in us, and shall be with us for ever." Here we 
see the great importance of that Truth, in which alone wo can 
truly love each other; and the soul of all Divine Truth is Love. A 
summary was, therefore, formed of the most vital Truths—Truths 
,of an eminently spiritual, holy, and sanctifying characterand 
Truths which we felt no bondage in declaring; for we all felt 
unanimously, that it is “ the Truth which makes us free.” Witli 
respect to the alterations which have since been made by the 
Aggregate Committee, I was, 1 confess, at first, not in favour of any 
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alteration,—liavinp; some fears, whetlier we should be able to carry 
unanimously an additional Article. After having come together, in so 
large a Conference on the fornicr footing, I felt at first some 
hesitation in making the addition : but in this I soon found I 
was short-sighted. I did not look at the largeness of our work—at 
the wide field which was gradually opening before us. My Scotch 
Brethren, and my American Brethren, have helped me here. When 
my beloved Brother, Dr. Symington, proposed, and Dr. Wardlaw 
seconded, the addition to the fourth Article,* my whole mind 
concurred with it: but I was afraid to consent, till I saw how the 
other Brethren gradually came forward, and concurred in the 
alteration. And it was singular enough, that, at the nest Meeting, 
my friend and beloved Brother, Dr. Keith, when I stated to 
him that the Aggregate Committee had made that alteration, gave 
me permission to propose his name to the Nomination Com- 
mittee. He is going on an important Mission to Germany: may 
the Lord bless him in it! I may add, that he told me that 
he felt comfort and assurance in going as a Member of the 
Evangelical Alliance to the Brethren on the Continent, with 
that Amendment subjoined. Other Brethren, from America, 
shewed to nio, and to us all, their peculiar dangers and diffi¬ 
culties from Infidelity in the form of Universalism ; and the 
Calcutta Missionaries also explained the peculiar dangers they had 
to contend with in India, from the infidelity of the Hindoos; and 
we had their assurance, that our ninth Article would meet the 
difficulties of the circumstances in which they tvere placed. And 
when our Brethren from Germany had also shown us, how 
Neologians deny the most awful Truths which we believe, I felt 
that the Article, No. i), was most precious and important. It em¬ 
braces, “ the Immortality of the Soul, the Resurrection of the 
Body, the Judgement of the World by our Lord Jesus Christ, with 
the Eternal Blessedness of the righteous, and the Eternal Punish¬ 
ment of the wicked.” I recollected also, in reference to the import¬ 
ance of making this addition now, that two deported saints, the Rev. 
Josiah Pratt, first Secretary of the Bible Society, and the Rev. Joseph 
Hughes, had told me, there would hove been no difficulty in having 
Prayer at the Meetings of the Bible Society, had it been agreed to at 
the beginning: the difficulty was,in making the alteration afterwards. 
I do, therefore, feel that we are under a deep debt of obligation to 
our American Brethren for coming forward to suggest the addition. 

• Tho Articles nro here referred to m the order in which they stand in the 
Resolution os originally proposed, p. 77. This order was afterwards altered 5 the 
Fourth became the Fifth, and the Ninth was made the Eighdi.— Editor. 
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It was worth their wliilc to cross ■the Atiuiitic, to eiuihJe us to l)riii>; 
forward such a projtositiou. 1 teel, also, that it was not rii;ht to 
leave out all reference to the future state, and tlie future hopes of 
the Church of God. *• Knowing the terrors of the Lord,” said th" 
Apostle, “we persuade men and the recomj)euee of the reward, 
and the joy set before Him, affected our Lord Himself. Let me, 
further, bring before you the way in which we were led to this 
suptmary. Those who, like myself, were present at the first 
Weeting in Liverpool, know well, in what doubt, anxiety, and 
nncertainty we gathered together, as to the ])ossihle grounds on 
which we might unite. They know the deeply interesting diseussious 
which took place then ; the earnest prayers which we poured forth ; 
the delightful unanimity with which we came to oiir summary ; aud 
what thanksgivings, with joy of heart, we poured out to our (lod on 
that occasion. And I cannot Imt say, that, at first, we were all 
startled by the danger whicli seemed to await the proposal of anv ' 
addition to the number of those Articles. IJnt tlie case of our 
American Brethren has awakened our minds to the ga-at import¬ 
ance of including the ninth Article in the summary of the Princi¬ 
ples of Union. hat they suggested, the calm discussion which 
followed, the earnest jtrayers for Divine guidance which ucre 
poured forth, the gradual way in which one after another 
concurred in the adoption of that Article, the general unanimity 
as to the doctrines themselves—.all these things made the great 
majority feel, that the summary would he very incomplete, without 
that additional Articie. And — though I do not agree with the 
beloved Brother, who said, that the proposition, once made, 
could not l}e rejected without a slight being thrown upon tlic 'J’riitlis 
it contains, (for there may be many reasons « by we shotild not adopt 
some proposition.s, which, yet, wc fully believe)—still, when u 
proposition has been adopted by the Aggregate Committee — by 
associated Brethren who have come from all lands, I do think it 
stands in a very different position. For niy j)art, I dare not 
withdraw the Truth wliich has once been so unanimously adojited, 
lest I should in any way fall under that solemn declaration, “ If any 
man draw back, my .soul shall have no pleasure in him.” Without 
entering upon the consideration of Amendments which have yet to 
be proposed, I would only say generally, tliat it would he extremely 
difiicult to withdraw any of the Articles. Very many have joined, 
on tlie ground of these Doctrines being fully agreed in; and 1 fear 
we should lose valuable Brethren by the removal of any Article 
from our summary. 

Perhaps I may, for a moraenf, just advert to one or two of these 
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Articles. Take the “ right anil duty of Private Judgement." I feel 
that, in those days, when the Papacy has, by a fresh Encyclical 
Letter, denied the Scriptures to the laity, as injurious to them,—and 
when 1 finnan Traditions arc urged, us having an equal claim with 
the Scriptures to our obedience,—it becomes us to bear witness to 
the soleinn, great, responsible duty of all Christians, to search the 
Scriptures for themselves, according to the means, and with all the 
help, whicli (Jod may have afforded them, and to form for them¬ 
selves a conscientious judgement of their meaning and application, 
to guide their principles of faith and their daily conduct. An ever 
ready ohjcction to this prineijile is, tlie multiplied divisions of 
those who liold it; and the variety of Protestant Denomi- 
nalioiis, which, in the face of the world, the jirinciple has led 
Protestants to form. To this it might be replied, that arbitrary 
and absolute jiower may indeed suppress tlie more open mani¬ 
festation of dillerenees, and establish an outii ard and visible union ; 
but it cannot suppress the exercise of that living faith and that 
liberty wherewith Clirist has made us free; and innumerahlo real 
differences u’ill still subsist. Also, tiie operation of arbitrary power 
only occasions a wider diffusion of secret infidelity as to all religion. 
But now, blessed he Cod ! we, the members of different Protest¬ 
ant. Churches, holding the same Head, have assembled, from all 
parts of the World ; and, having conferred togetlier with feelings of 
brotherly love, we have found in the Evangelical Alliance a real unity, 
far beyond that which can he obtained by the inijiosition of arbi¬ 
trary enactments. I felt also, what our dear Brother from the 
Continent said, of the value of this manifested union to them, in 
all their conflicts with the Papal apostacy—to which belongs, I am 
painfully convinced, the Scriptural title, the mother of abominations. 

I \vill advert to one more Article, and that part of it which 
concerns the eternal punishment of the wicked. It is a most 
awful—a tremendously awful truth ; it is one which we cannot 
bring before onr fellow men without the deepest solemnity and 
awe. We jiiit it in Scripture words ; we therefore take the 
sacred oil, the Word of God, and put it into our own vessels, that 
we may from tliencc fill our lamps. Oh dear Brethren, what a 
motive this gives us to love each other, when we hope that Christ has 
“ delivered us from the wrath to come" ! What a quickening truth 
it is to make us labour to the utmost to save others ! 1 feel, indeed, 
that here we have a most heart-stirring and vital, though a most 
solemnly weighty truth, to the end that, by tlie terrors of the Law, 
we may persuade men to embrace the Gospel. 

Now let us look at the mighty strength which these principles give 
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US in all our conflicts witli our s])irituiil foes, who arc many and mighty. 
One single Truth—the T''iiity of tlie Deity—gave Jlahoinmedanism 
all its strength, in contending with the fallen and idolatrous (.’hris- 
tians of the East. M’liat strength, then, will all these great and 
glorious Truths give ns, in contending with our spiritual enemies ! 
What texts will they aft«>rd us at all our Meetings ! Oh how I de¬ 
light in the thought,that these Truths will he expoiinded, and spread, 
and commented upon, in Jlee'.ings and in Churches, throughout 
the whole World ! and you will have taken the most effectual 
steps for diffusing the most vital and essential Truths of the 
Gospel of Christ ! What a body of Truth to aid us in our 
Ministry ! I might enlarge upon these topics ; but others, I 
doubt not, will bring the suiiie thoughts lad'ore you. We are met 
iix Freemasons’ Hall; let us adopt the true principles of frwdom— 
the Truth which makes us free ! Let us stand fast in that liberty 
wherewith Christ has made ns free ! We hope to ileclare the same 
Truths in Exeter Hall. I was struck, in passing by Exeter Hall 
yesterday morniti'j, to see inscribed on the outside facing the .Strand, 
“ 4>IAAAE.\.<1>EI<)N,” which reminds us of (Ae luicof Ihe liirt/tren ; 
and we trust we shall show there next 'ruesday, more than ever 
before, that the Philadelphian state of the Church is coming. 

With one further remark I close; Xone of these 'J'ruths 
are efficacious, [Ktwerfnl, mighty,—hut through the Holy (Jhost. 
What we want is to receive them, •* not in word only, hut also in 
power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance.” Oh may 
the blessed Spirit descend upon us in rich effusion, and send 
these Truths home to every one of our hearts ! 

Rev, Dr. S. H. Cox, (of Xew York.)—I should Ik‘ more per- 
vaded, -Sir Culling, with a sen.«e of the honour now ironferred ujKUi 
me, if 1 were not so overwhelmed with a sense of the duty, com¬ 
pared with my meanness in my own sight, and infliiitely more in 
the sight of God. I hope to liave the same comfort, which 
strengthened my excellent Brethren—the prayers of Christians. 
When 1 think, .Sir, of this assembly—an assemhly 

“ .Surli as earth .nov never, 

.Such os heaven stoops down to fee” - - 

I say, how little is man ! How great is God ! I sun comforted with 
a fine rentark, which an excellent saint, a minister, made to another, 
who had to pri-ach on a great rsccasvion in the United Btates. “ Can 
yon,” said lie, “ face that audience “ I am afraid I cannot.” " Did 
you not hear the advice of an old gentleman, to think them all u patch 
of cabbages?—to sink them, that they may not sink you?” “ Yes, 
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but I nm afraid.” “ You oue/ht to be afraid to go with the inspiration 
of such a lie. 'I'lioy are a most augii.st assembly; the Areopagus of 
Athens was nothing to them.” “ So I think,” said the preacher; 
“and what shall I do?” “ You must sink thcm.or they will sink you." 
“ How can I ?” “ I will tell you. When the sun is up, the stars 

are invisible; and when God is seen, men and angels together 
retire under Ilis wing. In the light of His countenance, and in the 
succours of His strength, go ; and may the Spirit of God go with 
you.” He afterwards said, “ 1 was calmed and relieved ; and never 
jireached with greater freedom.” Sir, I am persuaded, that we, on 
this occasion, arc to be not only kind, but calm ; it is not the heat 
that enables us to .see, but the light only. I would defer with all 
my soul to my Hrethreii ; and, instead of feeling that temptation 
which we have often felt, to buckle on the armour, to measure 
swords with other champions,—I would say, in a higher .sense 
than Burke, “the age of chivalry is gone;” and let it go,—^to 
Kamtschatka, and then round the orbit of the planet Uranus. 
A better age has come in ;—the age of Christianity, light, and love. 
We believe, not with frenzy, but with a calm instinctive faith, that 
our Jesus is King, and that His fifth monarchy is about to spread 
its rightful jurisdiction over the peopled earth. Sir, I a.ssure you 
before God, that I have felt in a degree unmanned; not only bv the 
want of adotpiate nerves, but by uncommon joy ; and I wouhl, even 
at this moment, rejoice with trembling, in the exultation of lasst 
evening. This was the only (and, 1 think, God furnished it as 
needful) the only check to holy delectation and exultation: in this 
Basis should we fail —if we should here mistake—how can our 
prayers be answered? I would say, wisdom is needed; and I take 
its definition from our blessed Saviour, in the parable of the 
Virgins. Wisdom there is identified with foreca.st—providing oil 
for the future, anticipating the coming of the Son of man. Sir, it 
is one of the glories of Christianity to illuminate the future; 
wliicli all the sages of Chaldea and Egypt, of Greece and Rome, 
never could. 'J'heir light was darkness ; their elysium a fiction. 
One of the Emperors in all his state, when gasping on his death-bed, 
could only say, “ Omnia fui, rt nihil ej^pedit," “ 1 have been all 
things, and have found satisfaction in none." *• Other foundation 
can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” We 
want the Rock of Ages for our Basis. Your Articles can only in 
a relative and a most inferior sense be called a Basis. But God, 
who hath made us able Ministers of the New I'estament, will not 
allow us to be dishonoured by quibbling about words. 

Sir, the First Article shows us oar grand Rule: a Rule that sub- 

u 2 
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jects philosophy itself to the Holy Scriptures. Will you iiululge me 
with one remark and that is about the word Scripture ; instead of 
the singular, t/te Holy Scripture, I would suggest, the Holy Scrip¬ 
tures, and I hope we shall carry it. Paul says, “ From a child thou 
hast known the IIoi-y Schiptcue^s, which are able to make thee 
teise unto salvation, through faith which is in Chri.st Jesus.” None 
of us would despise philosophy in its place: we love it. Chris¬ 
tianity is the greatest patron of the education of mind in this 
World. But, 8ir, we believe ])hilosophy has lost its function, and 
has turned to madness, when it forgets, that “ the foolishness of 
God is wiser than man,” I believe it with all my heart ; and, -Sir, 
the verv first Article, very jiroperly, honours the Holy Seri[)tures. 
It is a very great mistake to say, that there is a higher llule than 
the Scriptures, (I will refer to it more definitely before 1 have 
done.) Sir, I deny it. I mean by the Script\ires, tlie Word of 
God; and I say there is not in this world a higher Hole, nor in the 
next, — where “ angels that excel in strength do His commandments, 
hearkening to the voice of His Word.” I cannot conceive of a higlier 
Rule of action in this world or in the next. Human eloquence, 
human literature, or even the tiral and radiant enunciation of Saints 
and Angels in heaven, is nothing to the Word of (Jod. Christ says, 
it is a fixture, compared with which the heavens and the earth ar«“ 
not fixtures. 

The Second Article defines the Ohjcct of all acccplahlc 
tvorship. The True God shines out full—even a> Uevelation-light 
shows us the Father, and the Son, and the Hedy ({host;—.Jehovah, 
the only God of Redemption—the only (tod of Revelation. 1 will 
not say another word here, though I feel tempted to add agresit deal. 

The Third Article shows us the malady of man, in words of 
great brevity, and comprehen.-iveness. and wisdom, — interfering 
with no man’s phihtsophy about Original Sin, witli no man’s 
thoughts on the relation of Adam to l.is jiosterity ; hut, attinned in 
simple and Scriptural language, our malady is there. I think CJod 
helped the man who drew up this most excelletit summary of 
theological objective 'rrulh. But, with our malady, there is. 

Fourthly, our Remedy ; the great apocalyptic display of the .Son 
of God, — coming to this earth to live, and die, and save us. 1 
cannot speak more of that. I would only say, that I am glad that 
His Interce.s.sion, and His ^fcdiatori.il Reign, are there allirmed. 
I believe with those giMul old divines, who tell us, that His 
triplicate otfice is the definition of His grand function as a 
Saviour. Not only is He the Prophet, the Priest, and the King ; but 
in that order precisely. He is accepted Jirst as a Prophet, wherever 
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He is received in His Sacerdotal and Regal glory ; and the men that 
have rejected Him in ihe latter, have done so because they never 
accepted Him in the former. The pride of reasoning, and the 
dcluiuni that would have been bettered by being tremens, kept 
them from seeing the initiative truth. 

Fifthly, we have The Justification of the sinner bif Faith alone, 
the central Article, Sir Culling, — The great trumpet of the Re¬ 
formation,—The great hammer of its progress. Arliculns stantis 
vel cailciitis Ecclesice. I see it here, as in glories emblazoned,— 
like the .Shcchiiiah, the symbol of God upon the mercy-seat, within the 
veil. .Sir, I have often tried, and taxed my ingenuity in almost 
every form of Theological analysis, to find another help. No, not the 
universe,—and (I believe) not God Himself, could find another help 
for man. Let Rome hear it, and impious minds be sick and sore. 
Let Oxford liear it, and exorcise the spirit of paganism and 
asceticism from her alcoves and her clmrches.—And let those hear 
it, whose doubts are such, that heaven has no sympathy with them ; 
and let them say, whether that glorious doctrine, which is God’s 
grand instrument in producing holiness, cun lead to licentiousness ? 
I leave this subject, almost with the reluctance of Adaui leaving 
Paradise. 

.Sixthly, The work of the Holy Spirit in the Conrersion and Sanc- 
liJicaTwn of the sinner. “ Giving thanks unto God, even the Father, 
who hath made us meet to bo partakers of the inheritance of the 
saints in light.” How made us meet? By revealing His glory, that, 
“ with open face beholding ” it, we might be “ changed into the 
same image, from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 
I believe, Sir Culling, not only that the Father, and the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost, exalt us to heaven ; but that they sustain their 
oeconomical functions to all eternity in keeping us there. Con¬ 
secration and confirmation are by the direct eternal effluence of 
God the Spirit. W’e understand that glorious central wonder of our 
faith, when we receive the Name of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, which our adopting God puts upon all his holy children 
in this world. 

Seventhly, The right and duly of Private Judgement in Ihe 
interpretation of the Holy Scriptures. Excellent phnise ! Star in 
the constellation of unequal magnitudes! I see, in the principle 
of this seventh Article, the jirincijile of universal enfranchisement 
and liberty to the Slave, and the Infidel, and the Roman Catholic. 
I -believe that there is no angel of civilization, and of rational 
consistent freedom, in the world, like Christianity itself. Does it 
make men accountable individually? It says, " Give them room to 
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be accountable; make them free,'' It is not a inacbine, or a block, 
or a stock, to n lunn God says, “ Thou slialt love tlie Lord thy (iod 
with all thy jwwers." “ Where tlie Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
liberty”; and IHs very Iniv is called, " the law of liberty,” because it 
brings liberty to the understanding, and then the understanding 
obeys it. 1 would avail myself. Sir Culling, of your heaveii.born 
allusion, the other day, to the centripetal and centrifugal forces; 
that my liberty is as necessary as iny obligation ; and both of them 
acting together would teach the M’orld that sublime princijde t)f 
self-government, which would be the grandest honour to the 
government of Christ in us and over us. The right and the duty— 
blessed collocation ! I bid it farewell with very great reluctance. 

Eighthly, The Divine institution of' the Christian Ministry, and 
the authority and perpetiiiti/ of the ordinunees of Baptism and the 
Lord's Sapper. .Sir Culling, there are not seven sacraments but 
two. Superstition perpetually works upon the principle of 
increase; the heaping nj) of the rubbish of men upon the ])earls of 
God. I thank God f..r the spirit of the l{eformers, who taught 
the World, what they learned from his Word, that He had hut two 
scabs under the Mosaic dispensation that were covenanted,— 
Circumci.sion and the Passover; and when the unbloody and 
consummate di.spensation of Christ came in, it was fitting that they 
should be changod to the unbloody rites of Ihiptism and the Lord's 
.Supper. I believe with all my .soul, that they are God's mode of 
simply indicating the visibility of Ills peojple, and of authenticating 
His covenant engagenient.s. I value them, and none the ie.ss, but 
only the more, because they have been so misunderstood, and so 
corrupted, in coming down tti us through the Dark Ages. I 
believe that the transubstanliati»)n of Home has hail its proper 
counterpart in Baptismal Hegeneratinn. 

But I must make a remark upon the Ninth Article, (and I will 
here too be a.s brief as I can) because it has been impugned by 
some honoured and learned Hrethreii. ] assure you all who are here 
met together, that I believe it is a synopsis, a miniature, of Ueve- 
l.ation's glory. If I could fall into iihdntry,—(for 1 will not 
w'or.ship anything but what the first and second mandates of the 
Decalogue authorize) —it would be here. I feel such a veneration 
for it, that I have lieen kept prai.siug God all night, while 1 ought 
to have been sleeping to refresh my nerves for thi.s service; and 
when 1 think of its oecumenical display, and its transmission to all 
the Countries of the Globe, and to all posterity, till the Itesiir- 
rection trumpet shall awaken the .saints to glorify C'lirist, with their 
own Ijodies glnrifu-d after the similitude of Ills own body, —1 do 
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feel the ninth proposition to be so coni])lete in ail its parts, I 
synipiithize with iny Brethren in their fears, lest the Ark on being 
touched should be injuretl. God keep us from injuring it. 

It has Iteen said, that the Eighth Article, and possibly some 
others, may exclude some who are Christians. I think it quite 
possible. It is a great comfort to me, that fjo<l can see piety where 
I cannot. But, ignorant as I am, I feel called by Him to breathe 
goodwill to men, and to seek to do them service; but not to 
acknowledge the features, and the family likeness of the children 
of God, where that family likeness is so mystified and caricatured 
that I cannot see it. W’hen I refuse to .see what I cannot see, 
I do not usurp the place of the 2Bost High Judge; tiie Eternal 
God is witness, that I do not thus in my soul, any more than in 
outward demonstration. I would rather advance the inlcrer-ts of 
God’s people than disturb tlicm in one particular. But, in the 
very nature of the case, it is necessary that the ^Members of this 
Alliance should have some symbolical mode of knowing one 
another, ami of under.standing who they are that stand up together. 
I have nothing to say of signs and pass-words, though in this Hall ; 
but I believe there is a mode of knowing one another between 
individual Christians, which the devil may have aped; but which 
God having established, remains as excellent and .superlative as the 
communion of saints. I will repeat an anecd<ite, which at first 
troubled me, when I was born in 11112. A Christian from England, 
in an Oriental Country, met with one from Syria. Havim- 
mutually heard of each other, but having no blaster of the 
Ceremonies to introduce them,—and having, in consequence of the 
confusion of Babel, no common language,—they could not speak 
to each other; but, knowing each other, they shook hands, and 
looked and felt and gestured unutterable things. They felt that 
they were Christians; they were two sons of the King of kimrs, 
redeemed by the Siune blood, and therefore bl.H.d relatives of the 
best blood in the Universe. Then one of them said, recollectin'^ 
some blessed words that are transferred from the Hebrew into 
all Versions of the Bible, (and I wish that more liad been 
transferred, that cannot be translated) —“ Halleluiah ;" Amen ” 
said the other. ’ 

Sir, I am not certain but what there may be .some tnli$m.anic 
sentence that will show to what a man belongs all over the World 
and that will be carried where no smaller circle of Knights Tern 
plars,or their posterity, could have gone, or intended to go. At the 
same time, we wish this Eden of ours should be guarded, if not with 
the (laming cherubic sword turning every way, yet with a line or 
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scroll; not tlwt which Goil uhme can sec, hut which men can see. I 
most perfectly dissent from the idea, that a man does nnt exclude 
himself. I believe that sinners exclude themselves from the broad 
open glories of the Gospel. We do not wish to exclude any one: 
but, if they will not speak the language of Ganaan, we must not 
be asked to translate gibberish. 

And now. I throw myself upon the brittherly com'idence of this 
sainted confraternity, to which I feel it a great honour to belong. I 
would refer to the Friends; and I ])resuuie to know more about 
them than many who are more learned than I; heeaus(> I was born 
one, and educated one: and if the reading of George F’ox. William 
Penn, and Robert Rarclay, Apologies, and Excuses, and all, WiOild. 
make me know their views. I claim to know them. I wonderfully 
distinguksh bctw»-en a system and tlie men. I say the syst«‘m is 
very ricketty. If you s;ry, and I have heard this objection, that we 
by this Basis exclude them. I beg leave to demur. Xo, we do not. 
If you would alter the Basis, or abolish it, they would he excluded, 
except by an inconsistency ; hecause they could not join in your 
prayers. Xo, George Fox would not rlo it ; and Robert Barclay 
says, that prayers that are spoken without the antecedent motion of 
the Spirit are abhorred of God, ami to be separated from by all llis 
true worshippers. And they all believe it. They could not have 
joined your Bible Society, if you bad not joined them in their mistake. 

I wish them well, with all my .sonl; and I wish them fu lli r. with all 
my soul. I never niulertook to dispose of them in the \Norld,as 
if I were anything but a fellow.sinner. But I am bonml as a 
Christian, as a member of this .Alliance, and more, as a Minister of 
Christ, to tell men, with the voice of a trumpet that gives no un¬ 
certain .sound, the ditferenee between tr'.ith and error—between 
Christianity and a mi.stake. You may rely upon it, unless y<iu are 
prepared to give up, not only your Basis, but your |»rnyers, you 
need not Ik; sorry for what you have <h»ne ; only grie» e jiiid pray 
over what they have done to exclude ibeniselves. I hope they 
w'ill come into our Alliance yet: hecause I know that (»od is on the 
way to destroy all the wmal, hay, stubble, that were ever ]>ut 
U;gether, and to compact His children nj’on a Basis which is more 
durable than ndaiiiarit. X'ow I have another thing to say : if t/our 
Kiphtk Article do not exclude tliem, (niul I tleriy that, in a proper 
sense, it di>es,) yet they are excluded by i/oiir First Article. It is 
tbe -^tudof of their system—the cardinal error of their whole 

Theohtgy is in the foundation, that there is a superior rule of faith 
and practice to the Scriptures. Yinir Bible, with them, is not the 
Word of Ood. That very phrase is expatriated from its own native 
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domain. Tin's pliriise— The Word of God —they mystically connect 
with tJitnr views of the inward light. That inward liglit (according 
to them) is the fountain ; and the Bible is one of its streams; and 
Sarah (Irubb’s .lournal is another. I do not wish to caricature 
them ; but I am tolling you the truth : and, so long as we say, 
that the Word of God, in time and in eternity, is the supreme 
Buie, they never can join with u.s; unless (which I hope w'ill be 
the case) God shall enlighten them more, and extricate them by 
the love and glory <if Christ. Then they will find how much they 
need, that “ God, who commanded the light to .shine out of darkne.ss, 
should sliine into their hearts, to give them the light of the know¬ 
ledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” 

Now 1 ask yon this riuostion—and I will come to a close as soon 
as I can—If a man will not .say,—whatever he may think, and how¬ 
ever pious he may be,—if he will not say, that the Bible is the 
Word of God. the supreme paramount Rule of Faith and Practice, 
then / must think, and i/o« must think, Sir Culling,—however they 
argue before vou,—you cannot acknowledge their rectitude here, and 
join in a Basis,—in the grand particular of which, you must c.m- 
forni to them, or they to yon. I feel that if men are excluded by this 
Basis,it is forreasons that concern them,in their acconnt.ability to man 
and to God, much more than it concerns ns to alter or suppress the 
T'ruth for their sake. It is a good thing in logic, to keep to a rule, 
and to let the exception take care of itself. It is a good thing in law, 
to keep the law .straight,—supposing that there will be siitlicient 
oblifiuity in practice. It is necessary to take Truth as good 
enough for every man. I am not to boast of my orthodoxy; but I 
may say in this Assembly—for tfiere are no ladies in the g-allery— 
that I have often looked on orthorloxy in a Minister of the Gospel 
as analogous to chastity in a female: it is not to be parted with; 
and there is no honour in having it; but very much disgrace in not 
having it. Our whole theology is epitomized in this idea ; Chris¬ 
tianity, full-orbed, as God gave it, man is rerjuired to keep, to love, 
to perpetuate; and to transmit to coining gtmerations. 

But I have come now to the last of the nine .Articles; and I beg 
my honoured Brethren to believe, that whatever I may say (and I 
am afraid to say anything, for fear I should say something not 
wise) I desire to hurt no man’s feelings; and I am willing to learn 
from any Brother—at any one’s feet: but if I may not play the 
polemic, by the great grace of God, I think I could act the martyr 
for that Ninth Article. By the great grace of God, I would rather 
die than stain its Heavenly glory. Whatever wisdom led those 
honoured Brethren, who drew up tlie eight propositions, to bring 
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them to such a close, I c-.iiiiiot tell. It was a stniriiie tlocimicnt. 
■which had no future, with its “ far more exceislinj; and eternal 
weight of glory", for a grand appendix. Every one of the eight 
propositions was true, as far as it went: hut it did not go to the 
grave,—much less rise in triumph Iwyoiid it. The Friends do not 
believe in the Resurrection of the Body, e.xceptiiig that of Christ. 
I was taught by them ; and I thought 1 ought l*> do many things. 
The thing that knocked me d»iwii (when I was a student of law,— 
when I left Blackstone for Paul,—alone and serious, for fear any 
one should see me—so great a fool I was) was rinuling the 
I.'ith chapter of l.st Corinthians. I felt an old man strike me on 
the head; and I had the headache when I received the blow. 1 re¬ 
ceived it with an agony I cannot describe ; and since I have received 
the Truth, I would rather give my life, whicli is not worth giving 
or taking, than ])art with my immortality. I believe that .fesus 
Christ on the cross suffered in flis soul, but in Ilis body too, 
(though in His soul much more) that lie might redeem AodiV.v and 
souls; and I hear an argument, like that in His own wttrds. Your 
liodies are the temples of the living God ; if anv man ilefile the 
temple of God, him will (Jod destroy.” 1 feel that we ought to 
honour our bodies, and to keep them pure and clean for Christ,— 
that, in the Resurrection, they may be conformed to His most 
glorious liody, according to that passage, which I will alter to make 
it more cIom^ to the original : “ U’ho shall change the ImkIv of our 
humiliation, that it may be conformed to the Iwaly of His glory, 
according to the working of His mighty power whereby He is able 
to subdue even ail things to Himself.” Xow, Sir, this doctrine is 
so completely the doctrine of Christianity, that, give it up, and 
you may go with Pythagoras to the mummies of Egypt, and he 
yourself a innmmy; but yon will never lie a phihwopber, and never 
be a Christian. Christianity here has completely the field of 
vision; like the Sun that s]>reads its radiant tide of never ending 
effluence, iiiexbanstihle ; and, of which, a [teiicil can illumine a 
hemisphere of this little globe. His sunlmams are brought to the 
M’orld, unattracted by the World, by tbeir own irradiating efflu- 
ency, like the grace and truth of God. 1 see in God's light, and 
believe with all my soul, the doctrine of the Resurrection of the 
Dead ; without which, I should feel that living was a fumr and nn 
absurd business. 

But this is solemn os well ns glorious. “ When the Sun of Man 
shall come in bis glory, and all the holy Angels with Him, then shall 
He sit upon the throne of His glory. And before Him shall l>e 
gathered all nation*"—when no other man uriU «v«r bo born, and a« 
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born man ever be born again. “lie sball separate them one from 
another, as a Sheplierd dividetb his sheep from tlie goats.” Here I 
.ask you. What is God’s motive in telling you of these things ? for 
it is not as some have dishonourably represented them. In the 25th 
chapter of Matthew, Christ gives the parable of the Talents, teach¬ 
ing us our own accountability ; the parable of the Ten Virgins, show¬ 
ing the difference between the Church visible and invisible, ftheonly 
Church out of which there'is no salvation.) But lie says these 
principles are to be illustrated, when the Son of Man shall come in 
the glory of his Father, with all his holy Angels. In that scene we 
shall figure. 1 have received a letter from one dear to me, who is 
jiraying for you, as she has done for me, and she says, “ I pray for 
you, that, forgetting everything else, you may come off with triumph 
in the Day of Judgement.” Let God’s grtice give us th.at triumph, 
without which all others are only the precursors of damnation. I 
ask this (juestion—what is the motive of the great God in telling 
men of hell ? I believe it is nothing but an illustration of this truth 
—“ God is love.” It is because He does not want men to go there; 
as Whitefield told his audience once in the outskirts of this city, “ I 
preach bell, that yo\i may go to heaven “ and if there is a heaven,” 
said a wotnan, “ I will go there;” “God help you,” was the answer, 
“and so will I.” I believe it is short-sighted mis:mthropy to hide 
those truths ; I do not mean to say, that we are to reconnnend men 
to go to heaven, merely or mainly, by telling them of the pains of 
hell; but I say //lat motive has its place, a.t every truth has its 
position, and the whole Revelation of God its finished symmetry. I 
am before an audience that understand it. 1 thought, when I rose 
up, it is out of my power to convince this learned audience; and 
there is a good reason for it:—they are convinced before I begin. I 
thought I would not speak to the Amendments—but to the one 
idea—the five points in the i)th Article—the Immortality of the 
Soul—the Resurrection of the Body, the Judgement of the World 
by our Lord Jesus Christ, with the Eternal Blessedness of the 
righteous, and the Eternal Punishment of the wicked. It has been 
said, by some excellent Brethren, that w’e had better express the 
last paragraph, iotidem verhis, in the language of Scripture. May 
1 say, why I feel constrained, with great regret, to dissent from 
that statement? In the first place, you have thus fiir used the 
English language, without quoting Scripture out of place. It is 
often said in our Church courts, that, when a candidate is examined 
for Ordination, he must not express himself in Scripture language: 
he might as well come and say—“ There is the Bible ; that is my 
creed.” What information will that give us ? We want him to teU 
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US, in his own trords, wliat he believes ; and tlien to bring Seri|itnre 
to prove its truth. Wlien xve make a platform, to which nations 
may oome for ages, we want them to tell exactly, what this impor¬ 
tant Council has determined. I feel that Henry the Seventh's 
Chapel, and the ^^’estlninster Assemhiy themselves, will be 
compared with us, not to our dishonour, in future ages. It will he 
asked xvhat did that Council of Divines, from all jxarts of the 
World, mean? And. if you give them merely a Scripture text, what 
will be the interpretation ? It makes me think of the in(|uisito- 
rial commission, when they torttired witnesses to make them confess 
'vhat they chose. But it so ha >|)ens that this lifth item is expressed 
in the very words of Scripture—the last verse of the 2.>th eha])ter of 
Matthew—“ into everlasting punishment.’’ I suppose the blessed 
John refers to this, where he says, “ fear hath torment.” (o fiSo; 
xe'Xatfo iy'Si.) This is (Jod’s word. Xone of us maile the phrase/’; 
xoXatf/r aiwvicv, A poet says of \\ hitx’Heid,— 

“ He lovcil the world that h rt.-d him. 'I’lie li ar 
Which dropped upon Ids Itilile w.is *0110/0. 

Assailed hy scandal and the ton'jue of strife. 

His only answer was, a hlameloss life ; 

And ho that for^jed, and lie tliat threw tlie dart. 

Had each a brother's interest in his heart.” 

In that sense, every man had an interest in him. f believe in 
weeping and praying, as well as in pidemic pngnation, to convert 
heretics: hut I do not believe in converting them hy altering the 
Truth of God, I recollect a great many anecdotes. I will not go to 
the miserable prophet of .\rahia, who could not xvrite his name, for 
an iiiustratioii. But yon recollect Paul of Samo.sata, in the dtli 
Century. He went to convert a Queen ; and he was determined to 
bring back a seal to his ministry. The Queen said, “ I have some 
doubts.’’ “ There is no need of doubts,” s.iid he, “ 1 will alter any. 
thing you choose.” She began to alter so mncli, that he was in 
danger of being altered himself. You know what became of that 
miserable man : the whole Church voided him. I think we must 
keep to the mould. That beautiful expression in Romans ha-s often 
been mistaken: “ God be thanked that ye were the servants of sin.” 
I xvill translate it, as I am sure it means, “ God he thanked that, 
though ye were the .servants of sin,” ye arc not noxv such. Why? 
‘'’Because ye have obeyed from the heart,” not "that form of 
doctrine which was delivered to you,” but " that mould of doctrine 
into which you were delivered”—into which you were cast. That 
is the meaning. And we must keep these moulds, and cast the 
minds of the world into them; and God himself will stamp His own 
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image tliere. But I conclude by saying, that I hope we shall never 
be so lost in argument as to forget to steep our thoughts in prayer; 
and I hope no verbal criticism will rashly disturb the deep bjumla- 
tion of this Basis, until it becomes consolidated before the nations 
by the immutable strength of God. 1 believe lie will honor it; and 
those who love it will be with Him, in Christian Union, in the 
Qiiciimenicul Evangelical Alliance in heaven. 

The CuAiii.MAN. After the tender aj)])eals of our friend ilr. 
Bickersleth, and the eloquence you have just heard,—after 
the manner in which this Uesolution has been moved and 
seconded, 1 shall not be misapprehended when I say, that 1 con¬ 
sider it will be both graceful and aj)propriate, that those who settle 
this Basis should enter into .some detail in sup])orting the doctrinal 
views wliicii it contains: but 1 wamlil venture to .sugge.st to subse¬ 
quent speakers, that, e.xcept upon points which may be raised in 
discussion, it is not ex]iedient to dilate ujion the groumis on which 
each Article is sujtported. 1 have another point to put to 
you: I have looked carefully at tl.e Amendments of which notice 
has been given; and it seems to me, that you will consult your own 
convenience by dividing the whole proposition into jiarts,—taking 
them up seriatim, and then passing the whole together : that is, if 
the Amendments are persevered in. They relate to parts of the 
whole; and 1 think I shall do well by asking our friends, one after 
another. Whether they intend to propose their Amendments If 
they do, we will take the introductory clauses, and then, iN'o. 1, 
No. 2, and so on. Our friends will understand that 1 am not 
throwing the weight of the Chair into a desire that they shall be 
withdrawn; but 1 will ask Dr. Byrth, Whether he still intends to 
move his Amendment ? 

Kev. Dr, Byutu. By all means; and I may take the liberty of 
saying, without interfering at all with the authority of the Chair, 
that 1 claim the precedence in jrroposing my Amendment. 

The CiiAiH.tiAN hesitated for a moment, and after a question 
from the lion, and Kev. B. W. Noei., 

Dr. Byutu explained that his Amendment touched the whole 
Basis. Other Amendments would be withdrawn, or rather aiinihi. 
lated, supposing his were carried. 

Whereupon the Cuaik.uan ruled that Dr. Byrth should move 
his Aniendmeut. 

After a question from Kev. Dr. Beaumont, which Rev. W. 
Bevan suggested was not in order, 

Bev. Dr. Byhtii rose to move his Amendment. This, in the 
form in which it was originally given in, was to the effect, that the 
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Basis, in which (as it now stootl) one Article had been mollified, 
and another added,—should be restored to its original form. And, 
after a reference to the difficulties of his position, and liilly ex¬ 
plaining that his opposition to the Ninth Article did not ari.se from 
any doubt whatever in his own mind as to its Scriptural 'IVtith, 
the Rev. Doctor proceeded to argue for its rejection, on the grouml 
that it was not contained in the original Basis as prepared at 
Liverpool in October last, and tliat those Truths oidy wliich were 
nijsolutely e.ssenlial to salvation ought to be included in the Basis: 
that the Basis which had served for the last nine months should at 
least be tried for nine more: that he would have wished to ex|(uuge 
the Eighth .Article (respecting the Ministry and the Sacraments), 
but had consented for the sake of peace and love, not to disturb it. 

Dr. Byrth then mentioned, tliat, like Dr. Cox who preceded 
him, he had been Iwirn and bred a Quaker ; and he fully confirmed 
the statements which liad l>een made respecting the opinions held 
by the Society of Friends. 

He also took occasion to advert, as an Oxford man, to the refer¬ 
ence which had been made to Oxford ; and gracefully alluding to 
the Rev. J. Haldane Stewart, who, like himself, was an Oxford 
man, he entreated the Meeting not to think all bad th.it came from 
Oxford. The errors of Oxford had not atfected all lier sons. And 
—though an Oxford man and a clergyman of the Cliurch of En¬ 
gland—he peculiarly rejoiced in addressing a iMeeting like the 
present, composed of Laymen as well a.s Ministers, who met and 
consulted together. 

Rev. W. Bkvan having read the Amendment,— The Ciiaik- 
MAS said. Before I ask, who will second the .AmendmentI 
.should not be worthy of iny position us your (lhairtnaii, if I did 
not say one word in reference to an observation that has fullen. 
/ am an Oxford man too: and I desire to lK>ar inv testimony to the 
value of the mental discipline, the (Classical and Mathematical 
instruction afforded there. If I am at all alile, in this Chair, to 
distinguish things that differ, and to do my duty ns Chairman—I 
owe it to Oxford. 

Rev. J. Haldane Stewabt. —Would it not be con.sistent with 
the gravity and holiness of our Meeting.^ would it not be wise, not 
to use expressions of approliation or disapprobation.’—the words 
of the wise are heard in quietness. 

'I'he CI 1 AIR.SIAN.—I must leave that to our friends ; it would nut 
become me lo rule upon it. 

Rev. Tiiosias Scales rose to order. The question of order is 
this: I find, on looking at the Agenda, that the name of Mr. Hiii. 
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ton stands connccU'd with amotion to omit the Eighth Article: 
yet, if I am not (greatly mistaken, the name of my friend has been 
announced, as tlie seconder of Dr. Byrth’s iMotion. In the one ca-ie, 
he j)roposes to restore the Articles to their original form. In the 
other, to omit the Eighth. 

Herenjam aro.se .some di.scnssion on points of Order, in which 
Bev. T. ScAEKs, J. A. Jasiks, lion, and Rev. B. \V. Noki., Revs. 
W. Bktan, Dr. Bybth, T. Binnky, and others took part. In the 
course <if this conversation it appeared, that Dr. Bvbtii merely 
intended to move that the Ninth .Article he omitted, without 
touching any other. The whole (tf the discussion at this period 
was, therefore, somewhat irregular: but, having been commenced, 
it was ruli-d that it should now proceed. 

Rev. John I Iowa an Hinton rose to second the Amendment. 
He forcibly and justly' maintained that this was a deliberative 
Meeting —fully ipialitied and authorized to enter into the trhole 
qiicxlion of the Basis, independent of any previous conclusions of 
the Provisional t’ommittee : and, with reference to the tjuestion 
before them, he argued, that the main design of the Alliance was, 
to include all godly people; and therefore nothing should be 
adopted that would exclude a single Believer, however erroneous 
we might deem his views on some imjiortaiit jaiints. He admitted, 
however, that it never was the intention to include Roman Catho¬ 
lics, though some of them might be real Christians, He should 
himself have been strongly in fai'our of an Experimental Basis; 
and he maintained, that to testify to Truth was no part of the 
design of the Alliance, and that the attempt would involve it in 
dillicnltie.s and lead to division. 

Rev. T. Binnkv took much the same view of the design and 
nature of the .Alliance. He had intended to move something to 
this effect:—“The idea of an Evangelical Alliance being that of the 
union of the greatest number of those who hold the Head, however 
differing in secondary matters, it is of the utmost importance that 
the Basis of such a confederacy be the simplest possible, consistent 
with es.sential 'I'ruth, that the Union itself may be the more com¬ 
prehensive; this Meeting, therefore, anxious to realize this idea, 
deprecates any addition to the points hitherto held forth as the 
suggested Doctrinal Basis of the proposed Alliance.” He meant to 
have moved that, to prevent the addition of the Ninth Article, or 
any other. For, if one be added, no one can tell how many more 
may be added. The idea of an Alliance to him had always been, 
that it is something that will bring together those whom Christ 
has received, however much they might differ from one another. 
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“The man who is good t'liough for (.'hrist,” said Roln-rt Hall, “is 
good enough for 1110.” 'I’he man wiui ludioved the tloctriiies of essen¬ 
tial Truth, who had ctmie to t'hrist by repentance and faith, was 
justihed through Christ before (Jod,—was a man, who, whatever he 
might disbelieve liesides, was worthy to be received into the Alli¬ 
ance. That was his idea of the .Mlianee; and the fewer the 
Articles included in the Ihisis, the larger the eomprel.ension would 
be. He said. When a imin stands betore me. and I and that all 
the shades of tUonobt, and feeling, and idea, that [ havia are ti.iind 
in him ; 1 am very much afraid of myself, lest (^whiie I profess to 
love him) 1 am onlv loving him, because I see in him a full length 
portrait of myself. Hut when a man stands before me, and I find 
that he differs greatly. that his ideas, ami feelings, ami view.-, and 
notions of s(,me doetriiu's, and of diseiplin - and government. tlitfer 
from mine, I do not s,e myself in him ; Imt I <• in see the image of 
iny .Master : and the one great prineijili-, 'vhii!i nnili seaeli to Him. -• 
and makes us, so far, like e.ieh otla-r, fK-eaiise w -- ii.ii e b,-, n revived 
by the same Lord,—m ikes me lake him ami love iiim,—mil Is v.iUse 
i see my.self in him, but because 1 see in liiin Ibe im.ige of ( i.ii^i. 
If I understood anything, this was to be the prim iji!, of iln- 
ance: and I feel pained to say, that tiiere li.is bvii a ti-mleney to 
‘change the spirit and character of the wlmle vonfederaev. I am 
only giving yon mi/ impression, anil you ire very weleoim- to oi-, e 
me t/ours. Now I framed what I have re. d, not liaiing .im re¬ 
ference to the doctrine of the Xintli Article; and I sbmdd I'ke ll' 
I could carry yon with me,—I should be .satisfie-b tb.it this .Alii.nice 
should consist of those who lioid v ii.it is gooeially ti-rined Kvaii- 
gelical Truth ; which I think is ij.iite enongh. 

lie further .said, that lie had hesitated himself alioiit signing tlio 
Basis. He had sat many a time in great anxiety of mind before 
God, hesitating whether he could put his hand to that p.irlieniar 
phra.seology: and they were going to increase the diffieulty with 
respect toother con.scienccs and tender minds. He tlionglit it of great 
im{)ortance to keep in view what had been .sngge.sted l>y f)r. Byrtli ; 
that it did not follow, because persons doubt or deny eli'rnai torments, 
that therefore they were advocate.s of universal salvation. With 
these and some other observations, he snjiported the Amendnieiit. 

Rev. Dr. Hoby made an etH|uiry respecting a point of order.— 
I have this difficulty. Mr. Hinton gave notice that he would move 
for the removal of the eighth Article of the Basis. After 
having so announced his intention, he seconded the propos.al of Dr. 
Byrth to remove the ninth; and, in the course of hi.s remarks, he 
said, that, if the Conference consented to the removal of the 
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ninth, he would be content to leave the eighth untouched. Under 
tliese circumstances I wish to know, whether anybody else may, 
during this discussion, move for the rcmova of the eighth, without 
giving formal notice ? 

Tlie Chairman : Yes. 

Some further conversation arose as to the expressions of assent 
and dissent, by crying “ hear, hear,” and “ no, no,” in which Rev. 
Dr. J. B. Bennett, lion, and Rev. B. W. Xoei., and others, took 
part. 

Tlie Chairman did not decisively rule that such expressions 
should be entirely restrained. But the general feeling evidently 
was—abstaining from everything of the kind, as far as possible—■ 
to conduct the di.scussion in a calm and solemn spirit ; which was 
very fully acquie.sced in during the remainder of this and the 
following session. 

Rev. R. II. llrnseiiEi.i, did not rise to make a speech. At tlie 
same time, upon the .subject u. 'or discussion, he wished to say a 
few wo. First, as to the Basis for Union; so far as he under- 
stoiid tlie Christian principle when he first embraced the truth, it 
ejijiea cl to liiiii to be simjily this—the foundation which God 
himself lias laid in Zion is the Basis of Christian I'nion ; “ Whoso¬ 
ever belli’ ■'•th 'll the Lord .Ic.-iis Christ, liatli everlasting life.” 
lie fottnd, It. reading the history of the Church, that every dis- 
ciissien in the Christian Cliurch arose only from the fact of looking 
awav from tins simple fouml.it'on. It was not a discussion on 
isolated points .. I'octrine ; but on the foundation itself. Looking 
away from .tesiis, tliey looked away from everything connected 
with Him. .s in the days o* Isiael,—when, for years, there bad 
been war between Judah anu Ephraim, and llezekiah succeeded in 
reviving religion in Judah,—what was the nianifc'station of it.’ 
The king sent messengers through all Ephraim, inviting them to 
come and celebrate the Passover,—to bring forward that liDnb, in 
regard to which they were all united ; although a difference betii een 
the Tribes had long existed. The great work of Luther was, to 
bring forward this one cardinal idea : Christ Jesus and Him cruci¬ 
fied, who is our life and strength and salvation. Read all liis 
Sermons; read all hjs works. What he held forth was Justification 
by Faith alone. The martyrs in this Country died for this one 
truth. Justification by Faith. Now, as to the Aniciidnient of the 
Fourth Article, it tvns not introducing a now jioint, it was simply 
expressing an idea a little more strongly. But were- we come to 
the point of making a complete Creed ? He thought not. And, 
although he did not agree with the views expressed by Mr. Hinton, 
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lie felt fully with him, that we had nut united to<!;ether as a West¬ 
minster Assenihly, hut simply as those who believed in llie Lord 
Jesus Christ ; and our testimony sliould he tlie j^reat testimony, 
that Jesus Christ, (lie same yesterday, to dav. and for ever, is the 
source and centre of our union. He added, that there was no 
model whatever for this Alliance. There was no other recorded in 
Church history, from tvliich ti> take example, after which to mould 
it. The !j;atlieiinir of the Jlrethren at Jerusalem, when they met 
with one heart, could not he taken as a model,—because then they 
were still one nation—one family circle. The only model is that 
great Evangelical Alliance, of tvhieh Ood Himself has given a 
glorious vision, when tens of thousands, and thousands of thousands 
of the Redeemed, out of all kindreds, have but one Basis of their 
Alliance, and that is : Wortliy is the Fatmh that was slain, and has 
washed Us from our sin- in His own blood; aiid has made us unto 
our God kings and priests ; and we shall reign upon the earth.” 

Rev. Dr. 3I.tssii: rose with great solieitiule coneerning the 
issue of this discussion. He trusted, however strongly some 
Bretliren might feel, that the isMie of the present disctissiou 
wouhl lx‘ amicable, and lead all to rejoice in the blessing of (iod 
resting upon us. He had anticipated that he should have seconded 
Dr. Byrtli’.s jiroposition in these terms—that the Doctrinal Basis b.' 
adopted by the Conference in its original form—as it existed in the 
Aggregate Meeting, and uas ntjairted by the .'Select Committee. 
This he ex] vected, on this groiiml. that tiie .Assembly had been con¬ 
vened on that Basis, All uere here come together, for the purjwise 
of ctin.sidering the propriety of tbrming a (■■mfederation. ujnm that 
Basis. Even our excellent and highly esteemed hrother Binnev 
had said, that he signed the paper Containing that Basis ;—and a 
more scrupulou-i mind, and a more conscientiou.H jnind, did nr>t 
exi-st among the .Al inislets of the Binly to which they hotli belonged,— 
that he ua.s able to sign it, aftiT c.dni and praverful consideration ; 
and many others had come nji with this calm and prayerful conside¬ 
ration. They were ready to go so far in adopting a .svmbol tif 
Union: but not farther. If it .shoulil in* considered a.s a Creeil or 
Confession of Faith, they would think it an obstacle. If the 
addition of the Ninth Article, with the addenda to the Fourth, were 
inU'ndt^l to fill up tlie Basis, and to make it mi far coiiipleli*, tliere 
were other things which lie thought essential l(» the Basis. He 
called on Brethren to consider. Whether they conld not give ami 
take a little in the matter ? consenting mi far to expre*.s opinion 
as all agree ' to withhold opinion in imitlers in which they tliffennl ? 
They had so hur agreed, through almost twelve months of continued 
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agitation iu reforiaicc to this Jiasis ; I'.ir uuaiu aiiu airuiii tliay had 
coini' to it, time al'tor tiiiie, and Inul hoen constrained to 
say, witli a shout of gratitude to tiod, tiuit they laid heen 
guided by the Spirit of God, to an agreement on these J-iiglit 
Articles, as they were rejiorted by tlie Select Connnittee. The 
addition, drawn uj) and j)resented by the ul)le and discriminating 
pen of Dr. (’andlisb, altogetlier acijuitted them of the respousiinlity 
as to its being a complete freed, or line of demarcation for 
Brotberhood. They were safe from everything like assumjition iu 
reference to others : they were safe in reference to anything like con. 
cession of truth among themselves. lie concluded hy entreating 
Brethren, who had labonrcil in the ITovisional Committee,—and 
who had sought the Lord, with one miml and spirit, to direct them,— 
that they would come back to what thev had adojited, and go no 
farther. 

Bev. .1. Biht feared that the adoption of the i)th Article would 
toiul to make divisions in families and Churches. He was not 
aware of any Church, in which the belief of the Eternal Pnnisli. 
ment of the wicked was professed ; there were other doctrines, the 
profession and belief of which was required : but he believed there 
was no Church, which made belief of this doctrine a term of 
a(lini.ssion to communion. He thought we were making a new 
criterion of fellowship, a new term of communion,—and he feared 
the con-secpiences. 

Bev. Dr. (.'UNXi.NniiiA.'i.—As i\lr. Hinton has referred to a 
statement of mine,, I feel I must tronhle you for a moment or two. 
He Jjuoted a saying of mine at the Liverpool t'onferenee—That it 
wa.s absurd to think of battling Bomanism under the banner of, or in 
combination with, Quakeri.sin, I am not ashamed of it: hut 1 refer 
to it simply for this purjwse, to pres.^ on the Alliance this eon.side- 
ration, that the statement, hastily made, was a just indication of 
what wa.s then the state of feeling on the part of the Conference ; 
and what I believe to he the general feeling on the part of the 
Alliance, namely :—that one great object of uniting together was, 
that, a.s a Prote.stant Confederation of Christians, wo might 
oppose the great adver.sary of the kingdom of ('hrist. It was just 
an expre.ssion of that feeling, as far as concerns tlic relation of 
Popery to Quakerism, in a way of contrast. I shall s.ay nothing 
about it now : but if Mr. Hinton moves anything respecting the 
eighth. Article, #/«•« will bo the proper time to advert to it: at 
present I shall say nothing but upon the proj>er <piestion before us. 
This is just a j)roposal to omit the Ninth Article. We have not a 
general Motion for restoring the Basis to its original form; that has 
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been abandoned ; and, if it i-; to be bronj^ht nj) again, it nuist be 
tbe subject of a notice of Motion. Now it is quite plain, that tbe 
discussion of this question, the omission of the Xinth Article, may 
lead to a good deal of general discussion as to the character of that 
Basis : because really the test, by rvhich wo ought to be guided in 
deciding the question, whether another Article shall be added or 
not, must mainly depend upon the view we take of tlie object of 
that Basis. I am j)crsuaded, that a good di'al of the difTercnce of 
opinion that has arisen upon this point, and of the confusion wo 
have got into in discussion, lias just been, because we had not in 
our omi minds, or in the formal document which has been brought 
under our consideration, any vorj distinct and explicit deliverance 
as to the real position and real objects of that Basis, This matter 
has been left somewhat indefinite : I think, upon the whole, rightly 
and wisely. Still there is a certain degree of indefiniteness as to 
the intended .application of that Ihisis ; and, that being so, 1 am at 
a loss to find a definite test, to which we may resort, to ascertain, 
whether or not an additional Article ought to be appended ? That 
has arisen from our having begun this matter, without a distinct 
view of what was intended, and our views changing as the matter 
advanced. I believe one leading object was, to unite Protestant 
Evangelical Christians against the assaults of the Man of Sin. 
Then, as we met together, and saw one another face to face, the 
idea came out more fidly, of having a Confederation of all who 
loved the Lord Jesus Cliri.st. Then, as we advanced further, it 
came to be more palpable, that, whatever might he our ohjeel, 
there must be sometliiiig like a general recognition of conformity to 
a certain extent, more or less distinctly bronglit out, in regard to 
the great fundamental Doctrines of the Ciospel. Tlicse views 
came out,—although they have not received that distinct conside¬ 
ration, or been subject to that explicit di.scu.ssion, which would have 
made the consideration of these points more precise. .Still all these 
view,s Lave Ijeen more or less before onr minds. They are, mon; or 
less explicitly, embo<lied in the Resolutions we liave adopted. If 
there be any ditficullies at all, it is hocaiwe we have not sj.ecified 
them individually, and assigned to each its due .-ind projier 
place. We found, when we met together, that we could agree, to 
a large extent, in reg-ird to great fundamental Principles of 
Christian Dtrctrinc. VVe found that wo rejoiced in them ; we 
thought it right to assert them ; and so, from the heginuing, one of 
the objects was, the manifestation of exi.stiiig Unity : for, though 
there was no precise form of Confession of that which wo hold, we 
have pointed, in our Articles, to the matter of fact, with regard to the 
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great fundamental Dnctrines of the Gospel. It was this that 
suggested the idea of the Basis. There was a difficulty about a 
proper Basis, a difficulty about the appearence of a Confession ; 
and it was left somewhat vague and indefinite. I think wisely. I 
do not attach so much importance as some Members of the Con¬ 
ference do to this Basis ; just because 1 have felt, that while there 
are differences amongst us, any testimony we can bear to Truth 
must be, to a large extent, defective. I felt that strongly ; and I 
was not so much concerned about the way in which it might be 
borne. But 1 submit, in opposition to Mr. Hinton’s view,—that 
the bearing testimony to Truth, so far as we were united, was one 
of the objects which, from the commencement of the Alliance, has 
been contemplated ; and which, most assuredly, ought not to be lost 
sight of. I venture further to say, that an Alliance, such as this, 
can do something in the way of bearing testimony to great and 
important Truths; and can do something towards commending 
them to the hearts and understandings of Christian men, without 
claiming infallibility, and witbout pretending to exercise anything 
like authority over the understandings and consciences of men. 
Now I have not felt so solicitous as some about the terms in 
which the Basis n as embodied. But I cannot consent to the idea, 
that we cannot bear testimony to the important 'fruths on ^^'hich we 
agree ; or that we should fail to consider, as oue object of the 
Alliance, in what way, without claijning infallibility, usurping 
authority, or trespassing on the consciences of men, we can do 
something for the attainment of that end. Originally, I should 
have been satisfied with the preliminary to the Articles, “ that the 
parties composing the Alliance shall be such persons only as 
hold and maintain what are usually understood to be Evangelical 
views.” I should have been, to a large extent, satisfied with that ; 
because I do not hold, that much more is gained upon that, by the 
express mention of those points to which we refer. I think there 
lies the substance of it. It is upon the ground of being believers 
in the Lord Jesus; and, further, in receiving what are usually termed 
Evangelical views ; it being one duty of such men, so combined, 
that they should, as one of their objects, bear testimony to 
those Evangeliciil Truths which they wish to present to the 
acceptance of the World. 

But, since it has been the mind of the Conference, that we 
should specify some of the points tvo hold in common,—that being 
the case,—I concur in the remark, that at present W'c are in this 
position. We are to have this preamble; and we are to specify some 
of those great leading points, with respect to which tve do hold 
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views that arc Evai!i;elicul. Tin's, then, is the question before ns; 
Whether the Ninth should he sjteeilied, as one, with regard to 
which we hold the Truth? I'jion that point, 1 have said, it is 
scarcely possible to iliscnss, withotit some reference to the dt'sijjn 
of the Basis. M e are in this position : we not only profess to hold 
views commonly calh'd KvaiiL'clical : hnt we have come to the 
conclusion, on the whole, that it is desirable that we should specify 
a wood inanv of the pi>ints on which we hold Kvangelical views. 
The qttestion is. shall one of these "real leadinw points—with 
respect to which we w ish it to he known over all the Wtirld that 
we awree—he. the I’esnrreetion of the Body, a future Judwement, 
Eternal Bewards, and the Eterna.l Bnnishment of the IV’icked ? I 
feel the want of a test, wherehy to jud.we of this. That is the 
reason we have tn'cn led to this lom; discussion. But I have felt, 
that the Ninth sliotild remain oiu* of those |>oints, with respect to 
which we wi~h to hrintr our testimony to hear on the Worhl;—and, 
with reward to which, we should hold the views commonlv 
recogni.sed as Evaiiwelical. I think the stronw conviction upon this 
jioint is. the necessity of another Article. It is trin>, it is not 
{renerallv thonwht much of in this fountrv. But we are hound to 
attach due weiiiht to the solemn, deliberate testimony of the 
American Brethnai. If there is to he anythin;.: of a statement 
rejrurdiiiiX Truth,—if it is to enter into onr eoiisidcration,—it is 
imjiortant tint it should ho triven out on that point. Then, with 
reoarrl to onr own Country, as far as the Theoloi’ical literature of 
the Countrv is concenied, we have searcely anytliini; of the denial 
of the doctrine of Etern d Bewards and Punishments, cxcejit from 
I'nitarians, and men .ivowedly Infidel. I do not speak of 
individual instances iti a Mectinw like this. \Ve inu.st judfte from 
what ajipears fully and palpably ; and I assert, withotit fear of 
contradiction, that. ;is far as concerns the Tlieolowicnl literature of 
Great Britain, the denial of Eteriud Howards and Pnni.sliments has 
been, with few exceptions, characteristic of a sect whom none of us 
re<rard a.s Evaiioelical. Therefore the addition of this Article to 
onr Basis, profes.sing the view.s commonly called Evangelical, is a 
following out of onr general assertion of Evangelical principles, by 
emhodving in onr list an Artich:, in regard to which the views of 
■stich !is differ from ns have been charticteristic only of an Uu>cvan> 
gelic.al or Anti-evangelical sect. 

If it he true, that there is some indication of what has not 
appeared in the literature itf Britain,—some iiidiciitiun of such 
doctrines being held by men, Evangelictil on other points; if that 
l>e the case, it seams to me, tlntt, unless we are to exclude from our 
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consideration altogetlior the element of doing anything for Evan¬ 
gelical Truth, that fact constitutes the strongest reason why we 
should let the tVorld know, that we helieve in the Scriptural 
doctrine of the Eternity of Future Rewards and Punishments, as a 
part of that great system of Truth, to which alone we can attach 
the name of Christian. If the case he as rciwesented,—and there 
is a mixture of Truth with heathen philosophy,—it is one of tlie 
great dangers to which rising Christianity is I'xposed ; it is a danger 
against which, if we have any regard for 'J'ruth, we are called to go 
forth with a warning voice ; and, therefore, to oi)pose the Amend¬ 
ment which proposes to leave out tlie Nintli Article. 

Rev. Dr. IMobison. —I have not risen to tell you on this 
occasion, that, if my views upon this question do not prevail, I will 
not continue to adhere to the Evangelical Alliance. AVhatever 
may he the form in which thi.s question shall he disjwsed of, still, 
with the views which I take of the subject bc'fore us, I feel, that 
the Alliance is mainly unimpeached in its excellency, and in the 
convictions of my mind. It is a question of comparison, I hold, 
between a less perfect, and a more perfect Basis of our proceedings. 
If we should return to the Basis which has been originally agreed 
upon in the previous sittings of the Committee, I shall feel, as an 
individu-.d, that wo had such an amount of Truth in this Basis as 
may sustain our proceedings,—while we go forward in the 
Christian world, to endeavour, by God's blessing, to draw around 
us va.st numbers of the people of God. But if I had tiow come 
into this a.ssembly, and for the first time had looked at the Basis as 
it originally stood, I think the question would have occurred to me, 
—professing no very high nteasure of intelligence on such points— 
How marvellous it is, that a Basis of Truth, coming from such an 
assembly as this, should not contain so much as one reference to 
the destinies of Futurity ! although it he the great characteristic of 
Christianity, that life and immortality are brought to light by the 
Gospel: and although it be the constant testimony, both of Christ 
and his Apostles, tluit the wicked shall l)e punished with everlastina 
destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
Ilis power? I do not, for a single instant, call in question any of 
those statements made by IMr. Binney, or IMr. Hinton, relative to 
the personal piety of some individuals who may be, as I think, 
fearfully at variance with Scripture upon the subject of Uie 
everlasting destinies of mankind. But this I will say, if you do 
not adopt a principle similar to that which alters the Articles of 
your Basis, you will not only iiicludo these godly men ; bnt vou 
will open your doors to the admission of every man, and any man, 
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wlio chooses to hold the doctrine of the Non-eternity of Punishments 
and Rewards. And I want to know, if you do open your doors so 
wide ns this, how you will conduct yourselves, if thousands in 
America should come for\\ard, and propose to subscribe every 
Article of your Creed? How will you act towaj-ds them? How 
will it be possible for you. under your existing Creed, I mean the 
Provisional Basis,—how will it be competent for you to exclude 
them from vour fellowship ? I know that what our friend, 
31r. Hinton, has said, looks very well. I uish to say nothing but 
what will produce kindly feeling, about the Experimental Basis. I 
do not think, that, clear as my friend’s mind is, he would be able 
to lay down an Experimental B.i'is wliicli would he satisfactory to 
himself. Nor do I think that he clearly keeps in view, what is 
meant by the love of the Bretliren. It must be love in Ihv Truth, 
and for the Truth’s sake. I fear that the .Vlliance will commit 
a ftlo (If if we do not retain the Article. For if the doctrine 
of Eternal Punishment, so plainly stated in .'scri[>ture, lie shut out 
of the pulpits of Great Brit.iin, farewell to the energy of 
Evangelical preaching. 

I could not have discharged my conscience with saying less than 
this. While I have said, that I will abide by this Alliance, if the 
proposition of Dr. Byrth is adopted, I hope you will not consider, 
whatever element has entered into the few remarks I have made, 
that there has been any sectarian element in it. I could receive 
the Alliance—unite with it cordially;—I could act with it from 
my heart, if we return to the original Basks ; but 1 do confess, that 
it will carry more fully the thorough-going conviction of my mind, 
if the Ninth Article be preserved in its integrity. 

The Rev. R. W. Kvi.e. —I have risen to .set our Brother from 
Oldham right, .as to one expression be made u.se of. I do so, because 
I know it will wound the feelings of many, if it be not set right. 
The expre.ssion was: that there was no Church that made the 
belief of eternity of pnnisliment a term of cominunion. In one 
of the three Creeds of the Church to which I belong there is this 
sentence : “ They that have done ginnl shall go into lift; everlasting ; 
and they that have done evil into everla.sting lire.” I trust the 
Alliance will agree with the creed of my ('hiirch. 

Rev. II. Gikui.e.sto.\i! .suggested an Amendment for the aakc 
of peace; but it was not seconded. 

Rev. J. AnoeA, Ja.sjks.—I will endeavour to compress what I have 
to say within as narrow compa.Hs as p*>s.Hible. We have arrived at a 
critical moment in the history of this Alliance, which I am happy 
to say is already formed; but it dejiends very much on the 
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decision to which wo come on the question before us, whether it 
shall continue.? and, if it continues, whether it shall flourish? I 
am relieved, however, in some measure, from solicitude, by the calm 
and tranquil manner in which the discussion has proceeded, since 
we have suppressed the expression of approbation or disappro¬ 
bation. Nothing that has yet occurred has tended to disturb the 
Meeting from a calm, cool, dispassionate consideration of the 
question; and I trust u'c .shall proceed to the decision in the same 
temper of mind. Though I am afraid it is too much to expect 
that we shall come to an unanimous vote, I wish it may be so. 
May God, of Ilis great mercy, so illuminate our minds and sanctify 
our hearts, that it may be so ! But if it does not, I trust the 
minority, on whichever side of the question it may be found, will 
not feel it a point of conscience to separate from the Alliance. 
Indeed, I do not anticipate, to any considerable extent, such a 
result. Now I will just bring into the discussion, if I may do it 
without impropriety, some of the transactions which have taken 
place in the Aggregate Provisional Committee, during its sittings in 
London. INIost of us came to the Metropolis, with an anxious hope 
(I did for one) that the original Basis would not be touched. 
thought that, if any infringement were made upon it, it would lead to 
an endless miiltiplication of particuLars. The original Basis had met 
the views of all the friends of the Alliance. It had, besides, carried a 
kind of sanctity in our view,—considering how cordially, on that 
Basis only, we had acted hitherto. With these views I listened to 
the discussion which took place on the first alteration, suggested by 
our friends from the North, clearly perceiving, as I thought at the 
time, that it was not possible to establish them in so close a 
connexion with the Alliance as we wished, without the small 
alteration they proposed. I felt that it was conceding a small 
point, in making the addition which was then made to the Basis. 
When we came to the discussion of the addition of the Ninth 
Article, an important and serious question was evidently before us; 
and those who were present at that fleeting will not easily forget 
the four anxious hours we spent in considering, whether this Ninth 
Article should be introduced or rejected ? At the commencement 
of the IVIeeting many of us,—I myself among them,—were stoutly 
opposed to the addition of the Nintli Article. W'e again perceived, 
that there was no possibility of conciliating the minds of a large 
section of the Alliance, without that introduction; and we acted 
on the idea, that it was important, not merely to conciliate friends 
without, who had not yet come in; but to conciliate and com¬ 
pact the friends within. After four hours’ discussion (I believe 
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those who were present will hear me out in the assertion), we came, 
certainly not to an nnaniinons tleeision to introduce that Article: 
but, if I am correct, in the A'rtrrejriite Committee there wore not 
more than four or tive hands held up against it. This shows the 
feeling produced in the Aggregate Committee hv the statements of 
those friends who were anxious for the introduction of tin* Article: 
and there appeared to l)e no likelihood of liaving a close connexion 
between our Transatlantic friends and ourselves, if that were 
rejected. One after another arose, and confessed that the weight 
of argument adduced was in favour of the .\rticle; and we yielded 
up our convictions to what tliey had stated. 1 think this has some 
bearing upon the (piestion, in showing what are the views of those 
who have already had the subject under consideration, Xot that 
I mean to say, that their views are to bind the present 
Assembly; I still say, 1 would ratlier, upon the whole, that the 
original Basis had not l)een touched: but since I see, that we 
hazard, not merely the keeping back of some wliti liave not come 
in, but the driving out of son>e who have already joined us, I feel 
disposed entirely to agree to the introduction of the Article. Xow, 
for one moment, I would say, I have been ast<iiiislu'(l, and actually 
startled, at some of the statements which have come before this 
Meeting: as, from tlu'se statements, it might be inferred, that an 
opinion prevails widely among onr Denominations, wliieh I do not 
believe exists. I do not, as far as my knowledge of onr own 
Denomination oxtenils (and of otiier kindreil Denominations who 
hold the same general principles) know, tliat there is any material 
defection in reference to this Article of onr Cliristian Faith. And 
I should be sorry for any individuals from Foreign lands, or from 
our own, to go from this .AFecting, under the impression, that 
heresy of this nature was gaining ground amongst us. Then, as to 
the oFjjectiori taken hy Mr. Hinton, with respect to its giving u,s a 
new denomination, — that of eternal tormentists ;—this has been 
applied already, in scorn ami ridicule, hy those who do imt agree 
with ns, I believe, therefore, there is nothing to fear upon that 
point. As the object of the Basis of the Alliance is, to com¬ 
prehend all we can within the circle of this holy hrotlierhood. I 
iMilieve, by the adoptitm of tlii.s Article you will most efTecttially 
;inswer that end. V'ou avill, I Fjelieve, secure the end of the 
Alliance more eflFectually, l)y the intrmluction of the Article than 
by its exclusion. At the same time, 1 would so fur concede to 
gome of the Brethren I have heard, that I woald not make a brdief 
in that fearful truth, in all its import, a test of real Christianity. 
I would not, for a single moment say, tliat a man could not be a 
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Christian (God forbid I should entertain such a thought!) who did 
not hold with me, in regard to the eternity of the punishment of 
the wicked. But it is rather a different question, whether, in 
drawing the circle of this Christian Alliance, the Article shall he 
rejected or omitted? Now I A\ould hope that we shall get through 
the discussion of the whole Basis to day ; for, if we give loose to 
our feelings, we shall never get to the end of the formation of our 
Alliance. But I helitu-e we shall conic to tlie conclusion with the 
same good, kind, brotherly feeling, with wliicli the whole has been 
thus far conducted ; and that tlie minority will graciously yield to 
the majority, and let nothing drive any man from the Alliance. 

The Chairman. I fall in very much with the sentiments of 
Mr. .Tames; hut it seems to me, that you might come to a conclusion 
after the next Speaker has spoken. 

The Rev. Dr. Warih.aw. —Leaving London, as I soon must, I 
feel I should have a burden on my conscience, if I did not say a 
little on this subject. I have never regarded the Basis as intended 
to draw the line with precision, within which all personal 
Christianity was to he considered as included. That tvoiild harr 
been assttmins: a Divine Prerogative. It is not for us to say—im¬ 
perfect creatures as we are—exactly where the line is to he drawn, 
within which every thing of the nature of real Christianity is to he 
considered as alone contained. I have been very much anticipated 
in the remarks which have been made ; and reference has been made 
to an Exjierimental Basis. It struck me very forcibly, when this 
subject was brought forward, that the first and elementary principle 
of (Christian character is faith. Faith relates to Truth. Therefore 
if you take an Experimental Basis, you must begin with the first 
clement of Christian character: you must begin with faith. How 
can you begin with faith, without beginning with those Truths to 
which faith refers } We must, therefore, have a basis of some kind, 
containing elementary Truths,—such as Evangelical Christians are 
agreed upon. M’ith regard to the Ninth Article, I confess I was 
one of those who were disposed to be satisfied with the Basis when 
it originally came forward; and for this reason: I thought it 
suHiciently distinct ; and, therefore, that it would sufficiently answer 
the purpose designed. But when Dr. Cox from America alluded to 
the fact, that, in such a Basis, no reference whatever had been made 
to a Future State, 1 felt surprise and sorrow ; and I could not account 
for the fact of such .au omission, except upon the ground, that we 
had all considered that point assumed. Yet it did appear a singular 
thing, that, in the Basis of Christian Truth, there should be no re¬ 
ference whatever to Futurity, I, therefore, am decidedly of opinion. 
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that tho Ninth Artiilo should ho rolaiiiod. It is a doctrine 1 have never 
been able to view as capable of beiiij’ dispo.sc<l of by verbal criticism, 
—as if it were iiulefiniicly stated. It is one of the most fearful 
truths of the Bible. It presents the most awful views of the 
Divine Governnicnt we can take. I mii.-^t own l)efore thi.s a,sseinbly, 
it is a Truth which, of all otliers, has occasioned the most [)owerful 
emotions in my own mind. I have studied the subject,—and alas! 
with tears and anguish, when 1 have thought of w hat is implied in 
eternal punishment. I have tremhled, and w.is almost afraid of think¬ 
ing upon it. But then it has ever recurred to my niiiul (and 1 hoi)e I 
have not been actuated and influenced, in this emotion, by “ the fear 
that hath torment")—with regard to my own per.'onal jiosition ; I 
hope in the Son of fiod : and oiu* coii'-uleratioii which especially 
binds my soul to Him is this—that Me h.is delivered me from ever¬ 
lasting misery. .Again, whenever I have thought on the subject, the 
question would come back to my mind—Am I to claim for myself 
oreater Itenevolence than (Jod r And this has led me to the Bible: 

c5 ' 

and there I have found tb.at aw ful Truth.—written so clearly, and in 
such a varietv of ways, and -o tinivcrsally pervading it,—that I could 
not resist the conviction w ithout giving up my jirineiples. I have 
therefore yielded my conviction to God ; and rested in the hope, 
that He will give mo strength of principle to uctiniesce. w ith holy joy, 
in what is to glorify Him for ever; and that the (ireat Day will be, 
in this, as in every other respect, the day of the revelation of the 
righteous judgement of fiod. I hold this as a most important 
Article of Truth, fearful as I have bdt it. But there is one ground 
that ba.s Iteen allniled to, and which 1 b-el efjuallv; th.il our 
American Brethren were not with us at Liverj.'ool when our Basi.s 
wa.<i formed ; and il is the only .Vrticle they have proposed to intro¬ 
duce. It dttes appear to me, that, if we are of one mind in regard 
to it,—from this very circumstance, that the Foreign Brethren, when 
they have come amongst us, have felt a diliicnlty, and jiroposcd thU 
as the only additional Article they were anxiouH to introduce,—we 
ought, on this account, not to e.xclude it. If it goes forth, that the 
Article has been brought Imfore us,—and in terms of such strong and 
convincing elixjucnce,—and we were now to throw' it out, what 
would be the concln.sion come to,—I hiiIi in our own country and in 
America.^ Though I was satisfieil with the Ba.si..> ns at first projmsed, 
I am glad that this Article has Iieeii introduced. It gives impres.s- 
iveness to that Basi.s; and it would have been a defect if it had not 
been added. I hope it will remain in the place it now occupies. 
Having said thi.s, 1 sit dow ii, in the hope that it will not he rejected. 

£It is inijKissiblc to describe the solemnity of .spirit with whicli 
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this venerable servant of Clirist spoke upon this subject; or the 
deep impression which it appeared to make upon the whole of the 
Meeting.] 

The llev. Dr. Bekoiieu said, that, if this Article had not 
been introduced and discussed, he could have endured the omission, 
though with regret, for peace’ sake: but, since it had been 
introduced, it could not now be rejected, without implying, as the 
public mind would feel, a depreciation of the Doctrine. lie 
admitted that a disbeliever in eternal punishment was within the 
po.ssibility of God's grace: but the adrnini.stration of Ilis sove¬ 
reignty clearly showed, that the instances were few and far between. 
He pointed out, moreover, the importance of the doctrine in 
preaching to the unconverted. “ Knowing the terror of the Lord, 
■we persuade men.” 'SVliat do God's enemies care about sin,—or 
the commission of sin—when separated from the sanctions of God's 
government r The disbelief of the doctrine takes away the whole 
power, by which the Holy Sjjirit restrains, awakens, convicts, and 
converts men. lie argued, that it should not be the object of this 
Conference to come together on the lowest possible point of doctrine 
on which men might be saved : but to include so much of the 
Evangelical system, that it shall st.and up strong in the power of 
the Holy Ghost: and it could not do so if this doctrine were 
omitted. In the face of the M'orld it would be sanctioning the 
doctrine of the non-eternity of punishment. It would give ground 
for saying that punishment is not eternal. One or two words more. 
The tendency of the human heart, respecting doctrine, is down- 
■ward; therefore it is necessary to keep the standard high. The 
removal of this doctrine, depend upon it, would open the gates of 
death; the tide that would come in could not be stemmed. He 
was sustained herein by fact.—The doctrine of Uuiversalism began 
to be preached by Winchester and IMurray; it had gone on to the 
total denial of all punishment, and of all moral accountability on 
the part of man: in the whole neighbourhood where it once pre¬ 
vailed, there were not now half a dozen Churches who held the 
doctrine as originally preached.—It had died out. 

It had been said by some, that eteniilt/ was a word so incom. 
prehensible, that nobody could understand it: th.at children especially 
could not comprehend it. He, however, undertook to say, there is 
no word in language which meets the open mind of a child sooner 
than eternity; it impre.sses it with a moral power which nothing 
can obliterate. What is Eternal Punishment ? It is suffering 
that will have no end; that will never, never, never cud. God 
never made a child four years of age, that could not understand 
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what it was; — a iluratuiu that shoiiUl ni'ver iMiil : suftVrin;' that 
should never end. 

Rev. Dr. IJi'AtrjiONT niovod that tlie further discussion of 
the question be adjourned to the eveuiiii; sittiiio. 

Rev. John Puustok seconded the Adjournment. 

1 he Chairman. —Dr. Byrth heino out of the room, I do not 
see how tve can divide on the question. 

Rev. Dr. S. II. Cox.—We are u deliberative As.semhly. I 
am not goiiyn to make a sjieech: but I am going to intreat our 
Brethren, that they will give no occasion to any man to retire from 
the Conference and say, he could not be heard in reply. I am, 
therefore, for the Adjournment. 

The question of Adjournment was then |)ut and carried. 

The Rev. Dr. F. A. Cox then engaged in prayer, and the 
Meeting adjourned till live o’clock in the evening. 


KVKNIXd .SESSION. 

James .S. Blackwood, Esip LL.D. moved, and 

R. Walteh.s, E.sq. seconded— 

“That the Rev. Ve. RiMisa; irresiJe o\tr the l)eviition.al Rxcrihses.” 

Carried. 

Rev. Dr. BcNTiNt;, on taking the Chair, .said, llonouriai and 
lieloved Fathers and Brethren, in consequence of your ajypointment 
1 take this Chair. I take it, not merely in deference to your ajipoiut- 
ment; but in con.scquence of the absence, by you especially to be 
lamented, of the honoured individual who was expected to have 
presided over the Devotional Exercises this evening, Dr. Henry 
Grey of Edinburgh. Therebire, at a moment’s warning, 1 bavi' 
assented to your nomination. I have also a eoiiuni.ssion to execute. 
It has been the o])inioii of the Business Coniinitlee. that it miglit 
contribute to our comfort, refreshment, and edification, if insteml 
of two {mrsons engaging in prayer, there were three ;—with the 
understanding, tliat the three, if iM,s.sible, should not <tcctij>y more 
time tlnin h.os iisii.ally Iweii allotted to the two. I do not feel that 
it is in my jjower to make fhos<> preliminary remarks whieh are 
usiially made; but I wisli this Meeting to be con-sideretl lui one of 
a jieculiarly .solemn character. The subject that we have before 
us is .so awful, and the decision of the rjiiestiun may Ire atteiulinl 
with fiuch important results, one way or the other, that I think 
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we should take this opportunity of askinj; tlie special direction 
of Alniifflity (lod. 

Tlic Meeting then sung the h'irst Hymn of Ur. Watts’s First 
Book. 

Rev. E. N. Kirk engaged in Prayer, 

The 616th Hymn, Wesley’s Hymns, was then sung; and 
Rev. R. H. Hersciiem, engaged in Prayer. After which the 
151st Hymn in Bickerstctli’s Christian Psalmody was sung; and 
Rev. James Pringle engaged in Prayer. 

Sir Culling Eardley Smith then look the Chair. He said, 

I am requested by tlie Business Committee to submit to the 
Meeting the propriety of the discussion on tlie subject now before 
us being brought to a termination this Evening. 

The Rev. Ur. Beau.mont argued decidedly in favour of the 
retention of the Ninth Article. lie thought that a great element 
of moral and spiritual power would be wanting, if it were omitted ; 
that the vast body of those with whom he was connected 
would be in favour of it; and that to reject it would throw a shade 
of doubt upon the doctrine. As it had been brought forward, 
it could not be wise or safe for this .Assembly to let it go. 

Rev. Ur. Patton. — Sir Culling, I feed that this subject is one 
that can only be approached with feelings of the deepest awe. It 
is a subject so deep and awful in its own nature, that, if we get 
the impression of it upon our own minds. I think we shall come 
to it rather with weeping, than with any other feeling. M'hat 
is so inconceivably affecting to the human mind as a deathless 
soul suffering the wrath of God without end ? It was a thought 
that entered the heart of the Son of God, and brought Him down, 
and nailed Him to the cross, after Ilis agony in the garden. It was 
a thought that thrilled through the hearts of the Apostles, whom 
He appointed to go forth and make known His M'ill;—so that 
the Apostle P.iul went forth weeping, when he remembered 
these terrible things. I feel, Sir Culling, as though the settle¬ 
ment of this question was one of very great moment; and I wish 
to disabuse the minds, perhaps of some in this Conference, of the 
idea, that this is an American question. Sir C'ulling, it is not an 
American question : it is a question that belongs to every one who 
loves the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, wherever God may have 
cast his earthly lot. It is a question that affects every individual 
of this Conference,—and millions more that are not here present. 
It is true, that this question first struck the attention of Brethren 
across the water, at a IMeeting held in New York, on the subject 
of Union—growing, somewhat at least, out of your warm appeal to 
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meet you on this occasion. The Eight Articles were read ; and, to 
the surprise of many, it was tliero found, as it has been stated, 
that there was no recognition of Futurity, jio recognition of any¬ 
thing beyond the grave. Your Articles, in so far as they were 
distinctly stated, left us, without an}' throwing forth of tlie light of 
Christianity upon this subject; for ■Christianity pceuliarly claims^ 
it, as its province, to throw this light. A Resolution was then 
passed, (not at all in the way of complaint) that these Articles 
should be adopted at that -Meeting as the Basis,—with the under¬ 
standing, that they included, or ^vould he made to include, some 
expression on the subject of Future Rewards and Puni.shments. 
That paper has been placed in the hands of your Secretary ; and, in 
an early part of the deliberations, has received the jilace that was 
designed it—not to come before this Meeting, but merely to be 
placed among your documents. 

Xow there was very great jealousy on the part of the Brethren 
that came from the t>ther side of the Atlantic; and a great uinvill- 
ingness to disturb one single item of the Articles. The discussion 
was introduced first into the London Committee. After that, it 
came before the Aggregate Committee. Some of us, from across 
the water, were very unwilling that the Basis should bo disturbed, 
if we could get along without it. But it has come before that 
Committee ; and it ha-s there l)een discussed. It has also 
come before this great Meeting: here it is under discussion ; and 
what will be the result; That which was so ably .stated this 
morning: if it is now rejected, it places us in a position whieli is 
exceedingly fearful. It places the broad seal of this great Con¬ 
federation upon this view, that this doctrine, though revealed in 
the Wr.'-f] of Ctod, and believed by every one in the (smfercnce, is 
yet a doctrine not to be confessed before the sun ! This is a fear¬ 
ful po.sition for us individually to take. And the effect—as it 
shall go back to America,—as it shall come in among your commu¬ 
nities in England,—^will be very uidiappy indeed. The difficulty 
1 feel in this matter, is not, that this question, or any other ques¬ 
tion legitimately belonging to this body, should be discu.s.sed//c/e; 
for results may be come to, with entire liarmony of feeling, if not 
with harmony of votes. I believe that this question can be di.s- 
cus.sed; and that, when we come to the vote, though there may be 
Brethren who feel con.strained to vote against the introduction of 
thc^ Ninth Article, yet these Brethren will acquiesce in the deci¬ 
sion: not one of them will leave the Confederation. I cannot but 
think that the remarks made by Mr. Hinton this morning, were 
made in ha.ste,—when he said, that if you introduce the Article, 
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he must leave the Cujit'ederatioii. I know it must have been made 
in the warmth of argument; for if he is indeed compelled to do 
tliat, I sliall be constrained to hope that three of our Brethren will 
go and sit before him seven days and seven nights, and not speak a 
M'ord, in their deep sympathy for his solitary jiosition. He will 
not take this ground; he cannot take it ; he has too much love for 
this body to take it. There is a sacred and heavenly influence, 
that stands not in one place, hnt is like a wall of fire around us; 
so that there is not a man of us that can get out. Its coruscations 
wave outward against the enemies of the Jiord Jesus Christ, but 
not inward against ourselves. 

Now, from America we have come to you, precisely in obedience 
to what you have told us to do. You have informed ns of the 
objects you contemplate; for you .speak of your objects on the sixth 
page; and the second object to which you are to direct your attention 
is,—“ the state of Infidelity, and the form which it assumes in the 
j)rcsent day." The generic form of Infidelity in the I’^nited .States 
is Universalism. It is //lat form under which all tlie enemies of 
God and Jesus Christ arc gathering themselves together as a 
mighty ho.st, and preparing for the great battle against spiritual 
Keligion. Our eyes behold it; u e are compelled to meet it. 
Unitarianism ranks under that generic form of error; and Inti, 
delity cannot now come out boldly, and avow itself, as denying the 
Scriptures, and denying tbe Atonement, and denying all the fun¬ 
damental doctrines of Heligion. But it comes crawling tinder tbe 
shape of a pretended love for the glory of the Kedeomer—in that 
He died for every one, that that Atonement is applied to every man, 
and that, therefore, there is no Hell. That is the form in which it 
presents itself. They tell us, that God is a Uiiiveisal Father; and 
would any man put his own child in the fire, and burn him up for 
ever? These arc their appeals: and these gentlemen will have no 
difliculty in coming to an Alliance, supposing wo should form one 
in America, without this Article. We shall Z/iei/ be coinjtolled to do 
one of two tilings: either to admit this class of individuals— 
if they will take these other Articles (and .some of them un¬ 
doubtedly will; for we kyow that, where the sons of God are met 
together, there are others that-want to get in.) There has been a 
trial to get in ; hut, through the vigilance of your Committee, they 
Iiave not been able to get in. But, if that Article had not been 
proposed, there would have been no difliculty in getting in. I say, 
we shall have cither to admit them, or to form a new Alliance 
suitable to the United States of America. Blr. Chairman, tliat 
Would be an exceedingly unhappy thing. We are now laying the 

I 
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Basis of n Society for the M'orhl: on ;, when you met at Liver- 
jwol, vou were not so coiiver>aiil with huts in :i!l the M orhl, as you 
expected to be wlieii thi^ oatlieriiiy eaim? foyelher, mid Hrethreii 
told you how the facts were in their own country, lint now you 
are able to form a llasis, which shall embrace the Clinrch of Christ 
all over the World. We tell you our exijroncies. Sup])ose we form 
an Alliance, and put this .Vrticle in ; and you have it not? We 
are brought immediately into collision with the Parent .Society ! 
We set an example that will be exceedingly perilous: for if we in 
America may add one Article, somebodv, else itt Canada may add 
another, and somebody somewhere else, another ; and, by and by, 
when the next ^Meeting assembles, you will find individuals 
gathered together, not on one platform, but on many; and you 
will have a great work to do, to harmonize the various tnemliers that 
shall come togiUher, 

It will not be lone; belore you will have this form of Infidelitv 
here, in an organized shape, in Kuglaml. 'I'lie intercourse between 
America and Kngland is not all one way. I know that tlie stream 
runs from the British dominions to America; but there are return 
boats, and there are persons th.it conu' buck in return. There are 
troublesome spirits, that love to roam abroad in the Karth ; ami 
there are correspondences, and there will he organizations, in this 
country ; and you will find, hy and liy, that you will be under the 
necessity of introducing siu-h an Article /or ij,mr uu n defence in 
the British dominions, if yoii do not find it necessarv wmr. 

I trust, then, we shall come to a very united and harmonious 
vote on this suhjeet. and that the intlueiiee of that vote will he felt 
all over the World. And if w e can do so ; and if this Basis can he 
gotthrongli (as 1 h..ve m. doubt it can), and we come to lliat ummi. 


moils vote on the subject, —I think the ... it will he most 

happy, in uniting all hearts in Christian lands, in inscribing the 
praise and glory to our common Lortl and Bedeemer. 

Rev. D. Mc.lii-E thought it highly dcsir.able to retain the 
Xinth Article; and argued this from its conne.vion with those 
which preceded. 

Rev D. T. K. I)nu.M.MOND felt himself called upon to come 
forward, m consequence of .some statements which had fallen from 
i Ir. Binney, which were ciilciilated to leave an imjiressioii with 
reference to members of the Church of England, by no means 
consistent with the facts that bad come under hi.s own observa¬ 
tion, through his whole life and Ministry. He had also oon- 
lerred with as many friends, of Ids oivn Church, as he could, and 
their testimony fully concurred with his owm. They knew no 
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instance of a pious man in tlicir Cliiirch, \viio did not liold the 
doctrine of the eternity of piinislinienf. I"’i r liiniself, Ik; felt that 
individual Christianity was mixed up witli that essential doctrinal 
Truth : and he believed he was warranted in statiiej this to be the 
conscientious conviction of that important liody in Scotland, with 
which he was connected 

Hereupon Rev. T. Binnky rose to explain; and very frankly 
acknowledged, that what he had said was calculated to leave a 
different impression from that which be himself intended to 
convey. 

Rev. D. T. K. DnuMMOxn cordially accepted the explanation 
given. 

Rev. J. IIai.daxe Stewart. —I shall only detain you a few 
minutes ; but, not having had an opjiortunity of being present 
W'hen the subject was discussed in the Aggregate Committee, and 
feeling it to be one of vital importance, I claim your indulgence 
for a short time. I should have been satisfied with the Eight 
Articles that tvere brought forward in the earlier Meetings of the 
Conference: but, the Ninth Article having been brought before us 
by our friends, I feel that we are under obligation to them ; and I 
feel it upon these accounts. In the first pi.ice, the N’iiitli .\rticle 
docs especial honour to our I.ord and Saviour .lesus Christ. All 
truth and error may he tried by this shnple test. If you submit 
any doctrine that is Immght forward to liiis test, you will find, that 
Trtith exalts Him tvhoni we all desire to exalt ; and that, on the 
other hand, error tends to degrade our blessed Saviour. N'ow let 
us try the doctrine before us : let tis come to the pit w Inch Imrneth 
for ever and ever ; and let us see our bles.sed Saviour, and let us 
hear Him saying, “ Deliver him from going down to the pit ; 1 have 
found a ransom.” Who does not. hereupon, feel more and more 
of love to the Saviour kindled in his heart ? As the fiames of hell 
are rising np, he feels, would liave Iteen mv jHirtion, but for 

Him, who now is exalted at tbe right band of (iod, li.iving a Name 
given Him which is above everv name. I am now eontining 
myself to tbe last point ; but I say, witli respect to the whole of the 
five points included in that Article, tliey all tend to the exaltation 
of our Lord. In the next place, I heartily a]iprove of this Article, 
from its being so Scriptural; by which I mean to say,it is in accord¬ 
ance with the Canon of Scripture. The last discourse which our 
Saviour delivered was one, in which He sets forth the eternal happi¬ 
ness of tbe righteous, and the eternal punishment of tbe wicked. 
The last chapters of the Bible do the same. When we would re¬ 
fresh our souls, wo come to that city which is net made with hands, 

I 2 
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where the glory of God shall lighten it, and the Lamb is the light 
thereof. But in these chapters wc find, that the smoke of the tor¬ 
ment of the lost ascends nj) for ever and ever. W hen, therefore, 
we make this the last Article, I conceive that we are just keeping 
to the Canon of Scripture—that we are following out the A\'ord of 
God. 1 would say, again, that I approve most highly of this 
Article, as one that may be exceedingly useful to us in attempting 
to fulfil that which we all desire ; namely to bring those who are 
deluded by the Church of Home out of her communion. You will 
bear in mind this, .Sir, that,—previously to the most awful sentence 
which is contained in the Bible, namely, when Babylon is fallen, 
and the smoke of her torsnent is a.scending up for over and ever, 
and it is said. Hallelujah ; and again they say. Hallelujah,—the 
mighty angel comes down from heaven, illuminating the earth, and 
he cries with a loud voice, “ Crime out of her, my people, that ye 
be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her 
jilagues.’’ I am persuaded that, if the Lord, by His grace, accoin. 
paniestliis Doctrine,it will he instrumental iii accomplishing tliisend. 
And oh, how delightful it uill he, to he instrumental in bringing 
ou! some of those who are now in bondage to the Church of Home, 
and setting those jirisoiiers free ! I wotild also say, that the last 
reason for which I would support it is, because I con.sider it 
peculiarly appropriate to this Alliance. There is a passage in the 
fourteenth chapter of the Kevelatioiis, and the twelfth verse, that I 
hope will be the description of every member of this Alliance, It is 
there said, “ Here is the patience of the saints ; here are tliey that 
keep the commandments of God, and the faith of .lesus." If you 
refer to that chapter, you will see that it stands just like our last 
Article; that is to say, it has Heaven on one side, it has Hell on the 
other. And here is the patience of the saints. .So that, when you 
look on one side, you .see our blessed Saviour saying, '• Well done, 
good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord,” 
Then, when their hearts would he led to tremble, and to fall back 
from His service, Hi.s own Word reminds them, “ Fear not them 
which kill the Iwdy ; but I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear : 
fear Him wliich, after He hath killed, hath power to cast into hell.” 
1 must, therefore, say, that 1 am very thankful that this should be 
added to our Articles. .So far as the observations that have been 
made by Mr. Hinton and Mr. Binney go,— I tliiiik that one 
of tKe arguments they brought forward, (and they will excuse my 
saying so) is one that 1 cannot but regard as replete with danger. 
We do not take our creeds from any man. We take them from 
the Word of Ood We hope that we are all good and pious men, 
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and we proceed together so far as tlie Trutli goes; but we do not 
mean to copy any man’s errors. If there he any good man that is 
in so great an error, as to doubt wlielher (iod will eternally punish 
the wicked, we are not to be guided by that man’s error. ^V’e are 
to pray for him, to pity him ; and we arc to entreat that the Lord 
will bring him to the knotvledge of the 'I'nith. Therefore, without 
troubling the itfeeting any further, I beg to express my hope, that 
the Holy Spirit of God will come over this Assembly in a very 
special manner. I recollect an instance of two gentlemen coming 
together at a meeting, each of whom had, previously, a strong 
personal desire to have his own wish granted. It happened 
that there was prayer made for a Jfissionary, who was going forth 
on his Mission. The subject on which the parties had met was of 
a very delicate nature, and there was great fear how it would ter¬ 
minate. The Brother wdio had come to Town e.xpressly for the 
selfish purpose of having his own w ish gratified, said, “ After 
that prayer, I shall withdraw all my objections.” Now it would be 
very well if tlie Lord, in His tender mercy, were to bring us into 
such a state of mind. I believe there is not one of us who does 
not verily believe every point contained in the Ninth Article; 
therefore, ivhy should ue not give to the World the benefit of our 
belief.^ M’e are all one in Christ; we all hope to meet at the 
right hand of our Saviour ; and we will all, whilst we arc on earth, 
earnestly jtray, that that fearful place, to which reference has been 
made, may not be filled. I was once accused of being too charitable, 
when ofl'ering up this prayer—that, when the walls of Babylon fall, 
they might fall empty. So I would wi.sh, that as few as possible 
go to that dreadful jilace, that our Gospel may extend to the 
ends of the earth, and that we may all meet in glory, for the 
Lord’s sake! 

Hon. and Rev. Baptist W. Noki..—I am anxious to make a 
few remarks, to draw attention to one or two principles not 
sufficiently adverted to. In the first place, I think the discussion 
may tend to make us all feel, that when any sentiments, however 
opposite to the views we entertain, are introduced by Brethren—we 
may feel sure that they introduce them with an earnest desire to 
discover truth, and to promote the welfare of the Alliance. And, 
if we fully believe that, we may pi-oceod to the discussion with the 
greatest cheerfulness. We must feel, also, that these discussions, 
though perhaps too much prolonged, have their value : inasmuch 
os they enlighten the minds of many present on the true ground of 
Union, and will make the Union more complete at last. It has 
been said, that this Alliance has not the right of examining tbal 
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doctrinal Basis •winch has hoen presented to it, because many have 
been invited to tlie ('ont'eienee on ilie Jt‘'oond of the doctrinal 
Basis, ar.d tliev were invited to fonn the Alliance in accordance 
with that Basis. But no Airgregate Committee, or jtreviotis 
Provisional Comtnittee. eoiild bind tlie Alliance to adopt all its 
conclusions, or not to add to them at its i>leasn-e. It is clearly, 
therefore, within our jtrovinet- to discuss tliis or any other 
question. 

It has been said, in the coursi' of this discussion, that we are 
not to testify Truth to the World. On that point, nothins; could 
add to the statement of J)r. Cuni niitham ; anil it winild be the 
clearest dereliction of ditty no: to place t/icsc among the rr'.iths we 
are bound to testify. But it has been said, that it i.s im| .'lani 
to confine oiiiselvis to i vxt’iitiiU Tnillix. Does not onr Brother 
see the ditllenlly of ascertaining what is, in the minds of our 
Brethren, and ivh.it is not, fsscnliui Truth ? We sli'Uild have 
interminable i.isciissioiis. It is nut on nil important 'J'ru'hs that we 
agree; but we are met to torm an Alliance , n great Iv aiigelical 
Principles. And this we slionld never lose sight of—that e 
should adopt that Basis which is calculated, fir t, to seen-' the 
association of the greatest number ; and, secondly to make 
the Brethren most cordial and complete in their rMion. We 
cannot profess to introduce into our I'nion all whom we belii've 
to be Christians: for there are many Hdinan Catltolics wh'. mav 
be Christian persons; but we no not ]n ifess to admit tliem, 
because that is not the object of tir" .Vlli inee. W e do not profess 
to introduce all ; but In in: rod tier IIk.w irhn cun act corrlictllij 
Icgrlher in l/tix nrent cjjorl for (. nion. Our -ibject is, that Christ's 
people, in many lands, should be cordially agreed to promote Union 
in the universal Cluircb of Cilirist. 

Now, that being the true state of the case, tve mn.st bitterly 
regret, that we should lose the presence and aid of any dear Brother. 

1 should regret it to my inmost soul, if we should lose that Brother 
who seconded the Amendment. I trust he will see, on consideration, 
that it is conifiatible with hi.-t principles and feeling.s to remain 
amongst us. But tliere are other Cliristian Brethren, wlio.su Joss I 
.should deplore still more. Our Foreign Brethren are anxi<>.is on 
this sniiject. Are wo not assured, that there are spiritually 
minded men, men with spirits kindred to onr own,—the most pious 
inert of Wirtemherg, who have fallen into tliese noxious errors—ns 
I conceive them to be.' W^e most deeply deplore, that we shut them 
out of tliis .Alliaiiee : but we have this consolation : we shall hold up 
a testitnony for the Truth io them, which may be of the greatest 
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service—which may lead them to reconsider, as Biblical critics and 
ns followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, that solemn doctrine which 
is now before us. 

lint, if the question is to be settled on this consideration mainly— 
How we arc to unite the greatest iiiuuber of Brethren that can act 
together .r it must be apparent that we shall lose more than we gain, 
if wo reject the Article. We are told, that the form which 
Inlidelity assumes in the I'uited Slates, is the form of Universalisni. 
Our Brethren tell us, that they cannot act on the Eight Articles; 
that they could not exclude numbers that would seek introduction, 
on that groumt ; and', what is >till more important for u.s to bear in 
mind, e should not only'open the door to unchristian men, but num. 
hers of good men on that Continent would b(‘ unable to act witli the 
Alliance, ’ realise they would conceive it latitiidiiiarian. Ou"ht we 
to slitil mu llicse ir/w hnUl Truth, in f avour of Ihoxc ivhn hold error 9 
If not, then let me beg the serious attention of the Alliance to that 
consid-'-atiou which is jiaraniouut all others, and which makes it 
i. lisj usable t. 've should admit this Article. Our Brethren 
from America fee', that they must introduce this Article on the 
other side of the At' tic ; and the jirinciple is thus introduced, 
that one Bru.ich shouU’ .dniit a new Article as the Basis of 
association ; and Dr Pail u has adverted to the danger that will 
eus’ic, •’■•"ii giving a similar right to all the other Branches of the 
Alliance .. otner lands. Tiie couseouciice is, that we must be led 
into discussions most ..erious, most fital,—whether any Branch has 
such a right f —'vhether, if it exorcises such a right, it is not severed 
from the Alliance.''—whether we can go on as an Alliance—one 
introducing one .'V tide, and auotlter another, till no Union is 
shown }—so that we give an argument to our enemies, who say that 
we cannot unite. 

This, I think, clearly shows the necessity of admitting the 
Article, as our American Brethren have proposed; and that, in 
this view, it is not an American question. 1 humbly conceive, that 
Christian prudence requires us to admit the Article : and if, as one 
of our Brethren has ventured to intimate, u’c should be called by a 
new, and that which sounds to his ear, an unmusical name,—if we 
should be called eternal tormentists —a name which we do not talfe, 
but which is given by the mockery' of the World,—would not that 
name be a sermon to the World } Wotild it not tell them, that we are 
eternal tormentists who have been rescued by the blood of Christ, 
and who long to see them rescued also ? Oh ! that in the spirit in 
which it is revealed in God’s Word, this Truth, might echo round the 
World, that those who are exposed to torment, because they have not 
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felt the magnitude of their sins, might come with us to that 
peace-speaking blood, which is aide to change eternal torment to 
endless glory ! and tlms ho one with us in that spiritual Church 
over which Christ presides, and whose home is heaven! 

The CiiAiR.uAN. —It appears to mo that %ve may come to a 
division. There are two points to 1)0 settletl. One is. Whether 
I should hear the jMovor of the .4mendment in reply? I have 
ascertained the practice elsewliere; and I believe, that the Clover 
of an Amendment ought not to be heard in reply. The other is 
this, and I wi.sh your opinion upon it. I have an Amendment sent 
in, which goes to alter the .Article ; and I think it incomj)etent to 
take that Amendment now: hut, at the same time, it is oidy 
justice to the proposer, that he should have an opportunity, if he 
wishes it, to put it to the test of your opinion. If, after the 
preseiit question is .settled, yon proceed seriatim through the .Articles, 
that person, when the ninth .Article comes up. will have the 
opportunity of moving the alteration. If the .Article is rejected, 
he may have the opportunity of proposing his altered Article as a 
new one. I should like to know, whether, after disposing of this 
Amendment, you will proceed to take the Articles seriatim. 

(Cries of “ A'es.”) 

It was then agreed, that, when the .Amendment tva.s disposed of, 
the Articles should he taken up seriatim. 

Rev. W. Brv.vn.—O ne word as to Order. We have not vet 
passed any one of the .Articles. Dr. Uyrth’s Alotion was, in the 
first instance, that the old Basis should remain in a given form. It 
was afterwards altered to a Alotion, that the ninth Article l>e 
omitted ; and thus we have been thrown out of our course. We 
are now to go to the consirleration of the Basis a/> initio. The 
Members of the Conference will .see, that the harmony with which 
the discussion should be carried on. and the economizing of time, 
constitute a siitficient reason for taking uj) Article after Article : 
and then the .Amendments will come in due course. 

After some further remarks from the Chair, and from Mr. Bevan 
on the point of Order, 

Rev. J. II. IIi.vTox rose.—I am entitled to one word of 
explanation. I st.ited in my sjtcech. that I should not feel it my 
duty to belong to the Alliance should this Article be carried. The 
interpretation has been kindly ])ut on the words, that they were 
uttered in the warmth of speaking. Let me only say, that at 
present I am not prepared to make any such declaration. I have 
only to say, that the arguments adduced have not convinced me. 
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The Amendment was then put to the Meeting, and negatived by 
an immense majority. 

Rev. T. Binnky.—W e nnderstiuid, tliat the Ninth Article now 
stands on the same ground as the otliers ? and that the phraseology 
now comes under review ? 

Rev. W. Bevan.—T he Original ^lotion is now before us ; and 
the question is,—How will this Conference most conveniently, as 
to time and technicalities, take tip and dispose of that Motion ? 
It is suggested, that we may most eftectually attain our object, by 
taking up the Clauses seriatim. I apprehend, that that has the 
approval of the Meeting. 

Rev. Dr. Steane then read the following preamble. 

“ I. GENEHAE PniN'riPI.ES. 

“ With a view, however, of fumisliiiig the most satisfactory explanation, and 
guarding against mis-conception, in regard to their design, and the means of its 
attainment, they deem it expedient explicitly to state as follows:— 

I. That the parties composing the Alliance shall be such persons only as hold 
and maintain what are usually understood to be Evangelical views, in regard 
to the matters of Doctrine understated, namely — 

Rev. E. S. Pryce. —It has often, since the proceedings of the 
Evangelical Alliance have been before the public, been observed to 
me, by religious friends, that there is no provision in the .Articles 
for the maintenance of Christian character. It does not appear 
in yonr statement, that the fruits of righteousness are expected 
from the persons belonging to it. I conceive this to lie an 
important omission. The New Testament lavs esjrecial stress upon 
character, as enabling us to know who those are with whom we are 
to unite. Persons who do not bring forth the fruits of righteous¬ 
ness are not to be esteemed Christian Brethren. I know there is 
a difficulty in applying this test; but I do conceive it ought to 
stand oil record, tliat fruits of righteousness are expected of those 
who belong to this Alliance; yet no such statement appears in our 
documents. The Resolution I propose is this ; That, in tlie fuurth 
line, after the words “ such persons only as,” the words following 
be inserted—“ manifest by fruits of righteousness tlieir union with 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and,” &c.—introducing that clause ns a jwr- 
tion of the preamble. I conceive the introduction of that clause is 
extremely important. The preamble will then run thus,— 

* That the pnrlio* composing tlio Alliance shall be such jicrsons only as manifest 
by fruits of riglitconsnoss their union to the Lord .Icsns Christ, and hold and 
maintain what arc usually iindorstoml to ho Kvangclical views,” and so on. 

Rev. AV. Paterson seconded the .Amendment. 
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Some conversation onsned, in the course of which the Rev. R. 
W. Kyle pointed out the i;re,it ditliculty of practically carrying out 
the principles of this Aniendiiiciit. It would involve the appoint¬ 
ment of a sort of Clmrch Court to investigate private character, 
and to pronounce upon it. Tliis delicate (piestion had already 
undergone much discussion. 

The Amendment was accordingly negatived ; and the Preamble, 
as originally proposed, was adopted. The First Article,— 

“ The Divine Inspiration, Authority, tnul .''utlieiency of the Holy Scriptures,”— 

was then read, and unanimously adopted. 

Rev. ])r. Stease read the Second Article. 

“ The Unity of the (loohcail, ami the Trinity of Persons therein." 

After a suggestion from Rev. ])r. Reed, which he did not press, 
this Article also was unaniinouslv adopted. 

Rev. Dr. Steane read the Tliird Article. 

“The utter Dciravity of Hum.m Nature, in conscfjuence of the I'nll." 

Rev. T. Binsky moved that the word "utter” be expunged. 
Rev. J. Preston seconded it. 

Rev. Dr. F. A. Cox opposed the Amendment. lie did not 
think it would express the idea intended. Human nature might 
be depraved in various degrees: but what we are to assert is, its 
" utter depravity." 

Some convers.ition ensued, in which Rev. Dr, Bunting, Rev. 
Dr. Reed, Rev. Dr. Alder, Rev. W. .M. Bunting, and Rev. Dr. 
Ilohy took part. 

After which the .Amendment was put and negatived. 

The Article as proposed wa.s adopted. 

Rev. Dr. .Steane read the Fourth Article. 

"The Incarnation of the Son of (omI, His work of Atonement for sinners of 
mankinil, and His Mediatorial Intcrcc.ssion and ReiKn.” 

On this Article Mr. Binney ha.s given notice of an Amendment 
in the following words ; to substitute for the Article, as it stands,— 

“The Incarnation of the Son of Hod, His work of Atonement, His Intercession, 
and .Mediatorial Dominion.” 

Rev. T. Binney brielly explained his views in pro|M>»ing the 
Amendment, which was seconded hv Rev. Dr. Ilohy. 

Much discussion followed, in which Rev. Dr. Wnrdlaw, Rev, 
Dr. Beaumont, Rev. Dr. Bunting, Rev. R. W. Kyle, Rev. Dr. F. 
A. Cox, and others, took part. 

The OiiAin.MAN then said,—Mr. Binney’s first Amendment is, 
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that instead of “ the Incarnation of the Son of God, and His work 
of Atonement for sinners of inaakiiid,” it stand, “ the iTicarnation 
of the .Son of God, His work <tf Atonement.” I sliall piit the first 
alteration. 

The Amendment was negatived. 

The CiiAin.vAN.— Now I put the latter part, which now stands, 
“ His Mediatorial Intercession and lleign.” The word “ dominion ” 
is now substituted for “ reign and the order of the words is 
changed. 

This Amendment also was put and negatived. 

Rev. W. M. Bunting moved the following Amendment: 

“ That for the wonls, ‘ His work of Atonement for sinners of mankind, and His 
Mediatorial Intercession and Heisn,’ tlie words following he fubstiluted : ‘ His 
Atonement fir sinners of mnid<ind, His l erfeet vicarious llightcousncss, .and 
His Mediatorial Intercession and Iteign.’” 

The expression, ” His ttw/.- of Atonement ” seemed, he thought, 
intended to convey a view of the lloctrine in which he, and many 
others, could not concur. While, on the other hand, he wished that 
the justifying Bighteousness of Christ should be distinctly recognised. 

This was seconded by the Bev. A. D. Campbell, and an in- 
terestinsr conversation ensued, which served to manifest more of 
agreement between Brethren, on some points on which they might 
have been expected to differ, than could have been anticipated. 

After a few remarks from Rev. Dr. Beaumont, in opposition to 
the Amendment, 

Rev. Dr. Waudi.aw said,—.Aly principal reason for iweferring 
the words, “ His irork of Atonement” to the simple word 
‘'Atonement” was, that I thought there was no comprehensive 
reference, in the latter expression, to the words of our Lord Himself: 
“ I have finished the work which Thou gavest IMe to do.” The 
work of Atonement wa.s finished upon the Cross. What Mr, 
Bunting has referred to, I presume, was this, with regard to the 
Atonement of Christ. I conceive, it did not consist merely in Ilis 
death and blood-shedding on the Cross, hut in the whole of the 
sufferings of Ilis humanity: and I rested that sentiment on the 
ground, that Jesus Christ, being without .spot or blemish in regard 
to His own character, could suffer nothing whatever on His own 
account; and all the griefs He felt, all the woes Ho Lore, from 
the time He w.as horn at Bethlehem, till He expired on Ciilvury, 
were on man's account. AVheu it is said, in the 2 ik 1 chapter of 
Philippians, “ Who, being in the form of God, thought it not 
robbery to be eipial with God : hut made Himself of no reputation, 
and took tipon Him the form of a servant, and was made in tlie 
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likeness of men: and beitij; foniid in fashion as a man, He humbled 
Himself, and hccanio obedient unto death, even the death tif the 
cross. Wherefore God also hi'sfhlv exalted Him f —the ti'hi’irfore, or 
that on account of which, God Jiatli exalted flint, is tJie tvhidc of His 
preceding humiliation. And thiit. on account of wliich (Jod hath 
exalted Him, is that, on account of whiclt God justifies and 
accepts us. 

Rev. Dr. .Alukr.—I entirely agree in the sentiments expres.sed 
by Dr. Wardlaw. 'W’e ought to make some 'allowance for the 
variety of our theological phraseology ; and, in forming our Articles, 
we ought not to dwell much on verbal alterations. We should all 
agree in singing: 


‘‘ifcsas. Thy blood and ri^titcousncsa 
My beauty are, my slori ius dress : 

^Midst daaiiiig worlds, in these array'd. 

With joy shall 1 lift up my la atl.” 

Rev, Dr. Bcnting —I perfectly and entirely—without the 
smallest hesitation-or fear for the great Body with which I am 
connected—accord in the sentiments so heautifnllv expressed hv 
Dr. Wardlaw. 

Rev, W. 31. BrsTi.VG.—I heg to witlidraw my Amendment. 

Rev. Dr. Stk.ank. —The next Amendment is proposed hv the 
Rev. P. Da Trobe, and is in the following words ;— 


“ That after the words, ‘ the Incarnation,' there shall he inserted, ‘ and Death of the 
.Son of Uotl.' ” 

Ilev. P. La Trokk thought that, as onr .'Saviour was horn in order 

that He might die, and considering the importance of this fact,_ 

for the Death of Christ is assuredly a fact as well as Ilis Incarnation, 
—we should hear testimony t.i it. H<' was sure that all present 
were ready to say, in the well-known words of Dr. Watts : — 

'* Forhid it. Lord, that I should hoast. 

Save in the Death of Chri.-'t, my (iod ; 

All the vain things that i hariii mu most, 

T sacrifice them to His h'ood." 

Rev. IT. .Sneyd sccondeil the AMiendment. 

•The Amendment was ]int and negatived. 

Rev. Dr. Steank. —The next Amendment is:— 

•* That after the word • Intercession,' the words ‘ His bltase.! Coming’ be iniortcd,” 
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This was proposed by Rev. A. D, Ca!npl)ell, ini l seconded by 
Rev. P’. J, Brown. 

After some remarks from lion, and Rev. B. IV. A’i'e), Rer. 
Professor Emory, Rev. Dan. AlcAfee, and Rev. E. Bickersteth 
the Aniendnient was witlidrawn. 

The Fourth Article was then put and carried. 

Rev. Dr. Stkane read the Fifth Article,— 

“ The J ustificiitioii of the sinner by Faith alone.” 

I have, said he, an Amendment:— 

” The Justificiition of the sinner l>y Faitli alone in the Lord our Righteousness.” 

Rev. Dr. S.-uVTfi, —Believino that the doctrine of faith in 
Christ, as the Lord our Righteousness, is the ar/iculus staiilis vcl 
cadentis Ecc/tsiw, to which J)r. Cox referred,—^liunibly submitted 
that the proposition, as it stood in the Article, was exceedingly 
vague. AVe all know that there is a large class of persons, who 
hold, that faith is the meritorious condition of acceptance—that, 
instead of obedience to the law of God, as the condition on which 
man is now accepted, faith has been substituted. AVith reference to 
that error, spread in all countries, he ventured respectfully to 
submit, in Scriptural language, this alteration. 

Rev. AV. M. Bcntino cordially seconded the Ameudmeiit. 

After some remarks from Rev. Dr. Byrth, Rev. M. Richey, and 
others. 

Dr. Bunting observed,—For myself individually, I should have 
tio objection to the phrase. 'I'he older I get, the more I use such 
phrases, the more my heart suggests them in my best moods, and 
when reading my Bible most carefully. But tie have not all 
advanced to agreement in theological phraseology; and on this, as 
on some other points, 1 am afraid there are those who will object,— 
seeing something in it which I do not,—imagining something to be 
meant by it, which I do not imagine to be meant by it. AA'e have 
all agreed in the Article as it stands. AVe have all been satisfied 
with “ the Justification of the sinner by Faith alone.” I am afraid, 
if the Article goes out with this alteration, we shall set some of our 
friends to disputation,—I think doubtful and unprofitable. And I 
hope that, as a matter of expediency, it will be kindly withdrawn. 

Rev. Dr. Smyth, as the phraseology did not meet the views 
of a large Body, expressed his readiness to withdraw it, if any 
Other phrase could be used. 

Rev. AV. M. Bunting could not consent to withdraw the phrase. 
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unless some reforonce to Jesus Christ personally, as the Object of 
Faith, tvero substituted. He had uo t)bjeetion to “ Faith in Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” 

THr. W. CKifirreN.—^^’hat evil is tb.ere in the cnninnm phrase- 
oliKTv, Faitli in the righleousiiess of our laird JiNiis Christ? The 
pp’onnd of Jiistifieatioii should be maintained in the Article. 

Dr. ^\^ .SvMlxtiTOV.—I regretted very much when our respected 
Brother took up the words, “ 'I'he Lord our Hii;hteousness,” beeau.se 
I perfectlv accord with the sentiinent of those individuals who, in 
conatructiiio: any formula of this kind, conceive that Scripture 
lanpuaae is not the projier lanouaoe to be employed. I was ex. 
ceedingly happy to hear, that more than one oeuth'man, who objects 
to the phraseolooy employed by Dr. .Smyth, had no objection to the 
expression, l{il:hteousnes^ of Christ, or somethinir eipiivalent to 
that ; and I .should like exceedini;ly, as a point of theolooy in an 
Assembly of Reverend Divine- such as this, that we nally should 
be theohioically correet. I fell very olad that Mr. Runtino 
withdrew his .\meudment on the prm ious Aiticle ; but there is au 
opiiortunity of introducino the idea, at which I suppo-ed him tu 
point, in the Article now under di-eussiou. W hat is .1 listiftcalion ? 
It is the puttinc of a sinner rioht with regard to the Law of God 
—right in the sigh! of (Jod, with reference to Ilis Law. \'ery 
well A sinner is under a twofohl obligation to that I.aw. He is 
under a natural obligation, as a moral creature, before he has 
sinned at all. He is under a penui idiligation, in eonsoijuence of 
having sinned. He is under a laaral obligation, n.i .i { iruliirr, to 
the jtrci t pfs of the Law . 11 ■ is under a pmat obligation, as a 

f'llh’n i rcatiirv, to th.e p'-nalh) of the I.aw. Well, then, what our 
bles.sed Taild did—what Ilis perfect Righteousness includes, must 
be something that can ])nt us right with regard to Imlli. I most 
perfectly concur with the senliinents expressed so beautifully by 
Dr. Wardlaw, and so readily accorded to by this .Meeting, that the 
Atonement of our Lord includes the wlnde of Hi.s sufferings from 
His hirlh to Ilis death : hut His .\tonement is, as it appears to 
me, calculated to set the .sinner right in the sigiit of Gixl, onlv with 
regard to the penal ohligation ; and there still remains the natural 
ohligati'.n of a moral creatnre to the Law of fjod ; in rmim of 
which there comes tlie actual olicdience that our Lord gave 
tinto the Law ; for our Lord not merely suffered the penalty, but 
obeyed the precepts. He hccainc “ ohedient unto death.” There 
was obedience in what onr F.ord did ; and I ani not anxious to dis- 
tingui.sb between the things He suffered, and those in which ho 
obeyed, I think He obeyed when Hu suffered, and He wa* often 
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suffering when He obeyed. Hut, theoli .^ically, we m et include in 
the Righteousness of the Lord Jesus Clirist the obedience that Ife 
gave. Now yon have only AU)iicit:'’iil, and not Oh-dhncc. You 
have not a perfect Rigliteousnei-s ; and, while 1 deprecate discussion, 

1 should like exceedingly, if it were readily acquiesced in, that we 
should adopt, “ Faith alone in the Righteousness of the I,ord Jesus 
Christ,” or “ in the Righteousness of Christ alone.” 

Rev. C. Cook, of Lausanne. — I believe I represent a class 
here, to whom Dr. Bunting made allusion, that are not so far 
advanced as himself, with respect to the employment of the expres¬ 
sion in (jucstion. I doubt not that Brethren will be willing to 
bear Avith our infirmity, if it bo one. I do not think the expresssion, 
“Justification by faith in the Lord our Rigbleou.sness,” is Scrip¬ 
tural. I believe the Scrijitural expression is, “Justification by 
faith in Ilis blood.” I should have no objection to the expression 
proposed by iMr. Bunting. It is the collocation in which it 
is proposed to be placed, that I seriously object to. I tbink it will 
be greatly misunderstood. I would not have introduced a theolo¬ 
gical discussion; but it has been introduced already by the statement 
that tivo things are neces.sary for our Justification. 

Rev. Dr. Ccnningiiam,—W e are not considering the true rvay 
of explaining the doctrine of Justification. In the preamble to 
these Articles, we pledge our.-elves to this, and this alone : “ The' 
Alliance is to consist of those who hold and maintain what are 
commonly called Bvaugelical views on certain points.” Vi’e do not 
expre.ss them in detail. The.se are mentioned, not as pnipositions^ 
not as dogmata, but .simply as the points upon which the mainten¬ 
ance of Evangelical views is made th.e term of membership in this 
Alliance. I have a decided ojnnion, in concurrence with the views 
of Dr. Smyth, as to what is the true Evan-'clical view of this' 
doctrine of .Tustification by Faith alone ; t,".t I ])resunie the Alliance 
is of one mind upon this point,—that, while we hold Justific.ation 
by Faith alone, as a term of membevshi]), we do not feel called 
upon to state dogmatically what it is. It is on that ground that 
I attach less importance to this expression. And I do not hold 
it to be in order, that Ave should enter into Theological discus¬ 
sions. 

The Chairman. —The question is, that to “the Justification of 
the sinner-by Faith alone,” there be added the folloAving words, 
“ in the Lord our Righteousness." 

Rev. Dr. Cunningiia.ai.—W' ill our friends compel us to go to 
a vote ? 

Rev. Dr. Smyth. —It is withdraivn. i 
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Rev. W. M. Bunting. —I move, that to the Justification of 
the sinner by Faith alone,” there he added, “in Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” I must ])ress that there be some indication of the Object 
of Justifying Faith. 

The Amendment was put and negatived. 

Rev. Dr. Stkaxk.— I have one more Amendment sent in, 
namely, to add the words, “ bringing forth good fruits.” 

Rev. E. S. PnvcE moved the .Amendment; but, there being no 
Seconder, it fell to the ground. 

The CiiAiR.MAN then put the Article, and it was unanimously 
adopted. 

Rev. Dr. Steane read the Si.xth .Article,— 

“The work of the Holy Spirit in't!ie Conversion and Sanctiricutiun of the 
SJinor.*’ 

A M EMBER mf)ved an adjournment. 

A JIembeu.—I have remained that when I went home I iidoht 
say, the Basis is established. 1 hop.e you u ill go on. 

The question of adjournment was then sidnnitted to the Meeting 
and lo.st ; after which the Sixth .Article was submitted and 
adopted. 

Rev. Dr. Ste.ane read the Seventh Article,— 

“The right and duty of Private Jiitlgi.ii!cnt in the inter|>ret;ition of Ho)y Scrijv- 
turc.” 

Rev. W. .M. lluMiNG.—One of our Foreign friends told nie, 
that “ individual judgement ” was the oidy phrase which could be 
used in Ger nan. 

Rev. Dr. AIorison and Rev. M'. Bevan concurred in ob.serviiig, 
that our German friends must find out a word that will answer to 
the idea. We need not reject a word that has hecoinc consecrated 
among us. 

A Member submitted, that we use the phrase “The Holy .Scrip- 
tares," in.stead of “ Holy .‘'’cripture.” 

Another Me-mbeu seconded it. 

Rev. Dr, Beaumont. —That will make it the duty of every 
person to examine in private all the Holy Scriptures. 

Rev. A, Bei.!..—.S o it is. 

•The Amendment was carried. 

The Chairman then submitted the Article us thus altered, and 
it was adopted unanimously. 

Rer. Dr. Buntino. —I believe the same alteration lias been 
introduced into tbe First Article. 
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Hev. Dr. Hobv proposed an Adjoiirimicnt. 

After ft little conversation, the Ciiair.man again put the 
question of Adjournment, which was negatived. 

Rev. Dr. Steane read the Eighth Article,— 

“ The Divine institution of the Christian Ministry, and the authority and per¬ 
petuity of the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.” 

I have notices of two Amendments; the first by the Rev. Mr- 
Hinton, to the effect that the Article “ be altogether omitted.” 

The CuAinMAN _I shall take the other Amendment first. 

Rev. Dr. Steane. —The second is by Dr. Beaumont, that the 
words, “ the perpetual and universal obligation of the Moral Law,” 
take precedence of those words which now constitute the Article. 

Rev. Dr. Beaumont felt most powerfully the want of some 
expression in the Basis, of the importance of moral excellency. 
He felt this still more, now that the Ninth Article was added, which 
affirms a Judgement to come. He need not insist on the awful 
majesty of that Law, or its tremendous sanctions, nor on the 
great number of tho.se who set it aside practically. Attempts are 
made to teach mankind the wisdom and power of God in the 
works of Creation; there should be equal efforts to teach them 
the Moral Character of God, as the Legislator of the World which 
His wisdom and power have created. All Christians should be 
taught in this Basis, which teaches so many truths, that there is a 
binding obligation on us all to obey the Moral Law ; and unless 
the Amendment, or something equivalent to it, should pass, the 
Basis would lie defective. While promulgating Evangelical Doc¬ 
trines, the perpetual and universal obligation of the Moral Law 
should also be maintained. 

Rev. W. Anderson. —I second the Amendment. 

Rev. E. W. Caulfieed also supported it; he heartily desired 
that this point should be included,—but with a most careful reserv¬ 
ation, that our righteousness does not justify, but Christ alone. 

J. P. Pr.ujiPTRE, Esq. IM.l*.—I am sure we recognise holiness 
of life in the spirit of the Sixth Article. 

The Amendment was then put and negatived. 

Rev. Dr. Steane. The next Amendment is, “ that the Eighth 
Article be omitted.” 

Rev. J. H. Hinton did not mean to go at any length into the 
subject; but could not content himself with being silent. When 
this Article was proposed at Liverpool, he had objected to it; and 
his ol^ection had continued and increased ever since. Although, 
after what had passed, he had little expectation of carrying the 

K 



130 


F,V \X G F.LICA I. A T.T.I A N f F. 


Amendment, yet he felt it ri<{lit to propose the omission of the 
Article, in order to clear his own mind and conscience, and to give 
an opportunity for a show of hands on the part of those who 
objected to it. He couhl not he content, that it should he 
reported as having passed unanimously, or iiemiuf contradiceiilr. 

Rev. Dr. Rkkd. — I rise to second the proposition: hut we 
cannot expect, at such an exhausted sitting, that we should have 
fair attention. I have attended these two days, not knowing when 
this question would come on ; and I am much concerned, that it is 
now before us at this late hour. I had taken my hat, under the 
conviction that it would not come on; and .some of our friends have 
left, thinking that it could not. 1 should, therefore, be nnreasrniahle 
in trespassing on your attention in such circumstances : yet I ftH'l 
it quite vital to myself. I have heard gentlemen rise and say, that 
they should be, under given circumstances, constrained to withdraw 
from the Alliance ; and they have subsequently said, that they were 
hasty and rash. I should not Ik? either liasty or rash in the decla¬ 
ration. It would cost me imnten.se anguish ; yet I must say, that, 
if this Resolution is carried, I must necessarily feel myself excluded. 
I believe I may say, without any great profession, that the cau.se of 
Christian Union is dear to my heart; and, if I should .separate, it 
would be until pain that is unutterable; yet I havi; such convictions 
as to this Article, that I could not go with you, were the ^Vlliance 
to say it must be retained. We were unanimous at Liverpts)!: but 
I submit, that we were unanimous at Liverpool, on this iiue.stion. 
only by courtesy, and only with the understanding, that we had the 
opportunity, and perfect liberty, when we should come to a 
Meeting like this, to consider it fully. Thi.s was the only way to 
promote that love to which we are all sf» devoted, and for the sake 
of which I concurred, at the first Meeting at LiverjKxd, in the 
acceptance of this particular Article. 1 am not now going to maKe 
a s]>eech, as I should have tlone, had the question come on at a 
suitable hour; but I hope that, since it is vital to myself, I shall 
be allowed to say a few worths. I think we have been moving some¬ 
what in a wrong direction, U'e have htmrd a great deal about 
completing our Cretal. W'e did not dream of stich completion at 
Liverpool; and we ought not, I think, t«» dream of it now. We 
never proposed to submit a perfect model of faith to the public 
attention : we assented, from tlnr first, only to what we considered 
needful Articles,—by which we exprt'ssed an opinion as to the 
meaning of the phrase Evangelical. The Articles proposwl this 
evening, and dis{K>sed of, were certainly not comprehended at first 
in what we coii.sidcred Evangelical principles. I entirely conrtir in 
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all those principles. I entirely concur in Ihix statement; but I do 
not concur in the propriety of adopting it as a portion of our Basis. 
We should feel, that we are all carrying with us the spirit of prayer 
and of earnest enquiry. I felt that I was co-operating with yoiir- 
.selves in the spirit of prayer, when one of the Brethren in worship 
prayed, that we might only include in the Basis such things as are 
needful, and not introduce too much. 1 entirely concur in that 
prayer ; and, for that reason, I object to the Eighth Article—as it 
is too much to advance, it asks more than is necessary ; it asks more 
from me than the Bible Society ;—more than any Missionary Society 
asks for ;—more than the Episcopal Missionary Society would ask 
of me. I am a member of it, and have been so for many years ; 
but this was never asked of me as a term of fellowship. It asks more 
of individuals that join this Body, than is asked of individuals who 
join our Churches. I have rejoiced to receive individuals into 
fellowship, who differ from me on the question of Baptism,—on the 
question of the Sacraments. I should be ashamed to remain a 
Minister and a Pastor, if I were not prepared to receive any man, 
who, I believe, had received Chri.st. I maintain, therefore, that it 
asks too much ; that it asks what is unnecessary ; that it asks, in 
this connexion, what is inconsistent with our profession. The banner 
we unfurl is the banner of Union; but, if we record on that 
banner the Eighth Article, it will lie a lianner of division,—it will 
divide Christians. I could refer you to one community already, 
from which we meet with full sympathy as to the Alliance, hut who 
arc excluded by the Eiglith Article. I do pray you to re-consider it, 
and to come to the conclusion to omit it. If you adopt it, you will 
expose yourselves to great hazard, and exclude Christians, admirable, 
excellent as yourselves, under the name of Union. I could not 
unite in a Society that will exclude my Brother-Christian ; and, if 
he is put out, I must he put out with him. I sympathize wit’? 
those without, as well as with those within. While I have sympathy, 
with those within, I have an awakened sympathy with those who 
are not with us ; but who would be glad to be with ns. if our 
Basis were as comprehensive, and yet as Evangelical, as it ivas 
designed to lie in our first movement. I, therefore, for these 
reasons, submit the subject to the Meeting. It is possible, that 
many may not have hatked at it in this light,—that it will .separate 
Christian from Christian, under the profession of uniting all. 1 was 
concerned to hear this morning,—much delighted as I was on the 
whole,—that it was never intended to include all Christians. I 
ivas grieved and afflicted by that statement. I did not believe, that 
that was the settled notion of any individual who met at Livcrpind. 
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Surely a statement of that sort is open to sonic correction ; it could 
never be, that we have met on the profession of uniting Christians, 
and that we should still so shape our terms as to exclude Christians 
of some description. We must believe, that many persons will feel 
themselves excluded, if this stands, who yet are Christians, 
believing all Divine Truth which we hold to be essential, and who 
illustrate it in their life and conversation. 1 should be reluctant to 
adopt an arrangement, which will positively shut them out. No 
man can tell, how reluctant I should be to leave my connexion with 
the Alliance. If you should be so happily disposed as to forego 
pressing this Resolution, in all the rest of the arrangements 1 
should concur. Remember, if it be a small matter to you, that an 
individual should retire, professing himself a Christian and a 
Minister, it is a great matter to me : but jirinciple I hold to be a 
greater matter. AVhile I leave you with inexpressible regret, and 
should be glad to be one of you, still, if there be Christian men in 
adversity, I hold it to be a greater matter, to choose the jiart of the 
man who is suffering by exclusion. 

Rev. Dr. Beaumont thought the matter of so much importance, 
that it was desirable to have a fuller attendance ; he therefore felt 
it his duty to move the Adjournment. 

Rev. T. Binney. I must support that Motion. 

The question of Adjournment was then put and carried. 

Rev. Dr. Redfobo engaged in prayer, and the Conference ad¬ 
journed to 10 o’clock on Saturday Morning. 
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FOURTH DAY—Aui^ust 22W, 1846. 
MORNING SESSION. 


Rev. G. Osborn moved, and Rev. Ur. S. H. Cox seconded, 

“ That llcv. Dr. Byrth preside over the Devotional Exercises.” 

Carried. 

Rev. Dr. Byrtii. —Under any circumstances, I should have 
deemed it unbecoming to occupy your attention by any lengthened 
remarks of my own. Under the present peculiar circumstances, it 
would be more than unbecoming to do so,—called suddenly and 
unexpectedly as I am to the Chair. I therefore hope, that I shall 
best consult every proper feeling, both my own and yours, by 
immediately proceeding to the performance of those important 
functions that have devolved upon me. We will therefore address 
ourselves to the worship of Almighty God. 

The Brethren then sang part of the lOGth Psiilm, New Version. 

The Chairman read Psalm Ixxxv. 

Rev. Dr. Stkank read the following letter from Rev. James 
Hamilton. 


lAege, August 10, 1846. 

Mr DEAR Friend, 

Is this the day when the Evangelical Alliance meet ? Since having 
been here, 1 have been under the impression tliat it is this day; and 1 am now 
thinking, what a multitude of the Saviour's disciples are assembled with one 
accord in one place, and uniting in pmyer and supplication. I once hoped, that 
this would be about the time of my resuming my labours in London, and that it 
would be my privilege to take at least a silent part in tho proceedings of this great 
occasion. But, even if I were in England, I know that I would not be allowed to 
run such risk of excitement. Most of my Aiends are aware of the cause of 
my absence; but, in case any of the London Committee should not know (all the 
rather that they promoted me to be one of their Honorary Secretaries), would 
you be so kind, my dear Sir, ns to mention, that I am still abroad in feeble health ? 
Tho absence of any one who ought to be present, at such a time, is calculated, if 
unexplained, to weaken the heart of some one or other. So far from my own 
heart fainting in the cause, 1 feel it one of the greatest blessings of my life to have 
been in any measure connected with it. Dangerous sickness has not made me 
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repent it; languor aiul tlepression have not niaile me weary of it; null, moving 
from place to place, and in very various saiietunries, I liavc tried to carry with me 
its spirit. With much love to the Brethren, and much gratitude for all the 
enjoyment exjterienced in their society, 

I remain, 

Uev, and dear Lirotlier, 

Yours att'ectionatcly, 

James Hamilton, 

Rev, Thomas De \'eue Come vs eii<i;iiged in iirayer. 

The Hymn, Bickersteth’s (Christian Psalmixly, was tlicii 

sung, and the Ciiaiiiman read Isaiah xxxv. 

Rev. PiiARCEi.i.us Ciifiicii engaged in prayer. 

Sir Cl’i.lixg J^ardlev Smith tlien timk the Chair. 

Rev. W. W. Ewbank. — I Img to ask, why the Church of 
England is omitted in the papers that have been ]irinted, with 
reference to the sermons to be preaclied to-morrow? If it hits been 
from prudential motives, I am satisfied ; all 1 can say is, tliat we are 
not ashamed ourselves. 

Rev. A. S. Thelwall.—I t has been done contrary to my 
intention. I made out the List, the night before last, as accurately 
as I could, and sent it to the printer. How it has come to pass, 
that it never appeared in the printed papers, I do not uniier.stand. 

The Chairman believed that Mr. Chalmers, who had the 
[trincijiiil management of the matter, was actuated by a desire not 
to do anything tbiit couhl comjiromise any one. 

Rev. W. Bevan thought it desirable, that Mr. (’bnlmers 
should state his reasons liitiisclf, rather tliaii that they should he 
given at second hand. 

Rev. Dr. Byutti.-—I think, before such an omission had been 
made. Ministers of the Church of England should have been 
consulted. I am engaged to preach myself; and I feel it a serious 
omission. Are you ashamed of me, that you would not put down my 
name ? (Cries of “ Xo! ”) or do you think me such a coward as not 
to be ready to incur the danger ? 

Rev. Dr. Bunting. —I beg that this question may Ite postponed 
till Mr. Chalmers comes in. I happen to know the reason. 

. Rev. \V. Bevan read the Minutes—on which some conversation 
arose, and some slight corrections were intide. 

Rev. . 1 . Hanson. — In the case of the withdrawal of an 
Amendnieut, should it stereotyped in this way ? Wlien the 
proposer and seconder agree to withdraw it, I think it should he 
omitted. 
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On this j»<)int some conversation arose, in wliieh Rev. VV. Bevan, 
Rev. K. JJickerstetli, Hon. and Rev. B. \V. Noel, and Rev. W. 
..Vnderson to<tk part. 

The CiiAiRitiAN said, If the Clliair may be permitted to express 
an opinion, I should say, the Minute does good. It confirins your 
ultimate conclusion. It shows the necessity you feel for adopting 
the Original Resolution. 

The Minutes were then confirmed. 

The Chairman. —A notice is given me, 

“That tlio Nomination Committee resiicctfully request the Ctiairman to impress 
ujion those Memhers who may he leaving the Conference, that their tickets 
are not transferable to other imlividuals." 

Rev. W. W. Ewbank. — Mr. Chalmers having entered the 
r<»oni, I beg to say, that papers have been circulated, containing a 
list of those who are to preach to morrow. Upon reading it, I 
find that all the names of tlie Ministers of the Church of England 
have been omitted; and 1 take the liberty to ask, whether any 
explanation can be given, satisfactory to the Members of that 
Church ? 

Rev. W. CiiAi.MERS.—The list was in the jiroof; but one of the 
Secretaries considered that it w.as doubtful, whether some obstacle 
might not be thrown in the way of the arrangement. M'e recon¬ 
sidered the case, however, hist night; and the names will appeiir in 
the list to day. 

Rev. Gkorok Osborn moved, and 
Rev. Dr. Ai.dkr sconded, 

“ That Rev. .James Carlisle, IJ.l) , and llov. Thomas Waugh, be added to the Ibt 
of Chairmen to preside over the Devotional Kxercisc's.” 

Carried. 

Rev. E. liu'.KKRSTBTii rose. 

Rev. Dr. Beaomont.—D r. Reed, who spoke on the Motion last 
night, spoke at considerable disadvtintage, owing to the lateness of 
the evening; and I think it highly important, that he should go on 
with his address. I conceive that, by moving an Adjournment, I 
am in possession of tbe Meeting : but I will give up my right of 
speaking at present, in favour of Dr. Reed. 

The Chairman was willing to hear the opinion of the Meeting; 
but reminded Dr. Beaumont, that the right of speaking, like the 
tickets, was not transferable. 

Rev. J. II. Hinton. —May I moke a petition? It will bt* 
recollected that, under the circumstances last night. I did not enter 
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on the case. If I may be consideretl as not having spoken in the 
course of the discussion, I shall be sutistied. 

The Chairman. —I think that is only a fair request. 

Rev, Dr. Bkau.mont gave way to Mr. Bickerstetb, with the 
understanding that he should have another up[Kn tunity of speaking. 

Rev. E. Bickerstkth. —How sweet is brotherly love, arid the 
mutual giving way of one U> the other ! I regret deeply, that I am 
obliged to leave almost immediately, and therefore seemed to jmt 
myself forward in mentioning that circumstance to Sir Culling. 
Glory, glory, be to our God, that lie has brought us so far 
forward in our blessed work ! * Glory, glory, be to our God ! For 
there are seven grand Truths already acknowledged by this Meeting! 
And when I consider, that at least nine hundred Brethren have 
thus met together from day to day, I think we need not bo sur¬ 
prised, if there has been some delay in coming to a conclusion, amd 
if we have not got so far aas avc anticipated. I think it is so much 
the better ; because we shall all be the more fully grounded in those 
things, on which we have ctame to a conclusion. 1 feel that our 
obligations are very great to many silent Jleinbers, who could have 
spoken on this occasion. They have been, I doubt not, jiraying for 
us to our .Savn’our, while they have been silent in the assembly ; and 
God has given them that for which they prayed. One thought has 
struck my mind—the largeness of love, in the midst of opposite- 
views. I kitou there is the lai^ene.ss of love in niy dear Brothers 
Hinton, and Reetl, and Binney, and Byrth, and others ^vho op{)ose 
views I have taken. It is because of the largeness of their love, 
that they have op|X)sed certain propo.sal.s, which seemed counter to 
the feelings of love that glowed in their hearts. But I feel also, 
that it is the .same largeness of love, in another aspect, that 
makes us stand so firmly for those things which we feel to be 
important. \'.’e want to give a .strung Icstimoin/ to the World for 
those great Truths, in whidi we have so cordially united. Xow, 
with regard to my dear Brother Hinton, 1 must say, my heart ha.s 
hardly liccn drawn out to any one, iti the course of all the pro¬ 
ceedings, more than to him. His tenaciousness of his opinions, 
the tenderness of his con.science, his frankiie-ss, the spirit of love in- 
which he has met us, tind the way in which, from time to time, he 
has followed that precept, “ .Submit yourselves to one another in the 
fear of God,” have eminently cheered and refreshed my own spirit. 
And if, now and (hen, he Ims given ns a friendly smiting, it has been 
•as precious balm that dm-s not break our heads. With regard to the 
great principles which have l)een brought forward, 1 feel that the 
position before the whole Church will !»<• peculiarly firm andstiong. 
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if we can present to it the whole Basis that has been brought before 
us. No doubt, it will bring the greater and intenser conflict. We 
cannot confess weighty, deep, solemn Scriptural Truths, without, 
at the same time, meeting all the malice and wrath of the devil, the 
world, and the flesh. We expect the conflict—may the Lord Himself 
prepare all our hearts to stand firm for those great principles, which 
we agree to confess in the face of the World ! But, though such a 
full confession will bring a conflict, it will bring strength for the 
conflict:—it will unite us together in a way in which we have never 
before been united; and we shall present before the World these 
great, vital, and essential Truths, which we agree together to confess. 
With regard to the present Amendment, oh ! I thank God, it is 
not a case of conscience with us! Those who are here assembled 
have confessed the principle when they met us. I should feel it to 
Ikj very desirable, therefore, that these dear Brethren should not 
wound our hearts, by telling us they will leave us if their Amend¬ 
ments are not carried. It is putting us, who feel the importance of 
the ])rinciples, in a somewhat false position. We love these Brethren 
tenderly; we will compel them to remain with us, if we can, by 
our love to them. Let not, then, our feelings be .so disturbed. It 
went like a shock to my heart, to hear dear Hinton say so. Oh! he 
cannot leave us ; we love him too much to lose him. And I think 
it i.s, on the other hand, important to consider the case of those who 
have agreed to this Eighth Article. It may have been, that their 
conviction of the importance of it has been the very reason why 
they joined us. We have in this Article the only fragment of the 
confession of a visible Church before the World ; and, as our chief 
conflict will be with Popery, I cannot but feel, that it is a most 
important principle to maintain. I believe many of my beloved 
Brethren feel with me on that point; and 1 think it my duty to 
state, that they, having come in on the ground of that Article, 
would be iilaced in a painful position, if that Article were to be 
withdrawn. Thanks be to God, we have not withdrami one 
[)rinciple ! We have confessed all these Truths together. Let us 
not now begin the withdrawing of principles at which we have 
already arrived. 

Then, with regard to the idea of any being e.xcludeil, it is well 
known, from the discussions that have taken place, that our Brethren 
among the Quakers are not excluded by this Article merely ; 
but they are excluded also by other principles, which we could not 
possibly part with ; and why should we lose the strength we derive 
from the principles involved, for the sake of trying to gain those 
whom wo could not possibly gain ? But, after all, our idea is not. 
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tliat those who do not join us are not inenibers of ('lirist, or 
are not as zealous fur Union as ourselves, though tliey think it may 
be lietter sought in other ways. God forbid that those dear Brethren, 
by whose side I have sttHul again and again in contending for the 
great principles of the Protestant Faith,—such men as McNeile, 
and Stowell, and McGhee, iuid others of that stamp, the very 
champions of Protestantism in our land,—should be thought not 
to be eqtially zealous with us for the Protestant Faith,—equally 
desirous of union with the children of God ! 

But one more remark. We have not lost our Christian friends by 
joining this Alliance. I may say so, from having a large acquaintance 
with my Brethren of the Church of England, in every j)art of the 
land. I hai’e not lost the love of one Christian Brother by joining 
the Evangelical Alliance. Nay more ; I think they have shown me, 
and been anxious to .show me, that I am more dear to them than 
ever I was before. No Church will lose—every (’hurch will gain— 
by the Evangelical Alliance. With these principles I beg leave to 
support the Original Motion : and may the Lord of love and peace 
multiply His blessings upm you ! I hoj»e ti> join you again on 
Monday Morning. 

Rev. Dr. Hoby rose, and Dr. Beaumont again gave way. 

Rev. Dr. IIobv. —Sir Culling, I would not now tre.spass ujaui the 
attention of this Assembly, if it were not with myself a matter of 
conscience. At the same time, I am not ])repared t« say, that, if 
this 8th Article is retained. I shall withdraw from all connexion 
with the Alliance. I hxjk upon the Alliance as formed ; it will be. 
I doubt nut, a glorious launch on Monday; and you. Sir (hilling, I 
am sure, will be the bust to leave the vessel, even should she b«> 
wrecked,—which, by Gtal’s providenci?, she never will. And I will 
say, if an humble individual like my.self might venture to ilo it, I 
will stand with you on the last jilank, 

I feel a strong objection to the 8th Article,—an objection which, 
from the very commencement, I have expressed,—carrying it so far 
as twice to move an Amendment, to except from the operation of 
the 8th Article our Brethren who belong to the Friends, it would 
have liecn far better, in my judgement, that the 8th Article should 
have been altogether dropped at a previous nuteting. I object to 
•retaining the 8th Article, because 1 cannot see the propriety of 
classing it with "great Evangelical Principles. ” In this respect, it 
appears to me to differ from all the other Articles, which form to¬ 
gether a Doctrinal Basis,—with the exception only of one, and that 
is the 7tlb which asserts the Right and Duty of Private Judgement 
in the interpretation of Holy Scripture. Now it njipears to me. 
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that tliat one Article, the 7tJ>. **** asserting the right of Private 
Judgement, is tlie only one we want, to enforce the duty of all 
God’s children, in reference to the points which are touched upon 
in the 8th. I not only think, that the 8th Article, in this respect, 
does not agree with the other Articles, and cannot be so characterized, 
—there is a vagueness about it, which does not appear to me to 
belong to any of the others. When we speak of the Christian Minis- 
try, we are not agreed. There is an indefiniteness about what consti. 
tutes it. And, when we come to the subject of Baptism,—I trust I 
may speak freely the dictates of my conscience,—there is not only a 
vagueness, but we are absolutely certain that we do not agree: and, 
for myself, there seems to be, if I might be allowed to express it, 
something of a disingenuousness, I had almost Siiid—I will call back 
the word if you please—but I will tell you that what I mean. We 
say, that we believe in the authority and perpetuity of the ordi¬ 
nances of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper ; while we know, that tve 
diametrically oppose one another in some points relative to Christian 
Baptism. It is a fact. I am not about to enter into the controversy; 
but I am bound to ask, does Baptism, in the sense in which we use 
it, refer, in any way whatever, to regenerating operations? Is 
Baptism, in any way whatever, a domestic observance ? Or, is 
Baptism solely, wholly and exclusively, the immersion of a Ijeliever 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, and is nothing else Baptism hut that? 
I do not say what are my own views about it. But I will say 
this; some of us who are in this room hold, mure or less, marked 
views of Baptism, which are equally opposed to views that others in 
this room entertain. We know //mt to be the fact; are we then 
decidedly agreed as to what constitutes Christian Baptism ? I cast 
myself on your indulgence: but it is a positive fact, that we are here 
assembled, with the moat full and conscientious conviction, that we 
ditfer in opinion as to what constitutes Christian Baptism : and I do 
not wish to be required to assert, if I can avoid it, that I believe in 
the authority and perpetuity of the ordinance of Baptism, in com¬ 
mon with Brethren, who, I am certain, do so entirely disagree 
with me, that we are as far as the poles asunder on that subject. 
Therefore, I shall be happy if the Article can be dropped altogether. 

I will not trespass long on the time of the Meeting. Allow me 
to say one thing m(»re. This Article has been commended, just now, 
by our beloved and esteemed Brother and friend Bickersteth, on the 
ground, that we are therein assuming a favourable imsition of an¬ 
tagonism to Romanism. But you know how often it has been said, 
by Brethren connected with the Denomination to which I feel it a 
great honour to belong, that the Baptism which many maintain— 
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that of receiving either the infant seed of believers, or children in. 
discriminatelj, is the very jnllar and ground of Popery. Xotv I 
am not maintaining this position. I am only stating a fact. 

Hon. and Rev. B. W. Noki..—L et me implore my Brethren, for 
the sake of peace, that they will listen in perfect silence. 

Rev. Dr. Hoby,— I do not maintain that ground; I am not arguing 
for it. But I am stating, that these are the views of nearly a 
million of the professors of Christianity; amongst whom are some 
of the most devout and holy men of God with whom 1 am acquaint¬ 
ed. What I have stated is the opinion of a Church, with a million 
of Christian professors. Now, what I ask is, when we are positively 
certain, that xve do not understand one another on the subject t>f 
Baptism, that we should not be constrained to receive this 8th 
Article into the B.asis of the Union. It is utterly unlike every 
other .Article ; and we have one which fully covers the entire ground. 
One word more. When, by this decision, instead of taking a 
ground of opposition to Roman Catholic errors, 1 feel, that we are 
getting upon the ground which is held so firmly by Roman Catholics 
—(for their system is shivered to atoms withotit the Baptism of 
infants)—when we come on the ground maintained by Roman 
Catholics— 

A Me.mber. — As a member of the Church of England, 1 think it 
not right that this mode of reasoning should be inirmluced. 

The Chairman'.— I must request .attention to the Chair. I must 
rule, that any reference of that sort, to matters of difference 
lietween one community of Christians and another, is out of order. 

Rev. Dr. Hoby. —I lH*g pardon : but I have fidlowed in the train 
of a large number of Brethren, who have rejieateilly alluded, both 
to the Friends, and to different Denominations in the United .States. 
But I will abstain. 

The Chairman. —We are met here as a Ixidy of persons agreed 
upon certain great principles; and agreeing to suspend—to throw 
into the back ground for the present—those matters upon which 
there is a difference of o[>inioii. There is no Quaker here present; 
therefore, it is quite legitimate that a reference should be made to 
them. If the views we entertain arc correct, the Quakers are in 
error: but we have met ujH>n the principle, that Baptism is an open 
question. 

Rev. Dr. Hoby. —I will bring my remarks to a chise. 

Rev. W, W. Ewbank. —I do think, though a member of the 
Church of England, holding infant Baptism strongly,—I do think, 
that, if any .Mcmtier thinks it iieccs.sary to his argument to intro¬ 
duce a discussion relating to matters on which we disagree, we 
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ought to be ready to hear him. If he feels it necessary to his argu¬ 
ment on the Basis, with regard to the rejection or retention of this 
Article, I think, as Christian men, we ought to hear him. 

The CiiAiKMAN. —If an individual feels it to be necessary, in 
order to his argument upon a given point, to express the opinion, 
that the sentiments of those to whom he is opposed lie at the 
foundation of Popery, and are therefore thoroughly erroneous, I 
do not think it is in the spirit of the Meeting, that such an opinion 
should be expressed. 

Rev. Dr. IIoby. —I should not have entered on that point, 
but in reply to Mr. Bickersteth, who argued the adoption of 
this Article on the ground of opposition to Popery. I felt an 
objection to it, because I felt that it conveyed me to the ground of 
Popery. I have only one word to add. When we adopt this 
Article, I feel that we unite, quoad hoc, with the Papists; while, 
at the same time, we pass an act of exclusion as to the Friends. It is 
one thing for us to lay down rules as to prayer, &c., which they are 
unwilling to comply with; it is another thing for us to lay down a 
law, which is, ij)so facto, exclusive. 

Rev. Dr. Moeison. —Sir Culling, it does appear to me a very 
extraordinary statement, that this Article does not belong to the 
class of Evangelical Principles. If the Ministry of Christ’s 
Gospel, embodied in His own commission, “ Go and preach the 
Gospel to every creature,” be not an Evangelical Principle ;—nay 
if it do not lie. Sir Culling, at the basis of Evangelical Principles, 
I certainly have hitherto read my Bible backwards. And, with 
regard to all that our dear friend (I wish to speak with all affection) 
has said about this Article, he has totally' overlooked its real 
character; because the Article does not say one word of the sort of 
thing to which he, in a somewhat disorderly manner, has led our 
attention. It speaks of the perpetuity of the ordinances of 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Now surely, if he administers 
them in his own way, he does so on the conviction of their Divine 
authority and perpetuity. And I maintain, if I do it in my way 
—he cannot mulct me of that—I do it on that principle also; and I 
will not yield to him a particle more of conscience than I have 
myself upon it. 1 would not do it, except I believed the ordinance 
of Baptism to be of Divine authority and perpetuity. And as to 
avowing to an assembly like this, met on principles of cordial 
unity, that Infant Baptism lies at the foundation of Popery, it is 
too much to hear. I say this in all love; because I do not think 
there is anything in the Article to lead us to that. Every friend 
has a right to hold his opinion: but, if I held that opinion, I 
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believe God would give me grace to keep it back from Brethren on 
an occasion like this. 

Mr. Willis, of Luton, was afraid we were getting on that rock 
on which the Church of Christ had split for years ; namely, being 
too fond of making rules and enacting laws. We were doing too 
much. He hoped that, when he sat down, the Meeting would be in 
the blessed state of not knowing to what Denoinin.itiou ho belonged. 
He had no right to know that Mr. Binney, or IMr. .fames, was 
a Congregationalist. What had kept us asunder, but the enacting 
of laws in accordance with our particular views, instead of insisting 
u|)on that which was necessary ? lie agreed with IMr. Price, that 
it is far more imjwrtant to insist upon holiness than noon a cre ed. 
The most wicked man in the universe can helievi* a correct creed. 

The Chaiii-man, —being appealed to as to this expressi .n, *• tha. 
a wicked person could believe a correct creed,”—eonsidiTcd, on 
general principles, that it was contrary to the opinion of 'M)!> per¬ 
sons out of ItKtO, that a wicked man could re; My helieve •• corre,. 
creed. 

Mr. Willis.— A man might piofr'^x ti. 'K'lic\ it , ilies 'w 
w'hat he meant. In the way of coascientioiis princiide. I.v did not 
object to this Article; but thought there were housands of 
Christians in this country who were not prepared to believe it. 

Rev. Dr. Oun argued, that more deference r line tl n 
had been paid practically, to the fondamental principles uhieh h..d 
brought ns tt^ether. A measure .if respect was due to the 
doctrines annoniiced by the Provisional Committee, which was not 
always conceded to them ; and, in deferenee to them, and eoii- 
sidering the terms on which we met—as set forth in the Basis to 
which all had agreed already, it was desirable and exjiedient to 
retain tbe Eigbtb Article. 

Rev. J. Hovvaui) Hinton thought tbe arguments just addneed— 
attaching so much re.s|K‘ct and authority to the Basis as it stood— 
would have been very conclusive against the admission of the 
Xinth Article. But, since the Basis had Iweti departed from, 
and the Ninth Article admitted, he thought the diair was ipiite 
open now for the exclusion of the Kighth, however it might liave 
Injen detmied shut liefore. His leading ohjeetion to the Kighth 
Article was, that it excluded true Christi.'ins. No one would main¬ 
tain, he supposed, that it was essential to the existence of true 
piety, to believe in the Divine institution of the tMiristiaii Ministry, 
and the {lerpetuitv and authority of the ordinances of Baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper. There are pious people who do not believe 
these thines. The Article was, tlicrefore, sure to exclude from the 
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Alliance some true Cliristians; iiiul lie thought the exclusion of true 
Cliristinns, whatever might have been stated to the contrary, to he 
in violation of the whole concejitioii, and intention, and even the 
letter of this Alliance. We set out with affirming the glorious 
principle of the Unity of the Church of Chri.st—the Spiritual 
Church of Chri.st: and it was our aim and object to manifest 
that Unity: which Unity cannot be manifested, by any possi. 
bility, upon a: other jilan, than one which is adapted to draw 
together all, without exception, who are members of the Spiritual 
Church of C4irist, and who are at any one time in this world. He 
admitted, that there was one limitation in the Basis as adopted. 
It w.as only intended to unite Protestant Christians; one of our 
great aims being, to effect, if possible, such a union among Pro¬ 
testant Christians, as should be the counterpart of the boasted 
Catholic U'nity of the Homan Church. But we make lui progress 
towards any such union, unless it be the union of all Protestant 
Christians. Ilis objeciioi therefore, was, that the Article was 
exclusive. lie could most earnestly wish it to be dropped; and 
ll is ipiite apart from the (piestion, whom it would exclude. 

Hev. W. 'y. WoouHOUsK, as a clergyman of the Church of 
Kngland, argue'’ in ’^■..our of the Article. Speaking from his 
own e.xperience. he th.Might that, upon the result of this que.stion, 
hundreds of hi.s Brethren would eitlc.'r join or keep awav. 

Hev. W, ' . Ewh.vnk.— Sir Culling. Fathers, and Brethren, I 
am sure you will not think me presumptuous in making one or two 
very short ibservations; for, witn th" exception of having spoken 
on one or two points of orde", I do not think I have occu]ned a 
single moment of your precious time. But, without further ]>re- 
face, I would say, fir.it, with respect to the speech lately made bv 
our dear friend Hr. Hinton, that I think our friend Hr. Noel, in his 
speech last evening, touched upon the exact principle which 1 think 
Mr. Hinton has not jirecisely seen. I fully agreed with Mr. Noel 
last night, when he .said, in very clear and distinct terms, that the 
principle on which we are forming this Basis, and on which we 
are now going to unite as Brother Christians, is nut the principle 
of uniting all whom we believe in our hearts to be Christians, hut 
the principle of uniting as manif as we possihli/ can; because we 
believe in our hearts—I believe in my inmost soul—there are hun¬ 
dreds and thousands of Roman Catholics who are proceeding to 
heaven as surely as myself. What is then to be done.^ What 
would our dear Brother Hinton wish us to do, with regard to this 
Basis? He would not have the Seventh Article expunged; he 
would wish us to retain the Article which insists on the Right and 



144 


EVANGELIC.Vr, AEMANOE. 


Duty of Private Juiljipnieiit. Yet it will Iw seen, that by that 
Article, we exclude every conscientious lloinan Catholic—though 
we may believe him to be a sincere Christian. 

Then, tvithout dealing further with this part of Mr. Hinton’s 
speech, I would just say, that I think his leading objection utterly 
falls to the ground: because we all acknowledge,—I acknowledge 
it myself,—that a man may be a Christian, though ho objwts to 
that Article. He said, that it was not of the substance of Chris¬ 
tianity, and therefore he desired its exclusion. Hut, to refer again 
to that Seventh Article,—Is the Right and Duty of Private .ludge- 
ment of the substance of Christianity ? Is it not possible to 
believe, that a man may refer his mind and his judgement to the 
decision—either of the Papal Church, or of the Primitive Church’, 
and yet be a real Cliristian ? I think, therefore, if any objection is 
to be urged against the retention of that Article on this account, 
for the same reason we should exclude the Seventh. At the same 
time, the principle so clearly enunciated by Mr. N’<h.' 1 meets this 
case: because it is not onr principle to include «//Christians: we 
are merely anxious to get together as many.real Cl>tistiuns as we 
fairly can at the present moment, and we trust God for the future. 
We believe and hope, that eventually, in some future years, it may 
l)e desirable to enlarge the terms of our Basis. But this, at pre¬ 
sent, 1 think we cannot do. 

I will only detain you with another single observation, in refer¬ 
ence to the speech of Dr. Hoby. One of his arguments against 
this Eighth Article'was, (as I understood it, and I hoj>e he will 
correct me if I misunderstood him,) that the Eighth Article is not 
a great fundamental Truth. Xow, with respect to that point, ! 
would just ask your patience for a moment, while I read this single 
sentence,—“That the parties composing the Alliance shall such 
persons only as hold and maintain tv/iaf arc usiialli/ understood to 
he Evangelical views in regard to these several Articles." Xow, 
though it is quite true, that the Truth in this Eighth Article may 
not be considered a.s one of the great fundanuuital Truths,—I think 
it is equally true, that the greatest fundamental errors which have 
arisen in the ChrLstian Church (I am not speaking especially of 
Rome, but of various Christian Churches) have arisen from the 
misunderstanding of the Sacraments. Therefore, though it may 
not contain a fundamental Truth, still I think it is of the highest 
im|Hjrtance for us to bear testimony, in the sight of God and the 
whole Church, that we do not believe the erroneous doctrine of the 
Sacraments, but that we have Evangelical views respecting them. 
It forcibly struck me, as Dr. Hoby was speaking, that there was 
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this reason for the retention of the Article. We ought to be 
anxious to proclaim, in the sight of the Church, that, holding as 
we do the Christian Sacraments, we hold them only in the 
Evangelical sense. 

Rev. Dr. Ilony.—I simply referred to the expression, “on the 
bsisis of great Evangelical principles." 

Rev. J. II. Hinton. —Our friend, Mr. Ewbank, did me the 
honour to refer to my speech in one point, concerning which he 
made me doubtful whether he heard what I said. He has argued 
against me, as though the admission of the Article defining Protest¬ 
antism were irreconcileable with my view, while I admitted that 
there was an exception. 

Rev. W. W. Ewbank. — That exception seems fatal to the 
argument. 

Rev. J. Haldane Stewart. —As thdre are many Ministens 
present, who are engaged in their sacred work,—and this is 
Saturday,—having hoard these gentlemen, can we not now come 
to the vote } 

Rev. R. W. OvKRBUKY sincerely hoped, though somewhdt 
against hope, that the Eighth Article would be rejected. He 
objected to the indefiniteness of the first portion of this Article, 
with respect to the Divine institution of the Christian Ministry. 
Who are the Christian iVIinisters- who are to be comprised } 

A IMembkii rose to order. He thought this was going into 
controversy : and he suggested, that, if there were to be more 
argument, ten minutes only should be allotted to each speaker. 
(Several voices —“ Five Aliiiutes.” ) 

I he Chairman.-; —The question before me is, whether our 
friend was speaking in order, in referring to what constitutes the 
Christian iMinistry. I think, when it is proposed that we should 
agree in recognising the Christian IMinistry, it is beyond the 
intention of the convocation, that we should decide what con¬ 
stitutes it. 

Rev. R, W. OvKRBUUY tvas merely going to state a fact. If 
we come to discuss that point, there will be a great dilference in 
this Body. 

The Chairman. — \Vc are aware of that; and that is the reason 
we are not to discuss it. 

Rev. R. W. OvERBUBY gave way: he would merely say, that 
he objected to the subject of Baptism being brought at all into the 
Basis of this Alliance; because the word Baptism represented an 
essentially different thing, in the minds of some who constituted 
this Botly, from what it did in the mind of others 
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The Chairman. —Our friend, I think, hus not entered fully into 
the object for which this Conference is held. The object of the 
Confederation is, that those who differ upon these matters shall he 
able to agree in certain gre.rt declarations: therefore our friend, it 
he comes with that object, ought not to use, as an argument against 
the object, that persons do not agree in minor matters. 

Rev. R. W. OvEUBi'RV. — I should feel gratified, if the .Article 
in question were omitted. 

Rev. Octavius Winseow. — I claim a right, as a Alemher of 
the Alliance, to express my sentiments ; and, as I have not occupied 
the floor hitherto, I trust Fathers and Brethren will allow me a 
few moments to relieve my burdened conscience. Sir, I u ill yield 
to none of my Baptist Brethren in the manner in wliich they 
conscientiously hold the doctrine of Baptism. I have made 
sacrifices to mv conscientious belief respecting that ordinance, 
which few on this floor have madi*. A’et, sympathi/.ing with them 
as I do in their interpretation of that ordinance, 1 cannot consent 
to expunge the Kighth Article from the Basis of your .\lliancc. If it 
were stated in this Article, in what the Christian Ministry 
consisted, or in what the ordinance of Baptism, or of tiie Lord’s 
Supper, consisted, I would at once expunge it. But, since 
we all receive the common Knglish A’ersion of the Bible, in 
which the word is so transferred, that all Denominations may use 
the same sacred Book, — upon this same principle, I will give my 
consent to adopt this Article as a fundamental part of the Basis of 
the Alliance. If you expunge it, you will not have the name of ;i 
single Quaker, or Plymouth Brotlier, in connexion with your 
Alliance; and you will annihilate the holy symliols, which mark and 
designate the Christian character. 

The C11AIR.MAN. — Dr. Beaumont is entitled to address you : and 
there is another Brother whom you would grieve not to hear, 
Mr. IMonod. But allow me to state, as a fact of which I am 
cognizant, that the Ba-sis, as it at ])resent stands, has not excluded 
all our Plymouth Brethren ; for there is a Plymouth Brother present. 

Rev. Dr. Beau.mont. — I merely wish to say, in a single 
sentence, that we have before us a choice of evils. The usual rule 
of determining, when it comes to a choice of evils, is, of the two 
to take the lea.st. It ha.s been clearly stated by some, llmt, if you 
adopt the Eighth Article, you will partially exclude Quakers and 
Plymouth Brethren. It may be so: it probably will be s<*. But 
we have been told, if you do not retain the Eighth Article, how 
many other persons you will exclude—how many Clergymen of the 
Church of England. Is it a desirable thing for us to take a course, 
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which will have that effect in all probability ? And besides, allow 
me to say, ;is to the Plymouth Brethren and Quahers—I am sorry to 
be obliged to express myself in these terms—if there are persons who 
feel themselves excluded by virtue of the Eighth Article, the great 
mass, an overwhelming majority of the Protestant Church, both 
Alinisters and Laity, hold by the Eighth Article; and may not your 
adoption and confession of it lead the Plymouth Brethren and the 
Friends to the re-consideration of these points ? May there not be 
a reflex, collateral, subsidiary operation of the Eighth Article ? I 
know how the thing must go; and, before I sit down, may I be 
allowed to implore and beseech Brethren to bless us still with their 
presence, although they cannot carry their point } 

Kov. Adoepiie Monod. —I have an object in saying a few words. 
The first is, to say something in the name of my companions, who 
met yesterday on this subject. The second is, to hope that those 
very few of our friends present, who seem to have some thought of 
leaving the Alliance, if this Article be passed, will reflect further 
on the subject. They will be induced to do so, when they hear, 
that I had the same scruples, and have been relieved from them. 
\Vhcn I received the invitation with which your Secretary 
honoured me, I replied, that, whilst I upon the whole approved of 
the principle of the Alliance, yet I wished that this Article might be 
withdrawn. Under that impression I came here; and, if I were merely 
to consider my personal feelings, I should like the Basis better if it 
were withdrawn. Still I am determined, upon the same principle 
on which the friends present acted last Tuesday, to vote for the 
Eighth and Ninth Articles, as they now stand before us. I think 
my friemls Mr. Noel and iMr. Ewbank have spoken most admirably 
to the point. What is the object of this Alliance ? Is it to unite 
all true Christians ? If it is, 1 will vote ndth my friend Dr. Reed. 
If it is, I cannot think of remaining in the Alliance. The Eighth 
and the Ninth Articles will not be the only Articles that might 
make me hesitate. I should go farther than even our friend 
iVIr. Ewbank. In his address, he took the Seventh .Article, which 
relates to the Roman Catholics—among whom, I agree with him, 
that there are truly pious men—such men as Fenelon and Pascal— 
to whom I could give my hand. But I would beg my friend Dr. 
Reed and others to observe, that, besides this Seventh Article, 
which their principles must lead them to reject, there are other 
Articles of the same description. For instance, the Third Article. 
I know Christian men, who will not accept the word “ uHer:" who 
believe in the depravity and corruption of the human heart; but 
would not admit “ the utter depravity,” And if I take other Articles, 

E 2 
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there are some who will not stand by llieai. U' wo j;o uimn the 
principle, that we must admit every true ('hristiiin, 1 think, yon 
will lind it very dittieult to frame your Articles. 

The object of the Kv'ans;elical Alliance was so conceived of by 
some in F'rance; and one friend luivinj; stated, that we must 
receive all true (Jhristiaus, stated, in the second ]dace, — th.U there 
ought to be no Creed whatever. Now I am not going to discuss the 
principle of no Creed : but I think we are all agreed, that it is 
impracticable to unite all Christians. It is not enough, that a thing 
should be good in itself; we might all agree, that it is quite 
impossible. I am convinced, that the jirinciple laid down by some 
of our dear friends, however beautiful in itself, can never be 
reduced to practice under present circumstances. I was delighted 
to hear a gentlemen at Hull say, that the time miglit come, when 
the necessity of the Hasis would he no longer felt; hut the time is 
not come yet. We must act under the law of expedienev: and, 
while we adopt i/o«c principles, I leave it to our Kuglish and 
American friends, (and I am not jealous of their inthience here) 
to settle this question. They can judge much better than we can. 
In the nature of the case (and I am not jeahnis of it), tliis Alliance 
having originated in England, and having been supported in 
America,—these two great Protestant powers having cre.itcd this 
Alliance—should we he jealous of their judging, better than we 
can, which is the way to connect together the greatest possible 
number of believers } 

I say, with all respect and love, to our friends Dr. Heed and 
others, let us remain together in this Alliance. Heniain in the 
Name of the Lord,—if it were Imt to help the endeavour to come 
to something better. Let us go on in faith and love. iSliall we 
say, that we have attained nothingIs it not a most blessed 
l)eginning, to have brought Congregationalists, Presbyterians, 
Members of the Establishment, Methodists, Lutherans, and 
Calvinists together. Is it not a heantifnl beginning ? Hut I am 
afraid the withdrawal of our Brethren—of one single Brother, 
especially like our licloved Brother Reed—would he injurious to 
this Alliance. I ask him, in the Name of the Lord, to reflect on 
the subject. I sit down, stating a fact about onr Continental 
Brethren. In that Meeting which took jdaco yestenlay, it was 
unanimously agreed by all present, that, wliilst we regretted the 
admission of certain Articles, and perhaps also the omission of 
others, (I for one should have wished an Article about personal 
holiness,) still, — considering the inqMissihility of amending the 
whole, and of the full exposition of onr sentiments in an assembly 
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so numerous as this is (of which yesterday’s discussion must have 
convinced us)—for the sake of unity—eacli of us being personally 
able to sign all the Articles,—it was unanimously decided, that we 
should adopt them upon the whole, and keep by the Alliance, with 
the help of the Lord. 

The Chairman. —There is a Plymouth Brother here, and I 
should like to hear him. 

Rev. Octavius Winslow. —As I stated, that I did not expect 
that a single Plymouth Brother would unite with us, may I ask, is 
he now in communion with the Plymouth Brethren ? 

The Chairman. —A statement that an individual belongs to such 
and such a communion should, I think, he taken popularly. I do 
not think a direct (piestion ought to he put. 

Rev. C. IIakorove. —Let me first reply to wh.at our friend and 
Brother Winslow has said. 1 feel myself just as much in com. 
munion with them as ever ; but I do not feel myself so exclusively 
in communion with the Plymouth Brethren, as not to be just as 
much in cmninunioii with any Brother in this room. Furthermore, 
anything that Cod has given me to minister, I feel as free to 
minister in iuiother place, as in any building of the Plymouth 
Brethren ; anything that God as given me to minister,—let it be 
where it may,—I desire to witness for my Lord and Waster. 

Now 1 am exceedingly unwilling, I confess, to be called a 
Plymouth Brother ; and you must allow me to explain, because it 
is a matter that concerns all my Brethren. When Dr. King spoke 
about signing names, I felt considerable difficulty. Not a tittle of 
difficulty in my own mind ; but great difficulty as to appearing to 
offend dear Brothers in this room. I cannot acknowledge myself 
of any Denomination hut one. \^'hat is that ? I am a member of 
God's Church, through God’s grace. I acknowledge every member 
of that Church : I take him to my heart as a Brother: I help him, 
and I desire to be helped by him. That is the extent of my Plymouth 
Brotherhood. When I heard of this Alliance, my whole heart 
went out; and when I see the Basis, I see, permit me to say, (1 
hope I do not offend) that the grand principle of this Alliance is 
the principle of the Plymouth Brethren. It is the identical 
principle. The principle of the Plymouth Brethren is the principle 
in the beginning of 14th chapter of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans: 
it is, “ Receive him, for God hath received him.” I would to God 
we all felt that more. 

Now one word with respect to the difficulties in the way of the 
Plymouth Brethren. I know them very well indeed. Mr. Winslow 
is a little mistaken here. I know many, many, many would have 
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been here but for this .Article. I go further. Even in the face of 
that Article, two, I think, of the most honoured, most lioly, most 
godly men among them »»'ould ha»'e been here, if they could have been 
j)ermitted to come; hut they cotild not, because they were neither 
Members nor Corresponding Meudters of the (^miiiiittee. 'I'hey both 
expressed their wish, their desire, their feeling on the subject. This 
speaking about the Eighth Article seems strange to me. I never, 
in all my intercourse with Christians, saw a Christian denying the 
Ministry, Baptism, or the Lord’s Supper. 1 never saw one. You 
say, the Quakers do. Xo, they do not. The Quaker says, I believe 
in Baptism : but he s.ays it is not a carnal ordinance—.sprinkling 
with water ; it is the Baj)tism of the Spirit. 1 think that Dr. 
Hohy was very much mistaken. W'e agree in the ordinance ; 
everyone believes in Baptism : hut we differ in the interjiretation. 
Dr. Hohy has his view ; Dr. .Morison has his ; and the Quaker has 
his, I can only say, that I believe Dr. Cox knows, that Quakers 
admit spiritual Baptism. I believe their view is an error, and so 
do you. I only say this of the Divine institution of the Christian 
Ministry, — if it means humun ortlinalioii, assure<lly the Brethren 
dissent ; they cannot hold it ; it closes the door at once ujxm them. 
Will you say that (bal’s Minister is to wait upon man’s appoint¬ 
ment o? ordinance.' Then assuredly they dissent. 

.V Mf.mbeh. — I rise to order. \\'e are not to enter into expla. 
nations. The word is here ; and every Brother is at liberty to take 
what e.xplication he plea.ses. 

The CnAlR.MAN.—The question is, whether the speaker was in 
order, in entering into an e\[>l.'in.ition of what is a Christian 
Minister.' I think he had Iwtter abstain. 

Rev. C. H,\R(iHovE. —I will abstain ; but I thought I was in 
order ; and, having said so nmch, I .shall not detain you further. 

A Me.siber.—B efore we go to the vote, may we not all remain 
silent for a few moments, in prayer to Cod.' 

The Conference accordingly remained for a short time in 

devotional silence. 

The CtiAtHMAN then .submitted the .Amendment for the omission 
of the Eighth Article; and it was negatived hy a verv large 
majority. 

The C'tiAiRMAN.—The question now is, that the Eighth .'\rtirle 
should l)e adopted. 

•Rev. Dr. Hteane.—^^U pon which tln're is another Amendment, 
propf»sed by Mr. Biiiiiey, to omit the word " aiitliority.” 

Rev. T. Binney.—I merely want to .suggest.— I hope I am not 
hypercritical,—whether “ authority" is quite the term ? We speak 
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of tlio authority of the; Scriptures, or of Clirist’s authority, as some- 
tliiiio personal, or helonj'ing t(t a person ; but “ the authority ” of an 
institution, I do not tliink is quite accurate. I merely suggest, that 
I think “ jierpetuity” is quite enough ; “ obligation” is the proper 
idea. If you like to say “obligation”—very well: though I 
thiidv that is included in “ perpetuity because by “ perpetuity 
you mean “obligation” on the authority of Christ. That k my 
firm belief. 

It would have been most delightful to me, if our ecclesia-stical 
condition had permitted, that we should all have united in re¬ 
ceiving the Lord’s .Suiiper: but we know there are some friends 
who could not unite with us, eccle.siastically, in our places of 
worship. I could give uj) all my dilferences, and go to them ; I 
should not have the least objection, if you would give us room. I 
could go and kneel down and take the Lord’s Supper. They cannot 
come to tis ; they cannot alter certain canonical and ecclesiastical 
])rinciplos, which they would willingly do for the sake of love: but 
I have no dilliculty of that sort; and if we could go to our friend 
Mr. Noel’s Church—every one of us—that would be what 1 should 
like. I have been writing for twelve or fourteen years to get us to 
unity. I want us to come together anywhere ; but if we could 
not do it otherwise, 1 could go and do that, and feel that it would 
be a pledge of our Alliance. 

I did not rise to make that remark, but to suggest, as a matter of 
grammar, to omit the term “ authority” and leave “ perpetuity 
whi<-h involves the idea, that we believe in the perpetual obligation 
of tlie instituti<in. But if you think that is not the best tvord, say 
“ obligation.” 

'I’lie C'u.vut.uAN.—I cannot receive an alternative motion. 

Rev. '1'. Binnky.—I think it will very likely meet the mind of 
the IMeeting better, and I uill move, that, instead of the word 
“ authority,” we sliouKi have “ obligation.” 

lion, and Rev. R. AV. Xor.r..—I beg to second that. I should 
have been very glad to leave the first word standing, because I think 
it vicanx obligation ; but I think the word “ obligation” is applicable, 
and cannot be objected to. As 1 am standing on the floor, let me 
say, I rejoice in the passing of the Article, because it is one step 
towards my admitting Mr. Hinton itito my pulpit, and my going 
into his. I cannot explain that now : but it is clear to me, that it 
is one ste[) towards the recognition of each other. 

With respect to another point, I beg to say, that our early cele¬ 
bration of the Tiord’s Supper will be at my Chapel, on the Sunday 
after next, at eight o’clock in the morning; and I shall be exceed- 
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ingly happy to see. iil the Tahle of o>ir Lord, us numy of my 
Brethren as can come together. And,—though there are illlHciiItws 
in the way, which prevent us from ussoei.iting with our Brethren in 
the Lord’s Supper in their Cliapels.—yet I do trust tliis will he an 
expression of brotherly concord. The receiving of the Lord’.s 
Supper together will he a practical demonstration to the World, 
that, as for as we can, we do wish to unite together in that particular 
mode of uuion which our Lord has instituted. 

Rev. Ur. Bkaitmont.—C annot the celebration of the Lord’s 
Supper take place to-morrow morning.^ A huge portion of the 
Conference will he gone before to morrow week. 

The Cn.tiRMAN then submitted the substitution of the word 
‘• obligation ” for authority ; " and it was carried. 

Hon. and Rev. B. Xoki,, in aiisu er to Dr. Beaumont.—It is 
indifferent, whether it be to-niorrmv or to-morniw week. M e 
will, therefore, make it to-morrow morning. 

A Gentlk..m.vn.— I have heard it asked, uhether it could not be 
on Tuesday or Wednesday ? 

Rev. Dr. Massu’.—I delight to hear Mr. .Voel's proposition ; 
but there i.s before us the question of passing the Be'olution. If 
we proceed to that, it will give Mr. Xoel time to think upon the 
subject. 

The C'tiAiR.MAN then submitted the Kighth Article, amended as 
follows; — 

•‘The Di'.ine institution of the Cliristian Miiii-tr). aid tin' aid 

[■erpetuity of the onfinances of Il.iotism aid t!ic Loril’a .tiiii'ia'.'." 

Which was then carried, /ii’mitir ron/ntiticrn/f. 

,1, B. Mci-son, Ksq. .M.D.— I rise to move the Adjournment. 
There is such a hallowed sense of the Divine I’resence resting upon 
thhs as.sembly just now, that I am tiiiwilling, even as a layman, 
that it should he interfered with. In the first place, at the 
instigation t>f ti heloveil Brother, we have bowed before the Lord in 
silent prayer; the power of God has rested tipon us, and we have 
been directed to a successful issue. In the second jihice, a most 
delightful fraternal expression has issued from the lips of Mr. 
Binncy ; and it has been responded to by our ilear Brother, the 
Honourable and Reverend Bajitisl Xoel, in a manner that mn.'.l make 
a wonderful impression upon every mind. In the third place, many 
of *us by onr engagements, ]iroffcM,ional or otherwise, will be under 
the necessity of leaving London to-day ; and I put it to you, 
whether it be not desirable that we should go away under tliis good 
influence, rather than wait till our minds are disturbed by what I 
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liardly expect under siicli influence, but what I might call the 
hitterne.s.s of debate.' We are about to proceed to the Ninth 
Article; and I think it would be much better to commence this on 
Monday morning. I have been looking forward to Dr. Cun- 
ningliain’.s Motion on Confes.sions and Creeds. This is a point of 
very great interest; and, if I had been here, I should have claimed 
the privilege of seconding Dr. Cunningham s Resolution. Ihere- 
fore, at some .sacrifice to myself, I beg to move the Adjournment. 

Rev. W. Bevan. —We arc past the hour of Adjournment. 

A ME.’\tiiER seconded the Motion. 

The C11AIR.MAN then put the Motion, which was agreed to. 

Rev. T. Binney .—1 think it would be very desirable, that fif it 
can be arranged) we should have a .Social Meeting, some evening, 
with our friends. It is all very well to see them in this room ; but 
we cannot get at them. I should like to have the room cleared, 
that we may walk about, and ask each other, who we are > and 
where we come from 

Rev. W. Bevan.— M'^e had such a Meeting in Manchester; and 
nothing would rejoice me more than to see a little expansion of the 
idea. It would do as much for the Alliance as has been done 
by anything else. 

The Chairman. —The matter is referred to the Business 
Committee. 

lion, and Rev. B. W. Noki..—I beg to invite as many of my 
Brethren as will he able to attend, to receive the Lord’s Supper 
together, at eight o'clock to-morrow morning, in Si. .lohn’s Chapel, 
Bedford Row. 

Rev, Dr. Skinner engaged in prayer. 

The Conference then adjourned till ten o’clock on Monday 
morning. 


The Conference adjourned at two o’clock on Saturday, August 
22nd, and its labours were suspended till the morning of IMonday, 
August 24th:—the grateful rest of the Christian Sabbath was 
therefore interjiosed between its .Seventh and Kighth Ses.sions. 

But some notice should be taken of the intervening day, or this 
narrative would be incomplete. Though not properly forming any 
part of th(‘ proceedings of the Conference, the ordinances of that 
sacrml day were so closely connected with it, and in themselves so 
interesting, that some brief mention of them is here de.sirable— 
especially as the subject was several times referred to during the 
Conference. 
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The idea of taking advantage of the presence of so iiiany Minis¬ 
ters of Christ in London on that Suhhath liad been entertained by 
the friends of C'liristian Union very soon after tlie Conference was 
proposed ; and, as soon as the jieriod of its assembling bad been 
determined on, the following letter was issued on the subject, and 
addressed to all tbose ^Ilnisters in London who were understood to 
be favourable to the proposed Alliance. 


** 'Z*Uh JunCj 

“ Rev. ASi) DEAR Sir, 

" It is now genct.ally understood, that, in the montli of Au;;ust next, a large 
number of F.van^julieal Ministers, of dill'eront Denoniinations, and from various 
countries, will assemble in I.ond. n, to attend the Couferenee of the proi'oved 
Evangeaeal Alliance, -and that many of these Ministers wilt he in towir on Sunday 
Augu^t t?.'’ril. 

“ It appears to us, that it would he both right and desirable to embrace such an 
opportunity of promoting, by the Divine blessing, the glory of onr ndorahle 
Saviour, and tlic conversion and salvation of s.aiN. the preonee of these 
Brethren amongst us will atfmd. It is, tiieret'oro, sugot.„ted, that tiiey shoidd be 
invited to preach in varh.us parts of the Metropolis,—and that tle .se .Ministers of 
Congregations whrr are ineiinetl to concur in some suilnhle plan for attaining this 
object should meet together, in their private eapaeity, for the purpose id' ron- 
sideriug the matter, .and making such arrangement.s as may lead to its acconijiiish- 
ment. 

“ We, the umlcrsigned, take the liberty of n-riuesting your attendanee a! .sucli a 
meeting of Lomlon .Ministers, to he lield at No. (i, lixeter Hail, on Friday next, 
July 3rd, at Three o'clock, r. Jt. 


“ II. 11. liitvuisii, 

.Jirux lt( Al'KtU RV, 

J.inr./ lli xnMi, 

Ai.k\. Dionv C.rMeiiEi.i,, 
.1. F. 1 toicsox. 


.1. llovvAiin lIi.Mov, 
Bveri.st W. Noi.i., 
Citrni.i.s I’lri.sr, 
Edward .siritA.XE." 


That meeting was accordingly bold ; and, tbe subject bavitig been 
di.scussed, a Committee appointed, and some preliminary arrange¬ 
ments made, a second letter was prepared, and circulated as before, 
of which a copy is licre subjoined. 


■‘0, Exeter Hai-i., Stiiaxi), I.oxdox, 
Jul^ 184(i. 

“ Ret. a>d dear .Sib, 

It is II very general feeling among the I.ondon .Ministers, that advantage 
shoulfl lie tiiken of the presence of so many Brethren, from all parts of the world, 
at the proposed .Meetings of the Evaxoeek ai, Ai.i.ia.mk in .Vugnst, to have ns 
great a nnmlier of the pulpits of the .Metropolis occupied by them as inn 1)0 
secured for Lord’s Day, Augu.st 'JSrd. The leailing object tiicy contemplate is, not 
so much the explaining or enforcing of the |)rinciplct of Christian Union, as the 
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preaching of the Gospel of the Grace of God—“the Common Salvation’’—in 
such circumstances as are 6tted to arrest the attention of muitituejes. 

“ Aeeoriliiigly, a meeting of Ministers, called by a Circular which was subscribed 
by nine liretbren of dilferent denominatiotis, was lield in Xo. d, Exeter Hall, on 
Friday, July .'ird ; and a Committee was appointed to take the necessary measures 
for attaining this desirable result. 

" As the Secretary of that Committee, 1 have been directed to invite your co¬ 
operation, and to ascertain wijclber you will feel yourself at liberty to open your 
pulpit on the 23rd of August for such an end. 

“ Please to conimunicate with me at No. C, Exeter Hall; and, your consent ob¬ 
tained, the Committee will, as the organ of communication with Brethren at a 
distance, be happy to put within your reach, or to consult with you as to pro¬ 
curing, supplies for your pulpit upon that day. 

“ I am, lU'V. ;ind Hear Sir, 

“ Your faithful Servant, 

“ WILLIAM CHALMERS, 

" Secretary,” 

The result was, that arrangements were made for the preaching 
of the Gospel in eighty-one different pulpits, in French, German, 
and Irish, as well as in English. The following is a complete and 
corrected cotty of the paper referred to by the Rev. W. W. 
Ewbank, the Rev. ])r. U^yrth, and others, in the conversation-that 
took place on Saturday morning :—see pp. 1.34, 1.3.T 


Arratiffanaiti for prcaeklnr/ oil Anr/ust 2.3, lf?4(), iiinAe hy Ministers 
attending the meetings of the Keanyelkal Alliance. 

THE FOLLOWING ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE BY 
MINISTERS OF THE ESTABLISHED Clll RCH. 


Carlisle Chapel, Kennington . | j,' 

Gray’s-Inn-Lanc Episcopal Chapel | jJ" 

Pentonville Chapel . . . M. 

St. John’s, Bedford-row . . { 

( iv. 

St. Mary’s, Aldermanhury . . E. 

Trinity Chapel, Conduit-street . J 


WesLstreet Episcopal Chapel 


Rev. G. Harrison, Rainow, Chester. 
Rev. R. W. Kyle, Dublin, 

Rev. \V. W. Ewbank, Liverpool. 
Rev. .T. L, Chute, Roscommon. 

Rev. .T. Tomlin, I •ivcrpool. 

Rev. .1. Cordeaux, Liverpool. 

Rev. Ur. Byrth, Liverpool. 

Rev. II, W. Jones, Loughor, S. Wales. 
Rev. H. E. Prior, I.ucan. 

Rev. W. W. Ewbank, Liverpool. 

Rev. S. .V. Walker, Gallo, Meath. 
Rev. I’rofessorCoiieys, Dublin,! Irish). 
Rev. W. Mclhvaine. Belfast. 


CONGREGATIONAL CHAPELS. 


Barnsbury Chapel, Islington 
Battersea 


( ^l. Rev. Joseph Huy, Arbroath. 

C E. Rev. Jonathan Edmondson, Jamaica. 

S M. Rev. .1. Watson, Edinburgh. 

E. Ucv. C. M. Birrell, Liverpool. 
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Bishopsgate, City 
Chapel-street. Soho 

Claremont Chapel, reiitonville 
ClaylamU Chapel, Clapliam . 
Craven Cha[>el, Marlboro’-street 
Finchley Chapel . 

Hackney, St. Thoma3’s-s<|uarc 
Holloway Chapel 
Holywell Mount, Slioretliteh 
Ne'v-court Chapel, Carey-street 
Orange-street, Leieester sijuare 

Patldin-jton Chajtel 

Poultry Chaiwl, City . 

Spa-lielils Chapel 
Trinity Chaj>el, Johii-slreet, Ivlge 
ware-road 

I’pper-strect, Islington . 

Weigh House, Fish-street Hill 
Wyclid'e Chapel, Co.nimercial-roail 
Walworth, ^'o^k-roall . 

Vork-road, Lambeth 


Camberwell, (Dr. .Stcane's) . 
Devonshire-stjuarc, liishopstrate 
Eagle-street, Red Lioa-si|u8re 
Hackney, (Dr. Cox's) . 
Henrietta-street, Regent-»f|uare 
Lslington-green 

K* pp*d-street, Russell-«i|uarc 
Lewishnni-road, Cireenwich 
Mazt-pond, Southwark 


M. Ucv. Dr. Skinner, America. 

( M. Rev. A. 11. Van Zandt, America. 
( E. Rev. W. 1.. Thornloii, Didsbury. 
) M. Rev. W. M. Uuiitiiig, I.tmdon. 
i E. Rev. A. Tidman, Loiiilon. 



M. 

Rev 

. Dr. Rafflfs, Liverpool. 


M. 

Rev 

. Dr. Jleecher, America. 

t 

E. 

Rev 

. Dr. Jl, Cox, Americn. 


-M. 

Rev- 

. Dr. Krskiue Mason, America. 


M. 

Rev. 

. Jolm (ircer, Duliliii. 

< 

E. 

Rev. 

. Dr. Cunmiiiiix. I.omlon. 


-M. 

Rev, 

. Dr. Wttrtlluw, (ihL-s^ow. 


M. 

Rev. 

. Ci. D. Abbott, Anifrica. 

( 

E. 

Rev. 

Tobias .''jiiftT, America. 


1'.. 

Rev. 

James l*rin;;b', Newea'-ilc. 


M. 

Rev. 

J. IJ. .Merwiii, .VtntTi»*a. 

1 

E. 

Rev. 

\V. Itevan, l.iverpool. 

♦ 

M. 

Rev. 

J. Davis, Denton. 

t 

E. 

Rev. 

l*rof. I.oriiiicr, l.omlon. 

) 

AI. 

Rev. 

Dr. -Mnsjie, Muncln -iter. 


E. 

Ditti). 


M. 

Rev. 

S. I.iikf, (’ht-.nT. 


M. 

Rev, 

. r.. N. Kirk, Ibiwttm. 

( 

I'.. 

Rev, 

. Dr. 1 r\Mrk, Dublin. 

V 

M. 

Rev. 

, ll.r.V'.on lliutbiT, Dulilin. 

( 

1 .. 

Rev. 

, ^Ir. M’l.etin, l.ilinbur.*)!. 

\ 

M. 

Rev. 

. Dr. i'i'tx, Ainerira. 

( 

E. 

Rev 

. Dr. Kin 

1 

AI. 

Rev. 

, C. I*o'i.ruv, Anu ri''.'!. 

t 

E. 

Rev. 

K. .\. Kirk, Anu ricn. 

) 

•M. 

Rev. 

.jauu -: Fb'tfiin.', I.:inca.st<r. 

1 

E. 

I )uto. 

V 

AI. 

iJcv. 

, Dr, l*ct k, A miTica, 

t 

i;. 

K c V, 

K. Mji**''.in)on, DulJm. 

SI 

( H.APE 

I.S. 

) 

Al. 

Rev. 

fieorj^o Johnston, K<linbnr;’h, 

t 

E. 

Rev. 

Prolessor 1.41 llar|H‘, (fcneva. 

s 

AI. 

Rev. 

Dr. Clunie, -Manrhesfer. 

t 

E. 

Rev. 

i*ba^rellu^ Cburrb, Ainenrn. 

s 

AI. 

Rev. 

Dr. r.kon, Americi. 

t 

E. 

Rev. 

S. C. I'ornroy, Amerira. 

i 

AI. 

Rev. 

.1. An.,oll James, Ibrminglinm. 

t 

E. 

Rev. 

Dr. Wanllaw, (i|:is.;ow. 

s 

AI. 

Rev, 

T. Hopkins, Arm rii'a. 

t 

E. 

Rev. 

(j. Dnrkcii, Ifainburub. 

s 

M. 

Rev. 

J. .Main, Mijsselbiir^li. 

t 

E. 

Rev. 

Jo'3i‘j»b May, Arbn ath. 

s 

AI. 

Rev. 

ArcbibiM Jack, North >sliielfls. 

t 

E. 

Rev. 

Dawson MeulluT, Dublin. 


AI. 

Rev. 

K. Afnlrcvv*, Ainerini. 

s 

•AI. 

Rev. 

J. (’. Lepnington, IJvcrpool. 

t 

E. 

Rev. 

'I'hos. 
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Sliukespcare’s-walk, Shadwell 
Vernon Chapel, Pentonville . 


K. Rev. E. Andrews, Anierica. 
^ M. Rev. 15. M‘Afec, Belfast. 

I E. Rev. Dr. Baird, America. 


City-road 

Deverell-strcct, Southwark 
Dartford 
Hackney 
Hackney-road 

Hindc-slreet, ]\Iam’hester-6i|uare 
Horsefcrry-road 
Jewin-street, Aldersgale 

King's-cross 

Lambeth 

Liverpool-road 

I.imchouse, Three Colt-street 

Milton-street, Dorset-square . 

Qucen’s-street, Lincoln's-inn 

St. George’s, East 

Southwark .... 

Spital fields .... 

Stoke Newington . 

Sloane-tcrrace 

Walworth .... 


Rev. Professor Brown, D.D., Aber¬ 
deen. 

Rev. Dr. Raffles, Liverpool. 

Rev. W. Gibson, Belfast. 

Rev. A. W. Knowles, Linlithgow. 
Rev. Geo. Scott, Aberdeen. 

Ditto. 

Rev. W. Livcscy, America. 

Rev. John Greer, Dublin. 

Rev. G. Webber, America. 

Rev. C. Cook, Lausanne. 

Rev. .1. Boyd. Belfast. 

Rev. D. M'Afec, Belfast. 

Rev. ('. Galpin, America. 

Rev. W. France, X’aisley. 

Rev. J. Mann, Slusselburgh. 

Rev. J. Johnston, Tully Ash. 

Rev. Dr. .S. Bates, Ghu'gow. 

Rev. W. Bevan, Liverpool. 

Rev. Dr. Peck, .America. 

Rev. Dr. lirwick, Dublin. 

Rev. Dr. Emory, America. 

Rev. G. B. Kidd, Scarborough. 

Rev. John T. Brown, Livcrjtool. 
Rev. Professor La Harpe, Geneva. 
Rev. A. T. Hopkins, America. 

Rev. Dr. Olin, .America. 

Rev. Dr. Buchanan, Glasgow. 

Rev. Ph. Church, America. 

Rev. W. M'Clure, Derry. 

Rev. J. Bruce, Liverpool. 

Rev. W. Anderson, Loanhead. 

Rev. Thomas Scales, Leeds. 

Rev. T. P. Bull, Newport Pagnell. 
Rev. C. Cook, Lausanne. 

Rev. M. Richey, Canada. 

Rev. Dr. Dempster, America. 

Rev, A. B. Van Zandt, America. 
Rev. A. W. Knowles, Linlithgow. 
Rev. E. Cornwall, Newcastle. 


WESLEYAN CHAPELS. 


c 

< M. 

s .AL 
t E. 

$ Al. 
t E. 

X M. 
f E. 

SK- 

E. 
i M. 

I E. 

i M. 
t E. 
i M. 
( E. 

S ^E 
t E. 
t M. 
i E. 
i M. 
i E. 
$ M. 
i E. 

{ JL 

S K 

i M. 

t E. 

S M. 
( E. 

< M. 
i E. 
V M. 


PRESBYTERIAN CHAPELS. 


Albion Chapel . . . • | 

Chclsea,George-slreet,'Sloane-stitinro M. 
Crown-court . . ' ^ e' 

Finsbury, Finshury-circus . . M. 


Rev. A. Thomson, Edinburgh. 

Rev. AV. M. Macgill, Glasgow. 
Rev. Dr. Cunningham, Edinburgh. 
Rev. N. M‘Leod, Dalkeith. 

Rev. Dr. Pressley, America. 

Rev. E. Cornwall, Newcastle. 
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Greenwich. 

John Knox, Stepney 

Marylebone, 1' pper Ci eorge-street, 
Edgeware-roud . . . . 

Oxenden Chapel, Coventry-streec . 

Regent-square . . . . 

River-terrace, Islington 

St. Andrew’s, Swallow-street 

Well-street. 

l^'oolwich. 


Uev. J. S. Taylor, (Jliisgow, 

Rev. Dr. Smyili, Cilasgow. 

Rev. Professor Rrown, Aberdeen, 
Rev. Dr. Ruelianaii, (i]a<ir«>w. 
t^iii I'Vench) Rev. Adolptic Alonod, 
Aloiitaulmn. 

Rev. Dr. Patton, \ew ^'ork. 

Rev. Dr. Robson, Gbe^guw. 

Rev. Dr. jNPKarlan, Glasgow. 

Rev, Win. Symington, D.U. Glasgow. 
Rev. Dr. S. Hates, Glasgow. 

Rev. Dr. Patton, Atuericu. 

Rev. R. Fislier, Scotland. 

Rev. IV. Leitch, Mouimuil, Cupar. 
Rev. J. Kerr, Alnwick. 

Rev. J. S. Taylor, (ilasgow. 

Rev. Dr. Henderson. CiliL-igovv. 

DtUo. 


{: 


S .M. 
i K. 
E. 
M. 
A. 

E. 

S M. 
( K. 

V JI. 
I A. 

M. 
i M. 
IK. 
t -M. 
i E. 

^ M. 
t E. 


WESLEVAX 
Charlotte-street, Islington 
Gee-street, Goswcll-street 


ASSOCt AT ION (HA TEES. 

I M. Uev. .lames MoIincaUK. 

( E. Uev. U. (,'licster, Wiiiefonl. 
t -M. Uev. Jniiifs Ward, Liverpool. 

( E. Uev. \\ . I’uUerson, Mniiche.strT. 


GERMAN. 


Leman-street, Goodman’s-fields 
Little Alie-street, Goodman’s-fields 


Savoy, Strand 



M. 

M. 

M. 


Uev. Mr. Treviramus, liremen. 

Uev. Mr. Kuiit/e, Berlin. 

Uev. Or. O. G. Barlli, CaUv, Wur- 
teinberg, Germany. 


FUENCH. 


*^°Grend j Hev. Charles Baup, Vevey 


BIBLE CHRISTIAN CHAPELS. 


Ebcneier Chapel, Old-?treet-road, 
City-road . . . . . 

Queen-street Chapel, New-cut, Lam¬ 
beth 


^ M, Rev, W. Patterson, Manchester. 

( K. Rev.Uames Thorne, Sbebbear, Devon, 
f M, Rev. James Thorne. 

' K. Rev. Francis Martin, Newport, Isle of 
Wight. 


It need only be added, that when the (]uestion was asked, What 
were the subjects on which tlic Brethren were particularly e.x. 
pected to preach on this occasion ? the answer was di.stinctly {jiven, 
in conformity with the circulars above inserted, that—while each 
Minister was left at full liberty to follow his own judgement— 
the desire and purpose from the first had been, that advantage 
should be taken of this interc.sting and singular opportunity, to 
preach' the Gospel of the grace of God, the Gonimon Salvation, 
with the greatest plainness, and fulness, and earnestness. It was 
hoped that many would be present, who had never been accustomed 
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to hear it. It was, therefore, desired, that, on that Sabbath, more 
especially, the Gospel should be so clearly and fully set forth, that, 
if such persons .should he present, it would be their own fault if they 
did not learn the way of salvation. And, from all accounts, there 
was reason to hope, that a special blessing attended the Ministra¬ 
tions of that day. 

One circumstance more should be mentioned, in connexion with 
that Sabbath. In conformity with the suggestion which had been 
throw'n out, in such a truly Christian spirit, by the llev. Thomas 
Ilinney. and to which the Hon. and Kev. B. AV. Noel had so cor¬ 
dially re.sponded fseo pp. 151, 152), the Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Stipjier was administered in St. John’s Chapel, Bedford Row, at 
eight o'clock in the morning ; when about one hundred and fifty of 
the Brethren, of various Denominations, and from different countries, 
attended; and thus—while they commemorated together the dying 
love of their Redeemer—they acknowledged one another as “ very 
members incorporate in the mystical Body of Christ, which is 
the blessed company of all faithful people.” 



FIFTH DAY— Avgust 24th. 


MORNING SESSION. 


Rev. Thomas Scalks moved, and Rev. Dr. Lkifciiild se¬ 
conded, 

“ That the Kov. l>r. \V. Symington preside over the Devotionnl Kxereises." 

Carried. 

The Brethren then sung part of 102iid Psalm, .Scotch ^’ersion. 

The Chaik.man read Ephesians iv. 

Rev. Octavius Winslow engaged in praver. 

After xs-hich the 147th Fsidin, Scotch Version, was sunii. 

And Rev. Dr. PiiF.ssi.i’y eng.aged in jiraver. 

Tlie C11AIK.MAN. —After.the exanijile of some that have occupied 
tlie Chair, I liope you will allow me to give expression to the joy I 
feel in mating .so many Brethren from diHerent parts of the 
IVorld. .\nd now, after the .services of the .Sahhuth. we have met 
to r«iew our deliherations. IVe Impe they will he comieclcd with 
the same forbearance and brotherly love which liave hitiierlo pre- 
vailed amongst us. It must strike every individual, that the great 
movement which is going forward at present meets exactly the 
state of things in the minds of Christians at large. The very cir- 
cuiii.stance, that so many individnahs have met, at the very ^rst 
summons, from so iiiany fpiarters, shows, that there was existing in 
the breasts of Christians, a feeling of impatience at being restrained 
within their own narrow circles, and a panting after more extensive 
communion and fellowship. Nothing can more prove this, than 
that, upon the first suggestion being raised, so many, from such 
distant quarters, should rush at once into fraternal embraces. Yet 
I may lie permitted to drop one single word of caution, of which 
there is very great need, f think, such have been the manifesta- 
tinns of the Lord's lovingkindne.ss and mercy towards us, that we 
have.great need to beware of magnifying, unduly, the Institution 
we have now formed. W hen a man has attained an idiject, he is 
exceedingly apt to injure it by making too much of it. We serve 
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a jealous God, who will not give Ilis glory to another, or H is 
praise to graven images. 

1 wish, therefore, to drop a single word of caution, which is, that 
we make not an idol of the Evangelical Alliance. We are in dan¬ 
ger, I think, of doing .so: but, in every case in which any of God’s 
people are guilty of idolatry, God docs one of two things;—He 
either removes the idolatry, or destroys the idol. If we wish, 
therefore, the Institution to subserve the great end that we have 
contemi)lated in bringing it into existence, we must not bring the 
displeasure of God uj)on it, by making too much of it—by erect¬ 
ing it into a substitute for His Church, or by relying too much on 
its principles. We must glory onlt/ in the Lord: and we must 
profit by the circumstances that occurred, under the Old Testament 
dispensation, regarding the Brazen Serpent, That tvas made by 
God’s appointment; but when the people of Israel began to burn 
incense unto it, God caused it to be broken in pieces, and it was 
called Nehushtan—a piece of brass. 

One word more: Let us bear in mind, that the centre of union 
to one another is union to the Lord Jesus Christ. The nearer we 
get to Him, the more close we get to each other ; the more im¬ 
plicitly we depend upon Him, the more we shall be drawn to one 
another; as the radii of a circle approximate to one another, in pro¬ 
portion as they approximate to the centre. 

Siu CiTELiNG Eabdley Smitu then took the Chair. 

The CiiAiu.MAN. —I would endeavour to bear in mind the \yarn- 
ing which our Kev. friend has just brought before us,—not to 
idolize the Institution with which we are connected. But there is 
a circumstance <»f which you must permit me to remind you. I do 
not know whether the Meeting have remembered the Anniversary 
on which we this day assemble. This is Saint Bartholomew’s day. 
A little less than three centuries ago, the streets of Paris, on this 
day, flowed with Protestant blood ; and a little less than two cen¬ 
turies ago, two thousand faithful Rlinisters of the Church in Eng¬ 
land were expelled from their cures, for those very principles 
which we meet to strengthen. May we not regard it as brought 
about by the Providence of God, that, on the Anniversary of these 
two events, we should he permitted, (as I trust by God's grace we 
shall), to complete the Basis of our Institution f In what I have 
said, I trust I have not deviated from the suggestions of the friend 
that preceded me : but I could not take the Chair without bring¬ 
ing the fact before you. 

Rev. W. Bevan then read the Minutes of the previous Session, 
which w’ero confirmed. 
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Rev. E. Mannering enquired, whether any more Members 
could be admitted ? On which subject some conversation arose, in 
which Rev. C. iM. Birrell, one of the Secretaries of tlie Xoiiii- 
nation Committee, Rev. W. Revan, and otiiers, took part; whence 
it appeared, that it hat! been deemed desirable to refuse all further 
applications, unless under very peculiar circumstances. 

The Chairman thought that those who were so late in their 
application should sulfer a little for it: but, when our tccunienical 
arrangements should be completed, it might be considered, whether 
the rule should be relaxed. 

Rev. Dr. IMassik was sorry to say, that the rules of the Con¬ 
ference had been violated by some parties who had attended, and 
that reports of the proceedings had been given in a newsjraper. 

On this point also some conversation aro.se, in which Rev. Dr. 
Massie, Rev. \V. Bevan, Rev. Dr. Byrth, Rev. Dr. F. A. Cox, 
Rev. W. Chalmers, Rev. T. Scabs, and other Gentlemen, took 
part. And it was suggested, that ar.y one, not being a IMember, 
who happened to Ite pre.sent. should take an opportunity of quietly 
withdrawing as soon as possible. 

The Chairman.— I wish to read a communication, which dot's 
as much honor to the writer a.s it will give pleasure to you. 

“ Sin CcLl-i.VG,—On reflection, 1 great'.y regret that 1 gate any rfiVi/nVio'i.* of 
different views of Baptism; and I still more regret, t lat I .luotetl an expression 
which was felt to be offensito, when replying to ',ie opinion *hnt ‘ our Kighlh 
.\rticle is necessary in encountering the errors of I’nporv.’ 

“ In other respects, I have not lictcctcd any flaw in niy argument. 

“ I remain, .Sir fulling, 

'• Very respectfully yours, 

“ J.'MfA Honv.” 

You will agree with me, that such a communication does him 
the greatest credit. 

Rev. Dr. Steane.— I have to report, that the following Reso¬ 
lution has been adopted by the Busine.ss Committee, and has 
received the full concurrence of the General Arrangement Com¬ 
mittee :— 

“That, while it would have gratified the Committee to comply with the suggestion 
of the Rev. Thomas Binncy, to hold a Social Meeting, they regret that the 
amount of business, yet requiring the attention of the Conference, is so great, 
as to render it undesirable, in their judgement, to interrupt its deliberations at 
|he present stage of the proceedings." 

Rev. T. Binney. —I believe that it will occasion general disap¬ 
pointment ; but we must submit. 

Hon. and Rev. Baptist W. Noki. —Could not that Meeting, 
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which I believe is of the first importance, especially at this time,— 
a Meeting which is for the promotion of Union, and the knowledge 
of each other,—be held during some evening before the Conference 
breaks up ? 

Ilev. Dr. Massib. —So far as the Arrangement Committee are 
concerned, they hope to have such an opportunity; but it cannot 
take place at present. 

Rev. J. A. Jambs. —It will depend on the expedition with 
which we go through our remaining business. I take the oppor¬ 
tunity to submit, that there should be, if possible, le.ss of dis¬ 
cussion—and I will venture to call it, trifling discussion—than has 
sometimes occurred. I hope our Brethren will recollect, that u-e 
have arrived at the commencement of the third week in which 
some of us, morning, noon, and night, have been engaged in this 
work. IMany will be obliged to leave the lUetropolis about the 
middle of this week. Considering, therefore, the business we have 
to go through it is indispensable, that, if the work is to be com- 
pletcd, or coni^ etod by any thing more than a fragment of the 
Conference!, it should be done wit' as much celerity as is com¬ 
patible w'tb doing it well. 

The CiiAiBMAN. —We will now resume the consideration of the 
Ninth Article. 

Rev. Dr. VI KANT then re.-d he Ninth Article. 

“ The lininortii'iity of tiio Soul, the Resurrection of the Body, the Judgement of 
the World by our Lord Jescs Christ, with the Eternal Bles3ednes»of the 
Righteous, and the Eternal l^'inishmer ' the Wicked.” 

The Chairman suggestc’ that it seemed desirable, after the 
long discussion uhe Article -ad undergone, as far as possible, to 
avoid long speeches. 

Rev. Dr. Byrth suggested, with deference to the Chairman, 
that no discussion at all be entered into. Being perfectly satisfied 
with the decision which the majority had come to, he could not see 
any advantage in opening such a discussion again. Therefore, 
having occupied so much time on this point, and tried so much 
their patience, he would make that, if they pleased, a substantive 
proposition. 

Rev. Dr. Leifchied. —Can such a Resolution be received ? I 
have been one of that large class, to whom (if I were not of them) 
I .should move a vote of thanks—one of the patient listeners to 
observations on various topics; and I have given way, repressing 
my own desires to say something, that my Brethren might have 
liberty to speak. I have thought of that passage in the Epistle of 
James, “ Be not many masters,”—“ Let every man be swift to 

M 2 
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hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath ; for the wrath of man workcth 
not the righteousness of Gotl.” 

I do not regret the discussions that have taken place; although 
I think the distinction has not been duly kept in view, between 
the truth of the Article proposed to be admitted, and the pro¬ 
priety of its admission. iVIany may hold the Artich- to be true; 
and if it were not true, I would not subscribe it; I could not con¬ 
sent to the admission of any Article which I did not believe to be 
true; and if one had been carried, I must have retired; because I 
will burn the incense of Christian love only at the shrine of Re¬ 
vealed Truth. But when an Article, admitted (o be true, is jiro- 
posed to be one of the Articles of the Basis, it becomes a different 
question ; there may be a difference of opinion. When that has 
been argued, if the majority decide that it is j)roper to be admitted, 
and we all admit it to l)e true, I bow to that authority. It is a 
very different thing to object to /Ac propriet)/ of the admis.iion of an 
Article, and to object to its truth. I wish it to go forth, that those 
who have objected to the Ninth .Article have admitted the truth of 
all that it asserts. Dr. Byrth himself declared that. Let it not be 
supposed, that those who have questioned the projiriety of inserting 
certain Articles, have questioned tlieir truth. 1 thought it neces¬ 
sary to make that distinction, e.specially on account of our Foreign 
Brethren. I recall that expression. Our Brethren from Foreign 
Countries;—“ No more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citi- 
zens with the saints, and of the household of God —Brethren of 
the Alliance. But I have thought it due to them, that they should 
have an opportunity of expressing their sentiments fully: and glad 
I am that they have done so; and not only that they have ex¬ 
pressed their sentiments to the Assembly, but we have been 
favoured with listening to them on the jm.st Sabbath. I think, one 
happy effect of the Alliance has been the bringing them over to us, 
to speak of the things they have beard—to declare unto us the great 
things of God. But we have some delicate points of <li.scnssion 
still, and we have heard enough on both sides of this question. I 
think, if our Brethren would Ite kind enough to forbear, and let us 
bring our minds to a decision, the sooner we go to the vote the 
better. But you need be under no fears from fair discussion ; that 
has Ireen my opinion all along ; we shall come right at hist; you 
need, therefore, be under no anxiety. But if we come to a decision 
at once, it would facilitate other business. 1 perceive so much of 
the jiower of God in the movement, that I have not the slightest 
fear of any discussion whatever. If anything should be said that 
would require forgiveness it would only show the strength of 
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Christian principle, in freely and fully forgiving any thing of 
the kind. 

Rev. Dr. F. A. Cox suggested, that, while it was undoubtedly in the 
power of every iiidiviflual to object to an Amendment, and to enter 
on discussion, the intimation of the Chair should be regarded, and 
that Gentlemen should not speak at great length, or unnecessaril . 
But he could not submit to the idea that discussion was to be 
precluded, or Amendments refused. 

A. C. Dunlop, Esq., had come to support the withdrawal of 
the Eighth and Ninth Articles; but the speeches he had heard, and 
the arguments used by Mr. Bickersteth and Dr. Cox, had convinced 
him, that we were not in a position to draw a line, that should 
embrace all God’s people, and exclude only those excluded by 
Him. 

The Chairman, having been appealed to, could not rule that 
there should be no speeches, but urged again the importance 
of brevity. 

The Conference then proceeded to the discussion of Amendments 
upon the Ninth Article. 

Rev. Dr. Stkane. —The first Amendment is moved by the 
Rev. R. S. Hutchinson, and is to the effect to leave out the clause, 
“the Immortality of the Soul,” from the Ninth Article. 

A Member. —1 submit, that we should hear all the Amend¬ 
ments read. I might vote for the third in preference to the first, 
and prefer the first to the Article as it now stands. 

Rev. Dr. Steane. —IMr. Pryce has given notice of an Amend¬ 
ment, which he has withdrawn. 

Dr. S. then read the whole of the proposed Amendments. 

Rev. R. S. Hutchinson rose simply to start an enquiry as to 
the Scriptural correctness of the phrase, “the Immortality of the 
Soul,”—not, however, to question the sentiment intended to be 
conveyed. 

Rev. T. Binney took the same view, and seconded the Amend¬ 
ment. He should prefer the term, “P'uture Life.” 

After some remarks from Rev. W. W. Ewbank, and Mr. Bost, 
of Paris, the Motion was put and negatived. 

The Chairman wished to know, whether, when he received 
letters accompanying the withdrawal of an Amendment, he should 
read them ? His own impression was, that he should not. 

In this the Meeting concurred. 

Rev. Dr. Stkane. —The second Amendment, Mr. Pryce’s, ia 
withdrawn. 
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Rev. Dr. F. A. Cox then moved,— 

‘•That, after the words, ‘Lord Jesus Christ,’ the words following added, ‘and 
finally, the important truth, that the wicked shall go into everlasting punish¬ 
ment, but the righteous into life eternal.’" 

It appeared to him, that it would save many difticulties, and prevent, 
perhaps, the suggestion of many amendments; it might tend to 
harmonize all feelings, if we were to insert, as the latter clause 
of this Article, the very words of the .Scriptures. 

Rev. J. Preston seconded the Amendment. 

Rev. Dr. Bunting thought we had ourselves decided, after a 
very long and serious discussion, that all opinions on the subject 
were not to be harmonized by this Alliance. We were committed, 
by the solemn vote of the previous evening, in utter opposition 
to tho.se who deny the strict and proper eternity of future puni.sh- 
ment. We were committed against that sentiment; and why 
should we evade the difticulty } ^Vhen we hud agreed, so de¬ 
liberately, honestly, and prayerfully, on all sides, on the Articles 
which were to form a Basis of l.^nion, we ought not to render 
those Articles of none effect, by explanations or expressions which 
made this statement go for nothing,—as if it were never intended 
to bind men to a specific meaning. 

Rev. Dr. Morison wished the Conference to adopt their own 
term, that there might be no doubt about their meaning. 

After some remarks from Ilev. Drs. Patterson and Cunningham, 
and P. D. Hardy, Esq., the .\meiidment was withdrawn. 

Rev. G. B. Kinn moved the next Amendment: — 

“That, in the last clause,after the word, ‘Eternal,’ there be substituttsi, ‘Exclusion 
of the Wicked from it.”’ 

He supported this at some length. 

The Chair.m,vn. —The Amendment has not been seconded. 
Therefore, it falls to the ground. 

Rev. Dr. Steane.— I have a new Amendment, given in by .Mr. 
Kuntze, of Berlin. The Germans wish to .state publicly their 
concurrence in the Eight Articles, and propose an Amendment to 
the Ninth. They wish that it may be expressed in the.He worths— 
the Resurrection of the Body, the Judgement <»f the World by 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and Life Everlasting. 

The Chairman.— I cannot regard it as coming from the German 
Brethren; but from Mr. Kuntze. 

Bev. E. Kuntze not being in the rotim, the consideration of 
the Amendment was deferred. 

Rev, Dr. Steane. —The next Amendment is by the Rev. S. A. 
Walker:— 
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" That the fifth point of the Ninth Article be omitted—the Eternal Punishment of 
the Wicked.” 

Rev. S. A. Walker, after a few remarks, and the expression 
of his earnest desire to promote and maintain the spirit of peace 
and love, requested permission to withdraw his Amendment. 

Rev. Dr. S. H. Cox seconded the withdrawal of the Amendment; 
which was, therefore, agreed to. 

Rev. F. W. Gotch moved the next Amendment—to substitute 
the word, “ dead,” for the word, “ body.” “ The Resurrection of 
the dead,” was the Scriptural phrase. 

Rev. W. W. Ewbank seconded the Amendment, as more 
Scriptural. 

Rev. SI. RicheV, of Canada, thought the term, “body,” was 
equally Scriptural, and referred to Phil. iii. 21, and 1 Cor. xv. 35. 

Rev. Dr. Wardlaw had no objection to the substitution of 
dead for body. The only reason for retaining the word body 
was, that it stood in contradistinction to the word soul. “ The 
Immortality of the Soul —the Resurrection of the Body.” I think 
it is better as it is. 

Rev. Dr. De Witt considered the retention of the phrase, “the 
Resurrection of the Body," as of great importance, with reference to 
speculations now afloat on this subject, which he considered very 
deleterious. 

Hon. and Rev. Baptist Noel referred to 1 Cor. xv. 35, &c., 
in support of the same view. 

After some remarks from Rev. T. Scales, Rev. W. W. Ewbank, 
Mr. Justice Crampton, A. C. Dunlop, Esq., Rev. Dr. S. H. Cox, 
Rev. W. Bevan, Rev. E. W. Caulfield, and Rev. Dr. Jenkyn, the 
Amendment was put and negatived. 

Dr. Blackwood moved,— 

“That, for the words, ‘tlie Eternal Blessedness of the Righteous, and the Eternal 
Punishment of the Wicked,’ the words following be substituted—‘the Eternal 
Punishment of the Wicked, .md the Eternal Blessedness of the Righteous.’” 
He briefly stated his reasons for preferring the Amendment. 
He thought it more pleasing to end with the idea of Everlasting 
Blessedness, and more in accordance with Matt. xxv. 46. 

Rev. C. M. Birrell seconded the Amendment. 

Rev. W. W. Ewbank would Just read a text:—“And shall 
come forth, they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life, 
and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.’' 
(John V. 29.) 

After some remarks from Rev. Dr. Massie, Hon. and Rev. 
B, W. Noel, Rev. W. Arthur, Rev. Pharcellus Church, Rev. E. 
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Bickersteth, Rev. J. Preston, Rev. Dr. S. H. Cox, (who argued 
strongly against any alteration being made,) Rev. Dr. Patterson, 
Rev. P. La Trobe, Rev. T. JMortinier, and others, tlie Amend¬ 
ment was put, and negatived. 

Rev. E. KrsTZE moved the next Amendment;— 

“ That the form of the Ninth Article be as follows—‘ The Kosiirr.-. lion of the Body, 
the Judgement of the World by our Lord .lesus Christ, and Life Everlasting.’ ” 

Rev. HI. Bonnet seconded this Amendment. 

Rev. W. AV. Ewbank and Rev. B. W. Noel suggested, that 
this disctission was out of order, as taking up points again which 
had already been disposed of. 

Rev. Dr. Bitnting. —I think, in this discussion, and especially 
on this point, the last Article, No. !), we are in some danger of 
mistake; as if the doctrines we intend to athnn, be they what they 
may, rest on a single text—the Lust verse of Matt. xxv. Now, 
I believe nothing on the grotmd of that verse, which, according 
to my own humble judgement, I ilo not find in many, many other 
passages of .Scripture. I think, therefore, it is not just and right 
to form our Article, whatever it shall ultimately be, by reference 
to one verse, as if we looked at no other, which, yet, is equally 
clear, and, certainly, equally commanding and authoritative. The 
way to get up to truth, generally, is not to rest on one isolated 
text, but to look at ditferent passages of .Scripture that hear on 
the same point, and thus to derive /Vow ///r irliolc the impression 
which it is intended to make. I am for the Original Motion. 

Rev. P. L.4 Thobe, rvith reference to the case of the (iernian 
Brethren, referred to that most venerable of all Confessions, the 
Confession of Augsburg, and read the Seventeenth Article. “ AVe 
also teach, that our Lord Jesus Christ will, .at the last day. come 
to judgement, and will raise all tlie dead. To the elect, and be¬ 
lievers lie will give eternal life and everlasting joy. But wicked 
men and devils He will condemn to hell and everlasting jmnish- 
ment. AVe, therefore, disappntve of those who teach, tliat devils 
and damned men shall not have eternal pain and anguish.” lie 
thought that, professing to assent to this most venerable Confession of 
faith, our dear friends from the Continent would not think this Con¬ 
ference was going too far, in maintaining the .same jioint. He said 
this with great respect and sympathy for the feelings of dear 
Brethren on the Continent. He would ask them not to be 
scrujlulous on this subject. If they received it in that Confession, 
they might receive the statement proposed to be put forth by the 
Conference. lie hoped, that something like an unanimous vote 
would be arrived at, and, above all, that there could not bo one 
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individual who would withdraw from this Alliance, or withhold 
his concurrence in the Doctrinal Basis, in consequence of the 
retention of this Article. 

The Amendment was then put, and negatived. 

R. A. M‘Fif 3, Esq., proposed the following Amendment:— 

“That, after the word ‘wicked,’ the words, ‘who finally reject the mercy of God 
our Saviour,’ be added.” 

P. D. Haudy, Esq., seconded it. 

Rev. T. Binney. —I ask, will these words include those who, 
“sinning without law,” never have had an opportunity of rejecting 
the Gospel.!* There will be a great number of those, who “perish 
without law.” 

Rev. Dr. VVaudeaw _The remark I was about to make has 

been made by Mr. Binney. This alteration will limit the Article 
to those who have heard the Gospel. 

The Amendment was then j)ut, and negatived. 

Rev. T. Binney. —I object to the phrase, the Immortality of 
the Soul. I think, what Christianity means is, the Immortality 
of Man ; it is man that is to be immortal, through the Gospel. 
I .should prefer the phrase, “Future Life,” instead of “ Immortality 
of the Soul.” 

Rev. F. Tuckf-r seconded the Amendment. 

Rev. Dr. F. A. Cox having qyeslioned, whether it were in order 
to bring up this Amendment,—and Rev. Dr. Brown, Rev. J. 
Beecham, and Rev. A. Munro, having m.ado .some observations 
in opposition to it,—the Amendment was put, and negatived. 

The Ninth Article was then submitted, and adopted. 

The Chairman. —I am anxious to know, whether our friends 
will proceed to vote on the Articles of the Basis as now passed ? 
Or are we to go to the explanatory clauses which follow the Ninth 
Article ? Are we to take the explanatory clauses first, and then 
the Articles, with that clause, together ? 

Rev. G. Osborn.— The Articles and the explanatory clauses form 
one Resolution. 

A. C. Dunlop, Esq.—The Ninth Article has passed a second 
reading: may I ask if the Eighth Article is to go through a second 
reading ? 1 was absent on Saturday, when it was discussed. If 

I had been present, I would have moved an Amendment. What 
I mean to projiose now is— 

The Chairman. —I cannot have the substance stated, till it is 
determined whether it shall be taken up. I will endeavour to 
express my opinion. The Ninth Article has been taken a second 
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time, for this reason ; an Amendment was moved by Dr. Byrth 
against the whole of the Ninth Article, and it was determined, that 
he should have priority. The discussion, having hegun, was allowed 
to be completed. 'W'e then went through the Article.s seriatim. 
Is the discussion on the Eighth Article to be re-opened ? 

A. C. Dunlop, Esq.—I was not about to prc.>s the discussion: 
if a suggestion meets with the approbation of the Rleeting, it will 
then pass. I find in the Eighth Article an expression— 

Rev. Dr. Buchanan. —I beg to suggest, that, if it be permitted 
to my friend Mr. Dunlop to raise a question on the Eighth, it will 
be impossible to deny a similar liberty as to other Articles which 
have passed. I, therefore, put it, as a point of order, whether this 
is admissible? 

Rev. T. Binnev. —The proposition has not been seconded, that 
there should be, nine Articles. 

Tlie Chaih-man.— I am obliged to rule, that it is not orderly to 
go through the nine again. 

Rev. Dr. Beau.mont. —Is it open to me to pnqrose an alteration 
in the order of the Articles ? 

The Chairman. —Will our friend write down his notice, and 
give it to the Secretaries ? 

Rev. Dr. Steane then read the stipplementary clause; — 

“It being, however, distinctb understood;—First, that this brief Summary is not 
to be regarded as, in any strict or proper sense, a freed or Confession:— 
Secondly, that the selection of cert.iin tenets, with the omission of others, is 
not to be held as implying, th.it the former constitute the whole body of im¬ 
portant Truth, or that the latter arc unimportant;—Thinlly, th.at, in reference 
even to the selected tenet*, the .Summary in (juestion does not pretenti to ex¬ 
press them in the form of ilistinct propositions, such as would have l>een 
re<{uired if they had been made the subject of direct exposition:—and. 
Finally, that its adoption is not to )>c considered ns an assumption of the 
right authoritatively to define the limits of Christian brotherhood; but simpb 
as an indication of the class of persons, whom, on the whole, it is desirable to 
to embrace in the Alliance.” 

Dr. Cunningham moves,— 

“That all the words under clause Jirit be omitted. That in clause thinl, for the 
words, ‘ made the subject of direct exposition,’ the words, ‘ intended ns a>Crccd 
or Confession, be substituted.” 

* Rev. Dr. Cunninoua.m had a strong feeling, that we had lost 
a good deal of time in unprofitable discussion; but must say, as 
justifying a little more attention to this topic, that we had now 
got to the termination of what had been deliberately considered 
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by the Aggregate Committee. At this point they were stopped— 
after he had given notice of a Motion, the same as that now 

proposed_^by the discussion of the Ninth Article, which occupied 

the whole of Tuesday. The remaining part, therefore, of this 
paper had not been so deliberately considered; and, consequently 
might require somewhat more attention. Great importance was 
attached, by many friends of the Union over the country, to the 
explanation contained in this Supplement to the Basis. It was 
important to state what was meant by the Basis—what position it 
was intended to occupy. It was needful, in order to remove some 
■strong prejudices, that we should be explicit in excluding the idea, 
that it was intended to make this a Creed or Confession. It was 
not, properly speaking, a Creed or Confession; and it was im¬ 
portant that this should be distinctly set forth—both with reference 
to those who (like himself) maintained the value of such Con¬ 
fessions, and to those who altogether objected to them. 

He thought, also, that the alteration proposed would give a 
special prominence to the second clause—which ought to be made 
very prominent. 

While he valued very highly the testimony, (no doubt indefinite, 
to some extent,) which was given to great Evangelical Principles 
by this Basis, and the Articles introduced into it,—still, more must 
not be claimed for it, as a Testimony to Truth, than it was really 
entitled to. 

Having exj)lained, at some length, the grounds of the alteration 
proposed, he would be satisfied by removing doubts and difficulties; 
which he thought would be done by avoiding the assertion, that 
this Basis is, in some sense, a Creed or Confession,—an assertion 
to which, he thought, both the supporters of Creeds and Confessions, 
like himself, and the opponents of them, would have some objection. 
He wished to be exempted from the jiosition, that this was, in onif 
sense, a Creed or Confession; and thought our friends who opposed 
them ought to avoid the idea of its being, even by implication, a 
Creed or Confession. This, therefore, he trusted, would afford 
means for removing many conscientious difficulties. 

Rev. Dr. MonisoN rose, with much pleasure, to second this 
Amendment, for reasons very similar to those which ivere urged by 
Dr. Cunningham. He thought it was a relief to both parties,— 
to those who might not think Creeds desirable, and to those who 
did. The Amendment of Dr. Cunningham got rid of the difficulty 
on both sides. 

Rev. W. Sevan read the whole paragraph in the form into which 
it would be thrown. 
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Rev. E. Bickerstetii felt considerable difficulty as to that 
alteration. He thought, the real difficulties as to Creeds and Con¬ 
fessions were met by the word.«, “ not ax in any .strict or proper xense 
a Creed or Confession:” and difficulties on tlie other hand, also, 
were there met. He could not conceive how the words, “ hold and 
maintain,” could be anything but a Testimony to the Truth and a 
Confession of the Faith. And the real value of this whole Basis 
is, that it goes forth with these two views: “ With the heart 
man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession 
is made unto salvation.” We here testify what we believe to be 
true:—we confess with the mouth unto salvation. He was afraid 
lest we should weaken our statement. He slid intend it as his 
Creed and Confession. He held a great deal more truth than 
is contained in this Basis of Union ; but thought it went forth to 
the whole World as our Confession of great, vital, e.ssential Truths: 
and what was the worth of it, but in regard to our Confession of 
those Truths? 

Dr. H. F. Bl'rdkr had fears lest, from the wish to relieve the 
minds of thinking and discriminating Theologians, the result of 
what is proposed should be, to weaken the effect of the rvhole on 
the minds of the mass of the people. The distinction admitted 
would not be understood by Christians in general. They will s:iy, 
'Why have you given this specification of .Vrticles, uidess yam mean 
by it, that yon believe them? It is the same thing as if you put 
in, I believe.’ They will regard it in that light. In anything 
intended for the Christian World, we should ;iddress onr.selves to 
the plain understanding and the common sense of the jieople. 

The C11AIR.MAN hinted, that there are two senses of a Confession; 
—a Confession in the popular sense, and a Confession .secundum 
inlentionem. 

Rev. Dr. .S. H. Cox.—I am .sorry to differ from any whom I love, 
especially from those with whonr 1 usually agree. When I read 
the programme, which was sent out to us in America, with my 
Brethren,—we carefully read all the positions of the Eight Articles, 
with what precedes and is subjoined to them ; and ex anitno I said, 

I like them with all my heart. What is the function of this Basis? 
It is not to serve instead of an ordinary ecclesiastical Creed ; but 
what is its function? I consider it to he triplicate.—First, ns a 
Test of Admix.sion. OCcumenical as our Alliance is, 1 think it ought 
to guard the door. We may have sonic of Giileon’s army, to 
mynbers of whom we object. I would embrace the whole World, 
if the whole World would heartily “come in at the Door:" if they 
climb up some other way, the more the worse. I believe this is 
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the deep-felt sentiment of America. If we have an organization 
in the West, they will be careful whom they matriculate into this 
grand University of the Faith of Christ. We do not think to 
include all Christians : for if we did, what would become of nature's 
sweetest, best gift to man ? Are we going to exclude the Sister¬ 
hood ? I never thought we were going to make a law that would 
banish all the holy ladies in the universe: I would not belong 
to such a Union. But we want an Alliance, where we can under¬ 
stand one another, for brotherly conference. In this seme, if our 
Basis is not a Creed—(I do not mean in any strict or proper sense), 
wliat is it ? Quoad hoc, we intend it to be a Creed; so that no 
Jesuit can get in, without an apparatus for absolution for the sin 
that he intends to commit. We will not have him : if he comes 
in, (and we are exposed to his visits in America,) we wish to be 
able to say to him, “ Friend, how earnest thou in hither, not 
having on a wedding garment:” and if in no sense ,—and I submit 
this to the wisdom and intelligence of my honored brother. Dr. 
Cunningham,—if in no sense it is a Creed,—if that is the function 
of this production, which has taken up so much time, I submit, we 
never had a finer comment on the fine speech of Horace, that there 
is a parturition of mountains, and a mouse is born. It will not do 
at all. It would ruin our grand Alliance, if you should, by an 
explication, so weaken your glorious Basis, as to make a nose of 
wax of it. 

But I said, its functions were threefold. We must guard the 
door of admission. It ought to be remembered, that men are to be 
weighed as well as counted —that there is quality as well as quantity; 
—and quality there ought to be, wherever there are doors. 

The second function appears to be, that of a Bond of Union; 
and this is to be sanctified, so that when it leaves the earth it 
should go with saints to heaven. It is to be a Bond of Union. 

There is one more function, a Testimony to the World. We are 
to radiate the light and truth of God. I thought it was a most 
glorious consideration, that in so many things we could agree. It 
will give a moral power, which, I think, will enlighten the Nations, 
and let the World see, that we can stand here together on our 
grand platform as to things in which we agree, and have less 
regard, in our social relation, to the things in which we differ. 
Now, in that sense, and in no other, it is a Creed. Is there any 
danger that we shall make it a Creed in an Ecclesiastical sense, 
like that of Augsburg, or the Westminster Assembly ? It is not, 
in that sense, a Creed: but it is that which is to associate persons 
of such a class with us; and that class is well defined. 
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This appears to be the last function ; and, generally, I conclude 
by saying, that I bless God we are so near the consuniination of 
our Basis. I have reason to think we shall bless God hereafter. 
I believe that the annoiincement of what we have done will attract 
to one great centre all the Evangelical particles, tliat have at present 
been attracted elsewhere; and in this way you may hoar tidings 
of us reverberating across the Atlantic, which will make you love 
us more, and us you; and in this way advance those objects, 
philanthropic and benevolent, which unite all Christians in common 
love. 

Rev. Dr. Warulaw. —As a strict Congregationalist,—as be¬ 
longing to a Body that is generally considered, and justly considered, 
as stout opponents of Creeds and Confessions,—I may be allowed 
to say a single word. The truth is, my own objections to Creeds 
and Confe-ssions do not rest so much upon the principle of them, 
as upon what 1 conceive to be the evils that have actually arisen 
out of the abuses, to which they are almost necessarily liable. I do 
not object to the principle so much; because every Body that is 
associated together, must be associated upon the understanding of 
a Creed—whether it be a written Creed, or a Creed unwritten. 
I am satisfied of that. At the same time, I deprecate the idea of 
throwing out altogether the declaration, that it is not to be understood 
as a Creed and Confession,—because of the conscientious objection 
which prevails throughout the Body with which I stand connected. 
It would stumble their consciences, if it were going forth as a 
positive Creed or Confession, or understood to be such. I confess, 
with regard to the declaration of Dr. Cunningham, that in no xenxe 
is it to be understoorl as a Creed or Confession, 1 cannot go along 
with him; because I consider everything to be a Creed, that con¬ 
tains a declaration of Articles of Truth. I believe, in that general 
sense, it is a Creed. These Articles are Articles of Truth, which 
we believe, and by the faith of which we are associated. Our friend 
Dr. Cox happened to use a word incidentally (perhaps it may 
be introduced here) that would be satisfactory—that it is not to 
be understood, in any Ecclexiattical sense, as a Creed or Confession. 
Suppose that word were introduced, I think it would satisfy all 
parties. 

Rev. I. S. Taylor would read the third clause in this way: 
“that, in reference even to the selected tenets, the Summary in 
rpiestion does not pretend to express them in the form of distinct 
propositions, such as would have been required, if they had been 
intended as a full and methodical Creed or Confession of Faith.” 
It is not a full, methodical statement. But, as far as it goes, it is 
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an expression of onr joint views. He would, therefore, instead of 
“ Ecclesiastical sense,” say, a “ full and methodical Confession.” 

Rev. Dr. Bunting. —It appears, \ve are all substantially agreed 
on the question involved in this discussion. We are all agreed, that 
it is not intended to be, in a strict, formal. Ecclesiastical sense, a 
Creed or Confession,—and that it is expedient to affirm that. It is 
not a formal. Ecclesiastical Creed. Yet, we must guard against 
those evils to which Dr. Cox, of America, has so ably referred. 
You say, it is not intended to be a formal exposition. But it is 
intended for something ; and what it does intend, you ought to be 
careful in indicating, or adverting to. I am afraid to take the 
liberty of proposing anything that would retard our business : but 
it does appear to me, that it may be worth while to refer it to a 
Committee of live, to consider the various statements made; and 
they might so bring it up in the Evening Sitting, as to meet all 
the feelings expressed. If you do not consent to this, I think the 
alteration is dangerous, and I shall support the clause as it stands. 

I cannot open the door comfortably to so great an evil as leaving it 
to be understood, that we have no profession of our belief. I think 
this is necessary to the credibility of our Union, and to the efficiency 
of any operations, whether in testimony to the Truth, or in conjoint 
measures for the public good, to which we may hereafter agree. 
It must be Love in the Truth, or it is not the love that I, for one, 
should be prepared to profess. 

Rev. T. Scales. —1 sympathize with Dr. Bunting, and several 
friends who have spoken, in the fear, lest we shall be diluting that 
which is proposed as the Basis of our Union. Hereby we should 
do serious injury. I accord with what Dr. Burder said, in refer¬ 
ence to the light in which it will generally be viewed. If we take 
it in its popular sense, what is a Creed, but the things most 
assuredly believed amongst us ? What is a Confession, if it be not 
the honest avowal of our opinions ? I am not so afraid as many of 
introducing into our Basis, (which must be regarded as the bond of 
Union,) those points on ivhich we are conscientiously agreed. I 
should not object to Thirty-nine Articles, if we could as substan¬ 
tially agree upon them as upon those already carried. I think, our 
agreement will give us great advantage; and we shall be able to 
go forward, with better hope of success, in consequence of the 
agreement. Our friends from France will tell us, what an advan¬ 
tage it will give them; that it presents a refutation of the charge 
brought against Protestantism, on account of its divisions. “ You 
say, that you boast of one Rule of Faith; but you no sooner attempt 
to apply this, than you split into endless divisions.” But here you 
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have ail affirmative answer. We bow liunibly to tlie supreimu'v of 
the Holy Scriptures; we take them as our only Hule of Faitli; 
and we have found out jioints of agreement, without attempting to 
fabricate a Creed. We have, in comparing our honest opinions, 
brought out a Harmony of Confessions, such us, I wii! venture to 
affirm, has never been given to the U'orld since the ("anon of Scrip¬ 
ture was comjileted,—and whicli, I hojie, uill be the bund of Union 
in the avowal of our common sentiments. I do not think we should 
come to the lowest point on which we agree, and carry it in general 
terms. I think, our safety consists in the avowal of those points we 
have specified; and we should do injury, if we left peoi)le to 
regard the Basis as indefinite and vague. 

Rev. Dr. Bkacjioxt. —If the change be made which is projiosed 
by Dr. Cunningham, you will pull down with the one hand what 
you build up with the other. I think the words, “ not in any 
•Strict or proper sense,” an abundant concession to the imperfection 
of the Basis—or rather, I would say, to its incompleteness. I am 
for no change, but consolidating and cementing these great Truths. 

T. Farjieu, Esq.—I did not understand Dr. Bunting to iiioic, 
though I should have been hapjw to second the Motion,—under the 
impres.don, that it is of great importance to Send this to a Commit¬ 
tee, When we can discover Unity, we wish to arrive at it as soon 
as possible. 

Rev. Dr. IIoby. I hope Dr. Bunting and Mr. Farmer will not 
pre.ss their point. It appears to me, that we are ]irepared to go to 
the Vote. I ajiprehend, there would be no objection to retain the 
supplement as it stands. I hope no alteration will he made, now 
that we h.ave got our complete Basis. I think it almost unneces¬ 
sary to express ourselves, even .as we have expre.s.scd it in this 
clause. Though I am not much in favour of Creeds and Con¬ 
fessions, I did intend to make a Confession in some sense. I was 
happy to hear the reference made by Dr. Cox, of America, respect¬ 
ing application for metnliershi]). W'e should not concede the right 
to any person, who will subscribe our Article.s, to come into the 
Alliance; but, as our Nomination Committee suggests, cni|uirie.s 
are to be made. I hope we shall go to the vote on the clauses as 
they stand. 

Rev. Dr. R. J. Brown. —While we substantially subscribe 
these Articles, the whole of this discussion has gone on the sup|)o- 
sition, that they are not explained in that definite way in which a 
Creed is expressed; and many speakers have bceij stojfped, when 
they have attempted to put anything in that shape. The wlnde 
principle upon which we have been proceeding is, that we heartily 
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subscribe to them : but, at the same time, we do not express them 
in the way, in which we should put forth what is commonly under¬ 
stood by a Creed or Confession; for I maintain, that a Creed or 
Confession implies an expression of principle, which is generally 
understood by itself. I maintain that, in popular language, a Creed 
does mean that which Dr. Cunningham has stated; and when we 
maintain that these Articles are not a Creed, we subscribe that 
which we believe. Again, I maintain, that the prime meaning of 
a Creed is a set of Articles, expressed and arranged in such a way 
as this Basis is not, and ought not to be; and, in fact, from the 
very outset, it was not arranged as a Creed or Confession. That 
being the case, why should there, be any hesitation ? 

The Chairman. —“ Strict and proper” is vague—"Ecclesiastical” 
is definite. Some might say, it has a form, but it is not Ecclesias¬ 
tical. I think, if you will get in the idea, that it is not to be 
regarded as an Ecclesiastical Creed or Confession, we shall all be 
ready to affirm it. 

Rev. Dr. H'oBY. —Its adoption is not to be considered as a right 
authoritatively to enforce it. 

Professor Emory. —I beg to second Dr. Wardlaw’s proposition, 
in favour of the word “ Ecclesiastical.” Though I am not tena. 
cious, I am satisfied with the clause as it stands; and I must con¬ 
fess, that it has seemed a little strange to me, that the proposed 
alteration has come from a quarter, in which great anxiety was 
expressed that %ve should bear testimony to the Truth. After 
having arrived at certain points, in order that we might make a 
Confession of Truth before the World, on the ground that it would 
have great weight,—we ought not then to be called upon to say, 
we are making no Confession at all. We have made a Confession ; 
and it appears to me, that the advocates of a change can ask for 
nothing stronger than the expression, “ in any strict or proper 
sense." If it be the general sense of the Meeting, I am prepared 
to vote for it:—^but the -only proper Amendment is that proposed 
by Dr. Wardlaw. 

After some further conversation, in which Revs. Dr. Cunning, 
ham. Dr. Bunting, W. Bevan, O. Osborn, and others, took part. 

Rev. Dr. Bunting moved, W. Hamilton, Esq., seconded,— 

“ That the Amendment of the Rev. Dr. Cunningham, together with the Supplement 
originally proposed, be referred to the consideration of Special Committee, 
with instructions to report thereon at the next Session.” 

Rev. Dr. Beaumont objected, that this was a deviation from 
former proceedings. 
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But, after some remarks from Kevs. W. Bevan, W, Clmfmers, 
G. Oslwrn, W. W. Ewbank, John Kelly, W. France, the ('hair- 
man, Rev. Dr. Biintinj', Rev. A. Ji. (^miphell. Dr. Blackwood, 
Rev. W. Anderson, and Rev. Dr. Carlisle, Dr. Bunting’s Motion 
wa.s put, and carried. 

Whereupon Rev. Tho.mas Scales moved, Rev. J. N. Goulty 
seconded,— 


‘ That the following gentlemen constitute the Committee :— 

“ Rev. Dr. Cunningham, Rev. Dr. S. II. Cox, 

Rev. Dr. Morison, Rev. Dr. King, 

Rev. E. Diekorsteth, Rev. J. S. Taylor, 

Rev. Dr. Bunting, Rev. Dr. Wanllaw. 

Rev. Dr. Emory, 

“ And that the Committee retire inimediateiv.” 


This was put, and carried. 

Rev. Dr. .Steane. —There is a .Motion, that the order of the last 
two .\rticles should be inverted. 

The Chairman. —Having referred the explanatory clauses of 
the Basis, I think the whole paragraph cannot be considered as 
before us. 

Rev. Dr. Reau.moxt. —I am in the hands of the Chair. 

Rev. Dr. Steane. —I have another Amendment, as to the clas.H 
of persons whom it is desirable to embrace within the Alliance. 

.After .some conversation on the point, whether that .Ainemlmcnt 
should be referretl to a Committee, and as to the order of business, 
Mr. R. A. McFie withdrew his Motion; and the Chairman jminted 
out, that, though the Nine .Articles and the Supplement liad heen 
referred to the Select Committee, the Meeting niiglit proceed im¬ 
mediately to other business. 

Whereupon Rev. Dr. .Steane said, The business before the Con¬ 
ference is the Second Proposition, page the -Ith, “That the Alliance 
is not to be considered as an Alliance of Denominations, or Branches 
of the Church ; but of individual (.'hristian.s, each acting on his own 
responsibility.” 

Rev. Dr. F, A. Cox.—Every projjosition that has heen brought 
forward to day, and almost every one in the Conference, has been 
enveloped in a cloud of .Amendments, which have lieon previously 
presented so as to form mutters of discussion. I liave the advan¬ 
tage of coining forward with the present Motion, without any noti¬ 
fication of Amendment. I trust, therefore, that the Motion will he 
entertained, and speedily passinl. 

I would, as 1 am not at all anxious to make a speech, request 
simply to repeat the proposition I hold in niy .liand. But I think 
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it desirable to make a remark: it is an important proposition ; it re¬ 
lates to a very essential part of our Constitution; and, I think, it is 
a proposition, which, if it be entertained, will conduce exceedingly 
to the strength of the Evangelical Alliance; because the proposition 
is not, that we are to unite, by delegation, or otherwise, as Denomi¬ 
nations, or Branches of the Christian Church, but in our individual 
character and capacity, as members of the Christian Church in 
general. This is a proposition which I entertain with all my heart; 
and which, in our very earliest discussions, was fully considered, in 
reference to the grounds of this Alliance. I think it is the indi- 
viduality of our Association that will tend to preserve us in our 
strength. This proposition contains the very element of personal 
independency. It appears to me philosophically true, that the more 
we act independently, the more we shall be disposed to unite in 
this sacred Confederation. On that ground, I maintain the principle 
here put forth; for it takes out of the Alliance the element of Sec¬ 
tarianism. We are not brought together as Denominations; we are 
not brought together as Branches of Christian Churches; not in a 
delegated capacity; but as individual Christians, whose object is to 
promote, as far as possible, a Union—not of the Denominations— 
that is impracticable—not of the Branches of the Church by dele¬ 
gation—that is impracticable—but to promote Christianity in the 
holiest form in which, as I apprehend, it can be at present exhibit¬ 
ed,—namely, not by the obliteration of those distinctions which 
prevail, (though to that, I own, this Alliance may, and perhaps will, 
move forward at some distant period), but at present we are un¬ 
prepared to meet on any other ground than that which is personal, 
independent, and individual. 

I would also add the consideration, that, though we meet as indi¬ 
viduals, we are not of necessity bound to maintain all our differ¬ 
ences : and the fact of our not uniting as Denominations has 
this tendency; while an association for that purpose, (could it be 
formed,) would rather prevent our union, than promote it: because, 
when a man comes as a delegated member of a particular Denomi¬ 
nation, he comes with all his pledges to maintain that system about 
him ; but, when he comes as an individual, he does not abandon his 
Denomination; he only moves out for a moment into this vast 
fraternity and brotherhood, in order that he may investigate and 
consider,—under better circumstances, it may be,—his own mis¬ 
apprehensions. I see no reason why we should not unite on this 
ground. 

Now—though we unite as individuals—of course. Branches and 
Denominations will still continue to exist. Nevertheless, we are a 

N 2 
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Tree, and I think a noble one, with its various branches. Our 
root is love; our branches consist in tlie conscientiousness with 
which we maintain all our sentiments in our respective Denomina¬ 
tions; and the fruit of this Tree will be, I trust, “ rigliteoiisness, 
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” With these sentiments, 
I propose the Resolution which has now’ been read. 

Rev. Dr. Reufohd.—B rethren, I have been swift to hear, and 
slow to speak; and, if you will be swift to hear, I shall be swift in 
my speech too: fur, at this hour, it will ill become me to detain 
you more than a minute or two ; and that shall only be, to con¬ 
gratulate you, that you have citme up from the swellings of Jordan, 
and you have crossed the Atlantic,—aye, and even America itself,— 
and now you have come to the Pacilic. I do not think there will 
be a division of opinion on the Motion before the Ch.air. We can¬ 
not do more, at present certainly, than this Resolution proposes. 
Whatever may Ik; in the future, we leave to Providence. As far 
as this Resolution goes, Christians are all, I trust, prepared to go. 
We can unite as individual Chri-tians; and we have united with 
unspeakable delight so far; and I trust that delight will be con¬ 
tinued and increased. 

Rev. W. M. Bl'ntino. —While I intend to concur in the Mo¬ 
tion, it is only on the ground of my conviction of the utter im¬ 
practicability of anything higher, that I can for one moment bring 
my mind to consent to such a Resolution as this. I shall vote for 
the Resolution, under a deej), and humbling, and painful feeling, 
that, as yet, this great Confederation is but in its infancy, and only 
commencing that course, which 1 hope it is destined in Providence 
to run. I still hold in the opinion, that our Church divisions will 
only abate, when all the Branches of the Church of Christ shall agree 
to recognize in each other ///<• csscniial principles emit forms o( true 
Christianity. I am not quite sure,—having concurred in this Re¬ 
solution,—that I shall not move, when we come to acknowledge 
our sins before God, that we agree to confess them all, past, present, 
and intended. 

The Resolution was then put, and carried unanimously. 

Rev. Dr. Steank read the next clause. 

Rev. Dr. Bybth. —I Ireg to move the Adjournment. The hour 
ha.s already passed, and the Devotional Exercises should not be 
forgotten. 

, The ifotion for the Adjourr.ment was then put, and carried. 

Rev. Dr. Jenkvn engaged in Prayer. 

The Conference then adjourned to five o’clock in the evening. 
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EVENING SESSION. 

Rev. W. Bevan moved, and Rev. J. Tod Brown seconded,— 

“ That the Rev. Dr. Raffles preside over the Devotional Exercises.” 

Carried. 

The Chairman then gave out 27th Hymn, of Hymns on Christian 
Union, which was sung by the JMeeting. After which, he read 
Philippians ii., and Rev. Dr, Smyth engaged in prayer. The 
Brethren then united in singing 25th Hymn from the same book. 
The Chairman read Revelation xxii., and Rev. J. L. Chute engaged 
in prayer. 

The Chairman. —Beloved Brethren,—I feel that everything 
that can be regarded as appropriate to our Devotional Exercises, 
from day to day, has already been said ; and it will be wholly un¬ 
suitable for me to attempt to occupy any portion of that valuable 
time, which is becoming more and more precious, by offering any 
remarks of my own. I will only call upon you, as I call upon my¬ 
self, devoutly to thank God, and take courage. I rejoice that I 
have been permitted to live, to witness what was realized within 
these walls on the evening of Thursday last;—such a .scene as, I 
firmly believe, never was witnessed on earth before; and which, 
perhaps, never can be, under exactly the same circumstances, 
realized on earth again. I do believe, that from this hallowed* 
Meeting there will go forth an influence—a holy influence—upon 
the Church and the World,—wide as the World and lasting as 
Eternity. To cherish, therefore, under these circumstances, any¬ 
thing like a doubt as to the ultimate issue, after the tokens with 
which we have been favoured,—the gracious tokens of the Divine 
approbation and presence,—would be criminal unbelief. Let not, 
then, that sin lie at the door of any of us ; but let us go forth in the 
great enterprize, to which we are all committed before the Church 
arid the World, strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might!" 

Sir Culling Eaudley Smith then took the Chair. 

Rev. W. Bevan read the Minutes of the Morning Session; in 
which he had inserted a brief statement of the remarks which Sir 
C. E. Smith had made, on taking the Chair, in reference to the Day. 

Rev. G. Osborn doubted the propriety of inserting in the 
Minutes the sentiments that fell from the Chairman. 

On this subject some conversation arose, in which Rev. W. 
MTlwaine, Rev. Dr. S. H. Cox, Rev. E. Bickersteth, Rev. Dr. 
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Bunting, Rev, Dr. ilassie, Rev. W. Ewbank, and Rev. T. 
Scales, took part, and the Cliairman tiiul the Secretary offered some 
explanations and .suggestions. 

The temper and spirit, in which subjects of such an interesting 
and exciting nature were referred to by persons of variou.s shades 
of opinion, was among the most pleasing circumstances that oc¬ 
curred,—and served to illustrate, in a very delightful manner, the 
character of the IMceting. Finally, as a Report of the Conference, 
in extenso, was contemplated, in which the sentiments uttered by 
different speakers would find place, it was decided, on the motion 
of T. Farmer, Esq., that the IMinutes, with the omission of that 
paragraph, should he confirmed. Rev. C. M. Birrel also suggested 
a more exact reference to the precise point whicli had been urged 
hy Dr. Symington, when presiding over the Devotional Exercises; 
which was readily adopted. 

Rev. T. JIoRTncER moved,— 

*• That the Conference, at its risinp, adjourn till Tuesday, 2.5th instant, at Five 
o’clock, p. M.” 

W. Hamii.tox, Esq. seconded the Motion, which was carried. 

Rev. Geo. Osborn moved,— 

“That the Rev. >Ir. M’llnaino be added to the list of Chairmen to prewide over 
the Devotional Exercises.” 

Rev. C. Pre.«t. —I .second that Motion. Carried. 

Rev. Dr. Steane. —I suppose, the Conference will resume the 
consideration of the additional Statement to the Stimmary of 
Articles? The Report of the Select Committee will now 
brought up. 

Rev. Dr. Bunting. —The Committee came to a unanimous and 
speedy conclusion. We found, when we came together, that there was 
little difficulty, hut what might he happily adjusted. Dr. W’ardlaw, 
our Chairman, is obliged to be absent, and ha.s requested me to pre. 
sent the Report, Perhaps I ought to say, that our happy agreement 
has proceeded upon the principle, first, of amalgamating the first 
and last clauses; and, secondly, of omitting altogether the third 
clause, as being, w'e think, rendered unnecessary hy the first and 
last; and retaining the second as it stands, and in the order in which 
it stands. To save time and trouble, we propose to omit the whole 
.paragraph as it now stands, and to substitute for it the following:— 

*'It is, bowever, distinctly declared;—First, that tliis brief .Sniiimary is not to be 
regarded, in any formal or Ecclesiastical sense, as a Creed or Confession, nor 
the adoption of it as involving an assumption of the right nuthoritativcir to 
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define the limit* of Christian Brotherhood ; but simply as an indication of the 
class of persons, whom it is desirable to embrace within the Alliance;—Second, 
that the selection of certain tenets, with the omission of others, is not to be 
held as implying, that the former constitute the whole body of important 
Truth, or that the latter are unimportant.” 

1 move, that the Supplementary Clause stand in these terms. 

Rev. E. Bickersteth. —I second that Motion. Carried. 

The CiiAiitMAN.—It now remains to adopt the Basis as a whole. 
Rev. Dr. Steane. —Dr. Beaumont’s Amendment should now 
come on; and also that of Air. Macfie. I do not know whether 
the Report of the Committee will satisfy Air. Alacfie; but he has 
an Amendment. Dr. Beaumont’s Amendment is,— 

” That the order of the last two Articles be inverted.” 

Rev. Dr. Beaumont. —I have no intention to occupy you with 
the proposal, unless it commends itself to your approbation. I am 
not about to argue. The Ninth Article consists of solemn truths 
to be believed; and I think it should have precedence of an 
Article like the Eighth. It seems to me, that the contents of the 
Ninth Article will come in, more appropriately, in fellowship with 
the other great Truths that precede. 

Rev. Dr. F. A. Cox.—I was going to suggest the completion of 
the D<Klriiial Basis; and then, after the Doctrinal Basis, there 
seems a propriety in announcing the Christian Alinistry, and the 
perpetuity of the Ordinances with which it stands connected. 

Rev. J. Tod Brown suggested that the Ninth ought to come 
between the Sixth and Seventh. 

Rev. Dr. Bkaujiont. —It will make the collocation and the 
sequence more powerful. I propose, therefore,— 

“Tliat it be the Seventh, and that the .Article standing before the Eighth be now 
the Ninth.” 

Rev. "W. Bevan. —All that is meant is this,—that the Article 
now standing as ntimher nine he inserted between six and seven. 

Dr. Beaumont agreed. 

Rev. J. Tod Brown. —I second that. 

Rev. Dr. Jenkyn. —In every system of Theology, the points 
contained in the Ninth Article are called the four last things: and 
they are now in their proper place. 

The Amendment was then put, and carried. 

Rev. Dr. Steane. —The next Amendment given, in point of 
time, is Air. Maefie’s, which relates to the Supplementary Clause; 
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and since then, Mr. Ewbank has sent in an Amendment as to the 
order. It is,— 

“That the Seventh be the Last.” 

Rev. W. W. Ewbank.— I shall occupy your time very shortly. 
It strikes me, that the Seventh Article, relating; to the Right and 
Duty of Private Judgement in the Interpretation of the Holy 
Scriptures, seems to be a complete interruption in the general 
tenor of the Articles. I will explain why I think so.—We begin, 
properly, by describing the Source of all our instructions,—the 
Divine Inspiration, Authority and Sufficiency of the Holy Scrip¬ 
tures. Then, not for the purpose of an exact Creed, but simply 
to indicate the class of persons whom we desire to include, we 
proceed to draw from this source, the Scriptures, the following 
important Articles:—The Unity of the Godhead, and the Trinity 
of Persons therein,—The utter Depravity of human nature in 
consequence of the Pall,—The Incarnation of the Son of God, and 
His work of Atonement for sinners of mankind,—The Justification 
of the sinner by Faith alone,—The work of the Holy Spirit in the 
Conversion and Sanctification of the sinner. I think that, after 
we have spoken of the work of the Holy Spirit, the next Article 
should be, the mode in which the Holy Spirit usually works,— 
by the preaching of the Word, and the Ordinances which God has 
appointed. Then comes what was originally the Ninth Article 
in our Basis. Then, having stated these important points, we con¬ 
clude by saying, “ We believe, that every one is justified in using the 
Right of Private Judgement.” We should thus begin by stating 
the Bible to be the source of all instruction; then we should 
enumerate those important points ; and then we leave the question 
so far open, that we do not dogmatize, but maintain the Right of 
Private Judgement. 

Rev. J. CoROEAUX.—1 second Mr. Ewbank’s proposition. 

Rev. Dr. Beaumont. —I cannot coincide in that. 3Ir. Ewbank 
says, the Sixth is to be, the Work of the Holy Spirit, and then he 
wants the instrumentality to come next. I prefer the Truths which 
the Holy Spirit uses to the Channels by which they are conveyed. 
The Truths are the primum mMte: the instruments are secondary 
to the Truths. 

Rev. Dr. Jenkyn.—I f we alter them, number seven ought to 
be number two. After stating Evangelical views on the Divine 
Inspiration, Sufficiency, and Authority of the Holy Scriptures,— 
then, as true Protestants, we should declare the Right and Duty 
of Private Judgement in the interpretation of those Scriptures. 
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Rev. J. Scott. —I have thought, for several days, that that 
would be its proper position. We have declared the Authority 
of the Scriptures: then to declare the right of every man to judge 
of them, is the logical place of the Article. 

Rev. Dr. Bykth. —Are we to have forty-nine propositions on 
the logical position of these Articles ? If so, the discussion will be 
interminable. 

Rev. Dr. Jenkyn. —Since you have begun to make changes, 
it will be better that that Article should be the Second. 

The Chairman. —The question is,—that the Seventh Article 
of the Basis should stand last in the series. 

The Motion was negatived. 

Rev. Dr. Jenkyn. —I move,— 

“That the Seventh of the original series be the Second.” 

Rev. J. Tod Brown. —I second that. 

Carried. 

Rev. Dr. Steane. —There is a Slotion, that the words “ Au¬ 
thority and Perpetuity,” in the Eighth Article, be left out. 

The Chairman. —This must be considered as settled. If you 
begin to re-open the wording of one Article, you may have every 
Article re-opened. I wish to know, whether that is the opinion of 
the Meeting ? 

Mr. Dunlop withdrew the Amendment. 

Rev. Dr. Steane. —Mr. Macfie’s Amendment is on the first 
part of the Supplement to the Articles. It is, that the latter 
clause of the first part of the amended Supplement stand in the 
following terms :—“ Nor the adoption of it as at all defining the 
limits of Christian Brotherhood; but simply as an indication of 
the class of persons, whom, on the whole, it seems desirable to 
embrace within the Alliance.” 

The Chairman. —The Amendment has been negatived: but 
the Clause itself, I think, has not been adopted.—(Cries of Yes.) 

Rev. Dr. Steane. —This Amendment of Mr. Macfie’s was read 
to the Conference, after the Committee had withdrawn, to whom it 
was referred to bring up an Amendment on the Supplement. 
When that was presented, we went to the Vote. IMr. Macfie was, 
by right, in pos.session of the Chair, so far as that he might have pro¬ 
posed ihe Amendment. It was the last vote which was then taken, 
that prevented him from moving it. 

Rev. W. Sevan thought, his friend Dr. Steane had not etactly 
represented the state of the case. A certain proposition, referring 
to the whole Supplement, and certain Amendments, had been re- 



to ft Special Committee. The Conference felt it mis not wise 
\0 WlWtM a proposition, which would stand njion a:Touiid that had 
been referred to that Special Cowwittee; therefore, it was agreed 
to waive it. Mr. i^tacHe is entitled to briii^ forwani a itlolion ; 
but I trust he will -see, that the Conference has received the 
Amended form with so much unanimity, that he will not think it 
necessary to move it. 

Mr. R. A. IMacpie. —In taking the agenda, and reading the 
Supplement as it stands, I find that the stress (in the natural 
meaning) lies on the word “ authoritatively and any person, care¬ 
fully examining the construction of the sentence, will be led to 
suppose, that, although we do not define it authoritatively, yet, to a 
certain extent, we do define Christian Brotherhood. Nothing can 
bo clearer, than that we have underst(M)d, all through, tliat we do 
not. I, therefttre, submit, that the alteration 1 liave suggested will 
be an improvement. 

The Chairman. —Is Mr. Maefie’s Motion seconded' 

Rev. Dr. Jenkyn. —I second it. I think, the word authorita- 
lively ought to be excluded altogether. I believe, this is not a 
Creed at all; and we only jiledoe ourselves to Kvangelical views. 

Rev. E. Bickkusteth.—.M r. .M.icfie’s .\ir.endment came down 
to us, and we thought all was expressed that was included in it. 

Rev. T. .Mann. —It would be desirable, that, if the Amendment 
is to be pre.ssed, the He.soliition brought in by the Committee 
should be read at the same time. 

Rev. VV. Bkvan then read the Hesolntion as it stands in pp. 1112, 
111'}; and then said, Mr. Macfie proposes that the Conference should 
amend it in the followin': terms;—It is, however, distinctly 
declared, first, that this brief .Summary is not to be regarded, in any 
formal or Ecclesiastical sense, as a Creed or Confe..,sion, nor the 
adoption of it as at all defining the limits of Christian Brotherhood; 
but simply a.s an indication of the class of persons, whom, on the 
whole, it seems desirable to embrace within the Alliance,” A-c. 

Rev. Dr. Morison thought the introduction of the Amendment, 
at this period, disorderly. 

The CiiAiii.MAN and Rev. \V. Bkvan concurred in explaining, 
that, properly speaking, this .Motion ought to have been introduced 
between the Amendment of Dr. Cunningham and the appointment 
of the Committee, or when tin* Resolution on the Report was 
^ moved and seconded : and it was finally ruled that, ns an act of 
courtesy to .Mr. Macfie,—who did not si.xim to be aware what was 
the proper time to bring it forward,—he should be permitted to 
move this Motion, though out of the usual order. 
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The Chairman said: We are acting for posterity; do not let it 
be said, that any thing irregular or unkind was done. Those that 
are of opinion, that it should be entertained, will hold up their 
bands. 

Hereupon the Motion, that Mr. Macfie be permitted to bring 
fonvard his Amendment, was carried. 

Rev. Dr. Bunting. —I will point out, in one sentence, the dif¬ 
ference. In the first place, it omits the word “ mithorilalively 
in the second place, it says, “ as at all defining.” There is not in 
the clause, as it stands, any definition, or any implied definition, 
but only a rule for our own further proceedings. On the whole, 
in the Committee, we thought the alteration useless. 

Mr. Macfie’s Amendment was then submitted to the Meeting, 
and negatived. 

Rev. G. Osborn. —I apprehend that the question now before 
the Conference will be, that this Resolution, as it has been succes¬ 
sively amended, should pass. Before that, a question arises, on 
which I wish to submit a Resolution to the Conference, if it be 
necessary. I am not quite clear in my own mind, and several 
friends whom I have consulted are equally in doubt, as to whether 
it is, or is not, competent to a Brother, to move an Amendment 
upon the Resolution that has now been submitted at large. 

The CiiAiR.MAN. —You have gone through the Articles seriatim, 
and disposed of them. If you had been in a Committee of the 
whole House, it would be considered, that they had come back a 
second time; and theji you could have taken up the w'ording of 
them. But, without that, you cannot go back. You can, however, 
move, that so and so be heard. 

Rev. G. Osborn. —I hope our Brethren will give me credit for 
not trespassing on their time. I, therefore, move,— 

“Th.it Mr. Dunlop, the Chairman of the Liverpool Committee, be heard on the 
point of which he has given notice." 

T. Pbrcivai, Bunting, Esq. seconded the Motion. 

The Motion was put, and negatived. 

Rev. Dr. S. H. Cox.—I have a small thing to suggest, which 
I beg to bring before you. When the Article passed, I was told, that 
I should have an opportunity of doing so. There is a phrase which, 
I think, is imperfect. If we introduce ‘-The” before “duty,” in 
the Second Article, it will be an improvement. 

The Chairman. —If you entertain this, it must be upon a Motion. 

Rev. W. M. Bunting. — 1 move,— 


“ That Dr. Cox be heard.’ 
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Rer. Dr. Mohison,— I second it. 

Rev. J. H. Hinton. —I think it will be very unhappy, if we 
deviate from strict impartiality in our proceedings. I do not at 
all like a distinction so savouring of partiality to be made between 
Mr. Dunlop and Dr. Cox. 

Rev. Dr. Morison. —The Conference should be put in a position 
to decide,—as it was with regard to IMr. Dunlop’s Alotion. 

Rev. Dr. Bkaumont. —That is begging the question. I agree 
with Mr. Hinton. 

Rev. W. Sevan. —I speak without reference to the valued 
friends whose names have been mentioned,—but I refer to the 
orderly conduct of our business;—I wish the Conference to de¬ 
cide, whether they are prepareil to go over the Articles seriatim 9 
or to take them up here and there—out of the order in which they 
now stand } which will throw us into interminable confusion. 

The Chairman. —The question before the chair is not whether 
the Motion be adopted r but, whether it be entertained ? It was 
moved by Mr. Bunting. 

Rev. \V. M. Bunting —I wish it should have the same chance 
as Jlr. Dunlop’s. 

Rev. Dr. Bvbth. — 1 think, that the reasons which have been given 
for entertaining the second Motion prejudge the question. It was 
settled, on general principles, that Mr. Dunlop's Amendment should 
not be entertained. Therefore, no other should be entertained. 

Rev. Dr. R. J. Buow.v.—I do entreat the Conference not to 
stultify themselves. It is impossible that we can ever come to an 
end, or that our decisions can have any weight, if we are going 
to act on principles that no deliberative assembly ever acted on. 

Rev. G. Osborn. —It may lie true, that we are not doing what 
any deliberative assembly ever did before: but we are such an 
assembly as never met before. It is of immense importance to 
secure the most entire support of the associated Brethren, and that 
they may have every reasonable opportunity of explaining their 
convictions. It would be better for us to sit here a week, than to 
send home Brethren, every way entitled to our consideration, with 
wounded feelings,—unable to give that ready and full concurrence 
which we desire they should be able to give,—by making too much 
haste. The more slowly we make haste, the more haste we are 
likely to make. 

Rev. Dr. Ci;m.mino. —It is urged by Roninii Catholics, that we 
less regard our duliet than our ritjlils. I should like, if it be 
consistent with order to move it, that the word "the” should 
precede '‘duly," as well as •*right.” Both should be prominently 
put forward. 
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The Chaikman.—T he propriety of entertaining a Motion may 
depend on the Motion itself. You have heard the proposal for 
entertaining the Motion,—which will be brought forward, if you 
decide to entertain it. 

The Motion, that Dr. Cox be heard, was then put, and negatived. 

Rev. W. Bevan then read the Motion, with the Amendments 
that had been adopted, as follows:— 

“ I. That the parties composing the Alliance shall be such persons only as hold 
and maintain what are usually understood to be Evangelical views, in regard 
to the matters of Doctrine understated, namely :— 

“ 1. The Divine Inspiration, Authority, and Sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures. 

“2. The Right and Duty of Private Judgement in the Interpretation of the Holy 
Scriptures. 

“ 3. The Unity of the Godhead, and the Trinity of Persons therein. 

“ 4. The utter Depravity of Human Nature, in consequence of the Fall. 

“ S. The Incarnation of the Son of God, His work of Atonement for sinners of 
mankind, and His Mediatorial Intercession and Reign, 

“6. The Justification of the sinner by Faith alone. 

“7. The work of the Holy Spirit in the Conversion and Sanctification of the 
sinner. 

“8. The Immortality of the Soul, the Resurrection of the Body, the Judgement 
of the World by our Lord Jesus Christ, with the Eternal Blessedness of 
the Righteous, and the Eternal Punishment of the Wickerl. 

“9. The Divine institution of the Christian Ministry, and the obligation and 
perpetuity of the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 

“It is, however, distinctly declared:—First, that this brief Summary is not to be 
regarded, in any formal or Ecclesiastical sense, as a Creed or Confession, nor 
the adoption of it ns involving an assumption of the right authoritatively to 
define the limits of Christian Brotherhood ; but simply as an indication of the 
class of persons whom it is desirable to embrace within the Alliance:—Second, 
that the selection of certain tenets, with the omission of others, is not to be 
held as implying, that the former constitute the whole body of important 
Truth, or that the latter are unimportant.” 

Rev. E, Bickersteth. —Glory be to God, our Heavenly Father, 
who has conducted us so harmoniously to such results as have now 
been witnessed among us! What a combination of solemn, weighty, 
all-important Truths we here present to the whole Christian 
World! Glory be to God, who has overruled all our deliberations, 
and discussions, and frank avowals of our respective sentiments, 
to such an all-important issue as that which is now presented to 
you! I feel exceedingly the value of the delay; I feel the value 
of the long deliberation we have given to this subject,—the so¬ 
lemnity of the whole, from our gathering together from all parts 
of the World,—and the unutterable importance of the Truths 
which we agree in commending. I do most cordially approve the 
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the various additions and alterations which have been matie. I 
think they have considerably improved the whole statement which 
is to be presented to the Church of Christ. And I feel esj)ecially 
thankful, that no Truth to which we were testifying has been with¬ 
drawn ; but, by the mercy of God, we have been led to adopt and 
to confess every Truth which we had previou.sly agreed to propose. 
Now that we have agreed in these all-important Truths, I trust 
that, in minor matters, we shall be led to proceed more rapidly, 
without that lengthened delay which we have had hitherto. I 
rejoice that the ^lotion of Dr. Beaumont has been carried : it 
has given me great pleasure, as many of his statements have done, 
and that he has had the comfort of having helped us in regard 
to the orderly arrangement of our Doctrines. I think it well, 
that, at pre.sent, the Motion for the article the was not carried ; 
for, when I consider how much we are indebted to Mr. Dunlop;— 
how he has laboured for us in Liverpool—how we owe a thousand 
obligations to him for his kindness in this matter—it would have 
been hard, if we bad admitted, in the case of another, a priucijde 
which we had refused in his. I think the circumstances in which 
we were placed made it necessary, to omit the present considera¬ 
tion of this alteration. 

Well then, now we are about to pass the full Kesolulion. May we 
have grace to pass it uiuinimouslj/, if possible. May we have grace, 
when we have passed it, to unite in thanksgiving and ))raise,—in 
a .solemn thanksgiving to our Heavenly Father, for His goodness in 
having led us to such an important conclusion. 

Rev. Dr. S. H. Cox. — Sir Culling, my dear Brethren and 
Fathers of this holy xMliance, I l)elieve all my Countrymen will 
acknowledge for once, that there has been a holy Alliance in 
Europe. I say. Amen and Amen to the remarks of the beloved 
Brother who preceded me, — whose words always fall like the 
unction of Aaron upon us. I will not detain you ; but I will 
say, we have reached a point where my fears subside. C'almnes.s 
succeeds to perturbation, and I feel my soul drawn upwards. I 
hope, that God will give us grace to be thankful; for, when this 
is passed—(as I hope it will unanimously, by rising )—that will 
be a solemn iclaircissemenl of the Prote.stant Union of Christian 
grace and truth; it will be a demonstration in the eyes of the 
nations, that we love one another, and that our Creed is in sub¬ 
stance one. 

Sir Culling, we all know that we are frail: we have a body 
that stands between us and all objective things in religion. The 
poor soul, under it, commences but imperfectly to apprehend them : 
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but, when the objective truth seems to be taken away in some of 
its logical forms, we go down, with tlie old Puritans’ mind, and 
find the soul is more than liquified in love, light, strength, and 
unity. I say this, not for rhetoric, but because I feel it. There 
is one community, the community of Christians, which is much 
larger than it ever appears ; and richer and deeper than themselves 
have lately believed it to be. But I trust we are about to teach 
the World, and ourselves, the fact, that our Union is substantial 
and sublime. It begins /lere by grace; and it shall last and 
expand t/iere in glory. With these convictions, I feel as if we were 
experiencing the gratifications of the other World. 

“ Urba coclestis! Urbs bcata! 

Super Petram collocata ; 

Urbs in portu satis tuto, 

De ionginquo te saluto : 

Te saluto, te suspire, 

Te affecto, te require. 

Quantum cives gratulentur! 

Quam festivfe conviventur! 

Quis affectus eos stringat ; 

Aut quae gemma mures cingat,— 

—Quis chalcedon, quis jacinthus! 

Noscunt illi qui sunt intus, 

Qui plateis hujus Urbis 
Sociantur piis turbis, 

Cum Moj'se et Elijah, 

Pium cantum—Allelujah! ” 

Rev. J. Jordan. —My dear Christian Brethren, having taken, 
from the very first, the deepest interest in the Basis which 
is now to be passed, and yet not having, on one occasion, tvhile 
the Conference has been sitting, trespassed upon your time with 
respect to this Basis, permit me, in a very few, brief words, to 
congratulate you upon the work you are now about to accomplish. 
I rejoice in the completion of the work: it is to my mind as com¬ 
plete an expression of the grand Doctrines of the Christian Faith 
as we can well need ; and whether it be called a Basis, or a Creed, 
we may well rejoice in it, as an expression of our Christian faith 
and hope. 

Just one other point, upon which allow me to congratulate you ; 
that is, upon the discussion through which it has gone. So far from 
regretting any single moment of the time that has been given to it, 
I think we are bound every way to rejoice, that it has had so full 
and complete a discussion. When we were drawing up an ex- 
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pression of the Truths on which we rest for salvation, it became us 
to allow every man the expression of his own thoughts and feelings ; 
when we were drawing up a declaration of the doctrines, which, we 
trust, are to go down to posterity,—which we have here gathered 
out from Scripture,—it became us to do this with caution. But, 
above all, this commends the discussion to my mind,—that we, as 
Christian Brethren, have been able to meet together to discuss 
these great points; and have here been able, as I trust we shall 
show, unanimously to agree to them all, and thereby t(» seal our 
Declaration of faith. I heartily congratulate the Conference upon 
this its great work; and, I doubt nut, God's blessing will rest upou 
the deliverance we are now about to give. 

Rev. J. H. Hinton rose, under evident emotion, and said:—Duty 
sometimes prescribes hard things; and duty, never prescribed 
harder things, than it prescribes to me, in regard to the union 
desired, in passing the Resolution before us. But I am desirous of 
interfering tvith the general unanimity in as small a measure as I 
can. Allow me. Sir Culling, to ask you to sa^, that it was carried 
nemine contradicenle, and thus to spare me the necessity of hold¬ 
ing up my hand against it. 

Rev. Dr. Caklile. —I view the subject with the same feeling 
that Mr. Hinton has done; and I hope, that you will consent to 
allow the Resolution to pass as he has suggested. I feel consci¬ 
entiously bound, with an exclusive reference to the clau.ses re¬ 
ferring to the Christian Ministry and Christian Ordinances, to say, 
that 1 cannot concur in it. I have not only various doubts upon 
these points, but I, on principle, object to the imposition of that 
as a test of Membership. 

The Chairman. —I am asked to put this Question so that the 
result may be reported nemine contradicenle. —in other words, to 
put the affirmative, and not the negative. I do not think, that 'I 
should be justified in doing so: 1 do not think, that there is any 
great magic in absolute unanimity : I do not think, if a few 
Brethren should object to the conclusion, that we need be troubled; 
I think the Resolution will be carried by a very large majority. 

Rev. J. H. Hinton. — My intention was, that you should 
put the negative, but that we should not hold up our hands. 

Rev. Dr. Byrth.—T hat is my view : I shall not hold up my 
hand. 

Rev. Dr. Urwick. —It confirms me greatly in the opinion, that 
we have been guided by Providence to the conclusion to which we 
have so wonderfully come. It appears as if Providence had ar¬ 
ranged this, for the purpose of connecting with Saint Bartholo- 
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mew’s day, associations widely different from those that hitherto 
have been connected with it. I congratulate myself upon being 
here ; and my Brethren upon the spirit and unity with which our 
proceedings have been so far conducted. I believe, that God is 
here. 

D. M'Laren, Esq.—I wish to say, that, when the negative is 
proposed, I do not mean to hold up my hand: but it is on the same 
ground that Mr. Hinton has stated. 

The Chaikman.— If you nowwish the question to be put, I will 
put it to you standing. Is it your pleasure to pass the Resolution 
proposed by Mr. Bickersteth, and seconded by Dr. Cox } Those 
who are of that opinion will hold up their hands. 

The whole Meeting then rosej and, the Chairman having put the 
Resolution in the affirmative, the vast majority held up their hands, 
in a manner that testified their cordial and entire concurrence. 
After putting the negative, he declared, that the Resolution had 
been carried nemine contradicente. He then immediately gave out 
the Hymn, 

“ All hail the Great Immanuel’s Name, 

Let Angels prostrate fall,” &c. 

which was sung by the Conference with a depth of devotional 
feeling, which, even during the Meetings of this Conference, had 
never keen surpassed. 

Rev. T. Moktimeb. —I only wish to give expression to a feeling 
which, I think, must be general. It is this: our Brother Hinton, 
by the sweet Christian way in which he showed the intensity of his 
desire to go with us, made me love him from my very soul. 

Rev. Dr. Byrth reported the programme for the Public Meet¬ 
ing, which was to be held on Tuesday morning. 

Rev. John Johnstone engaged in prayer. 

The Conference then adjourned till Tuesday afternoon, at five 
o’clock. 
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Rev. Gkorgf. Osbokn moved, and Rev. Dr. Steanf. seconded, 

“ That Roy. Dr. I'rwick preside over the Devotional Exercises.” 

Carried. 

The Chairman then gave out the 3rd of the “ Hymns on 
Christian Union,” wliich was sung by the Meeting. He then read 
Psalm cxxxii.; and Rev. Ur. Paul engaged in Prayer. After 
which the ;)3rd Hymn of the same Collection was sung ; and Rev. 
John M'Lean engaged in prayer. 

The Chaiuman, —I regret that we have not had amongst us, as 
we expected, our deservedly venerated Father in the (Jospel, Mr. 
Jav of Bath. I am sure that his cominj; to the Public Jleetin-' 
this morning gave a zest to that Meeting, which it would not other¬ 
wise have had. I .am sure you will join with me in saying, " May 
the God of Providence and the Head of the Church, if it be His 
will, long spare oi;r venerated Father, to be abundantly blessed 
himself, and to Ire (I was going to say) a still incre.asing blessing to 
the Christian Church in all its Denominations!” There is not a man 
whose clear liead, and warm heart, or the whole course of whose 
jMinistry, has Ireen, throughout its long range, more in accordance 
with the spirit of the Evangelical Alliance, than have been the head 
and heart and Ministry of William Jay of Bath. We have much 
to be thankful for, when we look back upon tlic proceedings of 
the past fortnight. It is alnuit ten months since we first met in 
Liverpool; and when we look to the proceedings of yesterday, or 
even to-day,—not to extend our rt-collcctions farther,—how much 
have we, for which to thank God! “ Hitherto the Lord hath 
helped us;’’ and, while we do not rest in the Alliance ns the con¬ 
summation of our desires and efforts, let us yet bless God that it 
has been formed, and look to Him, who has done so mnch, to do 
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still greater things; that He, who has hitherto guided ns in our 
proceedings, may be with us! and may we be privileged to feel and 
act under the belief, that it is His work we are doing, and not our 
«)wn ! 

Sir. Culling Eakdley Smith then took the Chair, 
llev. W. Bevan read the Minutes of the previous Sitting, which 
were confirmed. 

Rev. Dr. Steane.— I have to communicate through you. Sir 
Culling, to the Conference, that we are deprived of the very valua¬ 
ble services of our friends. Dr. Byrth and Dr. Raffles, who were 
joint Secretaries of the Public Meetings’ Committee. Dr. Byrth 
has been called home by domestic affliction ; Dr. Raffles is leaving 
England for the Continent: and, in consequence of the departure 
of these two highly-esteemed Brethren, who have rendered us such 
valuable service, I have to propose, 

“ That Rev. Dr. Alder be requested to become Secretary of the Public Meetings’ 
Committee.” 

I am not now prepared to name a coadjutor: but 1 believe the 
Committee will report the gentleman to be named, to-morrow 
morning. 

Rev. G. Osborn seconded the Motion, which was put and 
carried. 

Rev. Dr. Alder. —1 move— 

“ That, the Rev. J. P. Dobson be added to the Public Meetings’ Committee.” 

Rev. Dr. Steane. —I beg to second that. Carried. 

Rev. G. Osborn.— I beg to move— 

“ That, to the list of Chairmen to preside over the Devotional Exercises, the name 
of Rev. Dr. Kidston be added.” 

Rev. Thomas Scales. —I second that Motion. Carried. 

Rev. W. W. Ewbank. —Is it intended to publish a correct list 
of the Members of the Alliance ? 

The Chairman. —It is in the Press. 

Rev. Dr. Steane then read paragraph No. III., on page 4, 
under the head of General Principles:— 

” That in the prosecution of the present attempt, it is distinctly understood, that 
no compromise of the views of any Member, or sanction of those of others, 
on the points on which they differ, is either required or expected; but that all 
are held as free us before, to maintain and advocate their religious convictions, 
with due forbearance and brotherly love.” 

Dr. William Symington proposes, as an Amendment, to substitute 
the words, 

o 2 



196 


BTANOEMCAI. AlLFANCr. 


“ ‘ That in this Alliance,’ in lieu of ‘ That in the prosecution of the present 

attempt.’" 

Rev. Dr. W. Sy-iiington. —I congratulate you. Sir, and tlic 
Alliance in general, upon two things. In the first place, the success 
of our first Public Meeting this morning, a.s evincing, 1 think, very 
unequivocally, the deep interest tvhich is felt in our niovement hy 
Christian pet)ple in this City. There nvfv .some doubt and hesitation 
with regard to this. I think there can he doubt and hesitation no 
longer. 

The other point, on which I was disposed to congratulate you 
and the Meeting and myself, is this, that the Motion with which 
I have been entrusted, is one, on which there has been no verbal 
Amendment proposed, further than that already alluded to; so that 
it will not call up any such discussions as have lately occupied our 
time. There is nothing, properly speaking, in it, but what will be 
accorded to at once. 

Sir, there are differences of sentiment among the Memhers »if the 
Alliance; there can be no doubt of that. It is sufficient, that these 
differences of opinion are considi-red of so much importance, that 
we are still bound to adhere to them. It is to be understood, in 
this Alliance, that, by uniting together, we make no compromise, 
on the one hand, of conscientious opinions ; nor, on the other, are 
we to be understood as giving a sanction to those of others from 
whom we differ. These are the great points contained in this 
Resolution; and these shotild 1)0 acquiesced in by the whole of this 
fleeting. No argument, therefore, is necessary, to urge the accept¬ 
ance of this Motion. I believe, at the first Conference,—which I 
had not the pleasure of attending,—though I was one of the original 
requisitionists,—there was considerable embarrassment felt, till the 
idea expressed in this Resolution was evolved. This was like a 
beam of that heavenly light, which has guided this Alliance hither. 

—so distinct, that it may be supposed to have been immediately 
sugge.sted from above. 

We are, therefore, all prepared to acquiesce in this Resolution. 
Perhaps, however, it may be necessary to remind our friends, that 
it is not to be understood, when we pass this Resolution, that we 
pledge ourselves to keep our distinctions of opinion for ever. 
There is no danger, I think, from a cordial acquiescence in the 
sentiments of the Resolution: btit there may be some danger of 
individuals going away with the impression, that they are to keep 
up their differences of opinion for ever. Now, one of the things 
which, from the very commencement, has commended this move- 
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meiit to my mind, has been, that it holds out to me a prospect—I 
grant, but a very distant one—that our differences of opinion will 
be got over. It is one of the means, and it appears to me one of 
the most likely means, of bringing us to be of one mind. There 
is, indeed, a mode of speaking on this subject, which, I confess, I 
do not like. There is a talking of forgetting our differences, and 
banishing our differences; and, as some express it, merging our 
differences. I go further than all these: I want the differences to 
be done away with altogether. I am afraid, that, if we merely 
agree ia forget them, it will not be long before something forcibly 
reminds us of them. I am afraid, if we merely banish them,—like 
some old culprits,—they will find their way back, before the time 
of punishment has expired. I am afraid, if we only merge them, 
there will be some sectarian antiquary, who will invent a diving-bell, 
to bring them up from the bottom of the ocean. 1 think the best 
way, therefore, is —to get rid of them altogether; and I have very 
great confidence in the moral influence of this Alliance, in finally 
disposing of our differences altogether. I think there is, in the 
mural influence exerted upon the minds of the Members, by our 
devotional exercises, and by combined action, (for I have no doubt 
this Alliance will determine on a course of combined action: I do 
not think we shall gain our object without it)—that which may 
give rise to another element, which will bind us together, and bring 
us to agreement,—that is, communication of ideas, which has always 
been an element in the union of individuals formerly strangers. 
In these things, there is much that is calculated to unite us. 
It is not tlie inability to place our distinct opinions in a clear light, 
that keeps us from seeing eye to eye; but there is a worldly feeling 
—a prejudice—in our breasts, that prevents us from doing justice 
to our own intellects and judgements ; and, until such an influence 
as that I have adverted to is exercised, we shall never be able to 
see these things alike. There is a beautiful passive in one of the 
Prophecies, that I have been delighted to dwell upon, in connexion 
with this movement:—“Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; 
with the voice together shall they sing; for they shall see eye to 
eye, when the Lord shall bring again Zion." Here is the order of 
things: “ They shall lift up the voice," as we have been doing; 
“ With the voice together they shall sing," as we have been doing 
for days together. And thm the mists and darkness will clear 
away, and we shall “see eye to eye;" and then “the Lord shall 
bring again Zion,”—bring back the hallowed days that are past, 
and which we are so desirous of seeing again. 

This is not theory. If I may refer to my owti experience, as a 
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respected Brother did in the nuiriiing, 1 would say, I realized this 
at the Bi-centenary Coniinemoration of the Westminster Assembly, 
three years ago. W’e met there under jieculiar circumstances : it 
was immediately after the heat of the Voluntary Controversy, in 
which we had been pitted together for years. We read the Scrip¬ 
tures of Truth,—we sung the praises of God,—we joined in 
prayer,—we rea<l essays in one another’s hearing. And the re.sult 
was, although I had taken part in the Controversy—and though 
I did not feel that 1 had compromised my principles,—that I could 
not, for iny life, have said a bitter thing of ajjy one Member with 
whom I had been assttciated there. 

Have we not had something of the same interesting scenes, us we 
have met togetherWe have had men of all nations, and of all 
diversity of sentiments—(within the compass of what is Kvan- 
gelical)—meeting together /irre. When an individual has risen to 
speak, before he has uttere<l a sentence I have said, be is an 
American, or from Scotland, or from Ireland, or from the continent 
of Europe,—from this, or that, or the other place. But nhen I 
have heard him pray, 1 have not been able to say, whether he was 
an Episcopalian, a Methodist, or a Baptist: I have l>een perfectly 
puzzled—so far as that is concerned. This shows, that there is 
somethinjr in the As.sociation which is calculated to bring about 
Communion;—to contirm and strengthen ; and to jirejiare for the 
Latter Day, when ‘'thev shall see eye t« ey<>,” and “the Lord shall 
bring again Zion.” 

I would advert to another circumstance. This He.solution does 
not bind us either to compromise, or to perpetuate, diversities of 
opinion. It binds us to maintain our opinions, when they need to 
be maintained, in n certain spirit; which we have not, perhaps, 
always attended to ;—to maintain our religions convictions, “ with 
due forbearance and brotherly lure.” Let us not forget this; the 
Scriptures are full of this: the jmrtions of Holy Writ that have 
l)een read in the Devotional E.xercise.s, have, for the greater part, 
borne distinctly upon this. I have been astonished to ob-serve, that, 
almost always—whatever part an individual opened on,—something 
bearing upon this point—the spirit in which the Truth is to be 
maintained — has come under our observation. We are to “put 
away all wrath, and anger, clamour, and evil speaking,” and we are 
“to speak the truth in love.” There are some individuals, I stip- 
’pme, that think they show their valour for the Truth, when they 
affirm their peculiarities strongly, and speak with a certain degree 
of edge, if not of bitterness, of the opinions of others from whom 
they differ. I apprehend it requires more real courage, to maintain 
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an opinion, and to assert it, in the spirit which the Word of God 
requires. This may be illustrated by alluding to some of the old 
Reformers. 

The Chairman.—1 beg our friend’s pardon, but we must bear 
in mind, our object is not so much to enforce what we are agreed 
upon. 

Rev. Dr. W, Symington. —I hesitated, whether I should speak 
or not, one sentence on that point. I shall not add any thing else. 
What I was going to allude to was, the difference in regard to what 
I would call moral courage, necessary to maintain a course of firm¬ 
ness, and necessary to maintain it, at the same time, in the true spirit 
of Brotherly love and forbearance. If we look at the German Re¬ 
former,—there is not one of us whose blood has not thrilled when we 
hav'e read, even in our boyhood, the answer he gave, when one of his 
kind friends tried to prevent him from going to Worms. He said, 
“ I will go, although there were as many devils in Worms as there 
are tiles on the roofs of the houses," There ivas much courage 
there. But there was not so much courage, as when the Reformer 
of Geneva said, “ Although Luther should call me a devil a thou¬ 
sand times, I will ever esteem him as a faithful servant of God.” 
This is the spirit in which we are to act. Let us remember, the 
same mind is to be in us which was in Christ. If we have not the 
Spirit of Christ, we are none of His. 

Rev. Alexander IM'Leod. —There is some difficulty, as it ap¬ 
pears to me, with reference to argument. There were differences 
in the Primitive Church, respecting which the Apostle said, “ Let 
every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.” . . . “ Who art thou 
that judgest another man’s servant to his own master he standeth 
or falletli.” When our honoured friend, this forenoon, said, that 
every Denomination muy learn something from other Denomina¬ 
tions, it was not new to me. I have been accustomed to believe, 
that every Denomination has maintained some important principle 
of the Word of God. I am not a Presbyterian, but a Congrega- 
tionalist; but I much prefer the order, and the mutual superin¬ 
tendence, that I see among them, to the divisions which take place 
amongst us. With respect to our friends of the Episcopal Com¬ 
munion, I admire the principle of superintendence, for the Apostle 
left us this idea:—“ Set in order the things that are wanting." I 
hope, when these two Denominations come over to us—for we are 
already united—they will not leave behind them either their order or 
their superintendence. There are our friends the Wesleyans, whose 
activity may put us all to shame. Here is a principle of the utmost 
importance,—a principle of universal, unceasing zeal fur the diffu- 
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sion of the everlasting Gospel of the grace of God. It is impossible 
to perceive the operations, and the consequences of this princijile, 
without respecting the conscientious convictions of that united 
Body. There is another opinion that is maintained with great per¬ 
tinacity, exclusively by that respected Body, a member of which has 
made the llotion which I now support,—I mean the Kingly Au- 
•thority of Christ. We ought to respect our Brethren of the lie- 
formed Presbyterian Church, for having maintained this important 
pripciple, while others have almost forgotten, that He hath a Name 
on His Vesture and on His thigh—“ King of kings and Lord of 
lords.” It appears to me, that we ought to respect the conscien¬ 
tious opinions of others, because we find, so far as the w'ords of 
Inspiration go, that we may look down from Heaven with an eye 
of equal regard upon all. It may be asked, whether the Denomi¬ 
nations spoken of in out times are spoken of in the Scrij)tnres of 
Truth I say they are spoken of in the prophetic Scriptures. Are 
they not represented as a hundred and forty and four thousand 
standing on IMount Zion, when the .Vngel of the everlasting Gospel 
is seen flying in the midst of Heaven, to preach to every nation, 
find kindred, and tongue, and people ? Who are they ? Believers 
from every Denomination. In a former chapter, they are repre¬ 
sented as having overcome •' by the blood of the Lamb, and by the 
word of their testimony ; and they loved not their lives unto the 
death.” On reading that prophetic, that .symbolical book, it is 
clear to me, that we are taught by these representations of the 
power of Christ, that to this .man God looks,—God looks to him, 
with an equal eye of regard, in whatever Couiinuniou he may be 
found ,—that is jtaor and of a contrite spirit, and tremUeth at His 
Word. 

Permit me to add ong or two brief remarks. One idea ha.s fre¬ 
quently presented itself to my mind, and I know it has to the 
minds of others, that the Church of the living God, during the 
reign of the Man of Sin, has been indebted for her very existence 
to her differences of opinion. Such has licen the spirit of despot¬ 
ism ; such has been the spirit of persecution ; such has been the 
gross misapprehension of the nature of Christ's Kingdom, which 
Kingdom is not of this World,—that, if all the di.sciples of Christ, at 
any period since the commencement of the reign of the .Man of Sin, 
had been all of one mind, they would have been exterminated by 
.the power that is represented as a woman drunken with the IiIcmhI 
of the saints. We arc fallen on better times. That dark ainl dis¬ 
mal period, I trust, nay, I believe with confidence, is about to ter¬ 
minate. God will terminate it. It has been said, that it may 
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require two or three hundred years to unite the Church of God. 
Will it require two or three hundred years of the power of Omni¬ 
potence r Cannot IIk, who created the World in six days, and 
made the seventh a day of holy rest, unite the disciples of Jesus in 
a far shorter period ? I trust the time is not far distant, when 
voices shall be heard in Heaven, and in a heavenly state of the 
Church of Jesus Christ on earth,—“ The kingdoms”—or as the 
words may be understood, the governments “ of this world have 
become”—not the kingdom of the dragon, or of the beast, or of the 
false prophet—but “ the reign” of Him, who gives “ the kingdom 
and the dominion under the whole heaven, to the people of the 
saints of the Most High !” Most cordially I second the proposition. 

Rev. Dr. Jenkyn.—I move,— 

“That the word ‘declared’ be introduced instead of‘understood.’" 

The word, declare, is more expressive. In the second place, it 
is more manly, in connexion with the Alliance; and, in the third 
place, it has already been introduced into the Supplement. 

A Member seconded the Amendment. 

Rev. Dr. Jenkyn’s Amendment was then put, and carried. 

Rev. Dr. Steane. —Another verbal alteration is proposed. In 
the third line, for the words “ or sanction of those of others, on the 
points on which they differ,” to substitute the words “ points 
wherein they differ. 

Rev. W. M'Ii.waine.—I move that Amendment. 

Rev. A. D. Campbell. —I second it. 

The Amendment was carried. 

Rev. A. S. Thelwall. —I would earnestly and affectionately 
call the attention of all the Brethren to those important and signi. 
ficant words, “ IVith due forbearance and Brotherly love;” and to 
the remarks which were made upon that part of the Resolution by 
the honoured Brother .who moved it. Let us remember, that, by 
the very nature of the Alliance, as well as by this particular 
Resolution, we are pledged, in the face of heaven and earth,— 
before God and the Church,—to conduct our controversies, in 
future, with a peculiar attention to that spirit of love and brotherly 
affection, which should be manifested by all the members of the 
family of God. 

The Third Resolution was then carried, in the following amended 
form:— 

“ That, in tliia Alliance, it is distinctly declared, that no compromise of the views 
of any Member, or sanction of those of others, on the points wherein they 
differ, is either required or expected; but that all are held as free as before, 
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to maintain and advocate their religious convictions, with due futbeurance and 
brotherly love.” 

The Chairman. —There are two points to be kept before us: 
one is, that it is most important to have suOicient mutter to go 
before a Public Meeting; and, therefore, that we should make 
progress this evening. Another is, that our friends do not wish to 
be detained in Town : and, unless you make progress, they will be 
detained longer than is convenient. 

Rev. Dr. Stkane read the Fourth Proposition,— 

*' That it is not contemplated, that tliU Alliance should assume, or aim at, the 
character of a new Ecclesiastical organiziitiun, claiming and e.\crcising the 
functions of a Christian Church. Its simple and comj)rehensivc object, it is 
strongly felt, may be successfully promoted, without interfering with, or 
disturbing the order of, any Eranch of the Christian Church to which its 
Members may respectively belong.” 

Rev. W. W. Ewbank. —Sir Culling, I hope that I know suffici¬ 
ently the value of my own time, to he careful of the time of othet.".; 
1 shall, therefore, attend, a.s much as I possibly can, to that very 
sensible recommendation which you have just given. I do think, 
that this Resolution, which has been committed to my charge, 
needs scarcely any advocacy ; hut, if you will allow me just to 
make an introduction to tlie few remarks I deem it my duty to 
offer, I would .say, that I feel, at every step of our jirogrt'.ss, the 
great truth which was announced by one of our friends,—that we 
ought not to make an idol of this our Evangelic.d Alliaiiee ; for I 
feel, that, if we riglitly uiiderstuiid the import of these several 
Resolutions, we shall .see, th.it there is .such a character of imper¬ 
fection—of necessary imperfection—stamped u]iiin all of them, th.-it 
it must forcibly bring to our uiiiuls, and that continually, our pre.sent 
imperfect state ; and,—while it makes ns joyful, that we are able 
to do as well as we have done,—yet, by the blessing of ftod, it will 
make tis earnestly hope for some better and brighter period, when 
we may lie able to unite together, not just by standing up for a 
moment, from within the limits of this Clinrch and that Church, 
—not by holding Brotherly Coinnuiniou between the ranks ns it 
were; but that, eventually, we shall come to that state, in which we 
may have an lliance, not only of individual Cliri.stians, but of all 
the Christians and all the ('hurches throughout the World. 

• Now, the Resolution naturally divides itself into two parts ; and 
allow me, for a moment, to give a simple illustration of what I 
mean. When I first saw it to be my duty and privilege to join 
the ranks of the Evangelical Alliance, a Brother Clergyman met 
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me one day, and told me, that he had just been reading the history 
of the war in Spain. lie said there was a scene in that war, quite 
in point with respect to the Evangelical Alliance. During a lull 
of the contentions of the two opposing armies, the soldiers on each 
side, not being engaged in direct hostilities, had begun to cultivate 
real friendship. They began to smoke their pipes together, and 
talk together ; and, at last the Duke of Wellington found it was 
necessary to put a stop to this. “ 'I’hat is,” he said, “ what the 
Bishops of the Church ought to do with you.” I do not agree with 
him : but it affords an illustration of this Resolution. These men 
were not deserters from their ranks: at the same time, they were not 
engaged in fighting the opposite party. They were between the two. 
Now this Resolution states, that we none of us intend to desert our 
own Churches, in order to make a new Church, and that we none of us 
intend to attack the Cliurches of our neighbours. Now, I think it is 
exceedingly difficult strictly to define a Church of Christ; for there 
is a meaning of the Church, in which I should be very sorry to 
deny that we are a Church; because I know, that, wherever two 
or three are met together in the Name of Christ, there is our Lord 
and Saviour in the midst of them. And I trust, that, in this sense 
of the word Church, we shall always continue to be a Church. 
But we all know what is meant, in conventional language; and we 
all of us, I know, are conscientiously attached to our Churches; 
at least 1 can say that for myself. For, though I can see many 
imperfections in the Church of England,—and can see them more 
plainly than perhaps, those of other communities, u’ith ivhich 
I am not so familiar,—still, with all its imperfections, I am a loving 
member of the Church of England. But 1 can myself most 
heartily assent to the first portion of the Resolution. I would 
impress it upon our Fathers and Brethren here, that it is not contem¬ 
plated, that we should assume the character of a new Christian 
Church. 

With the second part of the Resolution, I equally and cordially 
agree; and, if you will allow me to express the feelings of my owti 
mind, 1 will say, that I agree with it on this special account; that, 
in rending the Holy Scriptures, I do not see that there is a special 
order in the New Testament, which is positively commanded by our 
Lord Jesus Christ to be observed by Ilis Church. I think, it is a 
matter left open. I think, the Church, in any particular place, has 
a right not to have Episcopacy, or not to be governed by a Pres¬ 
bytery ; and I think, on the other hand, it has a right to assume the 
one order or the other, as, in the sight of God, it considers it to be 
best for the interests of the Gospel, and for the honour of Christ. 
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I can, therefore, agree with this Resolution. If there be anything 
positively wrong in the order of any Church.—anything positively 
opposed to the connnaiul of Clirist, then, I hope, this Alliance 
will, indirectly at least, interfere with that Church. It must 
indirectly interfere with every thing that is \vroiig in the sight o' 
Christ. But. believing, that it is not one Church alone which has th. 
only order of the New Testament; and believing, that every Church 
may learn much from its neighbour Churches ; I can, most heartily 
and cordially, agree with the second part of this Resolution ; and I 
earnestly believe, that the simple and comprehensive object—(how 
simple is that object—the uniting ourselves in fraternal love! 
how comprehensive is that object, in bringing t»)getber Brethren 
from the north and south, from the east and west, and making us 
feel, as we have felt, that we are Brethren together in Christ!)— 
I believe, that the simple and comprehensive object, udiatever other 
objects may be grafted on this great one—whate\'er we may find, 
in the course of time, that we may be able conscientiously to effect 
together, I believe, that the simple and comprehensive object may 
be successfully promoted, without interfering with, or disturbing 
the order of, any Branch of the C^hristian Church to which its 
Meml)ers may respectively belong. I have, therefore, great pleasure 
in commending to you this Resolution. 

Rev. Dr. Kino. —Perhaps I should simply second this Resolu¬ 
tion, without saying anything. It is the first time, however, I 
have taken part in your deliheratinns, and the last time I shall have 
the opportunity ; and, perhaps, in these cireumstances, I may be 
indulged in makino a few remarks 'I’his Resolution is intended to 
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meet certain objections, which have been brought, in .some ipiarters, 
and strongly urged, against the Kvangelical .Alliance. It has been 
said, that we are a.ssuming an Kcclesiastic.il character and preroga¬ 
tive ; that, instead of bringing Denominations together, we are 
virtually forming a new Denomination. Now, certainly, if the 
Alliance were to he judged of in thi.s view, it would be greatly 
defective and objectionable. Our Doctrinal Basis, however ex¬ 
cellent, would not suffice for an Ecclesiastical f’reed: our Com¬ 
mittees and Secretaries, however faithful, would not suffice for an 
Ecclesiastical Onvemment; and our qualification for Memhership 
would furnish a very inadi^qiiatc provision for Kcclesin.sticnl Disci¬ 
pline, But, if Ecclesiastical organixntioii be not designed, and not 
attainable by us (and it is happily unnecessary), we can retain our 
distinct syndads; we can retain our di.stinctive worship; we can retain 
our discipline ; and yet do much, unspeakably much,—more, I am 
persuaded, than we have ourselves apprehended,—to diffuse the 
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Truth of Christ, and to multiply its triumphs. Now, Sir, an 
Alliance gives but a limited opportunity for the expression of our 
Faith and our Hope: but there is a happy balance in the case,—a 
system of compensation. By so much as it limits the opportunities 
of evincing our common Faith and Hope, it makes room for the 
larger exercise and manifestation of Christian Charity ; and, among 
all these graces,—Scripture itself being our authority,—the greatest 
is Charity. As we prosecute our common beneficent engagements, 
perhaps a common Faith may fail us; and we may find, from our 
differing purposes, and from our anticipating different results, that a 
common Hope may fail us. But, “ Charily never faileth." Its going 
forth is, like that of the sun, to the end of heaven, and its circuit to 
the end thereof. AVe may employ a hammer, with very little effect, 
to break the icy bonds of winter. The frozen streams will be as 
frozen as before. The sun must rise, to melt what we could not 
break ; and then, the ice-bound earth will be free, and the ice itself 
will flow in streams, to fertilize the earth, to cover it with beauty, 
and to enrich it with produce. 

We must not omit the latter part of this Resolution. “ Its 
simple and comprehensive object, it is strongly felt, may be success¬ 
fully promoted, without interfering with, or disturbing the order 
of, any Branch of the Christian Church, to which its Members may 
respectively belong.” Now, this is true,—strictly true; and, there¬ 
fore, 1 propose it to the adoption of the Meeting with great plea.sure. 
At the same time, we have so many Churches and orders, as realiv 
to produce a great deal of apparent disorder; and I hope and trust, 
that these Sectarian distinctions are not to be as lasting as time. 
Our work is Union. Let that be distinctly stated,—distinctly 
understood. Our work is Union: but I just as firmly believe 
as earnestly hope, that one of its effects will be Incorporation. 
We meet to shake hands across the partition-walls; and the 
agreement is, that the partition-wall is not to be disturbed. But 
when we shake hands, what if the partition-wall will not bear 
shaking ? what if, in some cases, it begin to yield and bend, and 
fall, and disappear; and leave nothing but the recollection, to fill 
us with shame for causeless differences that are gone, and make 
us grateful to God for succeeding identificationBut we do not 
need Incorporation to vindicate, and to recompense, this move¬ 
ment. What a glorious spectacle we have witnessed this day! I 
am sure we all left the Public Meeting saying, It was good for us 
to be there 1 We cannot carry it with us; but we may carry 
away its spirit. Let us go home to be peace.maiert. Let us not 
rest, till we everywhere form Evangelical Alliances. Nay more— 
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till we make all Alliances Kvangelical: till we have diffused the 
spirit of this great con federation through all our relations and 
avocations in life. Let us labour, and not susj)eud our labours, till 
the Song of Angels has become the song of men, and the whole earth 
resounds with the acclamation, " (llory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, goodwill towards men ! ” 

Rev. J. H. IIiNTox.—Before the Resolution is put, permit me 
to give proof, that I feel the sentiments uttered by the speaker 
who has just sat down. The necessity of the remarks I wish to 
make, arises out of what I know, as a matter of fact, prevails out of 
doors, namely, the apprehension, I might almost say, the suspicion, 
that a disguised and covert, though not avowed object, of the 
Evangelical Alliance is, to produce that, which the gentleman who 
has just sat down has spoken of, under the name of Ecclesiastical 
Incorporation—the disappearance of the partition u’all—now dividing 
different Denominations, and the binding of different religious com¬ 
munities into one. Xow I have no objection whatever to any such 
results .as may, incidentally or consecutively, follow from the Evan¬ 
gelical Alliance; but they are not part of l/ie ofijixt of that Alli¬ 
ance, as I understiwd it. I quite Ixdieve, that Dr. King entertains 
the same opinion: but I wish the explanation to stand on record, and 
to go forth to the Public immediately after his remarks, lest they 
should be misunderstood. They will fall with somewhat of e(jui- 
vocal operation upon certain minds mit of doors, if the matter be 
not well defined. As to the que.«tion, in case of an incorporation 
or blending of two or more Denominations, which is to be given 
up } mine or yours I care not: if the influence of love leads me 
to the abandonment of what now constitute my denominational 
differences, I hail that rcstilt: I am quite prepared for it. Only let 
it be underst<x»d, that we do not aim at any such thing. What we 
aim at is Chrisliaii lore among aurselrex —differing as we do differ; 
and if anything of this sort arises, it arises incidentally, and solely 
from the cherishing of Christian love. 

Hon. and Rev. Baptist Xoei.. —I so perfectly agree with the 
remarks just made, that I am glad to give the echo. It seems to 
me, that, if we make Incorporation an object of the Alliance, the 
necessary effect on all parties will be, to make each give a bias 
to the movements of the Alliance towards the incorporation of all 
others into his own; and this would vitiate our proceedings to an 
incalculable extent. I am not quite so sure, os to the ultimate 
value of incorporation: but, be that as it may, we must abandon it 
as an object, or we shall do most material injury to the choracter of 
the Alliance. As I am on my legs, I wish to say a word on the 
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address that fell from Mr. Ewbank, in which, in commending the 
Resolution, and contending that the Alliance should not interfere 
with, or disturb, the order within the Church, he used the expres¬ 
sion, that none of us is attacking the Church of another. It is per¬ 
fectly true; none of us, in the Alliance, or in carrying on the opera¬ 
tions of the Alliance, is attacking the Church of another: but it is 
equally true, on the principles of the Alliance, (and it makes me 
have hope of .success,) that the one principle, which distinguishes 
our efforts from all that have preceded them, (the want of which 
has rendered all others abortive,) is,—that we do not pledge our¬ 
selves not to attack anything; we pledge ourselves to maintain the 
Truth, in defence or attack; only we must maintain a Christian 
spirit in all that we do. I feel conscientiously bound, to say one 
word on the phraseology of this, and various other parts of the 
paper. It is not the time to argue any peculiar opinions: but I 
have studied the New Testament, with considerable care, as to the 
meaning of the word Church; and I avow my conviction, that 
there is no such thing as a Visible Church. There are two senses 
in which the word is used in Scripture; in one sense, it is the 
whole body of believers in Christ Jesus, spiritually united; in the 
other, it is any body of Christians, locally situated. There are 
no other senses ; therefore, if we speak of a Branch of the Chris¬ 
tian Church, we are only speaking conventionally,—using modern 
language, not Scriptural. I do not mean, however, to press any 
Amendment. 

Rev. Dr. Kino. —As I have been alluded to by my most es¬ 
teemed friends, let me say, I entirely acquiesce in their observations. 
I stated, that I did not consider Incorporation to be the work of the 
Alliance ; and I thought that I had sufficiently guarded myself. 

Rev. W. W. Ewbank. —In any observations I made, I did not 
mean, in the slightest degree, to say anything against the former 
Resolution. 

Rev. W. M. Bunting. —As we are discussing distinctions, I 
beg to refer to one, which I think of great importance. There 
seems to be more than ordinary danger of confounding Churches, 
distinctively and denominationally, with Churches, Scripturally and 
Catholically, considered. Brethren may call their Sects Churches : 
all my desire is, to stand up for the great Christian Corporation, as 
constituted by the authority of Christ,—constituted, not by anything 
that distinguishes any one Sect from another, but by Catholic Doc¬ 
trines and Catholic Institutions, which are common to us all. I 
maintain, that, if we are within that Corporation, we need have 
no fear of falling out of the ranks of the Church, for we cannot 
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do so except by departing from the TrutI), and apostatizing from 
the Christian Profession. 

Rev. John Preston. —Mr. Hinton spoke of abandoning deno. 
minational differences, under the influence of Love. Now I am 
afraid of that Love, unless it be united with Truth. If, therefore, 
Mr. Hinton will unite in the love of the Truth, I will unite with 
him. I will sacrifice all my peculiarities to the imtver of Truth, 
under the influence of Imvc. 

Another remark, in reference to our valued friend, the Hon. and 
Rev. B. W. Noel. I agree with him (and the hint i.s, I think, a 
very important one) in not seeing the advantage of all Denomina¬ 
tions being swallowed up in one. 1 am quite clear that Denomina¬ 
tions, separately, have done much gotnl;—much that could never 
have been accomplished, if all the waters had flowed in one stream. 
I might instance the great stand against Popery, at the time of the 
Reformation. 1, therefore, agree wdth Mr. Noel. Yet do not mistake 
me, and suppose for a moment, that I wisli to cultivate bitterne.ss and 
animosity; I would have Lwe cultivated to the utmost extent; hut 1 
woul«l always have Truth go hand-in-hand with Love, and that our 
consciences shoidd be moved, a.s well as our affections. “ Love the 
Truth and Peace,” is what 1 woiihl in.scribe, if I had the power, 
upon the banner of the Evangelical .-Vlliance. 

Rev. N. M’Leoi). —I presume, that, though no one expresses his 
dissent from the definition of a Church, it does not fidlow, that that 
is the definition of the Alliance?' 

Rev. T. .Scales.— I am as anxious as any of my Brethren, that 
we should ha.stcn on our proceedings; at the .s.ame time, I think this 
is one of the points on which we should understand each other. 
In entering the Alliance, we did not banish our liberties, but our 
prejudices. The Resolution leaves us fully at liberty to express 
the opinions we lionestly hold. I feel persuaded, that the influence 
of the Alliance will be, to restrain me from attacking any C.’hurch ; 
but it leaves me at liberty to avow my opinion, with reference to 
all the religious institutions with which my Brethren stand con¬ 
nected. We must not, for a moment, allow it to go forth, that, 
by coming into the Alliance, we bind ourselves in regard to that 
liberty. I trust our Brethren will admit, that this is the principle 
on which we unite; and that it will be well understood in going to 
the vote. 

Rev. Dr. Beaumont —I trust it is fully understood, notwith¬ 
standing any remarks that may have fallen, that, in entering into 
this Alliance, we in no way compromise our right to maintain the 
Truth in Love,—both in and out of the Alliance. 
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The Fourth Propasition was then put, and carried. 

Rev. Dr. Steane read the Fifth Proposition 

“ That, while this Alliance is regarded as an important step towards the increase of 
Christian Union, it is acknowledged as a duty incumbent on all its Members, 
carefully to abstain from pronouncing any uncharitable judgeirient upon those 
who do not feel themselves in a condition to give it their sanction.” 

Rev. Dr. J. Smyth.—I have peculiar plea.sure, on account of its 
own intrinsic worth, in moving the adoption of this Resolution ^ 
and for this additional reason, that I am satisfied there will not be a 
dissentient voice with regard to its adoption, in this very numerous 
and influential assembly. The Resolution states a most pleasing 
fact, that this Alliance is identified with the increase of Christian 
Union; and 1 may appeal to every Father and Brother, whether 
that increase has not been in his experience realized during, these 
few ■ eventful days ? I am satisfied, that there has been a very 
especial manifestation of the spirit of Christian Love during our 
sittings; and, whilst we have, as men of independent minds—hold¬ 
ing firmly and fearlessly our views of Scriptural Truth —given 
honest utterance to the expression of them, it has been our earnest 
desire, to promote thiit “ Charity which is the bond of perfectness.” 
“Let brotherly love continue.” May the God of.peace continue to 
direct, and sustain, and guide all our future proceedings ! 

But, the Resolution goes on to suggest a course of Christian pro¬ 
cedure towards our Brethren, who have not seen it their duty to give 
this Alliance their sanction; and, on the behalf of not a few of 
these honoured friends, I say in this Assembly, and feel it my duty 
to say so, there are amongst them men, not only of as clear under¬ 
standing, but of as large and loving hearts as any present ; and 
that is saying not a little. They have conscientious difficulties; 
and, had they been present, uniting in our devotions—(although 
they have not forgotten us in theirs)-^had they united with us 
here, and witnessed the spirit that has pervaded the Assembly, I 
am satisfied, that many of these conscientious scruples might hare 
been effectually removed. I have no doubt but that—after the 
proceedings that have taken place, not only Acre, hut at the delight- 
fiil Public Meeting held to-day—there are not a few of these 
Brethren, who will see it their duty, and feel it their privilege, to 
unite with us. We know there are some who had difficulties at 
first. These difficulties, through the mercy of God, have been 
removed ; and others will follow the same course. 

Allow me to express the deep feeling of my heart, in reference 
to what my eye has seen since we met ti^ther. This is an era in 
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the ChmUftn Chwch, which slmll h.-ld i,. ,,vcrJaHti»g re,ncm. 
trance *,—nnd tfie more «re feel oar utter unworthinesit of the 
privileges we bare enjoyed, and our incompeteitcy, hr any wisdom 
or strength of our own, to attain tlie sublime objects which the 
Alliance contemplates,—the more must we realize the presence of 
that God, who alone can guide us in the paths of peace and righte¬ 
ousness. Hlay we expect His blessing! and that blessing will be 
given ,—“ even life for evermore.” 

Rev. C. Cook. —I am not going to make a speech ; but 1 am glad 
the opportunity has been given me of seconding the Resohttioii 
proposed by my dear friend who preceded me. It was my lot, in 
the course of our Conference, to oppose a ^Motion ; and, as 1 rose in 
trepidation, perhaps there was something like harshness ir my 
manner, for which I am desirous of apologizing to the Conference, 
and to that Brother. I am convinced of the purity of his motives: 
but I know many friends, who, had the additio’i proposed been carried, 
would have felt it an objection to the Alliance. It is not necessary to 
say anything about the Alliance being an important step towards the 
increase of Christian Union: you all know this ; and, whi t is lietter, 
you feel it. “ It is acknowledged as a duty incumbent on all its 
Members, carefully to abstain from pronouncing an" uncharitable 
judgement upon those who do not feel themselves in a condition 
to give it their sanction.” I believe you are in little danger of 
doing this, with respect to men in England, or in our Islands ; you 
know the men and their communications. I only desire to say, on 
behalf of Foreign Brethren, that,—though they may not be in 
a condition to give this Alliance their sanction,— yet they will 
extend to it the same charitable judgement, which you will naturally 
be led to exercise with respect to men of whose Christian character 
you are fully persuaded. We are no judges of those on the Con¬ 
tinent who will hesitate for some time to unite with this Alliance. 
Do not suppose, that they are actuated by any motive which you 
would not be inclined to cherish, while you do not know the men so 
fully as I have the happiness to do. Something has been said about 
division ; I wish simply to make one remark with respect to it. In 
the dark ages, human authority could only l)C attacked by separa¬ 
tion ; after a time, there was a transfer of the human authority which 
existed in Rome, to the great men of the Reformation ; and sub¬ 
sequently, divisions were necessary, to destroy that overwhelming 
influence of human authority, and to prepare the way for real 
Christian Union among the disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

I briieve the time has now come—especially from considering the 
testimony God has borne, in the blessing that has accompanied 
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Missions—the Episcopalian, the Presbyterian, the Independent, and 
those of all Evangelical Communities; the seal that God has put 
upon the men and their object; His disposing thinking men to give 
the right hand of fellowship, and to acknowledge those whom God 
has thus approved; and the feet that they have been allowed to 
engage in the general diffusion of the Gospel. 

Rev. Dr. Beaumont did not think this Resolution so happily 
worded as some others. He did not see why the word “ uncharita¬ 
ble” should be introduced. The Scripture rule is, “judge not" 
at all; and the whole sentence would be better, if the word “ un- 
charitable” were expunged. He would say, abstain from judging 
those, who do not feel themselves called upon to join the Alliance : 
but he did not wish to enforce it. 

Rev. PharcelijUs Church. —It seems to me, that this Resolu¬ 
tion has much weight in its pract-- I bearing. It objects to the 
spirit of proselytism, which is ap‘ t-. 'ing up in all organizations, 
and especially young ones. have lOi years been the friend of 
Christian Union, and have exerted myself, in a small way, to effect 
it: yet I have had serious objections to the formation of any party, 
lest that party should become a new sect, with the ordinary spirit 
of a sect—with a desire to make proselytes, to extend its reign, 
and increase the number of its converts. The Resolution under 
consideration is designed to check that tendency. I regard it as no 
fault, I impute it as no fault, to Christian Brethren, in the several 
organizations to which we belong, thf+ they do not fall in with us. 
1 am connected with a Denomination i.. the United States, that 
numbers some 800,000 communicants : and I am sorry to 
say, that, generally, that Denomination have not interested 
themselves in this cause, I have n, doubt they wUl. But 
I am quite sure, that to impute to them as a fault that they 
do not, would only aggravate the evil rather than remove it. 
I hope this will be recollected by all who are interested in the 
Evangelical Alliance, that we are to conquer by love,—that we are 
to go forth with no imputation against those who follow not with 
us. We are to win them by prayer; by showing that the influence 
of the organization, with which we are connected, upon our own 
character is favourable; and by that means it is, that we shall draw 
them under its influence. 

Rev. W. W. Ewbank suggested, and Rev. W. Bkvan seconded, 
a slight Amendment, which was adopted and incorporated with the 
Original Motion. 

Rev. W. M. Bunting moved that the words “at present" should 
be inserted: 

p 2 
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" Thou who do not feel themselves at present in a condition to give it their 
sanction.” 

A Member. —I second it. 

Rev. J. H. Hinton observed, that the whole proposition went 
against uncharitable judgement. We meant to outer a caveat 
against it in perpetuo. 

After a remark or two from Rev. W. M'llwaine and Hon. and 
Rev. Baptist Noel, Rev. \V. M. Bunting withdrew his Amendment. 

Rev. Dr. Beau.uont moved, that the word “ uncharitable" be 
expunged. ^\^Jich was seconded: but after a brief observation 
from Rev. G. Osborn, 

Rev. Dr. Bates said,—There is a judgement which is a justifi¬ 
cation, as well as a judgement which is a censure. 

Rev. Dr. Alder.— I hope we shall not he precluded from 
forming a favourable judgement of any one who is not in the 
Alliance. 

The Amendment was then put, and negatived. 

The proposition was then put and carried, in the following 
amended form:— 

** That, while the formation of thi.s Alliance is regarded ns .an important step 
towards the increase of Christian Union, it is acknowledged as n duty incum¬ 
bent on all its Members, carefully to absUiin from pronouncing nny uncharitable 
judgement upon those who do not feel themselves in [a condition to give it 
their sanction.” 

Rev. Dr. Steane read the Sixth Proposition;— 

” That the Members of this Alliance cami-atly and affectionately recommend to 
each other, in their own conduct, and particularly in their own use of the press, 
carefully to abstain from, and put away, all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, 
and clamour, and evil speaking, with ail malice; and, in all things in which they 
may yet differ from each other, to Ix! kind, tender-hearted, forbearing one 
another in love, forgiving one another, even ns God for Christ's sake hath for¬ 
given them ; in everything seeking to be followers of God, ns ^car children, 
and to walk in love as Christ also has loved them.” 

Rev. Dr. Peck, — I .should feel, Sir, in addressing thi.s assembly, 
exceedingly embarrassed, if 1 had not witnessed its deliberations 
from the commencement, and observed the kindnetis, forbearance, 
and confidence, characteristic of the spirit of the Brethren. I am 
happy, however, to be able to address this assembly, at this time, 
and upon this question. 1 have not heretofore obtruded myself on 
the attention of the Conference,—not liecause I have not had clear 
and well-defined opinions and views in relation to the various points 
that have been brought under discussion,—not because 1 have 
not had my preferences in relation to the propositions which 
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have been made, and passed or rejected; but because I was dis¬ 
posed to leave the matter in the hands of those who managed it 
better than I could, and because I saw every thing going on very 
well, and likely to come to a favourable issue, without my help or 
interference. I am exceedingly happy, that I have finally arrived 
at the conclusion in my own mind, that the expectations we formed 
respecting union, upon the great and general principles of Evan¬ 
gelical Churches and Christians, in the whole will succeed,—that 
nothing will be able to prevent the desirable result for which we 
have come together; and I earnestly pray for grace to enable us to 
maintain it. 

Those with whom I have been connected on the other side of 
the Atlantic, who have taken an interest in this question, have, as 
far as I know, felt an ardent desire for the success of this enter¬ 
prise : and, with very few exceptions indeed, all that 1 have 
heard said upon the other side, if it may be regarded as the other 
side, has been a mere fear or doubt with regard to the success of 
what they considered desirable, and what they most ardently prayed 
might be accomplished. I had not intended—1 had not expected— 
the high gratification of being present at this Conference, till a very 
few days before I embarked. But my prayer was—my hope was— 
that this grand enterprise would result in something most favourable 
to the Church, and would reflect glory upon the cause of our 
Divine Redeemer. I was requested to attend this Conference by 
several Bodies of Ministers located within the interior of the 
State of New York,—covering the territory a few miles west of the 
Hudson, and embracing the Valley of Wyoming, immortalized by 
one of your poets;—a territory with rising towns and cities, pro¬ 
bably more resembling old England, than any other part of the 
United States—densely peopled—^religious in its character, sending 
up the spires of its churches throughout its length and breadth. 
From this territory, more than four hundred Ministers of the Method, 
ist Episcopalian Church agreed in urging me to leave my official 
duties and my quiet home, to cross the Atlantic, and represent 
their wishes to this Body. We are here, that we might do what 
we have already done,—organize the Evangelical Alliance upon a 
firm Basis—a Basis which promises confidence—a Basis which will 
commend itself to the Churches all over the World—^which will 
show to the Churches and to the World, to our enemies as well as 
our friends—that we may agree —that we do agree, and are 
determined to j^ree, in every thing that is essential to our holy 
Christianity; and that we have resolved to leave our petty 
differences, and to unite in fighting the battles of the Lord against 
the common foe. To accomplish this object, I have been com- 
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missioned by my Brethren and friends; and I rejoice that I stand 
before you, full of the spirit of this enterprise. My heart has been 
glad. I never felt more comfortable in my life—it has been a love- 
feast—especially when we passed the flesolution for the formation 
of the Evangelical Alliance; that is to say, we pas.sed the Basis of 
our Union, and agreed to all its great general principles. 

Now I come directly to the Resolution: it concerns the Press. 
It has been announced, that persons are chosen to speak on the 
subject, who are engaged in the business of conducting the Press. 
I am not certain but some of my Brethren have had something to 
do in my appointment to this duty, for, very possibly, as I have 
been engaged in a number of controversies, and have written 
sharply, they think it necessary to commit me to the cause of peace 
before I return,—to bring me into circumstances, in which I must 
promise to conduct myself according to the rules of Christian 
charity,—the rules which bind this Association together, and which, 
we trust, are ultimately to bind the whole World together. Well, 
I am not at all averse to be brought to this i.ssue. 1 should feel 
myself unworthy to be placed in charge of a certain portion of 
our important and rather numerous Denomination of Christians in 
America, if I were not prepared to pledge myself to the whole of 
this Resolution to-day. The Religious Press has very much to 
answer for: there is a score of guilt lies against it, that must be put 
away by that repentance which brings after it amendment. It has 
given a thousand reasons to Intidels and Romanists, to reproach us 
with our differences, and with our bitterness;—with our want of 
agreement even in Christian feeling and affection, as well as in matters 
of doctrine. No controversies have been conducted with more 
bitterness and hatred than the religious controversies of the past and 
the present age; and the Religious Press is responsible for much of 
this. It is high time, that “ Charity, which is the bond of perfect* 
ness,” should be diffused through our Religious Periodicals, our 
books, our pamphlets;—that the Press should be sanctified, in 
order that our reading, our literature, may partake of that spirit of 
union, of affection, of mutual forbearance, and of Christian charity, 
with which we expect to imbue our sermons and private intercourse, 
as well as our prayers, and all that>we say, and all that we do, in 
the character and capacity of Christians. I>et the Press be sane, 
lifted! let the Religious Press be imbued with the spirit of Charity I 
let our Periodicals be conducted with that spirit of brotherly love 
and forbearance wbich pervades this Conference, and the work is 
done. That consummation for which we have so devoutly prayed, 
and which is so devoutly to be wished for, will have been accom- 
Tolished. The Churches will be united; God will be glorified ; 
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md the World, struck dumb in silence, will have nothing more to 
ay. I most heartily and cordially commit myself to the doctrine 
and principles of this Resolution. I hope and pray, that God in 
His infinite mercy may help all who are engaged in the great work 
of informing the public mind—of imparting knowledge through the 
medium of the Press, especially the Religious Press—that, in the 
spirit of Christ, they may be ready to sacrifice their own prejudices, 
so that all that is offensive to the tenderest Christian conscience, 
may be put away for ever from amongst us. With these observe 
tions and views, very imperfectly expressed, and knowing there is 
much to be done, I leave the Resolution in your hands. 

Rev. Dr. J. Cari.ii.e (of London).—The public are not fond of 
long articles, and generally, 1 think, they are not fond of long 
speeches; and if I approach five minutes. Sir Culling, you have 
my authority to call me to order. I will just state, in a sentence or 
two, the principles, which I think ought to regulate the Religious 
Press, generally ; and, emphatically, that portion of it which is con¬ 
ducted by Members of the Alliance; and the principle which I 
state, 1 will endeavour to adopt, as a guide in my oivn relations to 
the Press. I will only say, that, if I deviate from these principles in 
conducting that portion of the Press with which I am connected, I 
shall be deeply grateful to any Member of the Alliance, who will 
tell me of my error and convince me of the sin. In the first place, 
then, I will maintain, untouched and inviolable, the independence 
that I had before I ever thought of entering this Alliance. 1 have 
long thought—I think it now, as a Member of the Alliance—and I 
shall never cease to think—that the Truth of God never stands before 
our World in a more commanding attitude, and never secures for itself 
a larger amountof respect, oreven of renown, —andnever, on the whole, 
gives less of permanent offence, than when, in the exposition of her 
eternal principles, and in the assertion of her eternal claims, she 
stands before the World, and addresses it with a firm and un¬ 
daunted air. That independence, that freedom, that firmness, I 
trust, by God’s blessing, we shall maintain. Instead of pledging 
myself to abstain from all attack upon the errors of the Churches 
to which my Brethren belong, I will endeavour, on all proper 
occasions, and I trust in a proper spirit, to show them the truth 
more fully than ever ; because, in the same proportion that Christian 
Love takes hold of our hearts, in the same proportion shall we 
endeavour to be faithful, in spreading among our Brethren the 
principles which we believe to be founded on, and agreeable to, the 
Word of God. But all our controversies—and this I understand 
is the spirit of the pledge [now before us—may, and must be, 
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baptised with the Spirit of Christ. Here is the pledge which I take 
before my Brethren, before Angels, and before God: here is the 
pledge which, I trust. Brethren in connexion with the Press, and with 
this Alliance, will take with equal cheerfulness : that, on every page 
We write—on every page we publish—on every page fur which we 
are directly or indirectly responsible—the spirit of the Gospel will 
be strongly, clearlj', amicably displayed : that, while we never 
compromise a single principle of God’s Truth, we shall endeavour 
to defend God's Truth in the spirit of the Gospel of Christ. I 
regard the influence which the formation of this Alliance is likely 
to have upon the Religious Press,—and upon the Religious Public, 
through its agency, — as one of the most important and bene¬ 
ficial results that will follow the formation of this Alliance. I 
cannot conceal the conviction, that the Press has done more 
than the living voice, to mar the peace and impair the harmony, 
—to retard the progress, and cripple tlie energies, of Christ's 
Church in our land. I sincerely rejoice, that we have a prosjujct, 
mainly by the influence of this Alliance, of diffusing, by tlie 
Religious Press, more and more, the spirit of Christ; which we all 
know and feel is the spirit of Love. I have the highest satisfaction 
in seconding this Resolution. 

Rev. Andrew Tiio.mson. —Will yon allow me to add a word 
I have risen to make this statement, i believe, if we only enter 
into the spirit of the Resolution now moved and seconded, we shall 
introduce a new era in the spirit of religious controversy in this 
Country. I speak jii.st now, not so much <tf individuals us of 
Denominations. I am persuaded, we all need to enter more into the 
spirit of the Resolution than we have yet done. Controversy needs 
to be sanctified. I believe I might say, in reference to thi.s matter,— 
“ Let him that is without fault throw the first stone.” I feel 
myself, in regard to this Resolution, bound by a new pledge. In 
speaking from the platform or the pulpit, or in writing, should I 
enter into controversy, I feel bound to speak Ike Truth hi Love. 
Suppose I should give way to bitterness and malice, and evil 
speaking, which this Resolution condemns, I should feel myself 
much in the position of the dLsciple, to whom the question was 
addressed, “Did I not see thee with Him in the garden :" and I 
should deem it a reproof suflicient to bring the blush to my chet'ks, 
'sufficient to send me to my knees in the spirit of contrition 
Did not I see thee in the Evangelical Alliance ? I, therefore, 
enter into the spirit of the hfotion, with my whole heart; and, 
should we all enter into the spirit of it, with our whole hearts,— 
then controversy will produce those effects which, when rightly con- 



SIXTH DAY-EYEKING SESSION. 


217 


ducted, it is fitted to accomplish. It is a remark that every one has 
made, who has looked into controversial writers, that controversialists 
have rarely improved one another. The principal reason 1 believe 
to be just this that controversy has not been conducted, generally 
speaking, in the spirit that ensures success. Act upon the con¬ 
ditions of success, and success will be bestowed. But there is a 
Bible rule—a Bible principle—on the subject. Our German 
Brethren have spoken of the standing point. There is a standing 
point, from which to contemplate standing Truth; and that is just 
the place at which my Brother and myself have determined to agree. 
Let us take our stand where we agree. Let us stand there, and recog¬ 
nise each other as Brethren ; and the probability is, that we shall be 
able to agree a great deal farther. There is a certain atmosphere, in 
which alone Truth can be seen in the loveliness of her figure; and 
that is the atmosphere of Love. I, therefore, enter, with my whole 
heart, into this Resolution ; and I could wish, that “ controversy '* 
could be written in large capitals, and go forth in the embodiment 
of that passage of Scripture,—“ Speaking the truth in love.” 

Rev. E. Fraser (a gentleman of colour).—I have been very 
thankful for the opportunity, so kindly afforded me, of sitting in 
this Conference. I have desired to learn and catch something of 
the holy feeling, which has filled the entire assembly, and is evi¬ 
dently in it; but it is scarcely to be expected, that I should be 
qualified to take any part in the discussions. Your kindness must 
be attributed to that feeling, which is known to dwell in the 
bosoms of British Christians, towards that race of men from whom 
I came. If your time were longer, or if I had had an opportunity, at 
an earlier stage, to speak on a more general topic, I should have been 
glad to have said something concerning Christian men in Jamaica, 
from which island I come,—Missionaries of different Denominations, 
whose minds are moving in sympathy with yours,—whose prayers 
are ascending up with yours for the success of this movement,—and 
who stand ready, (1 have it in charge to say, from Presbyterians and 
Baptists, us well as from those of my own communion, Wesleyans)— 
to fall in with any movement that may be placed before us, 
for the purpose of promoting union amongst Christians. 1 should 
have spoken, if time had allowed, concerning the unfortunate 
African, for whose interests, it should seem, l^islators are now 
doing something. 1 should have taken occasion to remind this 
honoured company, that one of the happy effects to be expected 
from greater union amongst Christian Ministers and men, would be, 
a more rapid and extensive promotion of the Gospel of peace over 
the World; and, therefore, an antidote to that evil, which an 



218 


STA.N0SLIC41. ALLIAKCB. 


interested Legiislature mar effect for a time against the interests of 
Africa. 1 shall be quite content, if a more vigorous Christianity is 
impelled through the World,—assured that it will eventually put a 
atop to that man-destroying, soul and body destroying Slave-trade, 
as well as effect the conversion of Africa. 

But I think the request is, that I should speak to the |iuint now 
before the Conference. A simple man will generally speak from his 
own experience: he cannot do so from large stores of learning, and 
acquaintance with ancient authors; he must talk from his own 
heart, and from his Bible. I beg to say, therefore, that this object 
has been always before me, during the years I have been employed 
as an humble servant of a Mission—an object which has forbidden 
me to merge my Christian character in the official; and I have 
endeavoured, never to lose sight of the care of my soul while 1 was 
employed in the discarge of my public duties. I think that will be 
a sufficient pledge, that, so far ns 1 ant concerned, I shall take care 
to observe the spirit of this Resolution, and the line of conduct 
which it is intended to recommend. 1 think, when a person takes 
care of his soul, he will be afraid of indulging “ bitterness, wrath, 
clamour, and evil speaking.” So deep is my impression about this 
matter, that I have always had, and have to this day, a dread on 
my mind of newspaper writing, and of all subjects of controversy. 
It seemed to me, in most of those cases, that more wa.s lost fcr 
Love than was gained for Truth. 

Rev. Dr. Berciier. —I presume, we all understand the Motion ; 
but,—as it is to be put to you, and is as import.iut as new, and, if 
adopted, heart and head, so influential,—! wish just to say, that I do 
not undertake to exert the least influence against free and fair dis¬ 
cussion. The Papal power has tried the stifling of thought so long, 
that I do not think we ought to follow suit. Moreover, no man is 
80 nearly omniscient, as not to need to borrow rays of light from 
other minds. It has not pleased God to put eyes in our heads all 
round, and we need our neighbours’ eyes to see something behind ; 
there is so much that we cannot see. Moreover, if such an influ¬ 
ence should come upon ns, that we should never investigate sub¬ 
jects, it would produce stagnation, and weaken the Truth in its 
power and energy. It is nut enough, that the generation before us 
has gone through the responsibility of personally thinking; we can¬ 
not have thoughts by proxy, that will have power, and that will 
bum. We must think; and tvhen feebleness of thinking comes, 
the whole system of Society will go down. But it is properly said, 
it is more easy to think, and to speak, and to write earnestly, and 
to contend controversially, where exigency demands, than to speak 
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from the fulness of a benevolent heart, delivered from the narrow, 
ness of selfish partialities. Let controversy, for man’s sake, and 
for God’s sake, go on as long as it is needful: but “ let us keep 
our heart with all diligence, for out of it are the issues of life." 

Rev. Dr. Stkanb.—T he Rev. J. Tod Brown has an Amend, 
ment, in which he proposes, after the words “ the Members of this 
Alliance,” to introduce “ resolve personally, earnestly, and affec. 
tionately,” &c. 

Rev. J. Tod Brown. —I think this will commend itself to us; 
it will leave a flaw in the sequence, unless you imert the word 
“ personally,” in reference to what has been said on the subject of 
the Press. I merely beg to throw out the idea. I think this Re¬ 
solution might have the most blessed effect, both upon the Worldly 
Press and the Religious Press. Perhaps some of you will imagine 
the idea is somewhat crude; but it has often occurred to me, that, 
if any regulation could be made, by means of which the Con¬ 
tributor of any article to any Press, would be obliged to put his 
name to what he wrote, it would be advisable.—(Cries of “ No, 
No.’’) I think the idea is a valuable one. That, however, is 
scarcely relevant. I do not wish, that there should be any dis¬ 
cussion on the Amendment moved. 

Rev. Dr. Beaumont. —I beg to say, that I approve of the senti¬ 
ments uttered by Mr. Brown, and I second the Amendment. I 
concur in the observations of Dr. Beecher. 

Dr. Blackwood. —I do not like “ personal” in that form. I 
have no objection to resolving personally ; but I trust, each Mem- 
ber will say, by God’s grace; for I think, if we say “ personally,’ 
we shall fail. 

Rev. J. Tod Brown. —I will adopt those words. 

Rev. W. Andkrson. —I hope it will be left out altogether. 

The Amendment was then put, and negatived. 

The Chairman then submitte4 the original Resolution, which 
was carried.—(Cries of Adjourn.) 

Rev. J. Aldis.— I suggest, that we should go on. 

Rev. W. Bevan.—I implore the Conference, as they regard im¬ 
portant principles, to address themselves to the transaction of 
the matters of business before them, that we may be prepared, 
if possible, ere our Public Meetings close, to say, that we have 
arranged the scheme of organization. Let us not leave the 
Public to say, you have put before us your general Principles: but, 
as to what you intend to do, in carrying them into effect, you leave 
us in ignorance. 

Rev. Dr. Bennet.— I was about to move the A^ournment. 
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Kev. X. D. Campbell.—I second it. 

Rer. G. OsbORH.—I am sure the Public Meetings' Committee 
have quite enough before them. I think it better that the Meet. 
tings should be shorter, than that the Brethren should be unduly 
huivied in these Resolutions. There is ample matter for a Public 
Meeting : perhaps for two or three. 

Rev. Dr. Alder. —We can prepare enough for Meetings for a 
fortnight: but we are, at present, bound by the Regulations of the 
Conference to only three Sleetings. If so, we must classify the 
subjects to be brought under consideration. 

The Chairman. —Will any one move, that propositions that 
have passed lie made the subjects for the evening flieeting ? 

Dr. Alder. —By all means. 

The C11AIR.MAN. —Then we shall give you abundance of matter. 

The IMotion for Adjournment was then carried. 

Rev. J. H. Hinton moved, and Rev. T. Scales seconded, 

“ That the Meeting sit till Four o’clock to-morrow, if necessary.” 

The Motion was put, and negatived. 

Rev. Thom.« Mortimer engaged in prayer. 

The Conference Adjourned to Ten o’Clock on Wednesday 
morning. 
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Rev. Field Flowers moved, and Rev. Thomas Scales 
seconded, 

“ That Rev. Dr. Kidston preside orer the Devotional Exercises.” 

Carried. 

The Chairman gave out part of the 72nd Psalm, Scotch Version, 
which was sung by the Brethren. After which he read Isaiah xlix. 
and Rev. Dr. Patten engaged in prayer. The Brethren then sung 
23rd of the Scotch Paraphrases, and Rev. Dr. Jabez Burns engaged 
in prayer. 

The Chairman. —Friends and Brethren, it would be quite un¬ 
seasonable for me to occupy much of your time, when I consider 
the business you must transact this forenoon: but I cannot deprive 
myself of the pleasure of uttering a few sentences, in the interest¬ 
ing situation in which I am now placed. For the first time in my 
life, I have had the pleasure of being present at, and taking part 
in, a great Religious Meeting in this City,—the Metropolis of the 
Empire; and I may add, that I have often wished to be present in 
May, when so many ftleetings are held in which I feel a deep in¬ 
terest; but I never had that happiness. 1 rejoice, however, to 
have been in London, and to have winessed the formation of the 
Evangelical Alliance, which will, 1 trust, contribute to the welfare 
of mankind, and the glory of our common Lord. I have been a 
Minister of the Gospel for a long time. The 57th year of my 
Ministry lately commenced; and the Body with which I am con¬ 
nected includes nearly four thousand Ministers and congregations. 
We have carried on a correspondence with our Brethren of the 
Relief Synod ; and, with regard to that Body, we have been, for a 
considerable time, entirely on the same footing as are the Members 
of this Evangelical Alliance with each other. We are not incor¬ 
porated ; but I hope we shall be ere long. We maintain, however, 
Christian communion with one another; and, if we become united, 
the Ministers and Elders will form a body sufficiently numerous to 
fill every corner of this large Hall. There prevails throughout tha 
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Denomination to which I belong, but one desire —which is, that 
Union and Scriptural principles may prevail. I think, we may 
take a little credit to ourselves, and suppose that the example 
which has been set by the United Secession Church and the Relief 
Church in Scotland, may have had its influence in forwarding this 
Alliance. I hope that cur union will, ere long, W consummated. I 
have witnessed the proceedings of this Alliance, to as great an 
extent as my advanced years and infirmities permitted. I rejoice, 
in common with all its Members, to see, that there has been so 
much of the spirit of love, forbearance, conciliation, and concession 
to each other;—so that we feel ourselves to be \inited on the great 
principles of Evangelical Truth, and in our purpose to prosecute 
the common objects we contemplate; while, at the same time, we 
hold the peculiarities, by which we are, at present, and may con¬ 
tinue to be, distinguished. There is nothing in these days to pre¬ 
vent our union in love; and, if we are Members of the Body of 
Christ, we are ooe with each other in the participation of the same 
blessings, the cherishing of the same hope, and the prosecution of 
the same great object,—the glory of God in the salvation of our 
own souls, and the salvation of those to whom our influence ex¬ 
tends. I have taken the liberty to speak a little of myself, my 
dear friends and Brethren. I see, that, according to the proposal, 
seven years probably will elapse, before there will be another 
General Meeting. (Cries of “ No. no.”) It may be, and I hope 
will be, a little earlier. I was about to add, however, that,—being 
now in the 78th year of my age, and the 67th of my Ministry,—if 
seven years should elapse before you again assemble, I cannot hope 
to sit in another Conference of this kind. But I give the assur- 
ance to all my friends around me, that, if these years should elapse, 
and if it please God to spare me, and I have strength to travel 
from the North to the South, from Glasgow to London, I shall be 
among }’ou. If the Meeting take place at an earlier time, the 
prospect of my presence will not be so small. I trust, Go<l will 
direct your proceedings ; I unite most cordially with all my Breth. 
ren, in saying Amen to the prayers offered up f<»r continued union, 
and for wisdom to direct us. I pray God to pour out on us, iit 
large abundance, the Spirit of peace and love ! that He will endow 
every Member of this Alliance with that " tvisdum which is from 
above,” which “ is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be 
entreated, full of mercy and good fmits, without partiality, and 
without hypocrisy !” If He docs so, we may rest assured, that the 
God of peace shall be with us; that He will lead us in the way of 
which He approves; and that the results of the deliberations, and 
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of the labours, of those who have taken such an active part in 
the business of this Alliance, will be followed by consequences 
which will be held in everlasting and grateful rememberance. 1 
trust you will excuse me for having occupied so much of your timej 
but it has been the first occasion on which I have ever had the 
opportunity of addressing a London audience, and very probably it 
is the last. 

Sir Culling Eahdlky Smith then took the Chair, and said:— 
May I press it on every person, to make it a matter of ambition to 
be as short as possible } Let us see how we can deny ourselves, by 
taking up a brief space of time. There are two strangers in the 
Hall: but the fact is, I have been endeavouring to get a sketch 
taken of this scene, with a view to its being engraved. We should 
have said, perhaps, a few months hence, it was a great pity that it 
was not done. 

Rev. W. Bevan then read the Minutes of the Tenth Session. 

Rev. A. Kino. —There was an Amendment proposed by Mr. 
Ewbank, which does not appear in the Minutes. 

Rev. W. Bevan. —I believe the Amendment is embodied in th* 
Resolution. If the addition of a word meets with universal con 
currence, it becomes embodied in the Original Motion. If ever 
verbal alteration were recorded as an Amendment, the numbe 
would be cumbersome. The Amendment was adopted at once 
It was, therefore, not thought necessary to record it specifically. 

The Minutes were then confirmed. 

Rev. Dr. Alder reported the programme of the Second Public 
Meeting. 

Rev. E. Bickersteth. —I am requested by the Public Meeting» 
Committee, to state one or two things with reference to the speak¬ 
ers. It is one of our peculiarities, that, in the fulness of om 
sufficiency, we are in straits. There are numbers whom we should 
wish to address the Meetings, but whose names it is impossible to 
introduce into the lists. It is hoped, however, that, if the Con¬ 
ference approve, we may have a General Public Meeting, open to 
all, on Monday or Wednesday evening next; so that our American 
Brethren, whom we could not include in the present lists, may- 
have a farewell Meeting in Exeter Hall,—the admission to be 
without tickets. I may also mention, that our dear Brother Kyle, 
to whom we have been so much indebted, has been overcome by 
the exertions of the Meetings, and obliged, for his health’s sake, to 
return home. We had wished, that he should address one of the 
Public Meetings. I have a Resolution on this subject to present 
to the Conference. 
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The Chairman. —It is a little violation of order. It should 
come through the Business Committee. 

Rev. E. Bickehsteth. —I will refer it to them. 

Rev. W. W. Ewbank. —‘I move— 

“ That a Sub-Committee be appointed, to digest the various Communications made 
to the Conference, with a view to bringing up a Report." 

A Member seconded it, and it was carried. 

Rev. Dr. Steane. —I have to bring up the Report of the Busi¬ 
ness Committee, in reference to the management of the .short-hand 
writer’s notes. “ The Business Committee report to th^ Con¬ 
ference, that, having put the notes of the short-hand writer of the 
first day’s proceedings into the hands of a Sub-Committee, they 
have examined them, and find them so voluminous as to preclude 
all hope of preparing a digest of them for publication during the 
sittings of the Conference.” 

,1 have next to call the attention of the tN>nference to<i Resolu¬ 
tion of the Business Committee, with regard to the continuity of 
our sittings. The Business Committee are impressed with the 
importance of bringing the proceedings to a termination at the 
end of the present week. Brethren will perceive, from the state 
of the Hall, that numbers of our friends, an<l some of them most 
highly esteemed, have already taken their tlepartiire. That is the 
ca.se, not only with Brethren from our own Coiintry, but with some 
from Foreign parts ; and other Brethren are on the eve of departure. 
It seems, therefore, to be a matter of great importance, that this 
Resolution should receive the immediate attention of the Con¬ 
ference. The Resolution is expressed in the following terms:— 

“ That this Committee, considering the state of the business Ireforc the Conference, 
and the great importance of bringing it to n conclusion in the present week, 
reapcctfully, but with great earnestneiis, recommend to the Conference, to 
continue its sittings, with no other interruptions than the Public Meetings on 
Wednesday and Thursday evenings.” 

Rev. Dr. S. H. Cox.—Should it not state, that the Conference is 
to be brought to a conclusion this week } I think it is very desirable. 
When the Branches are organized, our Brethren cun do many 
things there, which it is not competent for them to do here. I 
think we might close this week, and lose no good influence. 

Rev. Dr. Steane. —It is for the Conference to consider. Whether 
they will adopt that Resolution, if put before them through the 
Business Committee? They will then feel, that they are called 
to bring the Conference to a close, and will use all the means in 
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their power to accomplish that desirable object. We commence 
this Morning with the Objects: we have then the General Organi¬ 
zation, and the Organizatioa of the British Branch, to take into 
consideration. I would venture to express a hope, that you will 
proceed with short speeches, and business tact; and then we may 
hope to attain this desirable end. 

Rev. Dr. S. H. Cox.—1 move,— 

“ That this Conference adopt the recommendations of the Report now presented." 

Rev. J. Anoeli. Jambs.— I second it. 

Carried. 

Rev. Dr. Steane. —The first business claiming the attention 
of the Conference this Morning is, the first proposition under the 
head of “ Objects 

" That, inasmuch as this proposal for Union originated, in a great degree, in the 
sense very generally entertained among Christians, of their grievous practical 
neglect of our Lord's New Commandment to His disciples, to ‘love'one 
another,’ and of the many schisms that rend the Church of Christ,—in all 
which oflhnces, the Members of the Alliance desire, with godly sorrow, to 
acknowledge their full participation,—it ought to form one chief object of the 
Alliance, to deepen in the minds of its own Members, and, through their 
influence, to extend among the disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ generally, 
that conviction of sin and short-coming in this resjrect, which the blessed 
Spirit of God seems to be awakening throughout His Church; in order that, 
humbling themselves more and more before the Lord, they may be stirred up 
to make full confession of their guilt at all suitable times, ami to implore, 
through the Merits and Intercession of their merciful Head and Saviour, 
forgiveness of their past offences, and Divine grace, to lead them to the better 
cultivation of that brotherly affection, which is enjoined upon all, who—loving 
the Lord Jesus Christ—are bound also to love one another, for the Truth* 
sake which du'elleth in them.” 

The Chairman. —May I beg of the friends who move and 
second this Resolution, to set an example of brevity. 

Rev. J. Haldank Stewart. —I readily comply with the request 
of the Committee, who have appointed nte to an office, of which I 
was not aware till I entered this room,—namely to address the 
Meeting upon this topic. I would render my thanksgivings to 
God, for inclining us to place this proposition in the front of our 
Objects. When we go before the Public, we shall not appear, 
saying, as the Pharisee, “ Stand by thyself, for I am holier rhatv 
thou;" but we shall come, as sinners saved by grace, desiring to 
acknowledge our offences, to humble ourselves before Almighty God, 
and to seek the blqod of sprinkling; and,—having sought this, and 
having obtained the forgiveness of our sins,—to entreat that the Holy 

•i 



226 


EVANGELICAI. AEllANOE. 


Spirit may be poured upon ns, that we may enter the World under the 
influence of the Spirit of Love. This I conceive to be the purpose 
of this Resolution; and the more it is considered, the more it will 
meet with the approbation of all our friends. Our place is, as 
sinners, lowly; and tliis is a feeling, almost beyond all others, that 
should bring us to the cross of Christ. It was this feeling which 
seemed to occupy the mind of the Apostle in his earlier days. 
He says, “ I am the least of all the Apostles; which am not worthy 
to be called an Apo.stle, because I persecuted the Church of Christ.” 
When he was near the close of his Apostleship, he still entertained 
the same feeling: “ He put me into the ministry, who was before 
a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious.” Whilst he is making 
that acknowledgement, he utters that sentence, which we can never 
hear too often, ‘‘This is a faithful s.aying, and worthy of all accepta¬ 
tion, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of 
whom I, am chief.” 

Rev. Professor Campbell. —I am saved the necessity of making 
a speech, because, much as I have admired the tact of the Committee 
in drawing tip these Resolutions, 1 find as much to approve in the 
present as in any of the preceding. 1 think, with great judgement, 
you have made this the,/f>.v/ Object; and 1 am fully persuaded, 
that, if we fail in this, we must fail in everything else. Except we 
acknowledge our violation of the law of brotherly love in times 
p.'ist—confess that sin, humble ourselves because of it, and implore, 
through the Merits and Intercession of Christ, the pardon of our 
sins, and grace for the future, I have no hopes of success in other 
Objects. I also feel, that I need not make a sjieech, because he 
who moved this Resolution has, in his whole history, bten an 
example before the Church of Christ of the principles of our 
Alliance. I will not, therefore, trespass on your lime, because I 
wish to expedite business. 

Rev. Dr. Steank stated, that an Amendment was proposed by 
Rev. A. King, presenting a new set of Objects, which, perhaps, 
must therefore come first. 

He then read all the Amendments that had been proposed. 

Hereupon aro.se a good deal of conversation, as to the order of 
business, in which several Alcmbers took part. 

Rev. Dr. Urwick suggested, whether it might not facilitate the 
proceeilings, to send the Amendments to the consideration of a Sub- 
Committee, who might bring up a Report ? But this suggestion, 
on consideration, was withdrawn. 

Rev. Dr. Massie suggested, that Brethren who had Amend- 
ents should consider, whether they were important Thirty 
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Brethren had given nine months to the consideration of these 
Resolutiofis, some of whom were now absent. 

Hereupon, Rev. Dr. Jenkyn and Rev. A. Thomson, by consent 
of the Conference, withdrew the Amendments of which they had 
given notice. 

Rev. A. King moved, Rev. Thomas Greenfield seconded,— ^ 

“ That for the five Propositions contained in the Resolution, four othera be substi¬ 
tuted (contained in a paper placed before the Chair by the mover of the 
Amendment).” 

The Amendment was negatived. 

Rev. W. Patterson proposed to omit the words, “ and of the 
many schisms that rend the Church of Christ.” He thought the 
phraseology of the Resolution appeared rather confused and am¬ 
biguous, and he objected to the doctrine. He was perfectly willing 
to acknowledge the guilt of neglecting that important commandment 
to love one another; but he could not consent to acknowledge 
offences which he had no knowledge of having committed. Were 
we prepared to condemn every schism in the Church of Christ ? if 
so, we must condemn Luther and the Apostles of Christ, and indeed 
the Saviour Himself; for they all caused divisions: and, if the 
circulation of the Truth in Love caused division, he should not be 
prepared to acknowledge guilt. 

Rev. J. Cohdeaux.— I sympathize in the remarks m.ade. I feel, 
that I have neglected the command of our Lord; but I do not feel, 
that I have been guilty of schism. 

Rev. Andrew Thomson.— I feel confirmed in my judgement 
by the fact, that a similar Motion was made by Mr. Patterson, 
without our being cognizant of each other’s feelings. I cannot 
subscribe to any participation in the schisms that have rent the 
church of Christ; still less am I prepared to moi’e, that other 
Brethren shall make such confessions. But, if you look to the 
Resolution, it amounts to every Member of the Alliance acknow¬ 
ledging “full participation” in the schisms that have rent the 
Church. I think there may be hypocrisy in penitence, as well as 
in piety ; and both are to be avoided. 

Rev. Dr. Wardlaw supported the Amendment. While taking 
a portion of guilt, for the neglect of our Lord’s commandment to 
love one another (and who would not .^), he could not feel guilty 
of the many scliisms that rend the Church of Christ, notwithstand¬ 
ing the part he had taken in religious controversy. 

Hon. and Rev. Baptist Noel differed, with deep regret, from 
a Brother so venerable; but he thought it important to retain the 
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clause. In the first place, he believed, that scktsm intimated 
divisions of heart rather than separation of worship. It was im¬ 
portant to retain that sense, and to make it prominent. He should 
be sorry, that such a sense of the word schism should be adopted, 
as would make his friend a schismatic: but he should be glad to 
retain words, that might impress upon the World, that by schism we 
did not mean separation. In the next place, it would be a serious 
loss, if we did not express guilt for those sins of heart to which our 
Brethren have pleaded guilty. He was persuaded, there was not 
one with a heart so warm, or a mind so large, ns not to have been, 
in some measure, guilty of separation of heart from Members of 
the same Church, and of different Churches. For these two reasons, 
—to avoid attaching a sense to schism which it docs not bear, and 
disowning a guilt, of which all are partakers, he hoped Brethren 
would retain the expression. But, if it were too strong, let it be 
omitted, and all would be satisfied. 

Rev. Thomas Binney supported the Amendment on similar 
grounds to those urged by Mr. Patterson. 

Rev. A. S. Thblwall. —I think we ought to feel deep humilia¬ 
tion on account of the sins of the Church at large. These ought 
to be on our hearts. We, taken as a Brotherhood, are linked 
together by cl(»e and indissoluble ties, the force of which we ought 
always to have felt. We, as a great Body, have been involved, for 
a long series of years—for ages—in sins that should weigh heavily 
on our hearts, and humble us in the dust. We should be humbled 
on account of the sins of the whole Church of Christ. 1 mean on 
the principle on which Daniel proceeds, xvho, in confessing sin 
before God, confesses his own sins and the sins of his people ; and, 
throughout that beautiful prayer in the ninth chapter, he speaks as 
having a burden on his own conscience, on account of the sins that 
his people had committed against God. 

Rev. Tiios. Scales and Rev. Dr. F. Cox offered sug¬ 
gestions : and, after some explanations, 

W. A. Hankey, Esq. said, I object to the omis-sion. I 
consider, that we are to weigh our characters and actions, not 
according to human opinion, but according to the Divine command¬ 
ments ; and who of us, I ask, has not taken pleasure in some 
acrimonious pamphlet levelled against some of our fellow Christians? 
We have not written it, or spoken what it contains: but we have 
fejoiced in the spirit of it. I am persuaded, that, if every individual 
will try his own heart in the balance of the Sanctuary, he will find, 
that he has not the power to repel the charge acknowledged in this 
Resolution. 
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After some further remarks from Rev. J. Cordeaux, Rev. W. 
Sevan, the Chairman, Rev. W. M. Bunting, Rev. J. A. James, 
Rev. Dr. F. A. Cox, and Rev. D. M'Afee, 

Rev. E. Bickerstbth rose and said,—I cannot but concur in 
the Amendment, though I drew up the Original Motion. 1 think 
it will meet all our views and wishes. I desire, that we should have 
a Resolution that will carry the hearts of all. On such a truly 
momentous subject as humiliation, it is exceedingly important, that 
we should carry with us the entire convictions of every Member 
present. 

Rev. W. Bevan read the clause, as it was now proposed that it 
should stand; which the Mover and Seconder consented to adopt. 

The Resolution was then put and carried, in the following 
Amended form:— 

" That, inasmuch as this proposal ibr Union originated, in a great degree, in the 
sense very generally entertained among Christians, of th^ grievous practical 
neglect of our Lord's ‘ new commandment’ to His disciples, to ‘ love one 
another,’—in which offence the Members of the Alliance desire, with godly 
sorrow, to acknowledge their full participation,—it ought to form one chief 
object of the Alliance, to deepen in the minds of its own Members, and, through 
their influence, to extend among the disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ 
generally, that conviction of sin and short-coming in this respect, which the 
blessed Spirit of God seems to be awakening throughout His Church ; in 
order that, humbling themselves more and more before the Lord, they may 
be stirred up to make full confession of their guilt at all suitable times, and to 
implore, through the Merits and Intercession of their merciful Head and 
Saviour, forgiveness of their past offences, and Divine grace to lead them to 
the better cultivation of that brotherly affection, which is enjoined upon all 
who—loving the Lord Jesus Christ—are bound also to love one another, for 
the Truth’s sake which dwelleth in them.’” 

Rev. T. R. Birks moved,— 

“ That the great object of the Evangelical Alliance be, to aid in manifesting, 
ns far as practicable, the Unity which exists amongst the true disciples of 
Christ; to promote their Union by fraternal and devotional intercourse; to 
discourage all envyings, strifes, and divisions; to impress upon Christians a 
deeper sense of the great duty of obeying our Lord's command, to * love one 
one another ;’ and to seek.the full accomplishment of His prayer, ‘That they 
all may be one, as Thou, Father, art in Me and I in Thee ; that they also 
may be one in Us: that the World may believe that Thou hast sent Mo.”' 

I will not detain the Conference one moment on the Resolution. 

I will simply say, that I think we ought to pass the Resolution, 
and to consider every Amendment with deep thought; and to avoidi 
as far as possible, all doubts and distractions, which tend to destroy 
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the influence of the Resolution on which we arc engaged, W'e 
mast all remember the importance of the last clause: we are only 
under-workmen; we ought to reuneintier our subordination to 
Christ, if this Resolution is to liave any practical influence upon 
ourselves and others. 

J. M. Stbachan, Esq,—My hope was, that the Rev. Gentle¬ 
man who preceded me, would have made my duty little more than 
formal. I am not going, iiutwithstanding, to trespass long upon 
the attention of the audience ; but having had the happiness, at an 
earlier period of my life, in a remote Country, to witne.ss some 
practical illustrations of an Alliance, similar to that u'hich we are 
now, by God’s blessing, about to institute upon a much larger scale, 

I will take the liberty of adding an instance or two to what has 
come to us from another part of the Globe, of Ministers and others 
meeting together on the very terms of this Resolution : 

“ The great object of the Evangelical Alliance is to aid in manifesting, as far as 
practicable, the Unity which exists amongst the true Disciples of Chrixt ; to 
promote their Union by fraternal and devotional intercourse; to discourage 
all envying*, strife*, and divisions.” 

The instance to which I allude occurred in India, in the earlier 
days of Christianity in that country,—I think I may say, without 
detracting from the times that now are,—the Irest days of (.'hris- 
tiauity; that is to say, when it involved the taking up of the cross, 
with all its odium and reproach, but with all its blessings. In 
those times, on the banks of the Hooghly, a company,—consisting of 
Mr. Brown, then the Senior Chajdain ; of a Gentleman, wlio has 
since been honoured with almost the highest oflices in the Church, 
Mr, Corrie; and of another, whose name and prai.se is in all the 
Churches, Henry Martyn,—were accustomed to assemble with the 
venerable founders of the Baptist Mi8.sion, the loaders of the 'I'rans- 
lation of the Scriptures into the Oriental tongues in modern times, 
Carey, Marshman, and Ward,—to aid one nnotlier by tlieir moral 
power, by conference, and by zesil; exhibiting to all the Foreign 
labourers, who came from distant ]>nrts to that field, an example of 
Unity in the true Members of Christ, such as has never been seen, 
except by those who had the opportunity of witnes.sing such men 
go forth to their labours. This was attended with the most blessed 
effect on their spirit and usefulness. Another instance occurred at 
Madras, where, at the same early period, we saw a venerable man, 
a Minister of the Church of England, still spared in this Country ; 
whose house and heart were open to Missionaries of every Denomi¬ 
nation coming from Europe to that Continent, some of whom are 
now in the room to testify to this fact; who, with me, will bear 
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testimony, that, if ever the enjoyment of social iutefCOUWe, 
and pervaded by Christian feeling, delicacy, and truth, were en¬ 
joyed, it may be said to have been enjoyed there. It is because of 
the sweet remembrance of those days, and tJieir blessed influence 
upon character, which I then had the happiness of witnessing,—and 
believing, tliat, in proportion as the same practices are extended, 
the same influence will result, that I give my cordial support to the 
Resolution. 

Rev. S. L. PoBinoY.—There is one thought, which I do not recol¬ 
lect to have heard suggested, respecting this diversity of Denomi¬ 
nations, which I beg leave just to state ; it is this, that, in the pre¬ 
sent state of the World, with all the darkness, and ignorance, and 
wickedness, and love of power, that there is in the human heart, I 
am by no means sure, that this diversity of Denominations may not 
be quite indispensable to the security of the rights of conscience, 
and the safety of Religious Liberty. While it may have its disad¬ 
vantages, I think we ought not to forget, that it may have its 
advantages also. I should not be willing to have all the Denomi¬ 
nations of the World, and the very best men in the World, 
m any one country, or throughout the Globe, consolidated into one 
grand Church, as such ; for I should not dare to trust them with 
the power that would be in their hands. 

Rev. W. Anderson moved, — “That, after the words ‘ promote 
their Union,’ in the third line, the words ‘ in judgement and 
affection’ be inserted.” I trust this Amendment will be at once 
agreed to; it is not a verbal Amendment ; it is one, the principle 
of which has been declared by the Conference, although I think it 
desirable it should be more explicitly brought out; it should be 
manifest, from what is agreed upon, that earnest zeal for /he Truth 
of God is not, in any way inconsistent with Love; that, on the 
contrary, they are to be put, not in antagonism, but the one as ulti¬ 
mate to the other. I do not mean to argue; but it appears to me 
desirable, that we should put in the words “ in judgement and 
aflection,” after the word “ Union.” I concur entirely in the great 
object of the Resolution ; and, believing it is our duty to seek that 
union which God has promised in His Word, when the Lord said, 
“ Thy watchmen shall lift .up the voice; with the voice together 
shall they sing : for they shall see eye to eye, when the Lord shall 
bring again Zion;” or, to put it in another form,—wishing we 
should endeavour, all of us, to draw a little nearer to the World 
above, where there is neither error nor sin to divide us;— I cannot 
admit, that it is the mere want of Love which prevents us from show¬ 
ing our full enjoyment of Ecclesiastical fellowship with some beloved 
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Brethren: I cannot admit I believe, there are other causes 

of a weighty kind, that operate in preventing persons from full fel¬ 
lowship with one another; and wo ought to aim at a higher point, 
the promotion of union in Judgement and affection. I throw that 
thought before the Meeting,—believing that it will meet with their 
almost unanimous concurrence. 

Rev. A. 31. Rookrson seconded the Amendment. 

Rev. W. W. Ewbank. —If you adopt this Amendment, you 
completely alter the whole character of the Alliance. Unity in 
judgement is most desirable: but the great object of the Evan¬ 
gelical Alliance is, to promote union and love, in spite of differences 
in judgement. If you say, that the great object is to promote 
union in judgement, it may be right: but it is not what we mean. 

Hon. and Rev. B. W. Xoei..—I object to that Amendment. I 
wish we were united in judgement, as far as can be ; but I object 
to it, because it seems directly contrary to the Apostolic admo. 
nition, “ Receive ye one another; but not to doubtful disputa¬ 
tions that is, not to the discussion of differences. The effect 
would be, to press us into discussion ; which, in our present state, 
would greatly enfeeble us. 

Rev. J. Bego. —It ifi in conformity with an Amendment before 
adopted. I dissent from the idea expressed, that it is nut desirable 
that the Church of Christ should be one. I think, we ought to aim 
at having one fold, as there is one Shepherd. I think, that is the 
nobler object to aim at; and it is for the purpose of keeping that 
idea before us throughout, that I think it necessary these w»)rds 
should be inserted. I differ respectfully from Mr. Noel, os to think 
ing there is anything inconsistent with our object in the |)ro]H>. 
sition. It is, I maintain, a nobler object: but not inconsistent 
with the one expressed. 

The Amendment tvas then put, and negatived. 

The Chairman. —The question now is that the clause do pass. 

Rev. A. King.—I beg to propose, as an Amendment, the first of 
the Propositions I have handed in. 

The Chairman. —What is the feeling of the fleeting, as to 
entertaining it a second time ? Is it your opinion, that this Amend¬ 
ment, having been put in tolo, and rejected, we should consider 
that part which refers to the present clause ? 

Hon. and Rev. B. W. Noel. —If they are in order, we should 
vote upon them. 

Rev. A. King. —I shall briefly state, why I urge this Amend¬ 
ment upon the consideration of the Conference. In the first place. 
I think there are several vogue expressions in the second Propo- 
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sition, which it would be exceedingly difficult to explain hereafter, 
though we may arrive at a tolerable understanding concerning them 
here. How are we to understand the second member of the Pro¬ 
position, “ To discourage all envyings, strifes, and divisions ?" 
What machinery are we to get up to repress controversy ? Then, 
with regard to the conclusion of this Proposition, I think it is a 
mere repetition of the conclusion of the foregoing. The Propo¬ 
sition I have submitted will present the great* idea, and avoid the 
evils I have pointed out. 

Rev. T. Greenfield seconded the Amendment, which was then 
put, and negatived. 

The Chairman. —The question is, that the clause do pass. 

Rev. C. Hargrove. —I feel constrained to make a very few ob¬ 
servations. The Resolution seems to me defective: indeed, I think, 
erroneous, in one respect. It puts before us the full accomplish¬ 
ment of our blessed Lord’s prayer; that is, the perfect Unity of 
the whole Church, as the object of the Alliance; which, in the con¬ 
viction of my own soul, I believe will only be effected by the 
Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. I do not at all mean to say, that 
I want to press my convictions on others: but 1 cannot assent to 
what is contradictory to my own convictions. I also think, it is 
inconsistent ; inasmuch as, while you put forth the full accom¬ 
plishment of our Lord’s prayer in the perfect Unity of the Church 
as your object, your Articles hinder this to a considerable extent, 
because there are a number of Christians excluded. A Brother 
here says, that he believes hundreds of Roman Catholics are true 


Christians : they cannot come among you. There are hundreds of 
Quakers true Christians: they cannot come among you. There 
are many Plymouth Brethren, so called, that cannot come among 
you. Then, if all these are hindered from coming among you, 
there are many saints that you hinder, by your own Articles, from 
effecting the object which you put before them. That, I think, 
is exceedingly wrong; I could not give my assent to this; and it is 
the only Article, I would say for myself, that I think to be untrue. 
I%the others, I can from my soul agree; I believe they are true; 
but I believe they have a stern aspect,—inasmuch as they tend to 
keep out those whom God has received. A dear Brother said, 
“ What is the bond in Heaven ?" it is this, “ Worthy is the Lamb 
that was slam.” But there are thousands taught to sing that song, 
to whom the door of the Alliance is not open; and I think it is 
contradictory to the paragraph, « the full accomplishment of His 

prayer.” I do not wish to divide the Assembly: all I want is to 
express my feeling. 
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Rev. A. D. Campbell. —I do not consider, that “ to seek the 
full accomplishment of that prayer ” is Scriptural. I believe it is 
reserved to the Second Coming of our Lord and Master Jesus 
Christ; and, to meet the feelings of Mr. Hargrove, I think these 
words (which I move as an Amendment) should be inserted,— 

“ After the words ‘ to seek,’—‘ as far as may be in the present dispensation.’ ” 

Rev. C. Hargrove. —I second that. 

Rev. C. Cook. —I think neither the Mover nor the Seconder 
would object to seek this consummation ? And I think to seek such 
a union is desirable. 

Rev. E. Bickersteth. —Perhaps, holding the views of Mr. 
Campbell and Mr. Hargrove upon the Pre-millennial Advent, I may 
say, I do not object to the phrase as it stands. I believe our Lord 
will come before the accomplishment of that object: bnt we are to 
seek it, by earnestly praying for it. 

Rev. T. Scales. —It is not this Article, but the Basis, that 
excludes the parties to whom Mr Hargrove has alluded. 

Rev. \V. W. Ewbank. —I humbly suggest to the Mover and 
Seconder of the Amendment, that, in using these words, we are 
simply following the example of St. Peter. Our Saviour distinctly 
prayed for the conversion of His murderers; and St. Peter did not 
think it wrong to preach to them earnestly—seeking, therefore, 
their conversion, by preaching: consequently, if our Saviour prayed 
for the union of all His disciples, we may instrumentally seek their 
union. 

The Amendment was then put, and negatived. 

The Chairman —The question is, that this clause, as it now 
stands, do pass. 

The Motion was carried. 

Rev. Dr. Steane. —There is a notice of a clause to be inserted 
between paragraphs 2 and 3, by the Rev. R. W. Overbury. Mr. 
Overbury gave notice of a Motion, which was referred to the Business 
Committee; and they have determined, that this is the place in 
which it shall be taken up. It is as follows:— 

“ That a further object of the Evangelical Alliance be, to promote, as far as in 
them lies, a more extensive agreement of views, as it regards those parts of 
their Lord's will, concerning which the Brethren united in this Confederation 
nt<present differ; and that this end be sought, —not by any attempt on the part 
of some of the Brethren to impose their views on others of the Brethren, nor 
by erecting among themselves any tribunal for the determination of matters of 
doctrine and discipline: but, Pint, by cherishing individually a just sense of 



SEVENTH HAY—JfOBNING SESBION, 2S6 

their need of a more perfect knowledge of the will of their Divine Redeemer; 
Secondly, by earnest, believing, united, and persevering prayer and supplica¬ 
tion for “ the Spirit of Truth ” to “ guide them into all Truthand Thirdly, 
by mutual conference from time to time, as suitable opportunities may arise.” 

And also, if the above Resolution be adopted, to make some verbal 
Amendments in Paragraphs 3 and 4. 

Rev. R. W. OvEKBURY.—I can assure you. Sir, it is with sin¬ 
cere diffidence, that I have taken upon myself the responsibility of 
moving the Resolution which has now been read; but I do so under 
a sense of duty. I might refer to the letter I wrote in tlie “ Chris¬ 
tian Reformer,” so long ago as the year 1840,—when I addressed a 
letter to the gentleman (I do not know ;vhether I do tvrong in 
stating it) who is now presiding, with so much ability, over our 
proceedings,—proposing something to the effect of that which is 
embodied in this Resolution. I beg to say, that, in very many of 
the sentiments which have been expressed, relative to the duty of 
cultivating brotherly love between Christians of different Denomi¬ 
nations, I heartily agree. I trust I can say, in the presence of 
God, that it is my continual endeavour to approach the throne of 
Divine Grace, and there to get my heart and spirit more and more 
filled with fhe fear of God, with the love of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and of all that love and serve Him, of every name and of every 
Denomination. But—whilst I feel the importance of cultivating 
this duty, and when I see the large space which this duty, the duty 
of recognising each other, occupies in the proceedings of this Con¬ 
vention—I cannot but think, that we should look a little more than 
we have done to Truth as well as Love. I believe, with that im¬ 
mortal bard, Milton, that, '* Truth came into the world with her 
Divine Master, and was a perfect form, most glorious to look upon. 
But when He had ascended to Heaven, and His apostles after Him 
were laid asleep, then arose a race of deceivers, who (as that Egyp¬ 
tian Typhon served that good God Osiris) took the fair virgin 
Truth, hewed her lovely form into a thousand pieces, and scattered 
them to the four winds of Heaven. From that time, ever since, 
the sad friends of Truth—such as durst appear, (imitating the con¬ 
duct of Isis towards the mangled body of Osiri.s) have gone up and 
down in the Earth—gathering together the limbs one by one, as 
they were able to find them.” 

Rev. Dr. Morison. —I rjse to order. I just submit, whether 
we are to hear long historical discussions ? We want to come to 
the business of the day. 

Rev. J. Angele James. —That point has been partly deter¬ 
mined before. 
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The Chairman. —I think our friend had better abstain from 
going into these long discussions. 

Rev. Anderson humbly submitted,— inasmuch as some 
friends thought it a matter of importance, and the Meeting had 
pledged itself partly to the adoption of this principle,—that the 
Meeting would not prevent discussion. 

Rev. W. Bevan. —This Meeting will not prevent discussion on 
objects legitimately bearing on the question. But I implore our 
Brethren to bear in mind, that we have not now to do with dilata¬ 
tion of sentiment, but with the transaction of business. I trust, if 
this Motion be proceeded in, we shall have its proper merits discussed 
us speedily as possible. 

Rev. R. W. OvERBURV.—It is not my intention to lengtlien out 
remarks that do not bear on the business: but I do regard it, and 
will regard it, as one object of the Alliance, that it should imitate 
the conduct of Isis, in gathering up those fragments of Truth 
which have been spread abroad among various Denominations of 
Christians; that we might ultimately admire “her perfect form, 
most glorious to look upon.” 1 know not how far distant it may 
be; but I look forward to the full unity of the people of God, for 
which our Saviour prayed. The first point of differende was with 
regard to circumstantials. (Cries of “ Question.’’) It is a sense of 
duty that leads me to address you. I believe God will bring His 
people to see more eye to eye than they have done, on important 
points of practical Christian duty. Having said this to explain the 
object of my Resolution, I feel I shall have satisfied my conscience, 
in having brought the matter before the Conference. I do not 
know whether any Brother is prepared to second the Resolution. 

J. Hamilton, Esq.—I second this Amendment; and, in so 
doing, will say a few words. I wish to express the strong con¬ 
viction on my mind, of the importance of the Alliance recognising 
a union in Truth as well as in Love. I find a great want of that in 
the Resolutions; and it appears to me, that there is a serious short¬ 
coming in that respect. 

Rev. Dr. F. A. Cox.—One word, I think, may satisfy the Mover. 
We have, in this elaborate Resolution, partly included what is now 
proposed; especially in the prayer, “ That they all may be one,’'— 
that is to say, one i» every sense. 

Rev. W. France. —You ought to express what you have im¬ 
plied ^ that we should seek together a fuller conformity to the Word 
of God. This appears to be the idea of the Mover. 

Hon. and Rev. B. W. Noel. —I think our Scotch Brethren 
roust feel, that—as a matter of practical wisdom and common pru- 
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dence—it is not wise to commit ourselves to a Resolution, which 
would set five hundred gentlemen of different opinions discussing 
ad infinitum. 

Rev. W. Andjbsson observed, that the first suggestion referred 
to Prayer for the outpouring of the Spirit of Truth: discussion was 
not in his mind, unless, in the Providence of God, it should be 
thought desirable* 

After some further conversation, the Motion was put, and 
negatived. 

Rev. Dr. Steane read the third Proposition:— 

“ That, in furtherance of this object, the Alliance shall receive such information 
respecting the progress of vital Religion in all parts of the World as Christian 
Brethren may be disposed to communicate; and that a correspondence be 
opened and maintained with Christian Brethren in different parts of the 
World,—especially with those who may be engaged, amidst peculiar difficulties 
and opposition, in the cause of the Gospel,—in order to afford them all suitable 
encouragement and sympathy, and to diffuse an interest in their welfare." 

Rev. Dr. Massie, —Sir Culling, I will endeavour to avoid any 
prolixity, or any preface to the Resolution which has now been 
read. It has all of it been, with the exception of a single sentence, 
before the Aggregate Committee for months; it has been carefully 
considered, and most unanimously adopted. It is not a miscella¬ 
neous dotting down of ideas, hereafter to be modified; but it is a 
matter which has received the deliberate judgement of the Executive 
and of the Aggregate Committees of this Alliance. An addition 
has been made to it, in consequence of the suggestion of our valued 
Brethren from America ; and that addition will no doubt commend 
itself to the assembly when I point it out. “ That, in furtherance 
of this object, the Alliance shall receive such information respecting 
the progress of vital Religion in all parts of the World as Christian 
Brethren may be disposed to communicate.” We have been urged 
by our friends out of the Alliance, to specify some objects that we 
are to pursue,—to give some definite indication of the work we are 
to accomplish when we are united ; and those who have thought the 
most carefully over it, and have met the most frequently to de¬ 
liberate, have concluded, that it is better to move slowly in the 
specification of objects to be attained ns the result of organization, 
than to anticipate objects—which might occasion much difficulty. 
They have fixed upon those objects, which are, by a particuW 
paragraph, submitted to your consideration, as not likely to cause 
much division, as likely to promote fraternal sympathy, as likely 
to increase the spirit of prayer, as likely to give us something to 
pray for, in reference to specific objects. When we look to the 
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representatives of Christianity suffering in the Canton de Vaud; 
when we look to the representatives of Evangelical Truth in 
Belgium and in France, who are labouring in the midst of many 
difficulties; and know how our liearts have been gladdened while 
we listened to their communications; and when we consider what 
may be the influence of such a Confederation as this, not only upon 
their hearts when they are engaged' in the work ; but upon those 
individuals (whether in authority or out of it) who obstruct their 
progress;—when we consider these things, I think the communi¬ 
cation not only of sympathy in words, but of what is implied in 
the word encouragement —arising from the measures which our 
Alliance will promote hereafter,—we may anticipate much that 
will fill the hearts of the Members of the Alliance with gratitude, 
and cause them to rejoice in the work of the Lord. 

Kev. Dr. Baird. —I have great pleasure in seconding the 
Resolution. I have, from the first, taken a deep interest in this 
effort for Christian Union, and have believed it practicable. Though 
there are many difficulties in the way, I am satisfied, from the spirit 
I have seen manifested on this occasion, that it is in the power 
of the Brethren who form' this Evangelical Alliance, by perse¬ 
verance, and prayer,—with God’s blessing on their energies,—to 
bring about such a state of things as the World never saw. 
Of this I am sure,—if by their own example, by their conver¬ 
sation, and by their public discourses, and by the pen, they will 
bring their influence to bear,—it cannot be many years before we 
shall see, throughout the Evangelical Churches, such a state of things 
as the World has never witnessed. Let every Brother in Christ, 
when he returns to his place of le’.oui, return with a firm deter¬ 
mination, that there shall not be a itlinister of Jesus Christ in his 
neighbourhood, with whom he will not have some friendly inter¬ 
course, and, as far as possible, co-operate in promoting this cause. 
Let him, as far as his conscience will permit, commit himself to 
it. Let him bring his people into intimate intercourse at the Lord’s 
table. Let them engage in direct efforts to build up the kingdom 
of Christ with all heartiness: and I am sure it is practicable. 

1 have seen the illustration of this in my own country. My friend 
from Bangor, in Maine, stated what he had seen—what he had shared 
in. I have seen the same, in many cases, throughout the United 
States. It has fallen to my lot, for almost twenty years, to be en. 
gaged, in public employments; and they have brought me in contact 
with Christians of every Evangelical Denomination in the United 
States, and on the Continent of Europe. I have spent nearly eight 
years in my own country ; and have been brought into connexion 
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with Churches of various names: and there is not a Church, of any 
Evangelical Denomination, in whose pulpit I have not preached 
many times, and some of whose members I have not met around 
the family altar. 1 know the unity of the Church. I know it 
exists there. And so it does on the Continent of Europe. And, 
if Brethren will go home with a determination to make their 
influence felt, they will see changes in their respective neighbour* 
hoods that Ih-e truly delightful. 

This Resolution refers to the collection of information from various 
parts of the World, respecting the Kingdom of Christ. Allow me to 
say, for one, that I wish we had in the United States, and that you 
had in England, one Religious Paper, that would give us the tout 
ensemble of the progress of Religious Truth throughout the World. 
We have sixty or eighty Papers; many of them have a vast circula¬ 
tion—some exceeding that of the pollticalJournals; but we have not 
a Journal that gives the intelligence we want, respecting the Kingdom 
of Christ in all its Branches. I want a Paper that will tell me, what 
is doing by all the Branches of Christ’s Church, both great and 
small; I want to feel an interest in them; I want to know the 
progress of Religion among Baptists as much as among Presbyterians. 

I want to know the progress everywhere,—even among the smallest 
Denominations. I hope we may live to see the day, when there 
will he a general assembly on that broad principle, which will make 
Christians know what is doing by every Branch of ‘he Church. 

One other idea: this Resolution refers to sympathy with those 
that are oppressed and suflering. This I like exce‘ dingly. I hope 
one influence of this . illiance u i'' ., to establish firmly tiie principle 

of the right to p-each (Jhrist’s Gospel in all paiua of the World. 
Your own imroort.il Y’ilberforce a. ’ Sir 'Uiair. Grant maintained 
that principle twenty years ago, in i.ference to India; they took 
the ground, that—when Christ sends forth his Ministers to preach 
the Gospel, no human Government has a right to prevent them. 
They may have the power, but they have not the right. I wish, that 
this should be asserted by the Alliance. The right to preach the 
Gospel everywhere ought to be recognised by a Christian Government. 

I will not press that subject, but I throw it out. If we accomplish 
nothing but that by this Alliance, we shall accomplish a great 
work. 

Lastly, I do hope, that the establishing of the Alliance, not by 
attempting to fuse Denominations, but in the way of impulse and 
excitement, will lead to a great diffusion of Religion at home, and 
to its extension abroad. I look to the revival of Evangelical Piety 
in the British Churches, in consequence of this movement; and I 
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look forward to the influence, that must be exerted, ere long, on 
Papal Countries. On this I will not dilate; but I beg you to 
remember, that we live in times when it is important to carry the 
Gospel to Papal Countries. We want more Jove, to carry the 
Gospel to those countries, and to meet Rome in her own dominions. 

It is far easier to do it there, than in our own dominions. And, if 
it be not a result of this great Alliance, that the Protestant Evan¬ 
gelical Churches shall awake to the importance of carrying the 
Gospel into Papal lands, and thus make the Reformation to re¬ 
commence its triumphs, we shall fail in accomplishing one great 
object. 

The Proposition was then put, and carried. 

Rev. Dr. Steanb read the fourth Proposition:— 

" That in subserviency to the grand object already intimated, tbe expectation is 
cherished, that the Alliance will exert a beneficial influence on the advance¬ 
ment of Christianity in various important respects; such as counteracting the 
effiirts of Popery, and other forms of Superstition and Infidelity, and pro¬ 
moting thmr common Protestant Faith in this and other Countries; and that, 
with this view, it is deemed necessary to obtain correct information on such 
subjects as the following, namely :— 

1. The facts bearing on the growth of Popery. 

2. The State of Infidelity, and the form which it assumes in the present day. 

3. The fects relating to the Public Observance of the Lord’s Day, 

4. The amount of the existing means of Christian Education. 

It being understood, that, in the following up the enquiries to be thus made, ' 
and in promoting these and similiar objects, the Alliance contemplates chiefly 
the stimulating of Christians to such efforts as the exigencies of the case may 
demand, by giving forth its views in regard to them, rather than carrying out 
those views by an organization of its own,” 

Rev. J. Angell Jasies. —As I am not prone tu prolixity myself, 
nor fond of it in others, I shall give utterance to no more than is 
necessary for the briefest exposition of this Resolution. It begins 
with a declaration, in which I believe we are all prepared to agree, 
that the great object of the Alliance is Union for the sake of cul¬ 
tivating Brotherly Love. This is distinctively put forth as an 
introductory paragraph. It then goes on to state, that we propose 
to ourselves certain modes of action, founded on information care, 
fully collected for this purpose. Most modestly, the Resolution 
cherishes the expectation only. We say nothing of what we will 
do, or can do; but simply declare to the World, that we cherish an 
expectation, that we shall be able to act in a certain direction. 
Perhaps, to some gentlemen, this might seem to savour too much of 
modesty and caution. To my judgement it is wisdom. We do not 
stand before the Public, vaunting of what we can do, or what we 
will do ; but only stating what we expect to accomplish. 
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Then we go on to say, that information is to be collected on 
certain points, vitally important to the great object of our Confedera¬ 
tion. It will be admitted by us all, that, although we do ptjssess 
considerable information on all these points, which might seem to 
many sufficient, without our endeavouring to get more—yet we are 
to proceed on information gathered by ourselves. We take action 
upon such information as we ourselves collect, and do not get our 
reports from other quarters. “ 1st. The facts bearing on the growth 
of Popery; 2nd. The state of Infidelity, and the form which it 
assumes in the present day ; 3rd. The facts relating to the Public 
Observance of the Lord’s Day; 4th. The amount of the existing 
means of Christian Education.” No one will question the importance 
of any one of these topics. 

The concluding remark is intended to guard us from the imputa¬ 
tion, to which we should otherwise be exposed, of merely forming 
another Society, and adding to the multitude already in existence. 
We therefore repudiate the idea. It is not, in the proper sense of 
the term, another Society we intend to form ; but to stimulate those 
already formed to the discharge of the duties which form their ap¬ 
propriate sphere of action. 

Here, then, is the acknowledgement of brotherly love, the objects 
we are to seek, and the means by which they are to be attained. 
I feel, that, without action, the emotion would subside. But we 
are, in our future progress, to be cautious; and it will be evident to 
all, that this is our object. I am aware, that we shall not satisfy 
our eager friends in the Alliance by this cautious action. But I 
am as sure as I can be of anything, that you will find this the 
wisest course. We can enlarge at any time our sphere of action, 
and expedite progress, mtich more easily than we can go back from 
ground we have already taken. 

Now the thing speaks for itself: it is in the hands of every 
gentleman, who can form his own opinion. I rejoice to find, that 
you have no notice but one of an Amendment; what others may be 
produced, I cannot say; but it is one which, if it had been in the 
Original Resolution, I should have had no objection to move. I 
hope, however, we shall carry this Proposition during the morning’s 
discussion. 

The Rev. J. G. Oncken. —I beg to second this Proposition. 
Though a Foreigner cannot make speeches he can express the feel¬ 
ings of his heart; and it is the feeling of my heart I now express. 
I rejoice in the formation of the Alliance. I was asked, would it 
do good? It has done much good al.'eady. I have spent here 
delightful moments in communion with my Brethren; and the 

R 
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Alliance has afforded already a desirable occasion for Brethren in 
different communities, with whom I have been brought into closer 
intimacy and brotherly union. The Lutheran Ministers have 
shown me much kindness, as a proof of the fact of our union. 
I can only express my gratitude to the Lord, that such an Alliance 
has been formed. 

I fully concur in the Resolution I am seconding. It will direct 
the attention of the Christian Public, in Great Britain, and 
throughout the World, more to the Continent of Europe,—to 
which, I am afraid, the attention of British Christians has not been 
sufficiently directed. This Resolution states, that information will 
be sought after in regard to Popery; that Popery, and Superstition, 
and Infidelity may be opposed. Now those who are most inti¬ 
mately acquainted with the state of the Continent, will be able, on 
all these points, to lay important information before this Alliance; 
and, by the spread of that information, your Christian Public will 
be more interested in the spread of the Gospel in Europe. It is 
my conviction in regard to Popery, that—so far as Germany is con¬ 
cerned—Popery is not spreading. But—while that is my convic¬ 
tion, on the one hand—it is evident, on the other, that Infidelity is 
assuming a far more formidable form than it has ever done. I will 
not make the assertion, that Infidelity as to numbers has increased 
in Germany; but it is assuming a much more bold and determined 
form, and leads us back in thought to the History of France before 
the Revolution. It now boldly denies the great principles of Re¬ 
velation ; it denies the Deity of Christ, and the Inspiration of the 
Scriptures, and everything that is dear and sacred to the heart of a 
Christian. Even a bold mockery is made of the things on which 
we rest our everlasting all. I will only allude to one fact that 
occurred in the city in which I reside. There has been a public 
announcement of a performance to take place in a public-house, 
“ when Mr. So and So will give a conversation he had with the 
Devil in Hell." These things have been publicly announced in 
the papers on Saturday, as to be performed on the following Sun¬ 
day. QThis statement evidently produced a great sensation in the 
Meeting.] 

Now, twenty or twenty-five years ago, such a thing could not 
have taken place at Hamburgh: but it is my conviction, that 
Infidels are no longer afraid to come forth decidedly with their 
principles. 

The Chaibman. —We are discussing, not so much the spread of 
Infidelity, as whether we shall take measures to counteract it. 

The Rev. J. G. Oncken. —I am glad it is one of the objects of 
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the Alliance, to assail Popery and Infidelity, and to promote the 
Protestant faith. I believe the extension of it is the only means 
which, by the blessing of God, will ensure the great and glorious 
triumph of the Son of God over the Man of Sin. I rejoice, that 
the weapons which this Alliance has to employ are not carnal but 
spiritual; and therefore mighty to pull down strong holds. We 
have had some little experience of it—opposed as we have been, 
both by the Ecclesiastical and the Civil power. In promoting the 
extension of the Church of Christ, we may effect much by the 
feeblest instrumentality—if we go forth in the strength of the 
Lord, and with the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of the 
everlasting God, 

When I stood up last in this Hall, in the year 1828,1 was con¬ 
nected with the Continental Society. I began, in connexion with 
that, my labours on the Continent, and you will be interested a little 
to hear, that—though I began with fear and trembling in the first 
effort I made at Hamburg— 

The Chairman. —Our friend must not enter on these large 
details. Time is very precious; and we are agreed as to the object 
to be aimed at. 

Rev. Dr. Urwick. —Perhaps Mr. Oncken can send to the Com¬ 
mittee further information f 

Rev. J. G. Oncken. —I rejoice in the means proposed to stimu¬ 
late Christian men in the propagation of the Christian Faith on the 
Continent. I can only say what an encouragement it has been to 
me personally, to receive letters from Christian Brethren in Eng¬ 
land and America, when I have been persecuted for Christ’s sake. 
If nothing more can be done for Christian Brethren in Holland and 
Denmark, where they are suffering in bonds, than to send them 
friendly words, and assure them that the Alliance prays for them, 
it will be a great means of strengthening them. 

Rev. Dr. Steane read all the Amendments proposed on this 
Resolution, which W'ere as follow:— 

Rev. James Beog moved. Rev. A. D. Campbell seconded,— 

" That the words, ‘ the expectation is cherished that,’ be omitted, and that between 
the words ‘ will ’ and ‘ exert,’ the words ‘ endeavour to ’ be inserted." 

Carried. 

The second Amendment, of which notice had been given by the 
Rev. James Begg, was pro lent, withdrawn. 

Rev. C. Prest moved, Rev. Dr. Jknkyn seconded,— 

That after the four subjects specified, the following be inserted as No. 5 : ‘ The 
state and prospects of Protestant Missions.’" 

R 2 
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Carried. 

Rev. J. B. Gbry moved, Rev, Dr. Dempster seconded,— 

“ That the Article No. 2 be No. 1, and No. 1 become No. 2.” 

The Amendment was n^tived. 

Rev. A. Thomson moved. Rev. W. W. Ewbank seconded,— 

“ That for the words, ‘ counteracting the efforts of Poper)', and other forms of Super¬ 
stition and Infidelity,’ the following words be substituted: * counteracting the 
efforts of Infidelity, and of Popery, and other forms of Superstition.’ ” 

Carried. 

Rev. Dr. F. A. Cox moved. Rev. Emerson Andrews seconded,— 

“ That the following words be omitted, ‘ and promoting their common Protestant 
fiuth in this and other countries.’" 

The Amendment was negatived. 

These Amendments were discussed at considerable length, as 
they were successively brought forward; and several of the Breth¬ 
ren expressed their views—especially on the subject of Popery, 
whether it were really increasing or no, and as to what degree of 
prominence should be given to opposition to Popery in the course 
of enquiry and action that was proposed for the Alliance: but as, 
by a subsequent vote of the Conference, the Resolution and all the 
Amendments were referred to a special Committee, upon whose 
Report a Resolution in a different form was finally adopted, it 
seems desirable to pass very briefly over discussions, the objects of 
which were ultimately set aside; and only to record a few speeches, 
which, from peculiar circumstances, np{iear to possess a more per¬ 
manent interest. 

The first Amendment calling for a stronger expression of deter¬ 
mined opposition to Popery, the following remarks were made 
among others:— 

Rev. Dr. Smyth. —We united, many of ns, as Members of this 
Alliance, not only in the confident expectation, but with the de¬ 
cided intention of doing what we could,—not by any carnal wea¬ 
pons, or by mere secular wisdom, but in the .Spirit of Christ,—to 
counteract the efforts of Popery; and I conceive, with all submis¬ 
sion to this Meeting, that we very much stultify ourselves, if we 
return home to our respective flocks, and declare, that the Evan- 
gelioal Alliance has given forth no testimony whatever against the 
encroachments of the Man of Sin, the Son of Perdition, whose 
gigantic power in the latter days, it is the bounden duty of every 
Christian, and Body of Christians, to withstand to the very utmost. 
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But I do submit, that—as Christian men, believing from the oracles 
of God, that Popery is not of Christ—we should do something to 
testify against this evil. 

Rev. S. A. Walkek. —Upon these subjects I may be expected 
to feel considerable interest. In Ireland the idea is, generally 
speaking, amongst those who have not joined us, that it is im¬ 
possible for us to unite against Popery. I think we ought to give 
a decided opinion on the subject. I feel no impossibility about it. 
It is one of my highest anticipations regarding the Alliance, that 
something will be done in that country, to promote the object we 
have in view; and the stronger we speak upon the subject, the 
more we shall commend ourselves to every one that feels as I do. 

Rev. W. Johnstone _I think we ought to say something very 

decided on the subject. I do not see any difficulty in the way of 
the Alliance .. ting in Ireland. I will tell you a simple plan by 
which you caii act. You can circulate Tracts; it is a mean that 
is most likely to be useful: and, if this Alliance goes forward, 
stating that we have come to a general Resolution on the subject, 
and are determined to carry light and truth among the people,—we 
can do so at once. As my friend Mr. Walker has said, we looked 
upon it as most joyful, that it might act on Ireland. While the 
Legislature is trying to do something for Ireland, Religious People 
should try to do something for it: and they would do more by 
bringing the Doctrines we have united to sustain to bear on the 
population of Ireland, by preaching or publications, than the Legis¬ 
lature can do. We migfil do something; and I wish us to say. We 
will c\o something; and then to act promj)tly. 

The Eaui. of Roden then rose and addressed the Meeting, and 
was listened to with deep interest.—1 really feel I am taking upon 
myself an office for which I am altogether unfit. 1 ought not, per¬ 
haps, to offer any opinion in the presence of such eminent Ministers 
of the Gospel of my Lord and Master Jesus Christ; but this con¬ 
versation having turned towards that part of the Country in irhich 
I live, I cannot help saying a word upon the matter brought before 
you in the Amendment. When I was first asked to belong to this 
Evangelical Alliance, and when the grounds, the nature, and the 
objects of that Alliance were laid before me, I will freely confess, 
that the feature which arrested my attention most of all,—after 
the one great object of the Union of all classes and Denominations 
of those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity and in truth, 
—was this; that it would hear of no compromise with anything what¬ 
soever that was admitted to be an error by the Christian Church. I 
therefore expected, and I still hope, that it will be ever considered 
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by the Members of this Conference, that Popery is one of the 
greatest errors with which we have to contend in the days in which 
we live^ As such, I trust, those eminent men, in whose presence 
I am now proud to have the Itonor of speaking, will not be back¬ 
ward in taking every means in their power to oppose Popery, which 
is now extending itself in so gigantic a manner, not only in our 
own Country, but throughout Europe. I trust, you will not now 
hesitate to unite together, in opposition to that system, as Members 
of this Alliance: it being, in my mind, one of the greatest errors 
which has ever been introduced into the Church. 

I heard, with the greatest satisfaction, the speeches <leUvered at 
our Meeting yesterday by the eminent men who addressed you. 
I was overjoyed at that spirit which pervaded the whole of that 
Meeting. It was to me an earnest of what I hardly expected to 
see again, and which I once thought I saw and loved in the British 
and Foreign Bible Society. It was an earnest to me of what I 
have longed to see all my life; a real heartfelt union of my 
Protestant fellow countrymen of every Denomination. I have 
heard, with the greatest pleasure, to-day, some addre.sses made to 
vou by the Reverend (Jentlemen now in the nami ; and jjarticularly 
one of the Reverend Gentleman from America, who has given a 
counsel which I trust we shall all follow ; that, when we .separate 
from this Conference, and each go to our seversd stations in dif¬ 
ferent Countries, we shall there remember the objects which have 
brought us together in this City, and endeavour to diffuse, amongst 
those who have not been permitted to enjoy with ourselves the 
privilege of meeting here, that love and that union which here have 
so much prevailed. 

I heard also, witli great pleasure, the language of one Gentleman, 
with respect to the subject you are now discussing. 1 agree with 
him, that it is our Imunden duty, as an Evangelical Alliance, to 
use every means in our power,—whether by a strong or by a 
moderate expression of our feelings sis to Popery,—to show, that, at 
all events, this is one of the evils,—if we do nut consider it as the 
greatest,—to which the Alliance ought to direct its attention. 

I have heard a very interesting and very important s{)eech from 
another Brother, tvho has come from Hamburg, and who has given 
a lamentable description of some parts of Germany, with respect to 
Infidelity. What i have stated with regard to Popery, I would 
equally apply to Infidelity, when we find it in the particular parts 
of the Country in which it prevails. We may Ihs charged with 
being violent, and with using strong expressions : Init what signifies 
itf if our consciences testify that we are not guilty. 
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It has been tny happy lot to experience for years, in that Country 
where I dwell, dear Ireland, a kind of Goshen, with which, perhaps, 
not many whom I have the honour to addrc.s.s are acquainted. For, 
though in the midst of much trial and trouble, God has placed me 
in communion with dear Brethren of all Denominations—all who 
profess the Protestant Faith—so that we have met together week 
after week, and sometimes day after day. Not only have we had 
conversation one with another,—not only have we had private com¬ 
munion ; hut we have together bent our knees at the Throne of 
Grace,—sometimes a Presbyterian Minister ministering to us,— 
sometimes a Minister of an Independent Church,—sometimes a 
Minister of the Church of England, to which I belong,—and some¬ 
times a Baptist. 'I'hat has been the case in our corner of the wil¬ 
derness, where, for years, I may say, though it be in Ireland, we 
have had something of that which you are seeking: and I only 
wish, that you may enjoy the happiness in it, which I have had the 
privilege of enjoying in the circumstances in which I am placed. I 
have thus taken the liberty of offering myself t«r your notice. 1 
can only say, that I wish you, from the bottom of my heart, God 
speed. 

The Chaih.man. —May 1 express my joy, that a large Iwdy of 
my fellow’ Christians, with whom 1 am connected as a Dissenter, 
have had the opportunity of meeting, and knowing better, Lord 
Rotlen. 

After some remarks from Hev. J. Mann, and Hev T. Scales, 

Ilcv. T. Froissaki) sitid,—Though it is for the first time that I 
speak in such a respectable Assembly, and I feel nervous in ad- 
dn'ssing you : yet I feel at home. I have identified myself so much 
with you, that, while I listened with all my lieart to what you said, 
it seemcil almost as if I were speaking myself through your 
speeches. I very much regret not having risen before, in support of 
your Basis, that Evangelical Basis, which is the rock on which this 
.Alliance is founded, and which meets my entire and hearty approba¬ 
tion. 1 do really regret to rise in sujiport of a much less popular 
Motion than the lust. 1 believe, that the Evangelical Alliance has 
two cliicf objects in view ;—the first is, the Alliance itself; and the 
second, the different works it intends to accomplish. In my opinion, 
the ground is unobjectionable. Our Meetings, during all these 
days, lnu^t have been the acknowledgement of an Evangelical 
Alliance ; and it seems to me, at the same time, that, with r^rd 
to the different works which this Alliance is to accomplish, we ought 
not to be hasty in deciding upon them. I do not pretend to say, 
that we are the whole Church of Christ: but I do hope in my 
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heart, we are a part of Christ's Churcli. Now, there is in Christ's 
Church a power which is given from above, through which it may 
accomplish great works : but we ought not to be hasty in defining 
them. As for myself, I must own, tliat any expressions that are 
vague, indefinite, and general, would be preferred by me to any 
definite expression: because we should like to leave to the future, 
the power that this assembly may receive from above, to define 
more maturely those purposes. Therefore, I would vote for the 
maintenance of the Article, us it has been stated in the printed 
paper. With this feeling, I shall take the liberty of withdrawing 
an Amendment' which I proposed, but upon which 1 want to say a 
few words. I was ready to propose to expunge the word Popery ; 
—not that I wish to suppress the idea, the intcntit>n—but the 
word. 

After .some remarks from the Rev. A. Munro, 

Rev. Dr. Bustino said,—It w'ould remain a burden on my mind, 
if 1 did not expresi some sentiment on this important question. I 
suspect no Brother of pusillanimity in advocating the expression us 
it now stands ; for I will give every man credit for a <lc8ire to go 
as far a.s he thinks the general advantage rvill jiermit. But 1 must 
be allowed to say, there is, in the expressions wi* emplov, consi¬ 
derable retrocession from the sentiments and phraseology adopted in 
an earlier Meeting. I do not object, all things considered, to that 
retrocession, as far as it has gone. I believe it was necessary that 
we should take advantage of the farther light we are deriving in 
our proceedings, as to wliat i.s practicable and attainable in the way of 
collective action ; and, when we found that there were a large 
number of highly revered and respected friends, who could not 
quite take the views which some of us had taken, it was right to 
meet them. We ought to consider one another ; to defer, as much 
la possible, to each other’s particular views; hut, ns we have gone so 
far in retrocession, I think our friends ought notr to meet us. It 
was a great retrocession, to depart from avowed opposition to 
Popery, and the determination to enter a Scriptural Protest against 
it,—merely to come down to tlic statement, that we were ready to 
enquire into the facts. Many of us would not need to enquire; 
there are facts enough before us. I take iny stand on the Fotirth 
Article—the doctrine of Justification by Faith alone. Are you not 
prepared to protest against everything that denies that doctrine? 
VVe "have retroceded;—we have conceded largely, joyfully, to the 
opinion of some Brethren, by consenting to come to new enquiries 
into the facts affecting the growth of Popery. Is there not Popery 
enough in the world already ? Suppose it is not growing ; is it not 
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rampant enough for us to come forward, and to make known, that we 
consider it an Antichristian system ? But,—when we have come 
to the low ground of enquiry into facts as to its growth,—surely 
you will meet us? But let us have the strong expression of 
‘ endeavouring' to counteract it. I have no desire to influence the 
opinion of the Meeting: but I think it is due to my own feelings, 
on the ground I have had to take in former Meetings, to be per¬ 
mitted to expre.ss my own strong opinion. 

Rev. W. M'Ilwaise.—A s I must leave for Belfast to-day, I 
feel it my duty to beg permission to relieve my own mind on this 
•subject. I recollect, when the Resolutions of %he Liverpool 
C’oiiference came to my band, (having been derived of the 
opportunity of attending,) I read each speech with great difficulty, 
arising from the effects produced upon my own heart. 1 never 
recollect shedding so many tears of joy, in the course of reading 
anything in the same compass, in all iny life. And what was it that 
I associated with all this ? I thought I saw, prospectively, the 
deliverance of my native land from the greatest curse that ever 
was, or ever will be, inflicted upon it. When God made man, did 
He not make him for activity ? Did He not put him in a garden 
to cultivate it ? When the bones i'.i the valley of vision were 
gathered logeiher, they stood up an army. 1 will not occupy the 
Meeting five minutes ; but I wish to exjiress my own conscientious 
views in reference (o this matter. I have no idea of a milk and 
water system in reference to Popery; it has never done: it never 
will do. I approve of the .\mendment, that “endeavour to do" be 
put in the jdace of the phra.se already used. I was about to say 
also, that I think, fur my part at least, 1 am under an obligation to 
endeavour, arising from a portion of the Divine Word ; “ Now the 
Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall 
depart from the faith.” You all know what is tlte conclusion of 
the jiaragraph :—“ If thou put the Brethren in remembrance of 
these, things, thou shalt be a gotrd Minister of .Tesus Christ, nourished 
up in the words of truth and of good doctrine.” I feel a conviction on 
my mind—an obligation upon my mind: and when, I take into 
consideration that Ireland is the grand sent of Popery in this 
Empire ; that, if it stand there, it will stand in every place ; if it 
go down there, it will go down in every land ;—when I first read 
of the Alliance, the first thought was, that it would take some 
proper mca.sures to circulate Tracts, and devise plans to oppose the 
evil and Jesuitism that is growing and counteracting us jn every 
part of the land. W'heii 1 look at the Articles, I find we are 
bound, by maintaining the right of Private Judgement, and the 
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doctrine of Jastidcation by Faitli, to set ourselves against Popery in 
every form. 

Rev. J. Angell James. —If it will stop discussion, I will 
adopt the word “ endeavour.’’ I see the feeling of the Meeting is 
in favour of it; and, from the beginning, it has rather had the pre¬ 
ference of my own mind. 

Rev. Dr. F. A. Cox moved, as an Amendment— 

" To omit the words—‘ Promote their Common Protestant Faith in this and other 

countries.’" 

He thought we were not sufficiently agreed, as to what constituted 
ihe Common Protestant Faith, to pledge ourselves to anything of 
this nature. He objected to that phrase. 

Hon. and Rev. Baptist Xokl said, in rejtly,—That which all 
Protestants believe must be a Common Protestant Foi/A.—That 
which they all believe, is something they believe in common ; and 
that which they believe in common, i.s their Common Protestant 
Faith. To more than that, the Resolution does not pledge us. 
Will it not give us a very unhappy aspect before the World, if they 
could say, we are such destructives, that we will oppose Popery, 
Infidelity, and other forms of Superstition, but csui substitute 
nothing in their stead The Romanist has always said, that we 
can build up nothing, because we have nothing in common to build. 

Rev. A. D. Campbell. —I coincide in what Mr. Noel has 
stated ; and I press upon my Brethren the necessity of maintaining 
what we have already recorded. When ne recorded a strong Re. 
solution at Liverpool, it produced a powerful effect in all parts of 
the World. “ Whereto we have already attained, let us walk by 
the same rule, let us mind the same thing.” 

Rev. T. Binxey.—I n reference to the Resolution and the 
Amendments proposed ; it appears to me, that the Alliance is 
taking a different character from what I contemplated. It is not 
the thing which I expected. It is said, that one Article is an 
American question; another is a Scotch question; another is an 
Irish question ; and another is English. I feel myself considerably 
impressed with these suggestions. I should have preferred, if we 
could have had a real Evangelical Alliance, formed upon the sim¬ 
ple doctrine of Justification by Faith alone; leaving these dif¬ 
ferent objects to the influence of love, operating upon us in all our 
intercourse. 

Tlie CiiAiBMAN.—If the speaker has not given notice before¬ 
hand, the first thing is, to tay what his Motion is. 
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Rev. T. Binney. —My Motion is, 

“ Tlmt these Articles be taken up serialim," 

I said the other day, that I had had great hesitation in signing the 
Articles, because there was phraseology which I doubted whether I 
could receive : but I signed them, because I was coming to discuss 
the points, and to endeavour to carry Amendments. It now takes 
a different form; and I shall have to consider whether I can 
remain. The effect of the remarks this morning has been, to turn 
us into an Irish Evangelical Society. We have talked this morn¬ 
ing, as if Ireland were the great point, of all others, to which we 
must direct our attention. Then the additional Article has been 
an American Question, which has been discussed for three days. 
The Article relating to the observance of the Lord’s Day, is very 
much of a Scotch Question. I do not think we are all agreed 
about the Lord’s Day: and so with regard to Christian Education. 

I should like them ])ut singly, and to have a little consideration 
about them. 1 do not see, why these particular things should have 
been selected out of the vast variety of forms of Christian action. 
I do not see, particularlv, what you have to do with the Lord’s 
Day. 

Mr. Binney was proceeding to speak upon this subject, when 
the Chairman reminded him, that he must speak to the question, 
whether these Articles are to be taken serialim ; ho could not now 
refer to the question of the Sabbath, or anything else. 

Rev. T. Binnky.—I propose— 

“ That each of the patticulara be taken up seriatim” 

Rev. Dr. BKAt;.MONT. —I second it. 

Rev. Dr. S. H. Cox made some remarks in reference to what 
had fallen from Mr. Binney. 

[These Brethren afterwards exchanged satisfactory explanations.] 

Rev. Dr. Amier.—I confess, I am greatly surprised at many 
things I have heard in connexion with these Articles. We are 
pledging ourselves to nothing. We want correct information, that 
we may act as wise men. 

Professor E.mory.— I hope, that there will be no objection to take 
up the points in order ? otherwise some persons, who object only to a 
single point, tvill be obliged to object to all. It will harmonixe our 
views most, to take them up in order. I think, that this is the most 
important point at which we have arrived, for it is a practical 
point. 



252 


STANOEI.IOA.L kttlkVOt. 


Rev. C. Cook called attention to Dr. Alder’s suggestion. 

The Chairman. —The Question is, that the heads, upon which 
information is to be obtained, be gone into seriatim. 

The Motion was put, and carried. 

Rev. Dr. Massik. —I move— 

" That the Earl of Roden be added to the list of Vice-Chairmen, to preside over 
the deliberations of the Conference.” 

Rev. Dr. Bunting. —I am happy to second that Motion. I am 
glad that there are saints in Caesar’s household. 

The Motion was carried. 

Rev. Field Flowers engaged in prayer. 

The Conference adjourned to Ten o’Clock on Thursday morning. 



EIGHTH DAY.— Acgpst 27th. 


MORNING SESSION. 


The Conference re-assembled at 10 o’clock, a. m. 

Rev. W. W. Ew'bank moved, and Rev. T. Mortiheb seconded, 

“ That the Rev. W. M'Ilwaine, of Belfast, preside over the Devotional Exercises.” 

Carrietl. 

The CiiAiBMAN then gave out, and the Meeting sung, the 
Hymn to the Holy Spirit, in the Ordination Service of the Church 
of England. He then read Psalm Ixxxiv., and 

Rev. J. Molyneux engaged in prayer. 

The Chairman read John xx. 

Rev. W. Maynard engaged in prayer. 

The C11AIH.MAN. —Sly honoured and Beloved Brethren and 
Fathers in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, it would be more con¬ 
genial to my feelings, to resume my seat in this assembly, than 
to retain the position I now occupy, even for a moment or two; but 
I have one expression, to which I desire to give utterance, before I 
vacate this post of honour and privilege. It may be compressed in 
one short word; and that is. Farewell. If spared until to-morrow, 
I hope to be on my way hack to my home in the West—to the land 
which gave me birth ; and I feel I should not leave you without 
bidding you Farewell. .\t the same time, I do feel, my dear 
Brethren, that there has been a bond of union cemented between 
you and me, which will not lie separated by the distance which divides 
us. I feel, that our meeting here has tied us together by so strong a 
knot, that, whether I go to the Island of the West, or my Brethren to 
the land across the Atlantic, or other Brethren to the sunny South of 
France, or others to the mountains and lakes of Switxerland—all of 
us may say, in the language of the Apostle, ** Neither death, nor 
life, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord." I must also do justice to my feelings in 
adding, that it is vain to think of self in a case like this. You have 
placed me here, not Wcause I am n stranger or an humble indi- 
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vidual ; but, 1 believe, from affection to the Church of which I am 
a Minister. I take it. Brethren, not ns meant for me, but for the 
Church of Ireland; and, on her behalf, I thank you. Whatever 
some men may say concerning that Church, of which I am an un¬ 
worthy Member and Minister, I bless God, that she has given birth 
to an Usher and other illustrious men ; and that their mantle has 
fallen upon some of their successors. I can assure you, from my 
personal knowledge, that the cause of this mighty movement is 
fixed deeply in the hearts of multitudes of the Clergy of the Church 
of Ireland. I cannot but remind you, that Ireland is the battle¬ 
field for this principle; and there is at least one Brother, who has 
been content to sacrifice all that earth could count dear, for the 
Evangelical Alliance. I allude to him, because he is absent. Let 
me say. Brethren, that Ireland is an object worthy of your attention. 
Let me invite you, in the name, not of myself, and of >/ii/ Church 
only, but also in the name of millions of my fellow countrymen, 
who are thirsting for the Word of Life—if Priestly interference 
would permit them to have it—to that Country, as a field of labour 
deserving the efforts of the Evangelical Alliance. As a country, 
man of your own once said, when looking down on its fertile plains, 
“ That is a country worth conquering; ”—so may an Irishman say 
to his English Brethren, ‘‘ That is a country worth conquering ;— 
not by the Norman lance or the Saxon spear, but by the Sword of 
the Spirit, which is the Word of God.” One word more, in antici¬ 
pation of the proceedings of the day. We are to have difficult questions 
raised—and while sitting among you and listening to the debates of 
the preceding days, I was frequently reminded of one thing, in 
regard to our Prayers to God the Holy Ghost,—that His appro¬ 
priate symbol is the Dove. And we may svell feel solemnized by 
reflecting, that that Dove does not delight in noise, and debate, and 
strife.—God forbid that such things should appear among ns. For. 
give me for reminding you of this; and let me suggest to every 
person who rises to speak, that he should just remember a text, 
which has frequently been upon my own mind during the past days 
—” Grieve not the Spirit.”—And once more. Brethren, I most 
affectionately wish you Farewell. 

Rev. S. A. Walker called attention to a plan which had been 
•“ggested for giving a permanent token of esteem to Sir Culling 
Eardley Smith. 

After some remarks from Rev. Dr. Massie and Rev. W. Bevan, 

Rev. Dr. Bunting said. — This subject has been formally before 
the Business Committee; and. while all present heartily agreed in 
the desirableness of presenting some suitable and public token of 
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respect and gratitude to Sir Culling, it was the opinion of that 
Committee, that this is not the proper mode; if the friends, who 
have introduced the subject here, please, they can bring it before 
the Business Cominitte again; but I think it should not just now 
be brought before the Conference. 

The matter then dropped. 

Rev. Dr. Steane moved. 

Rev. Dr. Bunting seconded, 

" That Sir T. W. Blomefleld, Bart., preside over the Conference, in the temporary 
absence of Sir Culling Eardley Smith.” 

Carried. 

The Chairman.— I could almost say, that I am sorry, for the 
sake of the Conference, that you have placed me in this position, 
because 1 am so little equal to occupy it as it has been occupied ; 
and, were I in the midst of any other assembly, I would certainly 
have declined the invitation ; but I dare not do so on this occasion, 
because I know in the midst of whom 1 stand—in a Meeting of 
Christian Brethren. I earnestly pray, that it may please God to 
enable me to discharge my duty ; and I am sure you will not im. 
pose upon me any thing but what is delightful to my own heart, 
^luy the blessing of God rest upon you ! 

QAt the conclusion of the above address, Sir Culling Eardley 
Smith entered the Room, and took the Chair.] 

Rev. W. Bkvan read the Minutes of the last Session, which 
were confirmed. Mr. Bevan stated, that he had taken it upon him¬ 
self, lix-st evening, the responsibility of reducing the number of 
Ada ])rinted to one half, namely, 500 instead of 1000. 

The Conference concurred in the alteration. 

Rev. Dr. Bunting. —It is understood, that many Brethren, 
whose [)resence in the remaining portion of our deliberations is 
exceedingly desirable, think of leaving Town, some to-day—more 
to-morrow—and more on Saturday. It is by no means certain, 
that we shall finish our deliberations even by Saturday ; and it is, I 
think, of the utmost im{)ortauce fb our mutual comfort and satisfiic- 
tion, and to the success of our object, that as many Brethren as 
possible should remain as long as they can; certainly over to¬ 
morrow, being Friday. That is one thing that bos been suggested. 
Another is, that we fear there is—very naturally, and under other 
circumstances very laudably,—a desire on the part of some excellent 
friends in London, to make what they call “ Social Parties,” in 
which they may have the opi>ortunity of seeing beloved Brethren. 
But these Social Parliet have been found—and, if continued, will 
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be mote and more found—to interfere with their attendance at thw 
Conference. It will be evident, how very inconvenient it is, for 
thirty, forty, or fifty Members, best acquainted with the details of 
business, to be absent,—however gratifying their presence may lie 
to the friends who have invited them. These remarks do not apply 
to Mr. Noels Soireej that is quite another thing ; we should first 
attend to business, and look for that sort of additional gratification 
afterwards. 

Rev. W. Bbvan. —Sir Culling and Brethren, in one minute, I 
will say all I have to say on these points. In the first place, I 
trust Foreign and Provincial Brethren will make a great effort to 
stay as long as possible, on the understanding, which London 
Brethren will come to on the other hand, that they abstain, us far 
as possible, from drawing away friends from this Conference. The 
understanding tvill in this respect be mutual. Great as the pleasure 
would be to get friends to my house, I would not ask them to come, 
if, by so doing, I should in any manner interfere with the oju-rations 
of this Conference. I am also glad, that these two hints are com¬ 
patible with a third object, that of having a Soiree, or an Kvening 
Meeting, next week. 

Rev. Dr. Massie had consulted the Members of the Business 
and of the General Arrangement Committees about the Soiree ; and 
they felt quite incompetent of themselves to decide respecting it. 
Very many of them preferred, that it should be to-morrow evening 
from eight till ten o’clock, if it could be this week at all; and, 
next week, the Provincial Brethren would a.ssuredly be denied the 
pleasure of attending it. Some of us have been three weeks in 
Town, and have not been absent an liour from Meetings of the Con¬ 
ference and of Committees ; and we must go home licfore next week. 

Rev. Dr. Alder. —The proposal I have been requested to present, 
on behalf of the Public Meetings’ Committee, is this ;— 

“That the Committee recommend, as there arc so many valuable Speakers, whose 
names it has not been possible to include in previous arrangements, and 
whose public testimony it is impn^nt to obtain ; and as large numbers of 
Christian friends have not been able to gain admiaaion to the Public .Meetings 
held in connexion with the Alliance j it is desirable, that a Fourth Meeting be 
held in Exeter Hall, on Monday evening next, the 31st instant, at Six o’clock, 
for the purpose of taking leave of the Brethren from other Countries j and 
that Tickets be gratuitously supplied, through the medium of the London 
Ministers, and others, whose names have already been announced.” 

One object, in proposing this additional Meeting, is, to afford an 
opportunity to the young men of I.<ondon, who feel deeply interested 
in Religious matters, to attend such a Meeting. I mention this, as 
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(taacw tn wMdi the Comaiitte* v«e {^Ked, in bdiig iiiidap tW 
naeMHtjTt is amnginjf ibr pievioas Meetings, tb pMarer tbs names 
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the cause in which we an engaged. I t|ieiefon nun^ 

“ That the RejXiit now preaantad bs adopted.” ■* ‘ 

Rev. Dr. Massib seconded the Motion. 

Hon. and Rev, B. W. Nona suggested, that tickets abottld be 
sent to the Young Men’s Association. 

Rev. Or. Aldrr replied that this had- been agreed upon. 

The Resolution was then carried. 

Rev. Dr. Alubr further stated, that' he had another recom. 
mendation from the Committee, in reference to the Public Meeting 
that evening (Thursday), to the effect, that the Apostoli«»t Bene- 
diction shmdd be pronounced in the English, French, ItaUan, and 
German languages, by different Brethren, at the close of the 
service. 

Hon. and Rev. Baptist VV. Nobi. thought such a course would 
be liable to objection. 

Other Members enquired, why so novel a practice shonlo be 
adopted at the Meeting that evening, and not at that which it had 
been decided to hold on hlonday evening ? 

QThe suggestion did not appear to meet with the approbation of 
the Conference, and therefore dropped.] 

Rev. M. Martin made an announcement, inviting all For^pi 
Brethren to meet the Committee, who were making arrangements 
for the French Meeting, to be held on Friday, August 28th. 

The discussion on the Five Articles of the Motion, which was 
before the Chair at the previous Sitting, was then resumed, in con¬ 
formity with the Resolution moved by the Rev. T. Biuney. (p. 251.) 

Rev. A. SoRLBY moved. Rev. Josbfr Hay seconded, 

“That for the void ‘growth,’ the word ‘elate' be eubaUtuted, io the Finl 

Articie." 

Carried. ^ 

In the discussion of the Amendments many points of diflctt% 
arose. At the request of the Chairman, the Rev. Edward Bidcmr. 
steth implored the guidance of God. 

Rev.'A. Kino moved. Dr. NooaNT Dunoab seconded, 

“ That the Firit Article etand in the following term*‘ TheprogreM and pni^foti 

of Christian Union, l^ligiaui Idbarty, and Ewmgelical Truth.’ 

The Amendment was negatived. 
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R«r. A. Kino moved, Rev. J. Cordeaux seconded, 

“ That for the word ‘ form,' the word * formi,’ be aubetituted in the Second 
Article." 

Carried. 

Rev. John Kennedy moved. Rev. W. L. Thornton seconded. 
That the word ‘ public,' in the Fourth Article, be omitted.” 

Carried. 

Rev. R. H. Herscheed moved. Rev. James Cobeb seconded, 

“ That the words following be added to the Fifth Article,—‘ and the present con¬ 
dition of the Jews throughout the World.'” 

The Amendment, by consent of the Conference, was withdrawn. 
Rev. W. P.sTTERSoN moved. Rev. James Pringle seconded, 

*' That the following Article be added, ‘ Facto relrting to Slavery, and the con¬ 
dition of our Brethren in bonds, in every part of the World.’ ” 

The Amendnienl, by consent of the Conference, was withdrawn. 
Re-read the Motion as amended. 

Rev. Dr. Massif, movert. Rev. A. D. Casipbkll seconded, 

“ That the Fifth Article be omitted.” 

Carried. 

In the course of the.se discussions. Rev. P. La Tbobb ex¬ 
pressed his regret that Rev. Dr. Barth, who was known to the 
Conference, as enjoying a more than Ivuropean reputation, had not 
yet found courage to make a spcecii. He (Mr. Latrobc) had risen, 
chiefly to read a statement, which liad been put into Dr. Barth's 
hands, by a man high in ofhee and station, and who had perhaps more 
opportunity of knowing the real state of the case than any other 
individual in this Country. He would just read the paper : which 
was a collection of facts. [Mr. La Trobe then read the following 
paper:— 

“thooohts on a possible oaiECT or oNirso acdo.n. 

"For the Evangtlteol Alliance, 

" Vo alliance baa hitherto been found to be of anr duration or efficiency, which 
baa aet manifeated itaelf aa an unity in action. 

" It ia genersUy undentood, that no eorporale unilg of action ia pmeticaUe, not 
erai in the field of Miartoni. 

" But ia tfacrc no other that may be practicable 7 
* ** The Erangetical Faith ia luffiering and aighing at thia moment, under grievoua 
peraccution, in many countriea in other*, it ia in ao diat ro w e d a atalo, that the 
sympathy and help of Brethren are greatly needed. ^ 

“Jn Tttrkeg, the law of the land allowt liberty of conscience, and pnnsiaeaprn^ 
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tection. Indeed, the Gree)(< and the Roman Cothnliei enjoy it,—the one under the 
influence of Ruraia, the other funder that of France. The Faith of the Gospel 
alone is under no protection, throughout the extensive regions of the Ottoman 
Knipire. 

“ Numerous families among 4he Greek Christians of Hasheya in Mount 
Lebanon, after an anxious and .earnest study of the Bible, declare for the 
Protestant Faith : they are driven out by force, are obliged to leave wives and 
children, and to wander about in the mountains : their faith is tried by two years of 
severe persecutions;—but no justice is done to them. If they were Greeks or 
Roman Catholics, they would be protected: their crime is, that they belong to a 
sect, called by the Turks, ‘the godless equivalent to ‘ the English.’ 

’• In Constantinople, Armenians, of great respectability and unimpeached cha¬ 
racters, arc awakened to a lively faith in Christ; the tortures and persecution they 
have undergone are fresh in the memory of every Christian. 

“ Buttherearepcrsecutiuiisofanothercharacterncarerhomc. In Hungary, in Tran- 
8ylvh..ia, and in the German pi ivinces of the Austrian Empire, there are hundreds of 
congregations professing the Evangelical Faith, who arc too poor to build or rebuild 
cithcrchurchcsorschools: and from whomall assistanceor support is still withholden. 
In Hungary alone, the urgent remonstrances of the constitutional authorities have 
effected something;—;n tlm other countries named, the distress still continues."] 

Rev. Dr. Massik ■"•ished to call Mr. La Trobe’s attention to the 
fact, that a Resolution had already been passed, bearing upon the 
stibject of the paper which had been read. In the third paragragh, 
under “ Objects,” on page it of tb«! “ Suggestions," it was declared 
to be one object of the A...'.ince, • that a corresjwndence be pjwned 
and niaiiitaiiit d villi Ciir......in Brethren in different parts of the 

World, esjiecially with those wlio may be engaged, a.nidst peculiar 
difficulties and opposition, in the cause of the Gospel," &c. 

The CiiAiim VN sual. tl b»"ii - cognizant of what was going to 
be done, ne must take his snare of the blame. The fact was, that 
a paper had been drawn np by a very eminent and distinguished 
itudvidual, not present m the room, which had been put into the 
hands of his friends, who were very anxious that it should be read 
to the Conference. And it had been judged, that the present time 
was the best for that purpose. He confessed, that the subject 
was involved in what had been already done. 

Mr. La Trobe had only read the foregoing paper to the Meeting, 
at the request of a ^iend for whom he would do almost anything. 
He might farther say, that he himself wps the representative, in 
some measure, of a Church, which had showed much kindness to the 
Cljriatian Brethren in this and other countries. At a very early 
period of its existence, it felt it a great privilege to stretch out the 
hand of syin]wtliy to all Christians. .\l one of its earliest Synods, it 
pwMsid a Resolution, to send deputations to all countries of professed 
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Christians, and to offer the right hand of fellowship to all those 
who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ: and a fartiter Kesolution 
was passed, that if, on the return of these deputations, mournful 
accounts were received of the state of such Christians, they would 
take the very earliest opportunity to asperate with them in every 
possible way. Although, therefore, a comparatively small and 
insignificant Church, it had long set a bright example of Christian 
affection and lore. 

■ The Chairman observed, that the object sought would be every 
way answered, by the subject being upon the Reporter's notes. 

Rev. Thomas Binnev moved,— 

“ That Clause IV. stand in the following form ; — IV. That in subserviency to tho 
grand object already intimated, the Alliance will endeavour to exert a bene¬ 
ficial influence on the advancement of true and undcflltKl Religion, in all places, 
and in every practicable mode: it being understood, however, that it does not at 
present contemplate any direct agency, or aggressive organixation of its own, 
to carry out specific objects, but proposes to confine itself to the collection and 
publication of facts and documents, that may tend to stimulate its own 
Members, and other Brethren, in the prosecution of such efforts as they may 
already be engaged in, in other capacities, or which may be suggested by 
acquired information or future events. For this purpose, the AlhVice will 
promote enquiry, nnd invite information from its various Branches and com¬ 
petent individuals throughout the World, bearing on the general or local 
aspects of Infidelity, and Popery, and Superstition ; on Etlucation, Public 
Morals, the Observance of the Lord's day. Temperance, Slavery, Christian 
Missions, the State of the Jews, the facta connected with the Retardation or 
Advance of Christian Union and Fellowship together a ith whatever may l>e 
intimately connecter! with the prevalence of Truth, Love, and Holiness, the 
glorious coming and universal establishment of that Kingdom of oor Lord and 
Saviour, which is ‘ not meat and drink, but righteousness, and peace, and jov 
in the Holy Ghost.’ ” 

He said, —iMay I. say, that I am quite ashamed, when I look 
back upon the pa-st days bf the Conference, and think bow fre¬ 
quently I have had the assurance to rise*? I am very wjrry that I 
have had so frequently to rise; btit I can very sincerely say, that I 
have given my attendance here,, at almo.st every .Session when I 
could, forr^ke purpose of doing what I was able, to make this 
Alliance what, in nHy idea, we all wish it to be. 

I lieg pardon, if any words I uttered yesterday gave pain to any 
Brethren. 1 did not use the words, " American Question," “ Scotch 
Question," in any offensive sense. But it did appear to me, from 
the “tenor of some of the speeches yesterday, that a character was 
being given to the Alliance, which would fie injurious to its interests, 
and prevent many from joining it who otherwise would do so. It 
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did seem to me as if some Brethren thought, that the beginning, 
the middle, and the whole might be, the putting down of Popery in 
Ireland ; and I did not like, that it should take that character of 
aggression or antagonism any way. I did not think, that a 
World's Association like this, should be engaged in aggressive 
movements, or attempt to accomplish, by an a^ressive ^ency, what 
individual Associations are doing already. However, seeing that 
we have, and shall have. Members in every part of the World, I 
conceived, that, through their means, a great deal of valuable in¬ 
formation might be collected on many subjects, immediately and in¬ 
timately connected with the promotion of the Kingdom of Christ 
and the glory of God. With this in view, I thought, that the 
enumeration of Objects in the Hesolution before the Chair, might 
be very fairly and properly enlarged; with the full consideration, 
that the design was merely that of collecting information upon them; 
which being laid before our Members and the World, might produce 
such an impression upon our own hearts, as would lead us all to do 
our specific work better, and might also assist other Societies in 
their particular spheres of operation. [^Mr. Binney read the whole 
of his Amendment, and then continued.] 

This, it will be perceived, includes every thing mentioned in the 
Hesolution, with the addition of several other subjects. 

I feel very much as, I tiiink, my old friend Richard Baxter must 
liave felt— I know not whether he did—when he believed, that, in 
the course of two or three days, he could write something, which 
should take the place of the Liturgy of the Church of England. 
The man must have had a most amazing confidence in himself, who 
could imagine, that, in a few days or nights, he could write a book 
to take the place of that IVlanual of Devotion; and, with all the 
respect I have for the good man, I have felt somewhat ashamed of 
that circumstance. But wliat shall I say about myself, when I have 
dared to come forward wit]i a Hesolution, which I have prepared in 
one night, to take the place of that, which some dear Brethren have 
been occupied upon for some months post! I;, almost feel ashamed 

of myself; yet, at the same time, from the train things took yester¬ 
day, and from the view I take of what this Allianee is, and what it 
ought to aim at, I could not resist putting the matter before you 
fully and explicitly in this way. 

Several of these additional subjects are of great importance ; and 
I should like them to be brought out in our publications. There is 
tire question of Public Morals. There are many &cts, I think, in 
connection with Public Morals, which a great ,JSvangelical and 
Christian Society like ours might touch upon with delicacy and 
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power. .1 was perfectly astonished the other day, when a gentleman 
put a newspaper into my hands, and said, “ rend that advertisement,” 
I did so, and found it was an advertisement of books which were on 
sale, containing very taking coloured plates ; and, from the names 
of the books, I am sure they were of the most infamous description. 
And yet the name of the person was given who sold them, and the 
place where they might l)e bought. In my opinion, a great Society 
like this, might, with delicacy and propriety, introduce something 
in some publications bearing upon the purification of society in that 
respect. 

My dear American Brethren will not be offended when I say, 
that I can make statements, which perhaps they are not prepared 
for, respecting America, showing the importance of this subject. 
When in New York, last year, I stayed at the Astor House, the 
principal Hotel in that City. You enter it by two flights of steps, 
and upon those steps there are hoys sitting all day long, with lawks 
spread out for sale,—many of them obviously and manifestly trnnsla. 
tions from the French, of a very infamous description. This I 
found to be the case in most of the other large Hotels in the State 
of New York. When I pointed out the circumstance to my friend 
Dr. Adam.s, he was quite surprised, and said, “ I did not know that 
such things were ; I ought to write to some of the authorities.” 
Some of our friends wht) are here from .^tnerica, may be erjually 
ignorant of these things ; but living, as I did, principally in public 
Hotels and Inns, I had them Iwfore my eyes. 

Then, there is the “ Observance of the Lonl’s Day.” Allow 
me here to expl.iin a remark I made yesterdav. When I said 1 did 
not believe in il.e Fourth Commandment. I simply meant, that I 
did not believe in the literal application of the whole of it. None 
of you act upon it ; at least, not in Iwndon. We are constantly 
violating it. I believe in the morality of the Lord's Day. I believe 
there is a principle of morality in the day which is set apart for 
Divine Worship ; and that tlie First Day of the Week is the <lay 
which ought to be held sacred for the Worship of Cfod. I cannot 
say, I subscribe to the not using the horse and the ass. I use a 
public conveyance—get into an omnibus;—and I do not think any of 
us keep the Fourth Commandment lilera/h/, tvhatcver we may 
pretend to talk about.' Then there is " Temperance." I am ntrt 
a Teetotaler—I do not advocate or practice? Tcetotalism ; still it is 
a very important tiling. I believe it has done a va,st deal of good ; 
that it has made temperate men more temperate, and that it has been 
a John the Baptist to the Preaching of the Gospel. I believe, some 
men could not be converted, humanly speaking, until they first be- 
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came Teetotalers. I would, therefore, have that subject introduced ; 
though I do not go the whole length of many of my friends. So of 
“ Slavery," “ Christian Missions," “ The State of the Jews," and 
“ Facts connected with the retardation or advance of Christian 
Union and Fellowship." There are many things in which I should 
desire to see more of union and communion. Having these brought 
forward would much facilitate and promote the great object which 
has assembled us together. 

Rev. Arthuk Tiuman. —I do not feel that I need—like my good 
friend Mr. Binney—to confess my offences ; for I have not troubled 
the Conference up to the present day. Love to the great object of 
tlie Alliance has kept me silent, and I have been quite ready to 
continue so. It did, however, appear to me. Sir Culling, that the 
strain of the discussion yesterday was very remote from that which 
was the primary object, the primary attraction, beauty, and glory of 
this Alliance. I thought we were very much in danger of getting 
into an Anti-Catholic spirit; and that the train of remark was too 
much associated with certain modes of discussing that question, to 
which none of us can be strangers. I think, that, if the Alliance 
commits itself to all the pracUcal measures on all the points con. 
tained in the Resolution, it will do that which will prove fatal to its 
peace and its very existence. Practical measures, on any of those 
|H)ints, can never be entertained with any efficiency ; and, if they 
could, would produce nothing but disagreement among the Brethren. 

I am quite sure, with regard to the general principle to which I- 
am now speaking, that any thing in this Alliance, which should 
bear any resemblance to Anti. Popish aggression, would greatly 
wound us, and would prevent the co-operation of multitudes, 
whom it is desirous to conciliate, and bring into this bond of 
Brotherly affection. 1 see some gentleman shaking their heads, 
and I have no right to call upon them J,o believe what 1 affirm ; 
but I have some knowledge of many who have hitherto held back 
from this Association ; and 1 know, that, were there the slightest 
approach to such a character as 1 think the proceedings of yesterday 
threatened, it would go very far to deprive us of their future 
assistance. I should be exceedingly grieved, were we to do any 
thing to excite and keep alive the strong prejudices which exist, 
when we ought rather to endeavour, os far as possible, to soften, and 
ultimately remove, them altogether. All I should wish, in Mconding 
this Resolution, is, if the Conference so determine, that the whole 
should be referred to a Special Committee, for u little re-considera¬ 
tion. I will venture to say, that you have the power to carry by 
the vote, the measure now before you; but I will also venture to 
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affirm, that, if you do so, those in the minority will with pain hold 
up their hands against the preamble, and retire—not from the 
Alliance—but from this Meeting, with very great sorrow indeed. 
I do not at all pledge myself to the details of my Brother’s Amend¬ 
ment :—^there are many things which, if brought forward in Com¬ 
mittee, I should vote against; but I vote for the General Amend¬ 
ment, and second that with all my heart, that we may not 
act precipitately in coming to any ^ponclusion on the preamble. 
Gentlemen smile to hear me talk of precipitancy, after two days’ 
discussion ; and, by some, this is esteemed a great loss of time. I 
maintain. Sir Culling, that any thing which will bring us to an 
harmonious conclusion is not loss of time ; and, whatever time may 
have hitherto been spent, we are not in the state to come to that 
harmonious conclusion. I am a warm friend to this Alliance, and 
most cordially would I do what I could, to promote it.s interests and 
extend its power : but the very moment that the .-Mliance commits 
itself to these measures will be fatal to its jaiwer and efficiency. I 
know some persons will use a term of reproach, and call you “A do- 
nothing Society but I maintain, that the primary object is to bring 
us together, and to make us feel as Brethren, and understand 
and respect each other’s differences. Rut I think we are going 
astray, when we propose to leave this primary object of the .Alliance, 
and to take up the business of all the Benevolent and Religious 
Institutions in Christendom. 1 hope, before we go to a final vote, 
that Brethren will re-consider the matter. I should be exceedingly 
pained to hold up my hand against the prejiinblc; but I shall 
certainly do so, if the subject is pre.ssed at the present time. ■ 

Rev. Dr. BeECUKn.—I have perceived the deep interest which 
has appertained to these difficultie.s and discussions for two days, 
which have Irecn attended with very little progress, and, |)erhaps, 
with some little retrogradation of feeling ; and I have not been able 
to understand, why it is,—after the great unity that prevailed, and 
when every thing seemed going on without the possibility of any 
discordant sentiment,—that we have found ourselves almost swamped. 
I beg to ask, whether there is any thing more coniprehendcrl in ail 
these specification.s, beyond our merely recommending them to the 
attention of individual Alliances And I would just ask, why we 
feel such a confidcfce in onr own recommcnrlutions These dis¬ 
tinct Alliances will have to do all the work ; and I should like to 
know, whether it is not possible, that they will be able to under¬ 
stand this subject themselves ? Why may we not presume, that the 
Providence of God will indicate to each Alliance its most appropriate 
work,—without thinstingnpon them something which they cannot do? 
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When 1 was about twenty-five years of age, I attended the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church; and we had some Resolutions 
concerning the subject of Temperance, and other things in which I 
was concerned; and we succeeded in getting them passed. This I 
thought a grand achievement. They were printed in the Minutes 
of the General Assembly, which were sent all over the Church: and 
that was the last I ever heard of them. 

The discussions of yesterd^ and to-day remind me of an anecdote 
I have heard, concerning an old gentleman who lived somewhere in 
Old England, who wrote and published a Sermon on the Vices of 
the Great at the Court end of London, and got a certain number 
printed ; and, when a gentleman sometime after called upon him, he 
asked him, if he had seen, since the publication of his Sermon, any 
appearance of reform at the Court end of the Town ? I have been 
a Reformer, on a small scale, fur forty years; and 1 do not know but 
it was from the guidance of Heaven, that I early came to this con¬ 
clusion,—if I wanted to carry a point, never to tell before what I 
meant to do. If I got soldiers enlisted to perform some work, I 
never told the enemy by proclamation what my intentiens were, I 
never issued a declaration of all 1 was going to attempt; for, in the 
first place, if 1 did, 1 should discourage and alarm half my friends; 
and, in the second place, the enemy would be able to concentrate 
his forces, and to defeat me. Therefore, I have found by experience, 
that I cal' accomplish forty times as much as I can. threaten or 
promise. God has the power, and 1 hope He will use it, to unite 
the hearts of this great and blessed Assembly, in letting the matter 
alone, and trusting to independent Alliances, instead of disputing 
about it under great disadvantages. 

Rev. J. Angcll James. —My venerable friend has expressed a 
fear, that the Alliance will scarcely survive these discussions ; but 
I trust, that the Divine Pilot, who is on board, will keep it from 
foundering among the breakers. We arc not so much divided in 
opinion us seems to be the general sentiment of this Aleeting; and, 
indeed, I think we should not have been divided as piuch as we 
are, if my dear friend Oinney had placed us under more obligation, 
■by coming earlier into our Confederation, and had assisted us in 
preparing the programme for this Meeting. Sir, none but those 
who have been at it, week after week, and mouth after month, can 
understand the solicitude, the painful solicitude and labour we have 
had, in drawing up the prt^ramme which is now brought before 
you. And it is some little matter of regret, that those who could 
have helped us, had they been with us a little earlier, have delayed 
their assistance till the present moment. We have had two diffi. 
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culties to contend with, in prepnring the programrae for this Meet, 
ing. We had to meet, on the one hand, the wishes of those who 
were anxious for more action; and, on the other hand, the senti¬ 
ments of those who did not wish to take action at all. We thought 
we had arrived at a happy medium, in the Resolution which has 
been submitted to the Chair ; for I maintain, that it is subslanlialltf 
the same with that which Brother Binney lias introduced. The 
only real difference is, that he has igpluded more objects than we 
thought it desirable to mention. We set out, from the beginning, 
upon the principle,—both with regard to the Basis and the Objects, 
that our wisdom consisted,—not in seeing how many principle.s we 
could take up, or how many lines of action we could embrace, but 
how few: and the amount of action really contemplated, is little 
more than Brother Binney suggested; for what is stated in the 
supplementary remarks.^ " It being understood, that in following 
up the enquiries to be thus made, and in promoting these and 
similar objects, the Alliance contemplates chiefly the stimulating of 
Christians to such efforts as the exigencies of the case may demand, 
by giving forth its views in regard to them, rather than b)f carrying 
these viervs out by an organization of its orrn," Arc we not then, 
Mr. Chairman and Brethren, wasting the fragments of the pre¬ 
cious time which stUl remain fur the great objects which have called 
us tc^tber, in discussing matters which approach so nearly to each 
other, as do the programme that has been submitted, and the 
Amendment introduced by Brother Binney.^ If we attempt to in¬ 
clude everything within the sphere of our limited action, we shall 
hold ourselves up to the World, as the promoters of one of the most 
visionary schemes which was ever set afloat. The Alliance, accord¬ 
ing to Mr. Binney’s Resolution, would he, as regards Objects, a 
kind of omnium gatherum. A few selected Objects arc infinitely 
to be preferred to all those which ingenious benevolence can bring 
within our circle. I do entreat, Sir Culling, that we may .soon 
come to a vote upon the Question ; and, for my own part, I see, 
comjiaratively, so little difference between the two Motions, that, 
if the one which I have had the honour of submitting be rejected, 
I am perfectly prepared, heart and soul, to take up that which 
Brother Binney has proposed. 

Rev. Dr. Baird said, he would like the Resolution better, if the 
preamble were merely—“ That, in subserviency to the grand object 
already intimated, the expectation is cherished, that the Alliance 
will exert a beneticial influence on the advancement of Christianity 
in various important respects, and especially in promoting their 
Common Protestant Faith in this and other Countries.” That ap- 
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peered to be enough, and covered the whole ground, omitting the 
words—“ such iw counteracting the efforts of Popery and other 
forms of Superstition and Infidelity." 

A very distinguished Minister of the Gospel, in Paris, had forgot 
to say in his speech, what it was very important should be known, 
that the proposition as it now stood, would make the Alliance ap. 
pear an aggressive movement againt Popery; a fact’ which the 
French Government would Jook upon with jealousy, and which 
would render the position of Protestant Brethren in France ex¬ 
tremely difficult. By omitting the words in question, a difficulty 
would be avoided, and the great objects of the Alliance would still 
he stated, namely, the effecting of an Union among Evangelical 
Cliristians, and the general extension of true Religion, at home 
and abroad. 

Rev. E. N. Kirk. —The difference betwen the original Resolu¬ 
tion and Mr. Binney’s Amendment was, that the one said act, and 
the other act not. If the Alliance was prepared to go out against 
Pojiery, Slavery, Intemperance, Lewdness, or any other evils, he 
would second the attack with all his heart. But it did not appear 
to him, that they had come together to promote a new object in the 
Church, at least, not an antagonistic one. He had lung cultivated 
the principle of antagonism ; he belonged to an Anti-Intemperance 
Society, and to Societies for the suppression of other great evils : but 
he now wished to belong to a Christian Union, and to cultivate senti¬ 
ments of Brotherly Love. Never before had he seen such noble, 
manly, Christian discussions, as in the Meetings of the Conference:— 
never hud he seen the grandeur of the movement so clearly as in those 
discussions. A hard thing would sometimes drop from the lips of the 
speaker; and then would come the swqet apolc^y, dictated by the 
Holy Spirit. These scenes had made him believe, that he had 
proved what he had long been seeking ; but the discussions of that 
day had made him feel as though, after all, he should lose it. He 
was afraid of the Alliance undertaking a tear of any kind : lest it 
should turn their minds away ffom the object of love. In their 
hearts there were two departments ; one, the department of attrac¬ 
tion, the other, that of repulsion. They had sufficiently cultivated 
the repulsive, but not the attractive sensibilities. These he now 
wished to nourish and cherish. He wished to dwell upon the great 
and glorious subject of Union. In heaven all was Union; and, in 
anticipation of, and preparation for, the Union of heaven, he de- 
* sired to cultivate^ Brotherly Love and Union upon eartiu And 
Union was grand enough,—it was great enough ! Until the Meet¬ 
ing on Tuesday, he did not believe, that the matter- of Union was 
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sufficiently noble to engage all their attention: but, after the ex¬ 
perience then afforded him, he did believe it; and he further be¬ 
lieved, that the grandeur of the subject had not yet been developed. 
Another thought. Not only was it proposetl to make aggressions, 
but also to collect information. The Evangelicid Alliance was to 
be a Statistical Society ; a gatherer of facts and collector of inform¬ 
ation for other Societies! As a matter of business, he did not see 
why the Missionary, Anti-Papal, Anti-Slavery, and other Societies, 
were not more competent to mind their own affairs. These objects 
he thought too small to engage the attention of so great an Institu¬ 
tion. Had they come up to London, and met together, to make a 
great Pact-gatliering and Fact-publishing Society ? 

lie thought the Alliance would bear much upon the World in 
the Conversion of Sinners. It stoorl as a broad line, marking the 
separation of those who did, and those who did not receive the Gospel, 
—those who where regenerated, and those who were not. 

One other thought, with regard to the Roman Catholics them¬ 
selves. Many of these were watching the movement with the 
deepest interest, to discover this one thing, “ Could Protestants 
unite? Is Protestant Union a word or a reality?” But if the 
subject of Slavery were introduced, the American Brethren would 
take the opportunity of very calmly stating ail their views to their 
British Brethren. This subject would, he was afraid, split the 
Alliance; and would lead to the introduction of others, which would 
make the division still more apparent. They (the Americans) 
would like the Temperance question to be included; but bow would 
this agree with the habits of some ? What were they, then, to do? 
Were they to split the Alliance on the subject ? Therefore, he 
said, let them unite in the great matter of Union, and stand there ; 
let them be satisfied with attaining that position. 

Rev. A. D. Campbbi,!, explained, that the Resolution sub¬ 
mitted to the Conference had Itecn drawn up with the greatest care, 
and had undergone the careful consideration of various preliminary 
Meetings. 

Rev. J. Blackburn said, they had arrived within a few minutes 
of the time appointed for Adjournment, and the whole morning had 
been taken up with verbal criticisms. He would pres-s the question : 
—what was intended to be done ? It occurred to him, that the best 
course would lie, to refer the subject of action to the respective 
Alliances, leaving each to determine for itself, what it could do and 
ijrhat'it could not. For be conceived, that a British Alliance might, 
do what; an American Alliance was not able to do; and so of the 
German and French Alliances. He proposed, therefore, either that 
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they should leave the question of action to the decision of the 
respective Alliances when formed; or immediately appoint a Com¬ 
mittee, to take those documents into their prayerful and serious, 
consideration, and to draw up a separate Resolution, to be presented 
to the Conference to-morrow morning. It was essential to the 
promotion of a harmonious feeling, that the whole subject should be 
laid before a smaller Body. 

The Chairman enquired, whether the Mover and Seconder of the 
Amendment were willing to withdraw it,—^that both it and the 
original Resolution might be referred to a Committee.^ 

Rev. T. Binney would be satisfied with any Resolution the 
Conference might come to upon the subject. 

Rev. Dr. F. A. Cox most heartily seconded Mr. Blackburn’s 
suggestion. While it was clearly impossible to harmonize all their 
minds at that moment, he thought that could be done by referring 
the whole matter to a Committee. 

After some remarks from Dr. Bunting and another gentleman, 

Rev. Dr. Wabduaw supported the Motion for submitting the 
whole to a Committee. 

Mr. Tidjuan, as the Seconder of Mr. Binney’s Amendment, con¬ 
sented to its withdrawal for the present. 

[The Conference gave leave, that Mr. Binney’s Motion be with¬ 
drawn pro tem.'y 

Rev. A. Monou desired, that the Fourth Object should be entirely 
expunged: but, if he could not obtam that, he should of course wish 
to retain as little of it as possible; he, therefore, coincided in Dr. 
Baird's suggestion, that the words “ such as counteracting the 
elforts of Popery and other forms of Superstition and Infidelity,” 
should be omitted. 

They from the Continent had not the least thought of leaving the 
Alliance, even if the paragraph were retained ; but they believed it 
w’ould be better to omit it; and they did so, because it would 
involve those who resided in France in very considerable difficulties, 
and might subject them to fines and various modes of punishment. 
Of these they were not afraid, so long as they were brought upon 
them legally; but if the Resolution were passed, and became a paut of 
the system of the Alliance, and if they continued Members of the 
Alliance, it would probably, with the present views of - the French 
Government, be construed into a violation of the Law. 

Having stated this, he could now tell his Brethren in France, 
that he had spoken against it, and done what he could to prevent 
its admission. His conscience was clear in the matter. 

One word with regard to Roman Catholics. He knew, that many 
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were looking upon the present movement with interest,-••not only as 
his 'Brother Kirk had said, to learn what Protestants would do,— 
but also to learn whether they could not join it. These persons 
were very sincere; but had been led into the Romish Church 
by the point of Unity. They could not ctmceive of a Church 
bmng without Unity, nor of the Protestant Church having that 
Unity; but, when they saw that a great Protestant Union was 
formed, he was convinced numbers of them, and men of influence 
too, would join the Evangelical Alliance. 

But these strong denunciations against Popery would prevent 
them from so acting, and cause them to continue within the pale of 
the Church of Rome. He (Mr. Monod) believed, that the public 
exhibition of Christian Love would more promote the best interests 
of the Alliance than anything beside. 

He would add, in conclusion, that, as the Meeting was divided 
pretty nearly into two equal parties, the one opposed to, and the 
other in favour of the measure, he thought a positive evil was greater 
than a negative one; and that those who were in favour of the measure 
must be less pained by its not passing, than those who were opposed 
to it would be by its passing. He sincerely hoped, that the Lord would 
lead them to act for the best. His own mind was for the expunging 
of the whole paragraph. 

After a little desultory conversation. 

The Chaibmak put the following Motion ; Moved by Rev. John 
Blackburn, and Seconded by Rev. Dr. F. A. Cox, 


*' That the Motion now before the Chair, with the Amendments proposed bjr the 
Her. Thomas Binney, and other .Members of the Conference, be referred to 
the consideration of a Special Committee :—with instructions to report thereon 
at the opening of the next Sitting of the Conference; and that the following 
gentlemen constitute the Committee. 


Rev. Thomas Bir.ney, 
Rev. 3. Angell James, 
Rev. thr. Banting, 

Rer. Dr. Robert Brown, 
Rev. G. Osborn, 

Rer. Dr. Steane, 

Rer. Dr. Maatie, 

Rer. Dr. Baird, 

Rer. Ad. Monad, 

Rer. John Bladtbtmi, 
Rer. W. W. Ewbaifk, 
Rer; A. Tidman, 

Rer. Dr. F. A. Cox, 
Rer. Dr. Si. H. Cox, 
Rer. E. N. Kirk, 


Rer. Dr. Wardlaw, 

Rev. O. Winslow, 

Rer. Jas. Begg, 

Rer. Edw. Bickersteth, 

Rer. A. D. Campbell, 

Rer. J. H. Hinton, 

Hon. and Rer. B. W. Noel, 

J. S. Blackwood, Esq., LL.D. 
Rer. Tbos. Waugh, 

S. E. Mone, Eaq., 

Rer. J. H. Stewart, 

Rer. Thos. Scalds, 

Rer, M. Andebex, 

Rer, W. Anderson, 

Rer Dr. Otkhton.” 
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The Motion was Carried. 

Rev. Dr. Stbanc said, that, as extreme inconvenience would be 
felt on all hands, if the proceedings of the Conference did not termi¬ 
nate before another Lord’s Day had arrived, he moved, 

“ That tin: Conference hold a Seaeion this Evening at five o'clock,” 

although a Public Meeting would be going on in Exeter Hall. The 
absence of Brethren who would be at that Meeting would be 
deeply regretted ; but the necessity of the case demanded, that such 
a course should be taken. 

Rev. Dr. Brauuont seconded the Motion. 

Rev. W. Bbvan felt the value of time, and was as anxious to 
return home as any of his Brethren; but he did not .think that 
much time would be saved by bolding a Session that evening. Be¬ 
sides, into whose hands would the conduct of the Meeting in Exeter 
Hall fall f Those who were most active in the discharge of their 
duty must be there. The consequence would be, that a fragment of 
the Conference would sit; and, very possibly, in the next morning’s 
Sitting, they would undo all that might have been done on the 
previous^evening. 

Rev. Dr. Massie suggested, that all Amendments, notice of which 
had been given, should be submitted to the Select Committee, which 
was a pretty large one ; and that they should prepare their digest by 
to-morrow morning. 

Rev. Dr. Bumtino thought, that, upon the whole. Dr. Steane's 
proposition was' the wisest. 

'The CuAinMAN put the. Motion, 

*' That the Conference meet at five o’clock thia Evening,” 
which was negatived. 

After some further discussion, it was agreed, that the Select Com¬ 
mittee should meet at live o’clock in Exeter Hall. 

Rev. Dr. Beecher pronounced the Benediction. 

The Conference adjourned to ten o’clock on Friday Morning. 



NINTH DAY— Aoqust 28th. 


MORNING SESSION. 


The Conference ze-aasembled at ten A. M. 

Bee. .‘Eluav Hoox.e moved, and Basii. Marriott, Esq. 
•eoooded,— 

e Jhit tile Him. and Her. B. W. Noel piceide over the Devotional Exeieiaet.” 

Carried. 

The Cbaiman gave out, and the aasembled Brethren sni^, 207tb 
Hymn, Noel’s Selection. The Chairman then read Romans xiv.; 
aad Rev. Dr. Morison engaged in prayer. The Meeting then sung 
231tt Hymn, Noel’s Selection. The Hon. Chairman read Acts ii. 
37— 47 , Attd iv. 31— 37 ; and Rev. J. Cordeaux engaged in prayer. 

The CsAtUfAK.—Permit me, before I resign this seat to its 
proper ownor, to make two or three rdtnarks. First, discussions 
airrit us to4ay. Let us not be too sensitive about them. It seems 
to me to be a decided benefit, that we riiould go through them. 
Did we entertain opposite opinions, and.had jve no opportunity of 
comparing them,—but were under the necessity of carrying them 
haclt with us to our various places of abode,—they would ferment 
in/ipr minds, and become sources of future discord of the most 
•eriaoa kind. But,—if every one speaks his mind, so that every, 
thing erroneous may be met, and everything sound acceded to,— 
we are iayiiig the foundations deep fer pormanent Union. 

In the iii^ idaee, whenever we are obliged to dissent from each 
other, msy God direct ns all to seek wholly the good of the Alii. * 
ancet ipid,inriead of wishing to make our own opinions prevail, may 
we all CBdaffimr to see how far we can conscientiously meet the 
riewa of those who ^ffer from os: then discussion will be safe. 

Further, when we part, as we soon mutt, and our happy meetings 
ohne to their termination,—which, 1 suppose, we shall feel tp ^ 
wMh the deepest regret, (but we cannot continue on the mount),— 
yrhea we retvm to our aeveral resideneea, let ua carry out this spirit 
dGrts in ear reqwetive twiihbuarhaode. Let us do 
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what Mr. Ponm)y and tlie Ministers of his town did: that is, meet 
for prayer, reading tlie Hcripturos, comparing oi»inions wiili each 
other, and consulting for the good of our neigldanirs. And let this 
great subject he constantly on our minds in prayer. We have no 
reason for supposing, that the effusion of the Holy Spirit on the day 
of Pentecost was to Ijo once for all. Why may we not expect 
more? Why may we not e.\pect permanently, such influences as 
descended on them once ? “ It is much more natural,” as President 
Kdwards has observed, “that as the dawn of the Millennial day 
approaches—if it is approaching—that we should have more, 
rather than less, grace; more, rather than less, light. And all tliat 
(lod has ever given to Ilis Church heretofore, we are warranted in 
looking for now, if we do but pray" May He give us the Spirit 
of Prayer! and we shall accomplish more than our hearts have ever 
hoped, or wo have ever imagined. 

.Sir Ciir.i,iN« Earolky .Sjutii then took the Chair. 

Rev. W. Bkvan read the Minutes of the last Sitting, which 
were confirmed. 


IM'DIJC OX .\tOXl>AY. 

In accordance with the recommendation of the Public Meetings’ 
Committee, Rev. Ur. Ai.i>i;ii moved, and Rev. A. S. Tui;i.wai.i. 
seconded,— 

“ That Thoxnas Farmer, K^j., be ie<iUO»teJ to preside ovt-r the Foartii Public 
Meeting, on Monday 31st." 

fiarried. 

Rev. Ur. Ai.uicu read the following letter from J. P. Plumptre, 
Esq., M.P. 

*• .Mv_i>kaii Sir, 

“ 1 was obliged to leave London on Saturday morning last, after the 
Morning Conference of the Evangelical -Mliance. I e.tn truly say, that 1 was greatly 
rejoiced at the .Meetings of last week ; and that 1 should have been very glad to 
have aj.pcared nt the Public Meetings, to have given ntteraiiee tn my opinion of 
the Evangelical Allinncc,_whieh is most warmly in its favonr-if I could i-on- 
venicnlly have made arrangements to this end. I trust the Lord was with us of a 
.truth, and that He will uailc us farther to magnify His name, and draw us nearer 
to i'nch other ia the bonds of the Gospel. 

“ Believe me to be truly youra, 

“J. PeMBERTO.V PuJJlI'TltE.” 

Ri'v. Mr. Maktin reported the arrangements which hid htcn 
mude for the Meeting of i'reiieh Brethren. 

'S 
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Rev. Dr. Massif, de.siretl to throw liiiuself upon the protection 
of the Conference, witli reference to attucks wliicli had been made 
upon liiiH in a Newspaper which he tlid not wish to name, anil 
which had published reports of tlie [iroceedings of tlie C'onference. 

Dr. Massie having stated the facts,— 

The Chaiuma.s said:—I uin inclined to think, that the best 
course to adopt towards such improper conduct is to leave it to 
itself. I am sure I speak the sentiment of every lirother present, 
when I say, that I feel our friend has done and said nothing that 
has not been in accordance with the will of the Conference, and 
that he luvs not said or done anything in the remotest degree niu 
worthy of himself, either .is a Member of this Alliance, or as a 
Christian gentleman. That being the case, I suggest to our be¬ 
loved Brother, that he should not condescend to a controi-ersy m ith 
a Newspaper, which so forgets itself as to encourage Members of 
this Conference to take reports of its proceedings, contrary to the 
Resolution which has been agreed to. 

Rev. Dr. M.issii; submitted to the kind counsel of the Chair: 
he was far from wishing to cuter into any controversy but thought 
it was desirable, if jiussible, to jioiut out the person who had 
violated the rules laid down by the Conference. 

After some brief remarks from Hev. W, Bevan, the m.itter 
dropjied. 

A. G. Ei-i.is, Esij. said he had a Rpjairt from the Finance Com¬ 
mittee. 

Rev. Dr. .Stkane thought, that the Conference was scarcely the 
Body to W'hich the Report in que-stiim should be made. At the 
same time, if the Report might be received, though it was some¬ 
what informal to present it, he rather thought it would Ih> desirable 
to have it read, as it might tend to put Brethren in possession of 
facts, by showing them u hat moneys were received, what expended, 
and what nece-ssary still to be raised. An intimation of that sort, 
he submitted, would come very projierly notr, as so many Brethren, 
from different jiarts of Great Britain, were gathered together. 

Rev. A. D. C’A.MrtiKi.i.. thouglit it might he read, though the 
Conference was not the proper Bwly to adopt it. 

Mr. £i>lis read the following Report:— 

“ Heporl to the Conference bjf the Finance Committee. 

“ The Finance Coniinittee bog leave renpectfiitly to report to the Conference m 
followi; — 

“There have been hud liefore the Committee, by the sevoral Division* of tlie 
Alliance, statements which show the rcceipu and expenditure for iocai and general 
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|iur|>OM!>, up to the (Into of the Aleetiii" of tlie Conference; aiiid tlie Conimitlee 
hint investigated these, in so far as apjaeiired necessary. 

‘•Tlie Committee lias, during the present Sittings, given orders for such jia) incuts 
ns were icipiired ; and they have now made arrangements, according to the most 
carefully-prepared estimates, for the discharge of every claim which can arise 
against the Association, up to the close of the Conference. The travelling eifpenses 
of the Clerical Members of the several Divisions will be paid by the following per¬ 
sons; those of the Liverpool Division by Ilcv. G. Osborn; those of the Dublin 
Division by Dr. Blackwood; those of the Glasgow Division by Mr. Henderson ; 
and those of the Loudon Division, together with the other expenses of the Con¬ 
ference, will be paid by the London Finance Committee. 

“ A general statement of the receipts, including certain sums still to be received, 
and of the ascertaiiicd and estimated expenditure, is now laid before the Con¬ 
ference. 

“ The t'ommittce feels gratified in expressing a hope, that, when the amount 
agreed to be raiscil shall be realized, it will he found sufficient to discharge all pre¬ 
sent and eutiteni|ilated expenses, uji to the close of the Conference, and leave a 
lialancc, though of small amount, to be p.iid to the General Treasurer. 

“ The Conmiiitee, in conclusion, beg leave to notice, that the Report prepared by 
the Select (amimittcc cuntaiiis no provision regulating the annual contribution, 
which the Divisional Committees must make to the Treasurer of the Alliance to 
meet the general expenses of the Association; and the Committee has, in conse- 
ijucnce, prepared a Resolution in reference to this matter, which, if called for, will 
be laid before the Conference. 

“(Signed) “A. ti. KLLIS, Hecretary.’’ 

Rev. \V. Hevan, and several other Members, thought it was 
desirable, that the Conference should hear the Resolution referred 
to in the last paragraph of the above Report. 

Mr. Ei.lis read it, as subjoined,— 

“ Heuntation in regard to I'inanee, prepared by the Finance Committee for the 
eoneideration of the Conference. 

“ That, as expense to a very considerable amount must hereafter be incurred by 
the (r’cneni/Commil/ee of the Alliance, or Agyregate Krecutire Committee, 
in Salaries to the Secretary and Clerks, in Office rent, in printing, in corre¬ 
spondence, ill defraying the cxiienses of Foreign Visiters, when their presence 
here may be considered advisable; it is resolved, that, by way of experiment 
fur the present year, one fourth, at lea.st, of the sums ctdlected from the Meni- 
t>crs, in the several Divisions in the Britisli Branch, shall be appropriatcil for 
this purpose, and be remitted regularly to the Treasurer of the .Alliance.” 

Tuomas Farmku, Esq. said, that, if the engagements entered 
into by the several Divisions were fulfilled, the Finance Committee, 
after making allowance for all the expenses that were likely to be 
incurred, entertained the hoiie, that there would lie a trifling 
balance left. The whole sum had nut yet been realised: but they 
hoped it soon would be. 

T 2 
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The Chairman wished to understand his friend.—Liverjxsd Inul 
paid up; Scotland, the same; London was deficient some iJIWKt or 
iE400; and the Irish Division had not yet paid, hut had made 
arrangements for that purpose. Tliat was the present state of 
pecuniary affairs. 

W. A. Hankbv, Estj. presented the following Recommendation: 

“ The London Divisional Comniitlec of the Evangelical Alliance, having between 
.£3()0 and XIOO still to raise, in order to nmkc up the sum of A'23(t0 (t»iiig 
their quota of the expense ntteiuling the fonnation of the Alliance,) beg to 
moke known this important fact to their friends in the London Division 
(which includes the Metropolis and the southern Counties of Engl.ind,) who 
liave not yet contribute*!; in the earnest exj cclalion, tliat the I'ominitUe will 
be enabled to fulfil their engiigeincnt laforc the f.mfeience breaks uj>. Con¬ 
tributions I'll tin's Ijehalf will Ik; rcciived either by Tlmni is I'iirtiicr, Es'i , 
William ILiniilton, Eo;., or W. A. Iliiiikey, E.'ii." 

Rev. J. H. SiF.w.tHT tlieii hnuight tip the Report of the .S|iei'ial 
C'uinmittoc apjutinted yesterday iifteriiooii, on Ihiragriijih 1\’., and 
moved its adoption. It was, he said, cause for general tli.uiksgiving 
to the Lord, that the Rci>ort was uiianiinonsly agreed to hy the 
Select Committee, after several lu>urs' delil'eration. It was as 
follows:— 

‘•Tli.at, in siilacrvieiicy to the s.linc great object, tbe Alliaiicc will endeaveiir to 
exert a benelicia! intiucucc on tlic .ailv.vneement of Evangeliiul Prutcsbintisin, ami 
on the counteraction of Infidelity, of Koinanisin, .nml of such otiicr fornis ol 
Superstition, Error, ami Profanciicss as are most pn minenlly opposetl to it, 
especially the Jc.*ecnition of the h.ird's day ; it being undersloMl, that the dif¬ 
ferent liraiiches of the -Viliance Iw left to adopt sii;h meth.«lH of proscculiiig 
the-c great ends, as ni.iy to them appc.vr most in accordanci' with their levpective 
circumstances; all, at the same time, pursuing them in the spirit of sincere ami 
tender affection towards those who are the unhappy victims of error in all its 
Tarietics. 

“In promoting ihtse, and similar objects, tlic Alii.incc contemplates chiefly the 
stimulating of Christlins to such efforts as the cxigcncic'S of the case may demand, 
by publishing its views in regard U> them, rather than actoDiplishing these views by 
any general organisation of iu own." 

Rev, E. BiCKRRtiTETH, ill rising to second the tidopthiii of the 
Report, twid,—It df>es not require that much slmnld Iw said n]Hin 
the subject. In the Committee, the Kngli.sh BrelI.ren, such us 
.Mr. Tidman; our Brethren from the Continent, such ns IR. 
Monod; and our Brethren from America, like Dr. Cox; nil freely 
and fully oiicned out their views upon the question. Tbia dittcus- 
sion was carried on for two or three hours, during which Dr, Ward- 
law sat ill a corner, listening to all that was said, with that dee.i 
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silgucity for whicli lie is remarkable, and that ealmuess of sjiirit fur 
wliicli he is equally distinguished; and, having made minutes, he at 
length brought before us, in substance, the first part of our Resolu¬ 
tion,—which, as we all felt, more completely met all our views than 
anything which had been previously uttered; and the frankness of 
different Brethren, and the spirit of love in \#hich my dear Brother 
Binney received views which differed from his own, very much de¬ 
lighted my own mind. 

I ought perhaps to state, in conserpience of a ^Motion of Amend, 
ment which is coming forward, that the last clause of the first para¬ 
graph was rather adopted at the conclusion of the whole, u ithout 
that full and CNtcnded consideration which the other parts received. 
I do not see, myself, any objection to the alteration which has been 
proposed. In some respects, I think it is an improvement; because 
I do not want to give the title of “ unhappy victims ’’ to those who 
may differ from us. I have conversed with my friend Dr. Bunting 
and others in the Committee; and they do not see any objection to 
the alteration. It is not very regular to bring the Amendment into 
the Original Jlotion; but perhaps, under all the circumstances I 
have mentioned, we may more comidetely and rapidly come to a 
conclusion bv mv mentioning the words. 

The CTiaiiiman.—O ur friend is nut deputed oflicially, but siiuplv, 
in his private capacity, proposes the adoption of the Report, with a 
verbal Amendment,—thereby saving us some trouble, and the loss 
of vahiable time. 

Mr. BiCKKnsTKTii.—The alteration can hardly be called a formal 
Amendment. I do not know, that any Member of the Committee 
will object to it. It is— 

“ That instead of the words, ‘ towards the uiilmppy victims of error in nil its 
varieties,’ there be inserted the following, ‘ totrards those who are subject to 
the unhappy influence of the evils which the Alliance may endeavour to 
counteract.’ ” 

Rev. Dr. Bu.vtino cordially approved of the Amendment pro¬ 
posed ; he hardly wished it, however, to appear as such. He was 
sure it was iu accordance with the views entertained hy all. 

Rev. R. Eckktt seconded Mr. Bickersteth’s Amendment. 

Rev. ,J. II. Stewart agreed to the alteration. 

Rev. Dr. Beaij.mont proposed—■ 

“That the sentence should close with the word ‘compassion,’ tearing out those 
that followed, ‘towards the unhappy victims of error in all its varieties.’” 

This is what thmisaiuls would deny, and hy describing them in that 
manner, the (’onferenee would lose all power over them. 
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Rev. W. W. Eaviiank secomleil J)r. Renumoiit's Proposition.— 
Our great object is to convert men ; and to convince them tluit we 
are seeking their real good. But this is not to be cfFectod by apply¬ 
ing to them such expressions a.s “the unhappy victims of error/’ 
which they u’ould consider ns “ calling them names.” I would 
propose the addition of the word “ love ” to “ compassion.” Would 
Dr. Beaumont agree to this alteration of his Amendment ? 

Rev. Dr. Bkai'mon’t checrfidly consented; and suggested that 
the word “sincere ” should be omitted. 

Rev. Dr. Bitntino, while he believed Jlr. Kwbank’s alteration 
was a real improvement, did not concur in the statements made in 
its su]>port. He thought, that people should be kindly and atfec- 
tionately told they were in error. He did not see how they were 
otherwise to Iks convinced that they were in the wrong. He objected 
to the speeches made in support of the Ainendmcnt lieiiig considered 
as expressing the sense of the Conference. 

The CiiAiHMAN put the Amendment,— 

“That the concluding clause of the first paragrijih stand in the following terms,— 
‘pursuing them in the spirit of tender compassion and love.’" 

Carried. 

Rev. Dr. Hobv moverl— 

“ That the words ‘especially the dcsecnition of the I.nrd’.H day ’ ho omitted." 

The Motion, not being seconded, dropped, as a matter of course. 
The Motion, a.s amended, wiis read.— 

“ That, in subserviency to the same great ohjeef, the .Mlinnto will endeavour to 
exert a beneficial influence on the advancement of Uvangelical rmteslantism, 
and on the counteraction of Infidelity, of Itomaiiism, and of such other fnrnvs 
of Superstition, Error, and I’rofiincnes* as are most prominently opposed to i*, 
especially the desecration of the Lord’s day ; it being undorsinorl, that the 
different Branches of the .Allianco Im) left to adopt sioh nicihmis of prose¬ 
cuting these great ends, as may to them appear most in necordanec with their 
respective circumstances,—all at the same time pursuing them in the spirit of 
tender compassion and love. 

‘ In promoting these and similar objects, the Allinnec Contemplates chiefly the 
stimulating of Christians to such efforts as the exigencies of the case may 
demand, by publishing its views in regard to them, rather than accom¬ 
plishing these views hy nny general orgnnization of its own." 

And in this form it was carried. 

Rev. R. Etkbtt proposed a verbal Amendment in the Resolution 
just passed,—which, in consequence of a remark from the Chairman, 
was dropped. 
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Rev. Dr. Stjcank read the order for the next hu.sinejs. 

Rev. Dr. F. A. Cox, of Hackney, moved,— 

“ That a Pcrioilical I’uhlication be iasiiwl, under the sanction of the Alliance, 
whether <)uartcrh', annually, or occasionally, to he hereafter determined ; 
the object of which shall be to bring into a condensed form the general pro- 
eeedings of the different Uranches of this Confederation, and, by being the 
depository of important letters obtained from every part of the World, to 
exhibit, as far as practicable, from time to time, the state of Iteligion 
throughout its extent. And further, that a Committee of lire be appointed, 
to make all the reipiisite arrangements for carrying out this design, and 
superintending such publication.” 

Dr. Cox bt'jijjcd it to be observed, tliiit no iiientioii tvas made of 
an imwediair Periodical; the ({iicsiiun whm it should be published 
was left perfectly open. The idea entertained respecting such a 
Periodical was, that it would he the means of rendering permanent 
many vitlnidtle documents, tind much interesting corresjwndence, 
which otherwi.se tvould be fugitive : and would afford tin opportunity of 
recording the proceedings of different localities.—showing, from time 
to time, what was going forward in connexion with the Evangelical 
Alliance ; and of recording the visits of deputations to different 
parts of this and other Countries. Such deputations, on their 
return, might give Reports to a particular Committee: but, if these 
were not embodied in a permanent fimn, they u'ould be overlooked 
—would soon disappear, and no impression would be produced upon 
the general Body. Sometimes, too, in the interchange of Alinutes 
between different parts of the Association, important statements 
might be made, which it would be desirable to preserve, and to make 
use of in a more jmblic manner, through the medium of a 
Periodical of that doscrijition. 

He was anxious m>t to enlartje ; but he would briefly assign 
three reasons why lie thought it exceedingly desirable, that corre¬ 
spondence of an extensive kind should be opened with all parts of 
the World, and preserved in the way stated. First, he thought it 
would tend to maintain the interest already excited in the Evan¬ 
gelical Alliance in all their minds, during the intervals of the great 
Septennial or Triennial gatherings, as might hereafter be deter¬ 
mined. Instead of allowing these feelings to .subside, and the 
Members to remain in ignorance of wbat was done, or in course of 
doing, it was exceedingly important, that a correspondence should 
be maintained with every part of the World ; and the information 
thus acquired, when condensed, communicated through the medium 
of some Periodical. 

His second reason was, that such a Periodical might give a dis. 
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tiuct view, as far as jxissiblo, of llio state of Religion in ditferent 
Countries. Great ignorance prevailed on tins subject. All the 
knowledge they possessed was derived from scraps and friignrents of 
information, which from time to time appeared in various religious 
publications: but there was no general and cond)ined view of the 
state .of Religion in ditferent parts of the World. .Such a Periodical, 
however, might be the deposit of authentic information, selected 
from the letters of well-known individuals; and thus they would 
be enabled to take a survey of the general state of Religion in 
Europe, America, and various- other parts, with which corre¬ 
spondence was held. 

His third reason was, that it would have a tendency to correct the 
misrepresentations made by so many of their opponents, who said 
they were ‘-'doing nothing,” by showing that they were doing very 
great things, by their ascertaining and conmninicatiiig pul)Iicly the 
real state of Religion in every part of tlie globe. These were the 
general grounds on which he proposed the Resolntinii. He wished 
to recur to what he first said; that the lime for issuing such a 
Periodical was understood to he a matter for future consideration. 
His idea, at first, w.as not that of a rcnular Periodical, piddished 
quarterly, much less monthly, nor even annually ; but occasionally, 
—somewhat similar, perhaps, to what one large Society published in 
three years, called “ Periodical .Accounts.” Such a publication, he 
believed, would he of great benefit to the interests of the .Alliance. 

Rev. AV'. W. Ewbank seconded the Resolution. He was fully 
aware of the difficulty which would he experienced in carrying it 
out; but he also felt the desirableness of having such a Periodical. 
Five persons, selected by the Conference, would, he thought, be 
competent to the task. 

Rev. Dr. S. H. Cox had listened with great interest to the pro¬ 
posal, yet he was not in favour of it. He had three, and many 
more reasons against the proposal. While an organ was un¬ 
doubtedly to be desired, he was convinced that an GBcumenical 
Alliance ought not to be the immediate parent of it, but that it 
might to he left to the Branches. If they met quinquennially, or 
trieqnially, or septennially, it would be better for them, ad interim, 
to have no organization at all. Each Branch might have its own 
organ, and could correspond with every other Branch,—each Branch 
Iwing responsible to its own locality. .So that, if any mistake were 
made, either on the American or the British side of the water, the 
whole Alliance would not be responsible for it. He hoped the press 
would lie used in the cause of Religion and Christian Union at such 
a rate ns would not give the devil so much opportunity of using it: 
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bill III' decidedly thought, that the Alliance itself should not be 
(M)mmitted to any editor or organ in the AVorld. 

Rev. A. S. TiiKr.wAH, felt strongly, that the responsibility of 
conducting a Periodical for the whole Alliance, scattered over 
various parts of the World, was far too heavy to rest upon any five 
individuals who could possibly be named. He was convinced, that 
the different portions of the Alliance would much more efficiently 
collect and diffuse information, through various organs, in their 
respective localities, than could possibly be done by the attempt to 
concentrate tlic whole into one Periodical. 

Rev. Dr. IMassjb called attention to the fact, tliat this matter 
bad been deliberately discussed for nine montlis. It had been one 
of the first questions under consideration in the Select Committee; 
and, after a calm and careful consideration, they found their diffi¬ 
culties to be so great as to lead them to omit the proposition for a 
Periodical; but they had drawn up a proposition, that “Reports and 
Minutes, and other documents in promotion of the above objects, be 
piiblished by the Alliance at the time of its Meetings; and that 
.similar documents may be issued, from time to time, by its various 
Branches, on their own responsibility.” This was in accordance 
with the suggestion of Dr. Cox, of America, that the Alliance 
.should not become a publisher for all the World, and commit itself 
to every mistake which might be made by those acting under its 
authority. 

Rev. Dr. Young, of Whitby, said, it was of great importance to 
have an organ of some description, that the Continental and 
American Brethren might have accurate information. He thought 
it of high importance, that such an organ should be issued from 
London, as the centre of the movement, in order toconvey information 
of the progress of this grand Institution to all parts of the Country, 
and to different portions of the Church of Christ. They were not 
to judge of the size of the Alliance by the number of those who 
w’ere now present. Slany had virtually joined, prior to the formation 
of the Alliance; and vast numbers were ready to join it, when they 
heard of the happy issue of the present Meetings. He appeared 
not merely ns an individual— 

The Chairman requested the speaker to confine himself to the 
subject, of whether a Periodical should be issued by the Alliance. 

[Dr. Young, suffering under deafness, was unaware of what the 
Chairman said; and, attempting to resume the thread of his former 
discourse, was received with loud cries of “ order,” and “ chair.” 
Misapprehending the true cause of the interruption, the speaker, with 
wounded feelings, immediately resumed his seat, and we are given 
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li> understand, sliortly afterwards retired from tlie Itleeling. When 
the facts of the cuse Iwcauie known, universal rcffret was felt, that, 
from a mutual iv.isundorstunding, so unplesisnnt a circumstance 
should have occurre<l.] 

Rev. J. ConnKAUX agreed with Dr. Cox, from America. It 
apjieared to him, that the Motion now before the Chair was ren¬ 
dered unnecessary by the one they had ju.st ]mssed. In that, it 
was stated, that the ditferent Branches of the Alliance were left to 
adopt such methods of prosecuting the great ends for which the 
Alliance has been formed, as might appear to them most in ac¬ 
cordance with their respective circumstances: and therefore, if it 
were thought useful and desirable, each Branch could issue a 
Periodical of its own. 

The Motion was then put, and negatived. 

Rev. John Scott moved the adoption of the following Resolu¬ 
tion, as Paragraph under “ Objects.” 

“ That Roport.i, Minutes, .nnil other Dncunients in |>roriintion of tlie nl>nvo olijects, 
V [mblisheil b> the Allmnc ■ at the time of its Meetings ; imtl that similnr 
DiKuments may be issued from time to time, to its various llraiiehes, on their 
onn responsibility." 

Mr. Scott said,—The Resolution, Sir Culling, which I have the 
honour to submit to the Confenmee, respects tlie use of the Press 
in promoting the objects of this Alliance : and 1 trust a very free 
use will be made of that means i.f making our objects known, and 
of conciliating the general regard of Christians to the principles 
upon which we are proceeding. We have lighted our lam|), and we 
are not willing to put it under a bushel, or allow it to die out; hut 
will try, I trust, hy every possible means, to make it shine before 
all the World. I think, the position assnujpd in the Resolution is 
precisely that in which the .Mliance should he placed. If any of 
the Branches think, that a Periodical will render service to the cause, 
then it is competent for them to issue such a Periodical, and to 
puhlish other documents, in whatever form may seem to tlieir 
wisdom most advisable. And I trust we shall have a succession of 
documents—not merely statistical information, and such ns may 
give us an .iccoiint of what is pa.ssing among the different Branches 
of this Alliance in various parts <if the World, hut nppeids to all 
classes of the Christi.Tti World, that shall commend our cause to 
intelligent, thoughtful minds; and which can be carried into the 
stuSies of those who are not likely to attend otir Public Meetings. 
There are Brethren, Members of this Alliance, who arc possessed of 
great intellectual power, and who are ns eloquent and convincing 
when they use the pen as when they nse the longue: and I trust 
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these will be willing to lay some contribution upon the altar of this 
Alliance, that so they may serve Christ, by commending our great 
cause to the consideration of those who are calmly and seriously 
thinking upon the matter. 

('aptain Trotteu. —I have very groat pleasure in seconding this 
Ilesolution. I believe tlio reports referred to will be exceedingly 
valuable,—not only as reminding us of what has taken place at 
these .Meetings, Init also as exercising a powerful effect upon our 
own minds, as well as upon those of others. The recording of 
wliat has taken place at such ^Meetings as we have been 
privileged to attend, will show,—not only the power of our God, and 
of Ifis Spirit; in bringing us to so many harmonious conclusions ; 
but I trust it will have also an humbling effect,—reminding us of the 
many difliculties which have arisen from time to time among ns, 
and showing us the weakness of our flesh. 1 feel, that what we 
have passed through, during the last few days, will be a lesson to us 
all ; that we .shall deejdy meditate upon it, and prayerfully think 
over the circumstances in which we have been placed; and that, by 
God’s grace, we shall all he enabled to look over the Records and 
Minutes, and greatly profit by them. I have great ])leasure in 
seconding the adoption of this Resolution, because I believe it will 
be of real value to the cau-se we h.tve at heart. 

Rev. Dr. Bcntinu would just state, for the information of the 
Conference, that it was intended, that the Alliance, during its 
Meetings, should be the sole judge of what was published, as of 
and from it: but that different Branches, on the other hand, should 
judge for themselves, what would best serve the cause, in their 
respective localities. lie cordially approved of the distinction thus 
made ; for he could easily conceive of many things, which it would 
be desirable and useful to publish in America, but whicb it would 
not be consistent with the doctrine of Christian expediency to 
publish in England ; and viev rerxd. .\gain, the Resolution now before 
the Chair, would not hinder the American Branch of the Alliance 
from re-publishing anything good, and likely to be useful, which 
had been before published in England; and here also vice versd. 
The various Branches could hold intercourse with each other, and 
could mutually re-publi$h what they might think would tend to 
promote the common objects of the Alliance. 

Rev. 8. A. VVai.ker moved, that the words, “in promotion of 
the above objects,” be omitted from the place where they now stood, 
and be inserted after the word “ documents,” causing the paragraph 
to read,— 
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'• That KepoHs, Miimtc-s and other Uociimentx be puhlished hv the Alliance at 
the time of its Mcctin^a ; and that similar Documents, in promotion of tho 
above objects, mav be issued from time to time, by its various itranches, on 
their own responsibility.” 

He thought the alteration in the colliH'ation wottld be a matter of 
convenience, and would express more accurately the dilference 
between the Documctits issued by tlie Alliance “ at the time of its 
Meetings,” and those issued by its Branches. The .\lliaiice, in its 
aggregate capacity .would publish stich Drrcuments as were incidental 
to its Meetings; while^ the Branches would publish Documents, 
which would liave for their express design, the promotion of the 
views propounded in tlie forme;' part of the “ Objects." 

Rev. OwKN Clakke seconded the Motion. 

The Amendment was put, and negatived. 

Rev. J. N. Goui.ty moved, that, after the words, “ at the time of 
its greetings,” there should be added. “ or, by its order, afterwards.” 

The Mover and Secomlerof the Re.solntion agreed to incorporate 
the proposed alteration into the Original Motion, which was then 
carried in the following form :— 

‘•That Reports, Miinilca, aiul other Di>cumentJ, in promotion of the alMoe (ilijecta, 
be publisheil l>y the .\lliaiiee at the tiuie of it.s Meetings, or, by its order, 
afterwards ; and that similar Documents may Iw is.sucd from lime to lime, liy 
its various Branches, on their own responsibility." 

Rev, Dr. Robson moved, that the following word.s stand as 
Paragraph under *' Objects:”— 

“That the Alliance recommend, that the first week of October in each vear, 
be observed by the people of God throughout the World, as a season for 
concert in Prayer on behalf of the General Objects contemplated by the 
.Alliance.” 

The object, he said, which was contemplated by this Resulutiuii, 
was of great importance. The movement had originated in prayer, 
and must be 8ust.nined by prayer. He did not kntrw, that there 
ever had been before assembled, since the first days of the Christian 
Church, an a.ssembly from which such a recommendation ns this, for 
a general concert of prayer over the whole M’orld, could go forth 
with so great weight of infitiencc. He was extremely desirous 
that the Conference should adopt such a Resolution,—though he was 
not able to say «hetlier it occupied the best position in which it 
couid l»e placed. The Sabbath before he left home, he in¬ 
vited his people to spend an hour in prayer, that Go<l would 
guide the deliberations of the Confereiice to an issue which would 
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glorify Him, and yrcivc u blming to tin- (Jliurcli., lie expected, 
that some one or two hundred would attend; hut there were not 
less than one thousand in his place of worship that night—all 
deeply affected,—some even to tears; and lie was sure, that, if 
they had the idea that Christians throughout the World were 
engaged in similar exercises with themselves at a certain period, a 
most deliglitful feeling would be produced, and it would teud to 
forward the great object which they contemplated. 

llev. K. Bk'KKHStkth seconded the Hesolution, believing it 
vitally important to the success of the whole worh. Its substance, 
in unother futm, was contained in a Resolution at the bottom of the 
seventh page of the “Suggestions,”—in which it Wiis recommended, 
that there he “ siniultaneons weekly ])et!tii>ii at the Throne of 
(•race, in the closets and families of the Members,—and the 
forenoon of Monday is suggested as the time for that purpose." 
.Still, he thought that prayer was the vitality—the whole strength 
of their whole work; and that they could hardly have it too often 
pressed upon them. In the present Resolution, this w.as done in -a 
new and important form. 

Rev. Dr. Massik trusted the Resolution would be adopted, but 
that it woidd he classed with tliat to which Mr. Rickersteth had 
referred, where it would come i:i its ajipropriate place. He siii- 
eerely trusted his Brethren would consent to that modificatiuii. 

Rev. Dr. S. H. Co.x was much pleased with the observations of 
Dr. Robson, Mr. Bickersteth, and Dr. Mas.sie. He would suggest 
the substitution of “ January " for " October,” as it now stood in the 
Kesidution. That season was extensively observed in America 
for special prayer ; and, by making the change he had suggested, 
the necessity would be avoided of making another annual concert 
for prayer. For the reason just ste.ted, he also believed such a 
concert for prayer would he better supported in .Tanuary, than in 
October; and another reason w’as, that it would be a glorious way 
of beginning the year;—by having their hearts enlarged and lifted 
up to Heaven, in concert with all Christians,—thus taking po.ssession 
of the year in the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy- 
Ghost. 

Rev. J. H. Stewart thought, that such a wav of hegiuniiig the 
year would be the very way to bring down the fnltilnieiit of that 
gracious promise, that “ thy days sliall be as the days of heaven 
upon the earth.” The Bishop of (/he.ster once remarked, that at 
that time they could he in the best ci)!U])any throughout the 
World : and he (Mr. Stewart) believed, that then would Europe, 
Asia, Africa, and America all he oflering tip the incense of prayer 
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and praise to the blessed Saviour. How delightful was the thought 
of begiuniiig the year in this inaiiuer ! 

The Chaiksian en(|uireil, if the .Mover and Seconder wished ti> 
withdraw the Resolution, for the 2 >urpo.se of ])ro]iusiiig its insertion 
in another place. 

Rev, Dr. Robson did not wish to j)ress hi.-i Resolution at the 
present time. He thought the siihject of so much iniportanci*, 
that considerable jirominence should he given to it. He agreed 
with Dr. Cox’s suggested alteration of the •• first week of October ” 
to “the first week of January.” 

Rev. T. Binnkv, when the proj)er time arrived, wotild sugge.st, 
that the words “ jieople of (iod,” he altered to “ Members of «iur 
Body.” He thought, that one period .should he set ajiart distinctly 
fur the purpu.se mentioned in the Resolution, that it might e\- 
pres.sly he a meeting of the friends of the Alliance throughout the 
World. He did nut a{>[irove of its being pul a.s an apjtendage to a 
CJDcert which already exi.steil. 

[[The Conference consented to the w ithdrawul of Dr, Robsou’.' 
Motion, with a view to its consideration at a future time.] 

Rev. Dr. Stk.vnk, having read the order tif the day for enteriiie; 
upon the ” General Organization,” stated, th.at, for rea.soiis which 
opjieared to the Business Cominittee both weighty and eouchi.sive, 
they had committed this entire subject, containing Right l’urHgra|>hs, 
to he introduced by Rev. Dr. .Schmucker, and secondeil by Rev. 
Dr. Bunting,—instead of having a .Mover and Seconder to every 
separate Paragraph. 

The whole series of Paragraphs, under the head of Organization, 
were then read, a* follow :— 


“ I. That tlie .Alliance shall consi.sl nf tim.n- j visoris, in all |iarts of ihe WorM, 
who shall concur in the I’nnciiilcs and Ohiect.s adopted hy the Conference : it 
iieing understoofi, that siicli jicisons adhere ns Christians, in their imliridiinl 
capacity. 

“II. That the MemlaTs of the Alliance l>e recummetided to adopt such utijanis.'i. 
tion in their setcral Countries, ns, in their judgement, may la? ini.st in 
accordance with their peculiar circumstances. And that, in furtherance of the 
above jdaii, it l>c rcfomnicndcrl, for the present, that a branch be fumicd f.,r 
each of the following Districts;- 

“ I. The t'l.itcd Kingde.m of ritcat Britain and Irs lnnd, exclusive of the 
British Colonies. 

“2. The United States of Aineiic.'u 

“ .1, The Kingdom of France. 

“4. Ti>e North of <ieriiiany. 

“ !>. The South id Germany an 1 German Swit/erhmd. 
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'• Ami t1 liltaiUUtioiml Biam'lies l>c, fn.rn timelii liini*. uci>.iii»-d as »ut)i, by 
tiic comutrencc iif ttiiy twu jirevioiisiv-existin;; llrimcliir. 

“111. Tlial uii iiHiciiil corrttspoiidi-nct; bu maiiilaiiiLsl bclwi fii ll.u stvcral 'irtjmd/.-d 
Itraiulms, and that Annual Ufi«irts of tlicir |iroc(.'eding» bu tnulna!!;. int.-i- 
changcd, with a view to co-oiieration and cncourugtinent in tin-ir common 
cntori>ri/.e. 

” IV. That any Menilicr of the Alliance, on his removal to another Country, shall 
be entitled to the privileges of Membership, in connexion with that lltain h of 
the Alliance existing near his new resi.'enec. 

“ V. That the Alliance shall meet in Conference every seventh yiaxr, an 1 oftener. 
if ileenieil neccssiiry, at the call of two Ilranches, one on each side of t’.i - 
Atlantic. The time and jdace of the regular Septennial Meeting to h.i 
authorized by the previous Conference, and, in ease of .‘special Meetings, by 
nuitiial consultation. The first Meeting to he held (i>. v.) at 
in the year 

“ VI. That the .Septennial Conference shall consist of all -Members of the .Alliance, 
specially appointed by the respective liranches iiml their Auxilhiries. 

“ Vll.'/i'hal each Conference sl.iill elect its own (Ifi'ccrs, ininiely, it l*re.sident, Vicc- 
I’resitlents, Secretaries, Tnasnrer, and f'onimittc.s ; and may form such 
In-laws as it shall deem proper ; which shall n; t, however, be landing on any 
sahsci I uont ('onfcrencc. 

“VIII. That no .alteration sliall he made in the constitulion of tlie .Alliance at 
the time wlicn such alteration is projnsi d; nor until, at a suhscriuent 
Confereiiee, it shall be ticicrminet! In a maiority of threc-fouiths of the 
Memliers present." 

Kcv. Dr. St u.nfCKEH, of tlic LiuIiiTau Collejre, Geifysburoli, 
Pennsylvania.—In rising to jrropose the adoption of this Resolution, 
allow me, tMr. Chairman and re.siieeteil Brethren, to congratulate 
you upon the fact, that tve have now arrived at the last prominent 
item of business before us. This item, altliough it comes after 
other business, which has already been transacted, was in reality 
adopted at an earlier period by the Aggregate Commillee; and, 
after being deliberately discussed, received its final sanction. It is, 
therefore, Imped, that it may meet the general ap|irobation of those 
who are to act upon it. 

There are two ideas which I would respectfully submit. The 
first is, that, in forming the constitution for the Parent Society, 
should be aimed at. “ The field is the World," said 
the Saviour Himself; and we have no right to limit onr efforts 
and aims, in the advancement of Ilis Kingdom, to any narrower 
bounds. It is but a few months, comparatively, since the idea of 
this Conference was first agitated by a few of the nobler spirits in 
your own Country. Reference has already been made to American 
Brethren who are particularly disposed to sympathize with us ; 
allow me to mention the name of Rev. Dr. Bacon, of New Haven, 
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one of the noblest spirits of the American Churcli, as having largely 
participated in the anxiety and interest felt in this subject: but I 
say, although but a few months have passeil since the question was 
first agitated, what do we now find.!* We find here a Convention 
containing representatives from the half of the globe—from America, 
and various parts of the Continent of Europe, as well as from Great 
Britain and Ireland. Our principle should be comjtrehensive, 
capable of embracing the World ; luid to this end our elForts also 
should be directed. 

My second idea is this, that safely as well as universality should 
be aimed at. History teaches us, that in all institutions, Eccle¬ 
siastical ns well as political, there is a tendency to accumulation 
and concentration of |Miwer ; and, therefore, the rights of indi¬ 
viduals and minor Bmlies ought to 1k‘ secured, as far as pfissible, 
against the .aggressions of those which are more central and powerful. 
For this reason we suppose, that such a General Organization ought 
to \M>ssess strength enough to keep together the several Branches, 
and to provide for the holding of triennial,quiiKpieimlal, or septennial 
Meetings ; but to possess no intermediate control over the Branches. 
In accordance with this view of the subject, it is proposed by this 
Constitution, that the management of each Branch should be inde¬ 
pendent of the Parent Society ; and that, in the interim of the 
assembling of the Conferences, there should be no permanent 
depository of power ; no Body, around which it would be possible 
for power to concentrate or accumulate. If in the progress of 
events it is found, that there is any feature of the C'onstitutii/u 
which may be improved, no doubt we shall all be disptsed to adopt 
such improvement,—until, gradually, under (iotl’s Providence, >ve 
make out of this great .Mliance i>reclsely what it ought to be, and 
what the blessed .Saviour Himself would wish us to make it. 

The CiiAiH.MAN said, that, before tbe Resolution wa.s seconded, 
he would a.sk Dr. Schmucker, how he filled up the blanks—“The 
first Meeting to be held (n.v.) at———? ’’ 

Dr. St'iiML'CKKB.—New York. 

The Chairman. —“ In the year-” 

Dr. Hchmucker.—I n three years' time—that is 104U. 

Rev. Dr. Bcxtino.—T he great principle in which this proposi¬ 
tion dilFers from auy formerly submitted by the Aggregate Com¬ 
mittee, or by the Select Committee, is, in making thi.s Alliance, 
what my friend. Dr. Cjin, called “fKcumenical:" not that there 
should Ih* merely a British Alliance, connected, os we hoped, witli 
sister Alliances in different parts of the World ; but that there 
should be constituted One Alliance, And it seems lief ter, I now 
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humbly think, to have Branches in different parts of the World, than 
merely to have affiliations to the British Alliance. This change 
has been the effect of the conference, which the Members of the 
Select Committee had with the American Brethren in the Aggregate 
Committee. No one can feel more grateful than I do, for any 
additional bond of Christian Union, which tends to unite that 
important part of the World more closely with our own. 

And I fully agree in the probability,—that, by the blessing of God 
(on which, after all, we must entirely depend for the realization of 
all benefits), the preservation of peace between both countries will 
be greatly promoted by the organization in question. I believe, we 
have been providentially led to the adoption of the suggested altera¬ 
tion of the project which had been previously entertained. I do not 
know any particular part of this series of Resolutions which requires 
further remarks. 1 jierceive a very important one refers to the 
Membership tUf this General Alliance ; not to the Membership of the 
British or American Branch of the General Alliance,—but to the 
Membership of the Alliance generally. As far as I am able to 
consider that subject,—after hearing, with great anxiety, what 
different Brethren thought upon it,—I have come decidedly to the 
conclusion—as far as 1 have any right to decide on anything—that 
the Members should consist of those, in any’ and all parts of the 
World, “ who shall concur in the Principles ond Objects adopted 
by the Conference," and llinl, '• in their individual capacity." 

In an Alliance, which is to comj)rehend the World, I think it 
would he injudicious to go farther, in defining and limiting the 
terms of Membership, than the Principles and Objects which have 
already been agreed upon. Therefore, so far as I see, I heartily 
approve of these Resolutions; and I hope that God will give His 
blessing to this attempt to unite Christians of all parts of the World 
in the bond of our Association. 

The Chairman asked Dr. Bunting, whether he agreed in the 
filling up of the blanks, as suggested by Dr. Schmucker } 

Rev. Dr. Bunting replied, that the time of holding the next 
Conference was to him pcrsonallif a thing of no consequence,—as he 
had no hope of seeing the year 1R49, much less a later year. But he 
agreed in the proposition, to hold it three years hence. As to the 
place—New York, he thought, had a claim upon them. He was 
going to say, they were infinitely indebted to their American 
Brethren, who had made so many sacrifices to visit them ; and who 
had been made, by the blessing of God, so useful in carrying on the 
business of the Conference. 

The Chairman. —The whole paragraph having now been moved 
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and seconded, I will take the clatises fterialim ,—with the consent of 
the Conference. 

To this the Conference assented. 

Rev. Dr. Stean’e then read the Fir»t Clauie, upon which, he 
stated, there were three Ainendnients. The Clause was as follows,— 

“I. That the Alliance sliall consist of those persons, in all parts of the WorlJ, 
who shall concur in the Principles and Objects adopted by the Conference; 
it being understood, that such Members adhere as Christians, in their indi¬ 
vidual capacity." 

The First Amendment, by R. A. Macfie, Esq., wtts read; hut, 
as he was absent, it dropped. 

The Second Amendment, .submitted by the Rev. J. IIowaui) 
Hintos, was tlien read— 

“ That in the First Claiist', after the words ‘ those persons,’ the words ‘ not being 
Slaveholders,’ be inserted." 

Rev. J. Angell Jaaif.s suggested, that the discussion should be 
carried on without any audible marks of disapprobation or the con¬ 
trary. The question was sufficiently stimulating to render these tpiite 
unnecessary. Tliey might, jrerhajrs, Ijc spared witli advantage, on 
all occasions ;—more especially on this. The Members of the Con¬ 
ference would be ablp to do everytlting more calmly and quietly, if 
they beard in silence. 

Tlie Clause wa.s read, together with tlie Amendment. 

Rev. J. II. Hinton.—.S ir Culling and beloved friends, I am 
quite aware of the gravity of the task I have undertaken. I trust 
God will give me grace to refrain from uttering any im¬ 
proper and unsuitable sentiment or word ; and I trust also, that 
you will uphold me by your sympathy and jirayera. It is with the 
sincerest regret that I find the necessity of mooting a subject so 
exciting as that of .Slavery—more than exciting,—so very mo. 
meiitous. But it is under a sense of necessity that 1 act; nor can I, 
indeed, help myself. I cannot be considered responsible for the 
introduction of this question. This necessity arises out of the 
plan of Organization now submitted to the Conference. In the 
first Instance,it was intended to have independent, or sister Alliances; 
in which case, this question would not now, at all events, have arisen. 
But since the plan has lieen introduced—and introduced. I am told, 
by our American Brethren themselves—of a General Organization 
—comprehending all parts of the World ; and as the bringing of all 
the MemViers into a close connection witii one another, is involved 
in the very formation of an Alliance, the question naturally—neoes. 
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sarily—springs np ; and, if any parties are responsible for its intro, 
duction here, it is those who, at this late hour, have introduced this 
general plan of Organization, which has not long been before our 
minds. For my own part, on my return from Switzerland, just on 
the eve of the Conference, I found, that it presented the whole 
matter in a new aspect. I foresaw at once, that the question must 
spring up; and gravely has my mind been affected by it ever 
since. 

Now it will be seen, I think, at a glance, that the question 
respecting Slaveholding does arise out of the Organization proposed; 
since, as, in any part of the World, an adhesion to the general 
Principles and Objects of the Alliance qualifies for Membership, it 
admits of no doubt, that some Members in the United .States 
Branch will be .Slave-holders. I am entitled, I suppose, to affirm 
this, by what has been very fairly said by our American Brethren, 
and by the fact, evident enough, that some of the American Brethren 
here are pastors of Slave-holding Churches,—that is, of Churches ad¬ 
mitting Slaveholders. There is one Minister at least. So that it is not 
a thing to be doubted, that, according to this General Organization, 
there will be Slave-holders, Members of the Alliance. Now, Sir, 
the degree of association and connexion, into which all Members of 
the Alliance will be soon brought, is such, that, for my part, (and 
many others agree with me)—as I cannot assent to the recognition 
of the Christian character and standing of Slaveholders,—so I 
cannot, in my conscience, give to them the privilege of Membership. 

I urge against this recognition, in the first instance, the attitude 
of the whole affair,—so far as the printed documents were concerned, 
relating to the formation of this Conference. 

At the Aggregate Meeting held at Birmingham, the question was 
taken up and discussed; and a Resolution was come to, that no 
Slaveholders should be invited to the Conference. That Resolution 
was acted upon by the London Provisional Committee : and printed 
circulars, stating this fact clearly, met our American Brethren at 
every point. Now, on the same ground, on which the determination 
was come to, that Slaveholders should not be admitted to the Con¬ 
ference, the parties to the Resolution are surely called upon to 
maintain, that Slaveholders should not be admitted to the Alliance 
How can they, who excluded Slaveholders from the Conference, be 
guilty of the inconsistency of admitting them to the Alliance ? 
Which is the more important Body ? The Conference is a mere 
meeting for deliberation ; the Alliance is the Body formed as the 
result of that deliberation. I will submit to this Conference, that 
the Aggregate Committee of this Cotintrv is committed to mv 
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MoUou; aiid that,—having supported a Resolution, that Slaveholders 
should not be invited to the Conference, or admitted into it,—they 
cannot now agree to the admission of Slaveholders into this Alliance. 

In the second place, I plead the attitude of British Christians. 
A large portion of these have, individually and collectively, affirmed 
their refusal to hold Christian fellowship witli Slaveholders. At 
the Anti-Slavery Meeting iti 1840, that question was very gravely 
examined; and a beloved Brother, who has been very prominent— 
admirably prominent in the {rrcseut movement—took an active and 
prominent part in those proceedings; and bound himself, by words 
and deeds, which I am sure he can never falsify, to admit no 
Christian fellowship with .Slaveholders. A great many other 
Ministers of Churches, of various Denominations, in this Kingdom, 
cannot do it. .Sir, I speak fur hundreds and thousands who cannot 
do it; their own words anu sentiments have been recorded by solemn 
votes of the Church ; these are in their Church hooks: and they 
cannot do it. To admit Slaveholders as Members will sever this 
entire Body of Briti.sh Christians from this .\lliance. It may be 
said, perhaps, that Christian and Church feliuwshi}) is somewhat 
different from that connexion sustained by Members of the Alliance. 
But—admitting, that,in a measure, it is so—I hold that it is not cssen- 
tially so; and that none of us can, after giving .‘''aveholilers that 
amount of Christian recognition comprelie; led in being Members of 
this Alliance—none can, unless ecclesiastical and technical difficulty 
interfere, forbid them to approach the Lord’s table. What incon¬ 
sistency, to acknowledge a .Slaveiiolder as one of the (.'hristiau 
Brotherhood,—to take him cordially by the hand ns a ^lemlHtrot tiie 
Alliance, and s.ay, •'* Dear Christian Brother. I recognize you as a 
3Icmberof the .-Mliance;"—and then to say, “ You unchristian man 
—I cannot sit down with you to partake of the Lord’s Supper ’’ ! 
It cannot Ire done upon any general principles, unless there be technical 
and ecclesiastical grounds fur stopping at that point. I maintain, 
that the things are, therefore, virtually one and the same. 

Again, I plead against the admi.ssion of Slaveholders, their oavii 
attitude. 1 am nut at all concerned to say, that I do not think a 
slaveholder can be a Christian. 1 may admit the possibility, the 
hypothetical [wssibility, of a man's being a slaveholder, and, at the 
same time, a Christian; but. Sir, 1 deem slavcholding to be man- 
stealing—whether in the primary or secondary aspect of the theft— 
whether stealing itself, or the holding of stolen goods. I deem 
slaveholding to lie man-stealing s{>ecificaliy, and man-stealing ge- 
nerically; and I regard it, and class it, with all other acts of stealing. 
I regard a man-stealer, upon all moral grounds, ns I do a sheep- 
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stealer; and wlien I acknowledge a slieep-stcalcr as a Christian 
Brother, then I will acknowledge a man-stealer to be one too ; but 
never before. I have authority, and American authority too, for 
this view of slave-holding. It is a fact, that the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church of America, about fifty 3 'ear 8 ago, 
adopted a Resolution, declaring, that “ all concerned in bringing 
any of the human race into slavery, or retaining them in it, are 
men-stealers,—guilty of the highest kind of theft,—and are sinners 
of the first rank and that general principle covers a great variety 
of circumstances. I may be told, that the slaveholder is in very 
peculiar circumstances, and would get rid of his slaves, if he could ; 
that he hates Slavery, and treats his slaves very well; that there is 
nothing but the legal relation of master and slave; and that he is a 
most excellent, heavenly-minded man. All these circumstances are 
covered, in my view, by my holding him to be a nian-stealer. I 
can conceive it being .said of a sheep-stealer, that he got the sheep 
into his hands unfortunately, ana is anxious to get rid of them, 
and much more to the same purpose ■ but the very fact that he is a 
sheep-stealer, cuts off all possibility of my recognizing him as a 
Christian. If he be a sheep-stealer unfortunately, then, in the 
Name of God, and of Christianity aim of all that is reasonable, let 
him get out of his misfortune, and ttien .et him ask to be acknow¬ 
ledged as a Christian, But -while he is . • siu h a misfortune, if it 
be such—he must be content to have no i ecognition as a Christian ; 
and so I say of the slaveholder. .Believing him to be a man- 
stealer, how could I, for any consideration under heaven, recognize 
him as a Christian ? The profession .if Christianity which he 
makes is rendered nugatory by the fact of his being a nian-stealer. 
I take my stand upon that ground ; upon the negative rather than 
on the positive. 

And then. Sir, I think I can argue this matter on two grounds. 
First, I take the ground of this Alliance, which is, that it does not, 
by its very Basis, intend to comprehend all true Christians. Thus 
a selection is made; and, by certain Articles in the Basis, you do 
select just those Christians, who, it is said, will most harmoniously 
concur and act together. Let us see, Sir Culling and Christian 
Brethren, what kind of a selection is that, which, upon this prin¬ 
ciple, you are making. Here you reject from your Alliance a man, 
and not only a man, but hundreds and thousands of men, who are 
so unfortunate as not to believe in the perpetuity of water-baptism, 
(though they are some of the most admirable Christians in the 
World,) and you take to your embrace the man-stealer ! A very 
clean-handed selection! Man-stealers you will most heartily eo- 
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oprale with, and not with those good j)oople wlio liuj)jK*ii not to be 
jiersuaded of the perpetuity of water-baptism 1 Is that the sort 
of selection you are going through tlie 'World, to make among 
Christians for your Alliance ? 

But I think I can argue, on my own principle too, namely, that 
this Alliance ought to comprehend idl Chriotians. “ Why tlien shut 
tint the man-stealer; who, in individual cases, you might, upon 
examination, acknowledgi? as a Christian?” For this reason—that, 
generally speaking, the fact of man-stealing renders his profession 
of Christianity too questionable for me to acknowledge him. Be¬ 
sides which, I cannot legislate for individual cases. Where there 
is a great broad rule, individual cases and exceptions must bo 
merge<l. 

1 know I shall be told upin this matter, that we Englishmen do 
not understand it, and we ought to leave such things to be settled 
by the American Brethren themselvc.s,—who have been many years 
in the midst of it, and know all the circumstances and facts of the 
case, and also know how to act in this business, better tlian we do. 
All I am concerned to say is, that I am not now speaking u^mn a 
point upon which I am totally ignorant; I have* seen and heard 
American Brethren before to-day; I have read t)ooks ujKMi the sub¬ 
ject ; and I am not entirely ignorant alsmt it—although I may not 
understand it so well us some Brethren here. 

It is known, that our American Brethren—I speak now in the 
largest sense—consist of two classes,—Alxditionists and Anti- 
AbolitionisU. I do not now s{>eak of Mr. Lloyd Garrison and his 
jiarty. My American Brethren know very well, ther«* are other 
Abolitionists in the United States lavsides Garrison. 1 am no friend 
of Garrison, and am not implicated in any of his doings : lint I am 
the friend of the American and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, 
which contains the name's of men well known in America, and who 
are incapable of depreciation. And is it not a fact somewhat 
remarkable, that we have of the Abolitionists, 1 bcliox-e, not an 
individual here f I believe the whole of the Brethren who have 
come over from America arc—not Pro-Slavery men,—but Anti- 
Abolitionists ; those who think that the Almlition movement is 
injurious and undesirable. This class is well represented. Bat 
there are Ministers and Churches in America, and a great number 
of jhem too, who have no representatives; and who entertain views 
not very dissimilar to thoee which I have now expressed upon this 
subject. Their opinion certainly gcies for something, as well as the 
opinion of the Brethren who are with us. Now I know very well, 
that Jatnea Gilteapie Bimey wrote, " American Churchea the 
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Bulwark of Aaiericau Slavery,”—adducing facts of the most 
niclaiicholy character, to show, that the main stay—if not the only 
stay—of American Slavery is the fact, that so many godly men and 
Ministers are mixed up with it. As to the system itself, if left to 
the support of bad men, it would not stand for a single year. And 
the thing which above all others is to be deplored, in reference to 
the system of American Slavery, is, that good men will not come 
out, and let it totter and precipitate itself to its merited fall. The 
moral influence of Christians, if brought to bear against the system 
of Slavery, would greatly conduce to its early destruction. At all 
events, Sir, I do not wish to give the system of Slavery any more 
Religious countenance than it has. It has enough already—too 
much—in the United States, in my humble judgement. But is this 
Alliance going to give it more ? Are we, as an Alliance, which 
will exert a great influence on Great Britain, the Continent, and 
over a large portion of the World,—are we going to prop and bolster 
up the system of American Slavery ? Are we going to give our 
help towards the maintenance of the opinion, that American Slave¬ 
holders are a set of men with whom we can fraternize ? May God 
forbid ! If this Alliance is to support and bolster up tliat system, 
I shall regard it as one of the most unfortunate measures which was 
ever adopted in the world. 

The question will theu be asked—Will you then divide the 
Alliance ^ I shall be very loath to divide the Alliance: but, in 
point of fact, the Alliance is divided already. It is divided too, out of 
doors. I f you take the ’ American Brethren who advocate the 
admission of Slaveholders— 

Rev. T. Bhainerd rose to a point of order. He did not think 
the question was on American Slaveholders in particular. It grated 
on an American’s ear to hear America spoken of unkindly. 

Mr. Hinton resumed.—My remarks apply to all Slaveholding, 
not only in America, but in Turkey, and wherever it exists. I 
was saying, that the Alliance was divided out of doors. If j'ou take 
the Slaveholders, you will not get the whole of the American 
Brethren. You must have one part or other; for they are divided 
on this very point. Their different Ecclesiastical Bodies are 
divided; they have different Missionary Societies; and it is only, 
therefore, one part of the American professors we can have; to have 
both is an impossibility. And now, when we come to judge what 
part we shall have, I conjure you, dearly beloved Brethren, that 
you determine that question, not by asking, which principle has the 
most or the best menbut, w'hich principle is most consistent with 
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Christianity ? will do most honour to tlie Gospel, and most advance 
tha glory of Christ in the World ? 

Rev. J. V. Himks, of Boston, U. S.—I should be very sorry to 
take any step to divide, or to interrupt the prosperity of, this 
Alliance. I have kxjked ujam it with the greatest possible interest, 
as a mean of promoting true Christianity through the World: but 
a Christianity which is connected with the system of Slavery, 1 
cannot give my influence to sup|>ort, because it must necessarily be 
a corrupt Christianity. Our Brethren who are free from Slavery, 
and from its spirit and ])rinciples,—who go from the North to the 
South, are transformed by tl:e influence of Slavery, and return, in a 
short time, as corrupt as the system itself. 

No man can live in any part of the AA'orld where Slavery exists— 
be he Christian man or Minister, (if he conform to what Slavery, 
in its essential character, absolutely requires.) without being cor¬ 
rupted. I would, therefore, Sir Culling, second this Amend, 
inent, on account of the Slavehohlers—on account of our Brethren 
who go where Slavery is ; and for the jmrity of this Alliance. 1 speak 
as an American concerning three millions of my crushed Brethren, 
wliM I say, that—if Slaveholders arc udmitted into this Alliance-— 
the whole weight of the influence of this Bwly will he brought to 
bear upon them, to crush them so inucli the more. It cannot be 
otherwise. And Slaveholders, to be consistent, (and, in all respects, 
they are more consistent than our Northern Friends,) w'ill use it; 
and they will use every jrart, and parcel, and portion you may be 
pleased to give them, to sustain their system, in Church and State, 
everywhere and anywhere. I conceive I should be committing a 
very great sin against God, in giving countenance to a system, which 
Mr. Wesley called (and what he said is now as true as ever it was) 
“the vilest that ever saxv the sun." And, by admitting Slave¬ 
holders into the Alliance, we shall necessarily give our influence 
to it. If we give it negatively, they will use it: if positively, they 
will also use it. 

As 1 did not expect to make any remarks, I shall not go farther 
into the subject; but I wished. Sir Culling, that our Brother, who 
moved the Amendment, might know, that there was one Brother 
from America, who is living with the Slaves,—feeling that he is 
bound with them in their l)onds, and will feel so till their slavish 
chains are broken. Wherever I am, »vith whatever class of people 
1 am associated—Slaveholders or otherwise,—I wish to be a con¬ 
sistent man. 1 wish to fear God. I wish to live with my crushed 
and enslaved Brethren. And,—whilb they are denied a knowledge 
of the alphabet,—while they are denied marriage,—while they are 
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made beasts—and are subject to all the insults and outrages nrith 
wliich their lot is necessarily connected in the present state of 
human nature, and of the Laws of Slavery,—I must plead their 
rights; and I cannot give my hand to those who unite in crushing 
them. I do not pretend to love the slave better than my Brethren 
from America who may differ with me. But this I will say, that 
it is the so-called “ Christian ’’ Slaveholders —“ good men ”—(God 
knows whether they are such at heart)—who are the chief bulwarks 
of Slavery j for, the better the man, the more sanctity and support 
he gives to the abomination. 

The Chairman enquired, whether they ought not to acknowledge 
the goodness of God, in granting His grace, which had enabled 
Brethren to sit by, and listen in silence to the statements which 
had just been made ; although, in many instances, they had touched 
them to the core ? 

Rev. J. Angell James. —I rise for the last time in the present 
Conference ; being compelled, almost immediately, to leave Town, 
and to return to my own duties at home. I view the present 
subject with a degree of solicitude and trembling, which I should 
be unable to convey to you by any language I could use; and, 
were it not for my confidence in God, who has carried us through 
so many difficulties, I should despair of our coming to any har¬ 
monious conclusion of the discussion which has now been introduced. 
I do not rise. Sir Culling, to arrest that discussion; but I rise to 
make a suggestion, which possibly may aid us in more speedily and 
harmoniously coming to a decision. It is perfectly evident, from 
the manner in which this subject has been opened, that—if the 
question of Slavery itself is to be discussed — then our dis¬ 
cussions are interminable. Now, what I suggest is, whether we 
might not expedite that conclusion, and, perhaps, be led to it in a 
manner more satisfactory to us all, if we held a conference between 
a select number of Europeans and Americans, in order to ascer¬ 
tain their respective opinions; and thus endeavour, if possible, to 
come to such a harmonious view of the question of the Membership 
of Slaveholders, asmay prevent the necessity of our extended discus¬ 
sions, and the hazard of painful collisions ? 

This morning we had a beautiful instance of the advantage of 
pursuing this course of action. It did seem yesterday, as if we 
never could come to a decision on the Objects of the Alliance. 
A Committee was appointed to consider the subject: and that 
Committee, this morning, brought up a Resolution which has been 
unanimously adopted. Would it not be well to adopt that kind of 
proceeding in the present ease ? If the Mover and Seconder of 
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the Amendment agree to withdraw it, for the present at aii>’ rate,'— 
I will move, that there be a conference upon this subject. 

The Chairman enquired, if Mr. fliiiton were willing to with¬ 
draw his Amendment pro lent.? 

Mr. Hinton replied, that the question was so sudden, he felt at 
a loss what answer to give. Before replying, he should like to 
hear an expression of the general sense of the Conference. 

Bev. Dr. S. H. Cox, of Aniericji, did not believe the plan 
recommended by Mr. James would succeed. He did not think it 
would prevent collision. In his opinion, it would only post]>onc 
the matter in question to a less numerous Meeting; and, if a 
collision must come, he would rather it came at once. 

Rev. T. Brainebr said, that, since his ancestors left England, 
tivo centuries ago, up to this time, his kindred had never had any 
connection with Slavery. It had been his privilege, during the last 
few months, to travel in Ireland, Scotland, and England ; and the 
impression was deep on hi.s mind, that there existed a misappre¬ 
hension among British (Uirislians, as Ui the jiositiuii of Americans 
in relation to Slavery. Many of them, and himself among the 
number, would yield to none in sympathy for tlie Slave. The 
question was now brought fairly before the Conference,—a Con¬ 
ference uniting all the forms of Protestant Christianity, and designed 
to comprehend in its limits all who loved the Lord Jesus Christ ; 
and yet, at the very door, a projtosition had been made, not to 
exclude from it a few Christians, but to do that, which (practically) 
would shut out men of a kindred language and blood from all share 
in its future deliberations. If the question were to In- fully dis¬ 
cussed, they from America must open their hearts, and tell how 
the matter lay with them ; and if this were done, he (ISIr. Braincrd) 
would like it to lie done by men who had iivoil longer than he had, 
and who sjwke more coolly than he did. lie hoped the subject would 
not be buried, till they had an opportunity of setting themselves in 
their true position before their licloved Brethren. 

Rev. W. Patterson —Having conversed witli our American 
Brethren on both sides of this question, I have felt it to lie of snch 
deep and vast importance, that—not only has it deprived me of sleep 
at night; but,—while 1 have rejoiced in the unanimity of feeling 
and the Christian love manifested in this Conference and at the 
Bublic Meetings,—I confess, I have iiecn unable to keep my mind 
away from visiting the Southern climes ; and my heart has sunk 
within me, as I have thought on what I have beard of the sufferings 
of the Slave. And, if our Brother from America had not Seconded 
Mr. Hinton’s Notion, I should have felt it my duty to have done so. 
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i do not wish to pronounce sentence on the .Slaveholder. What 
his difficulties are, I cannot, perhaps, fully understand ; I, there¬ 
fore, wish to leave him entirely to the judgement of his G< d and to 
his conscience. If he be a Christian, there is a Judge of all that 
doeth right. But I confess, that, while he is party to a system 
such as Slavery is,—as presented to us, not merely by British, but 
by American writers,—I could not consent to acknowledge him as 
one whom it is desirable to include within this Alliance. I feel 
it, therefore, my duty, to give my decided testimony against his 
admission by my voice, as I shall give it by my vote. Should I 
happen to be in the minority, I shall Itave to consider the whole ques. 
tiou of my duty in regard to my future connexion with the Alliance. 
1 know not at present how I shall act in such a case. My judge¬ 
ment is far from being made up, on many points connected with this 
intricate and delicate question. On one thing I am, however, 
resolved, that I will oppose the admission of Slaveholders to 
the Alliance; but, in love to the Slaveholder as well as to the 
Slave, I trust the system of Slavery will speedily be abolished; 
and then he can be admitted, without any compromise of principle. 

Rev. H. OiBDi.ESTONE said, that though Sir. Hinton seemed, in 
one part of his speech, to throw doubt upon the possibility of a 
Slaveholder being a true Christian, he afterwards withdrew what¬ 
ever seemed to .stand in the way of that acknowledgement. He 
(Mr. Girdlestone) could not see how it could be denied by men 
who read the Scripttircs, that a Slaveholder could be, in the truest 
sense, a Christian. Who could forget the short Epistle that Paul 
sent to Philemon ? and he supposed that Philemon was a Slave¬ 
holder. lie took it, therefore, as a settled thing, that none of 
them disputed, that a Slaveholder might attain to a high order of 
Christian character. He rose, because he wished to state to his 
American Brethren, that all Christians in Britain did not go all the 
length with others on the subject of Slavery. He had taken part 
in the whole discussion of the Slavery question ; and he had always 
thought, that a very necessary distinction should be drawn between 
the Slave Trade and Slave-holding. The holding of Slaves should 
be kept distinct from the horrors of the Middle Passage, and the 
frightful mortality attending the .Slave Trade. Even among Pagans, 
the Slave Trader was considered an abominable character, and was 
spoken of as belonging to an inferior grade of society. His friend, 
Mr. Hinton, had laid much stress upon the subject of stolen goods, 
as though every Slave were necessarily a stolen man. If the theft 
had been committed, it must have been in many instances, a long 
time ago:—he alluded to persons who were bom Slaves. 
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Had Slavery been in itself absolutely uiila^vful, and so intolerable 
in the sight of Heaven, Paul would not have written to Philemon 
as he did,—addressing him as a Christian Brother. This was 
similar to other instances, in which the views of Primitive Christians 
differed from those of modern times. He was once present in the 
company of Joseph John (furney, of Norwich, and Mr. Wilberforce, 
when there was a serious discussion on that passage of the Apostle 
Paul, where he says, “ Let every man abide in the calling wherein 
he wivs called.” (1. Cor. vii.20, 21.) Chrysostom and Theophylact 
were appealed to for their interpretation of Paul’s meaning. Both 
J. J. Gurney imd Mr. Wilberforce were good Greek scholars; and, 
after conferring upon the subject, they were all of o])inion—and in 
this opinion Chry.soston> and Theophylact coincided—that the ex¬ 
hortation of the Apostle to the Slave was, that, if he were called in 
Slavery, he should not seek to be made free: but abide in the 
station in which he then wa.s ! The opinions of the ancient Fathers 
were quite opposed to the modern view of the nnscriptural character 
of Slavery. 

Rev. S. L, PoMROY, of Bangor, I'. S., would just correct an 
error into which Mr. Hinton had fallen, when he stated, that a large 
class of persons, (Abolitionists,) Jliiiisters, and Members of 
Churches in the United States, had no representative in the Con¬ 
vention. He claimed to be of the class thus nliud<>d to; and to 
the correctness of this statement, John .Scoble,Esq.. Rev. Dr. Carlile, 
or the Anti-Slavery Committee of Edinburgh, (most of whom he 
had the happiness of meeting last Summer,) would be able to bear 
witness. At any rate he could say, that, for the last fourteen 
years, he had been known in the United States, as one of those 
who were technically called " AboHtionists.” He had preached, 
and prayed, and felt more deeply agitated in soul on that subject, 
than perhaps on any other subject,—saving that great and compre¬ 
hensive subject, which takes in all others,—the Gospel. 

A Ge.stleman said, he should feel obliged, if the speaker would 
explain what w'as meant by an “ Abolitionist.” 

Mr. Po.sfRor continuerl.—There were three cinsiies of persons 
in the United States, who held different opinions in relation to this 
subject. One fvas the party which directly and avowedly defended 
Slavery. Another party constituted a great proportion of the people 
of the Northern States, who were non-slnvcholding in sentiment 
and feeling; and whom, he believed, to be most sincerely and 
utterly op{KMed to the system of Slavery. Among that class—for 
it might be divided—there was a portion, to a greater or less ex- 
*ent, differing in the different Btates and sections of States, who 
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were associated (and had been, in various ways, for a number of 
years) for the express and avowed purpose of doing what they 
could for the destruction of that great evil; and men of this class 
(with which he was connected) were technically called “ Abolition, 
ists," as distinguished from another class, which embraced a great 
number of Brethren in the Ministry and in Churches, who were as 
strongly opposed to Slavery as were the Abolitionists, but who yet 
felt that they could not, consistently with their views, associate 
themselves with that jiarty,—^because they thought its measures 
were not of the wisest and best kind. He (Mr. Pomroy), on be¬ 
half of these men, utterly repudiated the sentiment, that they were 
pro-slavery men, or that, by principle or practice, they upheld the 
system, or were apologists for it. Statements had been made in 
this Country, by persons whose names he would not mention, which 
utterly misrepresented the great mass of the Christian Community, 
—Ministers and Members of different Denominations—in the 
United States :—his soul had been sickened by what he had heard 
of these misrepresentations; and he did hope, that some measures 
would be adopted to set the British public right in regard to that 
matter. 

Upon this subject he could talk for a fortnight, or for a month, 
if it were wished,—no doubt about that:—and he should probably 
grow warmer and warmer—(he did not say more eloquent, because 
he never had any eloquence) ; but more and more ardent and in¬ 
terested as he proceeded. He would not, however, go into any 
discussion of the question; he would merely say one word, in refer¬ 
ence to his Brethren who were here. He was unaware how many 
might be classed among the “ Abolitionists” ; but he did not know 
that there u-ere any, who, either in principle or feeling, in word 
or action, ujdield and defended the system of Slavery. He had 
reason to believe none such were present. One word more; in 
regard to the distinction, which should always be made, in relation 
to this and any other great system of wickedness. The system 
itself was one thing, and the men connected with it, and the 
amount of guilt attached to them thereby, was another. If he 
were asked what he thought of Slavery, as it is usually defined, 
“ the claim of right to hold man as property,”—or any other defi¬ 
nition of the kind,—he should reply, that, from the head to the 
foot, it was utterly and eternally wicked; that it could not be de¬ 
fended by the principles of the Gospel, nor by any principles of 
humanity,—nor by reason, in any way. He could go as far as Mr. 
Hinton, or any other man. But,—when they come to the case 
of individual men, connected with the system,—^by what method 
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could they calculate the aniuunt of guilt attached to nu individual 
in that relation,—unless they knew all the cirvunistaiices and 
motives in the case?—And tliis was something more than was 
within the province of man to know respecting his Brother. The 
amount of bis guilt depended upon tlie circumstances attending his 
relation with the system; and, therefore, while he (Jlr. Pomroy) 
completely repudiated Slavery as a system, he could nut join in the 
sweeping declaration,—that every man who was connected witli the 
system, and who was legally a Slaveholder, was a hypocrite and a 
scoundrel, because he sustained that relation. He did not be. 
lieve it. 

He would just suppose a case. He had lived in the South, he 
had seen the system there, and he had friends there, (though they 
had been rather shy of liim for some years past.) Xow he would 
suppose, that one of them died that night, and left him fifty slaves ; 
so that, when he got home, he should find a letter informing him of 
the fact. In the eye of the law—he would not say, in the eye of 
God—he would he a .slavchohlcr ; yet without any fault of his own. 
What would they advise to be done.' Would they ssty, that he 
should tear up the letter, and go al.’out hi.s husines.s, and take no 
notice of the fact 1 By so doing, he would he consigning those fifty 
slaves to perpetual slavery ; hecause, if he did not take possession of 
them in order to get them out of slavery, they would all W taken 
by the authorities, sold by public auction, and tlnus consigned to 
everlasting bondage, a.s fur as thi.s world was concerned. In such a 
case, he .should feel no hesitation in sustaining the relation of a 
slaveholder. He would go at once, and take pi>ssession of tlieni, 
with the pur|)ose in his he-art, to get tliem, with the least possible 
delay, and in the wisest and best manner, out of the system, and to 
give them their liberty. He tliunglit, tiint, in so acting, be should 
have a clear conscience. But all the time he was doing that, mark ! 
he would be, in the eye of the law, a slaveholder. He beggetl not 
to be misunderstood. Never since he uas burn bad he, to his 
knowledge, made the .slightest apology for Slavery. But he knew 
the peculiar difficulties which surrounded a man, who might live in 
a State where the law prohibited emancipation ; and who might yet 
he convinced iu hi.s conscience, that the system was wrong, and that 
his slaves ought to have their liberty. Such a man might say, “ I am 
really desirous to know what to do,” But, if he emancipaUul his 
slaves, the State would seize them, and sell them into a worse state 
of bondage. And if he transjMtrted them five hundred miles to another 
section of the country, perhaps, in doing that, be would separate the 
husband from the wife, (one lieing in one plantation, and another in 
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another,) and the children from both. That was a difficulty. Suchcases 
he believed there were, in which there was a real conscientious desire 
to do what God would approve ; but where it was hard to decide 
what course ought to be taken. A great many such cases might be 
brought forward ; and gentlemen in that Ilall could name thousands 
of such instances. So that, while he unhesitatingly affirmed that 
Slavery was a system of iniquity, they should be careful how they 
judged the amount of guilt which attached to men who sustained 
that relation in the eye of the law. 

He would make one suggestion in reference to the course which 
ought to be pursued. He perceived that there was a very serious 
difficulty in the minds of his British friends in regard to this 
subject,—a conscientious difficulty.—and one which he thought he 
could appreciate fully. 

On the other side of the Atlantic, there were also difficulties; 
and these he could .appreciate also. Some Brethren in that Conference 
stood connected with branches of the Church cf Christ, which ex¬ 
tended into Slaveholding States,—namely, the Methodist, the 
Baptist, and the Presbyterian Churches. Being himself connected 
witli the Congregational Body, which had no churches, so far as he 
knew, in the Slaveholding section of the Union,—the same diffi¬ 
culty did not present itself to his own mind. Inasmuch, then, as 
there were difficulties on both sides to be met, he suggested, whether 
—instead of coming to any positive decision upon the subject—it 
might not be left in some sort of abeyance, till the English Brethren 
saw what course was taken by the Association which should be 
formed on the other side of the Atlantic ? Let the British Brethren 
form an Association, and adopt what measures they thought proper 
in regard to this matter; and let the Association to be formed in the 
United States adopt what course it thought proper : and in three, 
or four, or seven years, if the discussion of the subject came up 
again, it could then be looked at. This, he thought, would be the 
-more prudent course; as, in the meantime, there might be very 
great changes in reference to this question, which they could not 
now foresee. He threw out this suggestion for their consideration. 

Rev. G. R. BiKcii rose to a point of order. He begged to ask the 
Chair, whether they were not considering, by the discussion of this 
question, the principles upon which persons became Members of the 
Alliance, and not the Organization of that Body ? And whether 
the present Amendment ought not to have come under the head of 
General Principles, which had already been discussed and .settled ? 

The Chairman ruled, that the Mover of the Amendment now 
before the Meeting, was quite in order, in introducing it at the 
present stage of the business. 
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Rev. Dr. Smyth, from the United States, said, that he had claim to 
make some remarks,—as being a Member, though a young M^piber, 
of the Alliance;—secondly, as now being a representative of the 
United States, but originally, and by birth, a Britonand thirdly, 
ns having been led, by the remarkable providence of God, to a six. 
teen years’ residence in South Carolina ; free, however, externally at 
least, from those corruptions which were represented os inseparable 
from the system of Slavery. On these grounds, perhaps, Brethren 
would indulge him in such suggestions as he wished to make, 
and which, he hoped, would be entirely free from any spirit that 
would jar ii{)oii the Meeting, or prevent u harmonious decision of 
4his question. 

The question now pressed upon them, was not an abstract one as 
to the nature of .Slavery. There was unanimity among them on 
that point. But, he apprehended, they were divided in their senti¬ 
ments as to the duty of the Alliance in reference to that system ; 
whether or not that Alliance, as .an Evangelical Alliance, was culled 
upon to entertain this subject r and to introduce it among those few 
great, leading, prominent, principles upon which it wa.s formerl 
His own opinion wa.s very decided—that it was, in the First place, 
Mwnccmary to introduce this subject. It uas not necessary, he 
apprehended, a.s a matter of general Christian obligation. If tliere 
were no other opportunities for those Brethren to express their views 
and to oppose the system of Slavery^ (/len they might fairly press it 
upon the Conference. But,—iiiusmuch :is these Brethren were 
left free to act in relation to this iiuitter, in their individual ctt|>acity 
os Chri.stiam>, in their Kcclesio-stical connexion with various De¬ 
nominations, and ill their s.iciul capacity as citixens,—he did nut 
think they could urge, that they were con.strained by an imperative 
sense of conscientious obligation, to pres-s Uiis subject upm the 
Alliance. 

He proceeded to remark, that be lielieved the introduction of this 
subject was not espedUnt. He thought, tli.at its introduction 
might prevent the accomplishment of that very Abject which it was 
already unanimously determined should Ire carried out, namely, the 
formation of a Universal Alliance—a Christian yMlinnce for the 
Wfwld. It might hamper the British Alliance ; liecause there was 
a diversity of views among British {reople,—not iipm the abstract 
a|uestion,—but upon the question of the mode in which it should be 
treated, and the mode in which Christian Brethren, in America and 
other Countries, labouring under the existence of this evil, should 
be treated. There were diversities of views on that {loiitt, among 
some of the foremost friends wJw united most heartily in this cause; 
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and thus this element, if introduced, might prove an element of 
division and collision. 

Again, the introduction of this subject into the Alliance would 
give it a political aspect. This it would unquestionably do. The 
object sought to be attained by it might be infinitely important; 
but, if introduced, it would give the Alliance a political hearing. 
Could any one deny, that the institution of Slavery was founded on 
political legislation ? It took its origin, and held its continuation 
there: and it was only through the exercise of that fiuiclioii, that 
it could be removed. It was only by moral influence, brought to 
bear upon those who had the guidance of political affairs, that its 
removal could be secured. What would be thought of the Brethren 
in America, if, when they formed their Alliance, they should 
introduce into the Basis, the question of Church and State } He 
had heard in this Country, and he had been accustomed to hear, 
language used in reference to that s 3 'stem, just as strong and violent 
as that used in reference to Slavery. It was well known, that this 
question had actually prevented a number of persons from entering 
into the Alliance. It had been publicly' stated, that one of the 
leading divines in this Metropidis had given, as one paramotint 
reason, why he, and a great many others thinking with him, could 
not join the Alliance, that it would check them in the full mani¬ 
festation of tl'.eir opposition to a state of things, which they con¬ 
sidered Anti-christian, and every way opposed to the Truth of God. 

lie was now speaking on the question of cxpediencti, not arguing 
the abstract question. lie assumed that they were all agreed, that 
Slavery was an evil, and ought to be removed, as soon as God in 
His providence should open the way ; and that every' Christian man 
in America, as well as in Britain,, as far as he was a Christian, 
would feel it his duty to aid in its removal. This was not the 
question on which they w'ere divided : it was, whether or not they 
were constrained, by an imperative sense of Christian obligation and 
conscientious duty, to introduce the subject into the Alliance } 

To come to another point. If this question were introduced into 
the Alliance, it could not be otherwise regarded than as a national 
question. 

One of the most powerful arguments he had heard advanced in 
favour of the Alliance was, that God may have designed it to be 
the Great Peacemaker of the World. But the introduction of this 
element,—instead of making it a Great Peacemaker, by which all 
animosities, and jealousies, and differences of opinion, might be 
smoothed down between the two great Christian Countries (which 
were looked upon by the World as the main agents by which Chris- 

X 
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tiaiiity was to,,be ditt'usod throughout the (rlobe)—instead of binding 
them together in more lasting bonds of brotherhood, ami instead of 
uniting them more closely together, it would liave the effect of 
rousing National animosity. Nothing would touch American feel¬ 
ings more than the notion that the Alliance w'as political. 8ueh an 
impression would be injurious, beyond the possible restraint of any 
Christian Botly in America. So that, instead of advancing, it 
would retard, every Christian movement. He earnestly pre.sscd 
upon the attention of the Ctmference, that the introduction of the 
subject of Slavery would make this a Nalional question; and Chris, 
tians in Americ.a would not be at liberty to act a.s they otherwise 
would desire. He would only further argue this matter, as not bi-ini', 
be humbly conceived, proper to the objeclx o!' the Alliance. 

A OBNTI.E. 1 IAN sjK>ke to a point of order.—Ought not those 
Brethren who agreed with Dr. Smyth propose an Amendment } 

Mr. Hinton’s proposition l)eing itself an Amciulmont on the 
Original Motion, it was ruled by the Chair, that an Amendment 
on an Amendment could nut be entertained. 

Dr. .S.MYTH proceeded.—He would say, then, that lie did not 
think the introduction of this matter necesxari/ as a matter of iliitp; 
lie did not tliink it expedient us a matter of i>olici/; and now Ih' 
remarked, that he did not think it proper to the objertx ol' the Alli¬ 
ance. He thought it irrelevant to those great objects for whieh 
they had met, and on which they were agreed,—as stated in thtr 
Public Meetings of th.e last two nights ; and,—if they were agreed 
among themselves, that the great object was to unite and harmoni/e 
in Christian l.'nion and Christi.an love,—why introduce this ques¬ 
tion, which, he contended, was irrelevant, and un.suitalile to the 
foundations which they had laid lie was aware that an interpre¬ 
tation was given to a text of Scripture, by which a .strong ohiiga. 
tion was pres.sed among some minds; hut he apprehended, that the 
meaning of that passioge was mistaken ; and he threw himself upon 
the judgement, not of his own mind, but of one who stood in the 
foremost ranks of British Biblical Criticism—he meant Bishop 
Horsley. That prelate, in his speech in the House of Lords, de¬ 
clared that the word “ man-.stealer,” as u.sed in the Bible, was an 
Attic phrase descriptive of the trade of dealing in slaves, and did 
not, therefore, ns a Brother had justly remarked, necessarily apply 
to a state of society that had grown up in consequence of that 
practice, and in which Slavery had become a domestic evil. He 
(Dr. Smyth) merely said this, to relieve any miud from the con¬ 
straint of obligation to press the subject. He did not wish to force 
that interpretation upon any one. 
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Might lie not add, that the introduction of this question into the 
present part of tlie proceedings was contrary to that which had 
already been adopted ?—that it would be, in fact, contrary to the 
principles which the Alliance had already authenticated ? He 
might refer to the “Right and lJuty of Private Judgement in the 
interpretation of Holy Scripture.” Were they now going to deny 
to their American Brethren the right of private judgement in the 
interpretation of the Scriptures, as regarded their duty under the 
circumstances in which they were placed ? They did not wish to 
be judged by any other standard than the Bible. All they asked 
was, the right to exercise their private judgement in attaining, from 
that blessed Book, a knowledge of the will of the Lord, and of their 
own duty, in the trying circumstances in which they were placc'd. 

[[Here there u'ere loud cries of “ Time,” which caused a momen¬ 
tary interruption. Order having been restored. Dr. Smyth was 
proceeding with his observations, ivhen 

The CiiAiKMAN said, he was under the necessity of vacating the 
Chair, to attend the Meeting of the French Brethren at the Hano- 
ver-square Rooms. Hereupon 

Thomas Farmkr, Esq. took the Chair; and 
A short discussion arose on the jiropriety of Adjournment. Al¬ 
though three o'clock had arrived, it was thouglit better that Dr. 
Smyth should conclude his speech during the present Session.] 

Dr. Smyth resumed : he had remarked, that the introduction of 
this question seemed to him in conflict with the very principles of 
the Alliance. It had been declared, that the adoption of the Basis 
was not to be considered as an assumption of the right authorita¬ 
tively to deline the limits of Christian Brotherhood. But, in in¬ 
troducing this element, they did define authoritatively the limits of 
Christian Brotherhood; and made it imperative upon the Branch in 
America, that it should act in contrariety to that view of Christian 
Brotherhood, which prevailed through, he might safely say, four- 
fifths of the entire Christian community of America. 

But he would farther remark, that the introduction of this sub¬ 
ject would open the way J'or the introduction of the Temperance 
(juestion, and of various other subjects. He would also suggest, 
whether it would not be an assumption, on the part of the Alliance, 
of the right of deciding, what was to be the nature of that disci¬ 
pline, and what the terms of communion, by which Churches should 
be guided? And, if there were to be an Alliance in America, 
would not the introduction of this Article l)c aflirniing for them a 
term of communion, beyond anything that was made requisite by 
the Doctrinal Basis ? 

-x 2 
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He would remark again, that tlie introduction of this question 
would condemn other Christian Bodies, in reference to the course 
they had pursued in regard to similar matters. 

He w'ould refer to one branch of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, which held the sentiment, that existing Governments and 
institutions were so Anti-Christian, that its members could take no 
active part in co-operating with them ; and thus they were denied 
the enjoyment of many of the privileges of citizenship under them : 
—what practical course did l/ici/ feel called uj)on to pursue ? 

They felt they could only bear their testimony ugsiinst what they 
regarded as evil; and then, having given that testimony, they went 
on, without for a moment questioning the Christian character or 
standing of those who took different views on that subject. Would 
not the Conference alloiv the Americans the same liberty of acting 
as was allowed to a Branch of the Church among themselves.' If 
the Americans felt, that, under the circumstances of the case, they 
could do no more than lH*ar their testimony upon the subject; and 
that it was a Christian duty to exercise forbearance; and, by the 
diffusion of the Gospel, to create that public sentiment which 
would uliimately overthrow the system of .Slavery,—would not the 
Conference allow them the same privilege of acting as they thought 
best in the circumstances of the case, that they allowed to Brethren 
within their owti Body .' 

He would say again, that this question dhiiiiclly inlerferi'd tritfi 
the discipline and wganization of Chiirehes. They had not yet 
erected themselves into a tribunal for the determination of mutters 
of doctrine or discipline. Had they not decided, that they would 
not done so, in the Bu.sis which they had chosen as the foundation 
on which to stand ? 

But now, he asked—Brethren, was this (juestion, or wa.s it not, a 
matter of doctrine or discipline ^\’ould it not In* so viewed by 
the American Churches.' Again,—it had been decided, not to 
form a British, but a Universal Alliance. Consequently, though it 
might have Ijeen prudent and advisable to have introduced this 
question into the Basis of a British Alliance, it was not absolutely 
requisite, now that it teas determined to form an Alliance for tin- 
World. It had Imen .said by Mr. Hinton, that Churches in this 
Country had disowned all Christian fellowship with slavehidders; and 
that, therefore, to be consistent, they could not vote for their intro¬ 
duction into the Alliance. He (Dr. Smyth) did not know, whether 
his Brother (Mr. Hinton) was an ojreii or close communion Baptist; 
but, if he held the latter opinion, then he might still acknowledge 
ft man as a Member of the Alliance, and yet conscientiously bo 



NINXIt DAY-SKSStON. 


309 


obliged to refuse him admission at the communion Table and the 
fact, that Members had acted in connexion with Churches, and liad 
moved resolutions in Churches for the non-acknowledgement of 
Christian fraternity with their Brethren in America who were im¬ 
plicated in this system, did not make it necessary to introduce this 
subject into the Alliance; they would still be at liberty to act upon 
that point, as upon other points. 

It had also been said, that if good men came oiit of this system, 
it would not last a single day. But did it not take centuries and 
centuries, with all the power of Christian principle, to effect the 
ultimate abolition of Slavery in Europe? Could this have ever 
been done at all, if Christian principles had not been introduced, 
and obtained the ascendancy ? There was no other principle which 
ever did act upon the system, or which ever did contribute to its 
ultimate removal. And the only hope for the removal of that sys¬ 
tem from America was —Ihe Christian principle: and, if theif did 
not interfere with that matter, but would leave this Christian prin¬ 
ciple to gain strength, and to act upon the public sentiment, it 
would finally remove that evil, not only from America, but from 
the World. 

Last night, the Alliance had been beuutifuly compared to a mag¬ 
net ; and that magnet, they were told, was to draw together every 
particle of true Christianity; and were they now to prevent that 
magnet from drawing to it those, whom, in the exercise of that 
Christian Charity which hopeth all things, they must regard as 
Christian Brethren ? “ Who art thou that judgest another man’s 

servant ? to his own master he standeth or falleth.” 

Rev. Dr. Patton moved, Rev. A. D. Campbell seconded,— 

“ That this discussion be now adjourned.” 

This was carried. 

Rev. J. Tod Bhown then engaged in prayer; and the Conference 
adjourned to Five o’clock, p. m. 
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EVEXINO SESSION. 

Rev. J. Ton Bih)ws inoveil. Rev. S. A. Wai.kku .secoiiiletl, 

That the UoT. Rr. I'. X. Co.v prcsulo over tlie Devotiomil Kxereiiic!." 

Carried. 

The CiiAiK.MAX {.jave out, and the as.seiubled Rretlireii aiiiig, 
18th Paraphrase, Scotch \'ersioii. 

The CHAiK.tiAN then read I Cor. 

Rev. CiiAKi.Es IIahohove eiifni^ed in prayer. 

The S)lst Ilyniti, Riekersteth's Cliristian P.salinody, wiw then 
Ming, aiul the Ch.airinan reail Rev. v. 

Rev. Professor Loreukk engaged in jir.tyer. 

The Ch.vik.van.—M y dear Cliri.slian friends and Rretlireii, a 
fetv words—and they shall he very fcov—n ill he sullicient liefore I 
retire from the place 1 nosv occupy. We must all feel, that we are 
approaching a very important crisi.s in thehiMory of this Conference. 
W e are, indeed, in the^nidst of a (li.scus.sion, uhicli requires all the 
seriousness, all the calinnes.s, all the piety, and all the con.,eieiitious. 
ness, which can he supfio.sed to helong to any who profess the 
Christian name, i will only remind yon of one sentence in the 
tirst chapter we read, and of one in the la.st. The first is this :— 
■ Charity suffereth lung, and is kind.” And in the hist senUmces 
which we read, wc are led to the anticipation of that glorious period, 
when I trust we .shall all unite in singing, and praising, and 
adoring, before the Throne. May we this evening diseuss the 
busine.s.s before ns, and deliher.itely consider tlie various points at 
issue, with that prospect in view, and with the bright and blessed 
hope of ultimately joining in this delightful .strain,—“ Worthy is 
the Lamb that wies slain to receive power, and riclie.s, and wisdom, 
and strength, and honour, and glory, and hles-sing." 

As Sir Culling Eardlcy .Smith had not yet arrived, it was moved 
and seconded, 

“ That Jons IIrsiirrhos, f>j., take the Chair, iiiitii the arrival of .Sir C E. Smith." 

Carried. 

'Ihe CiiiAriiMAN said he would gladly render to the Conference 
any service in his power. 
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Rev. W. Bkvan read the Minutes of the Morning Sitting. While 
this was being done. 

Sir Cui.iiiNG Eaudley Smith came in, and took the Chair. 

The Minutes were then confirmed. 

The Discussion on Mr. Hinton’s Amendment was resumed by 
Rev. Dr. Patton, as Mover of the Adjournment, who said:—Sir 
Culling, I feel it right to remark, that I have entire confidence, that 
this Conference will look at this subject, with very great calmness* 
and in all its bearings; and I have very great confidence, that it 
will come to a result in which we shall all rejoice; for I think it is 
manifest, that there is no private end which any individual desires 
to obtain; but that we are all seeking after that which will be best 
for the interest of the common cause. I am glad that this question 
can be discussed under these circnmstances: and 1 cannot but 
express a hope, that (as was suggested in tlie early part of the discus¬ 
sion) the whole of it will be received in silence, for the purpose of 
deliberating and coming to a right conclusion. I honor—I tery 
greatly honor—the Brother who introduced this subject, in the 
kind and subdued manner in which he was pleased to present 
it. I am aware, that it required no small amount of moral courage 
to act as he has done, after the demonstration we have had of the love 
of Union, and with the fear that this might be a dividing matter. 
His moral courage ivas an evidence of the strong conscientiousness 
which led our Brother to introduce this subject to the notice of the 
Conference. 

But, whilst I say this, 1 cannot agree with him, that this is a 
ciuestion which Brethren from across the water have forced on this 
Conference. The ground of that assertion is, that this question 
comes in by reason of a change of the Movement contemplated,— 
from a local British Alliance to an Alliance co-extensive with the 
Christian World. We think, Sir Culling, that this is not the origin 
of the question: we think it has not, by any means, any necessary 
connection with that; for we certainly understood, when we re¬ 
ceived the invitation to meet our Brethren on this side of the water, 
that we were invited here, not for the purpose of witnessing the 
birth of a British child, or to stand American Godfather to the 
child that should be born. I do not believe, that such was the 
object for which we were asked to meet our Christian Brethren; 
but for the purpose of forming a bond—a Christian bond of Union, 
that should include the whole Christian World. We came, there¬ 
fore, at great expense of time and money, for this one great and 
glorious purpose—to ni'anifest wherein Christians are agreed; and, to 
show to the World, that—whilst wc differed, and differed conscien- 
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tiously, about many things—there were great tilings, aftectiiig tho 
interests of Christ’s Kingtioin, in which we agreed. Thus invited, 
we promptly said, “ W'e will come.” The only condition presented 
by the Liverpool Conference wa.s, the xVrticles of the Doctrinal 
Basis ; and these were widely circulated. At the Meeting of the 
Aggregate Committee at Birmingham—which, if my memory serves 
me right, was held in April—a Kesulntion was adopted, that no 
tilaveholder should be invited to the Conference. This was sent 
over to New York in the month of May, after some of the Brethren 
had actually emborked to attend this Conference ; while others had 
made all arrangements—had left their homes—and were on the way 
to the sea side, to take ship for England. This llesolution, coming 
at so lute a period, gave us no opportunity Of gatherhigour Brethren 
together for the purpose of presenting any formal protest against 
this fresh element. It was understood, however, that—this being 
a provision of the Aggregate Committee, and not a Resolution of 
the tConference—the moment the Conference should assemble, it 
would, as a matter of course, cense to operate ; it would be in the 
hands of the present Meeting, to make its own rules of admission, 
and terms of confederation. 

I otfer these remarks to show, that we did not come here, as 
having been informed, in any sense, that this would be an cle¬ 
ment in the B.asis of, the Confederation. Had we so under* 
■stood the matter, yo!i ivould not have seen here any Brethren 
from across the waters ; their faces would not have been seen; their 
voices would lurt have been heard ; and with their interference in 
this subject you would not have been troubled. But, having great 
contidence in our Brethren on these shores, we have come—believing 
that we should meet on the broad principle of Christian Union, and 
that under that dag we should sail. 

Having made these preliminary statements, I would say, that 
there tvere some of our Brethren across the water, who did indulge, 
and svho expressed, their fears, that—after all these arrangments— 
the British Brethren would make the Alliance an Anti-Slavery Asso¬ 
ciation. I repudiated the idea as an unworthy suspicion; and I stood 
up, svbether right or wTong, to defend my Brethren here against any 
such supposition,—that fVe should be invited for the purpose 
forming a Christian Union, on points in which wo were agreed, 
.concerning the household of Jesus Christ; and then, that (having 
bjen thus collected) we should be converted virtually into an Anti- 
Slavery Society ! I did defend, and, until I am better informed, 
I shall defend my Christian Brethren Acre against any such aspersion. 
I would remark, with regard to the topic immediately before the Meet- 
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ing, that I ask no man to be an apologist for Slavery, in any shape 
whatever. Not a solitary apology can possibly be made for the system 
of Slavery; and the remarks made by my friend. Rev. Howard Hinton, 
bearing on the system as a system, are but like the little electrical 
machines which children play with,to thelightningstrength of ourown 
feelings on the subject. My feelings on the subject have been strong, 
ever since the day I could recollect anything. Neither I, nor any 
of my Father’s house, have ever had any connexion with Slavery. 
On that subject I am pure ; and I have been the avowed and open 
friend and helper of the coloured man. My grandfather set up 
James Fortune, a coloured man, in business as a sailmaker; and 
my father has frecpiently loaned him money^ to execute orders for 
the fitting out of Government vessels with more celerity. James 
Fortune was a regular visitor at my fother’s house; and as regu¬ 
larly .sat at the table, when he came there, as any other gentleman 
who visited his house in Philadelphia*—not excepting such a man 
as Dallas.* I have never seen the day when I felt any reluctance 
to have a coloured gentleman sit down at my table, and break bread 
with me. I have never seen the day when I was ashamed to walk 
in the Broadway—the most public street in New York—in com. 
pany with a coloured man. A very prominent. Abolitionist said 
once to me, *‘I admired your moral courage, which I witnessed 
a few days since." “ What moral courage “ Why, I saw you 
walk for two miles down the Broadway, ivith Rev. Theodore 
Wright and another person, both black men, one on your right 
and the other on your left hand ; and I admired your moral courage 
in doing so." I replied, “ I am not conscious of performing any 
very great act of moral courage : but why did i/ou shrink away on 
the other side, instead of joining us ? and then there would have 
been two and two.’’ And yet I am held up in your public prints, 
and at Public Meetings in the City of London, as the enemy of 
the coloured man ! I have been the friend of the coloured man 
from my youth up. And, let me farther state, there is a coloured 
congregation of the Presbyterian Church in New York, and the 
Rev. Mr. Wright, the pastor, is a Member of the Presbytery,— 
having equal rights with the other Members. A very short time 
since, he was unanimously elected as Moderator of the Presbytery; 
and, when Committees are appointed to visit Churches, Mr. Wright 
is appointed equally with the rest;—giving counsel, and taking 
an equal part with the other Brethren, in the administration of the 
duties of the Presbytery. I publicly state these facts, to show, that 


• Mr. Dallas is Vice-President of the United States.— Editor. 
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\vc are uot such horrible nejjro-haters as some friemls represent us 
to be. 

Well now, the thinjf 1 would desire to say is, that our Bretliren 
should uot introduce this element into the Alliance, and thus 
inevitably proiluce a division amono ourselves; if not, peradventure, 
among your ownselves also. \\'e have come together avowedly on 
the ground of things on which we are agreed, and for purposes of 
Christian Unitui. There are a great many other things besides 
Shivery, in which moral principles are involved,—in which we feel 
a very deep interest,—and which we might, with equal propriety, 
introduoe as matters for this (.’onference to decide upon. As has 
been intimated, we might intnuluce the subject of Church and 
State. A great many of us in America feel, that England is not 
free herself, and that Englislunen are not free men, whilst they are 
not alioived to worship Gial after tlie dictates of their own conscience, 
until they have paid the penalty of a Government License ;—and 
then Uiey may do it. lint shall 1 say, that no man can lie a 
Christian who receives tithes, which come out of the hard-earnings 
of Dissenters ? And shall I say, that my Brother liickersteth 
cannot be a Christian, because he receives a portion of his stijamd 
from such a source ? Far be it from me to say any such thing : 
but yet wo could get up a conscit'nce nj)on the subject, and 
endeavour to exclude from the Alliance all who are connected with 
a State Church. 

Then, we might bring in another element,—that of Temperance : 
for I can assure you, that it has been no small amount of grief to 
us, to see, in every family we visit, the amount of intoxicating 
liquors that arc used. 

But it may lie said, “ These things have nothing to do with our 
Union, because these arc not moral questions: but Slavery is a 
moral question.” It is also just as much a poliliail question iis 
Cbnrch and State ; just as much imlifical as Temperance ; Iwcausc 
Temperance works into politics as well as into other things. Why, 
then bring into the Allianci* a new element, which will certainly 
cause divisions There are men in the United Stati*s who have 
told us, “ Yon will go up to London, and have blessed good feeling 
Meetings : but, when you come to settle wliat yon have to do, yon 
will all split to pieces. You will have a glorificatiun Meeting or 
■ two, and tell how blessed a thing it is, to dwell together in unity, 
and will cry anti pray with each other; and then you will break up, 
and split into fragments, to the everlasting disgrace* of tlic attempt 
at Union.” Now, Mr. Chairman, there is certainly a tianger of 
coming to this resolt,—if we arc allowed to introduce on element. 
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which is not a rcligiow/t element, and which certainly has u 
prominent bearing upon polities. In your own country you were 
not able to obtain the abolition of Slavery in the West Indies, until 
you got a measure for that purpose passed through Parliament: 
and there are no other means for abolishing Slavery in the United 
States, than by getting the respective Legislatures of the several 
States to do it. By their action on it only can it be done. It is 
not in the power of the North to do it; it is not in the power of 
the General Government to do it,—except in the ten miles square 
district of Columbia. The power of freeing any State from this 
accursed system rests with itself. The question of Slavery is, 
therefore, a jyolilkal question, and must depend upon political in¬ 
fluence for its extinction. But, though it would be unwise to 
introduce this as a new element into the Alliance, could not the 
British Branch of the Alliance send over to the American Branch 
a kind, but strong, argumentative and persuasive remonstrance 
upon the subject ? We would take it in the spirit of Christian 
love; and would, if need be, endorse it ourselves, and distribute it 
far and wide over the whole land. iViid then, we in America, 
might send back to the British Branch a remonstrance on the 
propriety of your filling your bottles with water instead of brandy. 
Thus we .should be mutually benefiting each other,—and all in the 
spirit of love; instead of insisting upon a general organization, 
with regard to which we shall be divided. This pleasant inter¬ 
change of conununiention would greatly’tend, to bring us all, in 
time, to one opinion. Why, Sir, God is moving very singularly 
in regard to this matter of Slavery. His Providence is fighting 
against it in a very remarkable manner; and He, I believe, has 
sealed its doom : and it is best, then, to let God manage it His own 
way, without taking it into our hands. I will tell you to what I refer. 
God has led the British Nation, in a most sudden way, to open 
their ports for the reception of the product of free labour. 

The Chairman thought, that, as they were not all agreed u]>on 
the .subject to which the Speaker was alluding, it would be better 
not to refer to it. 

Rev. Dr. Patton. —I do not intermeddle with the abstract 
question, whether this is right or wrong : but merely to show how 
it would reduce the price of a slave. 

The Chairman.— -Dr. Patton is quite in order. 

Rev. Dr. Patton. —A few years ago, your ports were almost 
entirely shut against any other products than those of slave labour ; 
but God has led this great Nation,—whether right or wrong, I do 
not say—to open the ports; and now the product of free as well 
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as of slave labour can be imported. will bo the result } 

The price of a slave in Louisiana is always regulated by the price 
of a pound of cotton at Liverpotd. If a pound of cotton is worth 
lid. at Liverpool, a slave will be worth 1000 dollars in Louisiana. 
But, if the price of cotton full to .«/. a ])onnd, the jirice of a slave 
will fall to 4IM> dollars. The importation of the jiroductions of free 
labour will make cotttm not an article of si> much importance for 
remittance by merchants. The price of cotton will be broufflit 
down ; and, with a fall in the price of cotton, there will be a fall in 
the price of a slave; and, when the price of a slave is only 200 
dollars, you will hear .such groanin';, and wailing, and lamentation, 
and such pleading and entreating by the slaveholders to (Jreat 
Britain and the World, to help them to get rid of Slavery ! One 
Brother (Mr. Hinton), has said, that the bulwark—the great 
bulwark—of Slavery was the American fhnrche.s. I say, that the 
grand bulwark of Slavery is the high price ])aid for the product of 
slave labour : let that be reduced, and the encouragement given to 
slave labour is gone. 

If the Anti-Slavery element is introduced into the Alliance, it 
will give birth to a series of national agitations, which will prove 
exceedingly painful, and adverse to the cause of Christian Union. 
Let the subject, then. Sir Culling, lie over ; let the Providence of 
God go on working out its vast designs ; let us form our .Alliance in 
America ; form yoi/r* hert?; and let our Continental Brethren form 
theirs, —on the General Principles on ir hich we are already .agreed. 
Let us open cummunic.ations with one another: and who can tell 
what an intiuence will be exerted before the next .Meeting of the 
Alliance, by thus patiently waiting one upon the other, and by en¬ 
deavouring to do each other goorl f 

Iff on the other hand. Sir Culling, this element is introduced,— 
we must give up all hope of a General Organization, and fall back 
upon the original idea of a British Organization. But, if this 
coarse be adopted, the charm is broken,—the charm of all Christians 
being united in a grand World’s Confederacy. 

.An objection has been made, that some Brethren have expressed 
themselves so strongly, in other places, on the subject of Slavery, 
that they will hare to “ eat all their word.s,” unless they introduce 
this clement. Why, 1 have said a great many strong things on 
Temperance ; and, because I do not u ant to make it a part of (his 
’Ba-sts of Union, must I “eat my words,” and not hold to my 
former sentiments r 

I have said a great many things against lewdness, and in support 
of the Seventh Commandment ; and shall I he considered as 
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taking all back that I have so spoken in public, unless the Seventh 
Commandment be put in > 

There are some Churches in America, which actually exclude all 
persons from coming to the Communion, unless they take the 
Temperance pledge. I do not go so far myself ; but endeavour to 
enlighten the minds of the peojile on that subject before they so 
join ; and, in tlie Churcli of which I am pastor, there is not a 
•solitary member who is not a teetotaller. I only mention that, to 
show, that we have strong consciences in America ; and to show, 
(hat no one is constrained and compelled to “ eat up ” what he has 
said against Slavery, unless that element be introduced here. We 
have come here for the purpose of uniting on things in which we are 
agreed ; and not to have discussions and divisions on matters about 
which we are disagreed. 

Phesident Emory had not felt at liberty before, during the 
Conference, to speak to the merits of any question, except to a 
few points of order; and he had forborne, because the subjects 
were in the hands of those who were abundantly competent to 
manage them, tlpon l/iis subject, and this only, he should feel at 
liberty to say a few words, ami he would try to make them very 
brief. It would have been improper for him to go into any ex¬ 
planation of his personal position, had he not, in common with some 
Brethren from the other side of the Atlantic, been less intimately 
and extensively known than the Brethren who were among friends 
and acquaintance. It might be proper, then, to say, that he 
belonged to a Church, which, u’ithia the last two years, had 
suffered 400,000 of her Members, and 1500 of her Ministers, to be 
separated from her Communion, rather than suffer Slave-holding 
within her pale. He belonged also to a Conference which took the 
lead in that movement ; and his position was the more peculiar, 
because he was delegated by that Conference to represent them in 
this Body. He had no need to express at length, his interest in 
the Slave, and his opj)osition to Slavery. He took it for granted, 
that all of his Brethren were of one mind on that subject ; that 
they were all friends of the Slave, and all enemies of Slavery; but 
he would hope, that he might take it for granted, that there 
were none there bold enough to say, that, under all circumstances, a 
man holding slaves must be a U’icked man. If there were such, he 
could only say, that he could, then, hold no argument with him,— 
that there was no' common basis upon which they could rest. But 
he would not take up the time of the Meeting on that point:—he 
wished to come directly to the point in hand. 

He objected to the proposed Amendment, because it would be 
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an anomali/ in I fie constitiiliun of thv AHiancr. Tlie (|iu>stiuii liiul 
been broufjht up sevoriil liinos, as to introduuinf.t tlie question of 
moral character into tlio liasis; and its introduction iiaii been 
before rejected by an express vote of the Conference. Noxe, 
Slavery was a question alfectini; moral character. He was aware, 
that it might, perhaps, be shown, by an ingenious logic, to have 
some connexion with a |)oint of Doctrine; but he asked,—where 
was the system of Theology, in which Sbive-holding was set down 
among the qtiestious of Theolo^i/ ? It xvas never ]mt down in such 
a category : it was purely a question of moral character; and the 
Conference had decided, that they wouhl not incorporate that 
question into the Basis of the Alliance. He did not snp]iMse, 
hoxvever. that the Alliance intended to leave out of viexv the (jnes- 
tion of moral character. Not at all. This matter would have to 
be settled at the adinission of every Jlleinlxer, by the respective 
Committees, who would have charge of the admission of Illeinhers. 
And it did appear to him, that this was just the point at which 
they might harmonise; and thus avoid the necessity, eitlier of 
incorporating the projwisei! clause, or of going luu^c to the original 
plan of n distinct British Alliance, instead of an (Ecumenu al. Why 
might not the question of every man’s moral character he left to 
the particular Committee, who had it in charge r—so that, even 
if a Slave-holder were to jweseiit himself, the (snnmiitce might he 
left to act according to the best of their judgement: and, if he were 
admitted, the matter miglit rest there. If the Hritisli Brethren 
did not admit slaveholders into their Ihaly, the American xvonhl 
not interfere with their doci.sions ; and, ns Temperuuce had been 
referred to as an American cpie-stion, he might say, th.it, if the 
American Committee excluded the seller of whiskey or rum, their 
British Brethren would not interfere uith them. 

Thus a little liberty might be left to all parties in this question, 
which would secure a mutual confidence in each other's judgement 
and integrity. He proposed, therefore, that they should rest where 
they were, and lie content with the Doctrinal Basis,—leaving the 
question of moral character entirely to the respective Branches. 

His second objection to the introduction of this clause was, that 
it would be inexjiedient. It would lie so in reference to the interest* 
of the Auti-Slareri/ cause itself. He was most anxious that Hlnvery 
should come to an end throughout the earth; and, if the introduction 
of this clause would lx* made to contribute to that'glorious result,— 
though he xvns not sure that even then he could vote for it, 
—liecause he wa,s not willing, under any circumstances, to do 
Wrong that good might come,—yet, he xvould not complain of otlier 
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Bretlireii, who should give way to their feelings, and adopt the 
clause. 

So much did he hate Slavery, that—as the result of years of 
thought—^lie declared, that—much as an American he admired the 
Father of his country—he would rather be the man to devise some 
plan for the extinction of Slavery in the United States, than have 
been George Washington himself. But the present movement 
would not tend to promote the emancipation of the slave. Brethren 
who had not lived in the United States could have no conception of 
the difficulties that were thrown around this question by interference 
from abroad. Those immediately concerned in the matter could 
scarcely bear the interference of their Brethren from the Northern 
States. But difficulties were increased a hundred-fold, when there 
was added interference from 'a P'oreign Country. Allusion had 
already been made to nalional prejudices ; and there was no national 
prejudice stronger than that. They could scarcely now advocate 
the cause of the slave and his emancipation, but it was thrown in 
their teeth, “ There is British influence !”—and every man might 
understand, how ^he good cause could be impeded by fomenting 
these low and vulgar national prejudices. One of the most 
effectual means of enlisting the Slaveholders themselves,—(and 
that was the party they wanted to eidist for the extinction of 
Slavery)—would be getting them to mingle, as much as possible, 
with men in other parts of the World. One of the strongest 
means of their conversion in the United States was, inducing them 
to trayel through the Northern States, and to contrast the su¬ 
periority of the Free, over the Slave States,—in the amount of 
the population,—the improvement of the cities,—and in almost 
every respect, so far as national wealth was concerned. This 
argument came home to the mind, if not to the heiirt, of every 
man who witnessed the facts. And these influences would 
extend, if—instead of causing the Slaveholders to shut themselves 
up within their own circle—they could induce them to mingle with 
the World at large. Since he (President Emory) had been in 
London, he had watched the feelings which now and then had been 
elicited upon this subject: and when he had heard the applause 
which had been given when the principles of liberty were alluded 
to,—and when he had seen the respect which was paid to the 
coloured man,—the deference with which his views were received,— 
and how the prejudice of colour had passed away among men of 
the first standing in society,—he had thought to himself,—Oh! 
what a genial influence would be exerted upon the Slaveholders 
themselves, if they were but to mingle in sucli scenes; and to do 



820 


JEVANOKLICAl AI.I.IAIfOX. 


it'with the understanding, that such manifestations were not intended 
as «n insult to their different qnnions, but as the natural overflow 
of full hearts. For these reasons, he besought Brethren, not to 
cast off Slaveholders, and not to exclude them from influences 
which must produce upon them so admirable an effect. 

Lastly, this moventent would be disasirotts lo the cause of the 
Alliance itself. Other Brethren most speak for themselves: he 
felt prepared to speak for the Alethodist Episcopal Church in the 
United States ; and he said, that, not only would that jiortioii whicli 
had broken off from its Connuunion, but also the Methodist Epis* 
copal Church itself (which had done and suffered so much for its 
op]xisitioii to Slavery) would entirely abstain from any participation 
in that Alliance, if the present Amendment were adopted in any 
shape or form. And the connexioiial principle was so strong in 
that Body, that there were very few—either of its-Members or its 
Ministers—who would, upon their own private responsibility, em¬ 
bark in an enterprise, which would ])erhaps be discountenanced by 
the Body with which they were connected : because they would 
very naturally think, that it was more important for them to culti¬ 
vate peace at home than abroad; and that it was more important 
for them not to lose the harmony they possessed, than to go in 
search of a unanimity which they might not be able to obtain. lie 
was aware, that this was not a matter of very great importance to a 
Body whose connexion was so vast and extensive. And—although, 
under the peculiar circumstances under which he himself was 
placed, he should at once say, that he could not, without compro¬ 
mising interests that were dear to him, continue in connexion with 
the Alliance, with any such clause as that in its constitution,—he 
yet knew, that such remarks in reference to himself, or the Body he 
represented, were not of much moment. No, the Alliance could 
do better w'ithout him and them, than they could do without it. 
lie could not, however, hut feel deeply affected under these cir¬ 
cumstances, when he looked forward to what he should have to 
encounter when he returned to his home. From some he would 
have to encounter .shame. Tliere were those who had told him, as 
they had told his Brother (Dr. Patton) who had preceded him, 
that the projected Alliance would be nothing but an Anti-Slavery 
Movement. 'I’he very moment that a Motion had been made in the 
Conference of hi.s Church to send him to this Assembly, this was 
the ground of objection—that the Conference would Im converted 
into an Anti-.Slavery Meeting. And these individuals would point 
with thefnger of scorn, and say, “ We tohl you liefore you went: 
if you bad listened to your friends, you would never have gone.” 
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On the other hand, he would have to meet with grief, 'fhe Pastor 
of the Church with which he was associated, as he bade him fare¬ 
well, with tears in his eyes expressed his regret, that he could not 
be with him in the glorious scenes to which he was going. There 
were hearts in America as big as any in the World, beating higli 
with the proudest hopes of the glorious results of that Meeting; 
and he should have to go, and sit down with them, in grief. Thai 
would be the feeling of their bosoms. He (President Emory) 
could never say a harsh word of the Alliance. No ! he would bear 
with him through life, and communicate to others, the delightful 
feelings which he had here enjoyed; and, if Brethren adopted the 
clause,—conscientiously believing that they were only acting ac¬ 
cording to a stern necessity,—he would endeavour to turn aside the 
assailants that would rise up against them. But would the Con¬ 
ference subject their American Brethren to these trials ? 

[^The respected speaker here paused,—evidently overcome by his 
feelings. He resumed.] 

He hoped Brethren would pardon him for so unmanly an ex¬ 
pression of his feelings.—He was not a man of tears, on any other 
subject but that which concerned Religion and its great interests : 
but, from his childhood, he never could refrain from tears, when his 
own personal salvation, and that of others, was at stake. On that 
subject, he confessed, he was a perfect child. His present feelings 
were but the overflowings of a heart which had been full for many 
days. Since the opening of that Meeting, the words of the sacred 
writer had been continually ringing in his ears, “ Let not him that 
girdeth on his harness boast himself, as he that putteth it oAT.” 
And on that eventful night, when it was resolved to form the Alli¬ 
ance,—when he saw Brethren shaking hands and praising God,— 
and when he listened to the strains of eloquence and praise in the 
public Assemblies,—his heart had been filled with trembling, lest 
all these scenes should be changed for others of a widely different 
character. On last Sabbath, he had the privilege of hearing one 
who had been prominent in the commencement of this enterprise ; 
but who, unfortunately, had to leave the Conference this morning, 
—and, in the course of an admirable sermon, devoted to the cause 
of Christian Union, he remarked, that one single hour might blast 
all their work, and defeat all the triumphs that had been achieved : 
and he (President Emory) felt, that, as far as the Alliance was 
concerned, that hour had come 1 Brethren! (said the Speaker) if 
you think it necessary, make us the'victims : but victims we must 
be. There is not an Evangelical Church, of any numbers, in the 
United States, that will touch this Alliance, if that feature is intro- 
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duceil. Single Members uiul Ministers may ; but net :i single 
Body, of any large numbers, will countenance it at all. 

Rev. Dr. Waudlaw.—I never rose to address an assembly with 
ntore deep feelings of reluctance : but I rise to disburden my 
conscience. I feel we are standing on ground which is trembling 
beneath our feet. In one respect, I feel this,—whilst in another 
respect, I must say, I feel the ground is firm. Mr. Chairman, I 
wish to say, that I cannot regard this great question now before us, 
—when speaking in an Assembly of the Evangelical Alliance,— 
in any other light than that of great moral and religioux aspects. 
We liave disclaimed politics in this assembly ; I take, therefore, 
no political view of this question. And, with regard to its moral 
and religious aspects, I cannot but persuade myself, that we are 
of one mind. I mean by this—that there is not an individual 
within these walls, who is not a decided enemy to Slavery,— 
disapproving, condemning, and detesting it. I presume, I may 
assume that, as a point of fact. For my own part, 1 have always 
regarded it as amongst the most outrageous infractions under 
Heaven, of Heaven’s great Law of Christian equity and love,— 
“ Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so 
to them.” I know not whether my dear Brethren will go all the 
length with me in what I am going to add. There is not time at 
present, to enter into an illustration or vindication of the position ; 
but it ha.s ever appeared to mo, that the only consistent slaveholder 
oil the face of the earth, is the man, who, with this law before his 
mind, can lay his hand on his heart, and say, in sincerity, “ I have 
no objection to bo a slave myself.” I have no time to illustrate, or 
enforce, or vindicate the truth of this position. I hold it is a just 
one, that you cannot be (Christian ?) slaveholders yourselves, with¬ 
out being able to lay your hands upon your hearts, and say, “ We 
should like to be slaves ourselves.” This position I take up ; and, 
at the same time, while I go thus far—and almost entirely 
agree with the sentiments expressed by the original Mover 
of the Amendment, yet I do confess there are diiliculties—and 
temptations—(shall I call them ?)—in the way of Christian 
Brethren in America, to which rve are not at all exposed ourselves; 
and, for which, perhaps, we are not disposed to make a suifioient 
measure of allowance. I grant it heartily. At the same time,— 
painful as it is to me,—I must lay it down as a great principle— 
that the question with us, is. What is the will of God? And, if 
we ascertain what the will of God is, the next conclusion we hnve 
to come to is,—That will must be done, cost what it may. And, if 
the laws of man stand in opposition to the laws of God, the laws of 
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Iran must be broken, and tlie laws of God must be kept. Tins, I 
think, is a position from which I shall not easily be driven: and 
admitting, as I do, that allowances in this matter ought to be made, 
on the great principle,—that there are some sins, which in themselves, 
and by reason of various aggravating circumstances, are more heinous 
in the sight of God than others; while there are some sins which, 
in themselves, and by reason of various palliating circumstances, are 
less heinous in the sight of God than others,—still, the question is 
—Is Slavery a sin, or is it not a sin? And I apprehend, that, in all 
instances, it is sinful; because, in all instances, it is an infraction 
of the great law to which I have just referred. 

I would also further observe, Sir, that—while we are disposed to 
pass sentence of exclusion against slaveholders, (for that point we 
are now discussing)—we are not pronouncing any sentence about 
their Christianity. If any man were to come to me, seeking admis¬ 
sion into the Church of which I am Pastor, who was engaged in 
some practice which was considered by the Church under my care 
as directly and flagrantly Anti-Christian, I should refuse to admit 
him ;—but, I should not, in doing so, say, “ You are not a Christian.” 
I should say to him, “ Were we to receive you, we should be con¬ 
sidered as giving a sanction to that Anti-Christian practice in which 
you are engaged.” Now, Sir, I apprehend, this is precisely the 
case before us,—so far as respects the Evangelical Alliance,—that, 
were we to admit slaveholders into connection with it, we should 
appear to the whole World, as giving our sanction to a great moral 
evil—a monstrous evil: and from this view of it I would especially 
shrink. Observations have been made in regard to certain extreme 
cases ; and these were stated very strongly, and very impressively. 
Now I grant, Mr. Chairman, that there are such cases on the other 
side of the Atlantic, and that they are exceedingly difficult to deal 
with ; but my answer is,—we cannot legislate for special cases : we 
can only legislate on great general principles, as we understand 
them to be laid down in the Word of the Living God. I admit, there 
are cases of certain individuals—who, possessing slaves, treat them 
well, both in regard to their bodily comfort, mental cultivation,'and 
spiritual well being; and for this I commend them: but still J 
cannot approve of their holding them as slaves ; because I consider, 
that, by this very fact, countenance is given to the great mid 
monstrous evil of Slavery. Allow me to illustrate my meaning by 
a case, which may not be considered parallel, but which will serve 
the purpose of illustration. Suppose I am convinced, as 1 am, that 
the theatre is productive of an immense amount of moral miedii^; 
yet there mav be certain individual plays, which I myself, and, 
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perhaps, a whole audience could hear without any harm ; but my 
appearing there, for the purpose of hearing a particular tragedy or 
comedy, or whatever would be harmless in its influence on my mind, 
would still be giving my countenance and my sanction, in the view 
of the World, to a system of great and extensive moral mischief. 
So in this case. Whatever may be the conduct of individuals in 
reference to those whom they hold in Slavery, the fact of holding 
them in Slavery, so far gives countenance to the monstrous system 
with which they are connected. 

I shall not detain the Meeting much longer. I love my Christian 
Brethren from America. I love them, I trust, with a "pure heart” 
and “fervently.” I loved them before they came to this Country 
for the purpose of attending the Meetings of this Alliance ; and I 
love them more fervently than ever, from the communion I have 
now had with them :—but, in regard to this great question, I must 
speak my mind. 

I do not now bring forward any Motion, nor do I expect, that 
what I am nou’ about to mention, as a part of my speech, in the 
form of a stjggestion, will at all meet the case. 1 would say, how¬ 
ever, that such a Resolution as this would satisfy me—if our 
American Brethren would consent to it; but, in the circumstances 
in which they stand, I presume this is almost hopeless:—“ That the 
Evangelical Alliance, composed of Ministers and Brethren from the 
United States of America, as well as from Great Britain and Ireland, 
and the Continent of Europe,—acquiescing in the propriety of the 
restrictive Resolution adopted by the Conference,—regard such 
acquiescence as involving a sufficiently explicit declaration of the 
decided hostility of the Members to all Slavery; and their determi¬ 
nation, in their respective spheres, to use all means, which may by 
them be deemed legitimate, to effect its universal abolition.” I 
believe, there is not one of us present—American—British—or 
Continental, who is not desirous that the last link of Slavery should 
be broken. I feel the conviction, therefore, that if our American 
Brethren would but give their consent to this acquiescence in the 
exclusion of Slaveholders—all would be well. I do not expect it, 
however; and, it seems to me, there are only two results,—one or 
the other of which must follow this debate. The first is,—the 
forming of two Alliances, one for Britain and one for America ; the 
second is,—the throwang off of a very large proportion of British 
and* Irish Members. I am quite satisfied, from what I know of 
the pulse of feeling on this subject in Scotland, that such will be 
the result;—^that a very large proportion of those, who otherwise 
would adhere to the Alliance, will not come forward and avow that 
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adherence; and that a very large proportion of those, who have 
already given their adherence, will be under the painful, but con¬ 
scientious, necessity of withdrawing from it. And I must say, Mr. 
Chairman, that I do regard the institution of two Alliances as a far 
less evil in its own nature, and as less evil in the results which are 
likely to arise from it,—than that of its appearing to the World, 
that this great Alliance (supposing it to be one) was giving its 
countenance or sanction, directly or indirectly, to that accursed thing. 
Slavery,—either in the United States, or in any other part of the 
World. 

[[There were frequent murmurs of applause during several parts, 
especially the latter portion of Dr. Wardlaw’s speech: but these 
were instantly surpressed.] 

Rev. W. W. Ewbank now thought he might claim a few moments 
of the patient attention of the Conference, on this deeply painful 
subject, from the fact, that he distinctly disapproved, and strenuously 
opposed, the Resolution which had been passed by the Aggregate 
Committee at Birmingham, with respect to the invitations which 
were issued; and he had only consented not to vote against that 
Resolution, under the misapprehension, that the use would not 
have been made of it, which had since been made of it,—he doubted 
not, most properly—he meant, technically; because the use which 
had been made of it, had been, to submit it to all the American 
Brethren. His (Mr. Ewbank’s) impression was, that they simply 
decided, for the sake of peace within the preliminary Committee, 
not distinctly to invite Slaveholders. He never expected, that, if 
any pious and religious Slaveholder from America,—and he believed 
there were hundreds and thousands of such, quite as much Christians 
as he himself was,—presented himself, he would be excluded ; and 
he (Mr. Ewbank) firmly believed, that, if such an individual had 
presented himself to the Conference, he would not have been 
refused. 

This statement he made, merely to clear his conscience. He 
must say, that he would yield to no one in his opposition to Slavery. 
He believed it to be, in the abstract, a damnable and most diabolical 
sin. He believed it to be utterly inconsistent with the precepts of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ; and he firmly believed, that the Gospel 
of Christ would destroy Slavery, as it had almost destroyed other 
sins in this Country, such as duelling;—and as he believed it 
would, at last, destroy war between various countries. He looked 
upon no sin as of a deeper dye than the sin of Slavery; but his ob¬ 
jection—his strong objection—to the Amendment of his dear friend 
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Mr. Hinton, was, that it introduced a completely new principle into 
•the Alliance; and this assertion he would prove.—He stood there, 
pot as a Clergyman of the Church of England, but simply as a 
Christian; and, in that capacity, he was recognised as a Member 
of the Alliance: but, if this principle were introduced, he could 
never have been introduced simply as a Christian. If the man 
attached to a system were not to be considered distinctly from that 
system, he maintained,—he had no right, no title, to appear as a 
Member of the Alliance. He did not wish to refer to names: hut 
there were dear Brethren present,—and he could call them dear 
Brethren, and feel them to be so—who had spoken in a strong manner 
of the system with which he was connected, and with which it was 
his glory that he was connected; because he believed, that, on the 
whole, in the sight of God, it was the best system which could be 
formed for a Country;—he meant the system of Church and State. 
Excellent Brethren had declared, that the system of Church and 
State was so Unscriptural, that the Church of England, as a system, 
destroyed more souls than it saved. Now, he felt not the slightest 
diminution of Christian love to those dear Brethren. He honoured 
them for speaking out the sentiments of their hearts ; and he could 
here speak out his sentiments as freely—and, he trusted, with as 
much Christian love, as they could. He was sure, that—when they 
uttered such a strong expression—they did it with Christian love in 
their hearts; and, in the same spirit, he could speak as strongly 
against the Dissenting system, as they could against the Church. 
But he maintained, that—in joining the Alliance—he was not 
identified tvith the System to which he belonged ; and, therefore, 
however wrong the system of Slavery might be—and he would 
yield to none in declaring it to be wrong ;—though it destroyed 
souls, as some Brethren thought the Church of England did,—and 
.though it was as contrary to Scripture, as ever it had been said the 
system of Church and State was ;—he did not believe, that Slave¬ 
holders should be excluded on account of this system ; or else, for 
the same alleged reasons, he might be excluded from the Alliance 
as a Clergyman of the Church of England. 

He could not but sympathize with his American Brethren, when 
they stated, that all they wished was, to harmonize with their 
English and other European friends on the great Basis which had 
been put forward. The introduction of the principle of the 
Aiftendment would lead to endless definitions of those characters 
who were to be excluded. He thought, they ought to trust their 
.Brethren in America, that they would not introduce into the Alliance 
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any who were not real Christians; and, if they did not so trust them, 
they did not show that Christian confidence in them which they 
ought to show. 

He had several other reasons to urge against the Amendment: 
hut they were of little consequence compared with those which he 
had adduced. He earnestly maintained, that the passing of 
the Amendment would be holding and treating a man as re¬ 
sponsible for all the errors of his system, and would render it 
impossible for any Christian to be introduced, simply as such. 
In that case, he should feel it most difficult to remain a Member of 
the Alliance. It was with great pain that he said it; and many 
other Brethren, who, he was sure, felt as strongly on the subject of 
Slavery as those excellent Brethren who supported the Amendment, 
would be obliged to leave this godly and blessed Confederacy. 

Ilev. Dr. Bunting thought it would be extremely desirable, to 
adhere to the general custom of the House of Commons, not to 
encourage three or four speakers on the same side of a disputed 
question, to speak in succession; but that there should be addresses 
from speakers of opposite opinions, alternately, as far as possible. 

Rev. Dr. Bairu said, that, if they were going to form an 
Organization of a permanent character, bringing Christians of 
various Countries into close contact with one another, he should feel 
much more tiie force of the objections of Dr. Wardlaw, than he 
did when he looked at the organization which had been proposed, 
and saw that it was a mere Meeting—not a Society at all—not an 
Organization which deserved the name :—it was nothing but the 
bringing together of men of various Countries once in seven years, 
or five, or three, as might seem best. Taking this simple view— 
tliat the two great objects of the proposed Association were, the 
promotion of brotherly love among the Members of the Alliance, 
and the diffusion of great Protestant principles—and that the Con¬ 
ferences were to be merely assemblages of Christian Brethren from 
various Countries at specified intervals of time,—with no Organiza¬ 
tion left when those Meetings were over—it really seemed to him 
possible for them to come together on the broad Basis already laid 
down. If there were to be an Organization of a very consolidated 
character, and having great variety of action, the matter would be 
different. The Basis laid down was one upon which they could all 
meet; and details were, in his opinion, much better left to the 
Branches of the Alliance. 

He confessed, that the idea of failing in this great effort to unite 
Protestants, at home and abroad, in the great Principles they had 
already adopted, was most distressing. Yet they had been brought 
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to that point: and, unless enlightened and liberal views were taken, 
and unless questions not essential to the proper objects of the 
Alliance were left aside, he did not see how they could get on. 
Other questions beside that of Slavery might be brought forward, 
which would give a great deal of trouble; but these were kept 
back, that they might unite on the great principles which formed 
the Basis. Difference of opinion on other questions ought to form 
no bar to Membership ; for, on the same ground, a Brother might 
refuse to belong to the general Church of Christ, because its 
Members were not agreed in every thing. 

Rev. Dr. Urwick did not rise for the purpose of arguing on one 
side or other of the present question,—the most painful which had 
been brought before them ; and likewise—though he did not himself 
concur in all the fears which had been expressed—the one most likely 
to be fatal to the Alliance. He would do little more than offer a 
suggestion. He could not make a Motion, as that would be con¬ 
trary to order. He mshed that the Anti-Slavery cause was in 
circumstances, in connexion with the Alliance, which would enable 
them all heartily to concur in adopting the Resolution proposed by 
his esteemed Brother, Mr. Hinton. It manifestly appeared, however, 
that such was not the case. He could sympathize deeply with the 
dear Brethren from America ; and he could not but concur fully in 
admiration of the kind and Christian manner in which they had 
received statements, which must have told more or less upon their 
feelings: there was great cause for thankfulness to God, for the 
calmness and Christian temper avhich had pervaded these important 
discussions. He did not think, that the matter could end in a vote 
upon the present question, which would be to the entire satisfaction 
of any party. If they negatived Mr. Hinton’s Proposition, and 
did nothing more, they avould be giving indirectly the influence of 
the Conference against the slave. Perhaps harmonymight be brought 
about, by foregoing a part of their convictions as to what ought 
to be; and, if they could not get all they tvished, he was willing 
to take all they could get. It was, at one time, thought a great 
point, to obtain from the British Parliament the abolition of the 
Slave Trade. Their American friends had, with one consent, re¬ 
pudiated Slavery. On that point there was not a dissenting 
opinion or feeling among them. Now, what he suggested was 
simply this;—the Conference might take and do with it just what 
they liked: he could only say it avas the result of much anxiety, 
mnch serious consideration, and—he might add—of some prayer. 
He would deeply regret, if they could not have an CEcumenioal 
Alliance. 
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What he suggested, then, was this—that, instead of introducing 
the subject of Slavery in the shape of a law, as to the non-admission 
of slaveholders, they should embody, if they could, the entire, 
unanimous, cordial expression of the judgement and feelings of the 
Conference, or the Alliance, against Slavery;—which might, perhaps, 
be something to the following effect:— 

“ That this Alliance,—believing Slavery to be iniquitous in itself, fraught with 
fearful influences upon the personal and social character of the parties concerned 
in it, and utterly repugnant to the genius of the Gospel,—rejoices in the pro¬ 
gress which has been made towards its entire abolition: and, although this 
Alliance does not feel called upon to identify itself with any particular 
measures, or to prescrilie what course should be pursued by its Members for 
securing that consummation, it is constrained to record its hope and assurance, 
that all connected with it, will, to the utmost of their power, contribute towards 
that result,—so important to the honour of the Christian name, and to the 
unqualified and cordial recognition of Christian Brotherhood with all redeemed 
men—whatever may be their colour or condition—as one in Christ Jesus.” 

He (Dr. Urwick) simply threw out this, with the wish to intro* 
duce something in which they could all concur. 

[At the request of several Gentlemen, Dr. Urwick again read his 
proposed Resolution.] 

He thought, they ought not only to take into consideration the 
condition of slaveholders, but that they ought also to take into 
account the case of men like themselves—men with souls as precious 
as theirs—men, it might be, with intellects as powerful as theirs— 
and men, with hearts as capable of being made the dwelling-place of 
the Divine Spirit:—they ought to take into account the condition 
of the Christian slave. He would have the Alliance, and all its 
Members, in a position in which they could take the slave, if a 
Christian, by the hand, and recognize him as a Brother in Christ. 
And he thought, that the person who was not prepared to do that, 
could not conscientiously become a Member of the Alliance. 

Rev. Dr. Skinnbk.—I have had. Sir Culling, since I have 
been attending upon these Meetings, as high feelings of piety—if I 
ever had any,—as pure feelings,—as elevated and holy feelings, as I 
have ever had; and, I think 1 can say, even higher, and more like 
the feelings, which I hope will fill my soul when I appear in the 
presence of God with His Saints. I regard this assemblage in 
London, as the most important assembly which has ever been held 
since I have been on the stage of existence; and I question, if, 
siiTce the primitive times, there has been a more important assembly 
Iteld in the Church than the present will prove to have been. I do 
not question. Sir Culling, the right of this Conference to adopt 
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such an Amendment as that proposed by Mr. Hinton. They may 
adopt it, if they please,—just as they have adopted an Article in the 
Basis which excludes the Friends : but I must think, that, if they 
do so, they will act inconsistently with some things which they 
have already adopted. 

But I shall not pursue that argument. I admit the right, but 
the question is as to the expediency ; —whether it is best that it 
should be adopted by the Evangelical Alliance? And on tliis 
point, my mind is fully made up,—that it would be, on the whole, 
inexpedient; and, in a high degree, undesirable; and, if adopted, 
would unquestionably—as was remarked by President Emory— 
exclude from the Alliance the great mass of the Evangelical 
American Church. And they would be excluded. Sir Culling, 
not because they u’ere friendly to Slavery; fi>r I do assure you, that 
there is, in the American Church, a most sincere and intense detes¬ 
tation of the system,—as one of the most hateful and abominable 
things under the sun. I must say, / so regard it. I came from the 
South ; I was born there; 1 have friends there: my father was a slave¬ 
holder; but, after I became a Christian, I conceived an utter disgust 
towards Slavery ; and it was by my own remonstrances with my 
father, before his death, that I was hindered from being a slaveholder 
myself. My abhorrence of the system has continued. I perceive 
it is opposed to every law of God. And what / feel upon the sub¬ 
ject, is felt by my Brethren—by my Brethren in the South to a 
great extent, (though there are exceptions there) —but extensively 
by my Brethren in America. I know that I represent them, in 
expressing my most cordial and intense abhorrence of Slavery ns a 
system, and my earnest desire that this evil should cease amongst 
us. 

But, Sir, ought the American Churches to be excluded from this 
Alliance, on account of the existence of this system among them ? 
That is the question : and let me say, that,—while I believe Slavery, 
as a system, and particularly American Slavery, to be the greatest 
of abominations,—let me publicly assure you, that, not only may 
there be pious Slaveholders, but that there are amongst them some 
of the most spiritual, devouty benevolent, and great-hearted persons 
I have ever known;—persons, who themselves have opposed Slavery; 
and who are Slaveholders, not on their own account, nut for their 
own good, but exclusively for the good of the Slaves. 

Dr. Wardlaw has laid down the principle, that no man should 
hold another in Slavery, unless he were willing to be held in Sla¬ 
very himself. I accord with the principle; 1 dissent from the con- 
elusions which he drew from it. I can state some circumstances which 
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presented themselves before my own eyes, in which, according to 
the law of reciprocity, you would wish to be a slave. Part of the 
case is real ; part is imaginary. I was riding in Virginia on the 
outside of a stage, when I saw two little negro girls, cleanly 
dressed,—and beautiful children they ivere,—walking after a man 
who was riding. ’ The driver of the stage said to me, “ Do you 
know where those children are going ? they are going to Fairfax to 
be sold; and that man on the horse is the sheriff, who has an execu¬ 
tion,—part of which will be satisfied by the sale of those little girls.” 
1 said, “ Driver, what would you do, if those little children were 
yours, and the sheriff were come and take them to sell at Fairfax?” 
He said, “ I would be the death of him—and I felt that I .should 
probably have been the same. Well, Sir, suppose I was a man of 
wealth, and had gone to Fairfax, and attended the auction; and 
suppose the mother of these children was there, and, knou'ing me 
to be a Christian man, .and a man of property, were to entreat me 
to purchase her children, and thus prevent their being sold to Ala¬ 
bama or 'I'exas ; and suppose that I should at once determine, that I 
would buy them, and constitute myself a slaveholder;—I ask, 
should I not, in such a case, be fulfilling the law of reciprocity 
referred to by Dr. Warillaw? and be doing to others what, in an 
exchange of circumstances, I should like to be done to myself? 
And then, suppose. Sir, that I should buy these little girls, for the 
purpose of educating them, and furnishing them for the enjoyment 
of their liberty,—with the determination, that, as soon as it was pos- 
■sible, they should be put in po.ssession of their liberty; and that 
they should, in addition, be set up in comfortable circumstances, 
and have property as well as liberty; should I lie sinning in acting 
in this way ? And if, while this relation subsisted between me and 
these two little girls, I were to come to London, and attend a 
Meeting of the Evangelical Alliance, and wished to join it,— 
would yon say, that, because I was a slaveholder under these cir¬ 
cumstances, I ought not to be admitted into the Alliance ? 

Sir, there are many such cases, in point of fact, in the United 
States. I am not stating what is merely imaginary. The thing 
has, in all substantial respects, many and many a time actually 
occurred. I know examples of slaveholders, in the United States, 
which perhaps would be surprising to some of my Brethren to hear 
of. I was at Virginia Springs a few summers ago; and there was 
a coloured man waiting at the table, of whom I heard, that he was 
the slave of his wife ! His wife was a free woman living at Rich¬ 
mond, and her husband was her slave. He was about to be sold 
tiway from her ; she was able to purchase him, and she did pur- 
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chase him, 'and was living with him at Richmond. A question 
arose here, whether she could not leave the State of Virginia, and 
live where she might emancipate her husband f That question she 
settled on principles of expediency. She was born at Richmond; 
all her property was there ; all her friends were there; and she 
could not, without great inconvenience, leave the place. She 
therefore determined to stay, and live with her husband, though 
nominally her slave. What would you say with respect to this 
case? Would you unchurch that woman, and say, she could not 
be a Christian, while even her own husband was her slave ? 

I accord thoroughly with Dr. Urwick’s proposal; and I do most 
earnestly hope, that this Alliance will do everything it can do, con¬ 
sistently with a just regard to the interests of Christ’s Kingdom, 
and in a Christian and suitable manner, to abolish American 
Slavery, and Slavery of all. kinds, wherever it exists. And I be¬ 
lieve,—if you do not mar the precious work in which we are en¬ 
gaged, but—if we form one (Ecumenical Alliance, and go forward 
as we have begun,—that no instrument which has ever been set in 
operation since Apostolic times will do more towards abolishing 
American Slavery, and every other form of evil in the World, than 
our blessed Evangelical Alliance. That is my conviction; simply 
because, if succe-ssful, it will be the means of bringing about the 
accomplishment of the Saviour’s prayer, that His people “ may be 
one;” and that prayer must be fulfilled, before the World will be 
convinced, that the Gospel is true, and that the Father sent the 
Son to be the Saviour of the World. 

I do hope, that our A merican Church will be admitted into the 
Alliance. Most earnestly do I hope you will not exclude us. The 
period since I have been here has been the most blessed season of 
my life. My happiness, my joy, my delight, have sometimes been 
too great for any words to express. And one of the reasons why 
I have felt such happiness was, that this Alliance promised to give 
greater rapidity to the progress of the Truth and Grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ in every land. 

I am persuaded. Sir Culling, that this agitation will cease; and 
that we shall be harmonious, and still love as Brethren,—so 
that the end of these deliberations will be better than the begin¬ 
ning. We want to be blessed in America through England our 
mo^er: and we want this Alliance as the instrument through 
which her influence may reach us. Through that instrument you 
will bless us and enlighten us, and enable us to solve the most dif¬ 
ficult problem which occupies our minds,—How this accursed sys¬ 
tem of Slavery, inwrought with our civil constitution, may be 
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removed from us ? Therefore, we wish to be admitted as Members 
of the Alliance, and to be brought into fraternity with it. The 
American Church is a very imperfect Church; and, in America, 
we are in our youth,—almo.st in our childhood,—^and, consequently, 
have a great many faults: but there are good things with us; and 
possibly. Sir, England, the mother, might be blessed by means of 
her daughter. We have had glorious revivals of Religion there; 
and we have institutions—'benevolent institutions among us,—not 
at all equal to those of England—(for, in this respect, England is 
the glory of the World)—but we have benevolent institutions 
there; and we have many things, which, perhaps, would be the 
means of suggesting thoughts and motives to Brethren in this Coun¬ 
try : so that, I trust, there will be a reciprocal influence,—we 
being blessed through you, and you through us. With that hope, 
we desire to be admitted into the Alliance. I began to despair 
when this subject was first introduced: but I cease to despair. I 
am now rejoicing in the confident hope, that some way will be 
devised, by which we shall all be harmonized. And, if on this sub¬ 
ject—this most delicate and difficult subject—we are united, there 
is no other point of equal magnitude about which to disagree. 

Rev. Dr. Wardeaw, in explanation, remarked,—With regard to 
the appeals which had been made to him on special cases, that he 
was not disposed to say what he should do in such cases. But the 
question was, what ought he to do.^ He would make two remarks. 
The first was, that he thought it ought at least to be well weighed 
in such a case, w’hether, in doing a personal benefit to one or two 
individuals, the effect of the example in purchasing human be¬ 
ings, and thus acknowledging them to be articles of property, might 
not do far more public evil than the private benefit would do good } 
His second remark was, that they must either have universal ex¬ 
clusion or inclusion. They could not draw the line for special 
cases. If the principle of admitting slaveholders were once al¬ 
lowed, all slaveholders must be admitted without exception. 

Rev. James Pringle had not intended to have troubled the 
Meeting upon this occasion,—especially feeling, as they all felt, 
that their time was precious,—that they were very much ex¬ 
hausted,—and that there was much business to do:—but, as he 
must leave town early to-morrow morning, and as it was very un¬ 
certain, whether that great question would be decided that evening, 
he felt it necessary to discharge his own conscience respecting this 
question, which was of deep and vital interest to the Alliance. He 
would, just for a moment at the outset, refer to an observation, 
which had been made by the American Brethren generally, and by 



:i;;4 kvant.ki.h'vi. ai.manck. 

the last speaker from boyoiid the Atlantic in particular, with respect 
to the distinction which ought to be made, between a system and 
an individual upholding that system. Such distinctions, he knew, 
must be made, in many cases, for practical purposes: but there were 
circumstances in human society, to which these metivphysical dis¬ 
tinctions would not reach. If a man committed a crime,—say a • 
theft,—he would be amenable to the law, and would bo punished 
by it; and, if an individual theft were an infringement of human 
and Divine law, did the multiplicity of the offence render it less or 
more aggravated? They had been entreated, in most impressive 
language, by their American Brethren,—in one instance, he believed 
with tears,—not to cast them off from the Alliance, to which they 
had been consenting parties. He knew not of one individual in 
that great Alliance, who wished to cast off the American Brethren. 
It was not wished that they should cast themselves off. They had 
become parties to the stipulations and principles upon which the 
Alli.iuce was formed. They had entered into the Alliance u-ith 
enlightened consent; and had taken a part, and an influential one, 
in the discussions which had been carried on; and none could 
desire their exclusion from its Tutiire proceedings. He did not 
desire to treat the Conference as an Ant'-.Slavcry flleetlng; nor 
Would he go into any statement of the nature and evils of Slavery ; 
for it had been lulmitted on all sides, and by every individual who 
had spoken on that great and stirring question, that Slavery was a 
“gigantic evil”—an “ abominable thi..g "—“one of tiit greatest 
evils under the sun.” AIL such exp:'»ss‘ois had been used in 
characterizing that system ; and none hau used .-tro.iger terms than 
the American Brethren when speakin„ upoi. . ds ..ubject. The more 
he thought upon it, the deeper did .10 teel, that Slavery, i.nd e.spi'- 
cially American Slavery as hj had bee., made acipiainted with it, 
tvas—w'hat the American Brethren had emphatically Jescrihed it— 
“ One of the greatest and most ahominahlc things widen could he con¬ 
ceived to exist.” He should not detain the C.uiference, by at¬ 
tempting to depict the condition of the slave from the earliest period 
of childhood: he would not attempt to state all that had been recorded 
about the Slave-rearing, the Slave-trading and driving, which pre¬ 
vailed in the Slaveholding States. These facts were all well known by 
many Iflembers of that great Assembly ; and, be believed, were well 
known, and deeply deplored, by the respected and learned Fathers 
wlfo had come to visit them from beyond the Western waves. He 
would not, therefore, speak of these things—of the husband being 
tom from the wife, and the parent torn from the child: but he 
would make a few observations, in reference to what he conceived 
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t(j be really the poiiit in question. And he did so, because he con¬ 
sidered, that the system of Slavery, as h was now existing—and 
embodied in the Western and Southern States of America,—had 
a bearing upon questions which had been taken up in former dis¬ 
cussions, as being connected with the great object,—at which, he 
believed, they were all aiming,—the Glory of their common Master, 
and the common good of their fellow creatures. They had resolved 
that the objects of the Alliance were, by means of education,—and 
especially of Christian knowledge, and by the advancement of tlie 
blessed Gospel of the Lord and Savour Jesus,—to exert a holy 
influence upon such systems as Popery and Infidelity. But how 
could this be done, if they should admit as IVIembers of the 
Alliance, men, who made the laws which, when made, they often 
pleaded as the reason why they did not liberate their slaves ? and 
who condemned it as a crime, to teach a slave to read; and had 
passed enactments, that—for the first committal of that so-called 
crime—he (Mr. Pringle) spoke under correction, but he had de¬ 
rived his knowledge from the most accurate authorities he could 
possibly obtain— 

Bev. Dr. S. H Cox, of America, rose to order. He was very 
ivilling that Mr Pringle should j)roceed with the statistics of 
Slavery, if they were allowed to reply. 

The ChiAinMAN tho\ight it would Ije better to avoid entering 
upon details. 

Air. PniNaLt coatinued. —Ilis only object was, to show the 
bearing of e Slave system pon education,—one of the objects to 
be promoted oy the Ul-anee. He bdi that, for the first offence 

of teaching a Slave, the fi te was dollars, for the second 

offence, sien/ doUat , and for the thir<’, deaf It. 

A GKN’r..Kst.\N said, that he was prep-ared to bear his testimony, 
which was altogether adverse to the statements now made. 

The CiiAinMAN thcaght, the lino of argument which Mr. Pringle 
was pursuing, had better be avoided. 

Air. PttiNGi.E continued. His design was to sliew, that Slavery, 
as it existed in certain parts of the Western World, was, not only 
indirectly, but directly, in opposition to the circulation, and to the 
teaching and reading of that blessed Book, which came from Heaven 
to shew men the way of Salvation, through Jesus Christ the Lord. 
Slavery exercised a withering influence upon the Slave. In its 
nature and tendency, and its ascertained results, American Slavery 
was directly antagonistic to the great objects which the Alliance 
had in view’. 
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Rev. IJr. Elder rose to order. The Conference was not dis¬ 
cussing American Slavery. 

The Chairman decided, that the Speaker was quite justified 
in referring to American Slavery, as a part of the system, and as an 
argument in proof of his assertions. At the same time, he repeated 
his opinion, that it would be better to avoid reference to the effect 
of Slavery. This was admitted by all to be injurious. 

Rev. Dr. Massie hoped, that Brethren would not interrupt 
Mr. Pringle. It was not intended to hurt the feelings of any one. 

Rev. W. Bevan wished to know, whether the Conference in¬ 
tended to go into an examination of the state and aspect of Slavery ? 
or whether they meant to discuss the question of the admissibility 
of Slaveholders into the Alliance ^ 

Mr. Pringle said, he would come at once directly to the point. 
He did not think, that Slaveholders ought to be admitted into the 
Alliance; and, in stating this, he was not taking new ground, but 
Was adhering to the ground which had been taken after the interest¬ 
ing discussion at the Preparatory Meeting at Birmingham ; and, 
at that Meeting,—which he had not the privilege of attending,—a 
Resolution had been passed, that the Conference was to be com¬ 
posed of persons that were not Slaveholders. And, if the same 
principle were not adopted with regard to the Membership of the 
Alliance, a very withering influence would be produced upon the 
cause of three millions of their fellow creatures who were in bondage. 
He sat down, expressing his wish, that the Amendment should 
receive the sanction of the present assembly. 

Rev. Adolphe Monod.—1 still hope, Mr. Chairman, that by 
the blessing of God, we may, in this instance,—as we have in other 
preceding cases,—find such an intermediate course as may satisfy 
conscience on both sides. But let us pray, that we may not con¬ 
found opinions with con science ; and those matters in ^vhich conces¬ 
sion is practicable, with those other matters where concession is 
impossible. Now, when I see on both sides, men so pious,-and 
whom I know to have studied so deeply the Word of God,—^being, 
on this very question, so perfectly united in the principle on which 
they all start;—I am disposed to think, some way might be found 
to reconcile and harmonize our views. This, I think, may be found 
in the principle proposed by Dr. Urwick. But, if that be not 
adopted, I, for one, will vote against the Amendment. I will not, 
on buck a solemn question, dwell much on a question of form; but 
I think, in point of form, the Amendment has come too late. The 
introduction of the principle of personal holiness, of which this is 
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certainly one branch, has been already proposed and objected to. 
It is, therefore, out of place; and, if introduced at all, should have 
been introduced before. But—not to dwell on that matter of order 
—I pass on to observe, that, when I hear men,—in whose piety, 
wisdom, and experience we trust,—who know the subject which we 
discuss better than we probably know it—much better than I do; 
and when, among these men, there are some who have suffered for 
the cause of Abolition,—we ought to pay great attention to their 
advice; and I ask myself, when I hear them, “ Do I really know' 
all the circumstances of the case ?—what is practicable and w'hat 
is possible in such a situation ? ” I do not mean to conclude, that, 
therefore, at once, we ought to reject the Amendment. I simply 
mean, that we ought not to introduce this new' principle into the 
Alliance,—except we are absolutely and unavoidably bound by 
conscience—guided by the Law of God. That is the question. Is 
this a case, in which w'e are absolutely bound by conscience—guided 
by the Word of God ? I think not. I certainly consider Slave¬ 
holding as a sin ; but I do not go so far as some respected Brethren 
have gone on that subject,—simply on this account—because I 
could not clearly prove, by the very expressions of the Word of 
God, that such is the fact. I think I can prove it by inference : 
but that is a very different thing. It is one thing to have the clear 
declarations of the Word of God ; ainf another thing to infer from 
the declarations of the Sacred Scriptures. If Slaveholding be a sin 
before God, in a sense so absolute as I have heard it stated, 1 
cannot conceive that the Apostles should have acted about it as they 
have done. I know how it is answered,—that the cases are not the 
same,—that the circumstances have changed. It is very true, that 
Slaveholding in the present day is very different from w'hat it was 
when the Apostles preached. But still, this is our inference—our 
reasoning—not the positive declarations of the Word of God. 
Therefore, this is not one of those cases in which conscience is 
absolutely bound by the Law of God. 

I say more. Suppose it were proved that it w'as a sin of this order, 
—how are we to rule in this case ? Have we not rejected the intro¬ 
duction of the principle of persona! holiness, as being somewhat of 
an inquisitorial character ? and will not that, which is true about 
holiness in general, be true about each of its branches in particular? 
And if we rule against Slaveholding, why not also rule against war 
and duelling, or any other sort of sin—the practice of which is 
positively declared, by the Word of God, to render entrance into 
Heaven impossible ? 

z 
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I believe, too, that, in so ditKcult a question as the present, the 
Apostles, if they were present, would have avoided riding; and that 
the spirit of the New Testament would rather lead ns to remain 
silent, or to adopt the principle proposed by Dr. Urwick,—letting 
time decide by degrees, under the blessing and light of God. Who 
knows but within seven years, that, either by some new circum¬ 
stances or discoveries, we may be all brought to one and the same 
mind on this subject ? and what a pity it will be, that we should 
now split on a question, on which we might agree a few years hence. 
Is there not less inconvenience, in letting the question remain un¬ 
decided for a short period, than in forming several Alliances, which 
would almost be tantamount to the extinction of all Alliance.'* 
When I saw that it was impossible certain subjects should be 
avoided, and when I saw the probabilit}' of several things being 
ruled which I did not consider best for the Continent, I proposed 
the question to myself. Would it not bo well to have au Alliance 
for the Continent But, the thought arose, that this would 
destroy the principle of Union; ami that it would be better to 
make some concessions, and have one Alliance only. The manifes. 
tation of several Alliances befire the World and the Church would 
have an injurious tendency, as not being an exhibition of that 
universal Union which it is desirable to presen* I, therefore, 
propose the adoption of the principle laid down by Dr. Urwick. 
Let us not rule without pbsolute iieces> wen if we think our 
Brethren mistaken, let us at least g’'"- them time, and allow it 
to decide this most d'fticult question. 

Rev. Dr. F. A. Cox did not rise to make a speech, though 
he had twenty times been tempted to do so ; but he rose for 
another purpose. Convinced of the very deep and serious im¬ 
portance of the matter, he rose to propose, (accorduig to the 
primary suggestion of Mr. James) the referring of the whole subject 
to a Committee. Under such circumstances of profound interest, 
the decision, whatsoever it might be, ought to be approached with 
the utmost carefulness. The hour was growing late. They were 
not prepared to hear twenty more speeches. He therefore proposed 
a Committee, as the only possible means of arriving at a harmonious 
conclusion,—though, from the conscientious feelings which existed 
in different minds, he feared they could not all be brought, under 
any circumstances, to concur in what might be the determination 
of such a Committee. 

Rev. E. Biokersteth rose, with all his heart, to second the 
Proposition of his friend Dr. Cox,—being in substance, that which 
Mr. James had recommended before he left London. 
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The Chairman. —I must know whether Mr. Hinton consents to 
tliat arrangement ? 

After some explanations as to the point of order, Mr, Hinton 
and Mr. Himes agreed to the withdrawal of the Amendment, and 

The Conference gave its consent. 

Mr. Bickbbstbth, as Seconder of the Motion for the appoint¬ 
ment of a Committee, rose to make a few additional remarks. He 
highly approved of such a Resolution, as God had so graciously, in 
former difficulties, conducted them to safe and harmonious conclu¬ 
sions by referring such cases to Committees. And he should not be 
doing justice to his own feelings, if he did not bear his testimony 
before that Meeting to his almost astonishment at the grace of God, 
which had been bestowed upon th American Brethren, and which 
had enabled them to sit patiently, and to hear, without interrup¬ 
tion, the things which they had heard .hat evening. He felt most 
strongly, that there had b‘'en a ’•ieli manifestation of the grace of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, v.’hich had enabled their friends, in the 
difficult situation in which Jiey were placed, to listen with meek¬ 
ness and patience to e,!' the things, which, on the other hand. 
Brethren had felt conscientiously' obliged to utter. The present 
case was full of perplexity and an\.,ty ; and, by referring it to a 
Commictee. they would all hare an opportunity for prayer, and 
calm thought on their beds , .iml ho trust'd, that—by the help of 
God—who had so graciously liver -hem from former difficul¬ 
ties,—they would be able,—withe ■, L.caking up the Evangelical 
Alliance, and becoming a mockery' o ' whole World,—to come to 
an harmonious conclusion, which migut s fy the consciences of 
Brethren on all sides. 

Rev. Thomas Sc., es said, ‘hat, if had any character at all 
among hi.s countrymen, ' was that of being an Anti-Slavery man. 
Since 1B13, he had been t tgaged in almost every movement con¬ 
nected with that question ; he therefore believed his Brethren would 
give him credit for a deep and anxious concern and solicitude 
respecting that cause. But he was also deeply anxious for the 
maintenance of the Evangelical Alliance ; and he thought, that all 
they had a right to expect and demand from those who stood con¬ 
nected ivith them, was, that the sanction of the Alliance should not 
be given to Slavery, or to any other great evil. If the American 
Brethren committed themselves to any engagements on that subject, 
he thought the Conference should trust in their honour and integrity. 
It struck him that an agreement or statement of this kind was 
desirable:— 

z 2 
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“ That this Meeting aSectionatel.v urges upon the Members of this AllUnce, who 
may be callcJ to organize Branches of it, in nny part of the World, wliero 
Shivery, or any other similar and acknowledged form of evil exists, so to 
organize such Branches as to prevent the sanction of this Alliance from being 
given to the evils in question.” 

This was us inuch as they had a right to expect or demand. If 
this qtiestion were settled, he could go home with grateful thniik- 
fulness of heart—feeling that the Alliance wtis secured, and that 
nothing disastrous was to be apprehended. 

The following Resolution was then submitted, as Moved by 
Rev. Dr. F. A. Cox, and Seconded by Rev. Edwaiid Bickkk- 

STKTII :— 

“ That the Motion now before the Conference, the .Amendment proiwsed by the 
Rev. J. U. Hinton,—together with other suggestions oflered hy Members of 
the Conference thereon,—be referred to the following Committee for mature 
consideration, and that they report to the next Silting of the Conference ;— 


Rev Dr. Beecher, 

R. T. Haynes, 1'Kq., 

Rev. Dr. S 11. Cnx, 

Rev. T. BraincrJ, 

Rev. Dr. Dalton, 

Rev. Dr. Baird, 

Rev. Dr. Schmneker, 

Drofessur Elton, 

Rev. Dr. Dlin, 

Ciwrics Baker, Ksrj., 

Rev. Dr. Krskine Masun, 

J. B. Bacon, Esfj., 

Rev. S. I.. Domroy, 

Itci. l)r. Deck, 

Rev. E. X. Kirk, 

Rev. J. V. Himes, 

S, E. Morse, £.<»]., 

Sir C. K. Smith, 

Rev. Dr. De Wilt, 

Rev. Dr. Bunting, 

Rev. Dr. Skinner, 

Rev. Eilw, Birkcrtteth, 

Hon. and Rev. B. W. Noel, 

Rev. Dr. Alder, 

Rev. J. H. Hinton, 

Rev. W. M. Bunting, 

Rev. Thos. Scales, 

John Hamilton, Esq., ' 

Rev. Isaac Nelson, 

James .^tnnlield, Eerj,, 

Rev, Adolphe Moiiod, 

Rev. A. S. Thclwall, 

Rev. Thomas Binncy, 

Rev. Dr. Mamie, 

Her. Dr. F. A. Cox, 

Rev. U. Osborn, 

Rev. Dr. Morison, 

Rev. Robert Krkett, 

Rev. Abercrombie L. Gordon, 

Rev. Dr. Tholuck, 

Rev. Dr. Wardlaw, 

Rev. Jabez Bums, 

Thmnas Parmer, Eoq. 

J. S. Blackwood, Eiq., LL.D., 

John Henderson, Esq., 

Rev. Dr. Hoby.’" 

Rev. Dr. Urwiek, 



* Carried. 

[[It was agreed that the Committee should meet at the conclusion 
of the present Session of the Conference, to arrange their inode of 
procedure. It accordingly met, and decided to adjourn to Eight 
o’clock on the following morning.^ 
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A few verses were snug of Cowper’s beautiful Hymn, com¬ 
mencing— 


“ God moTtn in a myaterious way.” 


Rev. Jacob Stanley pronounced the Benediction: after 
which, the Conference adjourned to Saturday, at Ten o'clock a.m., 
to sit, with a interval of half an hour, until Five o’clock, p.m. 



SEVENTH DAY.— August 26th. 


MORNING SESSION. 


Rev. Field Flowers moved, and Rev. Thomas Scales 
seconded, 

“ That Rev. Dr. Kidston preside orer the Devotional Exercises.” 

Carried. 

The Chairman gave out part of the 72nd Psalm, Scotch Version, 
which was sung by the Brethren. After which he read Isaiah xlix. 
and Rev. Dr. Patten engaged in prayer. The Brethren then sung 
23rd of the Scotch Paraphrases, and Rev. Dr. Jabez Burns engaged 
in prayer. 

The Chairman. —Friends and Brethren, it would be quite un¬ 
seasonable for me to occupy much of your time, when I consider 
the business you must transact this forenoon: but I cannot deprive 
myself of the pleasure of uttering a few sentences, in the interest¬ 
ing situation in which I am now placed. For the first time in my 
life, I have had the pleasure of being present at, and taking part 
in, a great Religious Meeting in this City,—the Metropolis of the 
Empire; and I may add, that I have often wished to be present in 
May, when so many ftleetings are held in which I feel a deep in¬ 
terest; but I never had that happiness. 1 rejoice, however, to 
have been in London, and to have winessed the formation of the 
Evangelical Alliance, which will, 1 trust, contribute to the welfare 
of mankind, and the glory of our common Lord. I have been a 
Minister of the Gospel for a long time. The 57th year of my 
Ministry lately commenced; and the Body with which I am con¬ 
nected includes nearly four thousand Ministers and congregations. 
We have carried on a correspondence with our Brethren of the 
Relief Synod ; and, with regard to that Body, we have been, for a 
considerable time, entirely on the same footing as are the Members 
of this Evangelical Alliance with each other. We are not incor¬ 
porated ; but I hope we shall be ere long. We maintain, however, 
Christian communion with one another; and, if we become united, 
the Ministers and Elders will form a body sufficiently numerous to 
fill every corner of this large Hall. There prevails throughout tha 
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Denomination to which I belong, but one desire —which is, that 
Union and Scriptural principles may prevail. I think, we may 
take a little credit to ourselves, and suppose that the example 
which has been set by the United Secession Church and the Relief 
Church in Scotland, may have had its influence in forwarding this 
Alliance. I hope that cur union will, ere long, W consummated. I 
have witnessed the proceedings of this Alliance, to as great an 
extent as my advanced years and infirmities permitted. I rejoice, 
in common with all its Members, to see, that there has been so 
much of the spirit of love, forbearance, conciliation, and concession 
to each other;—so that we feel ourselves to be \inited on the great 
principles of Evangelical Truth, and in our purpose to prosecute 
the common objects we contemplate; while, at the same time, we 
hold the peculiarities, by which we are, at present, and may con¬ 
tinue to be, distinguished. There is nothing in these days to pre¬ 
vent our union in love; and, if we are Members of the Body of 
Christ, we are ooe with each other in the participation of the same 
blessings, the cherishing of the same hope, and the prosecution of 
the same great object,—the glory of God in the salvation of our 
own souls, and the salvation of those to whom our influence ex¬ 
tends. I have taken the liberty to speak a little of myself, my 
dear friends and Brethren. I see, that, according to the proposal, 
seven years probably will elapse, before there will be another 
General Meeting. (Cries of “ No. no.”) It may be, and I hope 
will be, a little earlier. I was about to add, however, that,—being 
now in the 78th year of my age, and the 67th of my Ministry,—if 
seven years should elapse before you again assemble, I cannot hope 
to sit in another Conference of this kind. But I give the assur- 
ance to all my friends around me, that, if these years should elapse, 
and if it please God to spare me, and I have strength to travel 
from the North to the South, from Glasgow to London, I shall be 
among }’ou. If the Meeting take place at an earlier time, the 
prospect of my presence will not be so small. I trust, Go<l will 
direct your proceedings ; I unite most cordially with all my Breth. 
ren, in saying Amen to the prayers offered up f<»r continued union, 
and for wisdom to direct us. I pray God to pour out on us, iit 
large abundance, the Spirit of peace and love ! that He will endow 
every Member of this Alliance with that " tvisdum which is from 
above,” which “ is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be 
entreated, full of mercy and good fmits, without partiality, and 
without hypocrisy !” If He docs so, we may rest assured, that the 
God of peace shall be with us; that He will lead us in the way of 
which He approves; and that the results of the deliberations, and 
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of the labours, of those who have taken such an active part in 
the business of this Alliance, will be followed by consequences 
which will be held in everlasting and grateful rememberance. 1 
trust you will excuse me for having occupied so much of your timej 
but it has been the first occasion on which I have ever had the 
opportunity of addressing a London audience, and very probably it 
is the last. 

Sir Culling Eahdlky Smith then took the Chair, and said:— 
May I press it on every person, to make it a matter of ambition to 
be as short as possible } Let us see how we can deny ourselves, by 
taking up a brief space of time. There are two strangers in the 
Hall: but the fact is, I have been endeavouring to get a sketch 
taken of this scene, with a view to its being engraved. We should 
have said, perhaps, a few months hence, it was a great pity that it 
was not done. 

Rev. W. Bevan then read the Minutes of the Tenth Session. 

Rev. A. Kino. —There was an Amendment proposed by Mr. 
Ewbank, which does not appear in the Minutes. 

Rev. W. Bevan. —I believe the Amendment is embodied in th* 
Resolution. If the addition of a word meets with universal con 
currence, it becomes embodied in the Original Motion. If ever 
verbal alteration were recorded as an Amendment, the numbe 
would be cumbersome. The Amendment was adopted at once 
It was, therefore, not thought necessary to record it specifically. 

The Minutes were then confirmed. 

Rev. Dr. Alder reported the programme of the Second Public 
Meeting. 

Rev. E. Bickersteth. —I am requested by the Public Meeting» 
Committee, to state one or two things with reference to the speak¬ 
ers. It is one of our peculiarities, that, in the fulness of om 
sufficiency, we are in straits. There are numbers whom we should 
wish to address the Meetings, but whose names it is impossible to 
introduce into the lists. It is hoped, however, that, if the Con¬ 
ference approve, we may have a General Public Meeting, open to 
all, on Monday or Wednesday evening next; so that our American 
Brethren, whom we could not include in the present lists, may- 
have a farewell Meeting in Exeter Hall,—the admission to be 
without tickets. I may also mention, that our dear Brother Kyle, 
to whom we have been so much indebted, has been overcome by 
the exertions of the Meetings, and obliged, for his health’s sake, to 
return home. We had wished, that he should address one of the 
Public Meetings. I have a Resolution on this subject to present 
to the Conference. 
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The Chairman. —It is a little violation of order. It should 
come through the Business Committee. 

Rev. E. Bickehsteth. —I will refer it to them. 

Rev. W. W. Ewbank. —‘I move— 

“ That a Sub-Committee be appointed, to digest the various Communications made 
to the Conference, with a view to bringing up a Report." 

A Member seconded it, and it was carried. 

Rev. Dr. Steane. —I have to bring up the Report of the Busi¬ 
ness Committee, in reference to the management of the .short-hand 
writer’s notes. “ The Business Committee report to th^ Con¬ 
ference, that, having put the notes of the short-hand writer of the 
first day’s proceedings into the hands of a Sub-Committee, they 
have examined them, and find them so voluminous as to preclude 
all hope of preparing a digest of them for publication during the 
sittings of the Conference.” 

,1 have next to call the attention of the tN>nference to<i Resolu¬ 
tion of the Business Committee, with regard to the continuity of 
our sittings. The Business Committee are impressed with the 
importance of bringing the proceedings to a termination at the 
end of the present week. Brethren will perceive, from the state 
of the Hall, that numbers of our friends, an<l some of them most 
highly esteemed, have already taken their tlepartiire. That is the 
ca.se, not only with Brethren from our own Coiintry, but with some 
from Foreign parts ; and other Brethren are on the eve of departure. 
It seems, therefore, to be a matter of great importance, that this 
Resolution should receive the immediate attention of the Con¬ 
ference. The Resolution is expressed in the following terms:— 

“ That this Committee, considering the state of the business Ireforc the Conference, 
and the great importance of bringing it to n conclusion in the present week, 
reapcctfully, but with great earnestneiis, recommend to the Conference, to 
continue its sittings, with no other interruptions than the Public Meetings on 
Wednesday and Thursday evenings.” 

Rev. Dr. S. H. Cox.—Should it not state, that the Conference is 
to be brought to a conclusion this week } I think it is very desirable. 
When the Branches are organized, our Brethren cun do many 
things there, which it is not competent for them to do here. I 
think we might close this week, and lose no good influence. 

Rev. Dr. Steane. —It is for the Conference to consider. Whether 
they will adopt that Resolution, if put before them through the 
Business Committee? They will then feel, that they are called 
to bring the Conference to a close, and will use all the means in 
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their power to accomplish that desirable object. We commence 
this Morning with the Objects: we have then the General Organi¬ 
zation, and the Organizatioa of the British Branch, to take into 
consideration. I would venture to express a hope, that you will 
proceed with short speeches, and business tact; and then we may 
hope to attain this desirable end. 

Rev. Dr. S. H. Cox.—1 move,— 

“ That this Conference adopt the recommendations of the Report now presented." 

Rev. J. Anoeli. Jambs.— I second it. 

Carried. 

Rev. Dr. Steane. —The first business claiming the attention 
of the Conference this Morning is, the first proposition under the 
head of “ Objects 

" That, inasmuch as this proposal for Union originated, in a great degree, in the 
sense very generally entertained among Christians, of their grievous practical 
neglect of our Lord's New Commandment to His disciples, to ‘love'one 
another,’ and of the many schisms that rend the Church of Christ,—in all 
which oflhnces, the Members of the Alliance desire, with godly sorrow, to 
acknowledge their full participation,—it ought to form one chief object of the 
Alliance, to deepen in the minds of its own Members, and, through their 
influence, to extend among the disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ generally, 
that conviction of sin and short-coming in this resjrect, which the blessed 
Spirit of God seems to be awakening throughout His Church; in order that, 
humbling themselves more and more before the Lord, they may be stirred up 
to make full confession of their guilt at all suitable times, ami to implore, 
through the Merits and Intercession of their merciful Head and Saviour, 
forgiveness of their past offences, and Divine grace, to lead them to the better 
cultivation of that brotherly affection, which is enjoined upon all, who—loving 
the Lord Jesus Christ—are bound also to love one another, for the Truth* 
sake which du'elleth in them.” 

The Chairman. —May I beg of the friends who move and 
second this Resolution, to set an example of brevity. 

Rev. J. Haldank Stewart. —I readily comply with the request 
of the Committee, who have appointed nte to an office, of which I 
was not aware till I entered this room,—namely to address the 
Meeting upon this topic. I would render my thanksgivings to 
God, for inclining us to place this proposition in the front of our 
Objects. When we go before the Public, we shall not appear, 
saying, as the Pharisee, “ Stand by thyself, for I am holier rhatv 
thou;" but we shall come, as sinners saved by grace, desiring to 
acknowledge our offences, to humble ourselves before Almighty God, 
and to seek the blqod of sprinkling; and,—having sought this, and 
having obtained the forgiveness of our sins,—to entreat that the Holy 

•i 
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Spirit may be poured upon ns, that we may enter the World under the 
influence of the Spirit of Love. This I conceive to be the purpose 
of this Resolution; and the more it is considered, the more it will 
meet with the approbation of all our friends. Our place is, as 
sinners, lowly; and tliis is a feeling, almost beyond all others, that 
should bring us to the cross of Christ. It was this feeling which 
seemed to occupy the mind of the Apostle in his earlier days. 
He says, “ I am the least of all the Apostles; which am not worthy 
to be called an Apo.stle, because I persecuted the Church of Christ.” 
When he was near the close of his Apostleship, he still entertained 
the same feeling: “ He put me into the ministry, who was before 
a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious.” Whilst he is making 
that acknowledgement, he utters that sentence, which we can never 
hear too often, ‘‘This is a faithful s.aying, and worthy of all accepta¬ 
tion, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of 
whom I, am chief.” 

Rev. Professor Campbell. —I am saved the necessity of making 
a speech, because, much as I have admired the tact of the Committee 
in drawing tip these Resolutions, 1 find as much to approve in the 
present as in any of the preceding. 1 think, with great judgement, 
you have made this the,/f>.v/ Object; and 1 am fully persuaded, 
that, if we fail in this, we must fail in everything else. Except we 
acknowledge our violation of the law of brotherly love in times 
p.'ist—confess that sin, humble ourselves because of it, and implore, 
through the Merits and Intercession of Christ, the pardon of our 
sins, and grace for the future, I have no hopes of success in other 
Objects. I also feel, that I need not make a sjieech, because he 
who moved this Resolution has, in his whole history, bten an 
example before the Church of Christ of the principles of our 
Alliance. I will not, therefore, trespass on your lime, because I 
wish to expedite business. 

Rev. Dr. Steank stated, that an Amendment was proposed by 
Rev. A. King, presenting a new set of Objects, which, perhaps, 
must therefore come first. 

He then read all the Amendments that had been proposed. 

Hereupon aro.se a good deal of conversation, as to the order of 
business, in which several Alcmbers took part. 

Rev. Dr. Urwick suggested, whether it might not facilitate the 
proceeilings, to send the Amendments to the consideration of a Sub- 
Committee, who might bring up a Report ? But this suggestion, 
on consideration, was withdrawn. 

Rev. Dr. Massie suggested, that Brethren who had Amend- 
ents should consider, whether they were important Thirty 
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Brethren had given nine months to the consideration of these 
Resolutiofis, some of whom were now absent. 

Hereupon, Rev. Dr. Jenkyn and Rev. A. Thomson, by consent 
of the Conference, withdrew the Amendments of which they had 
given notice. 

Rev. A. King moved, Rev. Thomas Greenfield seconded,— ^ 

“ That for the five Propositions contained in the Resolution, four othera be substi¬ 
tuted (contained in a paper placed before the Chair by the mover of the 
Amendment).” 

The Amendment was negatived. 

Rev. W. Patterson proposed to omit the words, “ and of the 
many schisms that rend the Church of Christ.” He thought the 
phraseology of the Resolution appeared rather confused and am¬ 
biguous, and he objected to the doctrine. He was perfectly willing 
to acknowledge the guilt of neglecting that important commandment 
to love one another; but he could not consent to acknowledge 
offences which he had no knowledge of having committed. Were 
we prepared to condemn every schism in the Church of Christ ? if 
so, we must condemn Luther and the Apostles of Christ, and indeed 
the Saviour Himself; for they all caused divisions: and, if the 
circulation of the Truth in Love caused division, he should not be 
prepared to acknowledge guilt. 

Rev. J. Cohdeaux.— I sympathize in the remarks m.ade. I feel, 
that I have neglected the command of our Lord; but I do not feel, 
that I have been guilty of schism. 

Rev. Andrew Thomson.— I feel confirmed in my judgement 
by the fact, that a similar Motion was made by Mr. Patterson, 
without our being cognizant of each other’s feelings. I cannot 
subscribe to any participation in the schisms that have rent the 
church of Christ; still less am I prepared to moi’e, that other 
Brethren shall make such confessions. But, if you look to the 
Resolution, it amounts to every Member of the Alliance acknow¬ 
ledging “full participation” in the schisms that have rent the 
Church. I think there may be hypocrisy in penitence, as well as 
in piety ; and both are to be avoided. 

Rev. Dr. Wardlaw supported the Amendment. While taking 
a portion of guilt, for the neglect of our Lord’s commandment to 
love one another (and who would not .^), he could not feel guilty 
of the many scliisms that rend the Church of Christ, notwithstand¬ 
ing the part he had taken in religious controversy. 

Hon. and Rev. Baptist Noel differed, with deep regret, from 
a Brother so venerable; but he thought it important to retain the 

q2 



328 trASeELICA.L xlliahce. 

clause. In the first place, he believed, that scktsm intimated 
divisions of heart rather than separation of worship. It was im¬ 
portant to retain that sense, and to make it prominent. He should 
be sorry, that such a sense of the word schism should be adopted, 
as would make his friend a schismatic: but he should be glad to 
retain words, that might impress upon the World, that by schism we 
did not mean separation. In the next place, it would be a serious 
loss, if we did not express guilt for those sins of heart to which our 
Brethren have pleaded guilty. He was persuaded, there was not 
one with a heart so warm, or a mind so large, ns not to have been, 
in some measure, guilty of separation of heart from Members of 
the same Church, and of different Churches. For these two reasons, 
—to avoid attaching a sense to schism which it docs not bear, and 
disowning a guilt, of which all are partakers, he hoped Brethren 
would retain the expression. But, if it were too strong, let it be 
omitted, and all would be satisfied. 

Rev. Thomas Binney supported the Amendment on similar 
grounds to those urged by Mr. Patterson. 

Rev. A. S. Thblwall. —I think we ought to feel deep humilia¬ 
tion on account of the sins of the Church at large. These ought 
to be on our hearts. We, taken as a Brotherhood, are linked 
together by cl(»e and indissoluble ties, the force of which we ought 
always to have felt. We, as a great Body, have been involved, for 
a long series of years—for ages—in sins that should weigh heavily 
on our hearts, and humble us in the dust. We should be humbled 
on account of the sins of the whole Church of Christ. 1 mean on 
the principle on which Daniel proceeds, xvho, in confessing sin 
before God, confesses his own sins and the sins of his people ; and, 
throughout that beautiful prayer in the ninth chapter, he speaks as 
having a burden on his own conscience, on account of the sins that 
his people had committed against God. 

Rev. Tiios. Scales and Rev. Dr. F. Cox offered sug¬ 
gestions : and, after some explanations, 

W. A. Hankey, Esq. said, I object to the omis-sion. I 
consider, that we are to weigh our characters and actions, not 
according to human opinion, but according to the Divine command¬ 
ments ; and who of us, I ask, has not taken pleasure in some 
acrimonious pamphlet levelled against some of our fellow Christians? 
We have not written it, or spoken what it contains: but we have 
fejoiced in the spirit of it. I am persuaded, that, if every individual 
will try his own heart in the balance of the Sanctuary, he will find, 
that he has not the power to repel the charge acknowledged in this 
Resolution. 
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After some further remarks from Rev. J. Cordeaux, Rev. W. 
Sevan, the Chairman, Rev. W. M. Bunting, Rev. J. A. James, 
Rev. Dr. F. A. Cox, and Rev. D. M'Afee, 

Rev. E. Bickerstbth rose and said,—I cannot but concur in 
the Amendment, though I drew up the Original Motion. 1 think 
it will meet all our views and wishes. I desire, that we should have 
a Resolution that will carry the hearts of all. On such a truly 
momentous subject as humiliation, it is exceedingly important, that 
we should carry with us the entire convictions of every Member 
present. 

Rev. W. Bevan read the clause, as it was now proposed that it 
should stand; which the Mover and Seconder consented to adopt. 

The Resolution was then put and carried, in the following 
Amended form:— 

" That, inasmuch as this proposal ibr Union originated, in a great degree, in the 
sense very generally entertained among Christians, of th^ grievous practical 
neglect of our Lord's ‘ new commandment’ to His disciples, to ‘ love one 
another,’—in which offence the Members of the Alliance desire, with godly 
sorrow, to acknowledge their full participation,—it ought to form one chief 
object of the Alliance, to deepen in the minds of its own Members, and, through 
their influence, to extend among the disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ 
generally, that conviction of sin and short-coming in this respect, which the 
blessed Spirit of God seems to be awakening throughout His Church ; in 
order that, humbling themselves more and more before the Lord, they may 
be stirred up to make full confession of their guilt at all suitable times, and to 
implore, through the Merits and Intercession of their merciful Head and 
Saviour, forgiveness of their past offences, and Divine grace to lead them to 
the better cultivation of that brotherly affection, which is enjoined upon all 
who—loving the Lord Jesus Christ—are bound also to love one another, for 
the Truth’s sake which dwelleth in them.’” 

Rev. T. R. Birks moved,— 

“ That the great object of the Evangelical Alliance be, to aid in manifesting, 
ns far as practicable, the Unity which exists amongst the true disciples of 
Christ; to promote their Union by fraternal and devotional intercourse; to 
discourage all envyings, strifes, and divisions; to impress upon Christians a 
deeper sense of the great duty of obeying our Lord's command, to * love one 
one another ;’ and to seek.the full accomplishment of His prayer, ‘That they 
all may be one, as Thou, Father, art in Me and I in Thee ; that they also 
may be one in Us: that the World may believe that Thou hast sent Mo.”' 

I will not detain the Conference one moment on the Resolution. 

I will simply say, that I think we ought to pass the Resolution, 
and to consider every Amendment with deep thought; and to avoidi 
as far as possible, all doubts and distractions, which tend to destroy 
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the influence of the Resolution on which we arc engaged, W'e 
mast all remember the importance of the last clause: we are only 
under-workmen; we ought to reuneintier our subordination to 
Christ, if this Resolution is to liave any practical influence upon 
ourselves and others. 

J. M. Stbachan, Esq,—My hope was, that the Rev. Gentle¬ 
man who preceded me, would have made my duty little more than 
formal. I am not going, iiutwithstanding, to trespass long upon 
the attention of the audience ; but having had the happiness, at an 
earlier period of my life, in a remote Country, to witne.ss some 
practical illustrations of an Alliance, similar to that u'hich we are 
now, by God’s blessing, about to institute upon a much larger scale, 

I will take the liberty of adding an instance or two to what has 
come to us from another part of the Globe, of Ministers and others 
meeting together on the very terms of this Resolution : 

“ The great object of the Evangelical Alliance is to aid in manifesting, as far as 
practicable, the Unity which exists amongst the true Disciples of Chrixt ; to 
promote their Union by fraternal and devotional intercourse; to discourage 
all envying*, strife*, and divisions.” 

The instance to which I allude occurred in India, in the earlier 
days of Christianity in that country,—I think I may say, without 
detracting from the times that now are,—the Irest days of (.'hris- 
tiauity; that is to say, when it involved the taking up of the cross, 
with all its odium and reproach, but with all its blessings. In 
those times, on the banks of the Hooghly, a company,—consisting of 
Mr. Brown, then the Senior Chajdain ; of a Gentleman, wlio has 
since been honoured with almost the highest oflices in the Church, 
Mr, Corrie; and of another, whose name and prai.se is in all the 
Churches, Henry Martyn,—were accustomed to assemble with the 
venerable founders of the Baptist Mi8.sion, the loaders of the 'I'rans- 
lation of the Scriptures into the Oriental tongues in modern times, 
Carey, Marshman, and Ward,—to aid one nnotlier by tlieir moral 
power, by conference, and by zesil; exhibiting to all the Foreign 
labourers, who came from distant ]>nrts to that field, an example of 
Unity in the true Members of Christ, such as has never been seen, 
except by those who had the opportunity of witnes.sing such men 
go forth to their labours. This was attended with the most blessed 
effect on their spirit and usefulness. Another instance occurred at 
Madras, where, at the same early period, we saw a venerable man, 
a Minister of the Church of England, still spared in this Country ; 
whose house and heart were open to Missionaries of every Denomi¬ 
nation coming from Europe to that Continent, some of whom are 
now in the room to testify to this fact; who, with me, will bear 
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testimony, that, if ever the enjoyment of social iutefCOUWe, 
and pervaded by Christian feeling, delicacy, and truth, were en¬ 
joyed, it may be said to have been enjoyed there. It is because of 
the sweet remembrance of those days, and tJieir blessed influence 
upon character, which I then had the happiness of witnessing,—and 
believing, tliat, in proportion as the same practices are extended, 
the same influence will result, that I give my cordial support to the 
Resolution. 

Rev. S. L. PoBinoY.—There is one thought, which I do not recol¬ 
lect to have heard suggested, respecting this diversity of Denomi¬ 
nations, which I beg leave just to state ; it is this, that, in the pre¬ 
sent state of the World, with all the darkness, and ignorance, and 
wickedness, and love of power, that there is in the human heart, I 
am by no means sure, that this diversity of Denominations may not 
be quite indispensable to the security of the rights of conscience, 
and the safety of Religious Liberty. While it may have its disad¬ 
vantages, I think we ought not to forget, that it may have its 
advantages also. I should not be willing to have all the Denomi¬ 
nations of the World, and the very best men in the World, 
m any one country, or throughout the Globe, consolidated into one 
grand Church, as such ; for I should not dare to trust them with 
the power that would be in their hands. 

Rev. W. Anderson moved, — “That, after the words ‘ promote 
their Union,’ in the third line, the words ‘ in judgement and 
affection’ be inserted.” I trust this Amendment will be at once 
agreed to; it is not a verbal Amendment ; it is one, the principle 
of which has been declared by the Conference, although I think it 
desirable it should be more explicitly brought out; it should be 
manifest, from what is agreed upon, that earnest zeal for /he Truth 
of God is not, in any way inconsistent with Love; that, on the 
contrary, they are to be put, not in antagonism, but the one as ulti¬ 
mate to the other. I do not mean to argue; but it appears to me 
desirable, that we should put in the words “ in judgement and 
aflection,” after the word “ Union.” I concur entirely in the great 
object of the Resolution ; and, believing it is our duty to seek that 
union which God has promised in His Word, when the Lord said, 
“ Thy watchmen shall lift .up the voice; with the voice together 
shall they sing : for they shall see eye to eye, when the Lord shall 
bring again Zion;” or, to put it in another form,—wishing we 
should endeavour, all of us, to draw a little nearer to the World 
above, where there is neither error nor sin to divide us;—I cannot 
admit, that it is the mere want of Love which prevents us from show¬ 
ing our full enjoyment of Ecclesiastical fellowship with some beloved 
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Brethren: I cannot admit I believe, there are other causes 

of a weighty kind, that operate in preventing persons from full fel¬ 
lowship with one another; and wo ought to aim at a higher point, 
the promotion of union in Judgement and affection. I throw that 
thought before the Meeting,—believing that it will meet with their 
almost unanimous concurrence. 

Rev. A. 31. Rookrson seconded the Amendment. 

Rev. W. W. Ewbank. —If you adopt this Amendment, you 
completely alter the whole character of the Alliance. Unity in 
judgement is most desirable: but the great object of the Evan¬ 
gelical Alliance is, to promote union and love, in spite of differences 
in judgement. If you say, that the great object is to promote 
union in judgement, it may be right: but it is not what we mean. 

Hon. and Rev. B. W. Xoei..—I object to that Amendment. I 
wish we were united in judgement, as far as can be ; but I object 
to it, because it seems directly contrary to the Apostolic admo. 
nition, “ Receive ye one another; but not to doubtful disputa¬ 
tions that is, not to the discussion of differences. The effect 
would be, to press us into discussion ; which, in our present state, 
would greatly enfeeble us. 

Rev. J. Bego. —It ifi in conformity with an Amendment before 
adopted. I dissent from the idea expressed, that it is nut desirable 
that the Church of Christ should be one. I think, we ought to aim 
at having one fold, as there is one Shepherd. I think, that is the 
nobler object to aim at; and it is for the purpose of keeping that 
idea before us throughout, that I think it necessary these w»)rds 
should be inserted. I differ respectfully from Mr. Noel, os to think 
ing there is anything inconsistent with our object in the |)ro]H>. 
sition. It is, I maintain, a nobler object: but not inconsistent 
with the one expressed. 

The Amendment tvas then put, and negatived. 

The Chairman. —The question now is that the clause do pass. 

Rev. A. King.—I beg to propose, as an Amendment, the first of 
the Propositions I have handed in. 

The Chairman. —What is the feeling of the fleeting, as to 
entertaining it a second time ? Is it your opinion, that this Amend¬ 
ment, having been put in tolo, and rejected, we should consider 
that part which refers to the present clause ? 

Hon. and Rev. B. W. Noel. —If they are in order, we should 
vote upon them. 

Rev. A. King. —I shall briefly state, why I urge this Amend¬ 
ment upon the consideration of the Conference. In the first place. 
I think there are several vogue expressions in the second Propo- 
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sition, which it would be exceedingly difficult to explain hereafter, 
though we may arrive at a tolerable understanding concerning them 
here. How are we to understand the second member of the Pro¬ 
position, “ To discourage all envyings, strifes, and divisions ?" 
What machinery are we to get up to repress controversy ? Then, 
with regard to the conclusion of this Proposition, I think it is a 
mere repetition of the conclusion of the foregoing. The Propo¬ 
sition I have submitted will present the great* idea, and avoid the 
evils I have pointed out. 

Rev. T. Greenfield seconded the Amendment, which was then 
put, and negatived. 

The Chairman. —The question is, that the clause do pass. 

Rev. C. Hargrove. —I feel constrained to make a very few ob¬ 
servations. The Resolution seems to me defective: indeed, I think, 
erroneous, in one respect. It puts before us the full accomplish¬ 
ment of our blessed Lord’s prayer; that is, the perfect Unity of 
the whole Church, as the object of the Alliance; which, in the con¬ 
viction of my own soul, I believe will only be effected by the 
Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. I do not at all mean to say, that 
I want to press my convictions on others: but 1 cannot assent to 
what is contradictory to my own convictions. I also think, it is 
inconsistent ; inasmuch as, while you put forth the full accom¬ 
plishment of our Lord’s prayer in the perfect Unity of the Church 
as your object, your Articles hinder this to a considerable extent, 
because there are a number of Christians excluded. A Brother 
here says, that he believes hundreds of Roman Catholics are true 


Christians : they cannot come among you. There are hundreds of 
Quakers true Christians: they cannot come among you. There 
are many Plymouth Brethren, so called, that cannot come among 
you. Then, if all these are hindered from coming among you, 
there are many saints that you hinder, by your own Articles, from 
effecting the object which you put before them. That, I think, 
is exceedingly wrong; I could not give my assent to this; and it is 
the only Article, I would say for myself, that I think to be untrue. 
I%the others, I can from my soul agree; I believe they are true; 
but I believe they have a stern aspect,—inasmuch as they tend to 
keep out those whom God has received. A dear Brother said, 
“ What is the bond in Heaven ?" it is this, “ Worthy is the Lamb 
that was slam.” But there are thousands taught to sing that song, 
to whom the door of the Alliance is not open; and I think it is 
contradictory to the paragraph, « the full accomplishment of His 

prayer.” I do not wish to divide the Assembly: all I want is to 
express my feeling. 
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Rev. A. D. Campbell. —I do not consider, that “ to seek the 
full accomplishment of that prayer ” is Scriptural. I believe it is 
reserved to the Second Coming of our Lord and Master Jesus 
Christ; and, to meet the feelings of Mr. Hargrove, I think these 
words (which I move as an Amendment) should be inserted,— 

“ After the words ‘ to seek,’—‘ as far as may be in the present dispensation.’ ” 

Rev. C. Hargrove. —I second that. 

Rev. C. Cook. —I think neither the Mover nor the Seconder 
would object to seek this consummation ? And I think to seek such 
a union is desirable. 

Rev. E. Bickersteth. —Perhaps, holding the views of Mr. 
Campbell and Mr. Hargrove upon the Pre-millennial Advent, I may 
say, I do not object to the phrase as it stands. I believe our Lord 
will come before the accomplishment of that object: bnt we are to 
seek it, by earnestly praying for it. 

Rev. T. Scales. —It is not this Article, but the Basis, that 
excludes the parties to whom Mr Hargrove has alluded. 

Rev. \V. W. Ewbank. —I humbly suggest to the Mover and 
Seconder of the Amendment, that, in using these words, we are 
simply following the example of St. Peter. Our Saviour distinctly 
prayed for the conversion of His murderers; and St. Peter did not 
think it wrong to preach to them earnestly—seeking, therefore, 
their conversion, by preaching: consequently, if our Saviour prayed 
for the union of all His disciples, we may instrumentally seek their 
union. 

The Amendment was then put, and negatived. 

The Chairman —The question is, that this clause, as it now 
stands, do pass. 

The Motion was carried. 

Rev. Dr. Steane. —There is a notice of a clause to be inserted 
between paragraphs 2 and 3, by the Rev. R. W. Overbury. Mr. 
Overbury gave notice of a Motion, which was referred to the Business 
Committee; and they have determined, that this is the place in 
which it shall be taken up. It is as follows:— 

“ That a further object of the Evangelical Alliance be, to promote, as far as in 
them lies, a more extensive agreement of views, as it regards those parts of 
their Lord's will, concerning which the Brethren united in this Confederation 
nt<present differ; and that this end be sought, —not by any attempt on the part 
of some of the Brethren to impose their views on others of the Brethren, nor 
by erecting among themselves any tribunal for the determination of matters of 
doctrine and discipline: but, Pint, by cherishing individually a just sense of 
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their need of a more perfect knowledge of the will of their Divine Redeemer; 
Secondly, by earnest, believing, united, and persevering prayer and supplica¬ 
tion for “ the Spirit of Truth ” to “ guide them into all Truthand Thirdly, 
by mutual conference from time to time, as suitable opportunities may arise.” 

And also, if the above Resolution be adopted, to make some verbal 
Amendments in Paragraphs 3 and 4. 

Rev. R. W. OvEKBURY.—I can assure you. Sir, it is with sin¬ 
cere diffidence, that I have taken upon myself the responsibility of 
moving the Resolution which has now been read; but I do so under 
a sense of duty. I might refer to the letter I wrote in tlie “ Chris¬ 
tian Reformer,” so long ago as the year 1840,—when I addressed a 
letter to the gentleman (I do not know ;vhether I do tvrong in 
stating it) who is now presiding, with so much ability, over our 
proceedings,—proposing something to the effect of that which is 
embodied in this Resolution. I beg to say, that, in very many of 
the sentiments which have been expressed, relative to the duty of 
cultivating brotherly love between Christians of different Denomi¬ 
nations, I heartily agree. I trust I can say, in the presence of 
God, that it is my continual endeavour to approach the throne of 
Divine Grace, and there to get my heart and spirit more and more 
filled with fhe fear of God, with the love of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and of all that love and serve Him, of every name and of every 
Denomination. But—whilst I feel the importance of cultivating 
this duty, and when I see the large space which this duty, the duty 
of recognising each other, occupies in the proceedings of this Con¬ 
vention—I cannot but think, that we should look a little more than 
we have done to Truth as well as Love. I believe, with that im¬ 
mortal bard, Milton, that, '* Truth came into the world with her 
Divine Master, and was a perfect form, most glorious to look upon. 
But when He had ascended to Heaven, and His apostles after Him 
were laid asleep, then arose a race of deceivers, who (as that Egyp¬ 
tian Typhon served that good God Osiris) took the fair virgin 
Truth, hewed her lovely form into a thousand pieces, and scattered 
them to the four winds of Heaven. From that time, ever since, 
the sad friends of Truth—such as durst appear, (imitating the con¬ 
duct of Isis towards the mangled body of Osiri.s) have gone up and 
down in the Earth—gathering together the limbs one by one, as 
they were able to find them.” 

Rev. Dr. Morison. —I rjse to order. I just submit, whether 
we are to hear long historical discussions ? We want to come to 
the business of the day. 

Rev. J. Angele James. —That point has been partly deter¬ 
mined before. 
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The Chairman. —I think our friend had better abstain from 
going into these long discussions. 

Rev. Anderson humbly submitted,— inasmuch as some 
friends thought it a matter of importance, and the Meeting had 
pledged itself partly to the adoption of this principle,—that the 
Meeting would not prevent discussion. 

Rev. W. Bevan. —This Meeting will not prevent discussion on 
objects legitimately bearing on the question. But I implore our 
Brethren to bear in mind, that we have not now to do with dilata¬ 
tion of sentiment, but with the transaction of business. I trust, if 
this Motion be proceeded in, we shall have its proper merits discussed 
us speedily as possible. 

Rev. R. W. OvERBURV.—It is not my intention to lengtlien out 
remarks that do not bear on the business: but I do regard it, and 
will regard it, as one object of the Alliance, that it should imitate 
the conduct of Isis, in gathering up those fragments of Truth 
which have been spread abroad among various Denominations of 
Christians; that we might ultimately admire “her perfect form, 
most glorious to look upon.” 1 know not how far distant it may 
be; but I look forward to the full unity of the people of God, for 
which our Saviour prayed. The first point of differende was with 
regard to circumstantials. (Cries of “ Question.’’) It is a sense of 
duty that leads me to address you. I believe God will bring His 
people to see more eye to eye than they have done, on important 
points of practical Christian duty. Having said this to explain the 
object of my Resolution, I feel I shall have satisfied my conscience, 
in having brought the matter before the Conference. I do not 
know whether any Brother is prepared to second the Resolution. 

J. Hamilton, Esq.—I second this Amendment; and, in so 
doing, will say a few words. I wish to express the strong con¬ 
viction on my mind, of the importance of the Alliance recognising 
a union in Truth as well as in Love. I find a great want of that in 
the Resolutions; and it appears to me, that there is a serious short¬ 
coming in that respect. 

Rev. Dr. F. A. Cox.—One word, I think, may satisfy the Mover. 
We have, in this elaborate Resolution, partly included what is now 
proposed; especially in the prayer, “ That they all may be one,’'— 
that is to say, one i» every sense. 

Rev. W. France. —You ought to express what you have im¬ 
plied ^ that we should seek together a fuller conformity to the Word 
of God. This appears to be the idea of the Mover. 

Hon. and Rev. B. W. Noel. —I think our Scotch Brethren 
roust feel, that—as a matter of practical wisdom and common pru- 
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dence—it is not wise to commit ourselves to a Resolution, which 
would set five hundred gentlemen of different opinions discussing 
ad infinitum. 

Rev. W. Andjbsson observed, that the first suggestion referred 
to Prayer for the outpouring of the Spirit of Truth: discussion was 
not in his mind, unless, in the Providence of God, it should be 
thought desirable* 

After some further conversation, the Motion was put, and 
negatived. 

Rev. Dr. Steane read the third Proposition:— 

“ That, in furtherance of this object, the Alliance shall receive such information 
respecting the progress of vital Religion in all parts of the World as Christian 
Brethren may be disposed to communicate; and that a correspondence be 
opened and maintained with Christian Brethren in different parts of the 
World,—especially with those who may be engaged, amidst peculiar difficulties 
and opposition, in the cause of the Gospel,—in order to afford them all suitable 
encouragement and sympathy, and to diffuse an interest in their welfare." 

Rev. Dr. Massie, —Sir Culling, I will endeavour to avoid any 
prolixity, or any preface to the Resolution which has now been 
read. It has all of it been, with the exception of a single sentence, 
before the Aggregate Committee for months; it has been carefully 
considered, and most unanimously adopted. It is not a miscella¬ 
neous dotting down of ideas, hereafter to be modified; but it is a 
matter which has received the deliberate judgement of the Executive 
and of the Aggregate Committees of this Alliance. An addition 
has been made to it, in consequence of the suggestion of our valued 
Brethren from America ; and that addition will no doubt commend 
itself to the assembly when I point it out. “ That, in furtherance 
of this object, the Alliance shall receive such information respecting 
the progress of vital Religion in all parts of the World as Christian 
Brethren may be disposed to communicate.” We have been urged 
by our friends out of the Alliance, to specify some objects that we 
are to pursue,—to give some definite indication of the work we are 
to accomplish when we are united ; and those who have thought the 
most carefully over it, and have met the most frequently to de¬ 
liberate, have concluded, that it is better to move slowly in the 
specification of objects to be attained ns the result of organization, 
than to anticipate objects—which might occasion much difficulty. 
They have fixed upon those objects, which are, by a particuW 
paragraph, submitted to your consideration, as not likely to cause 
much division, as likely to promote fraternal sympathy, as likely 
to increase the spirit of prayer, as likely to give us something to 
pray for, in reference to specific objects. When we look to the 
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representatives of Christianity suffering in the Canton de Vaud; 
when we look to the representatives of Evangelical Truth in 
Belgium and in France, who are labouring in the midst of many 
difficulties; and know how our liearts have been gladdened while 
we listened to their communications; and when we consider what 
may be the influence of such a Confederation as this, not only upon 
their hearts when they are engaged' in the work ; but upon those 
individuals (whether in authority or out of it) who obstruct their 
progress;—when we consider these things, I think the communi¬ 
cation not only of sympathy in words, but of what is implied in 
the word encouragement —arising from the measures which our 
Alliance will promote hereafter,—we may anticipate much that 
will fill the hearts of the Members of the Alliance with gratitude, 
and cause them to rejoice in the work of the Lord. 

Kev. Dr. Baird. —I have great pleasure in seconding the 
Resolution. I have, from the first, taken a deep interest in this 
effort for Christian Union, and have believed it practicable. Though 
there are many difficulties in the way, I am satisfied, from the spirit 
I have seen manifested on this occasion, that it is in the power 
of the Brethren who form' this Evangelical Alliance, by perse¬ 
verance, and prayer,—with God’s blessing on their energies,—to 
bring about such a state of things as the World never saw. 
Of this I am sure,—if by their own example, by their conver¬ 
sation, and by their public discourses, and by the pen, they will 
bring their influence to bear,—it cannot be many years before we 
shall see, throughout the Evangelical Churches, such a state of things 
as the World has never witnessed. Let every Brother in Christ, 
when he returns to his place of le’.oui, return with a firm deter¬ 
mination, that there shall not be a itlinister of Jesus Christ in his 
neighbourhood, with whom he will not have some friendly inter¬ 
course, and, as far as possible, co-operate in promoting this cause. 
Let him, as far as his conscience will permit, commit himself to 
it. Let him bring his people into intimate intercourse at the Lord’s 
table. Let them engage in direct efforts to build up the kingdom 
of Christ with all heartiness: and I am sure it is practicable. 

1 have seen the illustration of this in my own country. My friend 
from Bangor, in Maine, stated what he had seen—what he had shared 
in. I have seen the same, in many cases, throughout the United 
States. It has fallen to my lot, for almost twenty years, to be en. 
gaged, in public employments; and they have brought me in contact 
with Christians of every Evangelical Denomination in the United 
States, and on the Continent of Europe. I have spent nearly eight 
years in my own country ; and have been brought into connexion 
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with Churches of various names: and there is not a Church, of any 
Evangelical Denomination, in whose pulpit I have not preached 
many times, and some of whose members I have not met around 
the family altar. 1 know the unity of the Church. I know it 
exists there. And so it does on the Continent of Europe. And, 
if Brethren will go home with a determination to make their 
influence felt, they will see changes in their respective neighbour* 
hoods that Ih-e truly delightful. 

This Resolution refers to the collection of information from various 
parts of the World, respecting the Kingdom of Christ. Allow me to 
say, for one, that I wish we had in the United States, and that you 
had in England, one Religious Paper, that would give us the tout 
ensemble of the progress of Religious Truth throughout the World. 
We have sixty or eighty Papers; many of them have a vast circula¬ 
tion—some exceeding that of the pollticalJournals; but we have not 
a Journal that gives the intelligence we want, respecting the Kingdom 
of Christ in all its Branches. I want a Paper that will tell me, what 
is doing by all the Branches of Christ’s Church, both great and 
small; I want to feel an interest in them; I want to know the 
progress of Religion among Baptists as much as among Presbyterians. 

I want to know the progress everywhere,—even among the smallest 
Denominations. I hope we may live to see the day, when there 
will he a general assembly on that broad principle, which will make 
Christians know what is doing by every Branch of ‘he Church. 

One other idea: this Resolution refers to sympathy with those 
that are oppressed and suflering. This I like exce‘ dingly. I hope 
one influence of this . illiance u i'' ., to establish firmly tiie principle 

of the right to p-each (Jhrist’s Gospel in all paiua of the World. 
Your own imroort.il Y’ilberforce a. ’ Sir 'Uiair. Grant maintained 
that principle twenty years ago, in i.ference to India; they took 
the ground, that—when Christ sends forth his Ministers to preach 
the Gospel, no human Government has a right to prevent them. 
They may have the power, but they have not the right. I wish, that 
this should be asserted by the Alliance. The right to preach the 
Gospel everywhere ought to be recognised by a Christian Government. 

I will not press that subject, but I throw it out. If we accomplish 
nothing but that by this Alliance, we shall accomplish a great 
work. 

Lastly, I do hope, that the establishing of the Alliance, not by 
attempting to fuse Denominations, but in the way of impulse and 
excitement, will lead to a great diffusion of Religion at home, and 
to its extension abroad. I look to the revival of Evangelical Piety 
in the British Churches, in consequence of this movement; and I 
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look forward to the influence, that must be exerted, ere long, on 
Papal Countries. On this I will not dilate; but I beg you to 
remember, that we live in times when it is important to carry the 
Gospel to Papal Countries. We want more Jove, to carry the 
Gospel to those countries, and to meet Rome in her own dominions. 

It is far easier to do it there, than in our own dominions. And, if 
it be not a result of this great Alliance, that the Protestant Evan¬ 
gelical Churches shall awake to the importance of carrying the 
Gospel into Papal lands, and thus make the Reformation to re¬ 
commence its triumphs, we shall fail in accomplishing one great 
object. 

The Proposition was then put, and carried. 

Rev. Dr. Steanb read the fourth Proposition:— 

" That in subserviency to the grand object already intimated, tbe expectation is 
cherished, that the Alliance will exert a beneficial influence on the advance¬ 
ment of Christianity in various important respects; such as counteracting the 
effiirts of Popery, and other forms of Superstition and Infidelity, and pro¬ 
moting thmr common Protestant Faith in this and other Countries; and that, 
with this view, it is deemed necessary to obtain correct information on such 
subjects as the following, namely :— 

1. The facts bearing on the growth of Popery. 

2. The State of Infidelity, and the form which it assumes in the present day. 

3. The fects relating to the Public Observance of the Lord’s Day, 

4. The amount of the existing means of Christian Education. 

It being understood, that, in the following up the enquiries to be thus made, ' 
and in promoting these and similiar objects, the Alliance contemplates chiefly 
the stimulating of Christians to such efforts as the exigencies of the case may 
demand, by giving forth its views in regard to them, rather than carrying out 
those views by an organization of its own,” 

Rev. J. Angell Jasies. —As I am not prone tu prolixity myself, 
nor fond of it in others, I shall give utterance to no more than is 
necessary for the briefest exposition of this Resolution. It begins 
with a declaration, in which I believe we are all prepared to agree, 
that the great object of the Alliance is Union for the sake of cul¬ 
tivating Brotherly Love. This is distinctively put forth as an 
introductory paragraph. It then goes on to state, that we propose 
to ourselves certain modes of action, founded on information care, 
fully collected for this purpose. Most modestly, the Resolution 
cherishes the expectation only. We say nothing of what we will 
do, or can do; but simply declare to the World, that we cherish an 
expectation, that we shall be able to act in a certain direction. 
Perhaps, to some gentlemen, this might seem to savour too much of 
modesty and caution. To my judgement it is wisdom. We do not 
stand before the Public, vaunting of what we can do, or what we 
will do ; but only stating what we expect to accomplish. 
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Then we go on to say, that information is to be collected on 
certain points, vitally important to the great object of our Confedera¬ 
tion. It will be admitted by us all, that, although we do ptjssess 
considerable information on all these points, which might seem to 
many sufficient, without our endeavouring to get more—yet we are 
to proceed on information gathered by ourselves. We take action 
upon such information as we ourselves collect, and do not get our 
reports from other quarters. “ 1st. The facts bearing on the growth 
of Popery; 2nd. The state of Infidelity, and the form which it 
assumes in the present day ; 3rd. The facts relating to the Public 
Observance of the Lord’s Day; 4th. The amount of the existing 
means of Christian Education.” No one will question the importance 
of any one of these topics. 

The concluding remark is intended to guard us from the imputa¬ 
tion, to which we should otherwise be exposed, of merely forming 
another Society, and adding to the multitude already in existence. 
We therefore repudiate the idea. It is not, in the proper sense of 
the term, another Society we intend to form ; but to stimulate those 
already formed to the discharge of the duties which form their ap¬ 
propriate sphere of action. 

Here, then, is the acknowledgement of brotherly love, the objects 
we are to seek, and the means by which they are to be attained. 
I feel, that, without action, the emotion would subside. But we 
are, in our future progress, to be cautious; and it will be evident to 
all, that this is our object. I am aware, that we shall not satisfy 
our eager friends in the Alliance by this cautious action. But I 
am as sure as I can be of anything, that you will find this the 
wisest course. We can enlarge at any time our sphere of action, 
and expedite progress, mtich more easily than we can go back from 
ground we have already taken. 

Now the thing speaks for itself: it is in the hands of every 
gentleman, who can form his own opinion. I rejoice to find, that 
you have no notice but one of an Amendment; what others may be 
produced, I cannot say; but it is one which, if it had been in the 
Original Resolution, I should have had no objection to move. I 
hope, however, we shall carry this Proposition during the morning’s 
discussion. 

The Rev. J. G. Oncken. —I beg to second this Proposition. 
Though a Foreigner cannot make speeches he can express the feel¬ 
ings of his heart; and it is the feeling of my heart I now express. 
I rejoice in the formation of the Alliance. I was asked, would it 
do good? It has done much good al.'eady. I have spent here 
delightful moments in communion with my Brethren; and the 

R 
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Alliance has afforded already a desirable occasion for Brethren in 
different communities, with whom I have been brought into closer 
intimacy and brotherly union. The Lutheran Ministers have 
shown me much kindness, as a proof of the fact of our union. 
I can only express my gratitude to the Lord, that such an Alliance 
has been formed. 

I fully concur in the Resolution I am seconding. It will direct 
the attention of the Christian Public, in Great Britain, and 
throughout the World, more to the Continent of Europe,—to 
which, I am afraid, the attention of British Christians has not been 
sufficiently directed. This Resolution states, that information will 
be sought after in regard to Popery; that Popery, and Superstition, 
and Infidelity may be opposed. Now those who are most inti¬ 
mately acquainted with the state of the Continent, will be able, on 
all these points, to lay important information before this Alliance; 
and, by the spread of that information, your Christian Public will 
be more interested in the spread of the Gospel in Europe. It is 
my conviction in regard to Popery, that—so far as Germany is con¬ 
cerned—Popery is not spreading. But—while that is my convic¬ 
tion, on the one hand—it is evident, on the other, that Infidelity is 
assuming a far more formidable form than it has ever done. I will 
not make the assertion, that Infidelity as to numbers has increased 
in Germany; but it is assuming a much more bold and determined 
form, and leads us back in thought to the History of France before 
the Revolution. It now boldly denies the great principles of Re¬ 
velation ; it denies the Deity of Christ, and the Inspiration of the 
Scriptures, and everything that is dear and sacred to the heart of a 
Christian. Even a bold mockery is made of the things on which 
we rest our everlasting all. I will only allude to one fact that 
occurred in the city in which I reside. There has been a public 
announcement of a performance to take place in a public-house, 
“ when Mr. So and So will give a conversation he had with the 
Devil in Hell." These things have been publicly announced in 
the papers on Saturday, as to be performed on the following Sun¬ 
day. QThis statement evidently produced a great sensation in the 
Meeting.] 

Now, twenty or twenty-five years ago, such a thing could not 
have taken place at Hamburgh: but it is my conviction, that 
Infidels are no longer afraid to come forth decidedly with their 
principles. 

The Chaibman. —We are discussing, not so much the spread of 
Infidelity, as whether we shall take measures to counteract it. 

The Rev. J. G. Oncken. —I am glad it is one of the objects of 
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the Alliance, to assail Popery and Infidelity, and to promote the 
Protestant faith. I believe the extension of it is the only means 
which, by the blessing of God, will ensure the great and glorious 
triumph of the Son of God over the Man of Sin. I rejoice, that 
the weapons which this Alliance has to employ are not carnal but 
spiritual; and therefore mighty to pull down strong holds. We 
have had some little experience of it—opposed as we have been, 
both by the Ecclesiastical and the Civil power. In promoting the 
extension of the Church of Christ, we may effect much by the 
feeblest instrumentality—if we go forth in the strength of the 
Lord, and with the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of the 
everlasting God, 

When I stood up last in this Hall, in the year 1828,1 was con¬ 
nected with the Continental Society. I began, in connexion with 
that, my labours on the Continent, and you will be interested a little 
to hear, that—though I began with fear and trembling in the first 
effort I made at Hamburg— 

The Chairman. —Our friend must not enter on these large 
details. Time is very precious; and we are agreed as to the object 
to be aimed at. 

Rev. Dr. Urwick. —Perhaps Mr. Oncken can send to the Com¬ 
mittee further information f 

Rev. J. G. Oncken. —I rejoice in the means proposed to stimu¬ 
late Christian men in the propagation of the Christian Faith on the 
Continent. I can only say what an encouragement it has been to 
me personally, to receive letters from Christian Brethren in Eng¬ 
land and America, when I have been persecuted for Christ’s sake. 
If nothing more can be done for Christian Brethren in Holland and 
Denmark, where they are suffering in bonds, than to send them 
friendly words, and assure them that the Alliance prays for them, 
it will be a great means of strengthening them. 

Rev. Dr. Steane read all the Amendments proposed on this 
Resolution, which W'ere as follow:— 

Rev. James Beog moved. Rev. A. D. Campbell seconded,— 

" That the words, ‘ the expectation is cherished that,’ be omitted, and that between 
the words ‘ will ’ and ‘ exert,’ the words ‘ endeavour to ’ be inserted." 

Carried. 

The second Amendment, of which notice had been given by the 
Rev. James Begg, was pro lent, withdrawn. 

Rev. C. Prest moved, Rev. Dr. Jknkyn seconded,— 

That after the four subjects specified, the following be inserted as No. 5 : ‘ The 
state and prospects of Protestant Missions.’" 

R 2 
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Carried. 

Rev. J. B. Gbry moved, Rev, Dr. Dempster seconded,— 

“ That the Article No. 2 be No. 1, and No. 1 become No. 2.” 

The Amendment was n^tived. 

Rev. A. Thomson moved. Rev. W. W. Ewbank seconded,— 

“ That for the words, ‘ counteracting the efforts of Poper)', and other forms of Super¬ 
stition and Infidelity,’ the following words be substituted: * counteracting the 
efforts of Infidelity, and of Popery, and other forms of Superstition.’ ” 

Carried. 

Rev. Dr. F. A. Cox moved. Rev. Emerson Andrews seconded,— 

“ That the following words be omitted, ‘ and promoting their common Protestant 
fiuth in this and other countries.’" 

The Amendment was negatived. 

These Amendments were discussed at considerable length, as 
they were successively brought forward; and several of the Breth¬ 
ren expressed their views—especially on the subject of Popery, 
whether it were really increasing or no, and as to what degree of 
prominence should be given to opposition to Popery in the course 
of enquiry and action that was proposed for the Alliance: but as, 
by a subsequent vote of the Conference, the Resolution and all the 
Amendments were referred to a special Committee, upon whose 
Report a Resolution in a different form was finally adopted, it 
seems desirable to pass very briefly over discussions, the objects of 
which were ultimately set aside; and only to record a few speeches, 
which, from peculiar circumstances, np{iear to possess a more per¬ 
manent interest. 

The first Amendment calling for a stronger expression of deter¬ 
mined opposition to Popery, the following remarks were made 
among others:— 

Rev. Dr. Smyth. —We united, many of ns, as Members of this 
Alliance, not only in the confident expectation, but with the de¬ 
cided intention of doing what we could,—not by any carnal wea¬ 
pons, or by mere secular wisdom, but in the .Spirit of Christ,—to 
counteract the efforts of Popery; and I conceive, with all submis¬ 
sion to this Meeting, that we very much stultify ourselves, if we 
return home to our respective flocks, and declare, that the Evan- 
gelioal Alliance has given forth no testimony whatever against the 
encroachments of the Man of Sin, the Son of Perdition, whose 
gigantic power in the latter days, it is the bounden duty of every 
Christian, and Body of Christians, to withstand to the very utmost. 
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But I do submit, that—as Christian men, believing from the oracles 
of God, that Popery is not of Christ—we should do something to 
testify against this evil. 

Rev. S. A. Walkek. —Upon these subjects I may be expected 
to feel considerable interest. In Ireland the idea is, generally 
speaking, amongst those who have not joined us, that it is im¬ 
possible for us to unite against Popery. I think we ought to give 
a decided opinion on the subject. I feel no impossibility about it. 
It is one of my highest anticipations regarding the Alliance, that 
something will be done in that country, to promote the object we 
have in view; and the stronger we speak upon the subject, the 
more we shall commend ourselves to every one that feels as I do. 

Rev. W. Johnstone _I think we ought to say something very 

decided on the subject. I do not see any difficulty in the way of 
the Alliance .. ting in Ireland. I will tell you a simple plan by 
which you caii act. You can circulate Tracts; it is a mean that 
is most likely to be useful: and, if this Alliance goes forward, 
stating that we have come to a general Resolution on the subject, 
and are determined to carry light and truth among the people,—we 
can do so at once. As my friend Mr. Walker has said, we looked 
upon it as most joyful, that it might act on Ireland. While the 
Legislature is trying to do something for Ireland, Religious People 
should try to do something for it: and they would do more by 
bringing the Doctrines we have united to sustain to bear on the 
population of Ireland, by preaching or publications, than the Legis¬ 
lature can do. We migfil do something; and I wish us to say. We 
will c\o something; and then to act promj)tly. 

The Eaui. of Roden then rose and addressed the Meeting, and 
was listened to with deep interest.—1 really feel I am taking upon 
myself an office for which I am altogether unfit. 1 ought not, per¬ 
haps, to offer any opinion in the presence of such eminent Ministers 
of the Gospel of my Lord and Master Jesus Christ; but this con¬ 
versation having turned towards that part of the Country in irhich 
I live, I cannot help saying a word upon the matter brought before 
you in the Amendment. When I was first asked to belong to this 
Evangelical Alliance, and when the grounds, the nature, and the 
objects of that Alliance were laid before me, I will freely confess, 
that the feature which arrested my attention most of all,—after 
the one great object of the Union of all classes and Denominations 
of those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity and in truth, 
—was this; that it would hear of no compromise with anything what¬ 
soever that was admitted to be an error by the Christian Church. I 
therefore expected, and I still hope, that it will be ever considered 
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by the Members of this Conference, that Popery is one of the 
greatest errors with which we have to contend in the days in which 
we live^ As such, I trust, those eminent men, in whose presence 
I am now proud to have the Itonor of speaking, will not be back¬ 
ward in taking every means in their power to oppose Popery, which 
is now extending itself in so gigantic a manner, not only in our 
own Country, but throughout Europe. I trust, you will not now 
hesitate to unite together, in opposition to that system, as Members 
of this Alliance: it being, in my mind, one of the greatest errors 
which has ever been introduced into the Church. 

I heard, with the greatest satisfaction, the speeches <leUvered at 
our Meeting yesterday by the eminent men who addressed you. 
I was overjoyed at that spirit which pervaded the whole of that 
Meeting. It was to me an earnest of what I hardly expected to 
see again, and which I once thought I saw and loved in the British 
and Foreign Bible Society. It was an earnest to me of what I 
have longed to see all my life; a real heartfelt union of my 
Protestant fellow countrymen of every Denomination. I have 
heard, with the greatest pleasure, to-day, some addre.sses made to 
vou by the Reverend (Jentlemen now in the nami ; and jjarticularly 
one of the Reverend Gentleman from America, who has given a 
counsel which I trust we shall all follow ; that, when we .separate 
from this Conference, and each go to our seversd stations in dif¬ 
ferent Countries, we shall there remember the objects which have 
brought us together in this City, and endeavour to diffuse, amongst 
those who have not been permitted to enjoy with ourselves the 
privilege of meeting here, that love and that union which here have 
so much prevailed. 

I heard also, witli great pleasure, the language of one Gentleman, 
with respect to the subject you are now discussing. 1 agree with 
him, that it is our Imunden duty, as an Evangelical Alliance, to 
use every means in our power,—whether by a strong or by a 
moderate expression of our feelings sis to Popery,—to show, that, at 
all events, this is one of the evils,—if we do nut consider it as the 
greatest,—to which the Alliance ought to direct its attention. 

I have heard a very interesting and very important s{)eech from 
another Brother, tvho has come from Hamburg, and who has given 
a lamentable description of some parts of Germany, with respect to 
Infidelity. What i have stated with regard to Popery, I would 
equally apply to Infidelity, when we find it in the particular parts 
of the Country in which it prevails. We may Ihs charged with 
being violent, and with using strong expressions : Init what signifies 
itf if our consciences testify that we are not guilty. 
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It has been tny happy lot to experience for years, in that Country 
where I dwell, dear Ireland, a kind of Goshen, with which, perhaps, 
not many whom I have the honour to addrc.s.s are acquainted. For, 
though in the midst of much trial and trouble, God has placed me 
in communion with dear Brethren of all Denominations—all who 
profess the Protestant Faith—so that we have met together week 
after week, and sometimes day after day. Not only have we had 
conversation one with another,—not only have we had private com¬ 
munion ; hut we have together bent our knees at the Throne of 
Grace,—sometimes a Presbyterian Minister ministering to us,— 
sometimes a Minister of an Independent Church,—sometimes a 
Minister of the Church of England, to which I belong,—and some¬ 
times a Baptist. 'I'hat has been the case in our corner of the wil¬ 
derness, where, for years, I may say, though it be in Ireland, we 
have had something of that which you are seeking: and I only 
wish, that you may enjoy the happiness in it, which I have had the 
privilege of enjoying in the circumstances in which I am placed. I 
have thus taken the liberty of offering myself t«r your notice. 1 
can only say, that I wish you, from the bottom of my heart, God 
speed. 

The Chaih.man. —May 1 express my joy, that a large Iwdy of 
my fellow’ Christians, with whom 1 am connected as a Dissenter, 
have had the opportunity of meeting, and knowing better, Lord 
Rotlen. 

After some remarks from Hev. J. Mann, and Hev T. Scales, 

Ilcv. T. Froissaki) sitid,—Though it is for the first time that I 
speak in such a respectable Assembly, and I feel nervous in ad- 
dn'ssing you : yet I feel at home. I have identified myself so much 
with you, that, while I listened with all my lieart to what you said, 
it seemcil almost as if I were speaking myself through your 
speeches. I very much regret not having risen before, in support of 
your Basis, that Evangelical Basis, which is the rock on which this 
.Alliance is founded, and which meets my entire and hearty approba¬ 
tion. 1 do really regret to rise in sujiport of a much less popular 
Motion than the lust. 1 believe, that the Evangelical Alliance has 
two cliicf objects in view ;—the first is, the Alliance itself; and the 
second, the different works it intends to accomplish. In my opinion, 
the ground is unobjectionable. Our Meetings, during all these 
days, lnu^t have been the acknowledgement of an Evangelical 
Alliance ; and it seems to me, at the same time, that, with r^rd 
to the different works which this Alliance is to accomplish, we ought 
not to be hasty in deciding upon them. I do not pretend to say, 
that we are the whole Church of Christ: but I do hope in my 
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heart, we are a part of Christ's Churcli. Now, there is in Christ's 
Church a power which is given from above, through which it may 
accomplish great works : but we ought not to be hasty in defining 
them. As for myself, I must own, tliat any expressions that are 
vague, indefinite, and general, would be preferred by me to any 
definite expression: because we should like to leave to the future, 
the power that this assembly may receive from above, to define 
more maturely those purposes. Therefore, I would vote for the 
maintenance of the Article, us it has been stated in the printed 
paper. With this feeling, I shall take the liberty of withdrawing 
an Amendment' which I proposed, but upon which 1 want to say a 
few words. I was ready to propose to expunge the word Popery ; 
—not that I wish to suppress the idea, the intcntit>n—but the 
word. 

After .some remarks from the Rev. A. Munro, 

Rev. Dr. Bustino said,—It w'ould remain a burden on my mind, 
if 1 did not expresi some sentiment on this important question. I 
suspect no Brother of pusillanimity in advocating the expression us 
it now stands ; for I will give every man credit for a <lc8ire to go 
as far a.s he thinks the general advantage rvill jiermit. But 1 must 
be allowed to say, there is, in the expressions wi* emplov, consi¬ 
derable retrocession from the sentiments and phraseology adopted in 
an earlier Meeting. I do not object, all things considered, to that 
retrocession, as far as it has gone. I believe it was necessary that 
we should take advantage of the farther light we are deriving in 
our proceedings, as to wliat i.s practicable and attainable in the way of 
collective action ; and, when we found that there were a large 
number of highly revered and respected friends, who could not 
quite take the views which some of us had taken, it was right to 
meet them. We ought to consider one another ; to defer, as much 
la possible, to each other’s particular views; hut, ns we have gone so 
far in retrocession, I think our friends ought notr to meet us. It 
was a great retrocession, to depart from avowed opposition to 
Popery, and the determination to enter a Scriptural Protest against 
it,—merely to come down to tlic statement, that we were ready to 
enquire into the facts. Many of us would not need to enquire; 
there are facts enough before us. I take iny stand on the Fotirth 
Article—the doctrine of Justification by Faith alone. Are you not 
prepared to protest against everything that denies that doctrine? 
VVe "have retroceded;—we have conceded largely, joyfully, to the 
opinion of some Brethren, by consenting to come to new enquiries 
into the facts affecting the growth of Popery. Is there not Popery 
enough in the world already ? Suppose it is not growing ; is it not 
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rampant enough for us to come forward, and to make known, that we 
consider it an Antichristian system ? But,—when we have come 
to the low ground of enquiry into facts as to its growth,—surely 
you will meet us? But let us have the strong expression of 
‘ endeavouring' to counteract it. I have no desire to influence the 
opinion of the Meeting: but I think it is due to my own feelings, 
on the ground I have had to take in former Meetings, to be per¬ 
mitted to expre.ss my own strong opinion. 

Rev. W. M'Ilwaise.—A s I must leave for Belfast to-day, I 
feel it my duty to beg permission to relieve my own mind on this 
•subject. I recollect, when the Resolutions of %he Liverpool 
C’oiiference came to my band, (having been derived of the 
opportunity of attending,) I read each speech with great difficulty, 
arising from the effects produced upon my own heart. 1 never 
recollect shedding so many tears of joy, in the course of reading 
anything in the same compass, in all iny life. And what was it that 
I associated with all this ? I thought I saw, prospectively, the 
deliverance of my native land from the greatest curse that ever 
was, or ever will be, inflicted upon it. When God made man, did 
He not make him for activity ? Did He not put him in a garden 
to cultivate it ? When the bones i'.i the valley of vision were 
gathered logeiher, they stood up an army. 1 will not occupy the 
Meeting five minutes ; but I wish to exjiress my own conscientious 
views in reference (o this matter. I have no idea of a milk and 
water system in reference to Popery; it has never done: it never 
will do. I approve of the .\mendment, that “endeavour to do" be 
put in the jdace of the phra.se already used. I was about to say 
also, that I think, fur my part at least, 1 am under an obligation to 
endeavour, arising from a portion of the Divine Word ; “ Now the 
Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall 
depart from the faith.” You all know what is tlte conclusion of 
the jiaragraph :—“ If thou put the Brethren in remembrance of 
these, things, thou shalt be a gotrd Minister of .Tesus Christ, nourished 
up in the words of truth and of good doctrine.” I feel a conviction on 
my mind—an obligation upon my mind: and when, I take into 
consideration that Ireland is the grand sent of Popery in this 
Empire ; that, if it stand there, it will stand in every place ; if it 
go down there, it will go down in every land ;— when I first read 
of the Alliance, the first thought was, that it would take some 
proper mca.sures to circulate Tracts, and devise plans to oppose the 
evil and Jesuitism that is growing and counteracting us jn every 
part of the land. W'heii 1 look at the Articles, I find we are 
bound, by maintaining the right of Private Judgement, and the 
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doctrine of Jastidcation by Faitli, to set ourselves against Popery in 
every form. 

Rev. J. Angell James. —If it will stop discussion, I will 
adopt the word “ endeavour.’’ I see the feeling of the Meeting is 
in favour of it; and, from the beginning, it has rather had the pre¬ 
ference of my own mind. 

Rev. Dr. F. A. Cox moved, as an Amendment— 

" To omit the words—‘ Promote their Common Protestant Faith in this and other 

countries.’" 

He thought we were not sufficiently agreed, as to what constituted 
ihe Common Protestant Faith, to pledge ourselves to anything of 
this nature. He objected to that phrase. 

Hon. and Rev. Baptist Xokl said, in rejtly,—That which all 
Protestants believe must be a Common Protestant Foi/A.—That 
which they all believe, is something they believe in common ; and 
that which they believe in common, i.s their Common Protestant 
Faith. To more than that, the Resolution does not pledge us. 
Will it not give us a very unhappy aspect before the World, if they 
could say, we are such destructives, that we will oppose Popery, 
Infidelity, and other forms of Superstition, but csui substitute 
nothing in their stead The Romanist has always said, that we 
can build up nothing, because we have nothing in common to build. 

Rev. A. D. Campbell. —I coincide in what Mr. Noel has 
stated ; and I press upon my Brethren the necessity of maintaining 
what we have already recorded. When ne recorded a strong Re. 
solution at Liverpool, it produced a powerful effect in all parts of 
the World. “ Whereto we have already attained, let us walk by 
the same rule, let us mind the same thing.” 

Rev. T. Binxey.—I n reference to the Resolution and the 
Amendments proposed ; it appears to me, that the Alliance is 
taking a different character from what I contemplated. It is not 
the thing which I expected. It is said, that one Article is an 
American question; another is a Scotch question; another is an 
Irish question ; and another is English. I feel myself considerably 
impressed with these suggestions. I should have preferred, if we 
could have had a real Evangelical Alliance, formed upon the sim¬ 
ple doctrine of Justification by Faith alone; leaving these dif¬ 
ferent objects to the influence of love, operating upon us in all our 
intercourse. 

Tlie CiiAiBMAN.—If the speaker has not given notice before¬ 
hand, the first thing is, to tay what his Motion is. 
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Rev. T. Binney. —My Motion is, 

“ Tlmt these Articles be taken up serialim," 

I said the other day, that I had had great hesitation in signing the 
Articles, because there was phraseology which I doubted whether I 
could receive : but I signed them, because I was coming to discuss 
the points, and to endeavour to carry Amendments. It now takes 
a different form; and I shall have to consider whether I can 
remain. The effect of the remarks this morning has been, to turn 
us into an Irish Evangelical Society. We have talked this morn¬ 
ing, as if Ireland were the great point, of all others, to which we 
must direct our attention. Then the additional Article has been 
an American Question, which has been discussed for three days. 
The Article relating to the observance of the Lord’s Day, is very 
much of a Scotch Question. I do not think we are all agreed 
about the Lord’s Day: and so with regard to Christian Education. 

I should like them ])ut singly, and to have a little consideration 
about them. 1 do not see, why these particular things should have 
been selected out of the vast variety of forms of Christian action. 
I do not see, particularlv, what you have to do with the Lord’s 
Day. 

Mr. Binney was proceeding to speak upon this subject, when 
the Chairman reminded him, that he must speak to the question, 
whether these Articles are to be taken serialim ; ho could not now 
refer to the question of the Sabbath, or anything else. 

Rev. T. Binnky.—I propose— 

“ That each of the patticulara be taken up seriatim” 

Rev. Dr. BKAt;.MONT. —I second it. 

Rev. Dr. S. H. Cox made some remarks in reference to what 
had fallen from Mr. Binney. 

[These Brethren afterwards exchanged satisfactory explanations.] 

Rev. Dr. Amier.—I confess, I am greatly surprised at many 
things I have heard in connexion with these Articles. We are 
pledging ourselves to nothing. We want correct information, that 
we may act as wise men. 

Professor E.mory.— I hope, that there will be no objection to take 
up the points in order ? otherwise some persons, who object only to a 
single point, tvill be obliged to object to all. It will harmonixe our 
views most, to take them up in order. I think, that this is the most 
important point at which we have arrived, for it is a practical 
point. 
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Rev. C. Cook called attention to Dr. Alder’s suggestion. 

The Chairman. —The Question is, that the heads, upon which 
information is to be obtained, be gone into seriatim. 

The Motion was put, and carried. 

Rev. Dr. Massik. —I move— 

" That the Earl of Roden be added to the list of Vice-Chairmen, to preside over 
the deliberations of the Conference.” 

Rev. Dr. Bunting. —I am happy to second that Motion. I am 
glad that there are saints in Caesar’s household. 

The Motion was carried. 

Rev. Field Flowers engaged in prayer. 

The Conference adjourned to Ten o’Clock on Thursday morning. 
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The Conference re-assembled at 10 o’clock, a. m. 

Rev. W. W. Ew'bank moved, and Rev. T. Mortiheb seconded, 

“ That the Rev. W. M'Ilwaine, of Belfast, preside over the Devotional Exercises.” 

Carrietl. 

The CiiAiBMAN then gave out, and the Meeting sung, the 
Hymn to the Holy Spirit, in the Ordination Service of the Church 
of England. He then read Psalm Ixxxiv., and 

Rev. J. Molyneux engaged in prayer. 

The Chairman read John xx. 

Rev. W. Maynard engaged in prayer. 

The C 11 AIH.MAN. —Sly honoured and Beloved Brethren and 
Fathers in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, it would be more con¬ 
genial to my feelings, to resume my seat in this assembly, than 
to retain the position I now occupy, even for a moment or two; but 
I have one expression, to which I desire to give utterance, before I 
vacate this post of honour and privilege. It may be compressed in 
one short word; and that is. Farewell. If spared until to-morrow, 
I hope to be on my way hack to my home in the West—to the land 
which gave me birth ; and I feel I should not leave you without 
bidding you Farewell. .\t the same time, I do feel, my dear 
Brethren, that there has been a bond of union cemented between 
you and me, which will not lie separated by the distance which divides 
us. I feel, that our meeting here has tied us together by so strong a 
knot, that, whether I go to the Island of the West, or my Brethren to 
the land across the Atlantic, or other Brethren to the sunny South of 
France, or others to the mountains and lakes of Switxerland—all of 
us may say, in the language of the Apostle, ** Neither death, nor 
life, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord." I must also do justice to my feelings in 
adding, that it is vain to think of self in a case like this. You have 
placed me here, not Wcause I am n stranger or an humble indi- 
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vidual ; but, 1 believe, from affection to the Church of which I am 
a Minister. I take it. Brethren, not ns meant for me, but for the 
Church of Ireland; and, on her behalf, I thank you. Whatever 
some men may say concerning that Church, of which I am an un¬ 
worthy Member and Minister, I bless God, that she has given birth 
to an Usher and other illustrious men ; and that their mantle has 
fallen upon some of their successors. I can assure you, from my 
personal knowledge, that the cause of this mighty movement is 
fixed deeply in the hearts of multitudes of the Clergy of the Church 
of Ireland. I cannot but remind you, that Ireland is the battle¬ 
field for this principle; and there is at least one Brother, who has 
been content to sacrifice all that earth could count dear, for the 
Evangelical Alliance. I allude to him, because he is absent. Let 
me say. Brethren, that Ireland is an object worthy of your attention. 
Let me invite you, in the name, not of myself, and of >/ii/ Church 
only, but also in the name of millions of my fellow countrymen, 
who are thirsting for the Word of Life—if Priestly interference 
would permit them to have it—to that Country, as a field of labour 
deserving the efforts of the Evangelical Alliance. As a country, 
man of your own once said, when looking down on its fertile plains, 
“ That is a country worth conquering; ”—so may an Irishman say 
to his English Brethren, ‘‘ That is a country worth conquering ;— 
not by the Norman lance or the Saxon spear, but by the Sword of 
the Spirit, which is the Word of God.” One word more, in antici¬ 
pation of the proceedings of the day. We are to have difficult questions 
raised—and while sitting among you and listening to the debates of 
the preceding days, I was frequently reminded of one thing, in 
regard to our Prayers to God the Holy Ghost,—that His appro¬ 
priate symbol is the Dove. And we may svell feel solemnized by 
reflecting, that that Dove does not delight in noise, and debate, and 
strife.—God forbid that such things should appear among ns. For. 
give me for reminding you of this; and let me suggest to every 
person who rises to speak, that he should just remember a text, 
which has frequently been upon my own mind during the past days 
—” Grieve not the Spirit.”—And once more. Brethren, I most 
affectionately wish you Farewell. 

Rev. S. A. Walker called attention to a plan which had been 
•“ggested for giving a permanent token of esteem to Sir Culling 
Eardley Smith. 

After some remarks from Rev. Dr. Massie and Rev. W. Bevan, 

Rev. Dr. Bunting said. — This subject has been formally before 
the Business Committee; and. while all present heartily agreed in 
the desirableness of presenting some suitable and public token of 
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respect and gratitude to Sir Culling, it was the opinion of that 
Committee, that this is not the proper mode; if the friends, who 
have introduced the subject here, please, they can bring it before 
the Business Cominitte again; but I think it should not just now 
be brought before the Conference. 

The matter then dropped. 

Rev. Dr. Steane moved. 

Rev. Dr. Bunting seconded, 

" That Sir T. W. Blomefleld, Bart., preside over the Conference, in the temporary 
absence of Sir Culling Eardley Smith.” 

Carried. 

The Chairman.— I could almost say, that I am sorry, for the 
sake of the Conference, that you have placed me in this position, 
because 1 am so little equal to occupy it as it has been occupied ; 
and, were I in the midst of any other assembly, I would certainly 
have declined the invitation ; but I dare not do so on this occasion, 
because I know in the midst of whom 1 stand—in a Meeting of 
Christian Brethren. I earnestly pray, that it may please God to 
enable me to discharge my duty ; and I am sure you will not im. 
pose upon me any thing but what is delightful to my own heart, 
^luy the blessing of God rest upon you ! 

QAt the conclusion of the above address, Sir Culling Eardley 
Smith entered the Room, and took the Chair.] 

Rev. W. Bkvan read the Minutes of the last Session, which 
were confirmed. Mr. Bevan stated, that he had taken it upon him¬ 
self, lix-st evening, the responsibility of reducing the number of 
Ada ])rinted to one half, namely, 500 instead of 1000. 

The Conference concurred in the alteration. 

Rev. Dr. Bunting. —It is understood, that many Brethren, 
whose [)resence in the remaining portion of our deliberations is 
exceedingly desirable, think of leaving Town, some to-day—more 
to-morrow—and more on Saturday. It is by no means certain, 
that we shall finish our deliberations even by Saturday ; and it is, I 
think, of the utmost im{)ortauce fb our mutual comfort and satisfiic- 
tion, and to the success of our object, that as many Brethren as 
possible should remain as long as they can; certainly over to¬ 
morrow, being Friday. That is one thing that bos been suggested. 
Another is, that we fear there is—very naturally, and under other 
circumstances very laudably,—a desire on the part of some excellent 
friends in London, to make what they call “ Social Parties,” in 
which they may have the opi>ortunity of seeing beloved Brethren. 
But these Social Parliet have been found—and, if continued, will 
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be mote and more found—to interfere with their attendance at thw 
Conference. It will be evident, how very inconvenient it is, for 
thirty, forty, or fifty Members, best acquainted with the details of 
business, to be absent,—however gratifying their presence may lie 
to the friends who have invited them. These remarks do not apply 
to Mr. Noels Soireej that is quite another thing ; we should first 
attend to business, and look for that sort of additional gratification 
afterwards. 

Rev. W. Bbvan. —Sir Culling and Brethren, in one minute, I 
will say all I have to say on these points. In the first place, I 
trust Foreign and Provincial Brethren will make a great effort to 
stay as long as possible, on the understanding, which London 
Brethren will come to on the other hand, that they abstain, us far 
as possible, from drawing away friends from this Conference. The 
understanding tvill in this respect be mutual. Great as the pleasure 
would be to get friends to my house, I would not ask them to come, 
if, by so doing, I should in any manner interfere with the oju-rations 
of this Conference. I am also glad, that these two hints are com¬ 
patible with a third object, that of having a Soiree, or an Kvening 
Meeting, next week. 

Rev. Dr. Massie had consulted the Members of the Business 
and of the General Arrangement Committees about the Soiree ; and 
they felt quite incompetent of themselves to decide respecting it. 
Very many of them preferred, that it should be to-morrow evening 
from eight till ten o’clock, if it could be this week at all; and, 
next week, the Provincial Brethren would a.ssuredly be denied the 
pleasure of attending it. Some of us have been three weeks in 
Town, and have not been absent an liour from Meetings of the Con¬ 
ference and of Committees ; and we must go home licfore next week. 

Rev. Dr. Alder. —The proposal I have been requested to present, 
on behalf of the Public Meetings’ Committee, is this ;— 

“That the Committee recommend, as there arc so many valuable Speakers, whose 
names it has not been possible to include in previous arrangements, and 
whose public testimony it is impn^nt to obtain ; and as large numbers of 
Christian friends have not been able to gain admiaaion to the Public .Meetings 
held in connexion with the Alliance j it is desirable, that a Fourth Meeting be 
held in Exeter Hall, on Monday evening next, the 31st instant, at Six o’clock, 
for the purpose of taking leave of the Brethren from other Countries j and 
that Tickets be gratuitously supplied, through the medium of the London 
Ministers, and others, whose names have already been announced.” 

One object, in proposing this additional Meeting, is, to afford an 
opportunity to the young men of I.<ondon, who feel deeply interested 
in Religious matters, to attend such a Meeting. I mention this, as 
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“ That the RejXiit now preaantad bs adopted.” ■* ‘ 

Rev. Dr. Massib seconded the Motion. 

Hon. and Rev, B. W. Nona suggested, that tickets abottld be 
sent to the Young Men’s Association. 

Rev. Or. Aldrr replied that this had- been agreed upon. 

The Resolution was then carried. 

Rev. Dr. Alubr further stated, that' he had another recom. 
mendation from the Committee, in reference to the Public Meeting 
that evening (Thursday), to the effect, that the Apostoli«»t Bene- 
diction shmdd be pronounced in the English, French, ItaUan, and 
German languages, by different Brethren, at the close of the 
service. 

Hon. and Rev. Baptist VV. Nobi. thought such a course would 
be liable to objection. 

Other Members enquired, why so novel a practice shonlo be 
adopted at the Meeting that evening, and not at that which it had 
been decided to hold on hlonday evening ? 

QThe suggestion did not appear to meet with the approbation of 
the Conference, and therefore dropped.] 

Rev. M. Martin made an announcement, inviting all For^pi 
Brethren to meet the Committee, who were making arrangements 
for the French Meeting, to be held on Friday, August 28th. 

The discussion on the Five Articles of the Motion, which was 
before the Chair at the previous Sitting, was then resumed, in con¬ 
formity with the Resolution moved by the Rev. T. Biuney. (p. 251.) 

Rev. A. SoRLBY moved. Rev. Josbfr Hay seconded, 

“That for the void ‘growth,’ the word ‘elate' be eubaUtuted, io the Finl 

Articie." 

Carried. ^ 

In the discussion of the Amendments many points of diflctt% 
arose. At the request of the Chairman, the Rev. Edward Bidcmr. 
steth implored the guidance of God. 

Rev.'A. Kino moved. Dr. NooaNT Dunoab seconded, 

“ That the Firit Article etand in the following term*‘ TheprogreM and pni^foti 

of Christian Union, l^ligiaui Idbarty, and Ewmgelical Truth.’ 

The Amendment was negatived. 
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R«r. A. Kino moved, Rev. J. Cordeaux seconded, 

“ That for the word ‘ form,' the word * formi,’ be aubetituted in the Second 
Article." 

Carried. 

Rev. John Kennedy moved. Rev. W. L. Thornton seconded. 
That the word ‘ public,' in the Fourth Article, be omitted.” 

Carried. 

Rev. R. H. Herscheed moved. Rev. James Cobeb seconded, 

“ That the words following be added to the Fifth Article,—‘ and the present con¬ 
dition of the Jews throughout the World.'” 

The Amendment, by consent of the Conference, was withdrawn. 
Rev. W. P.sTTERSoN moved. Rev. James Pringle seconded, 

*' That the following Article be added, ‘ Facto relrting to Slavery, and the con¬ 
dition of our Brethren in bonds, in every part of the World.’ ” 

The Amendnienl, by consent of the Conference, was withdrawn. 
Re-read the Motion as amended. 

Rev. Dr. Massif, movert. Rev. A. D. Casipbkll seconded, 

“ That the Fifth Article be omitted.” 

Carried. 

In the course of the.se discussions. Rev. P. La Tbobb ex¬ 
pressed his regret that Rev. Dr. Barth, who was known to the 
Conference, as enjoying a more than Ivuropean reputation, had not 
yet found courage to make a spcecii. He (Mr. Latrobc) had risen, 
chiefly to read a statement, which liad been put into Dr. Barth's 
hands, by a man high in ofhee and station, and who had perhaps more 
opportunity of knowing the real state of the case than any other 
individual in this Country. He would just read the paper : which 
was a collection of facts. [Mr. La Trobe then read the following 
paper:— 

“thooohts on a possible oaiECT or oNirso acdo.n. 

"For the Evangtlteol Alliance, 

" Vo alliance baa hitherto been found to be of anr duration or efficiency, which 
baa aet manifeated itaelf aa an unity in action. 

" It ia genersUy undentood, that no eorporale unilg of action ia pmeticaUe, not 
erai in the field of Miartoni. 

" But ia tfacrc no other that may be practicable 7 
* ** The Erangetical Faith ia luffiering and aighing at thia moment, under grievoua 
peraccution, in many countriea in other*, it ia in ao diat ro w e d a atalo, that the 
sympathy and help of Brethren are greatly needed. ^ 

“Jn Tttrkeg, the law of the land allowt liberty of conscience, and pnnsiaeaprn^ 
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tection. Indeed, the Gree)(< and the Roman Cothnliei enjoy it,—the one under the 
influence of Ruraia, the other funder that of France. The Faith of the Gospel 
alone is under no protection, throughout the extensive regions of the Ottoman 
Knipire. 

“ Numerous families among 4he Greek Christians of Hasheya in Mount 
Lebanon, after an anxious and .earnest study of the Bible, declare for the 
Protestant Faith : they are driven out by force, are obliged to leave wives and 
children, and to wander about in the mountains : their faith is tried by two years of 
severe persecutions;—but no justice is done to them. If they were Greeks or 
Roman Catholics, they would be protected: their crime is, that they belong to a 
sect, called by the Turks, ‘the godless equivalent to ‘ the English.’ 

’• In Constantinople, Armenians, of great respectability and unimpeached cha¬ 
racters, arc awakened to a lively faith in Christ; the tortures and persecution they 
have undergone are fresh in the memory of every Christian. 

“ Buttherearepcrsecutiuiisofanothercharacterncarerhomc. In Hungary, in Tran- 
8ylvh..ia, and in the German pi ivinces of the Austrian Empire, there are hundreds of 
congregations professing the Evangelical Faith, who arc too poor to build or rebuild 
cithcrchurchcsorschools: and from whomall assistanceor support is still withholden. 
In Hungary alone, the urgent remonstrances of the constitutional authorities have 
effected something;—;n tlm other countries named, the distress still continues."] 

Rev. Dr. Massik ■"•ished to call Mr. La Trobe’s attention to the 
fact, that a Resolution had already been passed, bearing upon the 
stibject of the paper which had been read. In the third paragragh, 
under “ Objects,” on page it of tb«! “ Suggestions," it was declared 
to be one object of the A...'.ince, • that a corresjwndence be pjwned 
and niaiiitaiiit d villi Ciir......in Brethren in different parts of the 

World, esjiecially with those wlio may be engaged, a.nidst peculiar 
difficulties and opposition, in the cause of the Gospel," &c. 

The CiiAiim VN sual. tl b»"ii - cognizant of what was going to 
be done, ne must take his snare of the blame. The fact was, that 
a paper had been drawn np by a very eminent and distinguished 
itudvidual, not present m the room, which had been put into the 
hands of his friends, who were very anxious that it should be read 
to the Conference. And it had been judged, that the present time 
was the best for that purpose. He confessed, that the subject 
was involved in what had been already done. 

Mr. La Trobe had only read the foregoing paper to the Meeting, 
at the request of a ^iend for whom he would do almost anything. 
He might farther say, that he himself wps the representative, in 
some measure, of a Church, which had showed much kindness to the 
Cljriatian Brethren in this and other countries. At a very early 
period of its existence, it felt it a great privilege to stretch out the 
hand of syin]wtliy to all Christians. .\l one of its earliest Synods, it 
pwMsid a Resolution, to send deputations to all countries of professed 
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Christians, and to offer the right hand of fellowship to all those 
who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ: and a fartiter Kesolution 
was passed, that if, on the return of these deputations, mournful 
accounts were received of the state of such Christians, they would 
take the very earliest opportunity to asperate with them in every 
possible way. Although, therefore, a comparatively small and 
insignificant Church, it had long set a bright example of Christian 
affection and lore. 

■ The Chairman observed, that the object sought would be every 
way answered, by the subject being upon the Reporter's notes. 

Rev. Thomas Binnev moved,— 

“ That Clause IV. stand in the following form ; — IV. That in subserviency to tho 
grand object already intimated, the Alliance will endeavour to exert a bene¬ 
ficial influence on the advancement of true and undcflltKl Religion, in all places, 
and in every practicable mode: it being understood, however, that it does not at 
present contemplate any direct agency, or aggressive organixation of its own, 
to carry out specific objects, but proposes to confine itself to the collection and 
publication of facts and documents, that may tend to stimulate its own 
Members, and other Brethren, in the prosecution of such efforts as they may 
already be engaged in, in other capacities, or which may be suggested by 
acquired information or future events. For this purpose, the AlhVice will 
promote enquiry, nnd invite information from its various Branches and com¬ 
petent individuals throughout the World, bearing on the general or local 
aspects of Infidelity, and Popery, and Superstition ; on Etlucation, Public 
Morals, the Observance of the Lord's day. Temperance, Slavery, Christian 
Missions, the State of the Jews, the facta connected with the Retardation or 
Advance of Christian Union and Fellowship together a ith whatever may l>e 
intimately connecter! with the prevalence of Truth, Love, and Holiness, the 
glorious coming and universal establishment of that Kingdom of oor Lord and 
Saviour, which is ‘ not meat and drink, but righteousness, and peace, and jov 
in the Holy Ghost.’ ” 

He said, —iMay I. say, that I am quite ashamed, when I look 
back upon the pa-st days bf the Conference, and think bow fre¬ 
quently I have had the assurance to rise*? I am very wjrry that I 
have had so frequently to rise; btit I can very sincerely say, that I 
have given my attendance here,, at almo.st every .Session when I 
could, forr^ke purpose of doing what I was able, to make this 
Alliance what, in nHy idea, we all wish it to be. 

I lieg pardon, if any words I uttered yesterday gave pain to any 
Brethren. 1 did not use the words, " American Question," “ Scotch 
Question," in any offensive sense. But it did appear to me, from 
the “tenor of some of the speeches yesterday, that a character was 
being given to the Alliance, which would fie injurious to its interests, 
and prevent many from joining it who otherwise would do so. It 
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did seem to me as if some Brethren thought, that the beginning, 
the middle, and the whole might be, the putting down of Popery in 
Ireland ; and I did not like, that it should take that character of 
aggression or antagonism any way. I did not think, that a 
World's Association like this, should be engaged in aggressive 
movements, or attempt to accomplish, by an a^ressive ^ency, what 
individual Associations are doing already. However, seeing that 
we have, and shall have. Members in every part of the World, I 
conceived, that, through their means, a great deal of valuable in¬ 
formation might be collected on many subjects, immediately and in¬ 
timately connected with the promotion of the Kingdom of Christ 
and the glory of God. With this in view, I thought, that the 
enumeration of Objects in the Hesolution before the Chair, might 
be very fairly and properly enlarged; with the full consideration, 
that the design was merely that of collecting information upon them; 
which being laid before our Members and the World, might produce 
such an impression upon our own hearts, as would lead us all to do 
our specific work better, and might also assist other Societies in 
their particular spheres of operation. [^Mr. Binney read the whole 
of his Amendment, and then continued.] 

This, it will be perceived, includes every thing mentioned in the 
Hesolution, with the addition of several other subjects. 

I feel very much as, I tiiink, my old friend Richard Baxter must 
liave felt— I know not whether he did—when he believed, that, in 
the course of two or three days, he could write something, which 
should take the place of the Liturgy of the Church of England. 
The man must have had a most amazing confidence in himself, who 
could imagine, that, in a few days or nights, he could write a book 
to take the place of that IVlanual of Devotion; and, with all the 
respect I have for the good man, I have felt somewhat ashamed of 
that circumstance. But wliat shall I say about myself, when I have 
dared to come forward wit]i a Hesolution, which I have prepared in 
one night, to take the place of that, which some dear Brethren have 
been occupied upon for some months post! I;, almost feel ashamed 

of myself; yet, at the same time, from the train things took yester¬ 
day, and from the view I take of what this Allianee is, and what it 
ought to aim at, I could not resist putting the matter before you 
fully and explicitly in this way. 

Several of these additional subjects are of great importance ; and 
I should like them to be brought out in our publications. There is 
tire question of Public Morals. There are many &cts, I think, in 
connection with Public Morals, which a great ,JSvangelical and 
Christian Society like ours might touch upon with delicacy and 
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power. .1 was perfectly astonished the other day, when a gentleman 
put a newspaper into my hands, and said, “ rend that advertisement,” 
I did so, and found it was an advertisement of books which were on 
sale, containing very taking coloured plates ; and, from the names 
of the books, I am sure they were of the most infamous description. 
And yet the name of the person was given who sold them, and the 
place where they might l)e bought. In my opinion, a great Society 
like this, might, with delicacy and propriety, introduce something 
in some publications bearing upon the purification of society in that 
respect. 

My dear American Brethren will not be offended when I say, 
that I can make statements, which perhaps they are not prepared 
for, respecting America, showing the importance of this subject. 
When in New York, last year, I stayed at the Astor House, the 
principal Hotel in that City. You enter it by two flights of steps, 
and upon those steps there are hoys sitting all day long, with lawks 
spread out for sale,—many of them obviously and manifestly trnnsla. 
tions from the French, of a very infamous description. This I 
found to be the case in most of the other large Hotels in the State 
of New York. When I pointed out the circumstance to my friend 
Dr. Adam.s, he was quite surprised, and said, “ I did not know that 
such things were ; I ought to write to some of the authorities.” 
Some of our friends wht) are here from .^tnerica, may be erjually 
ignorant of these things ; but living, as I did, principally in public 
Hotels and Inns, I had them Iwfore my eyes. 

Then, there is the “ Observance of the Lonl’s Day.” Allow 
me here to expl.iin a remark I made yesterdav. When I said 1 did 
not believe in il.e Fourth Commandment. I simply meant, that I 
did not believe in the literal application of the whole of it. None 
of you act upon it ; at least, not in Iwndon. We are constantly 
violating it. I believe in the morality of the Lord's Day. I believe 
there is a principle of morality in the day which is set apart for 
Divine Worship ; and that tlie First Day of the Week is the <lay 
which ought to be held sacred for the Worship of Cfod. I cannot 
say, I subscribe to the not using the horse and the ass. I use a 
public conveyance—get into an omnibus;—and I do not think any of 
us keep the Fourth Commandment lilera/h/, tvhatcver we may 
pretend to talk about.' Then there is " Temperance." I am ntrt 
a Teetotaler—I do not advocate or practice? Tcetotalism ; still it is 
a very important tiling. I believe it has done a va,st deal of good ; 
that it has made temperate men more temperate, and that it has been 
a John the Baptist to the Preaching of the Gospel. I believe, some 
men could not be converted, humanly speaking, until they first be- 
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came Teetotalers. I would, therefore, have that subject introduced ; 
though I do not go the whole length of many of my friends. So of 
“ Slavery," “ Christian Missions," “ The State of the Jews," and 
“ Facts connected with the retardation or advance of Christian 
Union and Fellowship." There are many things in which I should 
desire to see more of union and communion. Having these brought 
forward would much facilitate and promote the great object which 
has assembled us together. 

Rev. Arthuk Tiuman. —I do not feel that I need—like my good 
friend Mr. Binney—to confess my offences ; for I have not troubled 
the Conference up to the present day. Love to the great object of 
tlie Alliance has kept me silent, and I have been quite ready to 
continue so. It did, however, appear to me. Sir Culling, that the 
strain of the discussion yesterday was very remote from that which 
was the primary object, the primary attraction, beauty, and glory of 
this Alliance. I thought we were very much in danger of getting 
into an Anti-Catholic spirit; and that the train of remark was too 
much associated with certain modes of discussing that question, to 
which none of us can be strangers. I think, that, if the Alliance 
commits itself to all the pracUcal measures on all the points con. 
tained in the Resolution, it will do that which will prove fatal to its 
peace and its very existence. Practical measures, on any of those 
|H)ints, can never be entertained with any efficiency ; and, if they 
could, would produce nothing but disagreement among the Brethren. 

I am quite sure, with regard to the general principle to which I- 
am now speaking, that any thing in this Alliance, which should 
bear any resemblance to Anti. Popish aggression, would greatly 
wound us, and would prevent the co-operation of multitudes, 
whom it is desirous to conciliate, and bring into this bond of 
Brotherly affection. 1 see some gentleman shaking their heads, 
and I have no right to call upon them J,o believe what 1 affirm ; 
but I have some knowledge of many who have hitherto held back 
from this Association ; and 1 know, that, were there the slightest 
approach to such a character as 1 think the proceedings of yesterday 
threatened, it would go very far to deprive us of their future 
assistance. I should be exceedingly grieved, were we to do any 
thing to excite and keep alive the strong prejudices which exist, 
when we ought rather to endeavour, os far as possible, to soften, and 
ultimately remove, them altogether. All I should wish, in Mconding 
this Resolution, is, if the Conference so determine, that the whole 
should be referred to a Special Committee, for u little re-considera¬ 
tion. I will venture to say, that you have the power to carry by 
the vote, the measure now before you; but I will also venture to 
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affirm, that, if you do so, those in the minority will with pain hold 
up their hands against the preamble, and retire—not from the 
Alliance—but from this Meeting, with very great sorrow indeed. 
I do not at all pledge myself to the details of my Brother’s Amend¬ 
ment :—^there are many things which, if brought forward in Com¬ 
mittee, I should vote against; but I vote for the General Amend¬ 
ment, and second that with all my heart, that we may not 
act precipitately in coming to any ^ponclusion on the preamble. 
Gentlemen smile to hear me talk of precipitancy, after two days’ 
discussion ; and, by some, this is esteemed a great loss of time. I 
maintain. Sir Culling, that any thing which will bring us to an 
harmonious conclusion is not loss of time ; and, whatever time may 
have hitherto been spent, we are not in the state to come to that 
harmonious conclusion. I am a warm friend to this Alliance, and 
most cordially would I do what I could, to promote it.s interests and 
extend its power : but the very moment that the .-Mliance commits 
itself to these measures will be fatal to its jaiwer and efficiency. I 
know some persons will use a term of reproach, and call you “A do- 
nothing Society but I maintain, that the primary object is to bring 
us together, and to make us feel as Brethren, and understand 
and respect each other’s differences. Rut I think we are going 
astray, when we propose to leave this primary object of the .Alliance, 
and to take up the business of all the Benevolent and Religious 
Institutions in Christendom. 1 hope, before we go to a final vote, 
that Brethren will re-consider the matter. I should be exceedingly 
pained to hold up my hand against the prejiinblc; but I shall 
certainly do so, if the subject is pre.ssed at the present time. ■ 

Rev. Dr. BeECUKn.—I have perceived the deep interest which 
has appertained to these difficultie.s and discussions for two days, 
which have Irecn attended with very little progress, and, |)erhaps, 
with some little retrogradation of feeling ; and I have not been able 
to understand, why it is,—after the great unity that prevailed, and 
when every thing seemed going on without the possibility of any 
discordant sentiment,—that we have found ourselves almost swamped. 
I beg to ask, whether there is any thing more coniprehendcrl in ail 
these specification.s, beyond our merely recommending them to the 
attention of individual Alliances And I would just ask, why we 
feel such a confidcfce in onr own recommcnrlutions These dis¬ 
tinct Alliances will have to do all the work ; and I should like to 
know, whether it is not possible, that they will be able to under¬ 
stand this subject themselves ? Why may we not presume, that the 
Providence of God will indicate to each Alliance its most appropriate 
work,—without thinstingnpon them something which they cannot do? 
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When 1 was about twenty-five years of age, I attended the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church; and we had some Resolutions 
concerning the subject of Temperance, and other things in which I 
was concerned; and we succeeded in getting them passed. This I 
thought a grand achievement. They were printed in the Minutes 
of the General Assembly, which were sent all over the Church: and 
that was the last I ever heard of them. 

The discussions of yesterd^ and to-day remind me of an anecdote 
I have heard, concerning an old gentleman who lived somewhere in 
Old England, who wrote and published a Sermon on the Vices of 
the Great at the Court end of London, and got a certain number 
printed ; and, when a gentleman sometime after called upon him, he 
asked him, if he had seen, since the publication of his Sermon, any 
appearance of reform at the Court end of the Town ? I have been 
a Reformer, on a small scale, fur forty years; and 1 do not know but 
it was from the guidance of Heaven, that I early came to this con¬ 
clusion,—if I wanted to carry a point, never to tell before what I 
meant to do. If I got soldiers enlisted to perform some work, I 
never told the enemy by proclamation what my intentiens were, I 
never issued a declaration of all 1 was going to attempt; for, in the 
first place, if 1 did, 1 should discourage and alarm half my friends; 
and, in the second place, the enemy would be able to concentrate 
his forces, and to defeat me. Therefore, I have found by experience, 
that I cal' accomplish forty times as much as I can. threaten or 
promise. God has the power, and 1 hope He will use it, to unite 
the hearts of this great and blessed Assembly, in letting the matter 
alone, and trusting to independent Alliances, instead of disputing 
about it under great disadvantages. 

Rev. J. Angcll James. —My venerable friend has expressed a 
fear, that the Alliance will scarcely survive these discussions ; but 
I trust, that the Divine Pilot, who is on board, will keep it from 
foundering among the breakers. We arc not so much divided in 
opinion us seems to be the general sentiment of this Aleeting; and, 
indeed, I think we should not have been divided as piuch as we 
are, if my dear friend Oinney had placed us under more obligation, 
■by coming earlier into our Confederation, and had assisted us in 
preparing the programme for this Meeting. Sir, none but those 
who have been at it, week after week, and mouth after month, can 
understand the solicitude, the painful solicitude and labour we have 
had, in drawing up the prt^ramme which is now brought before 
you. And it is some little matter of regret, that those who could 
have helped us, had they been with us a little earlier, have delayed 
their assistance till the present moment. We have had two diffi. 
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culties to contend with, in prepnring the programrae for this Meet, 
ing. We had to meet, on the one hand, the wishes of those who 
were anxious for more action; and, on the other hand, the senti¬ 
ments of those who did not wish to take action at all. We thought 
we had arrived at a happy medium, in the Resolution which has 
been submitted to the Chair ; for I maintain, that it is subslanlialltf 
the same with that which Brother Binney lias introduced. The 
only real difference is, that he has igpluded more objects than we 
thought it desirable to mention. We set out, from the beginning, 
upon the principle,—both with regard to the Basis and the Objects, 
that our wisdom consisted,—not in seeing how many principle.s we 
could take up, or how many lines of action we could embrace, but 
how few: and the amount of action really contemplated, is little 
more than Brother Binney suggested; for what is stated in the 
supplementary remarks.^ " It being understood, that in following 
up the enquiries to be thus made, and in promoting these and 
similar objects, the Alliance contemplates chiefly the stimulating of 
Christians to such efforts as the exigencies of the case may demand, 
by giving forth its views in regard to them, rather than b)f carrying 
these viervs out by an organization of its orrn," Arc we not then, 
Mr. Chairman and Brethren, wasting the fragments of the pre¬ 
cious time which stUl remain fur the great objects which have called 
us tc^tber, in discussing matters which approach so nearly to each 
other, as do the programme that has been submitted, and the 
Amendment introduced by Brother Binney.^ If we attempt to in¬ 
clude everything within the sphere of our limited action, we shall 
hold ourselves up to the World, as the promoters of one of the most 
visionary schemes which was ever set afloat. The Alliance, accord¬ 
ing to Mr. Binney’s Resolution, would he, as regards Objects, a 
kind of omnium gatherum. A few selected Objects arc infinitely 
to be preferred to all those which ingenious benevolence can bring 
within our circle. I do entreat, Sir Culling, that we may .soon 
come to a vote upon the Question ; and, for my own part, I see, 
comjiaratively, so little difference between the two Motions, that, 
if the one which I have had the honour of submitting be rejected, 
I am perfectly prepared, heart and soul, to take up that which 
Brother Binney has proposed. 

Rev. Dr. Baird said, he would like the Resolution better, if the 
preamble were merely—“ That, in subserviency to the grand object 
already intimated, the expectation is cherished, that the Alliance 
will exert a beneticial influence on the advancement of Christianity 
in various important respects, and especially in promoting their 
Common Protestant Faith in this and other Countries.” That ap- 
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peered to be enough, and covered the whole ground, omitting the 
words—“ such iw counteracting the efforts of Popery and other 
forms of Superstition and Infidelity." 

A very distinguished Minister of the Gospel, in Paris, had forgot 
to say in his speech, what it was very important should be known, 
that the proposition as it now stood, would make the Alliance ap. 
pear an aggressive movement againt Popery; a fact’ which the 
French Government would Jook upon with jealousy, and which 
would render the position of Protestant Brethren in France ex¬ 
tremely difficult. By omitting the words in question, a difficulty 
would be avoided, and the great objects of the Alliance would still 
he stated, namely, the effecting of an Union among Evangelical 
Cliristians, and the general extension of true Religion, at home 
and abroad. 

Rev. E. N. Kirk. —The difference betwen the original Resolu¬ 
tion and Mr. Binney’s Amendment was, that the one said act, and 
the other act not. If the Alliance was prepared to go out against 
Pojiery, Slavery, Intemperance, Lewdness, or any other evils, he 
would second the attack with all his heart. But it did not appear 
to him, that they had come together to promote a new object in the 
Church, at least, not an antagonistic one. He had lung cultivated 
the principle of antagonism ; he belonged to an Anti-Intemperance 
Society, and to Societies for the suppression of other great evils : but 
he now wished to belong to a Christian Union, and to cultivate senti¬ 
ments of Brotherly Love. Never before had he seen such noble, 
manly, Christian discussions, as in the Meetings of the Conference:— 
never hud he seen the grandeur of the movement so clearly as in those 
discussions. A hard thing would sometimes drop from the lips of the 
speaker; and then would come the swqet apolc^y, dictated by the 
Holy Spirit. These scenes had made him believe, that he had 
proved what he had long been seeking ; but the discussions of that 
day had made him feel as though, after all, he should lose it. He 
was afraid of the Alliance undertaking a tear of any kind : lest it 
should turn their minds away ffom the object of love. In their 
hearts there were two departments ; one, the department of attrac¬ 
tion, the other, that of repulsion. They had sufficiently cultivated 
the repulsive, but not the attractive sensibilities. These he now 
wished to nourish and cherish. He wished to dwell upon the great 
and glorious subject of Union. In heaven all was Union; and, in 
anticipation of, and preparation for, the Union of heaven, he de- 
* sired to cultivate^ Brotherly Love and Union upon eartiu And 
Union was grand enough,—it was great enough ! Until the Meet¬ 
ing on Tuesday, he did not believe, that the matter- of Union was 
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sufficiently noble to engage all their attention: but, after the ex¬ 
perience then afforded him, he did believe it; and he further be¬ 
lieved, that the grandeur of the subject had not yet been developed. 
Another thought. Not only was it proposetl to make aggressions, 
but also to collect information. The Evangelicid Alliance was to 
be a Statistical Society ; a gatherer of facts and collector of inform¬ 
ation for other Societies! As a matter of business, he did not see 
why the Missionary, Anti-Papal, Anti-Slavery, and other Societies, 
were not more competent to mind their own affairs. These objects 
he thought too small to engage the attention of so great an Institu¬ 
tion. Had they come up to London, and met together, to make a 
great Pact-gatliering and Fact-publishing Society ? 

lie thought the Alliance would bear much upon the World in 
the Conversion of Sinners. It stoorl as a broad line, marking the 
separation of those who did, and those who did not receive the Gospel, 
—those who where regenerated, and those who were not. 

One other thought, with regard to the Roman Catholics them¬ 
selves. Many of these were watching the movement with the 
deepest interest, to discover this one thing, “ Could Protestants 
unite? Is Protestant Union a word or a reality?” But if the 
subject of Slavery were introduced, the American Brethren would 
take the opportunity of very calmly stating ail their views to their 
British Brethren. This subject would, he was afraid, split the 
Alliance; and would lead to the introduction of others, which would 
make the division still more apparent. They (the Americans) 
would like the Temperance question to be included; but bow would 
this agree with the habits of some ? What were they, then, to do? 
Were they to split the Alliance on the subject ? Therefore, he 
said, let them unite in the great matter of Union, and stand there ; 
let them be satisfied with attaining that position. 

Rev. A. D. Campbbi,!, explained, that the Resolution sub¬ 
mitted to the Conference had Itecn drawn up with the greatest care, 
and had undergone the careful consideration of various preliminary 
Meetings. 

Rev. J. Blackburn said, they had arrived within a few minutes 
of the time appointed for Adjournment, and the whole morning had 
been taken up with verbal criticisms. He would pres-s the question : 
—what was intended to be done ? It occurred to him, that the best 
course would lie, to refer the subject of action to the respective 
Alliances, leaving each to determine for itself, what it could do and 
ijrhat'it could not. For be conceived, that a British Alliance might, 
do what; an American Alliance was not able to do; and so of the 
German and French Alliances. He proposed, therefore, either that 
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they should leave the question of action to the decision of the 
respective Alliances when formed; or immediately appoint a Com¬ 
mittee, to take those documents into their prayerful and serious, 
consideration, and to draw up a separate Resolution, to be presented 
to the Conference to-morrow morning. It was essential to the 
promotion of a harmonious feeling, that the whole subject should be 
laid before a smaller Body. 

The Chairman enquired, whether the Mover and Seconder of the 
Amendment were willing to withdraw it,—^that both it and the 
original Resolution might be referred to a Committee.^ 

Rev. T. Binney would be satisfied with any Resolution the 
Conference might come to upon the subject. 

Rev. Dr. F. A. Cox most heartily seconded Mr. Blackburn’s 
suggestion. While it was clearly impossible to harmonize all their 
minds at that moment, he thought that could be done by referring 
the whole matter to a Committee. 

After some remarks from Dr. Bunting and another gentleman, 

Rev. Dr. Wabduaw supported the Motion for submitting the 
whole to a Committee. 

Mr. Tidjuan, as the Seconder of Mr. Binney’s Amendment, con¬ 
sented to its withdrawal for the present. 

[The Conference gave leave, that Mr. Binney’s Motion be with¬ 
drawn pro tem.'y 

Rev. A. Monou desired, that the Fourth Object should be entirely 
expunged: but, if he could not obtam that, he should of course wish 
to retain as little of it as possible; he, therefore, coincided in Dr. 
Baird's suggestion, that the words “ such as counteracting the 
elforts of Popery and other forms of Superstition and Infidelity,” 
should be omitted. 

They from the Continent had not the least thought of leaving the 
Alliance, even if the paragraph were retained ; but they believed it 
w’ould be better to omit it; and they did so, because it would 
involve those who resided in France in very considerable difficulties, 
and might subject them to fines and various modes of punishment. 
Of these they were not afraid, so long as they were brought upon 
them legally; but if the Resolution were passed, and became a paut of 
the system of the Alliance, and if they continued Members of the 
Alliance, it would probably, with the present views of - the French 
Government, be construed into a violation of the Law. 

Having stated this, he could now tell his Brethren in France, 
that he had spoken against it, and done what he could to prevent 
its admission. His conscience was clear in the matter. 

One word with regard to Roman Catholics. He knew, that many 
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were looking upon the present movement with interest,-••not only as 
his 'Brother Kirk had said, to learn what Protestants would do,— 
but also to learn whether they could not join it. These persons 
were very sincere; but had been led into the Romish Church 
by the point of Unity. They could not ctmceive of a Church 
bmng without Unity, nor of the Protestant Church having that 
Unity; but, when they saw that a great Protestant Union was 
formed, he was convinced numbers of them, and men of influence 
too, would join the Evangelical Alliance. 

But these strong denunciations against Popery would prevent 
them from so acting, and cause them to continue within the pale of 
the Church of Rome. He (Mr. Monod) believed, that the public 
exhibition of Christian Love would more promote the best interests 
of the Alliance than anything beside. 

He would add, in conclusion, that, as the Meeting was divided 
pretty nearly into two equal parties, the one opposed to, and the 
other in favour of the measure, he thought a positive evil was greater 
than a negative one; and that those who were in favour of the measure 
must be less pained by its not passing, than those who were opposed 
to it would be by its passing. He sincerely hoped, that the Lord would 
lead them to act for the best. His own mind was for the expunging 
of the whole paragraph. 

After a little desultory conversation. 

The Chaibmak put the following Motion ; Moved by Rev. John 
Blackburn, and Seconded by Rev. Dr. F. A. Cox, 


*' That the Motion now before the Chair, with the Amendments proposed bjr the 
Her. Thomas Binney, and other .Members of the Conference, be referred to 
the consideration of a Special Committee :—with instructions to report thereon 
at the opening of the next Sitting of the Conference; and that the following 
gentlemen constitute the Committee. 


Rev. Thomas Bir.ney, 
Rev. 3. Angell James, 
Rev. thr. Banting, 

Rer. Dr. Robert Brown, 
Rev. G. Osborn, 

Rer. Dr. Steane, 

Rer. Dr. Maatie, 

Rer. Dr. Baird, 

Rer. Ad. Monad, 

Rer. John Bladtbtmi, 
Rer. W. W. Ewbaifk, 
Rer; A. Tidman, 

Rer. Dr. F. A. Cox, 
Rer. Dr. Si. H. Cox, 
Rer. E. N. Kirk, 


Rer. Dr. Wardlaw, 

Rev. O. Winslow, 

Rer. Jas. Begg, 

Rer. Edw. Bickersteth, 

Rer. A. D. Campbell, 

Rer. J. H. Hinton, 

Hon. and Rer. B. W. Noel, 

J. S. Blackwood, Esq., LL.D. 
Rer. Tbos. Waugh, 

S. E. Mone, Eaq., 

Rer. J. H. Stewart, 

Rer. Thos. Scalds, 

Rer, M. Andebex, 

Rer, W. Anderson, 

Rer Dr. Otkhton.” 
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The Motion was Carried. 

Rev. Dr. Stbanc said, that, as extreme inconvenience would be 
felt on all hands, if the proceedings of the Conference did not termi¬ 
nate before another Lord’s Day had arrived, he moved, 

“ That tin: Conference hold a Seaeion this Evening at five o'clock,” 

although a Public Meeting would be going on in Exeter Hall. The 
absence of Brethren who would be at that Meeting would be 
deeply regretted ; but the necessity of the case demanded, that such 
a course should be taken. 

Rev. Dr. Brauuont seconded the Motion. 

Rev. W. Bbvan felt the value of time, and was as anxious to 
return home as any of his Brethren; but he did not .think that 
much time would be saved by bolding a Session that evening. Be¬ 
sides, into whose hands would the conduct of the Meeting in Exeter 
Hall fall f Those who were most active in the discharge of their 
duty must be there. The consequence would be, that a fragment of 
the Conference would sit; and, very possibly, in the next morning’s 
Sitting, they would undo all that might have been done on the 
previous^evening. 

Rev. Dr. Massie suggested, that all Amendments, notice of which 
had been given, should be submitted to the Select Committee, which 
was a pretty large one ; and that they should prepare their digest by 
to-morrow morning. 

Rev. Dr. Bumtino thought, that, upon the whole. Dr. Steane's 
proposition was' the wisest. 

'The CuAinMAN put the. Motion, 

*' That the Conference meet at five o’clock thia Evening,” 
which was negatived. 

After some further discussion, it was agreed, that the Select Com¬ 
mittee should meet at live o’clock in Exeter Hall. 

Rev. Dr. Beecher pronounced the Benediction. 

The Conference adjourned to ten o’clock on Friday Morning. 



NINTH DAY— Aoqust 28th. 


MORNING SESSION. 


The Conference ze-aasembled at ten A. M. 

Bee. .‘Eluav Hoox.e moved, and Basii. Marriott, Esq. 
•eoooded,— 

e Jhit tile Him. and Her. B. W. Noel piceide over the Devotional Exeieiaet.” 

Carried. 

The Cbaiman gave out, and the aasembled Brethren sni^, 207tb 
Hymn, Noel’s Selection. The Chairman then read Romans xiv.; 
aad Rev. Dr. Morison engaged in prayer. The Meeting then sung 
231tt Hymn, Noel’s Selection. The Hon. Chairman read Acts ii. 
37— 47 , Attd iv. 31— 37 ; and Rev. J. Cordeaux engaged in prayer. 

The CsAtUfAK.—Permit me, before I resign this seat to its 
proper ownor, to make two or three rdtnarks. First, discussions 
airrit us to4ay. Let us not be too sensitive about them. It seems 
to me to be a decided benefit, that we riiould go through them. 
Did we entertain opposite opinions, and.had jve no opportunity of 
comparing them,—but were under the necessity of carrying them 
haclt with us to our various places of abode,—they would ferment 
in/ipr minds, and become sources of future discord of the most 
•eriaoa kind. But,—if every one speaks his mind, so that every, 
thing erroneous may be met, and everything sound acceded to,— 
we are iayiiig the foundations deep fer pormanent Union. 

In the iii^ idaee, whenever we are obliged to dissent from each 
other, msy God direct ns all to seek wholly the good of the Alii. * 
ancet ipid,inriead of wishing to make our own opinions prevail, may 
we all CBdaffimr to see how far we can conscientiously meet the 
riewa of those who ^ffer from os: then discussion will be safe. 

Further, when we part, as we soon mutt, and our happy meetings 
ohne to their termination,—which, 1 suppose, we shall feel tp ^ 
wMh the deepest regret, (but we cannot continue on the mount),— 
yrhea we retvm to our aeveral resideneea, let ua carry out this spirit 
dGrts in ear reqwetive twiihbuarhaode. Let us do 




XIN’Jll 1)AV-MOltXI.VO SKSSK/N. 


27 a 


what Mr. Ponm)y and tlie Ministers of his town did: that is, meet 
for prayer, reading tlie Hcripturos, comparing oi»inions wiili each 
other, and consulting for the good of our neigldanirs. And let this 
great subject he constantly on our minds in prayer. We have no 
reason for supposing, that the effusion of the Holy Spirit on the day 
of Pentecost was to Ijo once for all. Why may we not expect 
more? Why may we not e.\pect permanently, such influences as 
descended on them once ? “ It is much more natural,” as President 
Kdwards has observed, “that as the dawn of the Millennial day 
approaches—if it is approaching—that we should have more, 
rather than less, grace; more, rather than less, light. And all tliat 
(lod has ever given to Ilis Church heretofore, we are warranted in 
looking for now, if we do but pray" May He give us the Spirit 
of Prayer! and we shall accomplish more than our hearts have ever 
hoped, or wo have ever imagined. 

.Sir Ciir.i,iN« Earolky .Sjutii then took the Chair. 

Rev. W. Bkvan read the Minutes of the last Sitting, which 
were confirmed. 


IM'DIJC OX .\tOXl>AY. 

In accordance with the recommendation of the Public Meetings’ 
Committee, Rev. Ur. Ai.i>i;ii moved, and Rev. A. S. Tui;i.wai.i. 
seconded,— 

“ That Thoxnas Farmer, K^j., be ie<iUO»teJ to preside ovt-r the Foartii Public 
Meeting, on Monday 31st." 

fiarried. 

Rev. Ur. Ai.uicu read the following letter from J. P. Plumptre, 
Esq., M.P. 

*• .Mv_i>kaii Sir, 

“ 1 was obliged to leave London on Saturday morning last, after the 
Morning Conference of the Evangelical -Mliance. I e.tn truly say, that 1 was greatly 
rejoiced at the .Meetings of last week ; and that 1 should have been very glad to 
have aj.pcared nt the Public Meetings, to have given ntteraiiee tn my opinion of 
the Evangelical Allinncc,_whieh is most warmly in its favonr-if I could i-on- 
venicnlly have made arrangements to this end. I trust the Lord was with us of a 
.truth, and that He will uailc us farther to magnify His name, and draw us nearer 
to i'nch other ia the bonds of the Gospel. 

“ Believe me to be truly youra, 

“J. PeMBERTO.V PuJJlI'TltE.” 

Ri'v. Mr. Maktin reported the arrangements which hid htcn 
mude for the Meeting of i'reiieh Brethren. 

'S 
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Rev. Dr. Massif, de.siretl to throw liiiuself upon the protection 
of the Conference, witli reference to attucks wliicli had been made 
upon liiiH in a Newspaper which he tlid not wish to name, anil 
which had published reports of tlie [iroceedings of tlie C'onference. 

Dr. Massie having stated the facts,— 

The Chaiuma.s said:—I uin inclined to think, that the best 
course to adopt towards such improper conduct is to leave it to 
itself. I am sure I speak the sentiment of every lirother present, 
when I say, that I feel our friend has done and said nothing that 
has not been in accordance with the will of the Conference, and 
that he luvs not said or done anything in the remotest degree niu 
worthy of himself, either .is a Member of this Alliance, or as a 
Christian gentleman. That being the case, I suggest to our be¬ 
loved Brother, that he should not condescend to a controi-ersy m ith 
a Newspaper, which so forgets itself as to encourage Members of 
this Conference to take reports of its proceedings, contrary to the 
Resolution which has been agreed to. 

Rev. Dr. M.issii; submitted to the kind counsel of the Chair: 
he was far from wishing to cuter into any controversy but thought 
it was desirable, if jiussible, to jioiut out the person who had 
violated the rules laid down by the Conference. 

After some brief remarks from Hev. W, Bevan, the m.itter 
dropjied. 

A. G. Ei-i.is, Esij. said he had a Rpjairt from the Finance Com¬ 
mittee. 

Rev. Dr. .Stkane thought, that the Conference was scarcely the 
Body to W'hich the Report in que-stiim should be made. At the 
same time, if the Report might be received, though it was some¬ 
what informal to present it, he rather thought it would Ih> desirable 
to have it read, as it might tend to put Brethren in possession of 
facts, by showing them u hat moneys were received, what expended, 
and what nece-ssary still to be raised. An intimation of that sort, 
he submitted, would come very projierly notr, as so many Brethren, 
from different jiarts of Great Britain, were gathered together. 

Rev. A. D. C’A.MrtiKi.i.. thouglit it might he read, though the 
Conference was not the proper Bwly to adopt it. 

Mr. £i>lis read the following Report:— 

“ Heporl to the Conference bjf the Finance Committee. 

“ The Finance Coniinittee bog leave renpectfiitly to report to the Conference m 
followi; — 

“There have been hud liefore the Committee, by the sevoral Division* of tlie 
Alliance, statements which show the rcceipu and expenditure for iocai and general 
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|iur|>OM!>, up to the (Into of the Aleetiii" of tlie Conference; aiiid tlie Conimitlee 
hint investigated these, in so far as apjaeiired necessary. 

‘•Tlie Committee lias, during the present Sittings, given orders for such jia) incuts 
ns were icipiired ; and they have now made arrangements, according to the most 
carefully-prepared estimates, for the discharge of every claim which can arise 
against the Association, up to the close of the Conference. The travelling eifpenses 
of the Clerical Members of the several Divisions will be paid by the following per¬ 
sons; those of the Liverpool Division by Ilcv. G. Osborn; those of the Dublin 
Division by Dr. Blackwood; those of the Glasgow Division by Mr. Henderson ; 
and those of the Loudon Division, together with the other expenses of the Con¬ 
ference, will be paid by the London Finance Committee. 

“ A general statement of the receipts, including certain sums still to be received, 
and of the ascertaiiicd and estimated expenditure, is now laid before the Con¬ 
ference. 

“ The t'ommittce feels gratified in expressing a hope, that, when the amount 
agreed to be raiscil shall be realized, it will he found sufficient to discharge all pre¬ 
sent and eutiteni|ilated expenses, uji to the close of the Conference, and leave a 
lialancc, though of small amount, to be p.iid to the General Treasurer. 

“ The Conmiiitee, in conclusion, beg leave to notice, that the Report prepared by 
the Select (amimittcc cuntaiiis no provision regulating the annual contribution, 
which the Divisional Committees must make to the Treasurer of the Alliance to 
meet the general expenses of the Association; and the Committee has, in conse- 
ijucnce, prepared a Resolution in reference to this matter, which, if called for, will 
be laid before the Conference. 

“(Signed) “A. ti. KLLIS, Hecretary.’’ 

Rev. \V. Hevan, and several other Members, thought it was 
desirable, that the Conference should hear the Resolution referred 
to in the last paragraph of the above Report. 

Mr. Ei.lis read it, as subjoined,— 

“ Heuntation in regard to I'inanee, prepared by the Finance Committee for the 
eoneideration of the Conference. 

“ That, as expense to a very considerable amount must hereafter be incurred by 
the (r’cneni/Commil/ee of the Alliance, or Agyregate Krecutire Committee, 
in Salaries to the Secretary and Clerks, in Office rent, in printing, in corre¬ 
spondence, ill defraying the cxiienses of Foreign Visiters, when their presence 
here may be considered advisable; it is resolved, that, by way of experiment 
fur the present year, one fourth, at lea.st, of the sums ctdlected from the Meni- 
t>crs, in the several Divisions in the Britisli Branch, shall be appropriatcil for 
this purpose, and be remitted regularly to the Treasurer of the .Alliance.” 

Tuomas Farmku, Esq. said, that, if the engagements entered 
into by the several Divisions were fulfilled, the Finance Committee, 
after making allowance for all the expenses that were likely to be 
incurred, entertained the hoiie, that there would lie a trifling 
balance left. The whole sum had nut yet been realised: but they 
hoped it soon would be. 

T 2 
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The Chairman wished to understand his friend.—Liverjxsd Inul 
paid up; Scotland, the same; London was deficient some iJIWKt or 
iE400; and the Irish Division had not yet paid, hut had made 
arrangements for that purpose. Tliat was the present state of 
pecuniary affairs. 

W. A. Hankbv, Estj. presented the following Recommendation: 

“ The London Divisional Comniitlec of the Evangelical Alliance, having between 
.£3()0 and XIOO still to raise, in order to nmkc up the sum of A'23(t0 (t»iiig 
their quota of the expense ntteiuling the fonnation of the Alliance,) beg to 
moke known this important fact to their friends in the London Division 
(which includes the Metropolis and the southern Counties of Engl.ind,) who 
liave not yet contribute*!; in the earnest exj cclalion, tliat the I'ominitUe will 
be enabled to fulfil their engiigeincnt laforc the f.mfeience breaks uj>. Con¬ 
tributions I'll tin's Ijehalf will Ik; rcciived either by Tlmni is I'iirtiicr, Es'i , 
William ILiniilton, Eo;., or W. A. Iliiiikey, E.'ii." 

Rev. J. H. SiF.w.tHT tlieii hnuight tip the Report of the .S|iei'ial 
C'uinmittoc apjutinted yesterday iifteriiooii, on Ihiragriijih 1\’., and 
moved its adoption. It was, he said, cause for general tli.uiksgiving 
to the Lord, that the Rci>ort was uiianiinonsly agreed to hy the 
Select Committee, after several lu>urs' delil'eration. It was as 
follows:— 

‘•Tli.at, in siilacrvieiicy to the s.linc great object, tbe Alliaiicc will endeaveiir to 
exert a benelicia! intiucucc on tlic .ailv.vneement of Evangeliiul Prutcsbintisin, ami 
on the counteraction of Infidelity, of Koinanisin, .nml of such otiicr fornis ol 
Superstition, Error, ami Profanciicss as are most pn minenlly opposetl to it, 
especially the Jc.*ecnition of the h.ird's day ; it being undersloMl, that the dif¬ 
ferent liraiiches of the -Viliance Iw left to adopt sii;h meth.«lH of proscculiiig 
the-c great ends, as ni.iy to them appc.vr most in accordanci' with their levpective 
circumstances; all, at the same time, pursuing them in the spirit of sincere ami 
tender affection towards those who are the unhappy victims of error in all its 
Tarietics. 

“In promoting ihtse, and similar objects, tlic Alii.incc contemplates chiefly the 
stimulating of Christlins to such efforts as the cxigcncic'S of the case may demand, 
by publishing its views in regard U> them, rather than actoDiplishing these views by 
any general organisation of iu own." 

Rev, E. BiCKRRtiTETH, ill rising to second the tidopthiii of the 
Report, twid,—It df>es not require that much slmnld Iw said n]Hin 
the subject. In the Committee, the Kngli.sh BrelI.ren, such us 
.Mr. Tidman; our Brethren from the Continent, such ns IR. 
Monod; and our Brethren from America, like Dr. Cox; nil freely 
and fully oiicned out their views upon the question. Tbia dittcus- 
sion was carried on for two or three hours, during which Dr, Ward- 
law sat ill a corner, listening to all that was said, with that dee.i 
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silgucity for whicli lie is remarkable, and that ealmuess of sjiirit fur 
wliicli he is equally distinguished; and, having made minutes, he at 
length brought before us, in substance, the first part of our Resolu¬ 
tion,—which, as we all felt, more completely met all our views than 
anything which had been previously uttered; and the frankness of 
different Brethren, and the spirit of love in \#hich my dear Brother 
Binney received views which differed from his own, very much de¬ 
lighted my own mind. 

I ought perhaps to state, in conserpience of a ^Motion of Amend, 
ment which is coming forward, that the last clause of the first para¬ 
graph was rather adopted at the conclusion of the whole, u ithout 
that full and CNtcnded consideration which the other parts received. 
I do not see, myself, any objection to the alteration which has been 
proposed. In some respects, I think it is an improvement; because 
I do not want to give the title of “ unhappy victims ’’ to those who 
may differ from us. I have conversed with my friend Dr. Bunting 
and others in the Committee; and they do not see any objection to 
the alteration. It is not very regular to bring the Amendment into 
the Original Jlotion; but perhaps, under all the circumstances I 
have mentioned, we may more comidetely and rapidly come to a 
conclusion bv mv mentioning the words. 

The CTiaiiiman.—O ur friend is nut deputed oflicially, but siiuplv, 
in his private capacity, proposes the adoption of the Report, with a 
verbal Amendment,—thereby saving us some trouble, and the loss 
of vahiable time. 

Mr. BiCKKnsTKTii.—The alteration can hardly be called a formal 
Amendment. I do not know, that any Member of the Committee 
will object to it. It is— 

“ That instead of the words, ‘ towards the uiilmppy victims of error in nil its 
varieties,’ there be inserted the following, ‘ totrards those who are subject to 
the unhappy influence of the evils which the Alliance may endeavour to 
counteract.’ ” 

Rev. Dr. Bu.vtino cordially approved of the Amendment pro¬ 
posed ; he hardly wished it, however, to appear as such. He was 
sure it was iu accordance with the views entertained hy all. 

Rev. R. Eckktt seconded Mr. Bickersteth’s Amendment. 

Rev. ,J. II. Stewart agreed to the alteration. 

Rev. Dr. Beaij.mont proposed—■ 

“That the sentence should close with the word ‘compassion,’ tearing out those 
that followed, ‘towards the unhappy victims of error in all its varieties.’” 

This is what thmisaiuls would deny, and hy describing them in that 
manner, the (’onferenee would lose all power over them. 
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Rev. W. W. Eaviiank secomleil J)r. Renumoiit's Proposition.— 
Our great object is to convert men ; and to convince them tluit we 
are seeking their real good. But this is not to be cfFectod by apply¬ 
ing to them such expressions a.s “the unhappy victims of error/’ 
which they u’ould consider ns “ calling them names.” I would 
propose the addition of the word “ love ” to “ compassion.” Would 
Dr. Beaumont agree to this alteration of his Amendment ? 

Rev. Dr. Bkai'mon’t checrfidly consented; and suggested that 
the word “sincere ” should be omitted. 

Rev. Dr. Bitntino, while he believed Jlr. Kwbank’s alteration 
was a real improvement, did not concur in the statements made in 
its su]>port. He thought, that people should be kindly and atfec- 
tionately told they were in error. He did not see how they were 
otherwise to Iks convinced that they were in the wrong. He objected 
to the speeches made in support of the Ainendmcnt lieiiig considered 
as expressing the sense of the Conference. 

The CiiAiHMAN put the Amendment,— 

“That the concluding clause of the first paragrijih stand in the following terms,— 
‘pursuing them in the spirit of tender compassion and love.’" 

Carried. 

Rev. Dr. Hobv moverl— 

“ That the words ‘especially the dcsecnition of the I.nrd’.H day ’ ho omitted." 

The Motion, not being seconded, dropped, as a matter of course. 
The Motion, a.s amended, wiis read.— 

“ That, in subserviency to the same great ohjeef, the .Mlinnto will endeavour to 
exert a beneficial influence on the advancement of Uvangelical rmteslantism, 
and on the counteraction of Infidelity, of Itomaiiism, and of such other fnrnvs 
of Superstition, Error, and I’rofiincnes* as are most prominently opposed to i*, 
especially the desecration of the Lord’s day ; it being undorsinorl, that the 
different Branches of the .Allianco Im) left to adopt sioh nicihmis of prose¬ 
cuting these great ends, as may to them appear most in necordanec with their 
respective circumstances,—all at the same time pursuing them in the spirit of 
tender compassion and love. 

‘ In promoting these and similar objects, the Allinnec Contemplates chiefly the 
stimulating of Christians to such efforts as the exigencies of the case may 
demand, by publishing its views in regard to them, rather than accom¬ 
plishing these views hy nny general orgnnization of its own." 

And in this form it was carried. 

Rev. R. Etkbtt proposed a verbal Amendment in the Resolution 
just passed,—which, in consequence of a remark from the Chairman, 
was dropped. 
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Rev. Dr. Stjcank read the order for the next hu.sinejs. 

Rev. Dr. F. A. Cox, of Hackney, moved,— 

“ That a Pcrioilical I’uhlication be iasiiwl, under the sanction of the Alliance, 
whether <)uartcrh', annually, or occasionally, to he hereafter determined ; 
the object of which shall be to bring into a condensed form the general pro- 
eeedings of the different Uranches of this Confederation, and, by being the 
depository of important letters obtained from every part of the World, to 
exhibit, as far as practicable, from time to time, the state of Iteligion 
throughout its extent. And further, that a Committee of lire be appointed, 
to make all the reipiisite arrangements for carrying out this design, and 
superintending such publication.” 

Dr. Cox bt'jijjcd it to be observed, tliiit no iiientioii tvas made of 
an imwediair Periodical; the ({iicsiiun whm it should be published 
was left perfectly open. The idea entertained respecting such a 
Periodical was, that it would he the means of rendering permanent 
many vitlnidtle documents, tind much interesting corresjwndence, 
which otherwi.se tvould be fugitive : and would afford tin opportunity of 
recording the proceedings of different localities.—showing, from time 
to time, what was going forward in connexion with the Evangelical 
Alliance ; and of recording the visits of deputations to different 
parts of this and other Countries. Such deputations, on their 
return, might give Reports to a particular Committee: but, if these 
were not embodied in a permanent fimn, they u'ould be overlooked 
—would soon disappear, and no impression would be produced upon 
the general Body. Sometimes, too, in the interchange of Alinutes 
between different parts of the Association, important statements 
might be made, which it would be desirable to preserve, and to make 
use of in a more jmblic manner, through the medium of a 
Periodical of that doscrijition. 

He was anxious m>t to enlartje ; but he would briefly assign 
three reasons why lie thought it exceedingly desirable, that corre¬ 
spondence of an extensive kind should be opened with all parts of 
the World, and preserved in the way stated. First, he thought it 
would tend to maintain the interest already excited in the Evan¬ 
gelical Alliance in all their minds, during the intervals of the great 
Septennial or Triennial gatherings, as might hereafter be deter¬ 
mined. Instead of allowing these feelings to .subside, and the 
Members to remain in ignorance of wbat was done, or in course of 
doing, it was exceedingly important, that a correspondence should 
be maintained with every part of the World ; and the information 
thus acquired, when condensed, communicated through the medium 
of some Periodical. 

His second reason was, that such a Periodical might give a dis. 
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tiuct view, as far as jxissiblo, of llio state of Religion in ditferent 
Countries. Great ignorance prevailed on tins subject. All the 
knowledge they possessed was derived from scraps and friignrents of 
information, which from time to time appeared in various religious 
publications: but there was no general and cond)ined view of the 
state .of Religion in ditferent parts of the World. .Such a Periodical, 
however, might be the deposit of authentic information, selected 
from the letters of well-known individuals; and thus they would 
be enabled to take a survey of the general state of Religion in 
Europe, America, and various- other parts, with which corre¬ 
spondence was held. 

His third reason was, that it would have a tendency to correct the 
misrepresentations made by so many of their opponents, who said 
they were ‘-'doing nothing,” by showing that they were doing very 
great things, by their ascertaining and conmninicatiiig pul)Iicly the 
real state of Religion in every part of tlie globe. These were the 
general grounds on which he proposed the Resolntinii. He wished 
to recur to what he first said; that the lime for issuing such a 
Periodical was understood to he a matter for future consideration. 
His idea, at first, w.as not that of a rcnular Periodical, piddished 
quarterly, much less monthly, nor even annually ; but occasionally, 
—somewhat similar, perhaps, to what one large Society published in 
three years, called “ Periodical .Accounts.” Such a publication, he 
believed, would he of great benefit to the interests of the .Alliance. 

Rev. AV'. W. Ewbank seconded the Resolution. He was fully 
aware of the difficulty which would he experienced in carrying it 
out; but he also felt the desirableness of having such a Periodical. 
Five persons, selected by the Conference, would, he thought, be 
competent to the task. 

Rev. Dr. S. H. Cox had listened with great interest to the pro¬ 
posal, yet he was not in favour of it. He had three, and many 
more reasons against the proposal. While an organ was un¬ 
doubtedly to be desired, he was convinced that an GBcumenical 
Alliance ought not to be the immediate parent of it, but that it 
might to he left to the Branches. If they met quinquennially, or 
trieqnially, or septennially, it would be better for them, ad interim, 
to have no organization at all. Each Branch might have its own 
organ, and could correspond with every other Branch,—each Branch 
Iwing responsible to its own locality. .So that, if any mistake were 
made, either on the American or the British side of the water, the 
whole Alliance would not be responsible for it. He hoped the press 
would lie used in the cause of Religion and Christian Union at such 
a rate ns would not give the devil so much opportunity of using it: 
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bill III' decidedly thought, that the Alliance itself should not be 
(M)mmitted to any editor or organ in the AVorld. 

Rev. A. S. TiiKr.wAH, felt strongly, that the responsibility of 
conducting a Periodical for the whole Alliance, scattered over 
various parts of the World, was far too heavy to rest upon any five 
individuals who could possibly be named. He was convinced, that 
the different portions of the Alliance would much more efficiently 
collect and diffuse information, through various organs, in their 
respective localities, than could possibly be done by the attempt to 
concentrate tlic whole into one Periodical. 

Rev. Dr. IMassjb called attention to the fact, tliat this matter 
bad been deliberately discussed for nine montlis. It had been one 
of the first questions under consideration in the Select Committee; 
and, after a calm and careful consideration, they found their diffi¬ 
culties to be so great as to lead them to omit the proposition for a 
Periodical; but they had drawn up a proposition, that “Reports and 
Minutes, and other documents in promotion of the above objects, be 
piiblished by the Alliance at the time of its Meetings; and that 
.similar documents may be issued, from time to time, by its various 
Branches, on their own responsibility.” This was in accordance 
with the suggestion of Dr. Cox, of America, that the Alliance 
.should not become a publisher for all the World, and commit itself 
to every mistake which might be made by those acting under its 
authority. 

Rev. Dr. Young, of Whitby, said, it was of great importance to 
have an organ of some description, that the Continental and 
American Brethren might have accurate information. He thought 
it of high importance, that such an organ should be issued from 
London, as the centre of the movement, in order toconvey information 
of the progress of this grand Institution to all parts of the Country, 
and to different portions of the Church of Christ. They were not 
to judge of the size of the Alliance by the number of those who 
w’ere now present. Slany had virtually joined, prior to the formation 
of the Alliance; and vast numbers were ready to join it, when they 
heard of the happy issue of the present Meetings. He appeared 
not merely ns an individual— 

The Chairman requested the speaker to confine himself to the 
subject, of whether a Periodical should be issued by the Alliance. 

[Dr. Young, suffering under deafness, was unaware of what the 
Chairman said; and, attempting to resume the thread of his former 
discourse, was received with loud cries of “ order,” and “ chair.” 
Misapprehending the true cause of the interruption, the speaker, with 
wounded feelings, immediately resumed his seat, and we are given 
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li> understand, sliortly afterwards retired from tlie Itleeling. When 
the facts of the cuse Iwcauie known, universal rcffret was felt, that, 
from a mutual iv.isundorstunding, so unplesisnnt a circumstance 
should have occurre<l.] 

Rev. J. ConnKAUX agreed with Dr. Cox, from America. It 
apjieared to him, that the Motion now before the Chair was ren¬ 
dered unnecessary by the one they had ju.st ]mssed. In that, it 
was stated, that the ditferent Branches of the Alliance were left to 
adopt such methods of prosecuting the great ends for which the 
Alliance has been formed, as might appear to them most in ac¬ 
cordance with their respective circumstances: and therefore, if it 
were thought useful and desirable, each Branch could issue a 
Periodical of its own. 

The Motion was then put, and negatived. 

Rev. John Scott moved the adoption of the following Resolu¬ 
tion, as Paragraph under “ Objects.” 

“ That Roport.i, Minutes, .nnil other Dncunients in |>roriintion of tlie nl>nvo olijects, 
V [mblisheil b> the Allmnc ■ at the time of its Meetings ; imtl that similnr 
DiKuments may be issued from time to time, to its various llraiiehes, on their 
onn responsibility." 

Mr. Scott said,—The Resolution, Sir Culling, which I have the 
honour to submit to the Confenmee, respects tlie use of the Press 
in promoting the objects of this Alliance : and 1 trust a very free 
use will be made of that means i.f making our objects known, and 
of conciliating the general regard of Christians to the principles 
upon which we are proceeding. We have lighted our lam|), and we 
are not willing to put it under a bushel, or allow it to die out; hut 
will try, I trust, hy every possible means, to make it shine before 
all the World. I think, the position assnujpd in the Resolution is 
precisely that in which the .Mliance should he placed. If any of 
the Branches think, that a Periodical will render service to the cause, 
then it is competent for them to issue such a Periodical, and to 
puhlish other documents, in whatever form may seem to tlieir 
wisdom most advisable. And I trust we shall have a succession of 
documents—not merely statistical information, and such ns may 
give us an .iccoiint of what is pa.ssing among the different Branches 
of this Alliance in various parts <if the World, hut nppeids to all 
classes of the Christi.Tti World, that shall commend our cause to 
intelligent, thoughtful minds; and which can be carried into the 
stuSies of those who are not likely to attend otir Public Meetings. 
There are Brethren, Members of this Alliance, who arc possessed of 
great intellectual power, and who are ns eloquent and convincing 
when they use the pen as when they nse the longue: and I trust 
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these will be willing to lay some contribution upon the altar of this 
Alliance, that so they may serve Christ, by commending our great 
cause to the consideration of those who are calmly and seriously 
thinking upon the matter. 

('aptain Trotteu. —I have very groat pleasure in seconding this 
Ilesolution. I believe tlio reports referred to will be exceedingly 
valuable,—not only as reminding us of what has taken place at 
these .Meetings, Init also as exercising a powerful effect upon our 
own minds, as well as upon those of others. The recording of 
wliat has taken place at such ^Meetings as we have been 
privileged to attend, will show,—not only the power of our God, and 
of Ifis Spirit; in bringing us to so many harmonious conclusions ; 
but I trust it will have also an humbling effect,—reminding us of the 
many difliculties which have arisen from time to time among ns, 
and showing us the weakness of our flesh. 1 feel, that what we 
have passed through, during the last few days, will be a lesson to us 
all ; that we .shall deejdy meditate upon it, and prayerfully think 
over the circumstances in which we have been placed; and that, by 
God’s grace, we shall all he enabled to look over the Records and 
Minutes, and greatly profit by them. I have great ])leasure in 
seconding the adoption of this Resolution, because I believe it will 
be of real value to the cau-se we h.tve at heart. 

Rev. Dr. Bcntinu would just state, for the information of the 
Conference, that it was intended, that the Alliance, during its 
Meetings, should be the sole judge of what was published, as of 
and from it: but that different Branches, on the other hand, should 
judge for themselves, what would best serve the cause, in their 
respective localities. lie cordially approved of the distinction thus 
made ; for he could easily conceive of many things, which it would 
be desirable and useful to publish in America, but whicb it would 
not be consistent with the doctrine of Christian expediency to 
publish in England ; and viev rerxd. .\gain, the Resolution now before 
the Chair, would not hinder the American Branch of the Alliance 
from re-publishing anything good, and likely to be useful, which 
had been before published in England; and here also vice versd. 
The various Branches could hold intercourse with each other, and 
could mutually re-publi$h what they might think would tend to 
promote the common objects of the Alliance. 

Rev. 8. A. VVai.ker moved, that the words, “in promotion of 
the above objects,” be omitted from the place where they now stood, 
and be inserted after the word “ documents,” causing the paragraph 
to read,— 
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'• That KepoHs, Miimtc-s and other Uociimentx be puhlished hv the Alliance at 
the time of its Mcctin^a ; and that similar Documents, in promotion of tho 
above objects, mav be issued from time to time, by its various itranches, on 
their own responsibility.” 

He thought the alteration in the colliH'ation wottld be a matter of 
convenience, and would express more accurately the dilference 
between the Documctits issued by tlie Alliance “ at the time of its 
Meetings,” and those issued by its Branches. The .\lliaiice, in its 
aggregate capacity .would publish stich Drrcuments as were incidental 
to its Meetings; while^ the Branches would publish Documents, 
which would liave for their express design, the promotion of the 
views propounded in tlie forme;' part of the “ Objects." 

Rev. OwKN Clakke seconded the Motion. 

The Amendment was put, and negatived. 

Rev. J. N. Goui.ty moved, that, after the words, “ at the time of 
its greetings,” there should be added. “ or, by its order, afterwards.” 

The Mover and Secomlerof the Re.solntion agreed to incorporate 
the proposed alteration into the Original Motion, which was then 
carried in the following form :— 

‘•That Reports, Miinilca, aiul other Di>cumentJ, in promotion of the alMoe (ilijecta, 
be publisheil l>y the .\lliaiiee at the tiuie of it.s Meetings, or, by its order, 
afterwards ; and that similar Documents may Iw is.sucd from lime to lime, liy 
its various Branches, on their own responsibility." 

Rev, Dr. Robson moved, that the following word.s stand as 
Paragraph under *' Objects:”— 

“That the Alliance recommend, that the first week of October in each vear, 
be observed by the people of God throughout the World, as a season for 
concert in Prayer on behalf of the General Objects contemplated by the 
.Alliance.” 

The object, he said, which was contemplated by this Resulutiuii, 
was of great importance. The movement had originated in prayer, 
and must be 8ust.nined by prayer. He did not kntrw, that there 
ever had been before assembled, since the first days of the Christian 
Church, an a.ssembly from which such a recommendation ns this, for 
a general concert of prayer over the whole M’orld, could go forth 
with so great weight of infitiencc. He was extremely desirous 
that the Conference should adopt such a Resolution,—though he was 
not able to say «hetlier it occupied the best position in which it 
couid l»e placed. The Sabbath before he left home, he in¬ 
vited his people to spend an hour in prayer, that Go<l would 
guide the deliberations of the Confereiice to an issue which would 
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glorify Him, and yrcivc u blming to tin- (Jliurcli., lie expected, 
that some one or two hundred would attend; hut there were not 
less than one thousand in his place of worship that night—all 
deeply affected,—some even to tears; and lie was sure, that, if 
they had the idea that Christians throughout the World were 
engaged in similar exercises with themselves at a certain period, a 
most deliglitful feeling would be produced, and it would teud to 
forward the great object which they contemplated. 

llev. K. Bk'KKHStkth seconded the Hesolution, believing it 
vitally important to the success of the whole worh. Its substance, 
in unother futm, was contained in a Resolution at the bottom of the 
seventh page of the “Suggestions,”—in which it Wiis recommended, 
that there he “ siniultaneons weekly ])et!tii>ii at the Throne of 
(•race, in the closets and families of the Members,—and the 
forenoon of Monday is suggested as the time for that purpose." 
.Still, he thought that prayer was the vitality—the whole strength 
of their whole work; and that they could hardly have it too often 
pressed upon them. In the present Resolution, this w.as done in -a 
new and important form. 

Rev. Dr. Massik trusted the Resolution would be adopted, but 
that it woidd he classed with tliat to which Mr. Rickersteth had 
referred, where it would come i:i its ajipropriate place. He siii- 
eerely trusted his Brethren would consent to that modificatiuii. 

Rev. Dr. S. H. Co.x was much pleased with the observations of 
Dr. Robson, Mr. Bickersteth, and Dr. Mas.sie. He would suggest 
the substitution of “ January " for " October,” as it now stood in the 
Kesidution. That season was extensively observed in America 
for special prayer ; and, by making the change he had suggested, 
the necessity would be avoided of making another annual concert 
for prayer. For the reason just ste.ted, he also believed such a 
concert for prayer would he better supported in .Tanuary, than in 
October; and another reason w’as, that it would be a glorious way 
of beginning the year;—by having their hearts enlarged and lifted 
up to Heaven, in concert with all Christians,—thus taking po.ssession 
of the year in the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy- 
Ghost. 

Rev. J. H. Stewart thought, that such a wav of hegiuniiig the 
year would be the very way to bring down the fnltilnieiit of that 
gracious promise, that “ thy days sliall be as the days of heaven 
upon the earth.” The Bishop of (/he.ster once remarked, that at 
that time they could he in the best ci)!U])any throughout the 
World : and he (Mr. Stewart) believed, that then would Europe, 
Asia, Africa, and America all he oflering tip the incense of prayer 
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and praise to the blessed Saviour. How delightful was the thought 
of begiuniiig the year in this inaiiuer ! 

The Chaiksian en(|uireil, if the .Mover and Seconder wished ti> 
withdraw the Resolution, for the 2 >urpo.se of ])ro]iusiiig its insertion 
in another place. 

Rev, Dr. Robson did not wish to j)ress hi.-i Resolution at the 
present time. He thought the siihject of so much iniportanci*, 
that considerable jirominence should he given to it. He agreed 
with Dr. Cox’s suggested alteration of the •• first week of October ” 
to “the first week of January.” 

Rev. T. Binnkv, when the proj)er time arrived, wotild sugge.st, 
that the words “ jieople of (iod,” he altered to “ Members of «iur 
Body.” He thought, that one period .should he set ajiart distinctly 
fur the purpu.se mentioned in the Resolution, that it might e\- 
pres.sly he a meeting of the friends of the Alliance throughout the 
World. He did nut a{>[irove of its being pul a.s an apjtendage to a 
CJDcert which already exi.steil. 

[[The Conference consented to the w ithdrawul of Dr, Robsou’.' 
Motion, with a view to its consideration at a future time.] 

Rev. Dr. Stk.vnk, having read the order tif the day for enteriiie; 
upon the ” General Organization,” stated, th.at, for rea.soiis which 
opjieared to the Business Cominittee both weighty and eouchi.sive, 
they had committed this entire subject, containing Right l’urHgra|>hs, 
to he introduced by Rev. Dr. .Schmucker, and secondeil by Rev. 
Dr. Bunting,—instead of having a .Mover and Seconder to every 
separate Paragraph. 

The whole series of Paragraphs, under the head of Organization, 
were then read, a* follow :— 


“ I. That tlie .Alliance shall consi.sl nf tim.n- j visoris, in all |iarts of ihe WorM, 
who shall concur in the I’nnciiilcs and Ohiect.s adopted hy the Conference : it 
iieing understoofi, that siicli jicisons adhere ns Christians, in their imliridiinl 
capacity. 

“II. That the MemlaTs of the Alliance l>e recummetided to adopt such utijanis.'i. 
tion in their setcral Countries, ns, in their judgement, may la? ini.st in 
accordance with their peculiar circumstances. And that, in furtherance of the 
above jdaii, it l>c rcfomnicndcrl, for the present, that a branch be fumicd f.,r 
each of the following Districts;- 

“ I. The t'l.itcd Kingde.m of ritcat Britain and Irs lnnd, exclusive of the 
British Colonies. 

“2. The United States of Aineiic.'u 

“ .1, The Kingdom of France. 

“4. Ti>e North of <ieriiiany. 

“ !>. The South id Germany an 1 German Swit/erhmd. 
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'• Ami t1 liltaiUUtioiml Biam'lies l>c, fn.rn timelii liini*. uci>.iii»-d as »ut)i, by 
tiic comutrencc iif ttiiy twu jirevioiisiv-existin;; llrimcliir. 

“111. Tlial uii iiHiciiil corrttspoiidi-nct; bu maiiilaiiiLsl bclwi fii ll.u stvcral 'irtjmd/.-d 
Itraiulms, and that Annual Ufi«irts of tlicir |iroc(.'eding» bu tnulna!!;. int.-i- 
changcd, with a view to co-oiieration and cncourugtinent in tin-ir common 
cntori>ri/.e. 

” IV. That any Menilicr of the Alliance, on his removal to another Country, shall 
be entitled to the privileges of Membership, in connexion with that lltain h of 
the Alliance existing near his new resi.'enec. 

“ V. That the Alliance shall meet in Conference every seventh yiaxr, an 1 oftener. 
if ileenieil neccssiiry, at the call of two Ilranches, one on each side of t’.i - 
Atlantic. The time and jdace of the regular Septennial Meeting to h.i 
authorized by the previous Conference, and, in ease of .‘special Meetings, by 
nuitiial consultation. The first Meeting to he held (i>. v.) at 
in the year 

“ VI. That the .Septennial Conference shall consist of all -Members of the .Alliance, 
specially appointed by the respective liranches iiml their Auxilhiries. 

“ Vll.'/i'hal each Conference sl.iill elect its own (Ifi'ccrs, ininiely, it l*re.sident, Vicc- 
I’resitlents, Secretaries, Tnasnrer, and f'onimittc.s ; and may form such 
In-laws as it shall deem proper ; which shall n; t, however, be landing on any 
sahsci I uont ('onfcrencc. 

“VIII. That no .alteration sliall he made in the constitulion of tlie .Alliance at 
the time wlicn such alteration is projnsi d; nor until, at a suhscriuent 
Confereiiee, it shall be ticicrminet! In a maiority of threc-fouiths of the 
Memliers present." 

Kcv. Dr. St u.nfCKEH, of tlic LiuIiiTau Collejre, Geifysburoli, 
Pennsylvania.—In rising to jrropose the adoption of this Resolution, 
allow me, tMr. Chairman and re.siieeteil Brethren, to congratulate 
you upon the fact, that tve have now arrived at the last prominent 
item of business before us. This item, altliough it comes after 
other business, which has already been transacted, was in reality 
adopted at an earlier period by the Aggregate Commillee; and, 
after being deliberately discussed, received its final sanction. It is, 
therefore, Imped, that it may meet the general ap|irobation of those 
who are to act upon it. 

There are two ideas which I would respectfully submit. The 
first is, that, in forming the constitution for the Parent Society, 
should be aimed at. “ The field is the World," said 
the Saviour Himself; and we have no right to limit onr efforts 
and aims, in the advancement of Ilis Kingdom, to any narrower 
bounds. It is but a few months, comparatively, since the idea of 
this Conference was first agitated by a few of the nobler spirits in 
your own Country. Reference has already been made to American 
Brethren who are particularly disposed to sympathize with us ; 
allow me to mention the name of Rev. Dr. Bacon, of New Haven, 
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one of the noblest spirits of the American Churcli, as having largely 
participated in the anxiety and interest felt in this subject: but I 
say, although but a few months have passeil since the question was 
first agitated, what do we now find.!* We find here a Convention 
containing representatives from the half of the globe—from America, 
and various parts of the Continent of Europe, as well as from Great 
Britain and Ireland. Our principle should be comjtrehensive, 
capable of embracing the World ; luid to this end our elForts also 
should be directed. 

My second idea is this, that safely as well as universality should 
be aimed at. History teaches us, that in all institutions, Eccle¬ 
siastical ns well as political, there is a tendency to accumulation 
and concentration of |Miwer ; and, therefore, the rights of indi¬ 
viduals and minor Bmlies ought to 1k‘ secured, as far as pfissible, 
against the .aggressions of those which are more central and powerful. 
For this reason we suppose, that such a General Organization ought 
to \M>ssess strength enough to keep together the several Branches, 
and to provide for the holding of triennial,quiiKpieimlal, or septennial 
Meetings ; but to possess no intermediate control over the Branches. 
In accordance with this view of the subject, it is proposed by this 
Constitution, that the management of each Branch should be inde¬ 
pendent of the Parent Society ; and that, in the interim of the 
assembling of the Conferences, there should be no permanent 
depository of power ; no Body, around which it would be possible 
for power to concentrate or accumulate. If in the progress of 
events it is found, that there is any feature of the C'onstitutii/u 
which may be improved, no doubt we shall all be disptsed to adopt 
such improvement,—until, gradually, under (iotl’s Providence, >ve 
make out of this great .Mliance i>reclsely what it ought to be, and 
what the blessed .Saviour Himself would wish us to make it. 

The CiiAiH.MAN said, that, before tbe Resolution wa.s seconded, 
he would a.sk Dr. Schmucker, how he filled up the blanks—“The 
first Meeting to be held (n.v.) at———? ’’ 

Dr. St'iiML'CKKB.—New York. 

The Chairman. —“ In the year-” 

Dr. Hchmucker.—I n three years' time—that is 104U. 

Rev. Dr. Bcxtino.—T he great principle in which this proposi¬ 
tion dilFers from auy formerly submitted by the Aggregate Com¬ 
mittee, or by the Select Committee, is, in making thi.s Alliance, 
what my friend. Dr. Cjin, called “fKcumenical:" not that there 
should Ih* merely a British Alliance, connected, os we hoped, witli 
sister Alliances in different parts of the World ; but that there 
should be constituted One Alliance, And it seems lief ter, I now 
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humbly think, to have Branches in different parts of the World, than 
merely to have affiliations to the British Alliance. This change 
has been the effect of the conference, which the Members of the 
Select Committee had with the American Brethren in the Aggregate 
Committee. No one can feel more grateful than I do, for any 
additional bond of Christian Union, which tends to unite that 
important part of the World more closely with our own. 

And I fully agree in the probability,—that, by the blessing of God 
(on which, after all, we must entirely depend for the realization of 
all benefits), the preservation of peace between both countries will 
be greatly promoted by the organization in question. I believe, we 
have been providentially led to the adoption of the suggested altera¬ 
tion of the project which had been previously entertained. I do not 
know any particular part of this series of Resolutions which requires 
further remarks. 1 jierceive a very important one refers to the 
Membership tUf this General Alliance ; not to the Membership of the 
British or American Branch of the General Alliance,—but to the 
Membership of the Alliance generally. As far as I am able to 
consider that subject,—after hearing, with great anxiety, what 
different Brethren thought upon it,—I have come decidedly to the 
conclusion—as far as 1 have any right to decide on anything—that 
the Members should consist of those, in any’ and all parts of the 
World, “ who shall concur in the Principles ond Objects adopted 
by the Conference," and llinl, '• in their individual capacity." 

In an Alliance, which is to comj)rehend the World, I think it 
would he injudicious to go farther, in defining and limiting the 
terms of Membership, than the Principles and Objects which have 
already been agreed upon. Therefore, so far as I see, I heartily 
approve of these Resolutions; and I hope that God will give His 
blessing to this attempt to unite Christians of all parts of the World 
in the bond of our Association. 

The Chairman asked Dr. Bunting, whether he agreed in the 
filling up of the blanks, as suggested by Dr. Schmucker } 

Rev. Dr. Bunting replied, that the time of holding the next 
Conference was to him pcrsonallif a thing of no consequence,—as he 
had no hope of seeing the year 1R49, much less a later year. But he 
agreed in the proposition, to hold it three years hence. As to the 
place—New York, he thought, had a claim upon them. He was 
going to say, they were infinitely indebted to their American 
Brethren, who had made so many sacrifices to visit them ; and who 
had been made, by the blessing of God, so useful in carrying on the 
business of the Conference. 

The Chairman. —The whole paragraph having now been moved 

u 
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and seconded, I will take the clatises fterialim ,—with the consent of 
the Conference. 

To this the Conference assented. 

Rev. Dr. Stean’e then read the Fir»t Clauie, upon which, he 
stated, there were three Ainendnients. The Clause was as follows,— 

“I. That the Alliance sliall consist of those persons, in all parts of the WorlJ, 
who shall concur in the Principles and Objects adopted by the Conference; 
it being understood, that such Members adhere as Christians, in their indi¬ 
vidual capacity." 

The First Amendment, by R. A. Macfie, Esq., wtts read; hut, 
as he was absent, it dropped. 

The Second Amendment, .submitted by the Rev. J. IIowaui) 
Hintos, was tlien read— 

“ That in the First Claiist', after the words ‘ those persons,’ the words ‘ not being 
Slaveholders,’ be inserted." 

Rev. J. Angell Jaaif.s suggested, that the discussion should be 
carried on without any audible marks of disapprobation or the con¬ 
trary. The question was sufficiently stimulating to render these tpiite 
unnecessary. Tliey might, jrerhajrs, Ijc spared witli advantage, on 
all occasions ;—more especially on this. The Members of the Con¬ 
ference would be ablp to do everytlting more calmly and quietly, if 
they beard in silence. 

Tlie Clause wa.s read, together with tlie Amendment. 

Rev. J. II. Hinton.—.S ir Culling and beloved friends, I am 
quite aware of the gravity of the task I have undertaken. I trust 
God will give me grace to refrain from uttering any im¬ 
proper and unsuitable sentiment or word ; and I trust also, that 
you will uphold me by your sympathy and jirayera. It is with the 
sincerest regret that I find the necessity of mooting a subject so 
exciting as that of .Slavery—more than exciting,—so very mo. 
meiitous. But it is under a sense of necessity that 1 act; nor can I, 
indeed, help myself. I cannot be considered responsible for the 
introduction of this question. This necessity arises out of the 
plan of Organization now submitted to the Conference. In the 
first Instance,it was intended to have independent, or sister Alliances; 
in which case, this question would not now, at all events, have arisen. 
But since the plan has lieen introduced—and introduced. I am told, 
by our American Brethren themselves—of a General Organization 
—comprehending all parts of the World ; and as the bringing of all 
the MemViers into a close connection witii one another, is involved 
in the very formation of an Alliance, the question naturally—neoes. 
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sarily—springs np ; and, if any parties are responsible for its intro, 
duction here, it is those who, at this late hour, have introduced this 
general plan of Organization, which has not long been before our 
minds. For my own part, on my return from Switzerland, just on 
the eve of the Conference, I found, that it presented the whole 
matter in a new aspect. I foresaw at once, that the question must 
spring up; and gravely has my mind been affected by it ever 
since. 

Now it will be seen, I think, at a glance, that the question 
respecting Slaveholding does arise out of the Organization proposed; 
since, as, in any part of the World, an adhesion to the general 
Principles and Objects of the Alliance qualifies for Membership, it 
admits of no doubt, that some Members in the United .States 
Branch will be .Slave-holders. I am entitled, I suppose, to affirm 
this, by what has been very fairly said by our American Brethren, 
and by the fact, evident enough, that some of the American Brethren 
here are pastors of Slave-holding Churches,—that is, of Churches ad¬ 
mitting Slaveholders. There is one Minister at least. So that it is not 
a thing to be doubted, that, according to this General Organization, 
there will be Slave-holders, Members of the Alliance. Now, Sir, 
the degree of association and connexion, into which all Members of 
the Alliance will be soon brought, is such, that, for my part, (and 
many others agree with me)—as I cannot assent to the recognition 
of the Christian character and standing of Slaveholders,—so I 
cannot, in my conscience, give to them the privilege of Membership. 

I urge against this recognition, in the first instance, the attitude 
of the whole affair,—so far as the printed documents were concerned, 
relating to the formation of this Conference. 

At the Aggregate Meeting held at Birmingham, the question was 
taken up and discussed; and a Resolution was come to, that no 
Slaveholders should be invited to the Conference. That Resolution 
was acted upon by the London Provisional Committee : and printed 
circulars, stating this fact clearly, met our American Brethren at 
every point. Now, on the same ground, on which the determination 
was come to, that Slaveholders should not be admitted to the Con¬ 
ference, the parties to the Resolution are surely called upon to 
maintain, that Slaveholders should not be admitted to the Alliance 
How can they, who excluded Slaveholders from the Conference, be 
guilty of the inconsistency of admitting them to the Alliance ? 
Which is the more important Body ? The Conference is a mere 
meeting for deliberation ; the Alliance is the Body formed as the 
result of that deliberation. I will submit to this Conference, that 
the Aggregate Committee of this Cotintrv is committed to mv 

u2 ‘ 
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MoUou; aiid that,—having supported a Resolution, that Slaveholders 
should not be invited to the Conference, or admitted into it,—they 
cannot now agree to the admission of Slaveholders into this Alliance. 

In the second place, I plead the attitude of British Christians. 
A large portion of these have, individually and collectively, affirmed 
their refusal to hold Christian fellowship witli Slaveholders. At 
the Anti-Slavery Meeting iti 1840, that question was very gravely 
examined; and a beloved Brother, who has been very prominent— 
admirably prominent in the {rrcseut movement—took an active and 
prominent part in those proceedings; and bound himself, by words 
and deeds, which I am sure he can never falsify, to admit no 
Christian fellowship with .Slaveholders. A great many other 
Ministers of Churches, of various Denominations, in this Kingdom, 
cannot do it. .Sir, I speak fur hundreds and thousands who cannot 
do it; their own words anu sentiments have been recorded by solemn 
votes of the Church ; these are in their Church hooks: and they 
cannot do it. To admit Slaveholders as Members will sever this 
entire Body of Briti.sh Christians from this .\lliance. It may be 
said, perhaps, that Christian and Church feliuwshi}) is somewhat 
different from that connexion sustained by Members of the Alliance. 
But—admitting, that,in a measure, it is so—I hold that it is not cssen- 
tially so; and that none of us can, after giving .‘''aveholilers that 
amount of Christian recognition comprelie; led in being Members of 
this Alliance—none can, unless ecclesiastical and technical difficulty 
interfere, forbid them to approach the Lord’s table. What incon¬ 
sistency, to acknowledge a .Slaveiiolder as one of the (.'hristiau 
Brotherhood,—to take him cordially by the hand ns a ^lemlHtrot tiie 
Alliance, and s.ay, •'* Dear Christian Brother. I recognize you as a 
3Icmberof the .-Mliance;"—and then to say, “ You unchristian man 
—I cannot sit down with you to partake of the Lord’s Supper ’’ ! 
It cannot Ire done upon any general principles, unless there be technical 
and ecclesiastical grounds fur stopping at that point. I maintain, 
that the things are, therefore, virtually one and the same. 

Again, I plead against the admi.ssion of Slaveholders, their oavii 
attitude. 1 am nut at all concerned to say, that I do not think a 
slaveholder can be a Christian. 1 may admit the possibility, the 
hypothetical [wssibility, of a man's being a slaveholder, and, at the 
same time, a Christian; but. Sir, 1 deem slavcholding to be man- 
stealing—whether in the primary or secondary aspect of the theft— 
whether stealing itself, or the holding of stolen goods. I deem 
slaveholding to lie man-stealing s{>ecificaliy, and man-stealing ge- 
nerically; and I regard it, and class it, with all other acts of stealing. 
I regard a man-stealer, upon all moral grounds, ns I do a sheep- 
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stealer; and wlien I acknowledge a slieep-stcalcr as a Christian 
Brother, then I will acknowledge a man-stealer to be one too ; but 
never before. I have authority, and American authority too, for 
this view of slave-holding. It is a fact, that the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church of America, about fifty 3 'ear 8 ago, 
adopted a Resolution, declaring, that “ all concerned in bringing 
any of the human race into slavery, or retaining them in it, are 
men-stealers,—guilty of the highest kind of theft,—and are sinners 
of the first rank and that general principle covers a great variety 
of circumstances. I may be told, that the slaveholder is in very 
peculiar circumstances, and would get rid of his slaves, if he could ; 
that he hates Slavery, and treats his slaves very well; that there is 
nothing but the legal relation of master and slave; and that he is a 
most excellent, heavenly-minded man. All these circumstances are 
covered, in my view, by my holding him to be a nian-stealer. I 
can conceive it being .said of a sheep-stealer, that he got the sheep 
into his hands unfortunately, ana is anxious to get rid of them, 
and much more to the same purpose ■ but the very fact that he is a 
sheep-stealer, cuts off all possibility of my recognizing him as a 
Christian. If he be a sheep-stealer unfortunately, then, in the 
Name of God, and of Christianity aim of all that is reasonable, let 
him get out of his misfortune, and ttien .et him ask to be acknow¬ 
ledged as a Christian, But -while he is . • siu h a misfortune, if it 
be such—he must be content to have no i ecognition as a Christian ; 
and so I say of the slaveholder. .Believing him to be a man- 
stealer, how could I, for any consideration under heaven, recognize 
him as a Christian ? The profession .if Christianity which he 
makes is rendered nugatory by the fact of his being a nian-stealer. 
I take my stand upon that ground ; upon the negative rather than 
on the positive. 

And then. Sir, I think I can argue this matter on two grounds. 
First, I take the ground of this Alliance, which is, that it does not, 
by its very Basis, intend to comprehend all true Christians. Thus 
a selection is made; and, by certain Articles in the Basis, you do 
select just those Christians, who, it is said, will most harmoniously 
concur and act together. Let us see, Sir Culling and Christian 
Brethren, what kind of a selection is that, which, upon this prin¬ 
ciple, you are making. Here you reject from your Alliance a man, 
and not only a man, but hundreds and thousands of men, who are 
so unfortunate as not to believe in the perpetuity of water-baptism, 
(though they are some of the most admirable Christians in the 
World,) and you take to your embrace the man-stealer ! A very 
clean-handed selection! Man-stealers you will most heartily eo- 
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oprale with, and not with those good j)oople wlio liuj)jK*ii not to be 
jiersuaded of the perpetuity of water-baptism 1 Is that the sort 
of selection you are going through tlie 'World, to make among 
Christians for your Alliance ? 

But I think I can argue, on my own principle too, namely, that 
this Alliance ought to comprehend idl Chriotians. “ Why tlien shut 
tint the man-stealer; who, in individual cases, you might, upon 
examination, acknowledgi? as a Christian?” For this reason—that, 
generally speaking, the fact of man-stealing renders his profession 
of Christianity too questionable for me to acknowledge him. Be¬ 
sides which, I cannot legislate for individual cases. Where there 
is a great broad rule, individual cases and exceptions must bo 
merge<l. 

1 know I shall be told upin this matter, that we Englishmen do 
not understand it, and we ought to leave such things to be settled 
by the American Brethren themselvc.s,—who have been many years 
in the midst of it, and know all the circumstances and facts of the 
case, and also know how to act in this business, better tlian we do. 
All I am concerned to say is, that I am not now speaking u^mn a 
point upon which I am totally ignorant; I have* seen and heard 
American Brethren before to-day; I have read t)ooks ujKMi the sub¬ 
ject ; and I am not entirely ignorant alsmt it—although I may not 
understand it so well us some Brethren here. 

It is known, that our American Brethren—I speak now in the 
largest sense—consist of two classes,—Alxditionists and Anti- 
AbolitionisU. I do not now s{>eak of Mr. Lloyd Garrison and his 
jiarty. My American Brethren know very well, ther«* are other 
Abolitionists in the United States lavsides Garrison. 1 am no friend 
of Garrison, and am not implicated in any of his doings : lint I am 
the friend of the American and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, 
which contains the name's of men well known in America, and who 
are incapable of depreciation. And is it not a fact somewhat 
remarkable, that we have of the Abolitionists, 1 bcliox-e, not an 
individual here f I believe the whole of the Brethren who have 
come over from America arc—not Pro-Slavery men,—but Anti- 
Abolitionists ; those who think that the Almlition movement is 
injurious and undesirable. This class is well represented. Bat 
there are Ministers and Churches in America, and a great number 
of jhem too, who have no representatives; and who entertain views 
not very dissimilar to thoee which I have now expressed upon this 
subject. Their opinion certainly gcies for something, as well as the 
opinion of the Brethren who are with us. Now I know very well, 
that Jatnea Gilteapie Bimey wrote, " American Churchea the 
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Bulwark of Aaiericau Slavery,”—adducing facts of the most 
niclaiicholy character, to show, that the main stay—if not the only 
stay—of American Slavery is the fact, that so many godly men and 
Ministers are mixed up with it. As to the system itself, if left to 
the support of bad men, it would not stand for a single year. And 
the thing which above all others is to be deplored, in reference to 
the system of American Slavery, is, that good men will not come 
out, and let it totter and precipitate itself to its merited fall. The 
moral influence of Christians, if brought to bear against the system 
of Slavery, would greatly conduce to its early destruction. At all 
events, Sir, I do not wish to give the system of Slavery any more 
Religious countenance than it has. It has enough already—too 
much—in the United States, in my humble judgement. But is this 
Alliance going to give it more ? Are we, as an Alliance, which 
will exert a great influence on Great Britain, the Continent, and 
over a large portion of the World,—are we going to prop and bolster 
up the system of American Slavery ? Are we going to give our 
help towards the maintenance of the opinion, that American Slave¬ 
holders are a set of men with whom we can fraternize ? May God 
forbid ! If this Alliance is to support and bolster up tliat system, 
I shall regard it as one of the most unfortunate measures which was 
ever adopted in the world. 

The question will theu be asked—Will you then divide the 
Alliance ^ I shall be very loath to divide the Alliance: but, in 
point of fact, the Alliance is divided already. It is divided too, out of 
doors. I f you take the ’ American Brethren who advocate the 
admission of Slaveholders— 

Rev. T. Bhainerd rose to a point of order. He did not think 
the question was on American Slaveholders in particular. It grated 
on an American’s ear to hear America spoken of unkindly. 

Mr. Hinton resumed.—My remarks apply to all Slaveholding, 
not only in America, but in Turkey, and wherever it exists. I 
was saying, that the Alliance was divided out of doors. If j'ou take 
the Slaveholders, you will not get the whole of the American 
Brethren. You must have one part or other; for they are divided 
on this very point. Their different Ecclesiastical Bodies are 
divided; they have different Missionary Societies; and it is only, 
therefore, one part of the American professors we can have; to have 
both is an impossibility. And now, when we come to judge what 
part we shall have, I conjure you, dearly beloved Brethren, that 
you determine that question, not by asking, which principle has the 
most or the best menbut, w'hich principle is most consistent with 
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Christianity ? will do most honour to tlie Gospel, and most advance 
tha glory of Christ in the World ? 

Rev. J. V. Himks, of Boston, U. S.—I should be very sorry to 
take any step to divide, or to interrupt the prosperity of, this 
Alliance. I have kxjked ujam it with the greatest possible interest, 
as a mean of promoting true Christianity through the World: but 
a Christianity which is connected with the system of Slavery, 1 
cannot give my influence to sup|>ort, because it must necessarily be 
a corrupt Christianity. Our Brethren who are free from Slavery, 
and from its spirit and ])rinciples,—who go from the North to the 
South, are transformed by tl:e influence of Slavery, and return, in a 
short time, as corrupt as the system itself. 

No man can live in any part of the AA'orld where Slavery exists— 
be he Christian man or Minister, (if he conform to what Slavery, 
in its essential character, absolutely requires.) without being cor¬ 
rupted. I would, therefore, Sir Culling, second this Amend, 
inent, on account of the Slavehohlers—on account of our Brethren 
who go where Slavery is ; and for the jmrity of this Alliance. 1 speak 
as an American concerning three millions of my crushed Brethren, 
wliM I say, that—if Slaveholders arc udmitted into this Alliance-— 
the whole weight of the influence of this Bwly will he brought to 
bear upon them, to crush them so inucli the more. It cannot be 
otherwise. And Slaveholders, to be consistent, (and, in all respects, 
they are more consistent than our Northern Friends,) w'ill use it; 
and they will use every jrart, and parcel, and portion you may be 
pleased to give them, to sustain their system, in Church and State, 
everywhere and anywhere. I conceive I should be committing a 
very great sin against God, in giving countenance to a system, which 
Mr. Wesley called (and what he said is now as true as ever it was) 
“the vilest that ever saxv the sun." And, by admitting Slave¬ 
holders into the Alliance, we shall necessarily give our influence 
to it. If we give it negatively, they will use it: if positively, they 
will also use it. 

As 1 did not expect to make any remarks, I shall not go farther 
into the subject; but I wished. Sir Culling, that our Brother, who 
moved the Amendment, might know, that there was one Brother 
from America, who is living with the Slaves,—feeling that he is 
bound with them in their l)onds, and will feel so till their slavish 
chains are broken. Wherever I am, »vith whatever class of people 
1 am associated—Slaveholders or otherwise,—I wish to be a con¬ 
sistent man. 1 wish to fear God. I wish to live with my crushed 
and enslaved Brethren. And,—whilb they are denied a knowledge 
of the alphabet,—while they are denied marriage,—while they are 
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made beasts—and are subject to all the insults and outrages nrith 
wliich their lot is necessarily connected in the present state of 
human nature, and of the Laws of Slavery,—I must plead their 
rights; and I cannot give my hand to those who unite in crushing 
them. I do not pretend to love the slave better than my Brethren 
from America who may differ with me. But this I will say, that 
it is the so-called “ Christian ’’ Slaveholders —“ good men ”—(God 
knows whether they are such at heart)—who are the chief bulwarks 
of Slavery j for, the better the man, the more sanctity and support 
he gives to the abomination. 

The Chairman enquired, whether they ought not to acknowledge 
the goodness of God, in granting His grace, which had enabled 
Brethren to sit by, and listen in silence to the statements which 
had just been made ; although, in many instances, they had touched 
them to the core ? 

Rev. J. Angell James. —I rise for the last time in the present 
Conference ; being compelled, almost immediately, to leave Town, 
and to return to my own duties at home. I view the present 
subject with a degree of solicitude and trembling, which I should 
be unable to convey to you by any language I could use; and, 
were it not for my confidence in God, who has carried us through 
so many difficulties, I should despair of our coming to any har¬ 
monious conclusion of the discussion which has now been introduced. 
I do not rise. Sir Culling, to arrest that discussion; but I rise to 
make a suggestion, which possibly may aid us in more speedily and 
harmoniously coming to a decision. It is perfectly evident, from 
the manner in which this subject has been opened, that—if the 
question of Slavery itself is to be discussed — then our dis¬ 
cussions are interminable. Now, what I suggest is, whether we 
might not expedite that conclusion, and, perhaps, be led to it in a 
manner more satisfactory to us all, if we held a conference between 
a select number of Europeans and Americans, in order to ascer¬ 
tain their respective opinions; and thus endeavour, if possible, to 
come to such a harmonious view of the question of the Membership 
of Slaveholders, asmay prevent the necessity of our extended discus¬ 
sions, and the hazard of painful collisions ? 

This morning we had a beautiful instance of the advantage of 
pursuing this course of action. It did seem yesterday, as if we 
never could come to a decision on the Objects of the Alliance. 
A Committee was appointed to consider the subject: and that 
Committee, this morning, brought up a Resolution which has been 
unanimously adopted. Would it not be well to adopt that kind of 
proceeding in the present ease ? If the Mover and Seconder of 
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the Amendment agree to withdraw it, for the present at aii>’ rate,'— 
I will move, that there be a conference upon this subject. 

The Chairman enquired, if Mr. fliiiton were willing to with¬ 
draw his Amendment pro lent.? 

Mr. Hinton replied, that the question was so sudden, he felt at 
a loss what answer to give. Before replying, he should like to 
hear an expression of the general sense of the Conference. 

Bev. Dr. S. H. Cox, of Aniericji, did not believe the plan 
recommended by Mr. James would succeed. He did not think it 
would prevent collision. In his opinion, it would only post]>onc 
the matter in question to a less numerous Meeting; and, if a 
collision must come, he would rather it came at once. 

Rev. T. Brainebr said, that, since his ancestors left England, 
tivo centuries ago, up to this time, his kindred had never had any 
connection with Slavery. It had been his privilege, during the last 
few months, to travel in Ireland, Scotland, and England ; and the 
impression was deep on hi.s mind, that there existed a misappre¬ 
hension among British (Uirislians, as Ui the jiositiuii of Americans 
in relation to Slavery. Many of them, and himself among the 
number, would yield to none in sympathy for tlie Slave. The 
question was now brought fairly before the Conference,—a Con¬ 
ference uniting all the forms of Protestant Christianity, and designed 
to comprehend in its limits all who loved the Lord Jesus Christ ; 
and yet, at the very door, a projtosition had been made, not to 
exclude from it a few Christians, but to do that, which (practically) 
would shut out men of a kindred language and blood from all share 
in its future deliberations. If the question were to In- fully dis¬ 
cussed, they from America must open their hearts, and tell how 
the matter lay with them ; and if this were done, he (ISIr. Braincrd) 
would like it to lie done by men who had iivoil longer than he had, 
and who sjwke more coolly than he did. lie hoped the subject would 
not be buried, till they had an opportunity of setting themselves in 
their true position before their licloved Brethren. 

Rev. W. Patterson —Having conversed witli our American 
Brethren on both sides of this question, I have felt it to lie of snch 
deep and vast importance, that—not only has it deprived me of sleep 
at night; but,—while 1 have rejoiced in the unanimity of feeling 
and the Christian love manifested in this Conference and at the 
Bublic Meetings,—I confess, I have iiecn unable to keep my mind 
away from visiting the Southern climes ; and my heart has sunk 
within me, as I have thought on what I have beard of the sufferings 
of the Slave. And, if our Brother from America had not Seconded 
Mr. Hinton’s Notion, I should have felt it my duty to have done so. 
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i do not wish to pronounce sentence on the .Slaveholder. What 
his difficulties are, I cannot, perhaps, fully understand ; I, there¬ 
fore, wish to leave him entirely to the judgement of his G< d and to 
his conscience. If he be a Christian, there is a Judge of all that 
doeth right. But I confess, that, while he is party to a system 
such as Slavery is,—as presented to us, not merely by British, but 
by American writers,—I could not consent to acknowledge him as 
one whom it is desirable to include within this Alliance. I feel 
it, therefore, my duty, to give my decided testimony against his 
admission by my voice, as I shall give it by my vote. Should I 
happen to be in the minority, I shall Itave to consider the whole ques. 
tiou of my duty in regard to my future connexion with the Alliance. 
1 know not at present how I shall act in such a case. My judge¬ 
ment is far from being made up, on many points connected with this 
intricate and delicate question. On one thing I am, however, 
resolved, that I will oppose the admission of Slaveholders to 
the Alliance; but, in love to the Slaveholder as well as to the 
Slave, I trust the system of Slavery will speedily be abolished; 
and then he can be admitted, without any compromise of principle. 

Rev. H. OiBDi.ESTONE said, that though Sir. Hinton seemed, in 
one part of his speech, to throw doubt upon the possibility of a 
Slaveholder being a true Christian, he afterwards withdrew what¬ 
ever seemed to .stand in the way of that acknowledgement. He 
(Mr. Girdlestone) could not see how it could be denied by men 
who read the Scripttircs, that a Slaveholder could be, in the truest 
sense, a Christian. Who could forget the short Epistle that Paul 
sent to Philemon ? and he supposed that Philemon was a Slave¬ 
holder. lie took it, therefore, as a settled thing, that none of 
them disputed, that a Slaveholder might attain to a high order of 
Christian character. He rose, because he wished to state to his 
American Brethren, that all Christians in Britain did not go all the 
length with others on the subject of Slavery. He had taken part 
in the whole discussion of the Slavery question ; and he had always 
thought, that a very necessary distinction should be drawn between 
the Slave Trade and Slave-holding. The holding of Slaves should 
be kept distinct from the horrors of the Middle Passage, and the 
frightful mortality attending the .Slave Trade. Even among Pagans, 
the Slave Trader was considered an abominable character, and was 
spoken of as belonging to an inferior grade of society. His friend, 
Mr. Hinton, had laid much stress upon the subject of stolen goods, 
as though every Slave were necessarily a stolen man. If the theft 
had been committed, it must have been in many instances, a long 
time ago:—he alluded to persons who were bom Slaves. 
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Had Slavery been in itself absolutely uiila^vful, and so intolerable 
in the sight of Heaven, Paul would not have written to Philemon 
as he did,—addressing him as a Christian Brother. This was 
similar to other instances, in which the views of Primitive Christians 
differed from those of modern times. He was once present in the 
company of Joseph John (furney, of Norwich, and Mr. Wilberforce, 
when there was a serious discussion on that passage of the Apostle 
Paul, where he says, “ Let every man abide in the calling wherein 
he wivs called.” (1. Cor. vii.20, 21.) Chrysostom and Theophylact 
were appealed to for their interpretation of Paul’s meaning. Both 
J. J. Gurney imd Mr. Wilberforce were good Greek scholars; and, 
after conferring upon the subject, they were all of o])inion—and in 
this opinion Chry.soston> and Theophylact coincided—that the ex¬ 
hortation of the Apostle to the Slave was, that, if he were called in 
Slavery, he should not seek to be made free: but abide in the 
station in which he then wa.s ! The opinions of the ancient Fathers 
were quite opposed to the modern view of the nnscriptural character 
of Slavery. 

Rev. S. L, PoMROY, of Bangor, I'. S., would just correct an 
error into which Mr. Hinton had fallen, when he stated, that a large 
class of persons, (Abolitionists,) Jliiiisters, and Members of 
Churches in the United States, had no representative in the Con¬ 
vention. He claimed to be of the class thus nliud<>d to; and to 
the correctness of this statement, John .Scoble,Esq.. Rev. Dr. Carlile, 
or the Anti-Slavery Committee of Edinburgh, (most of whom he 
had the happiness of meeting last Summer,) would be able to bear 
witness. At any rate he could say, that, for the last fourteen 
years, he had been known in the United States, as one of those 
who were technically called " AboHtionists.” He had preached, 
and prayed, and felt more deeply agitated in soul on that subject, 
than perhaps on any other subject,—saving that great and compre¬ 
hensive subject, which takes in all others,—the Gospel. 

A Ge.stleman said, he should feel obliged, if the speaker would 
explain what w'as meant by an “ Abolitionist.” 

Mr. Po.sfRor continuerl.—There were three cinsiies of persons 
in the United States, who held different opinions in relation to this 
subject. One fvas the party which directly and avowedly defended 
Slavery. Another party constituted a great proportion of the people 
of the Northern States, who were non-slnvcholding in sentiment 
and feeling; and whom, he believed, to be most sincerely and 
utterly op{KMed to the system of Slavery. Among that class—for 
it might be divided—there was a portion, to a greater or less ex- 
*ent, differing in the different Btates and sections of States, who 
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were associated (and had been, in various ways, for a number of 
years) for the express and avowed purpose of doing what they 
could for the destruction of that great evil; and men of this class 
(with which he was connected) were technically called “ Abolition, 
ists," as distinguished from another class, which embraced a great 
number of Brethren in the Ministry and in Churches, who were as 
strongly opposed to Slavery as were the Abolitionists, but who yet 
felt that they could not, consistently with their views, associate 
themselves with that jiarty,—^because they thought its measures 
were not of the wisest and best kind. He (Mr. Pomroy), on be¬ 
half of these men, utterly repudiated the sentiment, that they were 
pro-slavery men, or that, by principle or practice, they upheld the 
system, or were apologists for it. Statements had been made in 
this Country, by persons whose names he would not mention, which 
utterly misrepresented the great mass of the Christian Community, 
—Ministers and Members of different Denominations—in the 
United States :—his soul had been sickened by what he had heard 
of these misrepresentations; and he did hope, that some measures 
would be adopted to set the British public right in regard to that 
matter. 

Upon this subject he could talk for a fortnight, or for a month, 
if it were wished,—no doubt about that:—and he should probably 
grow warmer and warmer—(he did not say more eloquent, because 
he never had any eloquence) ; but more and more ardent and in¬ 
terested as he proceeded. He would not, however, go into any 
discussion of the question; he would merely say one word, in refer¬ 
ence to his Brethren who were here. He was unaware how many 
might be classed among the “ Abolitionists” ; but he did not know 
that there u-ere any, who, either in principle or feeling, in word 
or action, ujdield and defended the system of Slavery. He had 
reason to believe none such were present. One word more; in 
regard to the distinction, which should always be made, in relation 
to this and any other great system of wickedness. The system 
itself was one thing, and the men connected with it, and the 
amount of guilt attached to them thereby, was another. If he 
were asked what he thought of Slavery, as it is usually defined, 
“ the claim of right to hold man as property,”—or any other defi¬ 
nition of the kind,—he should reply, that, from the head to the 
foot, it was utterly and eternally wicked; that it could not be de¬ 
fended by the principles of the Gospel, nor by any principles of 
humanity,—nor by reason, in any way. He could go as far as Mr. 
Hinton, or any other man. But,—when they come to the case 
of individual men, connected with the system,—^by what method 
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could they calculate the aniuunt of guilt attached to nu individual 
in that relation,—unless they knew all the cirvunistaiices and 
motives in the case?—And tliis was something more than was 
within the province of man to know respecting his Brother. The 
amount of bis guilt depended upon tlie circumstances attending his 
relation with the system; and, therefore, while he (Jlr. Pomroy) 
completely repudiated Slavery as a system, he could nut join in the 
sweeping declaration,—that every man who was connected witli the 
system, and who was legally a Slaveholder, was a hypocrite and a 
scoundrel, because he sustained that relation. He did not be. 
lieve it. 

He would just suppose a case. He had lived in the South, he 
had seen the system there, and he had friends there, (though they 
had been rather shy of liim for some years past.) Xow he would 
suppose, that one of them died that night, and left him fifty slaves ; 
so that, when he got home, he should find a letter informing him of 
the fact. In the eye of the law—he would not say, in the eye of 
God—he would he a .slavchohlcr ; yet without any fault of his own. 
What would they advise to be done.' Would they ssty, that he 
should tear up the letter, and go al.’out hi.s husines.s, and take no 
notice of the fact 1 By so doing, he would he consigning those fifty 
slaves to perpetual slavery ; hecause, if he did not take possession of 
them in order to get them out of slavery, they would all W taken 
by the authorities, sold by public auction, and tlnus consigned to 
everlasting bondage, a.s fur as thi.s world was concerned. In such a 
case, he .should feel no hesitation in sustaining the relation of a 
slaveholder. He would go at once, and take pi>ssession of tlieni, 
with the pur|)ose in his he-art, to get tliem, with the least possible 
delay, and in the wisest and best manner, out of the system, and to 
give them their liberty. He tliunglit, tiint, in so acting, be should 
have a clear conscience. But all the time he was doing that, mark ! 
he would be, in the eye of the law, a slaveholder. He beggetl not 
to be misunderstood. Never since he uas burn bad he, to his 
knowledge, made the .slightest apology for Slavery. But he knew 
the peculiar difficulties which surrounded a man, who might live in 
a State where the law prohibited emancipation ; and who might yet 
he convinced iu hi.s conscience, that the system was wrong, and that 
his slaves ought to have their liberty. Such a man might say, “ I am 
really desirous to know what to do,” But, if he emancipaUul his 
slaves, the State would seize them, and sell them into a worse state 
of bondage. And if he transjMtrted them five hundred miles to another 
section of the country, perhaps, in doing that, be would separate the 
husband from the wife, (one lieing in one plantation, and another in 
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another,) and the children from both. That was a difficulty. Suchcases 
he believed there were, in which there was a real conscientious desire 
to do what God would approve ; but where it was hard to decide 
what course ought to be taken. A great many such cases might be 
brought forward ; and gentlemen in that Ilall could name thousands 
of such instances. So that, while he unhesitatingly affirmed that 
Slavery was a system of iniquity, they should be careful how they 
judged the amount of guilt which attached to men who sustained 
that relation in the eye of the law. 

He would make one suggestion in reference to the course which 
ought to be pursued. He perceived that there was a very serious 
difficulty in the minds of his British friends in regard to this 
subject,—a conscientious difficulty.—and one which he thought he 
could appreciate fully. 

On the other side of the Atlantic, there were also difficulties; 
and these he could .appreciate also. Some Brethren in that Conference 
stood connected with branches of the Church cf Christ, which ex¬ 
tended into Slaveholding States,—namely, the Methodist, the 
Baptist, and the Presbyterian Churches. Being himself connected 
witli the Congregational Body, which had no churches, so far as he 
knew, in the Slaveholding section of the Union,—the same diffi¬ 
culty did not present itself to his own mind. Inasmuch, then, as 
there were difficulties on both sides to be met, he suggested, whether 
—instead of coming to any positive decision upon the subject—it 
might not be left in some sort of abeyance, till the English Brethren 
saw what course was taken by the Association which should be 
formed on the other side of the Atlantic ? Let the British Brethren 
form an Association, and adopt what measures they thought proper 
in regard to this matter; and let the Association to be formed in the 
United States adopt what course it thought proper : and in three, 
or four, or seven years, if the discussion of the subject came up 
again, it could then be looked at. This, he thought, would be the 
-more prudent course; as, in the meantime, there might be very 
great changes in reference to this question, which they could not 
now foresee. He threw out this suggestion for their consideration. 

Rev. G. R. BiKcii rose to a point of order. He begged to ask the 
Chair, whether they were not considering, by the discussion of this 
question, the principles upon which persons became Members of the 
Alliance, and not the Organization of that Body ? And whether 
the present Amendment ought not to have come under the head of 
General Principles, which had already been discussed and .settled ? 

The Chairman ruled, that the Mover of the Amendment now 
before the Meeting, was quite in order, in introducing it at the 
present stage of the business. 
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Rev. Dr. Smyth, from the United States, said, that he had claim to 
make some remarks,—as being a Member, though a young M^piber, 
of the Alliance;—secondly, as now being a representative of the 
United States, but originally, and by birth, a Britonand thirdly, 
ns having been led, by the remarkable providence of God, to a six. 
teen years’ residence in South Carolina ; free, however, externally at 
least, from those corruptions which were represented os inseparable 
from the system of Slavery. On these grounds, perhaps, Brethren 
would indulge him in such suggestions as he wished to make, 
and which, he hoped, would be entirely free from any spirit that 
would jar ii{)oii the Meeting, or prevent u harmonious decision of 
4his question. 

The question now pressed upon them, was not an abstract one as 
to the nature of .Slavery. There was unanimity among them on 
that point. But, he apprehended, they were divided in their senti¬ 
ments as to the duty of the Alliance in reference to that system ; 
whether or not that Alliance, as .an Evangelical Alliance, was culled 
upon to entertain this subject r and to introduce it among those few 
great, leading, prominent, principles upon which it wa.s formerl 
His own opinion wa.s very decided—that it was, in the First place, 
Mwnccmary to introduce this subject. It uas not necessary, he 
apprehended, a.s a matter of general Christian obligation. If tliere 
were no other opportunities for those Brethren to express their views 
and to oppose the system of Slavery^ (/len they might fairly press it 
upon the Conference. But,—iiiusmuch :is these Brethren were 
left free to act in relation to this iiuitter, in their individual ctt|>acity 
os Chri.stiam>, in their Kcclesio-stical connexion with various De¬ 
nominations, and ill their s.iciul capacity as citixens,—he did nut 
think they could urge, that they were con.strained by an imperative 
sense of conscientious obligation, to pres-s Uiis subject upm the 
Alliance. 

He proceeded to remark, that be lielieved the introduction of this 
subject was not espedUnt. He thought, tli.at its introduction 
might prevent the accomplishment of that very Abject which it was 
already unanimously determined should Ire carried out, namely, the 
formation of a Universal Alliance—a Christian yMlinnce for the 
Wfwld. It might hamper the British Alliance ; liecause there was 
a diversity of views among British {reople,—not iipm the abstract 
a|uestion,—but upon the question of the mode in which it should be 
treated, and the mode in which Christian Brethren, in America and 
other Countries, labouring under the existence of this evil, should 
be treated. There were diversities of views on that {loiitt, among 
some of the foremost friends wJw united most heartily in this cause; 
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and thus this element, if introduced, might prove an element of 
division and collision. 

Again, the introduction of this subject into the Alliance would 
give it a political aspect. This it would unquestionably do. The 
object sought to be attained by it might be infinitely important; 
but, if introduced, it would give the Alliance a political hearing. 
Could any one deny, that the institution of Slavery was founded on 
political legislation ? It took its origin, and held its continuation 
there: and it was only through the exercise of that fiuiclioii, that 
it could be removed. It was only by moral influence, brought to 
bear upon those who had the guidance of political affairs, that its 
removal could be secured. What would be thought of the Brethren 
in America, if, when they formed their Alliance, they should 
introduce into the Basis, the question of Church and State } He 
had heard in this Country, and he had been accustomed to hear, 
language used in reference to that s 3 'stem, just as strong and violent 
as that used in reference to Slavery. It was well known, that this 
question had actually prevented a number of persons from entering 
into the Alliance. It had been publicly' stated, that one of the 
leading divines in this Metropidis had given, as one paramotint 
reason, why he, and a great many others thinking with him, could 
not join the Alliance, that it would check them in the full mani¬ 
festation of tl'.eir opposition to a state of things, which they con¬ 
sidered Anti-christian, and every way opposed to the Truth of God. 

lie was now speaking on the question of cxpediencti, not arguing 
the abstract question. lie assumed that they were all agreed, that 
Slavery was an evil, and ought to be removed, as soon as God in 
His providence should open the way ; and that every' Christian man 
in America, as well as in Britain,, as far as he was a Christian, 
would feel it his duty to aid in its removal. This was not the 
question on which they w'ere divided : it was, whether or not they 
were constrained, by an imperative sense of Christian obligation and 
conscientious duty, to introduce the subject into the Alliance } 

To come to another point. If this question were introduced into 
the Alliance, it could not be otherwise regarded than as a national 
question. 

One of the most powerful arguments he had heard advanced in 
favour of the Alliance was, that God may have designed it to be 
the Great Peacemaker of the World. But the introduction of this 
element,—instead of making it a Great Peacemaker, by which all 
animosities, and jealousies, and differences of opinion, might be 
smoothed down between the two great Christian Countries (which 
were looked upon by the World as the main agents by which Chris- 

X 
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tiaiiity was to,,be ditt'usod throughout the (rlobe)—instead of binding 
them together in more lasting bonds of brotherhood, ami instead of 
uniting them more closely together, it would liave the effect of 
rousing National animosity. Nothing would touch American feel¬ 
ings more than the notion that the Alliance w'as political. 8ueh an 
impression would be injurious, beyond the possible restraint of any 
Christian Botly in America. So that, instead of advancing, it 
would retard, every Christian movement. He earnestly pre.sscd 
upon the attention of the Ctmference, that the introduction of the 
subject of Slavery would make this a Nalional question; and Chris, 
tians in Americ.a would not be at liberty to act a.s they otherwise 
would desire. He would only further argue this matter, as not bi-ini', 
be humbly conceived, proper to the objeclx o!' the Alliance. 

A OBNTI.E. 1 IAN sjK>ke to a point of order.—Ought not those 
Brethren who agreed with Dr. Smyth propose an Amendment } 

Mr. Hinton’s proposition l)eing itself an Amciulmont on the 
Original Motion, it was ruled by the Chair, that an Amendment 
on an Amendment could nut be entertained. 

Dr. .S.MYTH proceeded.—He would say, then, that lie did not 
think the introduction of this matter necesxari/ as a matter of iliitp; 
lie did not tliink it expedient us a matter of i>olici/; and now Ih' 
remarked, that he did not think it proper to the objertx ol' the Alli¬ 
ance. He thought it irrelevant to those great objects for whieh 
they had met, and on which they were agreed,—as stated in thtr 
Public Meetings of th.e last two nights ; and,—if they were agreed 
among themselves, that the great object was to unite and harmoni/e 
in Christian l.'nion and Christi.an love,—why introduce this ques¬ 
tion, which, he contended, was irrelevant, and un.suitalile to the 
foundations which they had laid lie was aware that an interpre¬ 
tation was given to a text of Scripture, by which a .strong ohiiga. 
tion was pres.sed among some minds; hut he apprehended, that the 
meaning of that passioge was mistaken ; and he threw himself upon 
the judgement, not of his own mind, but of one who stood in the 
foremost ranks of British Biblical Criticism—he meant Bishop 
Horsley. That prelate, in his speech in the House of Lords, de¬ 
clared that the word “ man-.stealer,” as u.sed in the Bible, was an 
Attic phrase descriptive of the trade of dealing in slaves, and did 
not, therefore, ns a Brother had justly remarked, necessarily apply 
to a state of society that had grown up in consequence of that 
practice, and in which Slavery had become a domestic evil. He 
(Dr. Smyth) merely said this, to relieve any miud from the con¬ 
straint of obligation to press the subject. He did not wish to force 
that interpretation upon any one. 
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Might lie not add, that the introduction of this question into the 
present part of tlie proceedings was contrary to that which had 
already been adopted ?—that it would be, in fact, contrary to the 
principles which the Alliance had already authenticated ? He 
might refer to the “Right and lJuty of Private Judgement in the 
interpretation of Holy Scripture.” Were they now going to deny 
to their American Brethren the right of private judgement in the 
interpretation of the Scriptures, as regarded their duty under the 
circumstances in which they were placed ? They did not wish to 
be judged by any other standard than the Bible. All they asked 
was, the right to exercise their private judgement in attaining, from 
that blessed Book, a knowledge of the will of the Lord, and of their 
own duty, in the trying circumstances in which they were placc'd. 

[[Here there u'ere loud cries of “ Time,” which caused a momen¬ 
tary interruption. Order having been restored. Dr. Smyth was 
proceeding with his observations, ivhen 

The CiiAiKMAN said, he was under the necessity of vacating the 
Chair, to attend the Meeting of the French Brethren at the Hano- 
ver-square Rooms. Hereupon 

Thomas Farmkr, Esq. took the Chair; and 
A short discussion arose on the jiropriety of Adjournment. Al¬ 
though three o'clock had arrived, it was thouglit better that Dr. 
Smyth should conclude his speech during the present Session.] 

Dr. Smyth resumed : he had remarked, that the introduction of 
this question seemed to him in conflict with the very principles of 
the Alliance. It had been declared, that the adoption of the Basis 
was not to be considered as an assumption of the right authorita¬ 
tively to deline the limits of Christian Brotherhood. But, in in¬ 
troducing this element, they did define authoritatively the limits of 
Christian Brotherhood; and made it imperative upon the Branch in 
America, that it should act in contrariety to that view of Christian 
Brotherhood, which prevailed through, he might safely say, four- 
fifths of the entire Christian community of America. 

But he would farther remark, that the introduction of this sub¬ 
ject would open the way J'or the introduction of the Temperance 
(juestion, and of various other subjects. He would also suggest, 
whether it would not be an assumption, on the part of the Alliance, 
of the right of deciding, what was to be the nature of that disci¬ 
pline, and what the terms of communion, by which Churches should 
be guided? And, if there were to be an Alliance in America, 
would not the introduction of this Article l)c aflirniing for them a 
term of communion, beyond anything that was made requisite by 
the Doctrinal Basis ? 

-x 2 
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He would remark again, that tlie introduction of this question 
would condemn other Christian Bodies, in reference to the course 
they had pursued in regard to similar matters. 

He w'ould refer to one branch of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, which held the sentiment, that existing Governments and 
institutions were so Anti-Christian, that its members could take no 
active part in co-operating with them ; and thus they were denied 
the enjoyment of many of the privileges of citizenship under them : 
—what practical course did l/ici/ feel called uj)on to pursue ? 

They felt they could only bear their testimony ugsiinst what they 
regarded as evil; and then, having given that testimony, they went 
on, without for a moment questioning the Christian character or 
standing of those who took different views on that subject. Would 
not the Conference alloiv the Americans the same liberty of acting 
as was allowed to a Branch of the Church among themselves.' If 
the Americans felt, that, under the circumstances of the case, they 
could do no more than lH*ar their testimony upon the subject; and 
that it was a Christian duty to exercise forbearance; and, by the 
diffusion of the Gospel, to create that public sentiment which 
would uliimately overthrow the system of .Slavery,—would not the 
Conference allow them the same privilege of acting as they thought 
best in the circumstances of the case, that they allowed to Brethren 
within their owti Body .' 

He would say again, that this question dhiiiiclly inlerferi'd tritfi 
the discipline and wganization of Chiirehes. They had not yet 
erected themselves into a tribunal for the determination of mutters 
of doctrine or discipline. Had they not decided, that they would 
not done so, in the Bu.sis which they had chosen as the foundation 
on which to stand ? 

But now, he asked—Brethren, was this (juestion, or wa.s it not, a 
matter of doctrine or discipline ^\’ould it not In* so viewed by 
the American Churches.' Again,—it had been decided, not to 
form a British, but a Universal Alliance. Consequently, though it 
might have Ijeen prudent and advisable to have introduced this 
question into the Basis of a British Alliance, it was not absolutely 
requisite, now that it teas determined to form an Alliance for tin- 
World. It had Imen .said by Mr. Hinton, that Churches in this 
Country had disowned all Christian fellowship with slavehidders; and 
that, therefore, to be consistent, they could not vote for their intro¬ 
duction into the Alliance. He (Dr. Smyth) did not know, whether 
his Brother (Mr. Hinton) was an ojreii or close communion Baptist; 
but, if he held the latter opinion, then he might still acknowledge 
ft man as a Member of the Alliance, and yet conscientiously bo 
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obliged to refuse him admission at the communion Table and the 
fact, that Members had acted in connexion with Churches, and liad 
moved resolutions in Churches for the non-acknowledgement of 
Christian fraternity with their Brethren in America who were im¬ 
plicated in this system, did not make it necessary to introduce this 
subject into the Alliance; they would still be at liberty to act upon 
that point, as upon other points. 

It had also been said, that if good men came oiit of this system, 
it would not last a single day. But did it not take centuries and 
centuries, with all the power of Christian principle, to effect the 
ultimate abolition of Slavery in Europe? Could this have ever 
been done at all, if Christian principles had not been introduced, 
and obtained the ascendancy ? There was no other principle which 
ever did act upon the system, or which ever did contribute to its 
ultimate removal. And the only hope for the removal of that sys¬ 
tem from America was —Ihe Christian principle: and, if theif did 
not interfere with that matter, but would leave this Christian prin¬ 
ciple to gain strength, and to act upon the public sentiment, it 
would finally remove that evil, not only from America, but from 
the World. 

Last night, the Alliance had been beuutifuly compared to a mag¬ 
net ; and that magnet, they were told, was to draw together every 
particle of true Christianity; and were they now to prevent that 
magnet from drawing to it those, whom, in the exercise of that 
Christian Charity which hopeth all things, they must regard as 
Christian Brethren ? “ Who art thou that judgest another man’s 

servant ? to his own master he standeth or falleth.” 

Rev. Dr. Patton moved, Rev. A. D. Campbell seconded,— 

“ That this discussion be now adjourned.” 

This was carried. 

Rev. J. Tod Bhown then engaged in prayer; and the Conference 
adjourned to Five o’clock, p. m. 
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EVEXINO SESSION. 

Rev. J. Ton Bih)ws inoveil. Rev. S. A. Wai.kku .secoiiiletl, 

That the UoT. Rr. I'. X. Co.v prcsulo over tlie Devotiomil Kxereiiic!." 

Carried. 

The CiiAiK.MAX {.jave out, and the as.seiubled Rretlireii aiiiig, 
18th Paraphrase, Scotch \'ersioii. 

The CHAiK.tiAN then read I Cor. 

Rev. CiiAKi.Es IIahohove eiifni^ed in prayer. 

The S)lst Ilyniti, Riekersteth's Cliristian P.salinody, wiw then 
Ming, aiul the Ch.airinan reail Rev. v. 

Rev. Professor Loreukk engaged in jir.tyer. 

The Ch.vik.van.—M y dear Cliri.slian friends and Rretlireii, a 
fetv words—and they shall he very fcov—n ill he sullicient liefore I 
retire from the place 1 nosv occupy. We must all feel, that we are 
approaching a very important crisi.s in thehiMory of this Conference. 
W e are, indeed, in the^nidst of a (li.scus.sion, uhicli requires all the 
seriousness, all the calinnes.s, all the piety, and all the con.,eieiitious. 
ness, which can he supfio.sed to helong to any who profess the 
Christian name, i will only remind yon of one sentence in the 
tirst chapter we read, and of one in the la.st. The first is this :— 
■ Charity suffereth lung, and is kind.” And in the hist senUmces 
which we read, wc are led to the anticipation of that glorious period, 
when I trust we .shall all unite in singing, and praising, and 
adoring, before the Throne. May we this evening diseuss the 
busine.s.s before ns, and deliher.itely consider tlie various points at 
issue, with that prospect in view, and with the bright and blessed 
hope of ultimately joining in this delightful .strain,—“ Worthy is 
the Lamb that wies slain to receive power, and riclie.s, and wisdom, 
and strength, and honour, and glory, and hles-sing." 

As Sir Culling Eardlcy .Smith had not yet arrived, it was moved 
and seconded, 

“ That Jons IIrsiirrhos, f>j., take the Chair, iiiitii the arrival of .Sir C E. Smith." 

Carried. 

'Ihe CiiiAriiMAN said he would gladly render to the Conference 
any service in his power. 



NINTH DAY-KVENINO 8KS8ION. 


311 


Rev. W. Bkvan read the Minutes of the Morning Sitting. While 
this was being done. 

Sir Cui.iiiNG Eaudley Smith came in, and took the Chair. 

The Minutes were then confirmed. 

The Discussion on Mr. Hinton’s Amendment was resumed by 
Rev. Dr. Patton, as Mover of the Adjournment, who said:—Sir 
Culling, I feel it right to remark, that I have entire confidence, that 
this Conference will look at this subject, with very great calmness* 
and in all its bearings; and I have very great confidence, that it 
will come to a result in which we shall all rejoice; for I think it is 
manifest, that there is no private end which any individual desires 
to obtain; but that we are all seeking after that which will be best 
for the interest of the common cause. I am glad that this question 
can be discussed under these circnmstances: and 1 cannot but 
express a hope, that (as was suggested in tlie early part of the discus¬ 
sion) the whole of it will be received in silence, for the purpose of 
deliberating and coming to a right conclusion. I honor—I tery 
greatly honor—the Brother who introduced this subject, in the 
kind and subdued manner in which he was pleased to present 
it. I am aware, that it required no small amount of moral courage 
to act as he has done, after the demonstration we have had of the love 
of Union, and with the fear that this might be a dividing matter. 
His moral courage ivas an evidence of the strong conscientiousness 
which led our Brother to introduce this subject to the notice of the 
Conference. 

But, whilst I say this, 1 cannot agree with him, that this is a 
ciuestion which Brethren from across the water have forced on this 
Conference. The ground of that assertion is, that this question 
comes in by reason of a change of the Movement contemplated,— 
from a local British Alliance to an Alliance co-extensive with the 
Christian World. We think, Sir Culling, that this is not the origin 
of the question: we think it has not, by any means, any necessary 
connection with that; for we certainly understood, when we re¬ 
ceived the invitation to meet our Brethren on this side of the water, 
that we were invited here, not for the purpose of witnessing the 
birth of a British child, or to stand American Godfather to the 
child that should be born. I do not believe, that such was the 
object for which we were asked to meet our Christian Brethren; 
but for the purpose of forming a bond—a Christian bond of Union, 
that should include the whole Christian World. We came, there¬ 
fore, at great expense of time and money, for this one great and 
glorious purpose—to ni'anifest wherein Christians are agreed; and, to 
show to the World, that—whilst wc differed, and differed conscien- 
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tiously, about many things—there were great tilings, aftectiiig tho 
interests of Christ’s Kingtioin, in which we agreed. Thus invited, 
we promptly said, “ W'e will come.” The only condition presented 
by the Liverpool Conference wa.s, the xVrticles of the Doctrinal 
Basis ; and these were widely circulated. At the Meeting of the 
Aggregate Committee at Birmingham—which, if my memory serves 
me right, was held in April—a Kesulntion was adopted, that no 
tilaveholder should be invited to the Conference. This was sent 
over to New York in the month of May, after some of the Brethren 
had actually emborked to attend this Conference ; while others had 
made all arrangements—had left their homes—and were on the way 
to the sea side, to take ship for England. This llesolution, coming 
at so lute a period, gave us no opportunity Of gatherhigour Brethren 
together for the purpose of presenting any formal protest against 
this fresh element. It was understood, however, that—this being 
a provision of the Aggregate Committee, and not a Resolution of 
the tConference—the moment the Conference should assemble, it 
would, as a matter of course, cense to operate ; it would be in the 
hands of the present Meeting, to make its own rules of admission, 
and terms of confederation. 

I otfer these remarks to show, that we did not come here, as 
having been informed, in any sense, that this would be an cle¬ 
ment in the B.asis of, the Confederation. Had we so under* 
■stood the matter, yo!i ivould not have seen here any Brethren 
from across the waters ; their faces would not have been seen; their 
voices would lurt have been heard ; and with their interference in 
this subject you would not have been troubled. But, having great 
contidence in our Brethren on these shores, we have come—believing 
that we should meet on the broad principle of Christian Union, and 
that under that dag we should sail. 

Having made these preliminary statements, I would say, that 
there tvere some of our Brethren across the water, who did indulge, 
and svho expressed, their fears, that—after all these arrangments— 
the British Brethren would make the Alliance an Anti-Slavery Asso¬ 
ciation. I repudiated the idea as an unworthy suspicion; and I stood 
up, svbether right or wTong, to defend my Brethren here against any 
such supposition,—that fVe should be invited for the purpose 
forming a Christian Union, on points in which wo were agreed, 
.concerning the household of Jesus Christ; and then, that (having 
bjen thus collected) we should be converted virtually into an Anti- 
Slavery Society ! I did defend, and, until I am better informed, 
I shall defend my Christian Brethren Acre against any such aspersion. 
I would remark, with regard to the topic immediately before the Meet- 



XtNTH DAY—BVENINO SESSION. 


313 


ing, that I ask no man to be an apologist for Slavery, in any shape 
whatever. Not a solitary apology can possibly be made for the system 
of Slavery; and the remarks made by my friend. Rev. Howard Hinton, 
bearing on the system as a system, are but like the little electrical 
machines which children play with,to thelightningstrength of ourown 
feelings on the subject. My feelings on the subject have been strong, 
ever since the day I could recollect anything. Neither I, nor any 
of my Father’s house, have ever had any connexion with Slavery. 
On that subject I am pure ; and I have been the avowed and open 
friend and helper of the coloured man. My grandfather set up 
James Fortune, a coloured man, in business as a sailmaker; and 
my father has frecpiently loaned him money^ to execute orders for 
the fitting out of Government vessels with more celerity. James 
Fortune was a regular visitor at my fother’s house; and as regu¬ 
larly .sat at the table, when he came there, as any other gentleman 
who visited his house in Philadelphia*—not excepting such a man 
as Dallas.* I have never seen the day when I felt any reluctance 
to have a coloured gentleman sit down at my table, and break bread 
with me. I have never seen the day when I was ashamed to walk 
in the Broadway—the most public street in New York—in com. 
pany with a coloured man. A very prominent. Abolitionist said 
once to me, *‘I admired your moral courage, which I witnessed 
a few days since." “ What moral courage “ Why, I saw you 
walk for two miles down the Broadway, ivith Rev. Theodore 
Wright and another person, both black men, one on your right 
and the other on your left hand ; and I admired your moral courage 
in doing so." I replied, “ I am not conscious of performing any 
very great act of moral courage : but why did i/ou shrink away on 
the other side, instead of joining us ? and then there would have 
been two and two.’’ And yet I am held up in your public prints, 
and at Public Meetings in the City of London, as the enemy of 
the coloured man ! I have been the friend of the coloured man 
from my youth up. And, let me farther state, there is a coloured 
congregation of the Presbyterian Church in New York, and the 
Rev. Mr. Wright, the pastor, is a Member of the Presbytery,— 
having equal rights with the other Members. A very short time 
since, he was unanimously elected as Moderator of the Presbytery; 
and, when Committees are appointed to visit Churches, Mr. Wright 
is appointed equally with the rest;—giving counsel, and taking 
an equal part with the other Brethren, in the administration of the 
duties of the Presbytery. I publicly state these facts, to show, that 


• Mr. Dallas is Vice-President of the United States.— Editor. 
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\vc are uot such horrible nejjro-haters as some friemls represent us 
to be. 

Well now, the thinjf 1 would desire to say is, that our Bretliren 
should uot introduce this element into the Alliance, and thus 
inevitably proiluce a division amono ourselves; if not, peradventure, 
among your ownselves also. \\'e have come together avowedly on 
the ground of things on which we are agreed, and for purposes of 
Christian Unitui. There are a great many other things besides 
Shivery, in which moral principles are involved,—in which we feel 
a very deep interest,—and which we might, with equal propriety, 
introduoe as matters for this (.’onference to decide upon. As has 
been intimated, we might intnuluce the subject of Church and 
State. A great many of us in America feel, that England is not 
free herself, and that Englislunen are not free men, whilst they are 
not alioived to worship Gial after tlie dictates of their own conscience, 
until they have paid the penalty of a Government License ;—and 
then Uiey may do it. lint shall 1 say, that no man can lie a 
Christian who receives tithes, which come out of the hard-earnings 
of Dissenters ? And shall I say, that my Brother liickersteth 
cannot be a Christian, because he receives a portion of his stijamd 
from such a source ? Far be it from me to say any such thing : 
but yet wo could get up a conscit'nce nj)on the subject, and 
endeavour to exclude from the Alliance all who are connected with 
a State Church. 

Then, we might bring in another element,—that of Temperance : 
for I can assure you, that it has been no small amount of grief to 
us, to see, in every family we visit, the amount of intoxicating 
liquors that arc used. 

But it may lie said, “ These things have nothing to do with our 
Union, because these arc not moral questions: but Slavery is a 
moral question.” It is also just as much a poliliail question iis 
Cbnrch and State ; just as much imlifical as Temperance ; Iwcausc 
Temperance works into politics as well as into other things. Why, 
then bring into the Allianci* a new element, which will certainly 
cause divisions There are men in the United Stati*s who have 
told us, “ Yon will go up to London, and have blessed good feeling 
Meetings : but, when you come to settle wliat yon have to do, yon 
will all split to pieces. You will have a glorificatiun Meeting or 
■ two, and tell how blessed a thing it is, to dwell together in unity, 
and will cry anti pray with each other; and then you will break up, 
and split into fragments, to the everlasting disgrace* of tlic attempt 
at Union.” Now, Mr. Chairman, there is certainly a tianger of 
coming to this resolt,—if we arc allowed to introduce on element. 
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which is not a rcligiow/t element, and which certainly has u 
prominent bearing upon polities. In your own country you were 
not able to obtain the abolition of Slavery in the West Indies, until 
you got a measure for that purpose passed through Parliament: 
and there are no other means for abolishing Slavery in the United 
States, than by getting the respective Legislatures of the several 
States to do it. By their action on it only can it be done. It is 
not in the power of the North to do it; it is not in the power of 
the General Government to do it,—except in the ten miles square 
district of Columbia. The power of freeing any State from this 
accursed system rests with itself. The question of Slavery is, 
therefore, a jyolilkal question, and must depend upon political in¬ 
fluence for its extinction. But, though it would be unwise to 
introduce this as a new element into the Alliance, could not the 
British Branch of the Alliance send over to the American Branch 
a kind, but strong, argumentative and persuasive remonstrance 
upon the subject ? We would take it in the spirit of Christian 
love; and would, if need be, endorse it ourselves, and distribute it 
far and wide over the whole land. iViid then, we in America, 
might send back to the British Branch a remonstrance on the 
propriety of your filling your bottles with water instead of brandy. 
Thus we .should be mutually benefiting each other,—and all in the 
spirit of love; instead of insisting upon a general organization, 
with regard to which we shall be divided. This pleasant inter¬ 
change of conununiention would greatly’tend, to bring us all, in 
time, to one opinion. Why, Sir, God is moving very singularly 
in regard to this matter of Slavery. His Providence is fighting 
against it in a very remarkable manner; and He, I believe, has 
sealed its doom : and it is best, then, to let God manage it His own 
way, without taking it into our hands. I will tell you to what I refer. 
God has led the British Nation, in a most sudden way, to open 
their ports for the reception of the product of free labour. 

The Chairman thought, that, as they were not all agreed u]>on 
the .subject to which the Speaker was alluding, it would be better 
not to refer to it. 

Rev. Dr. Patton. —I do not intermeddle with the abstract 
question, whether this is right or wrong : but merely to show how 
it would reduce the price of a slave. 

The Chairman.— -Dr. Patton is quite in order. 

Rev. Dr. Patton. —A few years ago, your ports were almost 
entirely shut against any other products than those of slave labour ; 
but God has led this great Nation,—whether right or wrong, I do 
not say—to open the ports; and now the product of free as well 
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as of slave labour can be imported. will bo the result } 

The price of a slave in Louisiana is always regulated by the price 
of a pound of cotton at Liverpotd. If a pound of cotton is worth 
lid. at Liverpool, a slave will be worth 1000 dollars in Louisiana. 
But, if the price of cotton full to .«/. a ])onnd, the jirice of a slave 
will fall to 4IM> dollars. The importation of the jiroductions of free 
labour will make cotttm not an article of si> much importance for 
remittance by merchants. The price of cotton will be broufflit 
down ; and, with a fall in the price of cotton, there will be a fall in 
the price of a slave; and, when the price of a slave is only 200 
dollars, you will hear .such groanin';, and wailing, and lamentation, 
and such pleading and entreating by the slaveholders to (Jreat 
Britain and the World, to help them to get rid of Slavery ! One 
Brother (Mr. Hinton), has said, that the bulwark—the great 
bulwark—of Slavery was the American fhnrche.s. I say, that the 
grand bulwark of Slavery is the high price ])aid for the product of 
slave labour : let that be reduced, and the encouragement given to 
slave labour is gone. 

If the Anti-Slavery element is introduced into the Alliance, it 
will give birth to a series of national agitations, which will prove 
exceedingly painful, and adverse to the cause of Christian Union. 
Let the subject, then. Sir Culling, lie over ; let the Providence of 
God go on working out its vast designs ; let us form our .Alliance in 
America ; form yoi/r* hert?; and let our Continental Brethren form 
theirs, —on the General Principles on ir hich we are already .agreed. 
Let us open cummunic.ations with one another: and who can tell 
what an intiuence will be exerted before the next .Meeting of the 
Alliance, by thus patiently waiting one upon the other, and by en¬ 
deavouring to do each other goorl f 

Iff on the other hand. Sir Culling, this element is introduced,— 
we must give up all hope of a General Organization, and fall back 
upon the original idea of a British Organization. But, if this 
coarse be adopted, the charm is broken,—the charm of all Christians 
being united in a grand World’s Confederacy. 

.An objection has been made, that some Brethren have expressed 
themselves so strongly, in other places, on the subject of Slavery, 
that they will hare to “ eat all their word.s,” unless they introduce 
this clement. Why, 1 have said a great many strong things on 
Temperance ; and, because I do not u ant to make it a part of (his 
’Ba-sts of Union, must I “eat my words,” and not hold to my 
former sentiments r 

I have said a great many things against lewdness, and in support 
of the Seventh Commandment ; and shall I he considered as 
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taking all back that I have so spoken in public, unless the Seventh 
Commandment be put in > 

There are some Churches in America, which actually exclude all 
persons from coming to the Communion, unless they take the 
Temperance pledge. I do not go so far myself ; but endeavour to 
enlighten the minds of the peojile on that subject before they so 
join ; and, in tlie Churcli of which I am pastor, there is not a 
•solitary member who is not a teetotaller. I only mention that, to 
show, that we have strong consciences in America ; and to show, 
(hat no one is constrained and compelled to “ eat up ” what he has 
said against Slavery, unless that element be introduced here. We 
have come here for the purpose of uniting on things in which we are 
agreed ; and not to have discussions and divisions on matters about 
which we are disagreed. 

Phesident Emory had not felt at liberty before, during the 
Conference, to speak to the merits of any question, except to a 
few points of order; and he had forborne, because the subjects 
were in the hands of those who were abundantly competent to 
manage them, tlpon l/iis subject, and this only, he should feel at 
liberty to say a few words, ami he would try to make them very 
brief. It would have been improper for him to go into any ex¬ 
planation of his personal position, had he not, in common with some 
Brethren from the other side of the Atlantic, been less intimately 
and extensively known than the Brethren who were among friends 
and acquaintance. It might be proper, then, to say, that he 
belonged to a Church, which, u’ithia the last two years, had 
suffered 400,000 of her Members, and 1500 of her Ministers, to be 
separated from her Communion, rather than suffer Slave-holding 
within her pale. He belonged also to a Conference which took the 
lead in that movement ; and his position was the more peculiar, 
because he was delegated by that Conference to represent them in 
this Body. He had no need to express at length, his interest in 
the Slave, and his opj)osition to Slavery. He took it for granted, 
that all of his Brethren were of one mind on that subject ; that 
they were all friends of the Slave, and all enemies of Slavery; but 
he would hope, that he might take it for granted, that there 
were none there bold enough to say, that, under all circumstances, a 
man holding slaves must be a U’icked man. If there were such, he 
could only say, that he could, then, hold no argument with him,— 
that there was no' common basis upon which they could rest. But 
he would not take up the time of the Meeting on that point:—he 
wished to come directly to the point in hand. 

He objected to the proposed Amendment, because it would be 



318 


ai t.iAxn:. 


an anomali/ in I fie constitiiliun of thv AHiancr. Tlie (|iu>stiuii liiul 
been broufjht up sevoriil liinos, as to introduuinf.t tlie question of 
moral character into tlio liasis; and its introduction iiaii been 
before rejected by an express vote of the Conference. Noxe, 
Slavery was a question alfectini; moral character. He was aware, 
that it might, perhaps, be shown, by an ingenious logic, to have 
some connexion with a |)oint of Doctrine; but he asked,—where 
was the system of Theology, in which Sbive-holding was set down 
among the qtiestious of Theolo^i/ ? It xvas never ]mt down in such 
a category : it was purely a question of moral character; and the 
Conference had decided, that they wouhl not incorporate that 
question into the Basis of the Alliance. He did not snp]iMse, 
hoxvever. that the Alliance intended to leave out of viexv the (jnes- 
tion of moral character. Not at all. This matter would have to 
be settled at the adinission of every Jlleinlxer, by the respective 
Committees, who would have charge of the admission of Illeinhers. 
And it did appear to him, that this was just the point at which 
they might harmonise; and thus avoid the necessity, eitlier of 
incorporating the projwisei! clause, or of going luu^c to the original 
plan of n distinct British Alliance, instead of an (Ecumenu al. Why 
might not the question of every man’s moral character he left to 
the particular Committee, who had it in charge r—so that, even 
if a Slave-holder were to jweseiit himself, the (snnmiitce might he 
left to act according to the best of their judgement: and, if he were 
admitted, the matter miglit rest there. If the Hritisli Brethren 
did not admit slaveholders into their Ihaly, the American xvonhl 
not interfere with their doci.sions ; and, ns Temperuuce had been 
referred to as an American cpie-stion, he might say, th.it, if the 
American Committee excluded the seller of whiskey or rum, their 
British Brethren would not interfere uith them. 

Thus a little liberty might be left to all parties in this question, 
which would secure a mutual confidence in each other's judgement 
and integrity. He proposed, therefore, that they should rest where 
they were, and lie content with the Doctrinal Basis,—leaving the 
question of moral character entirely to the respective Branches. 

His second objection to the introduction of this clause was, that 
it would be inexjiedient. It would lie so in reference to the interest* 
of the Auti-Slareri/ cause itself. He was most anxious that Hlnvery 
should come to an end throughout the earth; and, if the introduction 
of this clause would lx* made to contribute to that'glorious result,— 
though he xvns not sure that even then he could vote for it, 
—liecause he wa,s not willing, under any circumstances, to do 
Wrong that good might come,—yet, he xvould not complain of otlier 
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Bretlireii, who should give way to their feelings, and adopt the 
clause. 

So much did he hate Slavery, that—as the result of years of 
thought—^lie declared, that—much as an American he admired the 
Father of his country—he would rather be the man to devise some 
plan for the extinction of Slavery in the United States, than have 
been George Washington himself. But the present movement 
would not tend to promote the emancipation of the slave. Brethren 
who had not lived in the United States could have no conception of 
the difficulties that were thrown around this question by interference 
from abroad. Those immediately concerned in the matter could 
scarcely bear the interference of their Brethren from the Northern 
States. But difficulties were increased a hundred-fold, when there 
was added interference from 'a P'oreign Country. Allusion had 
already been made to nalional prejudices ; and there was no national 
prejudice stronger than that. They could scarcely now advocate 
the cause of the slave and his emancipation, but it was thrown in 
their teeth, “ There is British influence !”—and every man might 
understand, how ^he good cause could be impeded by fomenting 
these low and vulgar national prejudices. One of the most 
effectual means of enlisting the Slaveholders themselves,—(and 
that was the party they wanted to eidist for the extinction of 
Slavery)—would be getting them to mingle, as much as possible, 
with men in other parts of the World. One of the strongest 
means of their conversion in the United States was, inducing them 
to trayel through the Northern States, and to contrast the su¬ 
periority of the Free, over the Slave States,—in the amount of 
the population,—the improvement of the cities,—and in almost 
every respect, so far as national wealth was concerned. This 
argument came home to the mind, if not to the heiirt, of every 
man who witnessed the facts. And these influences would 
extend, if—instead of causing the Slaveholders to shut themselves 
up within their own circle—they could induce them to mingle with 
the World at large. Since he (President Emory) had been in 
London, he had watched the feelings which now and then had been 
elicited upon this subject: and when he had heard the applause 
which had been given when the principles of liberty were alluded 
to,—and when he had seen the respect which was paid to the 
coloured man,—the deference with which his views were received,— 
and how the prejudice of colour had passed away among men of 
the first standing in society,—he had thought to himself,—Oh! 
what a genial influence would be exerted upon the Slaveholders 
themselves, if they were but to mingle in sucli scenes; and to do 
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it'with the understanding, that such manifestations were not intended 
as «n insult to their different qnnions, but as the natural overflow 
of full hearts. For these reasons, he besought Brethren, not to 
cast off Slaveholders, and not to exclude them from influences 
which must produce upon them so admirable an effect. 

Lastly, this moventent would be disasirotts lo the cause of the 
Alliance itself. Other Brethren most speak for themselves: he 
felt prepared to speak for the Alethodist Episcopal Church in the 
United States ; and he said, that, not only would that jiortioii whicli 
had broken off from its Connuunion, but also the Methodist Epis* 
copal Church itself (which had done and suffered so much for its 
op]xisitioii to Slavery) would entirely abstain from any participation 
in that Alliance, if the present Amendment were adopted in any 
shape or form. And the connexioiial principle was so strong in 
that Body, that there were very few—either of its-Members or its 
Ministers—who would, upon their own private responsibility, em¬ 
bark in an enterprise, which would ])erhaps be discountenanced by 
the Body with which they were connected : because they would 
very naturally think, that it was more important for them to culti¬ 
vate peace at home than abroad; and that it was more important 
for them not to lose the harmony they possessed, than to go in 
search of a unanimity which they might not be able to obtain. lie 
was aware, that this was not a matter of very great importance to a 
Body whose connexion was so vast and extensive. And—although, 
under the peculiar circumstances under which he himself was 
placed, he should at once say, that he could not, without compro¬ 
mising interests that were dear to him, continue in connexion with 
the Alliance, with any such clause as that in its constitution,—he 
yet knew, that such remarks in reference to himself, or the Body he 
represented, were not of much moment. No, the Alliance could 
do better w'ithout him and them, than they could do without it. 
lie could not, however, hut feel deeply affected under these cir¬ 
cumstances, when he looked forward to what he should have to 
encounter when he returned to his home. From some he would 
have to encounter .shame. Tliere were those who had told him, as 
they had told his Brother (Dr. Patton) who had preceded him, 
that the projected Alliance would be nothing but an Anti-Slavery 
Movement. 'I’he very moment that a Motion had been made in the 
Conference of hi.s Church to send him to this Assembly, this was 
the ground of objection—that the Conference would Im converted 
into an Anti-.Slavery Meeting. And these individuals would point 
with thefnger of scorn, and say, “ We tohl you liefore you went: 
if you bad listened to your friends, you would never have gone.” 
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On the other hand, he would have to meet with grief, 'fhe Pastor 
of the Church with which he was associated, as he bade him fare¬ 
well, with tears in his eyes expressed his regret, that he could not 
be with him in the glorious scenes to which he was going. There 
were hearts in America as big as any in the World, beating higli 
with the proudest hopes of the glorious results of that Meeting; 
and he should have to go, and sit down with them, in grief. Thai 
would be the feeling of their bosoms. He (President Emory) 
could never say a harsh word of the Alliance. No ! he would bear 
with him through life, and communicate to others, the delightful 
feelings which he had here enjoyed; and, if Brethren adopted the 
clause,—conscientiously believing that they were only acting ac¬ 
cording to a stern necessity,—he would endeavour to turn aside the 
assailants that would rise up against them. But would the Con¬ 
ference subject their American Brethren to these trials ? 

[^The respected speaker here paused,—evidently overcome by his 
feelings. He resumed.] 

He hoped Brethren would pardon him for so unmanly an ex¬ 
pression of his feelings.—He was not a man of tears, on any other 
subject but that which concerned Religion and its great interests : 
but, from his childhood, he never could refrain from tears, when his 
own personal salvation, and that of others, was at stake. On that 
subject, he confessed, he was a perfect child. His present feelings 
were but the overflowings of a heart which had been full for many 
days. Since the opening of that Meeting, the words of the sacred 
writer had been continually ringing in his ears, “ Let not him that 
girdeth on his harness boast himself, as he that putteth it oAT.” 
And on that eventful night, when it was resolved to form the Alli¬ 
ance,—when he saw Brethren shaking hands and praising God,— 
and when he listened to the strains of eloquence and praise in the 
public Assemblies,—his heart had been filled with trembling, lest 
all these scenes should be changed for others of a widely different 
character. On last Sabbath, he had the privilege of hearing one 
who had been prominent in the commencement of this enterprise ; 
but who, unfortunately, had to leave the Conference this morning, 
—and, in the course of an admirable sermon, devoted to the cause 
of Christian Union, he remarked, that one single hour might blast 
all their work, and defeat all the triumphs that had been achieved : 
and he (President Emory) felt, that, as far as the Alliance was 
concerned, that hour had come 1 Brethren! (said the Speaker) if 
you think it necessary, make us the'victims : but victims we must 
be. There is not an Evangelical Church, of any numbers, in the 
United States, that will touch this Alliance, if that feature is intro- 
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duceil. Single Members uiul Ministers may ; but net :i single 
Body, of any large numbers, will countenance it at all. 

Rev. Dr. Waudlaw.—I never rose to address an assembly with 
ntore deep feelings of reluctance : but I rise to disburden my 
conscience. I feel we are standing on ground which is trembling 
beneath our feet. In one respect, I feel this,—whilst in another 
respect, I must say, I feel the ground is firm. Mr. Chairman, I 
wish to say, that I cannot regard this great question now before us, 
—when speaking in an Assembly of the Evangelical Alliance,— 
in any other light than that of great moral and religioux aspects. 
We liave disclaimed politics in this assembly ; I take, therefore, 
no political view of this question. And, with regard to its moral 
and religious aspects, I cannot but persuade myself, that we are 
of one mind. I mean by this—that there is not an individual 
within these walls, who is not a decided enemy to Slavery,— 
disapproving, condemning, and detesting it. I presume, I may 
assume that, as a point of fact. For my own part, 1 have always 
regarded it as amongst the most outrageous infractions under 
Heaven, of Heaven’s great Law of Christian equity and love,— 
“ Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so 
to them.” I know not whether my dear Brethren will go all the 
length with me in what I am going to add. There is not time at 
present, to enter into an illustration or vindication of the position ; 
but it ha.s ever appeared to mo, that the only consistent slaveholder 
oil the face of the earth, is the man, who, with this law before his 
mind, can lay his hand on his heart, and say, in sincerity, “ I have 
no objection to bo a slave myself.” I have no time to illustrate, or 
enforce, or vindicate the truth of this position. I hold it is a just 
one, that you cannot be (Christian ?) slaveholders yourselves, with¬ 
out being able to lay your hands upon your hearts, and say, “ We 
should like to be slaves ourselves.” This position I take up ; and, 
at the same time, while I go thus far—and almost entirely 
agree with the sentiments expressed by the original Mover 
of the Amendment, yet I do confess there are diiliculties—and 
temptations—(shall I call them ?)—in the way of Christian 
Brethren in America, to which rve are not at all exposed ourselves; 
and, for which, perhaps, we are not disposed to make a suifioient 
measure of allowance. I grant it heartily. At the same time,— 
painful as it is to me,—I must lay it down as a great principle— 
that the question with us, is. What is the will of God? And, if 
we ascertain what the will of God is, the next conclusion we hnve 
to come to is,—That will must be done, cost what it may. And, if 
the laws of man stand in opposition to the laws of God, the laws of 
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Iran must be broken, and tlie laws of God must be kept. Tins, I 
think, is a position from which I shall not easily be driven: and 
admitting, as I do, that allowances in this matter ought to be made, 
on the great principle,—that there are some sins, which in themselves, 
and by reason of various aggravating circumstances, are more heinous 
in the sight of God than others; while there are some sins which, 
in themselves, and by reason of various palliating circumstances, are 
less heinous in the sight of God than others,—still, the question is 
—Is Slavery a sin, or is it not a sin? And I apprehend, that, in all 
instances, it is sinful; because, in all instances, it is an infraction 
of the great law to which I have just referred. 

I would also further observe, Sir, that—while we are disposed to 
pass sentence of exclusion against slaveholders, (for that point we 
are now discussing)—we are not pronouncing any sentence about 
their Christianity. If any man were to come to me, seeking admis¬ 
sion into the Church of which I am Pastor, who was engaged in 
some practice which was considered by the Church under my care 
as directly and flagrantly Anti-Christian, I should refuse to admit 
him ;—but, I should not, in doing so, say, “ You are not a Christian.” 
I should say to him, “ Were we to receive you, we should be con¬ 
sidered as giving a sanction to that Anti-Christian practice in which 
you are engaged.” Now, Sir, I apprehend, this is precisely the 
case before us,—so far as respects the Evangelical Alliance,—that, 
were we to admit slaveholders into connection with it, we should 
appear to the whole World, as giving our sanction to a great moral 
evil—a monstrous evil: and from this view of it I would especially 
shrink. Observations have been made in regard to certain extreme 
cases ; and these were stated very strongly, and very impressively. 
Now I grant, Mr. Chairman, that there are such cases on the other 
side of the Atlantic, and that they are exceedingly difficult to deal 
with ; but my answer is,—we cannot legislate for special cases : we 
can only legislate on great general principles, as we understand 
them to be laid down in the Word of the Living God. I admit, there 
are cases of certain individuals—who, possessing slaves, treat them 
well, both in regard to their bodily comfort, mental cultivation,'and 
spiritual well being; and for this I commend them: but still J 
cannot approve of their holding them as slaves ; because I consider, 
that, by this very fact, countenance is given to the great mid 
monstrous evil of Slavery. Allow me to illustrate my meaning by 
a case, which may not be considered parallel, but which will serve 
the purpose of illustration. Suppose I am convinced, as 1 am, that 
the theatre is productive of an immense amount of moral miedii^; 
yet there mav be certain individual plays, which I myself, and, 
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perhaps, a whole audience could hear without any harm ; but my 
appearing there, for the purpose of hearing a particular tragedy or 
comedy, or whatever would be harmless in its influence on my mind, 
would still be giving my countenance and my sanction, in the view 
of the World, to a system of great and extensive moral mischief. 
So in this case. Whatever may be the conduct of individuals in 
reference to those whom they hold in Slavery, the fact of holding 
them in Slavery, so far gives countenance to the monstrous system 
with which they are connected. 

I shall not detain the Meeting much longer. I love my Christian 
Brethren from America. I love them, I trust, with a "pure heart” 
and “fervently.” I loved them before they came to this Country 
for the purpose of attending the Meetings of this Alliance ; and I 
love them more fervently than ever, from the communion I have 
now had with them :—but, in regard to this great question, I must 
speak my mind. 

I do not now bring forward any Motion, nor do I expect, that 
what I am nou’ about to mention, as a part of my speech, in the 
form of a stjggestion, will at all meet the case. 1 would say, how¬ 
ever, that such a Resolution as this would satisfy me—if our 
American Brethren would consent to it; but, in the circumstances 
in which they stand, I presume this is almost hopeless:—“ That the 
Evangelical Alliance, composed of Ministers and Brethren from the 
United States of America, as well as from Great Britain and Ireland, 
and the Continent of Europe,—acquiescing in the propriety of the 
restrictive Resolution adopted by the Conference,—regard such 
acquiescence as involving a sufficiently explicit declaration of the 
decided hostility of the Members to all Slavery; and their determi¬ 
nation, in their respective spheres, to use all means, which may by 
them be deemed legitimate, to effect its universal abolition.” I 
believe, there is not one of us present—American—British—or 
Continental, who is not desirous that the last link of Slavery should 
be broken. I feel the conviction, therefore, that if our American 
Brethren would but give their consent to this acquiescence in the 
exclusion of Slaveholders—all would be well. I do not expect it, 
however; and, it seems to me, there are only two results,—one or 
the other of which must follow this debate. The first is,—the 
forming of two Alliances, one for Britain and one for America ; the 
second is,—the throwang off of a very large proportion of British 
and* Irish Members. I am quite satisfied, from what I know of 
the pulse of feeling on this subject in Scotland, that such will be 
the result;—^that a very large proportion of those, who otherwise 
would adhere to the Alliance, will not come forward and avow that 
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adherence; and that a very large proportion of those, who have 
already given their adherence, will be under the painful, but con¬ 
scientious, necessity of withdrawing from it. And I must say, Mr. 
Chairman, that I do regard the institution of two Alliances as a far 
less evil in its own nature, and as less evil in the results which are 
likely to arise from it,—than that of its appearing to the World, 
that this great Alliance (supposing it to be one) was giving its 
countenance or sanction, directly or indirectly, to that accursed thing. 
Slavery,—either in the United States, or in any other part of the 
World. 

[[There were frequent murmurs of applause during several parts, 
especially the latter portion of Dr. Wardlaw’s speech: but these 
were instantly surpressed.] 

Rev. W. W. Ewbank now thought he might claim a few moments 
of the patient attention of the Conference, on this deeply painful 
subject, from the fact, that he distinctly disapproved, and strenuously 
opposed, the Resolution which had been passed by the Aggregate 
Committee at Birmingham, with respect to the invitations which 
were issued; and he had only consented not to vote against that 
Resolution, under the misapprehension, that the use would not 
have been made of it, which had since been made of it,—he doubted 
not, most properly—he meant, technically; because the use which 
had been made of it, had been, to submit it to all the American 
Brethren. His (Mr. Ewbank’s) impression was, that they simply 
decided, for the sake of peace within the preliminary Committee, 
not distinctly to invite Slaveholders. He never expected, that, if 
any pious and religious Slaveholder from America,—and he believed 
there were hundreds and thousands of such, quite as much Christians 
as he himself was,—presented himself, he would be excluded ; and 
he (Mr. Ewbank) firmly believed, that, if such an individual had 
presented himself to the Conference, he would not have been 
refused. 

This statement he made, merely to clear his conscience. He 
must say, that he would yield to no one in his opposition to Slavery. 
He believed it to be, in the abstract, a damnable and most diabolical 
sin. He believed it to be utterly inconsistent with the precepts of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ; and he firmly believed, that the Gospel 
of Christ would destroy Slavery, as it had almost destroyed other 
sins in this Country, such as duelling;—and as he believed it 
would, at last, destroy war between various countries. He looked 
upon no sin as of a deeper dye than the sin of Slavery; but his ob¬ 
jection—his strong objection—to the Amendment of his dear friend 
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Mr. Hinton, was, that it introduced a completely new principle into 
•the Alliance; and this assertion he would prove.—He stood there, 
pot as a Clergyman of the Church of England, but simply as a 
Christian; and, in that capacity, he was recognised as a Member 
of the Alliance: but, if this principle were introduced, he could 
never have been introduced simply as a Christian. If the man 
attached to a system were not to be considered distinctly from that 
system, he maintained,—he had no right, no title, to appear as a 
Member of the Alliance. He did not wish to refer to names: hut 
there were dear Brethren present,—and he could call them dear 
Brethren, and feel them to be so—who had spoken in a strong manner 
of the system with which he was connected, and with which it was 
his glory that he was connected; because he believed, that, on the 
whole, in the sight of God, it was the best system which could be 
formed for a Country;—he meant the system of Church and State. 
Excellent Brethren had declared, that the system of Church and 
State was so Unscriptural, that the Church of England, as a system, 
destroyed more souls than it saved. Now, he felt not the slightest 
diminution of Christian love to those dear Brethren. He honoured 
them for speaking out the sentiments of their hearts ; and he could 
here speak out his sentiments as freely—and, he trusted, with as 
much Christian love, as they could. He was sure, that—when they 
uttered such a strong expression—they did it with Christian love in 
their hearts; and, in the same spirit, he could speak as strongly 
against the Dissenting system, as they could against the Church. 
But he maintained, that—in joining the Alliance—he was not 
identified tvith the System to which he belonged ; and, therefore, 
however wrong the system of Slavery might be—and he would 
yield to none in declaring it to be wrong ;—though it destroyed 
souls, as some Brethren thought the Church of England did,—and 
.though it was as contrary to Scripture, as ever it had been said the 
system of Church and State was ;—he did not believe, that Slave¬ 
holders should be excluded on account of this system ; or else, for 
the same alleged reasons, he might be excluded from the Alliance 
as a Clergyman of the Church of England. 

He could not but sympathize with his American Brethren, when 
they stated, that all they wished was, to harmonize with their 
English and other European friends on the great Basis which had 
been put forward. The introduction of the principle of the 
Aiftendment would lead to endless definitions of those characters 
who were to be excluded. He thought, they ought to trust their 
.Brethren in America, that they would not introduce into the Alliance 
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any who were not real Christians; and, if they did not so trust them, 
they did not show that Christian confidence in them which they 
ought to show. 

He had several other reasons to urge against the Amendment: 
hut they were of little consequence compared with those which he 
had adduced. He earnestly maintained, that the passing of 
the Amendment would be holding and treating a man as re¬ 
sponsible for all the errors of his system, and would render it 
impossible for any Christian to be introduced, simply as such. 
In that case, he should feel it most difficult to remain a Member of 
the Alliance. It was with great pain that he said it; and many 
other Brethren, who, he was sure, felt as strongly on the subject of 
Slavery as those excellent Brethren who supported the Amendment, 
would be obliged to leave this godly and blessed Confederacy. 

Ilev. Dr. Bunting thought it would be extremely desirable, to 
adhere to the general custom of the House of Commons, not to 
encourage three or four speakers on the same side of a disputed 
question, to speak in succession; but that there should be addresses 
from speakers of opposite opinions, alternately, as far as possible. 

Rev. Dr. Bairu said, that, if they were going to form an 
Organization of a permanent character, bringing Christians of 
various Countries into close contact with one another, he should feel 
much more tiie force of the objections of Dr. Wardlaw, than he 
did when he looked at the organization which had been proposed, 
and saw that it was a mere Meeting—not a Society at all—not an 
Organization which deserved the name :—it was nothing but the 
bringing together of men of various Countries once in seven years, 
or five, or three, as might seem best. Taking this simple view— 
tliat the two great objects of the proposed Association were, the 
promotion of brotherly love among the Members of the Alliance, 
and the diffusion of great Protestant principles—and that the Con¬ 
ferences were to be merely assemblages of Christian Brethren from 
various Countries at specified intervals of time,—with no Organiza¬ 
tion left when those Meetings were over—it really seemed to him 
possible for them to come together on the broad Basis already laid 
down. If there were to be an Organization of a very consolidated 
character, and having great variety of action, the matter would be 
different. The Basis laid down was one upon which they could all 
meet; and details were, in his opinion, much better left to the 
Branches of the Alliance. 

He confessed, that the idea of failing in this great effort to unite 
Protestants, at home and abroad, in the great Principles they had 
already adopted, was most distressing. Yet they had been brought 
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to that point: and, unless enlightened and liberal views were taken, 
and unless questions not essential to the proper objects of the 
Alliance were left aside, he did not see how they could get on. 
Other questions beside that of Slavery might be brought forward, 
which would give a great deal of trouble; but these were kept 
back, that they might unite on the great principles which formed 
the Basis. Difference of opinion on other questions ought to form 
no bar to Membership ; for, on the same ground, a Brother might 
refuse to belong to the general Church of Christ, because its 
Members were not agreed in every thing. 

Rev. Dr. Urwick did not rise for the purpose of arguing on one 
side or other of the present question,—the most painful which had 
been brought before them ; and likewise—though he did not himself 
concur in all the fears which had been expressed—the one most likely 
to be fatal to the Alliance. He would do little more than offer a 
suggestion. He could not make a Motion, as that would be con¬ 
trary to order. He mshed that the Anti-Slavery cause was in 
circumstances, in connexion with the Alliance, which would enable 
them all heartily to concur in adopting the Resolution proposed by 
his esteemed Brother, Mr. Hinton. It manifestly appeared, however, 
that such was not the case. He could sympathize deeply with the 
dear Brethren from America ; and he could not but concur fully in 
admiration of the kind and Christian manner in which they had 
received statements, which must have told more or less upon their 
feelings: there was great cause for thankfulness to God, for the 
calmness and Christian temper avhich had pervaded these important 
discussions. He did not think, that the matter could end in a vote 
upon the present question, which would be to the entire satisfaction 
of any party. If they negatived Mr. Hinton’s Proposition, and 
did nothing more, they avould be giving indirectly the influence of 
the Conference against the slave. Perhaps harmonymight be brought 
about, by foregoing a part of their convictions as to what ought 
to be; and, if they could not get all they tvished, he was willing 
to take all they could get. It was, at one time, thought a great 
point, to obtain from the British Parliament the abolition of the 
Slave Trade. Their American friends had, with one consent, re¬ 
pudiated Slavery. On that point there was not a dissenting 
opinion or feeling among them. Now, what he suggested was 
simply this;—the Conference might take and do with it just what 
they liked: he could only say it avas the result of much anxiety, 
mnch serious consideration, and—he might add—of some prayer. 
He would deeply regret, if they could not have an CEcumenioal 
Alliance. 
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What he suggested, then, was this—that, instead of introducing 
the subject of Slavery in the shape of a law, as to the non-admission 
of slaveholders, they should embody, if they could, the entire, 
unanimous, cordial expression of the judgement and feelings of the 
Conference, or the Alliance, against Slavery;—which might, perhaps, 
be something to the following effect:— 

“ That this Alliance,—believing Slavery to be iniquitous in itself, fraught with 
fearful influences upon the personal and social character of the parties concerned 
in it, and utterly repugnant to the genius of the Gospel,—rejoices in the pro¬ 
gress which has been made towards its entire abolition: and, although this 
Alliance does not feel called upon to identify itself with any particular 
measures, or to prescrilie what course should be pursued by its Members for 
securing that consummation, it is constrained to record its hope and assurance, 
that all connected with it, will, to the utmost of their power, contribute towards 
that result,—so important to the honour of the Christian name, and to the 
unqualified and cordial recognition of Christian Brotherhood with all redeemed 
men—whatever may be their colour or condition—as one in Christ Jesus.” 

He (Dr. Urwick) simply threw out this, with the wish to intro* 
duce something in which they could all concur. 

[At the request of several Gentlemen, Dr. Urwick again read his 
proposed Resolution.] 

He thought, they ought not only to take into consideration the 
condition of slaveholders, but that they ought also to take into 
account the case of men like themselves—men with souls as precious 
as theirs—men, it might be, with intellects as powerful as theirs— 
and men, with hearts as capable of being made the dwelling-place of 
the Divine Spirit:—they ought to take into account the condition 
of the Christian slave. He would have the Alliance, and all its 
Members, in a position in which they could take the slave, if a 
Christian, by the hand, and recognize him as a Brother in Christ. 
And he thought, that the person who was not prepared to do that, 
could not conscientiously become a Member of the Alliance. 

Rev. Dr. Skinnbk.—I have had. Sir Culling, since I have 
been attending upon these Meetings, as high feelings of piety—if I 
ever had any,—as pure feelings,—as elevated and holy feelings, as I 
have ever had; and, I think 1 can say, even higher, and more like 
the feelings, which I hope will fill my soul when I appear in the 
presence of God with His Saints. I regard this assemblage in 
London, as the most important assembly which has ever been held 
since I have been on the stage of existence; and I question, if, 
siiTce the primitive times, there has been a more important assembly 
Iteld in the Church than the present will prove to have been. I do 
not question. Sir Culling, the right of this Conference to adopt 
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such an Amendment as that proposed by Mr. Hinton. They may 
adopt it, if they please,—just as they have adopted an Article in the 
Basis which excludes the Friends : but I must think, that, if they 
do so, they will act inconsistently with some things which they 
have already adopted. 

But I shall not pursue that argument. I admit the right, but 
the question is as to the expediency ; —whether it is best that it 
should be adopted by the Evangelical Alliance? And on tliis 
point, my mind is fully made up,—that it would be, on the whole, 
inexpedient; and, in a high degree, undesirable; and, if adopted, 
would unquestionably—as was remarked by President Emory— 
exclude from the Alliance the great mass of the Evangelical 
American Church. And they would be excluded. Sir Culling, 
not because they u’ere friendly to Slavery; fi>r I do assure you, that 
there is, in the American Church, a most sincere and intense detes¬ 
tation of the system,—as one of the most hateful and abominable 
things under the sun. I must say, / so regard it. I came from the 
South ; I was born there; 1 have friends there: my father was a slave¬ 
holder; but, after I became a Christian, I conceived an utter disgust 
towards Slavery ; and it was by my own remonstrances with my 
father, before his death, that I was hindered from being a slaveholder 
myself. My abhorrence of the system has continued. I perceive 
it is opposed to every law of God. And what / feel upon the sub¬ 
ject, is felt by my Brethren—by my Brethren in the South to a 
great extent, (though there are exceptions there) —but extensively 
by my Brethren in America. I know that I represent them, in 
expressing my most cordial and intense abhorrence of Slavery ns a 
system, and my earnest desire that this evil should cease amongst 
us. 

But, Sir, ought the American Churches to be excluded from this 
Alliance, on account of the existence of this system among them ? 
That is the question : and let me say, that,—while I believe Slavery, 
as a system, and particularly American Slavery, to be the greatest 
of abominations,—let me publicly assure you, that, not only may 
there be pious Slaveholders, but that there are amongst them some 
of the most spiritual, devouty benevolent, and great-hearted persons 
I have ever known;—persons, who themselves have opposed Slavery; 
and who are Slaveholders, not on their own account, nut for their 
own good, but exclusively for the good of the Slaves. 

Dr. Wardlaw has laid down the principle, that no man should 
hold another in Slavery, unless he were willing to be held in Sla¬ 
very himself. I accord with the principle; 1 dissent from the con- 
elusions which he drew from it. I can state some circumstances which 
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presented themselves before my own eyes, in which, according to 
the law of reciprocity, you would wish to be a slave. Part of the 
case is real ; part is imaginary. I was riding in Virginia on the 
outside of a stage, when I saw two little negro girls, cleanly 
dressed,—and beautiful children they ivere,—walking after a man 
who was riding. ’ The driver of the stage said to me, “ Do you 
know where those children are going ? they are going to Fairfax to 
be sold; and that man on the horse is the sheriff, who has an execu¬ 
tion,—part of which will be satisfied by the sale of those little girls.” 
1 said, “ Driver, what would you do, if those little children were 
yours, and the sheriff were come and take them to sell at Fairfax?” 
He said, “ I would be the death of him—and I felt that I .should 
probably have been the same. Well, Sir, suppose I was a man of 
wealth, and had gone to Fairfax, and attended the auction; and 
suppose the mother of these children was there, and, knou'ing me 
to be a Christian man, .and a man of property, were to entreat me 
to purchase her children, and thus prevent their being sold to Ala¬ 
bama or 'I'exas ; and suppose that I should at once determine, that I 
would buy them, and constitute myself a slaveholder;—I ask, 
should I not, in such a case, be fulfilling the law of reciprocity 
referred to by Dr. Warillaw? and be doing to others what, in an 
exchange of circumstances, I should like to be done to myself? 
And then, suppose. Sir, that I should buy these little girls, for the 
purpose of educating them, and furnishing them for the enjoyment 
of their liberty,—with the determination, that, as soon as it was pos- 
■sible, they should be put in po.ssession of their liberty; and that 
they should, in addition, be set up in comfortable circumstances, 
and have property as well as liberty; should I lie sinning in acting 
in this way ? And if, while this relation subsisted between me and 
these two little girls, I were to come to London, and attend a 
Meeting of the Evangelical Alliance, and wished to join it,— 
would yon say, that, because I was a slaveholder under these cir¬ 
cumstances, I ought not to be admitted into the Alliance ? 

Sir, there are many such cases, in point of fact, in the United 
States. I am not stating what is merely imaginary. The thing 
has, in all substantial respects, many and many a time actually 
occurred. I know examples of slaveholders, in the United States, 
which perhaps would be surprising to some of my Brethren to hear 
of. I was at Virginia Springs a few summers ago; and there was 
a coloured man waiting at the table, of whom I heard, that he was 
the slave of his wife ! His wife was a free woman living at Rich¬ 
mond, and her husband was her slave. He was about to be sold 
tiway from her ; she was able to purchase him, and she did pur- 
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chase him, 'and was living with him at Richmond. A question 
arose here, whether she could not leave the State of Virginia, and 
live where she might emancipate her husband f That question she 
settled on principles of expediency. She was born at Richmond; 
all her property was there ; all her friends were there; and she 
could not, without great inconvenience, leave the place. She 
therefore determined to stay, and live with her husband, though 
nominally her slave. What would you say with respect to this 
case? Would you unchurch that woman, and say, she could not 
be a Christian, while even her own husband was her slave ? 

I accord thoroughly with Dr. Urwick’s proposal; and I do most 
earnestly hope, that this Alliance will do everything it can do, con¬ 
sistently with a just regard to the interests of Christ’s Kingdom, 
and in a Christian and suitable manner, to abolish American 
Slavery, and Slavery of all. kinds, wherever it exists. And I be¬ 
lieve,—if you do not mar the precious work in which we are en¬ 
gaged, but—if we form one (Ecumenical Alliance, and go forward 
as we have begun,—that no instrument which has ever been set in 
operation since Apostolic times will do more towards abolishing 
American Slavery, and every other form of evil in the World, than 
our blessed Evangelical Alliance. That is my conviction; simply 
because, if succe-ssful, it will be the means of bringing about the 
accomplishment of the Saviour’s prayer, that His people “ may be 
one;” and that prayer must be fulfilled, before the World will be 
convinced, that the Gospel is true, and that the Father sent the 
Son to be the Saviour of the World. 

I do hope, that our A merican Church will be admitted into the 
Alliance. Most earnestly do I hope you will not exclude us. The 
period since I have been here has been the most blessed season of 
my life. My happiness, my joy, my delight, have sometimes been 
too great for any words to express. And one of the reasons why 
I have felt such happiness was, that this Alliance promised to give 
greater rapidity to the progress of the Truth and Grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ in every land. 

I am persuaded. Sir Culling, that this agitation will cease; and 
that we shall be harmonious, and still love as Brethren,—so 
that the end of these deliberations will be better than the begin¬ 
ning. We want to be blessed in America through England our 
mo^er: and we want this Alliance as the instrument through 
which her influence may reach us. Through that instrument you 
will bless us and enlighten us, and enable us to solve the most dif¬ 
ficult problem which occupies our minds,—How this accursed sys¬ 
tem of Slavery, inwrought with our civil constitution, may be 
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removed from us ? Therefore, we wish to be admitted as Members 
of the Alliance, and to be brought into fraternity with it. The 
American Church is a very imperfect Church; and, in America, 
we are in our youth,—almo.st in our childhood,—^and, consequently, 
have a great many faults: but there are good things with us; and 
possibly. Sir, England, the mother, might be blessed by means of 
her daughter. We have had glorious revivals of Religion there; 
and we have institutions—'benevolent institutions among us,—not 
at all equal to those of England—(for, in this respect, England is 
the glory of the World)—but we have benevolent institutions 
there; and we have many things, which, perhaps, would be the 
means of suggesting thoughts and motives to Brethren in this Coun¬ 
try : so that, I trust, there will be a reciprocal influence,—we 
being blessed through you, and you through us. With that hope, 
we desire to be admitted into the Alliance. I began to despair 
when this subject was first introduced: but I cease to despair. I 
am now rejoicing in the confident hope, that some way will be 
devised, by which we shall all be harmonized. And, if on this sub¬ 
ject—this most delicate and difficult subject—we are united, there 
is no other point of equal magnitude about which to disagree. 

Rev. Dr. Wardeaw, in explanation, remarked,—With regard to 
the appeals which had been made to him on special cases, that he 
was not disposed to say what he should do in such cases. But the 
question was, what ought he to do.^ He would make two remarks. 
The first was, that he thought it ought at least to be well weighed 
in such a case, w’hether, in doing a personal benefit to one or two 
individuals, the effect of the example in purchasing human be¬ 
ings, and thus acknowledging them to be articles of property, might 
not do far more public evil than the private benefit would do good } 
His second remark was, that they must either have universal ex¬ 
clusion or inclusion. They could not draw the line for special 
cases. If the principle of admitting slaveholders were once al¬ 
lowed, all slaveholders must be admitted without exception. 

Rev. James Pringle had not intended to have troubled the 
Meeting upon this occasion,—especially feeling, as they all felt, 
that their time was precious,—that they were very much ex¬ 
hausted,—and that there was much business to do:—but, as he 
must leave town early to-morrow morning, and as it was very un¬ 
certain, whether that great question would be decided that evening, 
he felt it necessary to discharge his own conscience respecting this 
question, which was of deep and vital interest to the Alliance. He 
would, just for a moment at the outset, refer to an observation, 
which had been made by the American Brethren generally, and by 
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the last speaker from boyoiid the Atlantic in particular, with respect 
to the distinction which ought to be made, between a system and 
an individual upholding that system. Such distinctions, he knew, 
must be made, in many cases, for practical purposes: but there were 
circumstances in human society, to which these metivphysical dis¬ 
tinctions would not reach. If a man committed a crime,—say a • 
theft,—he would be amenable to the law, and would bo punished 
by it; and, if an individual theft were an infringement of human 
and Divine law, did the multiplicity of the offence render it less or 
more aggravated? They had been entreated, in most impressive 
language, by their American Brethren,—in one instance, he believed 
with tears,—not to cast them off from the Alliance, to which they 
had been consenting parties. He knew not of one individual in 
that great Alliance, who wished to cast off the American Brethren. 
It was not wished that they should cast themselves off. They had 
become parties to the stipulations and principles upon which the 
Alli.iuce was formed. They had entered into the Alliance u-ith 
enlightened consent; and had taken a part, and an influential one, 
in the discussions which had been carried on; and none could 
desire their exclusion from its Tutiire proceedings. He did not 
desire to treat the Conference as an Ant'-.Slavcry flleetlng; nor 
Would he go into any statement of the nature and evils of Slavery ; 
for it had been lulmitted on all sides, and by every individual who 
had spoken on that great and stirring question, that Slavery was a 
“gigantic evil”—an “ abominable thi..g "—“one of tiit greatest 
evils under the sun.” AIL such exp:'»ss‘ois had been used in 
characterizing that system ; and none hau used .-tro.iger terms than 
the American Brethren when speakin„ upoi. . ds ..ubject. The more 
he thought upon it, the deeper did .10 teel, that Slavery, i.nd e.spi'- 
cially American Slavery as hj had bee., made acipiainted with it, 
tvas—w'hat the American Brethren had emphatically Jescrihed it— 
“ One of the greatest and most ahominahlc things widen could he con¬ 
ceived to exist.” He should not detain the C.uiference, by at¬ 
tempting to depict the condition of the slave from the earliest period 
of childhood: he would not attempt to state all that had been recorded 
about the Slave-rearing, the Slave-trading and driving, which pre¬ 
vailed in the Slaveholding States. These facts were all well known by 
many Iflembers of that great Assembly ; and, be believed, were well 
known, and deeply deplored, by the respected and learned Fathers 
wlfo had come to visit them from beyond the Western waves. He 
would not, therefore, speak of these things—of the husband being 
tom from the wife, and the parent torn from the child: but he 
would make a few observations, in reference to what he conceived 
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t(j be really the poiiit in question. And he did so, because he con¬ 
sidered, that the system of Slavery, as h was now existing—and 
embodied in the Western and Southern States of America,—had 
a bearing upon questions which had been taken up in former dis¬ 
cussions, as being connected with the great object,—at which, he 
believed, they were all aiming,—the Glory of their common Master, 
and the common good of their fellow creatures. They had resolved 
that the objects of the Alliance were, by means of education,—and 
especially of Christian knowledge, and by the advancement of tlie 
blessed Gospel of the Lord and Savour Jesus,—to exert a holy 
influence upon such systems as Popery and Infidelity. But how 
could this be done, if they should admit as IVIembers of the 
Alliance, men, who made the laws which, when made, they often 
pleaded as the reason why they did not liberate their slaves ? and 
who condemned it as a crime, to teach a slave to read; and had 
passed enactments, that—for the first committal of that so-called 
crime—he (Mr. Pringle) spoke under correction, but he had de¬ 
rived his knowledge from the most accurate authorities he could 
possibly obtain— 

Bev. Dr. S. H Cox, of America, rose to order. He was very 
ivilling that Mr Pringle should j)roceed with the statistics of 
Slavery, if they were allowed to reply. 

The ChiAinMAN tho\ight it would Ije better to avoid entering 
upon details. 

Air. PniNaLt coatinued. —Ilis only object was, to show the 
bearing of e Slave system pon education,—one of the objects to 
be promoted oy the Ul-anee. He bdi that, for the first offence 

of teaching a Slave, the fi te was dollars, for the second 

offence, sien/ doUat , and for the thir<’, deaf It. 

A GKN’r..Kst.\N said, that he was prep-ared to bear his testimony, 
which was altogether adverse to the statements now made. 

The CiiAinMAN thcaght, the lino of argument which Mr. Pringle 
was pursuing, had better be avoided. 

Air. PttiNGi.E continued. His design was to sliew, that Slavery, 
as it existed in certain parts of the Western World, was, not only 
indirectly, but directly, in opposition to the circulation, and to the 
teaching and reading of that blessed Book, which came from Heaven 
to shew men the way of Salvation, through Jesus Christ the Lord. 
Slavery exercised a withering influence upon the Slave. In its 
nature and tendency, and its ascertained results, American Slavery 
was directly antagonistic to the great objects which the Alliance 
had in view’. 
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Rev. IJr. Elder rose to order. The Conference was not dis¬ 
cussing American Slavery. 

The Chairman decided, that the Speaker was quite justified 
in referring to American Slavery, as a part of the system, and as an 
argument in proof of his assertions. At the same time, he repeated 
his opinion, that it would be better to avoid reference to the effect 
of Slavery. This was admitted by all to be injurious. 

Rev. Dr. Massie hoped, that Brethren would not interrupt 
Mr. Pringle. It was not intended to hurt the feelings of any one. 

Rev. W. Bevan wished to know, whether the Conference in¬ 
tended to go into an examination of the state and aspect of Slavery ? 
or whether they meant to discuss the question of the admissibility 
of Slaveholders into the Alliance ^ 

Mr. Pringle said, he would come at once directly to the point. 
He did not think, that Slaveholders ought to be admitted into the 
Alliance; and, in stating this, he was not taking new ground, but 
Was adhering to the ground which had been taken after the interest¬ 
ing discussion at the Preparatory Meeting at Birmingham ; and, 
at that Meeting,—which he had not the privilege of attending,—a 
Resolution had been passed, that the Conference was to be com¬ 
posed of persons that were not Slaveholders. And, if the same 
principle were not adopted with regard to the Membership of the 
Alliance, a very withering influence would be produced upon the 
cause of three millions of their fellow creatures who were in bondage. 
He sat down, expressing his wish, that the Amendment should 
receive the sanction of the present assembly. 

Rev. Adolphe Monod.—1 still hope, Mr. Chairman, that by 
the blessing of God, we may, in this instance,—as we have in other 
preceding cases,—find such an intermediate course as may satisfy 
conscience on both sides. But let us pray, that we may not con¬ 
found opinions with con science ; and those matters in ^vhich conces¬ 
sion is practicable, with those other matters where concession is 
impossible. Now, when I see on both sides, men so pious,-and 
whom I know to have studied so deeply the Word of God,—^being, 
on this very question, so perfectly united in the principle on which 
they all start;—I am disposed to think, some way might be found 
to reconcile and harmonize our views. This, I think, may be found 
in the principle proposed by Dr. Urwick. But, if that be not 
adopted, I, for one, will vote against the Amendment. I will not, 
on buck a solemn question, dwell much on a question of form; but 
I think, in point of form, the Amendment has come too late. The 
introduction of the principle of personal holiness, of which this is 
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certainly one branch, has been already proposed and objected to. 
It is, therefore, out of place; and, if introduced at all, should have 
been introduced before. But—not to dwell on that matter of order 
—I pass on to observe, that, when I hear men,—in whose piety, 
wisdom, and experience we trust,—who know the subject which we 
discuss better than we probably know it—much better than I do; 
and when, among these men, there are some who have suffered for 
the cause of Abolition,—we ought to pay great attention to their 
advice; and I ask myself, when I hear them, “ Do I really know' 
all the circumstances of the case ?—what is practicable and w'hat 
is possible in such a situation ? ” I do not mean to conclude, that, 
therefore, at once, we ought to reject the Amendment. I simply 
mean, that we ought not to introduce this new' principle into the 
Alliance,—except we are absolutely and unavoidably bound by 
conscience—guided by the Law of God. That is the question. Is 
this a case, in which w'e are absolutely bound by conscience—guided 
by the Word of God ? I think not. I certainly consider Slave¬ 
holding as a sin ; but I do not go so far as some respected Brethren 
have gone on that subject,—simply on this account—because I 
could not clearly prove, by the very expressions of the Word of 
God, that such is the fact. I think I can prove it by inference : 
but that is a very different thing. It is one thing to have the clear 
declarations of the Word of God ; ainf another thing to infer from 
the declarations of the Sacred Scriptures. If Slaveholding be a sin 
before God, in a sense so absolute as I have heard it stated, 1 
cannot conceive that the Apostles should have acted about it as they 
have done. I know how it is answered,—that the cases are not the 
same,—that the circumstances have changed. It is very true, that 
Slaveholding in the present day is very different from w'hat it was 
when the Apostles preached. But still, this is our inference—our 
reasoning—not the positive declarations of the Word of God. 
Therefore, this is not one of those cases in which conscience is 
absolutely bound by the Law of God. 

I say more. Suppose it were proved that it w'as a sin of this order, 
—how are we to rule in this case ? Have we not rejected the intro¬ 
duction of the principle of persona! holiness, as being somewhat of 
an inquisitorial character ? and will not that, which is true about 
holiness in general, be true about each of its branches in particular? 
And if we rule against Slaveholding, why not also rule against war 
and duelling, or any other sort of sin—the practice of which is 
positively declared, by the Word of God, to render entrance into 
Heaven impossible ? 

z 
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I believe, too, that, in so ditKcult a question as the present, the 
Apostles, if they were present, would have avoided riding; and that 
the spirit of the New Testament would rather lead ns to remain 
silent, or to adopt the principle proposed by Dr. Urwick,—letting 
time decide by degrees, under the blessing and light of God. Who 
knows but within seven years, that, either by some new circum¬ 
stances or discoveries, we may be all brought to one and the same 
mind on this subject ? and what a pity it will be, that we should 
now split on a question, on which we might agree a few years hence. 
Is there not less inconvenience, in letting the question remain un¬ 
decided for a short period, than in forming several Alliances, which 
would almost be tantamount to the extinction of all Alliance.'* 
When I saw that it was impossible certain subjects should be 
avoided, and when I saw the probabilit}' of several things being 
ruled which I did not consider best for the Continent, I proposed 
the question to myself. Would it not bo well to have au Alliance 
for the Continent But, the thought arose, that this would 
destroy the principle of Union; ami that it would be better to 
make some concessions, and have one Alliance only. The manifes. 
tation of several Alliances befire the World and the Church would 
have an injurious tendency, as not being an exhibition of that 
universal Union which it is desirable to presen* I, therefore, 
propose the adoption of the principle laid down by Dr. Urwick. 
Let us not rule without pbsolute iieces> wen if we think our 
Brethren mistaken, let us at least g’'"- them time, and allow it 
to decide this most d'fticult question. 

Rev. Dr. F. A. Cox did not rise to make a speech, though 
he had twenty times been tempted to do so ; but he rose for 
another purpose. Convinced of the very deep and serious im¬ 
portance of the matter, he rose to propose, (accorduig to the 
primary suggestion of Mr. James) the referring of the whole subject 
to a Committee. Under such circumstances of profound interest, 
the decision, whatsoever it might be, ought to be approached with 
the utmost carefulness. The hour was growing late. They were 
not prepared to hear twenty more speeches. He therefore proposed 
a Committee, as the only possible means of arriving at a harmonious 
conclusion,—though, from the conscientious feelings which existed 
in different minds, he feared they could not all be brought, under 
any circumstances, to concur in what might be the determination 
of such a Committee. 

Rev. E. Biokersteth rose, with all his heart, to second the 
Proposition of his friend Dr. Cox,—being in substance, that which 
Mr. James had recommended before he left London. 
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The Chairman. —I must know whether Mr. Hinton consents to 
tliat arrangement ? 

After some explanations as to the point of order, Mr, Hinton 
and Mr. Himes agreed to the withdrawal of the Amendment, and 

The Conference gave its consent. 

Mr. Bickbbstbth, as Seconder of the Motion for the appoint¬ 
ment of a Committee, rose to make a few additional remarks. He 
highly approved of such a Resolution, as God had so graciously, in 
former difficulties, conducted them to safe and harmonious conclu¬ 
sions by referring such cases to Committees. And he should not be 
doing justice to his own feelings, if he did not bear his testimony 
before that Meeting to his almost astonishment at the grace of God, 
which had been bestowed upon th American Brethren, and which 
had enabled them to sit patiently, and to hear, without interrup¬ 
tion, the things which they had heard .hat evening. He felt most 
strongly, that there had b‘'en a ’•ieli manifestation of the grace of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, v.’hich had enabled their friends, in the 
difficult situation in which Jiey were placed, to listen with meek¬ 
ness and patience to e,!' the things, which, on the other hand. 
Brethren had felt conscientiously' obliged to utter. The present 
case was full of perplexity and an\.,ty ; and, by referring it to a 
Commictee. they would all hare an opportunity for prayer, and 
calm thought on their beds , .iml ho trust'd, that—by the help of 
God—who had so graciously liver -hem from former difficul¬ 
ties,—they would be able,—withe ■, L.caking up the Evangelical 
Alliance, and becoming a mockery' o ' whole World,—to come to 
an harmonious conclusion, which migut s fy the consciences of 
Brethren on all sides. 

Rev. Thomas Sc., es said, ‘hat, if had any character at all 
among hi.s countrymen, ' was that of being an Anti-Slavery man. 
Since 1B13, he had been t tgaged in almost every movement con¬ 
nected with that question ; he therefore believed his Brethren would 
give him credit for a deep and anxious concern and solicitude 
respecting that cause. But he was also deeply anxious for the 
maintenance of the Evangelical Alliance ; and he thought, that all 
they had a right to expect and demand from those who stood con¬ 
nected ivith them, was, that the sanction of the Alliance should not 
be given to Slavery, or to any other great evil. If the American 
Brethren committed themselves to any engagements on that subject, 
he thought the Conference should trust in their honour and integrity. 
It struck him that an agreement or statement of this kind was 
desirable:— 

z 2 
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“ That this Meeting aSectionatel.v urges upon the Members of this AllUnce, who 
may be callcJ to organize Branches of it, in nny part of the World, wliero 
Shivery, or any other similar and acknowledged form of evil exists, so to 
organize such Branches as to prevent the sanction of this Alliance from being 
given to the evils in question.” 

This was us inuch as they had a right to expect or demand. If 
this qtiestion were settled, he could go home with grateful thniik- 
fulness of heart—feeling that the Alliance wtis secured, and that 
nothing disastrous was to be apprehended. 

The following Resolution was then submitted, as Moved by 
Rev. Dr. F. A. Cox, and Seconded by Rev. Edwaiid Bickkk- 

STKTII :— 

“ That the Motion now before the Conference, the .Amendment proiwsed by the 
Rev. J. U. Hinton,—together with other suggestions oflered hy Members of 
the Conference thereon,—be referred to the following Committee for mature 
consideration, and that they report to the next Silting of the Conference ;— 


Rev Dr. Beecher, 

R. T. Haynes, 1'Kq., 

Rev. Dr. S 11. Cnx, 

Rev. T. BraincrJ, 

Rev. Dr. Dalton, 

Rev. Dr. Baird, 

Rev. Dr. Schmneker, 

Drofessur Elton, 

Rev. Dr. Dlin, 

Ciwrics Baker, Ksrj., 

Rev. Dr. Krskine Masun, 

J. B. Bacon, Esfj., 

Rev. S. I.. Domroy, 

Itci. l)r. Deck, 

Rev. E. X. Kirk, 

Rev. J. V. Himes, 

S, E. Morse, £.<»]., 

Sir C. K. Smith, 

Rev. Dr. De Wilt, 

Rev. Dr. Bunting, 

Rev. Dr. Skinner, 

Rev. Eilw, Birkcrtteth, 

Hon. and Rev. B. W. Noel, 

Rev. Dr. Alder, 

Rev. J. H. Hinton, 

Rev. W. M. Bunting, 

Rev. Thos. Scales, 

John Hamilton, Esq., ' 

Rev. Isaac Nelson, 

James .^tnnlield, Eerj,, 

Rev, Adolphe Moiiod, 

Rev. A. S. Thclwall, 

Rev. Thomas Binncy, 

Rev. Dr. Mamie, 

Her. Dr. F. A. Cox, 

Rev. U. Osborn, 

Rev. Dr. Morison, 

Rev. Robert Krkett, 

Rev. Abercrombie L. Gordon, 

Rev. Dr. Tholuck, 

Rev. Dr. Wardlaw, 

Rev. Jabez Bums, 

Thmnas Parmer, Eoq. 

J. S. Blackwood, Eiq., LL.D., 

John Henderson, Esq., 

Rev. Dr. Hoby.’" 

Rev. Dr. Urwiek, 



* Carried. 

[[It was agreed that the Committee should meet at the conclusion 
of the present Session of the Conference, to arrange their inode of 
procedure. It accordingly met, and decided to adjourn to Eight 
o’clock on the following morning.^ 
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A few verses were snug of Cowper’s beautiful Hymn, com¬ 
mencing— 


“ God moTtn in a myaterious way.” 


Rev. Jacob Stanley pronounced the Benediction: after 
which, the Conference adjourned to Saturday, at Ten o'clock a.m., 
to sit, with a interval of half an hour, until Five o’clock, p.m. 



TENTH DAY.— August 29th. 


MORNING SESSION. 


The Conference re-assemblccl at ten o’clock, a. m. 

Captain Cai-dweel moved, and Rev. W, Bkvan seconded, 

“ That Rev. Tliomas Waugh preside over the Devotional ExerciH's." 

Carried. 

The Brethren then suiiji 7Bth Hymn, AVesley's Collection. The 
Chairman read parts of Philippians i. and ii. 

Rev. Thomas iloiiTixtEii engaged in prayer. 

Rev. W. Bkvan remarked, that, tinder a deep conviction 
of the importance of the crisis tvliicli had arrived, tlie American 
Brethren had yesterday, after dinner, retired into iinother apart¬ 
ment ; where they were engaged in eaniest supplications before the 
Throne of Grace for Divine gtiid.uice; tind he was sore, that tlie 
spirit of solemnity which rested upon the Conference ilnring tiie 
Evening Session might be considered as un answer to the private 
supplications of those dear Brethren. IK' would remind the Con¬ 
ference, that the Committee appointed last evening were in de- 
lilH-ration in another apartment; and lie would .suggest, that Special 
Devotional Exercises should lie contiiinetl on their liehulf, that the 
Holy Spirit might guide them to such an harmonious and satisfactory 
issue a.s should gladden every heart, and accomplish the will tif Him 
whom, as their Lord, tliey liad met to honour, ami who wtts the 
first object of their love. 

The Chairman trusted, tliat the excellent remarks just made 
would have their full effect on every Inurt. 

The as.scmblcd Brethren then sung 680th Hymn, Wesley's Col¬ 
lection. Rev. Jonathan Edmond.son engaged in prayer. The 72ml 
Psalm (I..II,), Dr. Watts's Version, was tlien sung, nnd Rev. T. 
R. Birks engagefl in prayer. 

^ir CvLUNo EARDLKr Smith took the Chair. 

A Gentleman rose to refer to the case of their aged Brother 
(Dr. Young of Whitby), who wisheil to nddrem the Conference 
yesterday, see p. Would he, if present, be now permitted to 
address the Meeting ^ 
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The Chairman said, that lie had endeavoured impartially to dis¬ 
charge his duty yesterday, in his diiiicult post: and he was sorry if 
anything had passed which had inflicted pain upon the mind of 
their friend. Was Dr. Young present ? [No answer was given.] 
He (the Chairman) trusted, that Dr. Young would be made ac¬ 
quainted with what had taken place that morning. 

Rev. W. Bevan read the Minutes of the previous Session, which 
were confirmed. 

Thomas FARSiEn, Ksq. moved. Rev. A. D. Campbell seconded, 

“ Tliat a Collection bo made at the Fourth Public Meeting, on Monday, the 
3l8t iint." 

Carried. 

The CjHAiR.stAN rose to is.siie invitations to the ^Members of the 
Conference present, to meet him at his house, at eight o’clock on 
Monday morning, to breakfast, when a project would be submitted 
—<jnite unconnected with the Alliance, (for he was more and more 
convinced, that, if the Alliance, as a Body, were to undertake any 
organized action, it would risk its existence.) The object was one, in 
which they could, if they felt disposed, unite, in their individual 
capacity, for its accomplishniAt in this Country. It had been 
thought, that tne circumstance of such an assembly meeting in 
London might be brmight, in some way, to bear upon the 
Foreigners who resided in thi.s City, and who ivere their Brethren 
by birth, if not by grace. It was computed, that there were oOtM) 
Italians, 30,OCX) Germans, and a vast number of Swedes and 
French in London; and it was deemed desirable, that the assem¬ 
bling of the Evangelical Alliance should be made an occasion of 
mercy to them, by putting in motion some organization which 
would have a strict regard to their spiritual interests. In bringing 
this subject, yesterd.ay, before the French Brethren, the thought 
immediately flashed across their minds, that—if something of this 
sort were done for England—the natural consequence would be, that 
the same sort of thing should be dune for France and other Foreign 
(hmntries; and that a similar institution might be formed in Paris, 
which might provide the means of grace for many thousands of 
English and Americans who resided in that City. This would be 
a most interesting topic for British Brethren. 

A Gentleman recommended, that earnest prayer should be 
offered up to the Throne of Grace, that God might so interpose by 
His Spirit, and harmonize the whole Conference, in a wv which 
would not compromise the Truth, or wound the consciences of 
any. 
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It geewcd to hipi, there was ito object they could bring before 
God, «hort of the salvation of their souls, of so much importance 
as the one now before them—tbe forming of a general Union of 
Christians. The obtaining or losing of that great object depended 
upon the spirit which pervaded their minds; and the right spirit 
was to be obtained by prayer. If they had a renewal of that 
Ininiility, and repentance, and faith, which they experienced in 
their conversion, they would be sure to succeed. 

The Chairman said, he had been in the Committee-room; and 
he was persuaddd he did not over-state the case when he said, that 
the World’s interMts, and the interests of humanity, were trembling 
in the balance. He did believe, that, within that building, in 
which they were now assembled, there would be a question decided 
that day,—the result of which would be for unbounded good or 
evil. How necessiiry was it, then, that dear Brethren should collect 
their thoughts, and ask God to elevate their faith, and to enable 
them to trust in Him ; and, when they went to the throne of grace, 
(>h! might they sdl go as with the heart of one matt! They had 
trusted in Gotl, and He had not hitherto failed them. He had 
brought them out of all their former ditKculties; and He could, if 
He pleased, direct them, at that time, to the issue which they were 
*seeki;ig. 

Eev. W. Bevan read Psalm cxxxviii., and further implored the 
Divine blessing on behalf of the Special Committee. 

Rev. Dr. F'. A, Co.x, as Chairman of the Special Committee, 
stated, that they were not yet prepared to give a distinct Report; 
but asked permission to continue their present sittings. 

He then moved, and Rev. W. Bevan seconded,— 

" That tbe Committee havo leave to continne their Sittings.” 

This was carried. 

And also,— 

" Tbst tbe folloiring Members of the Conference be added to their number 
Rev. Dr. Barth, Rev. M. Bonnet, 

Rev. M. Hoffman, Rev. M. Bost, 

Rev. M. Fisch, Rev. M. Fmesard.” 

Which was also carried. 

Dr. Cox reported, that Rev, E. N. Kirk, of Boston, U. 8., was 
not in attendance on the Committee. Whereupon, 

Rev. Dr. Bunting moved, and Rev. A. D. Campbell seconded, 

“That Rev. Dr. £mory be added to the Committee, to supply the vacoAey 
oveauoned by the absence of Mr, Kirk,” 

r arried. 
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Sling Ist Hymn in the Liturgy of the United Brethren,- 
Rev. Lonn Wbiothehi.ev RusseM/ read Daniel.vi. 

Rev. Dr. Steane further entreated the direction of God on'be¬ 
half of the Committee. 

Rev. Dr. Burdkr having auggegtcd, that aerioua evil would 
arise, if the Report of the Committee were delayed much longer,— 
some conversation arose on this point. 

Rev. A. D. Campbei.1. proposed, that they should continue their 
Devotional Exercises. And—after some remarks from the Chair¬ 
man and others in reference to a proposal which had been already 
made, respecting a picture of the Conference, (which it was never 
intended should be taken uj) by the Conference at large,) 

Rev. A. D. Campbell read Psalm xliv. 

Sir CuLLiNO Eardley S.miti£ read the Litany, and the con¬ 
cluding Prayers, in the .Service of the Church of England. 

Rev. W. Bkvan (who had returned from visiting the Sjiecial 
Committee) reported, that the Committee advised, that the Con¬ 
ference should adjourn till Monday, 

Rev, Dr. Beaemont thought, that the consequence of such a 
course would he, that this great and grave matter would be settled 
at last by a fragment of the Alliance. 

Hereupon, after some remarks from Rev. W. Sevan, 

Rev. N. M Leou wished, that they all deeply felt, not only the duty 
they owed to their Brethren in America, and to Christian slaves,— 
hnt also the awful duty they owed to the Christian Church. They 
had embarked in a most solemn undertaking; and, if they failed, 
they would not leave the Christian Church as they found it: but, 
so far from having done it any good, they would have done it 
positive harm. He felt, therefore, that great caution was required 
in their proceedings; and, as the Committee had advised an ad¬ 
journment to Monday, he most earnestly implored his Brethren to 
accede to their counsel. Some days ago,—when it had been re¬ 
marked to him, that everything was going on beautifully,—he said, 
“ So beautifully and so well, that I am Ix^iuning to tremble. I 
am afraid we are going on so well, that we are Wgiiining to forget 
God, and to trust our own wisdom; and I should not wonder to see 
a gale come, which will make us all go to Christ; and, if we do so. 
He will rebuke the winds and the waves, and say, ‘ Peace, be 
still!”’ lie (Mr. M'Leod) was not afraid of the gale which 
had come, though it was a serious one; and he was persuaded 
that there was not an iiulividuar present, who would not be—he 
did not say formally, but—earnestly engaged in prayer to God— 
supplicating His grace and blessing. 
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Rev. Dr. Carlu.k, of London, believed, that, not merely the 
peace, and harmony, and ultimate beneticial results of this great 
movement, depended upon the right adjustment of the present 
question; but that the decision of the Committee and the Con¬ 
ference would exercise a direct influence, in largely contributing 
to the peace and harmony,—not of individual Churches only, but 
of whole Denominations. There was not a single question which 
had come before the Alliance, to which he attached such unspeak¬ 
able importance, in its practical results, as to that which was now 
before it: ond therefore he did hope, that, without a dissenting 
voice, they would assure the Committee, without a moment’s delay, 
that they might not only take nn hour, but hours, for calm, prayer¬ 
ful, and deliberate consideration. 

Still he thought it a pity, that so many Brethren should 1)0 
assembled,—some at considerable personal inconvenience; and that, 
while so much work remained to be done, they should sej)arate, 
merely because they could not continue the bust evening’s discus¬ 
sions. lie suggested, that, tirst of all, time should be given to the 
Committee ; and then, that, passing over the question now in their 
hands, the Conference should go on to some other practical business, 
lie would have great jdeasure, if it were in order, to move that. 

Rev. W. Bevan wished l>r. .Steane, who knew the whole 
business, and who was able to advise, to give his judgement, 
whether they could proceed ? and then, perhaps, without any 
further desultory conver.sation, they might come to a decision. 

Rev. Dr. Steank stated, that the next topic which came, in the 
regular order of business, was, the Organization of the British 
Branch of the Alliance; but that was busincs.s, with W'hich, he 
ventured to submit, they could scarcely proceed, in the al>sence of 
80 many Brethren who were first engaged in the movement. That, 
following this, there was a numiter of mi.scellancous Resolutions, 
on various topics of interest and importance, yet not relating to any 
permanent arrangements: these, he thought, might possibly Im 
taken up with advantage by the Conference, in the absence of the 
Committee. 

After some further conversation on thi.s point. 

Rev. Dr. J. B. Bbnnet— considering that there were fifty 
Members on the Committee, including the very men whom it was 
most important should be present—thought it would be treating them 
wdth discourtesy, and would do injury to tho cause, to go forwnnl 
with any business in their absence. He, therefore, submitted tlie 
following Motion, which was to lie considered as moved by Mr. 
M'Leod, and seconded by himself 
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“ That the CimfLiciKO adjourn to Monday, at 10 o'clotk, a.m.” 

Rev. W. Aktiiub would remind the Conference, that the Keso. 
lutions mentioned by Dr. Stcune had received the aanctiun of their 
absent Brethren who were on the Aggregate Committee, {“ No”)— 
and hud been sent up by the Select Committee. So far, therefore, 
from being guilty of any disrespect to them, by taking up these 
matters in their absence, he (Mr. Arthur) thought they would be 
guilty of disrespect, in supposing that they had forwarded them in 
a state not fit to be taken up. 

Rev. Dr. C'ari.ii.k, of London, moved, as an Amendment, 

“ That a mosaago bo sent to the Committee, requesting them to take ample time 
for the mature consideration of the question now before them j and that, in 
the meantime, the Conference iiroeeed to the consideration of the Jlistel- 
laneous Kesulutions at tho close of the paper prepare<l by the iielect Sub¬ 
committee.” 

He (Dr. Carlile) believed, that at least fifty individuals, from another 
class of the Members of the Alliance, would, from necessity, be 
absent on iMtuidav,—over which day it tvas impossible that many of 
their American Brethren could stay. In reference to their fifty 
Brethren, who were now engiiged on the Committee, he submitted, 
that they had already had these Resolutions under their consideration, 
and had given them their sanction—ai least the greater portion of 
them. Any alteration, therefore, which might be made in them, 
would most probably be made by Members now present. The 
Conference was, therefore, cjiiite competent to fake them up. 

The CiiAin.MAN put the Motion moved by Mr. M‘Leod, and 
seconded by Dr. Bknnkt, for which <i0 hands wore held up; the 
majority, however, voting against it, it was lost. 

Dr. Cahlile’s proposition, seconded by Rev. Dr. Smyth of 
Charlestown, South Carolina, wa.s then put, and carried. 

After some further conversation, 

Rev. Dr. Stkank read the First of the Series of Resolutions on 
page 7, of the “ Suggestions of the Select Sub-Committee,” with 
the addition of Dr. Rubsuii’s Motion, which had Ifoeii previously 
withdrawn from the Objects. [[See pn»eeedings of Conference on 
Friday', August 28th, j)p. 284—28().3 

Rev. W. Bevan (having returned from a second visit to the 
Committee) said—Our friends up stairs concur in your decision, 
and have just reached a point in their deliberatiuns of great moment. 
They are unable to say, whether they are likely to bring in a 
Report this evening. The point to which they have come may 
enable them to make that Report before very long ; but, if (hat is 
nut done .soon, there is, I think, no reason to expect, that any Report 
will be brought up until Monday morning. 
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Rev. IlENny Girdi.kstonb moved, 

“ That, ns the Christian tTniaii, which tliis Alliance desires to promote, cun only be 
obtained through the blessed energy of the Holy Spirit, it be recommended to 
the Mera’ners present, and absent Brethren, to make this matter the subject of 
simnitancons weekly petition at the Throne of Grace, in their closets and 
families; and the forenoon of Monday is suggested as the time for that 
purpose. And that it be further recommended, that the week beginning with 
the first Lord's Day in January in each year, lie observed by the Members aiul 
Friends of the Alliance thioughout the World, ns a season for concert in 
prayer on behalf of the Great Objects contemplated by the Alliance.” 

He (Mr. Girdlestoncj liad been connected with similar Bodies, in 
tvliich this kind of concert had been aoroed to; and be could truly 
say, that the reinenibranco that he n'a.s ineetin*' in spirit at the 
s uite time with Christian Brethren, before the God of grace, had 
often helped to comfort him. He had certaiidy found, occasionally, 
some dilliculty in being able to bring himself into tlte spirit of 
prayer at an apjKunted time. On such occsi.sinns it had occurred to 
to him, that these were rather formal observances : but immediately 
after it had occurred to him, that there was a spirit of prayer which 
was nut accompanied with much oveitlow of language, in which, 
however, he had found it pos.sible, after the example of the Society 
of Friend.s, to pre.sent himself lieforc the .Majesty which was every¬ 
where present. He thought, that some of his younger Brethren 
might thus be encouragcil by an old man's experience, and coinforteil 
with the recollection, that the deepest and ino.st fervent spirit of 
prayer wa.s very often that which was absolutely silent. 

For himself he could state, there was no part of the proceedings 
of the Conference which he had more admired, than those two 
occasions, when the Chairman had requested them to stand up, and 
remain in silence for a few minutes, that, with united hearts, they 
might approach unto God. 

Rev. PiiARCELLL's CiiURCii. —1 secoiul the Motion most cor¬ 
dially, for it rccf^nizes the fact,—which must. I think, be manifest 
to us all, and which we all most deeply feel,—that ,we arc dependent 
upon the agency of the Holy Ghost for l.'iiioii. 

Wc have laliourorl for ages, by iiicnnii of controversy, to convince 
each other of the tnilh of several rioctriiies: we have filled the 
World with our txaiks of controversy : hut we have tiot Ireen con¬ 
vinced ; they have only served to distance us from each other, 
rather than to bring us together. And of this I am certain, that 
reasoning and li^islation will never bring us together. Wc may 
adopt, in this Assembly, the Irest rules for the accoinplishinent of 
our ohject, and yet we may violate those rules as s*h«i ns « e depart 
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from this pliuv. Our L’liioii will not be cemented by the enacting 
of laws : but by the inHuences of the Holy Spirit; and by the 
measure of these, which we liave in our hearts, in the several pulpits 
and spheres of labour which we occupy in the Israel of God. And 
we are called upon by this Resolution to employ prayer, as the 
mean of obtaining this great gift of the Spirit, to unite and harmu. 
nixe us ; and we liave a promise on that jiuint, which ought never 
to be forgotten. “ If ye then, being evil, know how to give good 
gifts unto your children ; how much more shall your heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that a.^k Him r” lie will give 
His Spirit, if we ask it—perseveringly and earne.stly ask it. 
Brethren, have we ever sought without obtaining the blessing } Is 
it to be sHjiposed, that ('hri:,tians in general cjin unite to ask for 
this ble.s.sing, and that God will not lend a listening car ? 

The latter part of the Resolution, recommending the appointment 
of a particular time—the first week in January—when we shall 
especially remember this object, seems to me well deserving your 
attention. Our concerts in prayer—our Missionary Prayer Meet¬ 
ings—have accomplished much. The Prayer Meeting, in whicli 
Fuller and Rylaiid, and those holy men joined, who moved in your 
own Foreign Mission, and laid the corner-stone of our modem 
Missionary Eiuerprise,—lias had its influence over the earth. And 
now, how many, in various parts of the World—in Asia and Africa, 
in Kurope and America, and in the Islands of the .‘sea—assemble 
on tlie first Monday in every week, to offer up their desires to 
heaven, for God’s blessing upon the nations that dwell on the face 
of the globe! And if we, as the friends of this Alliance, meet- 
together in bur several places of worship, or in our closets; and if, 
wherever we may be, in the first week of every year, we plead for 
a larger measure of the Holy Spirit; we cannot but find a happy 
influence exerted upon our hearts. God will hear, and His bles.sing 
will descend, according to the promise, that He will be more ready 
to give us his Holy Spirit, than we are to give good things to our 
children. 

Rev. J. Hav approved of tlie Resolution as far as it went. But 
it only included two points, namely, prayer treclly, in the family 
and the closet; and a special concert of prayer once a ye<u . 
He suggested, that, between these two clauses, there might be in- 
serted,— 

“ And it is recommended, that there should be other stated opjiortunities of united 
prayer by the Members of the Allianec on behalf of the same object.” 

His idea tvos, that the Members of the Alliance, in their several 
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districts, iniglit meet statedly, several times in the course of the 
year, for the purpose <if prayer. He knew nothing of greater im¬ 
portance than Union in prayer. 

Rev. W. Bevan thought all such details should he left to the 
respective Committees. They could make arrangements much 
better than the Conference, and more suited to their several 
localities. 

Rev. Dr. Robson concurred. 

After some remarks from Rev. X. M'Lkou, Rev. P. Cituncii, 
and Rev. R. W. Hf.usciiei.i., 

The Resolution was put, and carried. 

Rev. Lord TV’kiothesley Rus.sele moved— 

*‘ That, in seeking tlie correction of wh.at tlie Mcnilicrs of this .Miinnce bcHevo to 
be wrong in others, they desire, in liumble dependence on the grace of Uod. 
themselves to obey, and by their practice and inlliicnce to impress upon others, 
the coir.ntand of Christ, to consider first the lieam tlmt is in their own 
eye: that they will, therefore, strive to jroniote, each in his own coni- 
ir.tinion, a spirit of repentance and humiliation for its pceii!i.ar sins ; nnd to 
exercise a douhic measure of forbearance in reproving, wtiorc reproof is need¬ 
ful, the faults of those Christiun Brethren who heiong to other Uodks than 
tiieir own.'’ 

I fiH‘l (said his I.ordshij)) in rising tu move this Resolution, that it 
is (p:ite unnecessary to iicenpy the time i.f the Conference with any 
coniinents upon it. It 's in itself so general in its tone, and so 
thoroughly .Scriptural in its cli trader, that I cannot see that it re¬ 
quires any remarks at all in its support. I shall, therefore, he 
simply content with moving it,—praying that Goii, in His grace, 
may write it upon ali our lioarts. 

Rev. Dr. C.\ri.ii,i:, of Parsonstown.—The Uesolntion he had 
to second w.as based upon the express direction of our Lord, that 
they should fir.st take the beam out of their own eye, before they 
attempted to take the mote out of their Brother’s. This seems to 
be a plain indication, that, when proposing to themselves to correct 
any fault in a Brother, they were called to ftelf-examinalion. And 
he tvas perfectly satisfied, that, if they were conscientioiiH in the 
fulfilment of this duty—if, at any time, IkTotc they attempted to 
reprimand tlicir Brother, or nttempted to correct him, they would 
maHc it a point of conscienco Iwforc Go<l, to examine the state of 
their own hearts, it wotild go very far towards their own spiritual 
improvement. The blessed .Saviour, in the language just] (luoted, 
seemed to intimate, that only just so far as they themselves were 
free from known sin, could they expect to In' successful in advising 
others to correct their faults; and that, therefore, if they attempted 
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to be useful in any respects—in cuninninicaling Divine Trutli, or 
in correcting the faults of others, tliey should he most watchful over 
fhemselvcs, and see that their own hearts were in a right state be¬ 
fore God. If this were done, they would be more successful in 
their admonitions and reproofs than they often were. 

The Resolution was then put, and carried. 

Rev. J. L. Chute moved,— 

“ That, when required by conscience to assert or defend any viewa or principles 
wherein tliey differ from Christian Brethren who agree with them in vital 
Truths, the Memliers of this Alliance will aim earnestly, by the help of the 
Holy Spirit, to avoid all rash or groundless insinuations, personal imputations, 
or irritating allusions, and to maintain the meekness and gentleness of Christ, 
by speaking the truth only in love,” 

Mr. Chute. —Although I have hitherto been a silent Member 
of the Conference, I trust I liave not been an inactive one. I have 
listened with anxiety to all the deliberations which h.'ivc been going 
on ; and I have endeavoured to keep my judgement as impartial as 
I possibly could, in reference to every thing which had been spoken, 
—praying to God, that He would determine this judgementaccordiug 
to Ills will. With regard to the present Resolution, I may lie 
allowetl to observe, that I approve of it, on the ground of God’s 
own Word. The Ajiostle Paul, in his Epistle to the Ephesians, 
describes the duty of the children of God to be, to ‘‘speak the 
truth in love,”—that the !JIcmhers of the Church of Christ, “ m.ay 
grow up into Him in all things, who is the Hoad.” And, in re¬ 
ference to those things iti which we niiiy differ, we find the same 
Apostle, in the second chapter of the Second Epistle to Timothy, 
saying, ‘‘ The servant of the Lord must not strive; but he gentle 
unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness instructing tho.se 
that oppose themselves; if God, peradventure, will give them 
repentance to the acknowledging of the truth.” My own expe¬ 
rience confirms what has licen said ; and I have found, by the grace 
of God, that, in endeavouring to pursue the Christian rule, I have 
been successful in winning over many who differed from me. 

Rev. Dr. Abcheb, in seconding the Resolution, said, that it 
scarcely required one word, either of explanation or of recom¬ 
mendation. He would merely state—vvhat had been recognized 
before—that no compromise of individual opinions, on points on 
which they had hitherto differed, was required. The Resolution 
allowed, that there might be times, when they would be, “ required 
by conscience, to assert or defend those views and principles wherein 
they differed from other Cliristiaii Brethrenand the right thus to 
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assert and defend their views, he held to he universal and inde¬ 
structible. To the Roman Catholic, be would willingly grant the 
same privileges which he enjoyed hiinself, to circulate and propagate 
any views he might hold to be important. This right—to maintain 
their principles, and to assert their views—was the first point; the 
manner of doing so >vas the second point; and it would be well, if 
controversialists were only to recidlect, that the great end of nil 
controversy was, not the showing of their logicid skill or in. 
tellcctual power, but the conversion of their antagonist. Speaking 
the truth in love, and avoiding all degrees of hitteniess, wer.- 
difficult things, as some of them well knew. Every body was 
aware, how difficult it was, in the midst of a controversial discussion, 
to smother some sharp jest,—some l^ceu sarc.ism,—or some sly, 
biting retort,—wliich would powerftilly tell u))on an opponem. 
But if, as controversialists, they tlesircd to show, that their great 
aim was—the conver.<ion of those who differetl from them, and not 
to prove their individual superiority, they would be constrained to 
make many such sacrifices. The Resolution would, therefore, have 
been imperfect, had ii^only noticetl the neces'ity of avoiding •• a!l 
rash or groundless insinuations, personal imptitutions, or irritating 
allinions,” and of maintaining " the meekness and gentleness of 
Christ, by speaking the truth in love: but it also mentioned 
Ihe power by which all these things mast be acconiplisbed—*■ will 
aim earnestly, by the help of the Holy Spiritand he (Dr. Archer) 
believed, there was no power on earth, or aliove it, except the power 
of the Holy Ghost, which could keep a man firm, and enable him 
to go right forward, in maintaining the truth in love, and not in 
bitterness of temper. If they were anxious, that no word should 
fall from their lijw, which dying they W'otild wish to be forgotten or 
blotted out, they must be steeped in the Spirit of their Master, .lud 
baptized with the power of the Holy Ghost: and controversialists 
would find themselves armed with unspeakably more ]»owor, if 
they more forgot themselves, and their self-conceit and pride. 

Rev, S. A. Walkkh moved,— 

’‘That, after (he words ‘this Altianrc,' the words following be introdttce<l 
'will take care that they arc, by prerious unprejudiced cn(|uiries, fully pre¬ 
pared to state, without hazard of misrepresentatinn, the real character of 
thoM poitictthira in which they differ from others, or of which they fuel 
themselres constrained to express disajiprobatioii, and that they.' 

He (Mr, Walker) would not yield to any Member of the Alliance 
in anxiety for its succew. He had travelled some liundrgds of 
miles to advocate the cause of the Alliance, and had traversed 
Ireland from north to south, and spoken upon many occasions; ami 
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it was after all the experience he had had, that he asked permission 
to insert those few words, which he considered of great importance. 
He held it to be a most valuable maxim, that they should all 
“ speak the Truth in Love.” He held it to be his own privilege, 
as a Member of the Alliance, to speak tlie truth, and not to be 
restricted on any occasion. But he thought it was equally their 
duty, always to discover what the Truth tvan —lest they should 
speak what was nol the Truth. He felt perfectly satisfied, that a 
great deal of the bigotry they had all exhibited in past times had 
proceeded from ignorance. They had not lieen acquainted, a.s they 
should have been, with each other’s systems j but had been mis¬ 
representing them in their own- minds, and receiving misrepresenta¬ 
tions willingly from others. They had acted hitherto upon a bad 
principle—simjily because they had been badly instructed. lie 
would appeal to the experience of his Brethren present in this 
matter. He knew well, that his own heart had been too ready to 
receive misrepresentations of the systems held by his Brethren— 
their doctrines and discipline; because he had felt no interest in 
enquiring impartially into these subjects. As a (’lergyman of the 
Church of Kngland, he now felt an interest in knowing what his 
Brethren thought and felt, and how they acted upon those points in 
which they differed from him : and he wished to do this in a very 
different spirit from that to which he had been :iccu-.tonied. 
Formerly, his motive had been—a desire to contrast their .systems 
with what he believed to be the superiority of his <iwii ; and to 
find something weak and rieficient in theirs, whicli might satisfy 
him of his own superi<»r standing. 'J'he effect <if this spirit might 
be shown in this way. A Brother Clergyman comes to him, and 
tells him u hat mischief the Methodists arc doing in his parish ; 
—and he does not want to know better; but readily receives 
this statement, without investigation. But now, he wanted to 
know, what this Methodism was: that was what he wantwl to 
know, and what it was his duty to know. He wanted to know, 
how far he and his Brethren were agreed ; ami if there were not 
something in their systems, which -would make him feel, and think, 
and act upon the principle, that, after all, he and they were agreed 
on the main points? And he had made these enquiries: and, by 
making them, had been drawn nearer to his Presbyterian, Con¬ 
gregational, Methodist, and other Brethren ; because he had made 
it his interest to consult tYith them, and to know more of them. 
It was very unkind to wound the hearts of Brethren by re¬ 
presenting them as holding sentiments which they repudiated ; 
and what a very humbling thing too, it was, to find, afterward ■, 
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tlmt all these representations ^ve^e false ! Unt, how often had they 
been guilty in tliis respect,—in regard to systems, as well as doc¬ 
trines and modes of conduct ! The Church of Ireland, and other 
Religious Hodies, had thus greatly .Mill'ered, by statements made by 
those who were not acquainted with them. A clause, therefore, 
inserted in the body of the present Resolution,—expressive of the 
desire of the Alliance, that, before assertions were made respecting 
the views of those who dittered from them, due care should be 
taken impartially to understand the nature of those views,—such a 
clause would relieve his own mind and conscience, and also the minds 
of a groat many of his Brethren. 

Rev. '\V'. M. Overul’rv liad great pleasure in .seconding the 
Amendment. He believed, that there were dLscoveries of Divine 
Truth yet to be made, in the held of Divine Revelation not yet 
appropriated by any sanctified mind existing on the face of tlic 
earth ; and, therefore, he tliouglit, tliey should hold their minds 
alwavs prepared to receive fresh additiou.s of sanctified knowledge, 
which might turn to their .spiritual improvement, and to the glory 
of God. Many rich and noble sacrifices had Iweii Irrought to the 
altar of Divine I.rf)ve during the Meetings of the Conference; anil 
he vva.s pleased with any additional ofiVriiig, if it were only a grain 
of incense on the altar of Sacred Truth ; and he regarded the.se us 
various expressions of their attachment to the Truili for the Truth’s 
sake, and of their desire to attain more and more of the Truth 
which is in Jcsus. With that view, lie heartily suiiported the 
Amendment. 

Rev. X. M'Leoii said,—that, if the terms of the Amendment 
merely pledged the MeinlK'rs of the Alliance to hecoine acquainted 
with any opinion before they condemned it, it .seemed to him 
.altogether unnece-ssary ; liecanse such a course was necessnrv to the 
most ordinary hone->'y. He could not think of any person, pro- 
fes.sing to he a Member of the Kvangelicai Alliance, who did not 
feel bound to master the opinions held by others, liefore he con¬ 
demned them. On the other hatiil, if the Resolution pledged 
them to tnake themselves conversant witli all the various opinions 
embractal by their Brethren from whom they differed, he would 
not pledge liiniself to any .such thing: his time was so nnich oc¬ 
cupied as to render this imjKmible. It was necessary, further, to 
keep in remembrance, that they were engaged in two great contests 
—one with the World, and the other—a very ilifferent one—with 
tlSeir Christian Brethren. The one with the World was with those 
who did not acknowledge .Icsns as tlieir Lord, or acknowledge the 
Supreme Authority of the Scriptures ; Imt tlie other contest was, 
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witli tlinsi* who did Iieliovc in the Word of fJod, tiiid ackno\vled{je 
its Aiitliority ; Imt who only differed as to its ineaniiij'. With 
such Christian Jiretiiren lie could always deal kindly and affection, 
ately. 'I'he Ainendinent, he thoufrht, was either unnecessary or 
iinjwssible,—for the reasons just stated. 

Rev. IMr. Cohen would suggest, that—instead of enquiring into 
the points on which they differed,—they should enquire into those 
jioints on which they were agreed. 

i{ev. JJevan thought,—All that was meant to be conveyed 

by the .Amendment, was conveyed in the first clause of the Original 
Resolution, “ That, when required by conscience to assert or de¬ 
fend," &'c. Could any man be required, “ by conscience," to main¬ 
tain a controversy, until he had satisfied himself as to the real 
points at issue 

Rev. H. Guidi.estose believed,—That the imputations referred 
to by Mr. M'alker, had their rise in rashness and ignorance; and if, 
as stated in the Resolution. “ all rash or groundless insinuations” 
wore avoided, the point would be secured. 

Rev. Dr. CAiinit.ii, of Parsonstown, thought,—That such a hint 
ns that contained in flic Amendment, was reijuired. There was far 
too much readiness shown, to impugn, not only doctrine, but con¬ 
duct and character, without making suitable enquiry. Probably 
i\Ir. Walker uould not object to making his Motion shorter 
merely pledging the Urethren to make enquiries Ix'fore they found 
fault. 

Rev. S. A. M’alkeb explained.—His object in proposing the 
Amendment was, to show' that they were determined to make 
themselves fully acquainted with the points on which they differed, 
before they spoke even the. Truth in love; thus letting the World 
see, that they were resolved to exercise every species of caution, 
before they engaged in any kind of controversy. 

GKNri.EMAX submitted, with all deference, to the dear 
Brother who had proposed the Amendment,—whether his meaning 
were not better and mure effectively expressed, in the words to 
which Mr, Bevan had alluded,—“ When required by conscience?” 

The Amendment w'as then put, and negatived. 

Townsiiknd llEATLKy, Esq. moved— 

“ That in the last sentence, instciul of the words, ‘ by speaking the Truth in Love,’ 
the words following lie substituted, ‘ by asserting those views or principles, 
in tlic spirit of love, with the sole object of attaining to a fuller knowledge of 
the Truth.’ ” 

He thought it imneccssarv, after stating the Amendment itself, to 

A A 2 
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say anything upon it. He threie it iijwni tJie gootl sense of the 
Meeting. 

Rev. A. Kixo seconded the Amendment, which he thought was 
required, as Mr. Walker's Imd been rejected. It nl.so embraced 
the idea thrown out by Dr. Carlile. 

The Amendment was then put, and negatived ; and the Original 
Resolution was carried. 

Hon. and Rev. Lkland Xoki- moved,— 

** That, while they twlieve it is highly ih'sirah'.e, that Christians i>f different Uodics, 
holding the Head, should own each other as Urothren hy some such moans ns 
the Kvnngelical Alliance affords, the Moml)ers of the Allmniv disclaim the 
thought, that those only who openly join this .Society arc sincere friemis to 
the cause of fhristian C'nion: that, on the contrary, they regard all those as 
its true friends, who solemnly purpose in their hearts, and fulfil that purpose 
in their practice, to he tuore watchful in future against occasions of sirih-, 
more tender and charituhle towar U I'hristi.iiis from whom they diifer, an.l 
more c.iiistant in pmyer for the uiiio.'i of all the true dis .iplis of Christ." 

Rev. John .M-Lkan secoiulcd the Itcstiliitioii. It svemeti to 
r.im, that sjtecial gratitiido w.ts dm* to (iod, fur tlii* dt*gr»*t‘ in wbicli 
He had thus far preserved them from that spirit of tincharituh!ene».s 
which was condemned in the ReMrlution. It was altogether re¬ 
markable, that so great a movement should have lieen carried on, 
with such—he could almost say—a total ahst-ace, on the part of 
every one concerned in it, of uncharitable seiitiments. Next to the 
presence and power of the Spirit of (sod, he attributed this to the 
very quiet and discreet—lie would rather say—the verv devotional 
manner, in which the Movement had lieen condiicled. (JimI had 
truly come to them in the •' still, small voice." And, in ilieir 
future proceedings.—in onler that those things might lie realized at 
which the Uesoiutioii aimed,—they should endeavour, under the 
Divine bles.sing, to cherish that spirit of ipiiet and thoughtful devo¬ 
tion, which, up to that jioinl, had singiilurty characterized them. 
He thought it exceedingly desirable, that they slioiibl avoid a pro¬ 
selyting spirit in this Movement, and refrain from iiiicharitahlcsur* 
htisings concerning thn.se who did not unite with them. I'or his 
own part, be must confess, he bail at one time some apprehension, 
that the proceedings were not being carried forward with suHicicnt 
vigour: hut the result had conviiicetl him, that, if they had sought 
to proceed by holding very numerous .and agitating I’ublic Me<.*t- 
ings,—whilst they would not, prolwbly, have realized a larger 
amount of success than had attended their lubnurs,—tliey uoiihl 
almost unavoidably have createtl, perliaps, to some serious extent, 
that spirit of unholy judging, which was condemned in tliat lleim- 
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lutiou. lie was rather exposed to that iwculiar sort of temptation 
whicli he now condemned ; and, when he returned to his own 
home, he would endeavour to cultivate a quiet and thoughtful spi¬ 
rit ; and,—^vhilst using all proper means to increase the Members 
of the Alliance,—he would try not to fall into the great error of 
making more haste than speed. 

Rev. N. M'Leou, and Rev. J. L. Chutk, suggested some verbal 
Amendments, which were not seconded; and, after some remarks 
from the Chairman, Rev. G. Smith, and Rev. Dr. Rennet,— 

Rev. V. W. Gotcii rose to propose another verbal Amendment, 
—when,— 

Rev. A. D. Campbell moved the Adjournment of the Confer¬ 
ence for an hour. 

The Motion was seconded, and carried. 

Several notices were given. 

Rev. Dr, Carlilk, of Parsonstown, engaged in Prayer, 

The Conference Adjourned till Four o’Clock. 


On the re-assembling of the Conference at Four o’Clock— 

Sir C. E. .Smith resumed the Chair. 

The Brethren then sung the 485th of ^^'esley’s Hymns, and— 

Rev. J. Bekcha.m engaged in pra>er. 

[As the present Sitting was not considered ns distinct from that 
held in the morning, the Minutes were not read.] 

Rev. F. W. Gotcii moved— 

“ The omitssion of the words ‘ more,' ami * in future," 

from the last clause of the Resolution proposed by Hon. and Rev. 
L. Noel ; because it seemed to him, that the latter part of the 
Resolution was intended to be an absolute assertion,—that they 
regarded all those as true friends of Christian Union who had such 
and such characteristics; not, who had more or less of them. It 
seemed to him more consistent and projier, to make the assertion 
absolute, rather than comparative. 

Rev. Dr. Davis, of .Stepney College, secondeil the Amendment. 

A Gentleman here enquired, whether the Resolutions were to 
be adopted as those of the Liverpool Conference, nr as those of the 
present Conference ? 

The Chairman replied,—That it was intended to leave out the 
Preamble, and to adopt them as those of this Conference. 

Rev. J. BEEriiA.M thought,—That the words objected to shonid 
remain; as they recognized the principle, t';at Christians were not 
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generally wnitchful and curofiil in tluwi* imporfuiit — mmc- 

ly, in their spirit and conduct, and intercourse Jfitli each other. 
In these matters, tliey had all heeii guilty, more or less ; and the 
present Resolution would he an ucknowledgeuient of it. 

Rev. A. Kin« submitted,—That the point under consideration 

was not,_whether it was desirable that IMemher.s of the Alliance 

should be more watchful than they had hitherto been ; hut, whether 
they should regard as friends of the Cause, those who were watch¬ 
ful in future against occasions of strife, &c. ? Tlio Amendment, 
he thought, was not only a technical, hut a positive improvement 
in the very sense of the Resolution. 

The Amendment was then put; when the hands held up for 
and against it were so apjtare.itly e<iual, tliat the (^hainiian was 
proceeding to count them, when— 

Rev. W. Bevan Irn.sted,—That, in the pre.sent nearly etjually 
divided state of the fleeting, the Resolution would not U; dis- 
turlted. 

Jlr. Gotch consented to withdraw his Amendment ; Dr. Davis, 
as the Seconder, also agretnl ; and the Conference gave permission 
to do so. 

The Original Resolution was then put, and carried. 

Rev, Charles IIabgrovk moved,— 

"That the Mcml)ers of this .tliiancc, therefore, wouM imite, humiil\ ntnl 
earnestly, all Ministers <:( thi' ijospel, .all c^ndar'ors of Ueli|{ious luihlie.atiiins, 
anJ others who hare influence in c.iii'.us lloflU-s of ('hriuhins, to wali h more 
than erer ngai.nst sins > f tiic heart, or the tongue, or the pen, townr.ls 
Christians of other I)cn()niin.itions ; ami to promote more rralousN ihnii 
hitherto a spirit of peace, unity, ami emliy love, ainoni' ail true Iv-'jevers in 
the Loril Jesus Christ." 

He (Hr. Hargrove) most heartily a.ssent< d to the Re,solutioii,—,so 
explicit and comprehensive, that it rtaiuired no advocacy from him, 
or from any one. It appeared to him to Im c.\actly the exhortation 
they all needed : for he tva-s thoroughly assured, that, if they bud 
more of the spirit of peace ami of godly love, there would Ire more real 
testimony for God, and less of division-s among them. Godly love 
was that which they needed, and that which nrally manifested the 
Spirit of Christ; for, as the A|H}.stle dcclaretl, it was the love of 
Gfal which was shed abroad in their heart.s, hy the Holy Ghost 
given unto them. The Holy Ghost was the sole agent in ctTccting 
this love in any heart, and the Holy Glirwt was the {wsitive p<»s- 
sessirm of every Christian man living; for, if they had not thir 
Spirit of Christ, they were none of His. It was here that ho felt 
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liis responsibility. Tlicir simple want was Love. He believed, that 
intellect would not meet their want, neither would knowledge ; but 
Lore: for, just as they manifested Love, did they manifest God. 
“ God is Loveand the man who had the most Love was the man 
who was most like God. He desired, then, for himself, to take the 
exhortation, and to apply it to his own heart. He hoped they all 
would,—he trusted they all would cultivate Love,—so that they 
might appear, not merely us Members of the Alliance, but as those 
who had the Love of God in their hearts, uniting them one with 
another. 

Uev. John Johnstone said,—that the Resolution pointed out 
tluce agents, then three evils, and then three graces. 'I'here were 
Three .-Vgents—1st, “ IHinisters." It was well-known, that these 
had a great deal of intluence in the World ; but, unhappily, it had 
been very much connected with purpo.ses contrary to those men¬ 
tioned in the Resolution : for they had not always been preachers 
and promoters of Peace, as they ought to have been,—and as they 
would have been, if they had followed out the spirit, and imitated 
tile example of their blessed Master. ‘Jiully,—“ Editors of Pub¬ 
lications." Their jiower was va.st ; and they had used it frequently 
in scattering “ arrows, firebrands, and death.” He trusted that the 
efforts of the present Meeting would cause them to use it in 
future, in promoting '* peace on earth, and goorlwill to man.” 
The third Agency included all those who were not Editors, and 
who were not Ministers ; and the influence of this last Agency, he 
held to bo superior to that of the others. I'liere was no lesson in 
the Christian AVorld u'hieh was more necessary to be learned, than 
this fact—that every Christian had a certain capability of doing 
good or evil,—that ho had certain talents committed to him for the 
advancement of the cause of Chri.st,—and that, for the employment 
of these, he Avas responsible to God. 

There were, then, Three Evils —Ist, That of the “ heart." 
They Avere commanded, by the highest Authority, to ‘'keep the 
heart Avith all diligence,”—for there Avere fostered all those evil dis- 
positioms and carnal aftections, Avhich led to those outward evils 
Avhich so abounded in the World. They ought, therefore, to pray 
to God, that His love might be so shed abroad in their hearts by the 
Holy Spirit, that, under the influence of that Eternal Spirit, they 
might be guarded from tho.se evil inHueuces—^putting off '' anger, 
AA'rath, malice,” and putting on, “as the elect of God, boAvels of 
mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, and long- 
suffering." And, if these Avere in the heart, they AA'ould cure the 
2nd Evil, that of the “ tongue.” The tongue avbs said to be 
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un unriUy evil, full uf deadly poison, ’—and was frec|iiciitly used 
to blaspiieme the Xame of God, and to curse men; yet, when 
brought under the influence of the grace of God, it would glorify 
Hiuii—speaking goiul of His Xame, and uttering words of kindness 
to all around. Tlie 3rd thing referred to, was the “ jmjii and this 
also could nut hut he regswded as having committed much evil. 

There were, then, T/irev Iluppy liffWls. 1st, “ Peace,"— 
“ Peace with God, through the Lord Jesus Christand then, 
peace among themselves. When the Saviour was leaving the 
U'orld, He left a legacy which had been much forgotten ever since; 
“ Peace I leave with you ; IMy peace I give unto you : not as the 
•ivorld giveth, give I unto you —and it was a melancholy fact, that 
they had yet to learn the value of that legacy. 2nd, “ Ihiity." 
Xut sameness of opinion,—fur he had little hope of that being the 
case,—but unity of affection ; the same which the Lord Jesus so 
earnestly pressed upon His followers—/oec one towards another. 
.\nd then, iJrdly, " Godliness,” or God-likeness. The best detini- 
tiiiii of a Christian wiis this,—•* If any man he in Christ, he is a 
new creature : old things are passed away; hehuld all things are 
hecome new.” Xow, there were three ways in which, as Christians, 
they might act towards each other. The first was, the devil's way, 
—that of biting and devouring one another; against whicli they 
were warned, lest they should he consumed one of another. The 
second way was Cain’s way—that of saying, “ Am I my Brother’s 
beeper?” neither keeping imr caring at all for one another. What 
•viiuld he thought of the children of any family, who should bite 
and devour one e.nother? or, «ho did not enter into each other’s 
joys and sorrows ? How much more sinful was it, then, in the 
children of the same Heavenly FatherBut the last way was 
God’s way,—that of being •“ kindly atfectioned one towards another," 
and trying to promote each other's good. Ootl, by His grace had, 
for nearly 'forty years, taught him the value of the sentiment 
contained in the Resolution he now seconded ; and, for that ]>criod, 
he had been privileged in uniting with his Christian Brethren, 
Ministers of different Denominations, He concluded by ex¬ 
pressing his pleasure in seconding a Resolution so congenial to his 
own mind. 

The Motion was then put, and carried. 

Rev. A. M. Roof-r-son moverl,— 

“'ijiat, since all the ^aciplct of Christ arc commaiKled by the Holy Spirit to add 
to hpRherly kindness, lose, and are bound to pray, tliat all who profeM and 
call themseUe* Christians should be led into the way of Truth, it is earnestly 
reeommendcil to the Mcmhcni of the Eiangclkal .Mtiaocc, to offer spcciol 
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prayer for all merely uoroimil Cliristians, holtling those errors Mrliich the Basis 
of Union is designed to exclude, as well as for Jews and Gentiles thronghout the 
World." 

Mr. Rogkrson. —The Resolutiun I have the pleasure to propose 
consists of two parts—an assumption and a recommendation. It is 
assumed, “ that all the disciples of Christ are commanded by the 
Holy Spirit to add to brotherly kindness, love, and are bound to 
pray, that all who profe.ss and call themselves Christians should be 
led into the way of Truthand it is recommended, “ to the 
Members of the Evangelical Alliance, to offer special prayer for all 
merely nominal Christians, as well as for Jews and Gentiles 
throughout the World.” What is here assumed, will meet with the 
cordial approbation of everj’ one who has tasted that the Lord is 
gracious. Every one who has experienced the love of God shed 
abroad in his heart by the Holy Spirit given unto him, will acknow¬ 
ledge his obligation, and thank God fur the riches of His Redeeming 
love; and, as a disciple of Christ, he will feel, that he has been 
taught by Him, who spake as never man spake,—thus experiencing 
the accomplishment of the promise, “ Thy children shall be taught 
of the Lord, and great shall be the peace of thy children.” And 
u hat does the liord teach us ? He teaches us to love Himself 
supremely: “ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God, with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy 
strengthand He teaches ns to “love one another with pure hearts 
fervently.” Such instructions recommend themselves to the hearts 
of all who are brought into the family of Christ.. They love 
Christ, because He first loved them ; and they love one another, 
because they are Brethren. And like oil, (which is a striking 
emblem of the graces of the Holy Spirit) has this love been 
jwured out, in rich abundance, upon this venerable Assembly, and 
descends to the hem of our garments. Let us, then, as has been 
|)Tn]M>sed, love God supremely; and let us learn, to whom we are 
inilebtcd for so many mercies. .And let us also cultivate that 
fraternal lore, which shone with such lustre in the early Christians, 
and which was so recommendatory of the Holy Religion they had 
embraced. For when those who bowed down to stocks and stones, 
the workmanship of their own hands, beheld the brotherly love of 
the first disciples of the Lamb, they i»erceived, that they were of 
another spirit than themselves; and knowledge was taken of them 
that they had been with Je8u.«, And I feel, that these Aleetings 
have afforded one of the most striking illustrations of this love. 
Fathers, venerable in the Church, and those of younger years—^the 
hopes of the kingdom of Chrirt—arc gathered t«^ether from all 



poinU of l\w compass, to tell how they love cue uiioiher. «ut it is 
aW asatinted, that we shouKl •• pruy for all wh«i profess uml call 
tliemselves Christians, that they should he led into the way 
Truth.” I would that all \v ho professed to he, were indeed, united 
to Christ, their liviii*j; Head, and uere participators of that new 
nature, of which my predecessor spake, when uddressinp you u few 
moments ago: and for such we are to lift up tlie coiee of supplica¬ 
tion ; because it is the desire of our Lord, that prayers and inter¬ 
cessions l)e made for all men, that great grace may be mwii those 
who love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. The friends and 
followers of the Lamb are commanded, in every thing by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving, to make intercession before tlie 
Throne of the Eternal King. 

The other point in the Kesolntion is, a reconiniendation ; ‘‘ It is 
earnestly recommended to the ^lembers of the Kvangelicid Alliance, 
to otfer special prayer for all merely nominal Christians, holding 
those errors which the Basis of l.^nion is designed to exclude, us 
well as for Jews and Gentiles throughout the ^\'orld.” We have 
an exampk—and a powerful and iiidueiitial one it i.s—of one who 
lifted up his voice in supplication for those that thirsted for his 
blood; and we have also the example of our great Teacher, the 
'• propitiation for our sins"—who prayed for the forgiveness of 
those, who shed Hi.s precious bluiHl. And, if the same spirit Ije in 
us which was in Christ .lesiis, it will In' our daily study to comply 
with the recommendation of this He.solutioii; and to otfer special 
prayer, not only for nominal I'liristians, holding errors, hut for all 
Jews and Gentiles throughout the \\’orld ; that, by the conversion 
of God’s ancient people, the Gentiles also Jiiay lie brought from 
death to life ; and thus, that all the ends of the earth may stre the 
salvation of God. 

Rev. Dr, Davis was hajipy to second the proposition, though it 
struck him, that the last clause but one was rather oiijectioiiahle. 
lie hardly knew whether a.s seconder he was at lilwrly to object 
to it. 

£The clause referred to by Dr. Davi.s was tlii.s:—“ holding 
those errors which the liasia of L’nion is ile.signed to exclude," 
following the words, “ to offer special prayer for all merely nomimil 
Christ ian.s.’'3 

Rev. F. W. Gotcii proposed the onii.ssioii of the clause, liecnuse 
it seemed to limit the offering of sjieciul ]irayer to those noniinal 
Christians who held such and such errors; whereas, it was intended 
that special prayer should he offered for all nominal Christians,— 
orthodox as well as others. 
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Tlie Mover and Seconder of the Resoluion consented to ilie 
omission of the words objected to; and the Motion, as amended, 
was carried. 

Rev. W. Arthub moved, 

“ Tluit tliig Coiiforciicc, earnestly longing I'or the universal spread of Christ's 
Kingdom, devoutly praises God for tl.e grace whereby, in late years. Evan¬ 
gelical Christians have been moved to manifold etforts to make the Saviour 
known to both Jew and Gentile, ami faithful men have been raised up to 
undertake the toil; they would ofl'er to all Evangelical Missionaries their 
most fraternal congratulations and sympathy ; would hail the flocks they have 
been honoured to gather, as welcome and beloved members of the household 
of God ; and, above all, would implore the Divine Head of the Church to 
shield His servants, to edify His rising Churches,—and, by the outpouring of 
His Holy .Sjiiiit, to enlighten Israel with the knowledge of the true Messiah, 
and to bring the Heathen out of darkness into light. They would also record 
their conlident hope, that their beloved Missionary Hretliren will strive more 
and more to manifest before the Israelite, and other classes who know not 
the Redeemer, that union in their blessed Lord,—the spirit of which, this Con¬ 
ference would gratefully iieknowledge, they have generally cheiished.” 

3Ir. Aktiii'h. —In looking over the Report of the Select .‘^tib- 
Committee, I perceived no distinct and special reference to the 
snhjeot of Missions. At the same time, I thottght, that nothing 
more, under the head of Ohjocts, could with propriety be included ; 
but it did appear to me, that there might be a Resolution intro¬ 
duced anionw those of a miscellaneous character, which would at 
once afford an opportunity to the Conference of expressing a 
.sympathy, which I was persuaded every mind entertained, with 
regard to Missionary enterprise ;—and which, when conveyed to 
IMissionarics, would prove very acceptable, and refreshing, and en¬ 
couraging. I know, Sir Culling, the heart of the Itlissionary. I 
know how he feels, when far away from all the associations of home, 
and the privileges of Christian intercourse ; and I know, that—if 
the deliberations t)f such a Body as this were to conclude, without 
any special reference being made to ^fissions—it would have ap¬ 
peared an oversight to many a l<tnely man, toiling in a diflicult 
post; and, on the other hand, I know, that such a recognition !is 
tliis Resolution proposes, will he to such a man a very sweet and 
grateful enconn^vemont. 

I thitik, .Sir Culling, the Conference will feel, that we are, not very 
remotely, if not immediately, indebted to the efforts of the Church 
of God on behalf of Missions, for this IMovement towards Christian 
Union. I believe our Missionary efforts have been, by the blessing 
of God, tlio means of bringing us to know one another better, and 
to esteem one another; and have put us into a position to enter 
upon the present Movement. 
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Her. Dr. Ct’.MMiNC said, lu* would not trespass on the utteiition 
of the Conference, Jest he should meet with tliut peculiar ajiphiusc 
which had just characterized au exhausted audience. The Resolu¬ 
tion was so extremely beautiful, that he almost regretted to int roduce 
anything which wt>uld bear the appearance of criticism, and still more 
of verbal criticism : but he thought, that the phrase. “ the Divine 
Head of the Church," was a mode of expression different from that 
nsuallv adopted in the documents of the Alliance. lie suggested 
that the word *•' Divine " should be omitted. The Church had only 
one Head; and that Head was essentially and necessarily Divine: 
and he should regret, that any phrase should be introduced into the 
jwesent Re.solution, which might seem to imply, that the Church 
had any other Head but the Lord and .Saviour Jesus Clirist. He 
much admired tlmt feature in the constitution of the .Mliaiice which 
recognized truths that were real and eternal, while it did not pro¬ 
pose to abolish even technical or Ecclesiastical distinctions, but 
rather to melt them all in the furnace of a living and spiritual 
feeling ; thus teaching,—that, as the point.s on which they differed 
were, conn>aratively, minute—the jMiiiits on which they agreed 
were grand and majestic. It was confirming the impression he had 
ever felt, that the discipline of the Church was temporary, the Com¬ 
munion of Saints eternal. 

He Irelieverl, that those differences which existed atnong Christian 
Denominations were proper in this dispensation ; and that the 
.Alliance would have acted unwisely, Inid it attempted to disturb 
or destroy them. It had done far better. It had recognized the 
Divine and Scriptural idea of I’nity—I'nity in principle, diversity 
only in manifestation:—I'nity in essential Truth, diversity in the 
external development of that Trutli. To the existence of thi.s 
I’nity, the fact of such an .AlHance would he a decided Icstimonv. 
Great facts do not long remain mere facts. In the course of years 
they are resolved into arguments ; ami the fact, that such a Bialy as 
the Evangelical Alliance had met, would Ire one of the most 
clotiuent and conclusive evidences to the Jew, to the Roman 
Catholic, and to the Heathen, that tlie Church was siihstantinlly, 
essentially, and truly One;—that Christ had implanted in it.s 
midst a Divine and living principle, held hy all,—while He had left 
that Divine and living principle to unfold itself in all the varieties 
of external Church Government. He believed, that one way to 
deitroy the Church would be to make it uniform, its diversity of 
form increased the effect of its unity. All nature abhorred uni. 
formity. The beautiful was increased by tlie variety which exislerl 
in the foliage of the trees, the forms of crystals, the tints of flowers. 
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tlii'uugli till* wide extent of ull her works; and, if this were 
replaced hy a dreary uniformity, how little th<;rc would be left ter 
delight the eye and gratify the iuiagination ! And, as it was in the 
physical, so was it in the menUd world. It was folly to attempt to 
to produce unifoniiity of opinion on minute matters, among minds 
which God had so differently constituted. A chain could compress 
a thousand men; but oii its removal they would fall asunder. But, 
if one word of truth were spoken, and left to go down into the 
depths of a thousand hearts and consciences, it would produce true 
unity—an all-pervading .sympathy, and a readiness for co- 
o])erutinn and union, not so easily dissolved. He considered, then, 
that the security of the Alliance lay, in the principles of true Union 
upon which it rested, and its freedom from all approach to any 
attempt to create that uniformity among Christians which would 
destroy it. We need not be alarmed at controversies, di.scussion.s, 
and disputes! Certain gloomy prophets will predict, that those 
disputes would be the rending of the Christian fabric:—^but they 
will only turn out to be the settling of its gigantic foundations! 
'I'he age of faith, as far as it was miraculous, was gone; the age of 
knowledge, as far as it was inspiration, also had passed away ; but he 
hoped, that the age of love, equal to either, was only about to 
begin.—“ The greatest of these is charity; ’’—and, while faith and 
hope will pass aw ay, this must endure for ever. 

He desired to expre.ss his own coiihdent conviction, that his at¬ 
tachment to the great principles of the Alliance would be as lusting i-,.-. 
the grace of God in his heart; and he might also be permitted to ex¬ 
press the hope, that at That Day, wlien they would all stand before the 
Judgement Seat of Christ, and when the question was asked, “Who 
are these, and whence comethey ’’—the answer would bo, “ Not those 
who have come out of St. Paul’s Cathedral, or the .Scotch Church, 
or Surrey Chapel ”—but, be trusted, that both he and they would 
be of that happy number of whom it would he said—and of whom 
this distinction only would he predicated—“ These are they that 
have washed their robes, and made them white in tlie blood of the 
Lamb I ’ 

lion. W. CowPKU, M.P.—Nothing that I can say is necessary 
to induce this iVIceting to adopt the present Kesohition, moved and 
seconded as it ha.sl)cen. But, Sir Culling, I cheerfully avail myself 
of this opportunity of saying a few words; and I cannot but express 
myself pleased, that this Besolutioii has been proposed;—because 
it will show that this Evangelical Alliance will, as every Christian 
body ought, have a heart to feel for others; and that our attention 
is not confined to Members of the Alliance, but that we feel a 
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>ymjkalhy ami an inten-st aUmt all tlnw, who lalh.iir f..r Hu-welfaro 
0^ X\w \VntU\,—out of our own circli’, and out of tho (imutry to 
which wc belong'; aiul will prove, that we can jiray, that ihcv may 
be preserved in the midst of their ditheiihies, and do inueh for the 
progress of the (Jospel. It bus been a great gratification to me, 
while being in this Ifall, to feel, that the grand want of tlio 
Chri.stian World in the present age is about to be sujijdied—the 
want of Love towards those who ditt'er from ns. 'I’he great defect 
has long been, tho existence of a degree of bur.sliness of judgement, 
and of sectarian animo'.itics ; which, I trust, however, will, before 
long, be in a great measure removed from the f’liristiau World. 
And, when tlmt time arrives, the adversaries of Christianity will no 
longer be able to tlirow against us that hitler reproach, which is 
contained in the phrase, *• the imUhiii Ififo/Ditiriiiii." I liave often 
heard it said, •• It is very well to proacli love and to talk of charity ; 
but we see, that, where there is the least ditference between 
different Hedies of Christians, the greater is their hostility and 
their hatred." Now. I helieve. there is a blessed work of the 
Hole Spirit "oing on, to ]>repare men's minds to remove that 
reproach from the Church of Chri't ; and that the work hegnn 
within these walls will spre.ol : and that, hereafter, thoagh men 
mav differ, thev will learn to ditfer ;>/ /or, .—with toieraiion and 
indulgence,—ami, above all, that we shall acknowledge as Hrother 
Christians, iho^e who are not within our own Church or Denoniiaa- 
tion. Of Course persons of a lively imagination will picture to 
themselves, that vast and irrand results will accrue from the Allianee 
whose foundations are no.\' l.dd. Hut I cannot for a moment 
doubt,—when so manv men of Ood liave been brought togellier— 
so many men of prayer,— .so many men \» ho arc bright and shining 
lights in their generation, anil who are setting a goiMl exaiiijde to 
those around them,—1 cannot doubt, that, from their thus coming 
together, grmd \vill result;—although we may not. at first, foresee 
the direction in which it wilt move. 

Rev C. C(H>K, of Lausanne, was very desirous of saying a few 
words in reference to a n>mark, which fell from the Mover of the 
Resolution,—that probably the labours of Missionaries, and the 
coming together of Christian Hrctliren frttm Foreign (.'imntries, had 
greatly contributed to facilitate the present ;Movement,~which had 
already protluccd such very desirable results; and which, he bad 
ru> doubt, would prmluce further rer.iilts—tending, in a high degree, 
to the glory of Ood and to the good of men. He was a Wesleyan ; 
hut, iMung in the East on a short mission to Jornsalcm, he made 
the ncfpiaintHiice of an American Missionary, who was a (’ongrega- 
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tionalist, ns were all tlic American Missionaries employed in the 
Ai’ork there,—one of whom—Fish—had gone to Heaven. 

He enjoyed a great privilege in constant cuininunication with the 
man of God to whom he had referred; and, when he was about to 
leave, he asked him if he could do anything for him in Kurope ? 
Me said, he was very desirous of having a fount of Arabic types, 
that he might print and circulate about the ^Mediterranean those 
lleligious books, which he had already published in lilodem Greek; 
and of those books he gave him a list. The first opportunity ho 
hud of proposing this to any one was at Nice, where an Episcopal 
Cdergyman kindly received him, and invited him to address some of 
his hearers. A Religious Meeting was held; and it occurred 
to him, when holding that Meeting, that it wa.s a very favourable 
time to propose this matter. 1 le did so, and Episcopalians, at the 
suggestion of a Wesleyan, made a collection sufficient to purchase 
a fount of Arabic types for a Congregational Missionary ! And in 
all this there was no compromise of principle. lie told them what 
tlie works were that had been published in Greek by this Mission¬ 
ary from America ; many of them hail been also published by 
Episcopalians ; and they were all books composed in a spirit so 
catholic, that every Branch of the Church of (.’hrist might contri¬ 
bute to their publication, without compromising any conscientious 
convictions. 

A (iKNTT.EMAX from Florence, said he could te.stify to tlie deep 
feeling of interest taken by the Christians there in the subject of 
Union. The preliminary proceedings of the proposed Evangelical 
Alliance were published in the pajiers of that city, and ereateil a 
great sensation. Several meetings had been held in his house upon 
the subject; at which not only the English residents attended, but 
also some F'oreigners, French and Italians—men who felt the 
bondage of spiritual shivery; and their prayers were offered up 
with feelings of sincerity, and with a ivarmth and fervency, which 
few who had not witnessed it could have imagined. He had no¬ 
thing farther to state,—except, that a deep sym]iathy was felt there, 
and many prayers were offered up to the Jiord, that He would 
jirospcr His work, and cause this Alliance to be raised up by wise 
and sanctified hands, until the object should be accomplished, and 
the Great Head of the Church should bring forth the head-stone, 
and all the sons of God, should shout “Grace! Grace! unto it,” 
for ever. 

The Resolution, with Dr. Cummiiig’s suggested alteration, was 
then put, and carried. 

Rev. Dr. Steank stnteil, that all the Miscellaneous Resolutions 
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which bttd been prepared, had now been suhiniltcd. lie, therefore, 
moved, that, after the Devotional Exercises, the Conference should 
adjourn to ten o’clock on Monday morning. 

The Motion was seconded, and carried. 

. Bev. A. D, Campbell remarked, that he understood, they were 
likely soon to have a Report from the Special Committee; and, if 
so, he would move the rescinding of the Resolution just passed. 

Rev. M. Goulty enquired whether females could become Mem- 
^bers of the Alliance ? 

Rev. S. A.. Walkkh said, they were admitted in Ireland. 

A Gentleman observed, that all the females in his family were 
already Members of the Alliance. 

Mr. Gol’lty had another question.—Would Members of the 
Alliance, on removing to another C^ountry, lu' Members of the 
Alliance in that Country, without a certificate from the Officers 
of this.' 

3Ir. Campbell engaged, that, in case of Mr. Goulty’s .abseiirc. 
he would undertake to have liis quc.sthms discussed and answered 
at the projier time. 

The Chairman thought, they had better not act upon the Mo¬ 
tion of Adjournment just passed, until Air. Devon (who had gone 
to visit the Special Committee^ had returned, and reported the 
position of affairs. 

-iA discussion was commencing on the following question—Can 
a Roman Catholic conscientiously sign the Nine Articles of the 
Doctrinal Basis of the Alliance.^ when 

Rev. W. Bevan announced, that, if the ('onference waited for 
ten minutes, the Committee would Ik* preparwl to come down «itli 
tlieir Report. 

To this the Conference as.scnted. 

The Chairman liogged to say a word on the topic which hi.d 
just occupied their attention. His friend, Mr. Campbell, had re¬ 
marked, that, if individuals were persuaded of the truth of the 
Articles, and could find it in their conscience to remain in the Ro¬ 
man Catholic Church, his conclusion was, that their Christianity 
was doubtful. Now he (Sir C, E. .Smith) could tell Brethren, 
that, in certain States of Italy, it was not legal to be a Member of 
any other community except the Roman f jitliolic. lie remembered 
perfectly well a conversation which took place in Rome, between a 
vjry eminent Member of the Roman Catholic Church—one of the 
most scientific men in R<ime—and an English lady, who asked bini 
the question, “ Sir, are you a Roman Catholic?” His answer was, 
with a bow, " Madam, I am a Roman and, lu'cause he w as a 
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llonian, ho could be nothing else.—And he (Sir C. E. Smith) be¬ 
lieved, that there were many coiiscieiitiuus persons in the Homan 
States at that montent, who were sighing under the spiritual oj). 
pression under which they were placed, and who would joyfully 
make a public profession of the Protestant faith, if they dared to do 
so. In ■ ■ - — , at that time, there was an eminent man, and a 
man of property, who worshipped with the English Protestants, 
and who was known through the length and breadth of Italy as 
one who loved the Lord Jesus; and, in the neighbourhood of the 
same city, there was also a Priest,—who still remained a Priest—a 
fact which he (the Chairman) could not explain to himself;—but who 
jireached the Gospel, had family worship, and expounded the Scrip¬ 
tures in his own house, and was the editor of a periodical, in which 
he had laid down the principle—that the Bible, and the Bible alone, 
was the Religion of Christians ; and that doctrine he had exten¬ 
sively and energetically defended. He (Sir C. E. Smith) believed, 
that there were a large number of persons in Italy, who loved the 
Lord Jesus Christ; but who could not make a public profession of 
this love. He would relate an anecdote ius an illustration.—About 
three years ago, a very distinguished man (since dead) intro, 
duced himself as the Admiral of the Port, said to him (Sir C. 
E. Smith)—'• I am acquainted with the fact, that my brother has 

sent you out of-for distributing^ the Scriptures. You know, Sir, 

in this Country, our authorities are very much opposed to the Scrip¬ 
tures. I myself have received, from \'ienna, orders to prevent 

their use on board the Austrian fleet at-: but I am not going 

to be made the Policeman of my OlBcers. I go into their cabins, 
and see the .Scriptures there, and I never interfere; and what’s 
more, I have them myself, and shall never part with them.”— 

That man was head of the Austrian Navy in-: but, for his 

fidelity to truth—not to Christian truth but to liberty, he was de¬ 
posed from his ottiee, and died broken-hearted about a year and a half 
ago. And when they knew that such men existed as those to whom 
he had referred, he should grieve to refuse to admit them to Mem¬ 
bership, unless they sepiwated themselves from the Konian Catholic 
Church, and opjmsed that faith, when public opposition would in¬ 
volve the punishment of death, or at least, expulsion from the 
Country. 

Rev. A. D. Campbkll was proceeding to observe, that the 
Resolution passed yesterday would bind them to some such kind 
of opposition, and would thus be a bar to their Membership,— 
when 

The Special Committee entered the room. The greatest soli- 

B B 
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citude was depicted on every countenance, to learn the result of the 
lengthened ccHisultations of that Conunittee, and the most profound 
silence prevailed,—when Sir C. E. Smith announced, that Rev. 
Dr. F. A. Cox, ns its Ciiairman, would bring up the Report it 
had adopted. 

Rev. Dr. F. A. Cox.—■![ ri.se. Sir, at your call, with feelings 
stronger and deeper tlian I can possibly express. We have been 
occupied, during the whole course of this day, with the question 
which was referred to us by the Resolution of last evening; and I 
asstire yon, Sir, that I cannot call to mind the discussions and trans¬ 
actions of this day, and the conclusions to which we have come, 
without feeling, that I have been placed in a position of the highe.st 
respon.sibility, and in a situation, both the most interesting, and the 
most important, that, perhap.s, I ever occupied in nty life,—as 
Chairman of such a Committee. 

Throughout the whole day, our feelings have been, I think I 
may say, in perfect accordance with the Christianity we have all 
professed. Wo have felt ourselves to be doubly bound to each 
other, and united more than ever, by ties wliich death cannot 
sever, and which will be made obvious, if we can come to an 
unanimou.s conclusion in this As.setnbly,-—as I hope we shall—to 
receive the Report which I have now to make; and which,—if it 
be so received, and if it appear, we are so united,—shall now, at 
length, send out a voice that shall sound to the extremities of the 
earth, proclaiming our Union—our true, and genuine, and eternal 
Union—in all those great principles which have bound us together in 
an Alliance, which, as it advances, will become more perfect,—until 
it reaches it.s consummiition in that ble.ssed World, where there will 
verily be the fullest manifestation of tlie feelings of love we now 
clierish, and of a I’nion in which we shall he one with each other, 
one with the whole family of God, one with Christ, and one through 
everlasting ages. 

Mr, Chainnan,—without detaining you longer, than thus to ex¬ 
press the deep and solemn emotions we now feel, in anticipation of 
the manner in which our Report will be received,—1 have to state, 
in the name of our Committee, that they have agreed to the with- 
drawment of the Amendment, proposed by our friend on the post 
night, and to the substitution of a Resolution, which I will now 
call upon my dear Brother and friend and namesake, from 
America, to read. 

Rev. Dr. S. H. Cox said, that the Special Committee had been 
divided into Three Sections,—the British, the Continental, and the 
American; and his having been appointed Secretary to the Ameri- 
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can (livi.siun, was the reason wliy he was called upon to read the 
Resolution which had been adopted by all. 

Dr. ('ox tlien read the Resolution, which was us follows:— 

“Tliat, in rosiiect to the necessity of jiereon.il tioliness, the Alliance are of opinion, 
that it is reco;;nise(i in the Article of the Uasis—On the work of the Spirit; 
and, in reference to various social evils cxhitiag in countries within the circle 
of this Alliance, such as the profanation of the herd's day, intemperance^ 
ducllinK, and the sin of Slavery, they commend these and similar evih to the 
consideration of the Uranches; trusting that they will study to promote the 
general purity and the Christian honour of this Confialcration, by all proper 
means. And, in respect especially to the system of .Slavery, and every other 
form of ni>prcssion in any country, the .Vlliaiice are unaniiiious in deploring 
them, as in many w..ys obstructing ll;'.' piogrc.'S of the Cospel; and express 
their eonhdcnce, that no llranch will laiit to Meadnirhip slaveholders, who, 
by their own fault, continue in that iMi'ition, retaining their follow-meu in 
shivery, from regard to their own intere‘-l“." 

Rev. J. II. Hinton moved tlic adoption of the Resolution now 
read. It dilfored in some measure, from liis Amendment of yester¬ 
day; it was loss rigid; but he believed it comprehended all that was 
.substantially necessary. lie hud great jdeas-.tre in that exercise of 
Christian confidence in his American IJrcthren, wliieh the phrase¬ 
ology of the Resolution im|)lied,—believing that they would work 
it according to its teimr and spirit. Ilo most cheerfully anticipated, 
that future jiractical results would flow from it; and, therefore, felt 
happy in the decision to which the Committee had come, and at 
which, lie hoped, the Conference would arrive; and he trusted, that 
a similar feeling would sjiread itself among the anti-slavery men in 
this Country, 

Rev. A. T. Hopkins, from Buffalo, New York, seconded the 
iMotion. He would not detain the audience n moment, when there 
was such a perfect carnival of their affections. He was unable, by 
any language of which he could conceive, fully to express the enjoy¬ 
ment he felt. He only said,—and in saying it, he was persuaded 
he uttered,—not merely the voice of his Brethren then present, 
but the voice of the entire American Church,—God speed such a 
spirit! 

Jamrs Stanfikld, Esq. dissented : he objected to tlie Resolu¬ 
tion, and protested against Rie admission of Slaveholders into the 
Evangelical Alliance being recogniaied in any form. And tlie rea¬ 
son which made him continue so firm was, that a talented Member 
of the Alliance, then present,—when he was in Boston, (as we 
iindersttKid)—-was told by the Committee there, that it was abso¬ 
lutely necessary to adhere—-QCrics of “ Order,”] 

B 11 2 
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He (Mv. Stanfield) sigreeil with the venerable Dr. Wartllaw, that 
they must legislate on general principles, and not for exceptions. 

Rev. Isaac Nelson. —I never stood up in u Public Meeting 
with feelings of such deep enurtion as 1 do at this moinent. 1 am 
very unwilling to appear to mar the harmony of this hour ; but I 
must do justice to my own feelings, and I mu.st do justice to the 
Body of Christians with which I am connected: and I may just 
state to the Conference, that, in Belfast, forty-.six Ministers, of 
various Denominations, have attached their names to a Resolution, 
passed at a Public Meeting of 2,0tK) individuals, that they would 
have no fellowship n ith .Slaveholders. 1 trust, Mr. Chairman, that 
this evening you have decided correctly ; I pray that God may bless 
your decision, if it be for Ilis glory, and for the freedom of the 
down-trodden slave: but I should not be acting conscientiously, 
were 1 not to say, that I have fears, and the reasons <if my fears 1 
will state in a few minutes, if my Brethren will Irear with me. 

The Chairman. —I think our friend should he heard,—t'sjie- 
cially on account of the very becoming manner in which he 
expresses himself. 

Rev. Is. Nklson. —I have a little claim on your imlulgence, 
btKamso, previous to the introduction of Mr. Hinton’s Motion, I 
gave notice of a Motion to the Business Committee, in reference to 
the Birmingham decision on the subject of Slavery. .And let me 
say, that the Resolution pas.sed at Birmingham gladdened our 
hearts in Belfast; but I see that it ha.s been ditferenlly un<ler.stood 
in different Countries, You have now adopted a new Resolution ; 
and, in that Resolution, there is expressed confidence in the 
Branches.—Will you read the tvords again 

[]Dr. .S. n. Cox read the paragraph referred to.j] 

Now, I cannot a.s.sent to this ; for 1 lielieve, that no Kcclesiastical 
—no Religious Community ought to legislate for exceptions. I 
will grant, for the sake of argument, that there may he exci'ptioiis, 
where men are compelled by the law to hidd slaves. I « ill take 
the case, put by Dr. Skinner last night, i>f llie two little negro chil¬ 
dren, about whom it was a.skcd, “ Would you not have me pay the 
money to save them front the evils of .Slavery Yes! I would. 
But my sympathies would only go with the payment of the 
money, rather than allow them to be sold ; becau.se the money 
would be ]>aid in order to set them free. But I think it is not fair 
to introduce such ultra cases as an argument for the sinless charac¬ 
ter of Slave-holding. You have decided, that there are men who 
may he Slaveholders, and yet it may not be their own fault—or 
something tantamount. I fear, under that single sentence or 
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clauso, SlaveliohliTS will he in the Alliance. I said, I did not 
wi.sh to make any secession from this Alliance,—which has sprung, 
not like the fabled deity, from the brain of human wisdom,—but 
from the hearts of Christian men—fragrant with Christian love 
and knowledge. Therefore you will prosper; and I know you will 
do much for the cause of Abolition; but I m\ist state my fears, as 
to what will be the result in the American Branch of the Alliance. 
There is a class in America, who take the ground of acknowledging 
Slavery to be a sin; but they say, they cannot get rid of it. Some¬ 
times thev lay the fault at the door of Britain, and sometimes at 
the door of Congress: sometimes they make it what is called a 
National question, and sometimes a political que.stion. Now’ I 
fear, that—under the plea, that they cannot get rid of it—Slave- 
hohlers w'ill be found in your ranks; and then the Evangelical 
Alliance will be quoted on the side of Slavery. (“ No.”) 

A Gentleman asked, whether it were proper for the speaker to 
impugn the motives of Brethren from America belonging to the 
Alliance ? 

^Ir. Nelson. —I was not impugning the motives of any of the 
American Brethren. I was only expressing my fear on the sub¬ 
ject of legislation; that,—under the phraseology, “ It is not our 
fault,”—Slaveholders would come into the ranks of the Alliance. 
Or if a .Slaveholder were to come to the Committee, and say, “ I 
live where the Law compels me to be a Slaveholder; it is not my 
fault—I cannot see how, by the terms of this Resolution, you 
can refuse him admission. Remember the pixrties who are now 
earnestly regarding our proceedings. The Slaveholders are looking 
on, to take advantage of any terms we may use. After the decision 
of the Free Church, when Dr. Chalmers eulogized— 

The CiiAinMAN.—I cannot admit any reference to the Debates 
of the Free Church of Scotland. 

Dr. S. II. Cox.—This gentleman was a ISIember of the Com¬ 
mittee; and, by proceeding ns he is now doing, I consider he is 
stealing a march upon us. 

The CirAiHMAN.—I beg that Mr. Nel.son will abstain from these 
points which may give offence to our American Brethren. 

Mr. Nei.son.— 1 do not wisli to give oftence to a single Member of 
the Evangelical Alliance: but niy meaning is, that the Slaveholding 
Body in America will try to take advantage of the phraseology of 
our decision: they arc watching us. Then again, Christians, who say 
that the Bible is opposed to .Slavery, and that the Gospel of .Tesns 
is the enemy of Slavery, arc watching tts. And the poor slavi's are 
watching u.s; they will be anxious to know the decision we come to. 
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And Intidels are watching us. I have had sonic little t‘X|)ericnce 
with men professing the philosophy of Rohort Dale Owen, (1 men¬ 
tion him not unkindly;) and those men say, “The Bible is a bad 
book—and how do they attempt to prove it By a.sserting, that 
the Bible countenances t^lavery ! luHdels will take hold of our 
decision: therefore, we cannot be too cautious in giving it. 

^There were here loud cries of “time." The speaker said, he 
would say no more, if such were the wish of the Meeting.] 

A Gkntlkman enquired, whether they were going to enter into 
the discussion again ? And whether the statements now made, 
which bore strongly upon the American Brethren, would go forth 
without a word being allowed in reply ^ 

Rev, VV. Bkv.an rose to another point of order, which he 
wished the Conference to decide with all calmness, and in consis. 
tenev with tlie rules of rWiate. Was it competent for a gentleman, 
being a iMember of a Committee, to raise an argument, when the 
Report of that Committee is presented, which lie had not raised in 
the Committee ? 

The Chair.man could not -settle the question in the abstract. 
The point to which it was directed must Ik* known first. 

Rev. Dr. Morison thought, that no gentleman had a right to 
speak against the Motion, unless he had an Amendment to make. 
It was exceedingly inconvenient for things to proceed in thi.s vague 
manner. 

The Chairman. — Every body has a right to speak for or 
agnii.st the Motion. Onr friend i.s simply speaking in the negative ; 
and he has a riglit to be heard. 

Mr. Nelson.—I submit to the Chair, will it not he competent 
for me to move an Amendment if I please? 

The Chairman.—C ertainly. You arc justified, however, in 
speaking, on the ground (hat yo'i „re speaking only on the 
n^ative. Of course, you can also add an Amendment, if you 
think fit. 

A Gentlk-Man.—I submit one point of order. Is it right for 
a Memlier of a Committee, when their Report is brought up, to 
object to it,-—when he did not express that dis.sent in the Committee? 

'Fhe Chairman.— That is a begging of the question. 

Mr. Nelson. —It was understood by the Committee, that I 
reserved my right to speak in the tloiifcrencc. 

Rtsv. Dr. 8. H. Cox.—If the Gentleman said anything in the 
Committee, he said it when the Americans were absent. Was it 
orderly, the'n, for him to speak apiinst a Report made by that C’om- 
inittcc almost unanimously ? 
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'riic Chairman _I must refer to the Chairman of that Com¬ 

mittee. If our friend gave notice to the Committee of his ob. 
jections, and expressed his dissent from tlie conclusions at which 
they had arrived, he is not debarred from repeating his objections 
here : but, if he abstained from expressing his dissent in the Com¬ 
mittee, it is not becoming of him to bring forward the ({uestioa now. 

Kov. Dr. F. A. Cox.—^Tlie Committee, at a certain period, was 
divided into three .Sub-Committees for specific purposes ; and our 
friend made his objections in one of these Sub-Committees ; but he 
did not bring them forward, when the Committee were all associated 
together, and came to the conclusion to adopt the jiresent Report. 

Rev. T. Rinnky. —He stated, that he reserved to himself the 
right to speak here. 

Rev. Dr. Aluer. —He dissented from the decision of the Com¬ 
mittee : but he did not indulge in remari^affecting the American 
Brethren when they were present. 

The Chairman. —If our Brother did not refer to that branch 
of the argument which affects the feelings of our American friends, 
when they were present in the full Committee, lie is debarred from 
referring to that branch of the argument now. 

Mr. Nei.son. —When the American Brethren joined us, when 
tlie Committee was made up, and when we were coming towards 
the conclusion. I intimated and I think the Chairman will bear 
me witness—that I reserved to myself the right to speak here. 
However, 8ir Culling, it is a very trilling matter, for my own 
individual influence is not great. I have endeavoured to pursue my 
course, rather ns a spectator and student, than as a man of business. 
My attention was strongly directed to this subject, because I con¬ 
sidered the honour and glory of my Master concerned in it. I 
took up the Word of God, and I read it with attention; and my 
conclusions from it may be worth nothing to others, but they are 
everything to myself. 1 own no authority but the authority of my 
God and His Word ; and my conclusions from that Book are these— 
That the right to hold a property in man is denounced in God’s M'ord 
by the very strongest expressions condemnatory of sin,—that to hold 
man as property is stealing; and, therefore, that the man who does so, 
is a thief—not of the coin of earlli,—not a thief of the metal which 
is dug from the mine, and on which there is the impress of an earthly 
monarch,—but of men, bearing the impress of Heaven’s Sovereign— 
men, made in the image of (Joil. I may be mistaken in my opinion— 
that a .Slaveholder will ever be a Member of this Alliance; it may 
be Utopian: and, perhaps, when the fervour of youth, of inex¬ 
perience, and of ignorance, has passed away, I may come to the 
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Alliance, and meet witli my American friends, and rejoice with them 
over the liberation of the slave. I trust it will In* so : but, in jus¬ 
tice to niy conscience, I have made this statement; and, in order 
that it may appear uf)on the btmks, I must now, from the position 
in which I am placed, move an Amendment,—which is,— 

‘'That, whereas it is impossible for this Conference to luKisIntc for pitrticulnr cases 
or e-xccplions, no Slaveholder be admitted to any Umnch of the Alliance.” 

James Stanfiem), Esq. seconded the Amendment. 

Rev. Dr. Ur wick. —I have the happiness of knovviiijv personally 
—I might almost say, intimately—the two respected friends who 
have moved and seconded this Amendment. 1 am sure we shall all 
give them unqualified credit for having, according to their judge¬ 
ment, discharged their consciences in tliis matter. I dissent from 
that Amendment, most decidedly: and, if they will allow me, I 
would earnestly entreat them to re-consider it. I think it is not 
their purpose to leave the Alliance, even if their Amendment is 
negatived, which it certainly will be if put to the vote: and I 
ask of them kindly to wait in Christian patience and forlrearance, 
and to watch the working of this Resolution, if it be carried. 
I have full confidence in our American Brethren. I came 
to this Conference with feelings of high respect and sincere 
brotherly regard towards them, which I had cherished for many 
years, so far as I had known them personally *>r by their writing.s : 
but those feelings of regard to them, as worthy of implicit con¬ 
fidence, have been immeasurably raised by what I have seen of 
them in this Conference. I have admired—and I am sure we all 
have admired—the very great Christian temper, Christian coolness, 
Christian intelligence, and Christian atfection, which they have dis- 
pliiyed throughout the whole of the proceedings. A reference has 
been made by a friend (Mr. Stanfield) to a remark uttered by Dr, 
Wardlaw on a former evening. Although not commissioned by 
liira,—^yet I may state, and I think all who were present in the 
Committee will be prepared to say, that Dr. Wardlaw substantially 
concurs in the proposal of the Report which has heen adopted. I 
think we arc warranted in understanding that. There is another 
point, to which I wish to allude before I sit down. We have had 
anxieties in the course of the progress of this Alliance, profound 
and intense. Time after time it has scorned to have l)ecn all but 
wrecked. Yesterday, the generality, perhaps, imagined, that all 
hope was gone. It was not so with me. I felt a confidence, firm, 
and clear, and strong, that this our work is doing the will of 
Almighty God ; and an unwavering belief, that lie permits us to 
be brought into these circumstances, merely to bring us nearer to 
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Himself, and to insj)ire us with more assured confidence in Him. 
Tliis is Saturday evening; and I think, that to-morrow morning 
a Sabbath will break upon the World, such as the World, the 
Church, and the slave, has never before seen. Ignorant as at 
present the slave, the World, and most portions of the Church may 
be of the fact,—I think, if this Report shall be adopted, a step 
will be taken in the cause of truth, humanity, freedom, and 
piety, such as we have seldom had to thank God for. And, if this 
Report be adopted, I think our Brethren in the Ministry, who have 
to preach to-morrow, will go to their pulpits with hearts far more 
full of joy and gratitude and liberty, than they otherwise could 
have gone, or have been accustomed to go : and I think our congre¬ 
gations, so far as they may be aware of the circumstance, will have 
an elevation, a pleasure, and a sublimity given to their devotions, 
which have not frequently been felt in the sanctuaries of our God 
on earth.—“Ebenezer”—“hitherto hath the Lord helped us." 
Let us thank God and take courage. He is with us. 

“ God is with us—This has cheered us 
Even in the darkest day : 

God is with us—and will hoar us 
When for llis own cause we pray : 

God is with us—nor shall triumph long delay.” 

The CijAiKMAN.—The circumstances are only few, in which a 
Chairman is justified in speaking on the point before the Chair : 
but I have for so many days possessed, and so thankfully received, 
the kind confidence of every Member of this Conference, that I 
venture for once to say a word upon this subject. Brethren, I am 
only speaking the honest feelings of my heart, when I tell you, 
that—if there has been one sttbject upon which I hoped the 
Alliance would tell,—besides its immediate object, which is the 
Union of Christians,—it baa been the question of Slavery. My 
own personal friends can assure you, that again and .again I have 
said to them, that I did hope, that the concentration of Chris¬ 
tianity in England in the month of August would tell, in its 
influence, upon the system of Slavery in America; and I desire, 
that the results of this evening may have that elfect. But,—to ex- 
pre.ss ill one word the feeling which is now upon my mind,—I 
believe, that such a result will probably greatly depend upon this, 
—whether the deliverance of this Assembly will go forth unani¬ 
mously or not. Therefore, even for a moment admitting—which I 
cannot admit—that our dear Brother’s proposal would have, if 
carried, a better effect upon Slavery than that Motion to which it 
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is an Amendment: still, 1 believe, that an unanimous deliverance 
from this Assembly,—which is, I trust I may say, without boasting, 
to a great extent, the representative of Christeiuloin,—will have a 
far mightier etfect, even if the standard be lower, than a deliver¬ 
ance not unanimous,—even if the object be a right and proper one. 
Believing then, that unanimity is every thing now. —and that, if 
the Resolution of the Committee pass unanimously, it will have a 
mighty and glorious etfect in producing the emancipation of the 
slave,—I venture, for once, to throw myself into this chasm; and 
to entreat our dear friends, for the sake, of the slave and his 
emancipation, and the success of that cause which is dear to all 
our hearts, that they will consent to withdraw the Amendment, and 
let us go unanimously to the Resolution which is before us. 

Rev. Dr. Smvtii, of Glasg«f\v.—As a Minister of the Free 
Church of Scotland, I rlesirc to exi)ress my gratitude to God, wlio 
has, as I trust, brought this most complex and ditKeult subject to, 
what I believe to be, a wise and Christian conclusion. Xo one has 
a greater abhorrence of Slavery, in all its forms, than I have. For 
inanv years, I was a incmhvr of the Anti-Slavery Society of Glas¬ 
gow ; and sutfereil not a little from that connexion, as Alinisterof a 
Consiregation which contained sonic very influential .Slave-Proprie¬ 
tors. The name of Dr. Chalmers ha.s been intrmluced this evening ; 
and I may be allowed to say, that I have had tliu boaonr of being 
his personal friend for nearly thirty years ; six months I was under 
his risif; I, therefore, know what all his sentiments and feelings 
are in relation to the subject of Slavery ; and I trust, it will never 
go forth from this Meeting, that the hononal name of Chalmers is 
identified with anything .apprivaching to an eulogium on Slavehold¬ 
ers. As a Minister of the Free Chureh of .Scotland,—knowing tho¬ 
roughly the sentiments of many of my Brethren who have been 
unavoidably called home,—I can say, that this decision will gladden 
their hearts. I do think, wo have had especial cause to thank God 
for this decision. We can raise our Khcner.er—our .Stone of Re¬ 
membrance—on the approaching Sabbath ; and, though we met 
with a trembling .solicitude, we shall return from llii.s Conference 
with licarts burning with grateful love to that God, who has 
enjoined upon us to love all our Brethren, and to do good tinto all 
who love our .Saviour. And I do trust and lielieve, that the results 
of this day will have a mighty efft'Ct, in the Providence of ({ml, in 
hastening the realiz.ation of that blessed time, when all the op¬ 
pressed shall go free ! 

Rev. W. Bevan.— In this Hall, this morning, we commended 
our Brethren of the Committee, and the cause which was in their 
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liaiuls, t<» the Ood of all Tisilotii, truth, niid love. In thi.s Hall, too, 
it has been niy privilege to occnpy the jilace on which I now stand, 
and to do the work wiiich I now gladly do for you, in connexion 
with the Anti-.Slnvcry Cause. And I do rejoice, that our Bretlircn 
have been brought to the issue which is now in tlie Motion before 
this Conference j—believing, as I do, that it will go forth to the 
World, as our combined and honest, our solemn and sincere testi¬ 
mony, upon a subject which has excited so much of our anxiety,— 
and which, I trust, we shall be able to dispose of, so that we may 
hasten the consummation which the largest desires of Anti- 
Slavery hearts can anticipate and long for;—not only that the 
oppressed nuiv go free, but that those who hold them in bonds may 
rejoice in sharing the abundant blessing. It is, then, with these 
honest convictions, ns a labourer in the Anti-Slavery enterprise 
and with these honest convictions, as a labourer in your behalf, that 
I imjdore our Brethren not to weaken the i'orce of thi.s strong, this 
•Scriptural, this honest testimony, by suffering it to go forth to the 
World, that we have had to come to a divided vote. At the l)est. 
Sir Culling, their predictions are but predictions of fear; and I 
would, with all brotherly affection, suggest to them, whether it 
would not be time to take tbe step they now propose to take, and 
make the stand they now propose to make, when they see that the 
danger is impending?—believing, us I do, that this Resolution will 
have a decided tendency to pre.servo us from the probability of such 
danger. I trust our friends will see the desirableness of not pre¬ 
cipitating a step, that may damage the very cause, which, I believe 
most sincerely, tliey are desirous to jrroniote. 

Rev. O. Scott. —I know tlie difficult circumstances in wliich 
the English portion of this Conference have been placed; and I 
have strongly sympathised with them. 1 do think, that they have 
done everlasting honour to themselves, and to the cause in srhicli 
they arc engaged, hy the manner in which they have met tmr views 
add feelings on this subject. I beg to say, I honour Mr. Hinton 
for the very Christian manner in which he introduced this subject. 
He certainly said some very hard things; hut they were against 
.Slavery; and everything he did say, he said in a kind and 
brotherly spirit. For this I greatly loved him; and now I love 
and honour him more, for the manner in wliich he has met the 
Committee and the Conference this evening. I, for one, am per- 
ferlly satisfied with the decision to which the Committee hove 
come. I cannot but consider it as a special answer to the prayers 
which wore offered to Go<l this morning, on behalf of the honoured 
men who composed that Committee ; and. I trust, we are prepared. 



380 


EVASIIKI-ICAI. Al.l.IANCK. 


as a Conference, to receive it in this view. 1 would also join you 
Sir Culling, anti Mr. Bevan, in requesting the Brethren who have 
moved and seconded the Amendment, not to push matters to extre¬ 
mities. Let us not be divided : but let us go, with an unanimous vote 
upon this matter, to our friends to-morrow, and to our friends in the 
Country',—and declare, that we are united. I conclude with ex¬ 
pressing the hope, that this very strong expression of opinion 
against Slavery will produce a very salutary ell'ect in America ; 
and that, while our decision will show us to 1k» one in heart and 
one in action, it will also operate most visibly upon the emancipa¬ 
tion of the slave. 

Hon. and Hev. Baptist Noel. —I cannot permit the Conference 
to go to the vote, u'ithout adding a few words to the very just reflec¬ 
tions of the Brother who has just sat down. While I concur with 
all the other Brethren, in requesting those gentlemen who have in¬ 
troduced the Amendment to withdraw it, lieciiuse I think they will 
see, on consideration, that that Kesoluthtn is itself emphatically cal¬ 
culated to promote the very object they have in view : for how can 
Slaveholders take any advantage of a Resolution, which pronounces 
Slavery to be a sin ? which expresses the abhorrence of this .Alli¬ 
ance to that, and all other forms of oppres-sion ? and which instructs 
the American Branch of the Alli.mce, to rcfu.se the adinixsion of 
slaveholders, who retain slaves from regard to their own intere.sts ? 
And what does induce men to retain their fellowmen in servitude, 
except regtird to their o\vn interests ? And if none are admitted 
into this Alliance hut those who, without their power, or beyond 
their power, hold .slaves, and regard the interests of the slaves alone, 
—can even the most sensitive antagonist of Slavery feel any hesita¬ 
tion in according to the Resolution ? Bnt,—-while t a.sk the gen¬ 
tlemen who have introduced the Amendment to withdraw it, for 
the reasons just stated,—1 cannot allow this Motion to go to 
the vote, without expressing the deep sense I have of the obli¬ 
gation under which we arc laid by otir American Brethren. At a 
great sacrifice of time and feeling, and at great jiecuniary cost, some 
of them have been laying heavy burdtuis on themselves, by coming 
to thi.s Conference,—influenced by nothing hut a spirit of fraternal 
alfcetion to us. AVhilc here, they have often delighted us with 
their speeches; but they have done more honour to themselves hv 
their silence than by their eloquence. Belonging to a nation pecu¬ 
liarly high-minded, and which is characti’rised—perhajis more 
than any other nation upon earth—hy independence of opinion, 
they have silenced those emotions which arose in their hosonis 
and cheeked those opinions they were ready to express.--- 
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becuusG tliey would not eiuliuij'er the ultimate success <tf an 
Alliance, which, us Christian men, they had so deeply at heart. 
Ill the name, I feel sure, of nearly the whole, if not the whole, 
of this Conference, 1 welcome these honoured Brethren. And I 
do this the more. Sir Culling, because,—while it is easy for us to 
level our anathemas against Slavery, when we have no entangle¬ 
ment, and no positive opposition to meet; we have to commit to 
them a task, of which they only know the dilliculty,—to proceed 
against the general feeling ; to raise this standard; and, against the 
fiercest blasts that will blow upon it, to hold it firmly, while the 
tempest is bidding them leave go their hold. 

Let them not return to their own Country with desponding feel¬ 
ings, as though distrusted : but let them go, sustained by the con¬ 
sciousness, tlnit, at least, all their Brethren in England thank them 
for the nobility of spirit which they have displa)'ed, and feel implicit 
confidence in that Christian fidelity, with which,—as men who love 
the freedom of the slave, and wish to see brotlierly love extend, 
without distinction of colour, or rank and condition in society,— 
they wilt be our fellow labourers in that and every other good cause, 
until the Kingdom of the blessed Redeemer shall be established in 
the World. 

llev. W. M. Buntinu. —I, Sir,without approving, have consented to 
the Report of the Committee, on the condition of a friendly assurance, 
given on the instant by Dr. S. H. Cox, and responded to by the 
American Brethren, and received by the Committee with cheers,— 
that, in ajiplying the regulations implied in this Report with regard 
to future Membership, they, and all responsible parties, as far as 
their iiiHuence could secure it, would place the black man who was 
a slave, and who might apply for Membership, on the same footing 
that they would place any other applicant. 

The Amendment having been read. 

Rev. Is, Nelson (by way of reply to the appeals which ad been 
made to him) saiil, if I really believed, that my Amendment would 
do an injury to the cause of the slave, I certainly would withdraw 
it. I have much respect for the authority and wisdom of this Al¬ 
liance : but at the same time I feel that the stern requirements of 
duty compel me now to submit the Amendment. 

The CuAiRMAK. —Very well. The Amendment is still before 
the Meeting. 

Rev. President Emory. —I hope our Brethren on this side of 
the water will perceive, that the lunger this discussion is continued, 
the more embarrassing they make our position. The simple state 
of the case, is that some of us can, under no circumstances, vote 
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f.»r this, or any other Resolution upon the subject ; l)ecouse we be¬ 
lieve it to be utterly irrelevant to the objects of tlie Alliance; but 
we had made up our minds to say nothing,—unwilling to hold up 
a hand or a finger, to interrupt the lianuony of the Brethren who 
are thus united. We are willing to stand still for a while,—if, 
perchance, we may see the salvation of God ;—not to say hastily, 
“ We will withdraw from the Alliance, and have nothing to do 
with itbut to stand by, and see you adopt this Resolution,— 
which, however, we could not, under any circumstance, vote for. 
Had this been done immediately, we would have seen it done, and 
perhaps said nothing ; but, if Brethren go on in this way, they 
place us in a very invidious position, and they enhance the diffi¬ 
culties we have to encounter ; and if Brethren come forward, and 
state private conversations, which—without a denial or an explana¬ 
tion—are incorjwrated into the actions and opinions of this Body, 
they embarrass us still more. Just let the matter rest; and let 
those w ho cannot vote, try to be quiet. 

The CuAiRMAN— -I do implore you to go to the vote. 

Rev. Dr. Buntino—A s one who, during the last eleven months, 
has felt an intense anxiety on this very subject,—knowing (ns 
told our Committee the very first time we met) that this would 
be the real pinch of the difficulty,—1 beg to be permitted to say 
one sentence; and—not for the purpose of continuing this discussion 
—but with regard to an object, which I think. Sir Culling, will ap¬ 
prove itself—not only to your mind, but also to your heart. I 
heartily concur in all that has been said in praise of the 3})irit and 
conduct of the American Brethren: but it ought to bo know'u and 
felt, that our Continental Brethren have just as powerful a claim 
to everything which has been said. They, at first, felt an equal 
difficulty with the American Brethren, in concurring with what wo 
wished to propose; they had their separate Meeting, and held a 
a prayerful discussion ; and, at last, unanimously assented to our 
conclusions. I think we owe them our tribute of respect and 
esteem. 

Rev, John B. Augrk felt bound, in his conscience, to make a 
decided and solemn protest against any action whatever being taken 
by this Meeting on that subject. Tlie Presbyterian Denomination, 
which he represented, had come to the decision, almost unanimously, 
that a man was not necessarily a sinner, or unchristianized, bc- 
causedie was a Slaveholder,—unless, under that relation, something 
attached to his character which made him unworthy of tlie Chris, 
tian brotherhood. He would not oppose, or throw any obstacle in 
the way of the progress of the Alliance. He came to the Confer- 
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ence, knowing that they liad great difficulties to encounter; and he 
entirely sympathised with them. He still desired to co-operate, as 
far as possible, in promoting the great objects they had in view. He 
hoped, that what was intended for good would be accomplished; 
that, God alone could say. His own judgement and experience led 
him to fear, that their anticipations would not be realized. 

Rev. President Olin said, his position was a little peculiar in 
this matter. A number of American gentleman—twenty-live or 
thirty, many of whom were now absent—(as this question had as¬ 
sumed a different aspect, and believing that some misunderstanding 
existed with regard to their relation to it) had drawn up a paper 
!ind signed it,—expressive—not of opposition to the course which 
he (President Olin) believed, the Meeting would now take—but 
which was necessary to prevent a misunderstanding in England and 
at home, which might injure them, and, with them, the cause,—^in 
reference to their having come to the Conference under the Bir¬ 
mingham Resolution. Most cordially did he sympathize with the 
movements and intentions of the Conference; and he could not 
iiow^say, that anything had taken place which he was prepared to 
regret. He felt that, on the present subject, great concessions had 
been made, in the best spirit, by the Americans; these had been 
met by concessions which their British Brethren were disposed to 
make, in the same spirit; and now he trusted, that they would all 
be imbued with, one spirit, and with the most fervent desire—not 
to impede—but to promote the great objects of the Alliance. He 
did not intend to oppose the present Resolution ; but in the Com¬ 
mittee he hud said to his Brethren, that he trusted in God, the 
whole movement would work well. He doubted whether they would 
be able to get over the difficulty when they reached home : because 
he was afraid they had not left a Basis of sufficient breadth 
and solidity to form the Alliance. The singling out of the par¬ 
ticular evil of Slavery would cause the Resolution to be regarded as 
a National question ; and, though this would be treated by them as 
delicately as possible, his confidence in their success was not so 
strong as that of some of his Brethren. But he loved the enterprise; 
and he trusted it would succeed; and that they in America would 
find a degree of co-operation far beyond his expectations: and he 
was one, that—if circumstances allowed—and if he were able to 
work,-i-the little he could, he would do, to promote so glorious a 
cause. 

Rev. Dr. Mason, from the United States.—I wish to state, that, 
as far as this Resolution is concerned, I have been a silent Member 
of the Committee. I expressed to my own Brethren my dissent; 
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but at the same time said, I did not intend to oppose it,—for the 
simple reason, that I did not wish to raise a single obstacle to the 
formation of this Union. I know not, however, what course I shall 
see fit to pursue hereafter. I must remain neutral on the vote 
which is now going to be taken. 

Rev. J. IIiMEs said, that a number of friends around him 
had pressed him to answer the question; on what principle, and why, 
he had given up the position he took yesterday When the Reso¬ 
lution now before the Meeting was fully prepared, he accorded 
with the Committee, and went with them in their entire discussion 
of it to the end, witli the greatest solicitude and anxiety : and there 
had been achieved more than he expected. lie stated to the Com¬ 
mittee at the close, that—^though the Resolution did not come nj) 
to his sentiments in relation to the .subject of Slavery and Slave¬ 
holders—yet he would not oppose it in the Conference. He 
thought it was better to take what he could get, than to break up 
the Alliance, or do nothing on the question. He did not feel that 
he had compromised his princijiles on the point of Slavery, or 
closed his mouth, or stifled his voice, on the great question of the 
sin of Slaveholding—in this or any other land where he might 
be. And he should hope, while he continued a Member of the 
Alliance, that what had been gained now -would be kept; and that 
as much more as God’s Word required would be obtained in times 
to come. 

SinNEY E. Mouse, Esq., of Xew York, protested against the 
action of the Alliance on the subject of Slavery,—believing that it 
did not come within its province. 

Rev.OscAU Gregory, of West Troy ,U. S., entered a similar protest. 

Rev. W. G. Buown, of Bedford, U. S.—I am a very .young 
man; but, being old enough to be a Member of the Conference, I 
do not hesitate to speak on this occasion. I wi.sh to expre.ss my 
gratitude to God, and to the Members of the Committee appointed 
»n this question, for the fair, and manly, and pious course they have 
pursued in relation to it. I must say, Mr. President, I did not 
expect such results : but I am glad I can co-operate with them in 
this Resolution. My confidence in their integrity has increased a 
hundred fold; and my confidence in the integrity and piety of this 
Conference tvill be increased a thousand fold, if they concur in 
adopting this Resolution. 

I am from the United States, and perhaps know sometliing about 
Slavery. I have lived among it for years, and know the circum¬ 
stances— the embarrassing circumstances—• which surround the 
Slaveholder. I know how to pity the poor Slave: many an hour 
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liave I spent with him, while he has been groaning under the 
bondage of his chains ; and I have had evidence, that there are 
hundreds and thousands of them who sincerely love our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 

I know what is going on in the United States, and what is going 
on in the wide World, in relation to their state and prospects ; and 
I hail with joy the act of this Conference—in anticipation—as the 
harbinger of Freedom to them. And I do implore those who sym¬ 
pathize with the Slave in his bonds, to come forward nobly, and to 
help him out of his oppression,—which object, I am sure, will be 
assisted, by the passing of the measure now before the Meeting. 

Tlie Amendment was then put, and negatived. 

The Original Motion was then put, and carried—not more than 
half a dozen hands being held up against it. 

Sung 49th Hymn, of “ Hymns on Christian Union.” 

The Conference remained for a short period in silence. 

Rev. T. Binnev said, he knew a little of the feelings and senti¬ 
ments of their American Brethren ; and he admired and loved them 
for what they had done. By the great moral courage they had 
displayed, and the sacrifices of feeling they had made, they had the 
greatest possible claim upon the admiration and sympathy of their 
British Brethren. And he trusted, that each and every Member 
of the Conference would remember them in his prayers, that they 
might be sustained in carrying out the measure which had been 
brought forward,—to which, nothing but the strongest Christian 
principle would have led them to submit. 

Mr. Binney engaged in prayer, and pronounced the Benediction; 
and the Conference Adjourned to Monday, August 31st, at Ten 
o’clock, A.M. 
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Rev. Dr. Morison moved, and Rev. W. Bevan seconded, 

"That Rev. Dr. Alder presice over the Devotional Exercises.” 

Carried. 

The Chairman gave out 150th Psalm, New Version, which was 
sung by the Meeting. He then read Psalm 05; and Rev. Gorham 
D. Abbot engaged in prayer. The 28th of the “ Hymns on Chris¬ 
tian Union," was then sung; and Rev. Dr. Alorison read 1 Peter 
i.; after which Rev. Dr. Massie engaged in prayer. 

Sir Culling Eardley Sbiith then took the Chair. 

Rev. W. Bevan read the Minutes of the previous sitting, which, 
after a slight discussion, were cuntirmed. 

Rev. Dr. Massik moved, A. G. Ellis, Esq. seconded. 

That the Members of tiie Aggregate Provisional Committee of the Four Divisions, 
now in London, meet at the close of this Session.” 

Carried. 

Rev. Dr. Steane. —I have to recall to the recollection of the 
Conference the state of our business. When the Committee which 
brought up its report on Saturday evening was appointed, the 
whole of the third Section, under the head of " General Organiza¬ 
tion," had been moved by Dr. Schmucker, and seconded by Dr. 
Bunting. The first proposition of that entire paragraph was under 
discussion, when the Committee was appointed, in consequence of 
the Amendment of Mr. Hinton. I have, therefore, to ask you. Sir, 
as Chairman, what really is the point which the Conference is now 
to take up:—whether the Resolution brought up by the Com¬ 
mittee takes the place of No. I.? or whether No. I.is the substantive 
proposition, which we are now to discuss ? 

^v. Dr. Bunting.— In the Committee, we thought the Reso- 
lutibn might be so placed, as to induce Mr. Hinton finally to with¬ 
draw his Amendment, and also to satisfy the views of different Breth¬ 
ren. After deliberation, therefore, it was resolved to propose, that 
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the Resolution should appear among the “ Miscellaneous Resolu¬ 
tions.” I shall feel that we in that Committee are not properly treated, 
unless this Resolution be put among the Miscellaneous and Supple¬ 
mental Resolutions. I really cannot agree to add to the distressing 
difliculties of our American Brethren, by putting it as one of the 
articles of the “ General Organization.” And if it be put there, I 
must, in conscience, beg not to be mentioned as the Seconder 
of this series of Resolutions. I think the American Brethren 
have made a great de^ of concession, more than they are quite 
happy in. 

Rev. W. Bevan. —It is now among the Miscellaneous Resolu¬ 
tions, and it will remain there, if it is not disturbed. 

Rev. Dr. Bunting.— But the question was put on Saturday,— 
What is to be the location of the Re.solution } Some of us said, 
among the Aliscellaneous Resolutions. Other Brethren objected to 
this course, and said, it was a question for consideration. If you 
agree to it upon consideration, I shall be better satisfied. 

The Chaihman. —I ask, whether Dr. Steane has had his question 
answered 1 

Rev. Dr. Steane. —I think most of the Conference are of the 
mind which Dr. Bunting has expressed. 

The Chairman. —Unless, then, a Motion is made of a different 
character, the Resolution will be placed where Mr. Bevan says it 
has already been placed. Is a Motion to that effect necessary } 

Rev. Dr. Bunting. —I move, 

“ That the Resolution brought up by the Special Committee, and adopted by the 
Conference at the previous Sitting, be placed among the Miscellaneous Reso¬ 
lutions, and not under the Head of ‘ General Organization.’ ” 

Rev. Dr. Schmuckee.— I second that Motion. The placing of 
it among the Miscellaneous Resolutions is a sine qua non to its 
adoption. There is not one of the American Brethren who would 
stand by the Resolution, if placed under the Head of “ General 
Organization.” 

Rev. J. H. Hinton. —I have expressed an opinion, that it would 
be better placed elsewhere. I am entitled to such a private 
opinion, but I have no objection to the proposal now made. 

Rev. 6. D. Abbot. —I believe it is due to the Alliance, to make 
an explanation as to the position in which the American Brethren 
stand, in reference to the present aspect of this great question. 
We are here— 

Rev. Dr. Morison. —I rise to order. Our friend has begun by 
telling ns that he is to speak for the American Brethren— 

r r 2 
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Rev. G. D. Abbot. —I have not done so. I am not authorised 
to do so. No American Brother is authorised to speak for his 
Country, nor am I. But, if any American Brother has a right, we all 
have a right, to speak on this question ; and that right I have never 
yet been able to obtain. There are many American Brethren in 
the same position with myself, anxious for an opportunity of ex-- 
pressing their views, and deeply interested in the discussion, who 
have not been able to catch the eye of the Chair. Do you know. 
Sir, that we are here from a Country whew there are 'fifteen thou¬ 
sand Ministers, and three millions of professed disciples of Christ, 
of many Denominations; Baptists, Episcopalians,'Wesleyans, Congre- 
gationalists, Presbyterian, Dutch Reformed, Lutheran, and others? 
We have none of us authority to express the opinions of any of these 
Churches, but I wished to speak for myself—and for others here act¬ 
ing with me. On Saturday, after some discussion on the subject, the 
Resolution in question was taken to a Committee composed of a large 
number of American Brethren, who have since been taking united 
counsel in reference to the whole matter. Some fifteen or twenty of 
these signed a paper, expressing their views, which they wished to 
submit to the Conference ; and one of their number was deputed to 
present their views, under the proper signature. He tried to get an 
opportunity of presenting it to the Alliance, before action was taken 
on the question, but he was unable to do so. I do think, there¬ 
fore, that the matter has been carried through, without giving the 
American Brethren sufficient opportunity to be heard. Here is a 
great object, affecting all the interests of the Western Continent. I 
think it has been disposed of, without giving tho.se interests a full 
and proper hearing, such as they deserve ; and, as an American, I 
wish to leave with this Alliance my testimony to (hat effect. 

The Cbaibman. —A question of great moment has been raised 
by our friend. He states that there was a wish to make a commu¬ 
nication to the Brethren, before the vote of Saturday was taken;— 
but that he was prevented, and that America has suffered in con¬ 
sequence. Now, I did receive information, that the American 
Brethren had a document to lay before us, and the paper was sent 
to me. But, on my asking the question, whether it was to be read 
before, or after the vote ? the person who brought that communica¬ 
tion, answered my enquiry, by saying, “ After the 'Vote." The 
Chairman, therefore, is not resjMinsible, if that document was not 
received. 

Rev. G. D. Abbot. —1 do not wish to throw out the slightest 
reflection against any one. 1 simply wish to say, that I believe 
the position of the American Brethren, in consequence of the Reso- 
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lution adopted, is not understood. And if the Alliance supposes, 
that the American Brethren here really believe that the Churches 
in the United States, of all Denominations, or that any considerable 
portion of any Denomination, will be satisfied with the present dispo¬ 
sition of this subject,—to such an extent, at least, as that they can 
continue in fraternal relation with this Alliance, the Brethren 
should be disabused of that impression. 1 am satisfied, if you put 
the question to any American Brother here, not—What me are 
willing to do ? not—What we are willing to acquiesce in ?—but, 
w bother they believe, that the American Churches will sanction and 
come into this measure ? I am satisfied, the testimony of the 
majority will be, "No such thing—our hopes of any continuance of 
the Alliance, as it now stands, are utterly frustrated.” 

I feel that the Old World and the New are separated by this 
Besolution ; and that this is the last time, at which any delegates 
from the other side of the Atlantic, representing a considerable 
Body of Christians, will be found in your midst. I do not feel I 
should do justice to my Countrymen, or to the interests involved, if 
I did not express these views. I do not wish to throw any obstruc¬ 
tion in the way of your action. Yon are actuated by the noblest 
motives ; though, as we think, you are mistaken. 

Rev. Dr. Olin. —The application to present the paper referred 
to was made by me; but the reply given to the question by the 
Chair, I do not recollect to have made. There must have been 
some mistake in the conveyance of the messages. Certainly there 
was no fault on the part of the Chairman ; nothing which we could 
complain of. I wish every American might concede so much. 
Slay I say a word more ? lam not certain that it is precisely in 
order, but I know that every European Brother has an interest, 
deep as that w'hich he feels in the prosperity of the Alliance, in 
knowing the true sentiments of those who are so painfully impli¬ 
cated in the resolution passed on Saturday evening. I will not 
speak with any assurance in regard to Americans as such, but so far 
as I know my Brethren, they are arranged as to this question on two 
opinions. We all of us perfectly concur in a most fervent desire 
not to introduce any obstacle to the consummation of this great 
enterprise. If there is a man here, belonging to the great Protest¬ 
ant family on the western side of the Atlantic, who would not 
sacrifice everything but principle, in order to concentrate his ener¬ 
gies on this great enterprise, 1 have not heard him speak. But, 
with this fervent desire to fraternize and co-operate ivith you, we 
form two parties ; one believing (and I was of that party) that we 
had no Basis for forming an Alliance at home, after the passing 
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of that Resolution. Brethren, who gave their votes for the Motion, 
told me, that they viewed it with the most overwhelming regrets, 
and believed that the worst of our fears are likely, in consequence, 
to be realized—(cries of “ No, no”). I will not refer to any indi¬ 
vidual, but that is the fact. Many believe the enterprise is frus¬ 
trated; and that nothing can be done to form, under the name of the 
Alliance, a more extended organization in the United States. My 
conviction is, that it is impossible to gather, under such a banner, a 
tenth of the sober Christianity, or a tenth of the sober Anti¬ 
slavery feeling of the Northern States. Now, the other party, so 
far as I know, think that %ve may entertain a little hope, and that 
it will be possible, amidst exceeding difficulties, to form a partial 
Alliance, embracing some considerable portion of the Northern 
Churches; yet they feel that they have conceded too much, and 
that the prospect, therefore, is of the very faintest kind ; that, if 
we do anything at all, it will be nothing worthy of our name. I 
must, for myself, declare, that I cannot go home and hold up my 
head, as forming an Alliance, or as attempting to form an Alliance, * 
on this Basis. With all my heart I have gone for the Alliance 
itself. I have left home, and crossed the Atlantic fur it; and the 
happiest period of my life has been the few days I have spent 
here, before this most exciting element was thrown in among us. 
But I feel now, that every man of us who has had anything to 
do with this measure, must, go home prepared to become the 
scorn of the Papist and the Universalist. All the low feelings 
of the Country will be raised against us. Its patriotism, its 
nationalism, will be regarded as assailed. I believe the best thing 
we can do (though I will not ask our friends to release us from 
the agreement) is to have a second Alliance, which shall corre¬ 
spond with yours, and hold as much union and intercourse ns, in the 
circumstances, we can. If we are unable to do more, I think that 
is the next best thing which we can do. If neither can make 
concessions, we leave it with God, and shall bear the burden, as He 
shall enable us. 

Mr. Justice Cbampton. —Before I take my final departure 
from this blessed room, allow me to make a few observations upon 
this most momentous question. This Conference commenced in 
great union; it has advanced with great harmony, and 1 do trust 
most sincerely—with my heart I say it,—that our American Bre¬ 
thren will not separate from us in disunion. I trust that the Alli¬ 
ance may be carried on to the intended and expected issue; and 
that its enemies may not be able to say, that, on the very last day 
of our assembling, disunion was found to prevail. I will not 
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yield to any one in this room, or from any Country, in the expres¬ 
sion of my abhorrence of the system of Slavery in every form, and 
in every shape, whether it be man-stealing, or man-dealing, or slave¬ 
holding. I abhor it from my heart; and while I say that, I do be¬ 
lieve that there is not a gentleman who has come to this Country 
from America—^who has done us the great honour of coming here, 
and giving us the advantage of his presence (and I believe we have 
the lights of the American Church here),—I believe there is not 
one who does not hold the same sentiments. But, while I take 
credit to myself for being the opponent of Slavery, I cannot help 
remembering, that the greatest transgressor on this matter has been 
England herself. She was, perhaps, the originator—I do not 
know the history sufficiently, but she was the great promoter, till 
within a few years, of the importation of slaves—of the dealing in 
slaves. She has indeed paid a penalty for it. She has given 
twenty millions sterling to get rid of the blot of Slavery: but his¬ 
tory reminds us, that she was the great offender on this head. Now, 
Slavery does not exist at this moment in any part of the British 
dominions. I do think, therefore, there is something in the Resolu¬ 
tion brought up by the Committee on Saturday evening of a nature 
calculated, in the way of contrast (it could not be intended), to cast 
a reflection on America in particular. That, 1 am sure, was the last 
thing in the minds of the Committee who prepared the Resolution ; 
—the last thing that in this room I would desire to give a sanction 
to. Might not the last clause of the Resolution be amended ? 

The Chaikman. —We cannot discuss a Resolution that has been 
passed. 

hTr. Justice Crampton. —Then I regret that that Resolution, 
in its present shape, was introduced. This is not an Anti-slavery 
Association. I am ready, at any proper time, to join in Anti¬ 
slavery movements; but, for the sake of Union, for the sake of this 
Alliance, if it be not too late, I would, on every consideration, re¬ 
move that, which may be considered, which may be understood, but 
which never was intended to be, a reflection upon our noble 
Brethren from America, 

Rev. Dr. Morison. —I think we are in the position, in which 
we must not do injustice to each other on either side of the ques¬ 
tion. Certain statements have been, I think, made by our American 
Brethren, which, if they go out, may put our English Brethren at 
fault: and that should be avoided on both sides. It might appear, 
from what our dear Brethren have said—and no man loves them 
more than I have done, and no man has had more intercourse with 
them than I have had,—that some little advantage has been taken 
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of them. Now, really, it is due to the Conference to know, that 
the Committee did adopt (this is a fact, and it cannot be changed), 
did adopt the very Resolution which our American Friends brought 
up. This is a fact; I will not reason upon it. They may have dif¬ 
ficulties about their own action, but they must not throw the 
onus upon us. I did, in my conscience, believe, on Saturday 
evening, that our American Friends had come to a conclusion 
which they thoroughly approved. I would be strictly just to the 
American Brethren ; I have a deep estimate of the difficulty that 
presses on them : but, still, we must do justice to Brethren here ; 
and, if American Brethren are to part from us— (and I was surprised 
to hear the prayer of my Friend this morning; I had not heard 
there was such absolute difficulty on the part of our American 
Friends; I was surprised to find our Brother go to the throne of 
Heaven, and speak of us as separated; it did perplex me consider¬ 
ably),—^if our American Brethren feel still, that they cannot abide by 
the Resolution that was brought up from the Committee, and which 
we adopted ivith nothing but verbal alterations, and if they must 
separate in consequence, they must not throw the heavy onus of 
causing it upon us. It is a serious thing to separate. 

Hon. and Rev. Baptist Noel. —I rise to order. None of our 
American Brethren have said a word to show, that it is their inten¬ 
tion to separate. 

Rev. Dr. Morison. —Dr. Olin was on that Committee. 

The Chairman. —I will explain. Dr. Morison referred to our 
American Brethren, as having said, that they could not go on at 
home, with the Resolution as it now stands, 

Hon. and Rev. Baptist Noel. —The discussion has seemed to 
me out of order. If Dr. Morison puts before the Meeting that 
the American Brethren have brought up a Re.solution, from which 
they mean to dissent, that necessitates an explanation from our 
American Brethren, and will involve us in a long discussion ; while 
nothing has yet been said to tliat effect. 

Rev. Dr. Morison. —If wc are to part, it must be on grounds 
such as shall not impeach Englishmen where they are not guilty. 
If our American friends take the ground, that, having passed the 
Resolution, they cannot act upon it, I have no objection to that: 
but then the reflection will be upon our American Brethren. 

Rev. Dr. S. H. Cox.—I do not rise to make a speech, but to ex¬ 
plain, because my most excellent and beloved Brother Morison— 
whom I expect to love more and more to all eternity,—Dr. Morison 
alleges, that we do not stand to what we made ourselves, [^Cries of 
“ No, No.”] That is my idea of the matter. But the history 
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of the case is this. We made the Resolution as far as the word 
“ means.” If you look at your papers, you will find that the sting 
of it is in the tail. We made the Resolution as far as the word 
“means,” when we were a separate American Committee. Our 
British Brethren sent out to our room, a document embracing the 
rest of the Resolution, and we, upon the principle of agonizing 
acquiescence, adopted it. Our honoured friend from Ireland, Mr. 
Justice Crampton, has only done us justice; and I now understand 
the propriety of the epithet of his office. He is "Justice" in that 
indeed. The words in question are, “ And in respect especially to 
the system of Slavery, and every other form of oppression in any 
country, the Alliance arc unanimous in deploring them as in many 
ways obstructing the progress of the Gospel, and express their con¬ 
fidence that no Branch will admit to membership Slaveholders, 
who, by their own fault, continue in that position, retaining their 
fellow men in Slavery from regard to their own interests.” All we 
did was, to receive the Amendment of our British Brethren, and 
to hook it on to out s, to make it rhetorically consist with our Resolu¬ 
tion ; but we did did not originate that part of the Resolution. 

Rev. Dr. MonisoN. —That is correct. 

Rev. Dr. S. II. Cox.—I do not wish to violate the common 
maxim: Slanto paclus. 

Rev. Dr. Oein. —I seem to have been misunderstood. I do not 
mean to throw blame upon any one. This Resolution was the 
result of a compromise which was made to come to an agreement. 
We trembled at the thought of introducing an obstruction, though 
1 protested against this Resolution from the first. I feel the most 
overwhelming conviction, that nothing can be done under it in 
America. I feel it would be looked upon as a want of confidence, 
if we were afraid to unbosom ourselves before our fathers here; 
and therefore I have spoken as you have heard me. We have not 
a suspicion with regard to one of the Brethren. We believe that 
every one would make a sacrifice to retain us; but we should have 
hard accounts to give, if we did not uncover our hearts before our 
Brethren. 

lion, and Rev. Baptist Noel. — I do not know whether any 
speeches of this sort can be made, after the Resolution has passed. 
But, if subsequent proceedings do not give to our American Breth¬ 
ren a full opportunity of unbosoming themselves, I think it will be 
detrimental to the Alliance, and unfair to them. Let us, therefore, 
at some future stage, hear everything that every American heart 
wishes to pour out. 

Rev. W. Bevan.— My opinion is, that such an opportunity will 
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not occur again. We must take care, however, that in opening' the 
door to such communications, we are not thrown out of the course 
of order. 

Rev. Dr. Bunting. —I rise merely to say, that I think there is 
a point at which this whole discu.ssion may, and probably must, 
come on again. That point is, after we have gone through the 
examination of the details under the head of "Organization.” 
The Original Motion, that this series be adopted, will certainly bring 
up this question in the minds of many of us—Whether, after hear¬ 
ing what we shall hear from American Brethren, an (Ecumenical 
Alliance can be formed in connection with the American Churches, 
if we stand on this Resolution. It may be our duty to move, that 
we revert to the principle of a British Alliance. That, indeed, 
would be the last thing which I could be brought to, even with tlio 
hope that our American Brethren would form a similar Alliance on 
such principles as they may think fit, and that we should hold such 
communion together as might be found practicable. I shrink from 
the very thought, after going so far, of giving up the beautiful idea 
of a European, American, and Continental Alliance. But I think 
the question will come up hereafter, fairly and properly. 

Rev. W. Bevan. —I think we may, technically, be a little out of 
course in receiving explanations from our American Brethren now: 
but I apprehend, Sir, that, before you put this Resolution, you will 
allow them an opportunity for the expression of their feelings ; and 
there may be this advantage in doing so—that some indication will 
thereby be furnished, as to the course to be taken in reference to 
the next point,—the question of “ General Organization." 

Hon. and Rev. Baptist Noel. —A Gentleman suggests, whether 
the discussion will not more properly come on, under the second 
proposition. No. III.? 

" That, in furtherance of the above plan, it be recommended, for the present, that 
a Branch be formed for each of the following districts, viz.;—The United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, exclusive of the British Colonies; the 
United States of America.” 

The question will then be raised, whether on this Basis, already 
established, a Branch shall be formed in America, or whether our 
American friends feel, that they cannot go forward on that Basis ? 

A Member. —^What is the Motion now before us? 

The Chairman. — It is, where the Resolution of Saturday 
evening should be placed ?—whether as No. I., under the head of 
Genenu Organization, or among the Miscellaneous Resolutions? 

S. E. Morse, Esq.—I wish to make a single remark with regard 
to the constitution of the Committee which reported on Saturday. 
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The American' Memhers were not tlie Representatives of the 
American Members of this Conference. They were not appointed 
by the American Members. They were appointed by the Con¬ 
ference ; and I believe I speak the sentiments of five at least of 
their number, who were utterly opposed to the introduction of the 
word “ Slavery,” or “ Slave-holding" into any Resolution, or into 
anything connected with this Alliance. 

Rev. A. D. Campbell. —I wish, on the part of myself and of 
my beloved Brethren in the Church of England, to prevent the 
impression from going abroad, that we, in reality, cordially agree in 
the Resolution adopted by the Conference on Saturday. I felt it 
was inconvenient to the Alliance, to have this subject of Slavery 
brought up in it at all; and 1 regret exceedingly the adoption of a 
Resolution strictly Anti-Slavery. 

The Chairman.— I cannot allow the merits to be discussed. 

Rev. A. D. Campbell. —^The only thing that will satisfy my 
mind is, to have the Resolution collocated as now proposed. It 
would be a matter of gratification to me, and of satisfaction to a 
large number of the Members of the Alliance, if it could disappear 
entirely from the face of our proceedings, (Cries of “No! no!") 
A Society, originating in the Alliance, though not formally con¬ 
nected with it, has been formed this morning for a special purpose : 
why could not a great Society—a great Evangelical Anti-Slavery 
Society, with a similar relation to the Alliance, be also originated ? 
Our American Brethren might thus go back to their country 
unfettered by the Resolution which we have adopted. I fear that, 
if the Resolution appears on the face of our proceedings, the eflfect 
will be to destroy the CEcumenical character of the Alliance. 

The Chairman. —I cannot allow any question to be raised as to 
the erasure, or obliteration from the records, of any act that has 
been performed. There may be a question as to the place in the 
records which it is to occupy : but stand it must. 

Rev. Dr. Bekcher. —I wish to make a few remarks, that our 
position may be understood. I felt extremely anxious to see this 
Alliance formed: but I confess, that, after the adoption of the 
Birmingham Resolution, I saw very great diflSculty in the way ; 
and, every day that I have attended this Conference, I have been 
more and more convinced of the obstacles to our forming such an 
Alliance. I could wish on that account, (and I early suggested the 
idea to some Members of this Conference) that we should have, not 
a General Alliance, but an Independent Alliance in each country 
whose represenlatives might meet from time to time; and, on 
Saturday, in the sitting of the large Committee of which I was a 
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Meintier, I repeated this idea. 1 am convinced, that it is the only 
practicable plan in present circumstances, and I believe it is the 
true way to a deep interest on the subject. I said all I could, in 
the Committee, to bring about such a coincidence of views as would 
enable us to work together. For that end I laboured hard, by 
suggesting one alteration after another in the various plans brought 
before us—in order to see, if we could not effect an agreement. 
As Dr. Cox has stated, we were unanimous in a Resolution which we 
presented to the English Brethren. They urged us to re-consider 
it; and, after a while, a proposition came down to us from them, 
which embraced the latter part of the Resolution finally submitted 
on Saturday. We did re-consider our portion of it. We laboured 
a long time upon this recommendation, and upon that suggestion. 
We did all we could to bring the whole Resolution into such a state 
as we thought would make it practicable. And, when we adopted 
it in its final shape, the only consideration that influenced us to 
vote for it, at least that influenced those who did vote for 
it (for I did not, though I sought to have it as unexception¬ 
able as possible), was the assurance, that the Alliance could not 
be formed, unless we yielded something, and that this was con.sidered 
the least which could be asked at our hands. What were we to do ? 
We all stood in amazement. We did not wish to be the means of 
preventing the formation of the Alliance,—even if, after it was 
formed, we could not go with it. I will venture to say, that there 
were not five, out of the twenty or twenty-five Americans upon the 
Committee, who conceded the point with entire good-will. We 
all felt, that the Resolution was injudicious; and we did regret beyond 
measure, that the subject of Slavery had been introduced here. It 
has been the ruin, as I fear, of the whole cause. If you go on 
upon this basis, the result, as it seems to me, will simply be, that 
you make it altogether an Abolition movement in. America. That, 
I dare say, some men have wished. I have not the least doubt, 
that there are some men in this Country from America, who would 
endeavour to move heaven, and earth, and hell, in order to bring 
about that state of things : but we do nut wish to have it so. I do 
not doubt that you could form, in America, in connexion with this 
Institution, on its present basis, an Alliance that would embrace 
some venerable Churches and excellent men : but I assert, without 
hesitation, that, in the present state of things, three-fourths of our 
Churches cannot go with it. I do not believe they will go with it. 
Look at the ground occupied by the American Board of Missions; 
a Society supported by the Congregationalists, by the New School 
Presbyterians, by the Old School Presbyterians, by the Dutch 
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Reformed Church, by the Lutheran Church, and by others. Look 
at the ground taken at their Meeting, last fall. It shows you pre¬ 
cisely, what the great majority of our Churches hold on this subject; 
and they will not be driven from it easily, or because you have 
pressed it. How can these Churches come into the Alliance, if 
formed on the Basis you recommend f I do not believe they will. 
We cannot form such an Alliance there, if it must have an Anti- 
Slavery character. Better for us to attempt forming independent 
Alliances, in England, and in other Countries, and to have a Union 
once in three or seven years. In this way you would avoid all 
these difficulties. 

Rev. Dr. Massik. —I think it important to state, that the 
English Brethren in the Committee had not read a line of the 
paper presented by the American Brethren, till they had come 
to the conclusion submitted to them, after very prayerful, anxious 
thought. I told them so at the time, that they might not suppose 
we wished to steal a march upon them. 

Rev. Dr, S. H. Cox.—We never supposed it. 

Rev. Dr. Massie. —We were desirous to get an independent 
deliverance first, and then to take into consideration their paper. 
They know, that their Brethren in the British portion of the Com¬ 
mittee, are men who love their American Brethren, and who sought 
to reconcile differences as far as they possibly could. But we felt, 
many of us at least, all through the matter, that the Alliance 
could be an (Ecumenical one, only by concessions from England, 
Ireland, and Scotland. From my own knowledge of my Brethren 
in Scotland, being a Scotchman myself, and from my intimate 
acquaintance with the Brethren of the Denomination to which I 
belong in England, I will say, that we have reached the limit of con¬ 
cession. It is utterly impossible, after the subject has been mooted 
here, for us to go back from that Resolution. It is perfectly 
impossible. We must leave;—we are prepared to leave now. 

The Chairman. —Dr. Massie had better not go into the question 
of withdrawment. What is done, cannot be undone. 

Captain Young. —I simply rise to ask, in consequence of the 
observation made, on tivo or three occasions, by the Chair,—whether 
there is a determination to resist any change upon what has been 
done .>* or, whether it is, in point of fact, incompetent to rescind or 
alter what has been done, even where there is a unanimous or 
general wish to do so ? There is a difference between the power to 
do so, and the will. 

The Chai RMAN —It has been said that Parliament is omnipotent; 
omnipotent to stultify itself, as well as to do anything else. On 
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the same principle, this Conference is omnipotent to undo what it 
has done. Physically, it is possible ; sensibly, I should say, not. But, 
until 1 have a Motion before the Chair, that the whole proceedings 
of Saturday be rescinded, I cannot allow the question to be opened. 

Rev. R. Eckett. —I ask you. Sir, whether it is competent for 
any Gentleman to make such a Motion, without the unanimous 
consent of the Conference ? 

The Chairman. —Wlien such a Motion is made, if made it be, 
which 1 do nut anticipate, it will then be for the House to deal 
with it. But, without a Motion, I cannot allow the Question to 
be discussed in speeches. 

Rev. Dr. Massie. —Our Brethren from America will, I think, 
give us credit for endeavouring to meet their feelings in Com¬ 
mittee; and I cun assure them, that we do not wish to take 
advantage of them, from the manner in which we submitted our 
proposition to them on Saturday. I think, too, that some of them 
will bear me witness, that I recommended them individually to be 
in no haste in coming to their conclusion. But I wish them also 
to see, that we too have our difficulties in the matter. I have con¬ 
scientiously, and in love to the Brethren, felt myself constrained to 
abstain from putting forth an argument in reference to the right of 
the negro, in order not to hurt the feelings of our Brethren; but let 
them not suppose, that we can stave off the predicament in which we 
are placed. An allusion, in the tone of complaint, has been made to 
the introduction, at this time, of the Question of Slavery. The 
Question was introduced at Birmingham,—and there it was made a 
test of admission. We have all convened on the knowledge of that 
fact; and, therefore, it has not been obtruded upon us here. As 
to the place which it should occupy in our documents, I do not 
argue on that point. We have been forced to bring it up here. I 
think, from the nature of the Organization ” proposed by our 
American Brethren, we anticipated difficulty in reference to the 
Question of Slavery, in our large preparatory Business Committee. 
We, in the paper, therefore, which we prepared, avoided anything 
like a condosion about the GBcumenical character of the Alliance: 
that point we left to this Meeting. It has introduced the C£cu- 
meni^ Question: and, if there be difficulty, it arises from what has 
taken place in the Conference itself, and not frcnn what was done 
by those who prepared for it. I should like to see the Alliance 
(Ecumenical. But let me say, that, as I believe there are many 
Churches in America that would join it if it were (Ecumenical, 
so I believe, that there are Christian Pastors in this City who 
would join the Alliance if it were not so. But 1 do not desire to 
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create division among Brethren. My own view is, that we should 
put off discussing this point, till we come to the question of organi¬ 
zation; and, then let us have the organization, such as will not 
interfere with the convictions of our American Brethren. 

Rev. Dr. Beaumont. —1 want to correct a mistake into which 
I have fallen. Our American Brethren, after having separated from 
the Committee, went to meet our English Brethren with the Re¬ 
solution as Dr. Cox had prepared it. 1 have stated, that the Resolu. 
tion, as brought up by Dr. Cox to the British part of the Committee, 
had been previously unanimously adopted by the American Brethren; 
but I have been told, that there were live that dissented in the 
Committee. 

Rev. J. M'Leod. —I have not troubled the Conference since ^1 
entered it, but therei are circumstances that make it desirable for 
me to offer one or two observations here. When this matter was 
brought up at Birmingham, I protested against its introduction. I 
then declared, that I saw no objection whatever, to the admission of 
our American Brethren who might be connected with Slavery. I 
had that mind then, and my conviction is a thousand times deeper 
now. I have seen enough of Slavery in the United States to de¬ 
test it: but 1 have seen enough of American Clergymen to love 
them. From my heart 1 deplore, with them all, that this Question 
has ever been mooted in this Alliance. I would just ask:—May 
not the suspicion enter the minds of those who feel keenest on the 
subject, whether the Alliance can be formed on a sound Basis, if 
such men as Drs. Cox, Baird, Olin, and others, are excluded from 
it.? We are told, that there are fifteen thousand Clergymen, and 
three millions of professing Christians, in America; and a Gentle¬ 
man, who knows the statistics of the case, here declares, that not 
one-fourth will join the Alliance, if it be formed as now proposed. 
Again; I question very much,—I would say it humbly,—but I 
question very much, whether this Conference is entitled to take up 
a position that would lead to such serious consequences. I appre¬ 
hend, that the parties assembled here to-day form but a very small 
fraction of those connected with the Evangelical Alliance. There 
are many hundreds throughout the country, with hearts set upon 
this Union, who are not represented here. I would sooner see a 
proposition, to send the Question before every Committee through, 
out the Country, and to take the opinion of every corresponding 
Member, before the ultimate decision was given. It is said, that 
many will leave the Alliance, if this Resolution be not adopted. I 
am strongly of opinion, that for every person that would be put out 
by it, there arc ten whom it would keep out. 

Rev. Dr. Ukwick —We were interrupted in the course of the 
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business, with the understanding, that it was to be the American 
Brethren alone who were to disburden their minds on this question. 

I think it would be wise to wait till they have done so, before we 
discuss their opinions. 

The Chairman (to the Rev. J. M'Leod).—You will profit by 
that hint. 

Rev. J. M'Leod. —For the last two days I have been anxious 
to express my opinion. I thoroughly sympathize with all that has 
been said by my American Brethren. Now that I have got my 
heart out, 1 am contented. 

Rev. W. Bevan. —I believe that this Meeting came to an under¬ 
standing, according to the suggestion of Mr. Noel/that it would 
receive communications from the American Brethren in reference 
to their position. We must do so, to enabib us to come to the 
business which lies before us. There was no compact, it is true, 
in the case ; but I do entreat the Conference to bear this in mind, 
that it did accede to the proposal to have this episode, before coming 
to the other business. , , 

After some further remarks from the Rev. J. M'Leod, who urged 
the importance of having the Resolution, if it could not be rescinded, 
placed at least, in a position as inoffensive as possible; and expressed 
his fears lest, after all, the end contemplated would not be gained ; 

Rev. Dr. Bunting rose and said.—I-must support the point of 
order raised by Mf. Bevan. We have resolved merely to collect 
evidence from our American Brethren ; and, after we have heard 
them, then we will determine what to do. 

A Member. —Is it understood, that we are now to hear our 
American Brethren? Many of us have remained, at great incon¬ 
venience, till the last day. We ought to hear them before we take 
another step. 

The Chairman. —An American Brother has caught my eye, and 
must be heard. 

Rey, Dr. Skinner.* —I voted for the report of the Commit¬ 
tee on Saturday evening, as. a sacrifice on the altar of peace. I 
came to this Country with a knowledge of the Birmingham Resolu¬ 
tion. I did not subscribe to that Resolution, though, when I 
arrived, I put my name to a document at Exeter Hall, which 
made no mention of Slavery. I felt, when I received the Resolution 
in America, that it was unjust, and an unwise interference in a 
matter that would jeopardize the interests of this Body. I came 
with that conviction: but I came with a feeling so strong on the 
subject of Christian Union, that I felt prepared to make a sacrifice; 

* The BcMiter is not certain as to this name. The Editor thinks it was Dr. 
Skinner, or Dr. Emory. 



ULEVEXTH «AY-MOHNING SESSION*. 


401 


and it was with that view that I voted for the report of the Com¬ 
mittee oil Saturday evening. I saw also, on coming to this Country 
the peculiar state of feeling on this subject; a state of feeling, to 
which I might apply the term rabid. It is so: but I will not 
enlarge upon that point. I saw that the Committee which acted 
in the matter, had interests at home to consult, such as we have in 
the United States. And these things led me to vote for the Reso¬ 
lution, as a measure of peace ; not because I thought it was in 
place,—not because I thought it right,—not because I thought it 
would subserve the interests of this Body. Having this conviction 
in regard to the impropriety of the Resolution itself, I appended my 
name to the remonstrance presented by Mr. Morse. (Cries of “ No, 
no.”) On farther reflection, however, as I had voted for the Resolu¬ 
tion, it seemed to me, that I should stand in an awkward position by 
doing both—iby signing the remonstrance, and voting for the Resolu¬ 
tion ; and for that reason I withdrew my name from the remonstrance. 
So far as I am concerned, I am ready to make the sacrifice on the 
altar of peace. I have no doubt that the personal feelings of nearly 
all the Brethren from the United States would lead them to make 
this sacrifice. But we are in the same condition with yourselves. 
We have interests to represent. If we form a Branch Society, we 
have a thousand interests to consult ; and I must be allowed to 
express my serious fears, that the Resolution which has been adopted 
will defeat our end. I hope it will not. I pray God that it may 
not. I .shall do every thing in my power, which I am sorry to say 
is little, to prevent such a result. • But I fear it cannot be prevented. 

1 fear there is so much national feeling, hostile to the interests of 
this Body, bound up with that Resolution, that I am afraid of the 
success of the measure in the United States. But my heart is in 
it. I feel that God has given us a season of Christian intercourse, 
which we shall remember in Heaven. I have become acquainted 
with Christians in the Established Church, with whom myWieart 
is united. I have heard from their lips words of truth—they have 
burned on my heart. I have listened to the different Denomina¬ 
tions of Dissenters represented in the Body, with deep interest, 
and great Christian edification. I pray God, that this cloud may be 
removed, and that we may yet see the bow of hope ; that my fears 
may be disappointed'; and that we may have the object of our 
wishes realized; in an Alliance to embrace England and her 
dependencies, - the Continent of Europe, and the Continent of 
America. I would do anything to promote it. I would sign a 
protest, or ivithdraw my name, or give my vote for the Resolution: 1 
would vote to rescind it (which I should prefer): but, if I cannot do 

D n 



402 


EVANGEI,ICAT, ALI-IANCE. 


that, I am willing to do anything—Christian and right—to ac¬ 
complish the end in view. I am willing to lay down my individual 
opinions ns a sacrifice to our common Brotherhood and our Christian 
Alliance. These are my views. 

Rev. E. N. Kirk. —We certainly have arrived at a new, and 
very critical point in this whole matter. 

S. E. Morse, Esq.—I wish to correct a wrong impression which 
Dr. Massie has made on many minds, with regard to the manner in 
which the American Brethren came to the Alliance. The Con¬ 
ference of Christian Brethren, from all parts of the World, which 
has just formed the Evangelical Alliance in this City, was con¬ 
vened on the invitation of the Committee of a smaller Conference, 
which held its first Meeting in Liverpool, in October last. The 
document of invitation sent out by the Liverpool Committee, con¬ 
tained the Doctrinal Basis, which has since been adopted, with some 
variations, as the foundation of the new Alliance ; but there was 
no allusion, in that document, to the subject of Slavery. On our 
arrival in London, to aid in forming the Alliance, most of us 
signed the following paper:— 

“ Heartily desirous of promoting the great object contempluted by the proposed 
Evangelical Alliance, and approving of the Doctrinal Basis and principles con¬ 
tained in the accompanying document, I consent that my name be enrolled 
as a Corresponding Member.” 

The “ document ” referred to in this paper, was the document to 
which we have already alluded, and it made no mention of Slavery. 
At the same time, the attention of must of us was directed to a 
separate paper, of which the following is a copy:— 

‘‘PROtOSED EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE. 

“ PROVISIOSAL COKMirtBa. 

“ Extraett of the Minutes of the lA>ndon IHvision, Jxily 7th, and July 21s<, 1846. 

“ ReMlred—That American Brethren, on their election as Foreign Corresponding 
Members, be enrolled as such, on their signature being attached to the form 
already adopted in English Members; at the same time directing their 
spedal attention to the Resolution on Slavery, adapted at the Aggregate 
Meeting at Birmingham, with reference to their individual concern in the 
tame. 

" Resolved—^That the Minute wiUi respect to Slaveholding, adopted at the Bir¬ 
mingham Agg''<>£ste Meeting, be put before Brethren, who may come to the 
August Confcren<», from all Countries whose Governments tolerate the 
pracUce in question among their subjects. 

“ Resolution adopted at the Meeting of the Aggregate Committee at Birmingham, 
March 31 sf, 1846, and following days. 

“ That, while this Committee .deem .it unnecessary and inexpedient to enter into 
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any question at present on the subject of Slaveholding, or on the difficult 
circumstances in which Christian Brethren may be placed in Countries where 
tire law of Slavery prevails ; they are of opinion, that invitations ought not to 
he sent to individuals, who, whether by their own fault, or otherwise, may be 
in the unhappy position of holding their fellow-men as Slaves.” 

We understand, that some of our British Brethren are under the 
impression that we have subscribed an approval of these Resolutions. 
This is a mistake. The document we approved and subscribed, 
was the document contained in the Doctrinal Basis. These Re- 
.volutions were on a separate paper, to which the attention of 
most of us was directed: but we were iM)t required to subscribe 
them, or approve them. We could not approve them. INIost of us 
made our verbal protest against them. We regarded them a.s highly 
objectionable, and particularly for the following reasons:— 

1. They were irrelevant to the matter in hand. They had no¬ 
thing to do with the proper object of the Alliance. The Alliance 
is a Union, for purposes exclusively religious, of Evangelical Chris¬ 
tians who agree in the great doctrines of the Gospel. Slavery is 
a creature of the law; and, although it draws great moral evils in 
its trail), and we are all heartily opposed to it, and ready in any 
proper way to promote its removal, we do not think that the subject 
comes within the province of this Alliance. 

2. The Resolutions came too late. The original card of invita¬ 
tion, with no allusion in it to Slavery, was widely circulated and 
extensively acted on by Ecclesiastical Bodies in America, soon after 
it was issued ; and many who accepted it had crossed the At¬ 
lantic, before they met with the Birmingham Resolution. As this 
Resolution, if adopted by the Alliance, would change its whole 
character, and exclude, not only Christian Slaveholders, but the 
great body of evangelical Christians in the non-slaveholditig States 
of America, who are in Christian communion with them,—it should 
have been adopted, if adopted at all, before the invitation was sent. 
It was too late to do it afterwards. 

3. The first of the London Resqiutions is offensive to us as Ame¬ 
ricans. Why the wholly needless specification of “ American 
Brethren,” in connexion with Slavery? Why was it not said at 
once, “ Brethren from all the Countries whose Governments tole¬ 
rate Slavery?” Why the prominence given to America in this 
matter ? If we did not know that our British Brethren are inca¬ 
pable of intending to offend us,—if we had not received explana¬ 
tions, which convince us that the London Committee, when they 
passed their second Resolution, intended to correct that which would 
be deemed objectionable by Americans in the first, and that it was only 
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through inadvertence, that the first Resolution was allowed to re¬ 
main in its present shape,—we should feel constraine'd to express our 
regret in strong language. As it is, we have only to rejoice that 
the matter admits of such explanation. 

4. The Birmingham Resolution is calculated " to wound Ihe feel¬ 
ings of unoffending Christian Brethren in the Slaveholding States, 
and to retard the abolition of Slavertf." 

If Christian Brethren—placed (in the terms of the Resolution) 
“ by no fault of their own,” in an “ unhappy position," involving 
strong temptations and severe trials—nevertheless conduct them¬ 
selves worthily, they merit, on that account, in our view, the 
sympathy of their fellow Christians; and, especially, of those 
«-ho are sincerely seeking the removal of the great evil from 
which their temptations and trials arise. This is not the time 
to enquire, whether the American Churches have, or have not, 
all done their duty in regard to this subject ; but there seems to 
us to be a singular impropriety in singling out such Brethren 
for the stigma of exclusion from Christian fellowship. In their 
“ difficult circumstance.s,” they need the encouragement and support 
of the counsels and prayers of their fellow Christians; and, if 
Slavery is ever to be abolished in the Southern States of America, 
we need such men to take the lead in the movement. There is in these 
circumstances, in our view, weighty reason, not for non-intercourse, 
hut for closer Christian union. It is well known to us, that many 
Christian Slaveholders are, in their principles and feelings, entirely 
opposed to Slavery ; and are prepared to make all the efforts and 
sacrifices in their power for the removal of the evil, as soon as prac¬ 
ticable. But it ought to be known to our European Brethren, that 
Slavery cannot at once be atmlished in any State of the American 
Union, except by the Legislature of that State ; that the citizens 
of non-slaveholding States can only act on the subject by moral 
influence, and that this influence is to be exerted chiefly on and 
through Christians in the Slaveholding community. It is because 
we have great confidence in tfae.,piety and intelligence, and in the 
constantly increasing numlier of godly men in the Slaveholding 
States, that we look with increa.sing hope for the entire removal of 
American Slavery. We deeply sympathise with these Brethren 
nn,der the heavy responsibilities they are called to bear. Our duty, 
no less than our Christian affection, impels us to maintain intimate 
relations with them •, and we could not, without a grievous offence 
against the best hoftes of religion and humanity in the South, as 
well as against our own consciences, consent to any action which 
would imply a want of a Christian confidence in them, or which 
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might endanger our amicable and fraternal relations with this portion 
of the American Church. 

Three or four American Brethren rose to address the Assembly, 
but the Chairman called on Mr. Kirk. 

Rev. Dr. S. H. Cox.—For the sake of the two hemispheres, and 
of all coming ages, of earth, and of heaven, I beg you to have all 
the patience you can with America. I ask you, at an appropriate 
time, to let me speak; for I have not yet spoken on the subject 
of Slavery. 

Rev. E. N. Kirk. — I am ashamed to speak, when there 
are other Brethren who are anxious to express themselves. The 
document presented by Mr. Morse has noiv precluded the neces¬ 
sity of my saying some of the things on my mind. There is one 
very general impression, which, if I rightly observe, has lieen made on 
the minds of this Assembly; and which I wish, in the first place, as far 
os I can, to remove. A great deal that has been said by our American 
Brethren has left the impression, that we are all together involved 
in this matter of Slavery. Now, I am as clear of it as any man on 
this floor. I feel that I am, us a man, and as a Christian, as much 
touched at heart by all man-stealing, the shackles, and all the rest of 
it, as any other man on this floor. It is not, then, from the 
wounding of personal feelings, or of national feelings (intensely as 
I love my country) that I rise to speak. It is simply as being, in 
the Providence of God, in a position which other Brethren do not 
occupy, that I rise to speak. It is not to bring this Assembly to a 
decision ; for He who searches my heart, knows that, in the present 
position of things, I would not dare to decide any assembly. 
I would let the issue rest with Him to whom it belongs. The 
glorious chariot-wheels were rolling on; a stone has been laid 
before them ; God knows who has done it; and let God take 
account thereof. I wish simply to say this:—when these general 
expositions are given of American Slavery, 1 wish all British 
Brethren would understand this general fact; that the system 
of Slavery, philosophically considered, morally considered, is 
altogether wrapped up in Codes of Laws of independent States, 
south of the great line which we call Masson's and Dixon’s. We, 
in the Northern States, all north of that line, have no more to do 
with the independent legislation of those States than with that of 
Great Britain. All the power I have, residing in Boston, is to pray 
against it, and to speak against it. For one, I was a Member of 
the Abolition Society when it began. I withdrew—I now stand 
apart from the Abolition Society, and I am going to the bar of God 
to give in my reason for doing so. When the Abolition movement 
began, remonstrance on remonstrance came in. The cry continually 
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was,—“ Conduct this movement in a Christian spirit, on C'hristian 
principles.” When 1 left, and others left with me -(perhaps we 
were mistaken—hut we claimed the right of thinking for ourselves) 
we thought we saw a departure from Christian principle, and 
we abandoned the Abolition movement: but only as an outward 
movement. I wish that distinctly to be understood. We believed 
it was not right, indiscriminately to censure all kinds of men who 
might, by circumstances, be connected with the institution of 
Slavery. We would not lend ourselves to it. Now, in intro¬ 
ducing this article, in the first place, you depart from the principle 
of the Alliance. What are you doing? Two things:—You are 
legislating for the American Churches by your Constitution. But 
you are not in a position to do so. It is a most indelicate thing for 
you to do so. The American Churches understand their position; 
and, if you have not confidence in us, send us home ! Break from 
us!—Say, “We cannot form an Alliance with you, because you 
cannot vote on the Slavery question with ns. You are a set of 
man-stealers I” Say so, openly .and boldly ! and we will give 
you credit for charity: though we will not think that “ it 
believeth all things and hopeth all things." Again, you are under., 
taking to be disciplinarians. To exercise discipline is the most 
difficult thing that any body can undertake; but you are under¬ 
taking to go and sift out the wheat from the chaff. To my mind 
that is an absurdity. If you will look at it, yo:> will see, that this 
is a Body which cannot legislate on this difficult subject, and become 
a disciplinarian Body. It has appeared to me that your difficulties 
are two-fold. With these I sympathize. You feel that if you do 
not take some action, you will be ridiculed. 1 have no doubt that 
many of the British Brethren feel that as a pressure. You say,— 
“ Brethren out of doors will think we are shaking hands with 
Slaveholders!” 1 sympathize with that fully. If I had not seen 
the working of Slavery, I should feel in the same way as the 
strongest Abolitionist. That man who has never seen the working 
of Slavery ; never seen a “ pious Slaveholder,"—a word I expect 
to see held up, and I repeat it,—the man that has never seen a 
piou.s Slaveholder, I can understand, why he thinks it a thing 
impos-sible. I sympathize with him; yet there can be such a thing. 
Let any man take care how he denies it, because there are Slave- 
hglders dear to Jesus Christ, 'fhat cuts deep, and some remarks 
made on Saturday night, cut deep too. Then, not to detain you, 
there is a national aspect of this question. Is this Conference, in 
grave deliberation, prepared to take that, in all its consequences ? 
I have not said, I will withdraw. I do not know what my position 
will bring upon me in my own country; nor do I care; for only 
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show me that the Alliance does right, only make iny conscience 
feel that, and I pledge myself to go with you. But you must 
carry my conscience. If it is right to risk the consequences, I will 
run that risk. But I wish to state thi.s, nut as an American, not 
with a view to exert undue influence, not as an appeal to your 
sympathies; but, as a Member of the Alliance, I wish to throw 
out this view. The question before us has a National aspect. 
To politicians it will have a National aspect. The document just 
read by Mr. Morse, presented the thing exactly. I am not 
speaking of pious Christians. I am speaking of political dema¬ 
gogues ; and they will take the matter up, and use it, till they have 
formed, for instance, a great Anti-Factory Society. Now, Sir, 
there is a conscience in America on that subject. There they be¬ 
lieve, that there is a horrible Slavery connected with your factories. 
(Cries of “ No ! no!’’) I believe the result in that country will be, 
the getting of an Association connected with factories, and they 
will send traitors to brand your country upon that head. Then there 
are those who have been denouncing the use of wine, because 
they believe it keeps up drunkenness in the country. You will 
have branch after branch, section after section, organized to assail 
you on these and other evils. You have only begun the introduc¬ 
tion of ism. Mr. Hinton and Dr. Alassie feel conscientious upon 
the subject. There are a hundred and fifty consciences in this 
room. I do not know what the end of this matter may be. 

Some discussion followed, as to whether it was necessary for the 
speaker to enter at such length into the question. In this dis¬ 
cussion, the Revs. W. Bevan, George Osborn, W. M. Bunting, and 
Hon. and Rev. B. W. Noel took a part. 

The Chairman. —Circumstances are now somewhat changed. 
I have received notice of Motion to rescind the Resolution of 
Saturday. When that Motion is heard, it will be legitimate fully 
to discuss the question. I think our friends therefore need not, 
at present, enter upon it at any length. 

Hon. and Rev. Baptist Noel. —When will that Motion come on? 

The Chairman. —Do not let it be pressed just now. 

The Rev. E. N. Kirk. —I will be very brief in alluding to two 
aspects of the question. There is the utter impossibility of touch¬ 
ing, or safely touching, this subject. It is one of the most difficult, 
one of the most delicate, that can be brought before us, just in this 
light. If it were to consist with the design of this Alliance, if it 
would not involve a departure from that grand and glorious object of 
Union which we have come to promote, both of my hands would 
be lifted up,—if that would tend to break up the system of Slavery. 
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But it seems to me, that you are launching out to sea, without 
chart, compass, guide, or even seamen ; you have no information on 
which to touch the subject with safety ; you gratify the feelings of 
a few, but you give pain to many in America; and you will condemn 
good men, and shield bad men. There are three classes of men, in 
connexion with this question, in America. There are the Pro- 
Slavery men, that love the system for its own sake, for lust or for 
money. Again, there are, I have no doubt, members of Churches, 
that before God are sinners, in loving to hold their fellow men in 
bondage ; for I hold every man is a sinner who loves the doctrine 
of the right of property in man; and there are many, nut a large 
class, that ejr animo condemn the principle, but from conscientious 
motives hold the man. Now it was said—they are all wrong. 
Pause a moment. A man who judges that he ought to hold a 
slave, may be wrong in principle; but he may be right in heart. 
Professor Howe had a Negro who was hired from another man. 
That Negro Imcame attached to him ; and he came and said, that 
his master was going to sell him. Professor Howe went, and 
mortgaged his library above the value, in order to keep him there by 
his parents. Professor Howe may have judged wrong. Will he be 
condemned by the Alliance as to heart, motive, intention } No ! 
I say its sacred shield ought to be thrown around him. Ought he 
to be classed with the men that would bring a scandal on his pious 
name. Vou cannot say anything of the kind. But the wicked 
slaveholder will shield himself behind your Resolution. You will 
throw us into this painful position at home. I do nut know how 
many can go back, and act safely in the matter. But this is the 
point. Suppose I go back to Boston, and, having signed the Reso¬ 
lution, begin to act upon it. I believe that as it follows me, and I 
am known to have signed it, I shall have diminished my power to act 
against Slavery. There are two ways of acting. Here are men 
holding slaves. Are you coming to them to cru.sh them into 
abandoning the practice, or are you going to persuade them to abandon 
it ? One of these two ways you must adopt. What kind of action 
will best prevail.' Suppose we were opposed to the British system 
of the habit of drinking wine, shall we come and call you all the 
hard names we can, and arouse u sentiment to try and crush you 
into abandoning it ? Is it not better to have an open heart, than to 
shut that heart against us ? Is it not the old fable repeated ? Is 
the* wind in its fury more likely to make you throw olf the coat ? 
Or is the sun with its mild beams more calculated to effect the 
object ? The simple question that divides Ultra-Abolitionists and 
true, wise Aliulitionists is,—whether you are going to act inde- 
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pendently of the Slaveholder, or to convince him of the necessity 
of altering the laws? You are throwing yourselves into the class 
of Ultra-Abolitionists upon the question. 

The Rev. W. Livesey. —I feel impelled, by a conscientious 
necessity, to obtrude myself for a few moments on this Meeting. 

I have not, during the whole Conference, occupied a minute of your 
time by any remarks ; but, though 1 have been silent, I have felt 
as much, as intensely, as any of my Brethren, I came here 
honoured with no title of distinction, and I have but slight claim 
either to your attention or patience. Still I am the representative 
of a Conference of one hundred Ministers, embracing within its 
bounds thirteen thousand Church Members, who have looked upon 
this Meeting with a deep interest, and who unanimously appointed 
me as their delegate, before it was distinctly understood that I 
could not act in that capacity. That Conference is as thorough an 
Abolitionist Conference, as there is in America. There is not, 
probably, a single Member in that Conference, who is not a genuine 
Anti-Slavery man ; and yet, if the whole matter, as it has come up 
here, had been known by that Conference, they would not have 
been represented in this Assembly. I am therefore exceedingly 
afflicted ; and I cannot say, with Dr. Olin, that, after sleeping over 
the matter, it comes upon me this mcrning with increasing concern ; 
for I cannot say that I have slept at all. The agonies of my heart 
have been too intense to permit me to sleep, from the fearful ap¬ 
prehension of the conseque^c‘8 that will result from the course 
taken on this question. That it is an interference with a matter 
irrelevant to the object which has called us together, has, I think, 
been fully established. I will not further refer to it: but 1 feel 
myself, and the Conference to which I belong, implicated by some 
of the statements which were made. It was stated, that there is a 
large body of Abolitionists in America, who have no representatives 
in this Conference. It was distinctly so stated, in reference to the 
Garrisonian Abolitionists. Now it may be important for this 
Conference to know, that the Garrisonian Abolitionists are not a 
large class. They are exceedingly few ; and their views and 
representations on the subject are not deemed, by the Anti.Slavery 
party in the United States, to be worth refuting. But if the 
statement I refer to means, that the organized Abolitionism, 
or Anti-Slavery party, or the unorganised Abolitionism of America, 
(apart from the Garrisonian party) is not represented, then 
I say, that they are >dl here represented. There is a term used 
in our Country that is not fully understood in Great Britain. The 
term “ Abolitionism ” baa become definite. It signifies, with us, a 
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class of men, who believe the doctrine, that Slaveholding, under all 
circumstances, in all lands, at all times, and in all places, is sin 
per se ; and that the Slave is justified in using any available means 
in securing his liberty. This is the view which the Garrisonian 
party takes. It is to that view that the term “ Abolitionism ” is, 
with us, applied. When that sentiment was adopted, proclaimed 
and advocated, a great portion, a large body of men, withdrew from 
the Abolition Society, and organized themselves under the term of 
Anti-Slavery. These persons believe, and advocate the doctrine, 
that Slaveholding, which recognises the right of property in man, 
is sin ; but that the relation does exist, in a great many instances, 
in which that principle is denied, and where its existence is not a 
matter of choice, but one of necessity and virtue. I say, necessity 
and virtue ; from a principle of pure benevolence, from as large and 
genuine a compassion to the Slave as ever glowed in the heart of 
any man. Now such an Abolitionist, or Anti-Slavery man, I pro¬ 
fess to be. I am connected with that organization ; I have acted 
with it since 1835 ; and I have never withdrawn my name, or 
profession, or influence from that organization ns such. I claim to 
be the representative of the Anti-Slavery party in the United 
States, that are in sentiment, and in principle, opposed to Slavehold¬ 
ing. There was another statement madi; here, which was not only 
offensive, but exceedingly painful, to me. It was stated by the 
Seconder of the Resolution, that no Anti-Slavery man could go, 
and reside in a Slave State any leng|h of time, without being con¬ 
taminated by that abominable system. I felt myself reproached in 
that assertion. I should feel myself unworthy of the nation that 
gave me birth, unworthy of the land of my adoption, if I could not 
repel that insinuation. Sir, I have lived in the South ; I have 
been there long enough to see Slavery in its practical operation ; 
I have seen it iti its milder and fiercer aspect; and I have seen 
nothing in Slavery which has not enhanced my abhorrence of the 
system, and of the evils connected with it. Its name is " Legion,” 
for they are many. But in going to the Sonth, and in seeing the 
practical operations of Slavery, I have seen persons connected 
with the system, for whom the charities of my heart have been 
moved. I have seen individuals who, from the circumstances in 
v/bich they were placed, were uncontrollably associated with it, 
apd were under the necessity of either remaining there, and 
retaining the relation, or of violating the commands of the Almighty. 
With a conscientious regard to the best interests of the Slaves, and 
with a conscientious regard to the Word and Authority of God, 
they have sustained their relation over these individuals, for the 
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purpose of availing tliemselves of the power which the laws gave 
them, to protect their Slaves, whom they would not have sold or 
injured. 

I saw this when I was in the South; and I returned from it with 
great hatred to Slavery, but with great kindness and tenderness to 
many of the Brethren who are involved in it. It is not the system, 
—it is not the wicked Slaveholders, that we wish to save; but it 
is men that are sustaining the relation, under the most painful cir¬ 
cumstances, and enduring it at great personal sacrifice, whom we 
wish not to have condemned ns Men-stealers, and worse than 
common thieves. That illustration about sheep-stealing grated 
hard upon my feelings. If a sheep is in my possession that be¬ 
longs to another man, my having it is not proof positive that 
I stole the sheep; but it is the circumstances under which it 
came into my possession, and my retention of it, that determine 
my conduct. It is a begging of the question—it is a taking for 
granted what requires proof—and proof that cannot be adduced 
by the laying down of an abstract principle. The course that has 
been pursued in bringing this matter before the Conference, and 
urging it to this issue, has been one of the most painful circum¬ 
stances which has ever met me since I have known anything 
of the love of Christ. This Resolution has given the baptism to 
this Conference of a great Anti-slavery movement. Who that be¬ 
comes a Member of this Alliance, can now go to a Southern State, 
and have access to preach tl\p Go.spel to the slave It is as elFec- 
tual a barrier to his effort to do them good, as if he were tied hand 
and foot. I may add, that the interest felt on the subject of this 
Alliance, of this Christian Alliance, has had a powerful effect in 
quieting the American mind under the difficulties that have recently 
existed between the two Countries. And, if this subject is suffered 
to divide the Church, to separate the Church of Christ in America 
from the Church of Christ in Great Britain, it will sever the 
most sacred tie between the Countries, and the results may be tre¬ 
mendous. I do hope, if this Resolution cannot be rescinded, 
it will, at least, be placed in a position such as to leave it possible, 
though I do not see, I do not know, how, to keep up the organiza¬ 
tion. If it can be so disposed of as to give us the opportunity of 
consummating the Alliance, it will be one of the happiest results to 
the world. 

Rev. Dr. S. H. Cox. I am very sorry to speak so much, but 1 
have not spoken on this subject at all; and I assure you, that a 
high sense of duty constrains me to make a proposition, for the pur. 
pose of meeting the exigency. Ever since I have believed in 
Christ, I have believed that the Church was one j and I have 
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been a Christian Unionist, just because I have been a Christian. 
I have never changed from that time, except from strength to 
strength; and so I expect to go on to all eternity. We have desired 
and done hundreds of things to effect this Union in America. Dr. 
Schmucker, who has known me a third of a century, knows how 
many efforts we have made to get Christians united—to get 
Christians to recognise Christians; and, when your proposition 
came over the Atlantic to us, our souls blessed God and took cour¬ 
age. We have met with opposition; we have met American igno- 
ranee and prejudice ; we have done all that we can to fight for 
that great cause which has brought us here. Now, we believe, 
that you also. Brethren, love God and man. We have no doubt 
of it; we love you dearly. We have no doubt of your piety ; 
but we believe, that,—for want of understanding the facts and 
relations of the case, and for want of applying to it this grand 
text, (almost the only one that does apply to it,) “ The wisdom 
which is profitable to direct,”—^yoii are about to legislate without 
that wisdom, and to set up tactics fur ns, of which the oi>eratiun will 
be to strengthen our enemies, to weaken our friends, and to make 
the progress of emancipation, in the United States, to pay court to 
mistake fur half a century to come. We cannot explain our posi- 
tion so as to make you understand it. I am sure of that. But, in 
that case, what ought you to do ? Von ought to have confidence in 
us. You ought to have confidence in almost one hundred men, 
who have come from America, who have no Imnd of union but the 
love of Heaven, and no motive to misrepresent the truth. There 
is not a Pro-slavery man among us. As we love Christ, we love 
human nature. We are levellers, without being destructives. We 
want to lift up the emancipated to the nobility of Heaven. That is 
the only levelling system we adopt and believe in. Now, if you 
could let us go and form an American Branch of the CEicumenical 
Alliance, I believe it would remove the difficulty. You see 
through a magnifying glass. You have here an Anti-slavery Body 
as complete, os conscientious, as exists anywhere. It would be 
impossible for us, when we form the American Branch, to league it 
with Slavery. I believe we shall have no practical difficulty on 
the point; while, in this case, your influence will be like that of the 
sun, expanding the heart, and helping the cause of the friends of 
man. We have studied in America, for a great while, the proper 
tactics of the Anti-slavery movement. We are all increasingly con¬ 
vinced of this—that the movement is resolvable into two classes; 
one of violence; with brawling denunciation, sordid blackguardism, 
and blasphemy connected with it. For there are some who are 
Anti-slavery men, Anti-Bible men, Anti-Oovenunent men; and I 
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would rather die than be in fellowship with them. All the men I 
know on this floor would take the same position with myself. 
What is the other way which wisdom has found out It is the 
way of light and love, patience and prayer. It is the soft blow 
that breaks the stone. It is the whisper of love that reaches the 
conscience. We have seen how it goes on; and we are so unalter¬ 
ably bent upon that mode, and that mode alone, of influencing our 
Brethren in favour of emancipation, that we never can consent to 
any other. And now let me say, that, if you send us home with 
this rider on your Acts of Parliament, you will destroy our influence. 
It is in vain to go for distinct American and British Alliances, with¬ 
out an (Ecumenical Bond. I believe it will be an advertisement 
of failure at which our enemies %vill laugh. The infidel will make 
sport of us, and we shall lose more than we could ever have gained. 
I think, for myself and for my Brethren, that we are not afraid to 
to do our duty. The question is—what is that duty } And on that 
point we have a conscientious conviction. Allow me to say, that, 
in America, the state of society is without parallel in universal his¬ 
tory. With all our mixtures, there is a leaven of heaven ; there is 
goodness there; there is excellent principle there. I really believe, 
that God has got America within anchorage, and that, upon that 
arena. He intends to display his prodigies of grace for the millennium. 
I trust in God it is so. But there are two other elements which 
we have to meet. First, the chief clement—let me say it without 
any ill-willone of the things that tries us most, is Church and 
State. We have difficulties arising from the Papists, and paupers, 
and ignoramuses, who come to our Country, and have not the half 
of a penny when they land. I never forget them, however. If it 
is said;—“ They are Papists," I say, “ They are men; treat them 
kindly." When the elections, however, come round, and the votes 
have to be taken, they get to be wonderfully patriotic, and in mul¬ 
titudes they are bought and sold. And, in this way, corrupt men 
come to Congre.s8 to misrepresent the Americans. 

Brother Binney has told you what he saw at Astor Mouse: but, 
let me tell you, that, if he had looked into the basket of the boy whom 
he described, he would have seen “ Dickens's Notes of America," 
“ Eugene Sue,” and such things—emanating from the moral fecu¬ 
lence of the press of London, and brought in to corrupt us. And, 
if he had asked who that boy was, he would probably have found, 
that he was a British pauper, or come from Paris, or some part of 
Europe. When we are injured by these things, you ought not to 
increase the ditticulty. Now, when we go home, what will be the 
course pursued by the press ? Remember that there are more News- 



414 


EVAKGELICAL ALLIANCE. 


papers printed in the United States than in the whole world besides. 
The people all read Newspapers. They have a national feeling, 
sometimes on the wrong side. And the press will need no better 
text for homilies against you and us, than anything which they can 
construe into a piece of treason. “These gentlemen,” they will 
say, “being traitors to their own country, have gone to Great 
Britain to originate an Anti-slavery revolution, under the name of 
an Evangelical Alliance.” They will say that, and we shall have 
to meet it ; and, if it is necessary, I will go and meet it. Wo 
understand matters as you do not, because we have looked at them. 
In New York there is not only not a slave, but wc are revising our 
constitution; and I have presented two Anti-slavery documents 
to the men who are employed on it, urging them to give the 
coloured men equal suffrage. I am ready to do so again. There, I 
think, 1 am known as an Anti-slavery man; and, if I know myself, 

I shall never be anything else, so long as I live. I bear the name 
of my great grandfather, Hanson, who had slaves; and, long before 
Wilberforce’s name was heard, with the Bible before him, he called 
his slaves together and set them free. The lawyer could not make 
out the emancipation documents for a week, and, all that time, by 
law, he was a Slaveholder. Now, there are hundreds and thousands 
of cases, where the positive relation of law exists; and if we should 
undertake to denounce these men as thieves, sheepstealers, or the 
like, the American nation would rise and destroy us. Americans are 
independent; Americans are high-minded ; and their piety ])artakes 
of the ideas of the men. On that account, they will not bear to be 
insulted; and, if politicians can say we insult them, we lose all 
influence with them. It is not long. Sir, since I w.as mobbed,— 
having been first slandered, and made so heinous, that I was an 
abomination to all, and no one would take me in. My house was 
mobbed, broken to pieces, and filled with brickbats. I had to fly 
with my family to a peat moss on Long Island. I only allude to 
these things to show what may come to pass. We are afraid to 
go back, and to make a storm for nothing. I'hey will say, “ You 
allowed the Evangelical Alliance to be formed with a Anger point- 
ing to one spot of the universe,—to one sin, without reference to 
any other nation. Are there nut nuisances in London that you 
ought to have complained of ? ” That is what they will say ; 
and, if they say so, and the nation rises against it, our Alliance 
is impossible; the Churches will say, “We cannot join it." Now, 
if yon will allow us to go, and not prescribe any test,—we believe 
the American Branch of this Alliance would do much to emanci¬ 
pate the slaves; I believe it with all my heart. On that point, 
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allow me to say two things. I believe Slavery is a doomed system, 
—doomed in heaven, and doomed on earth. 1 believe Christ will 
take it away, as sure as He brings the Millennium, or fulfils the 
promise, that the glory of God shall cover the earth. The second 
is, that the Churches there are in favour of emancipation and free¬ 
dom. When I went to the church of which I am pastor, now nine 
years ago, my whole congregation was different from what it is 
now. They had not been used to hear Slavery confessed as a sin in 
their prayers. Though former pastors did not, I put Slavery in pub¬ 
lic prayer with infidelity. Sabbath-breaking, intemperance, and all 
manner of iniquity, and preached about it too. And I do not 
know any man that dares to move a tongue, or to refute it. I know 
that the tone of the jiress, that of the pulpit, and that of public feeling 
are changing in favour of universal emancipation. If you were to 
send us a letter in a kind spirit, remonstrating about it, urging us 
to exert our influence against it, we would receive it in a brotherly 
way. We should receive power to do things, which you will pre¬ 
vent us from doing by adopting any other measures. If 1 am to 
go home, and the wicked there are to tell me and my Brethren, 
“You have gone on a fool’s errand, and are come back without 
doing anything goodI shall feel, that, instead of being brought 
forward in our Union, we are thrown back for a great length of 
time. But, if you will allow us to go back without embarrassment, 
we will bring in all the coloured people that belong to the Churches, 
who wish to come in. We will patronize their coming in. You 
shall hear from us in respect to it. But, if you will send us away 
with difficulties which we cannot cope with, we cannot act at all. 

I cannot conclude without asking you to look at this fact, that you 
are making laws for one Branch, while you are making none for 
others. As Mr. Kirk has said, we have some hobbies in America; 
and, while we have seen souls drifting on intemperance to hell, we 
have been taught, by God’s providence, the grandeur of the 
Temperance Reformation. If I had no other reason for total 
abstinence, I have this—my example to prevent others being 
ruined. But there are a great many Brethren there, who are 
for intruding their temperance tests into the Alliance. There 
is that word in the Greek Testament, aXXorg/9i(r/«xo:r»f, which I 
will Ij-anslate, “ a bishop travelling out of his Diocese.” We have 
a principle in theology, and in ethics, and in good manners, which 
may Im expressed in that word. It means, that “ Our duties grow 
out of our relations.” I once heard of a man, in the <aty of New 
York, who out of his window saw a boy acting improperly. Said 
he, “It is important that that boy should be whipped.” The 
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man, therefore, walked across the street, and whipped the boy. 
But, presently, the cries of the boy brought bis father. “What 
right," asked he, “had you to touch my son?” And so the 
boy’s father whipped the neighbour in return, and sent him 
home. On which the man said, that “it was what he deserved, 
for he bad no right to whip the boy: if he needed to be. 
whipped, it should have been done by his father.” Now tve 
choose to reserve all the whipping of America for ourselves. And, 
if you let us alone, we will do it in love,—as my father used to 
say when he whipped me. But we do not want whips im}M)rted 
from Great Britain or the Continent. And, as to some of our 
good Brethren, who have told us what they have heard of Slavery,— 
we can tell them more than they can tell us ' The earth groans 
with it ; Heaven and earth will soon void it together. But let 
our part be done wisely; if done at all. I cannot conclude with, 
out adverting to the case of Mr. Gordon. He is a Presbyterian 
Minister, and lives in Kentucky,—a Slave State that is a border 
State, and is deeply inoculated with the healthy matter of Anti, 
slavery. I believe that man is a man of God. There is not a 
man who knows him, and who knows what piety is, that doubts 
it. Dr. Humphrey knows him well, although he belongs to a 
different Church; and the opinion of all in the Cliurches that 
know Mr. Gordon is the same. I know no man that goes to 
the hearts of the coloured people as he does. But he has, I 
will say, the misfortune of standing in the law-relation of a 
slaveholder to nine human beings. Some of these are inter, 
married with the slaves of other planters, and that is often the 
case. If he were to set them free, he would have to separate 
husbands and wives, and to send them out of the State ; and, though 
they love freedom, they love their relations too well to wish to 
have freedom on those terms. He said to us, on ship.l)oaTd, 
(for he crossed with Dr. Patton and myself,) he said to us 
with tears and grief—“Show me what is the will of God, and 
1 wUl do it.” 1 knoAv no man who hates the system more e.t 
anitno than that man does. He has been watching at your doors, 
but he could not be admitted. 1 brought his name before the 
Nomination Committee, but in vain; and he has gone home; 
and, when he gets home, all Kentucky will know it.. The 
press will know it. The South will know it. And we shall 
have to meet an inundation of exasperated feeling from that 
very cause. What is his case? He left home, after having 
buried bis whole heart’s treasure, a wife and child; and grieved 
and gloomy in mind, he returned home. When be heard of your 



ELEVENTH DAY-MOBNING SESSION. 


417 


invitation, and read the Eight Principles, without hearing about 
Slavery, he came to New York. He thought he would embark, 
and he embarked on board the “ Mediator ” with us. I saw he 
was downcast. He told me of his loss; and he told me of this 
fact as to having slaves. He said, “ I am going: but 1 do not 
know whether they will admit me." He is a man of piety and 
kindness, and he urged me not to press his request: but he has 
gone home with that wound. We have to meet that in 
America. As one of my Brethren has said, when you issued your 
bill of invitation with the Eight Principles, you ought not afterwards 
to have seftt out a rider to us. When I went to Philadelphia, I was 
not aware of this change. It, however, created great trouble in our 
General Assembly ; and, for eight days, with the people looking on, 
they debated as to the course to be pursued. 1 feel that our con¬ 
dition is now a trying one. But look at it. If we may choose 
between two evils, where God has left you the choice, and where 
there is no conscience to be vindicated,—choose the less, not the 
greater. I do not wish to part with one Brother; but, if we 
have to part with some, you had better lose a few good Christian 
Brethren, than lose a Continent, a Hemisphere. 

The Chaihsian. —Allow me to state, that I have received three 
documents;—One shortly expressing dissent from our proceedings 
of Saturday : another document, signed by many of our American 
Brethren, which was embodied in the speech of one of those who 
addressed you; and a third, signed by an individual, a Minister in 
our own Country. If nothing more is said about these documents, 
which it will take some time to read, they will appear in the 
Minutes. 

Mr. Justice Cramfton rose to move an Amendment,—when a 
discussion was' raised on the point of order, whether an Amend¬ 
ment, which went to rescind part of a Resolution formerly adopted 
by .the Conference, could be entertained i Mr. J. Stanfield, Revs. 
R. Eckett, Dr. Urwick, A. S. Thelwall, W. Bevan, and Dr. 
Massie, took part in it. Eventually, Mr. Justice Crampton was 
permitted to proceed with his Amendment. 

Mr. Justice Crampton. —It is with the very greatest pain to 
my own feelings, that I rise now, for the purpose of proposing the 
Amendment, which I need scarcely rend, the purport of it teing 
perfectly well known to everybody in this great Assembly. It is 
with the greatest pain, for two reasons. First of all, because I fear 
that, in the proposition I am about to make, I shall differ from 
some of those to whom I look with the profoundest respect and 
veneration. But, in the next place, I do it with extreme pain. 

K R 
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because^—although I do take leave to say, you have made a right 
decision upon the question of order, namely, that the Amendment is 
perfectly admissible under such circumstances as the present, it 
being the uniform course of proceeding in the two Houses of Parlia¬ 
ment, while no precedent can as yet be quoted fr<»m this Con¬ 
ference,—although it will be in order, yet it is an extreme measure. 
I think it is a course of proceeding, that nothing can justify in any 
assembly, but the occurrence of an event, requiring a procedure of 
a strong and stringent nature. If I did not feel, that the very ex¬ 
istence of this Union,—at all events the operation of it as an Oecu¬ 
menical Alliance,—was actually at stake, 1 should have shrunk from 
a proposal to recede from anything done at a former Sitting of this 
Conference; but 1 feel,—(andyet perhaps I shall, in consequence, 
be classed with the denomination of persons so humorously tle - 
scribed by Dr. Cox: it will be said, that I am a Bishop out of 
my diocese, that I am a busybody, interfering with matters not 
properly belonging to n«y vocation)—(cries of “ No, no.”)—I feel 
strongly, that we are called upon to reconsider part of that Vote. 
Before I say a very few words on the llesolntion, let me take 
notice of an expression which dropped from one high quarter, and 
met ’with an echo in another. The Chair used the word, " Stul¬ 
tify.” It was said, that, by rescinding the \'ote of Saturday, we 
should stultify ourselves. There is an iinniensc argument often 
contained in a word; and that word, if it be aj>plicable, is powerful 
against making a change in this Resolution. But have Ave taken a 
wrong step? That is the question. If we haA-c taken a* Avrong 
step, then it is not stultifcation, but it is Avisdom, that we should 
retrace our steps, and go back ad /'antes —to the original. For my 
own part, there is nothing iu the Resolution that offends me. If 
we were legislating for England, Ireland, and ail the British do¬ 
minions, 1 should echo it with all my heart. But I cannot conceal 
from myself, that it is legislation (th<iugli the name is not men¬ 
tioned) for America. It is a test proposed to, and imposed upon, 
every American; the effect of which may he, and (from Avhat I 
have heard since I came into the Hoorn) I feel impressed with the 
conviction, will be, the means of crippling, to a certain extent, or 
destroying this glorious movement. Noav the great question is,— 
Is it necessary to go back ? Let me first read the Amendment 1 
propose to make. It is not to rescind the Avhole Vote of Saturday. 
By no means. It is to rescind what, in my humble juti^ement and 
conscience, 1 believe to be utterly unnecessary for the purpose of 
this Alliance. I would retain every part of the Resolution to the 
last clause.—It runs,— 
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‘‘ That, in respect to the necessity of personal liuliness, the Alliance are of 
opinion, that it is recognised in the Article of the Basis,—on the work of the 
Spirit; and, in reference to various social evils existing in countries within 
the circle of this Alliance, such as the profanation of the Lord’s Day, intem¬ 
perance, duelling, and the sin of Slavery, they commend these, and similar 
evils, to the consideration of the Branches; trusting that they will study to 
promote the general purity and the Christian honour of this Confederation, 
by all proper means.” 

llow is it possible in stronger terms to denounce that horrible 
crime than in these words ? There is not a man, as I understand 
it, who objects to that.part of the Resolution. It is the addition 
which is complained of,— 

“ And, in respect especially to the system of Slavery, and every other form of 
oppression in any country, the Alliance are unanimous in deploring them, as 
in many ways obstructing the progress of the Gospel; and express their con¬ 
fidence, that no Branch will admit to Membership Slaveholders, who, by their 
own fault, continue in that position, retaining their fellow men in Slavery, 
from regard to their own interests.” 

Rev. J. II. Hinton. —There is a point of order. Mr. Justice 
Crampton has given notice that the Resolution be rescinded. 

Mr. Justice Crampton. —Xo:—but that the second paragraph, 
beginning with the words “ And, in respect,” be rescinded. 

The CnAiHM.\N. —The notice first came up for the rescinding of 
the Resolution. Some correspondence took place as to what was 
meant, and the result was, that the Motion was limited to what is 
now stated. 

Rev. J. II, Hinton. —Although it might be competent to Mr. 
Justice Crampton to move the rescinding of the Resolution, is it 
competent to move only the rescinding of a part 

The CiiAiR.MAN. —Having given an opinion as to the inconsistency 
of cancelling the whole, 1 do not know that it will be more incon¬ 
sistent to cancel a part. 

Mr. Justice Crampton. —Now I return to the Amendment; 
and, although I, and those who support it, will unquestionably be 
guilty of inconsistency,—^yet I take leave to say, it will be glorious 
inconsistency, if the result be to secure unanimity. Let not the 
last day of our Meeting be a day of disunion. Of all things I 
deprecate the idea of mere verbal alterations, to the disturbing of 
harmony; and therefore, if I did not believe that the majority 
would support this Amendment, I should not move it. 1 ask,—is 
it necessary, in order to denounce Slavery, that we introduce any¬ 
thing, in addition to that part of the Resolution which I propose 
should stand No, Sir, it is denounced before us as a sin. The 

K K 2 
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question conies to this;—Are we to add a test that shall exclude 
certain Churches, and make onr Alliance a truncated and crippled 
movement ? I consider the paragraph, which we propose to reject, 
to be a reflection upon the great Country that has sent over to us her 
religious lights. I fear it will be so understood. That is one reason 
why I take the liberty of moving the Amendment. I hope no one 
will mistake me on Slavery. I abominate it. I have given public 
testimony in Exeter Hall against it. But I think the course we have 
taken will prove most injurious. May I state an incident that 
occurred in my presence, and opened my eyes to the difficulties of 
the case. Many years ago, 1 was present at a Meeting, in Belfast, 
of a great number of Ministers of various Denominations. There 
was an American Clergyman in the room. The question of Slavery 
arose; and one Clergyman, from my own country, who sat near me, 
pronounced a strong denunciation against it. He declared, that no 
Slaveholder could be a Christian man. The American Minister, in 
a very modest manner, said, “ This is a severe sentence which you 
have pronounced. Will you tolerate me, if 1 tell you, that I am 
a Slaveholder. And I tell you, in the same breath, that I abominate 
Slave.holding, as much as you or any man can do.” “ Why, then, 
do you not give up your slaves ' Why do you not throw the 
burden off your back ?” The answer given was this : “ I am a 
poor Clergyman in one of the Southern States of America. I have 
lately got into possession of my parish or cure, and as part of the pro¬ 
perty handed over to me with the manse, &c., there are from ten to 
twenty slaves. The laws of the South, in which I live, require me to 
settle an annuity upon each slave whom I shall emancipate, in order to 
prevent the burden of maintenance from falling upon the State. 
What would you have me do } Shall I sell these slaves ? They 
may get into worse hands. 1 have no means: 1 am unable to 
provide the annuity which the Law requires.” The gentleman who 
was so very strong in his denunciation of Slavery, said, “ That is 
an excepted case.” In addition to all this, I can conceive, that a 
man may be quite wrong in his views of obligation upon this 
question, and yet may be a Christian: but I am quite sure of this, that 
every man, being a Slaveholder, who joins the Evangelical 
Alliance upon the Basis upon which it stood before this exclusive 
test was adiqrted, will be a thousand times more likely to forward 
the'Cause of fireedom, than to advocate the cause of Slavery. 

These are the grounds upon which 1 have taken the liberty to move 
tbiii Amendment. It touches not upon any of the great principles, 
on which the Alliance is founded. It touches not your Basis ; it 
touches not any great doctrine of your Churches. It merely does 
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not interfere with particular consciences, and with that great nation, 
with which we are desirous to form a" closer and completer 
alliance. I move this Amendment, indeed, with fear and trem¬ 
bling, because I should dread being the cause of disunion. But, as 
necessity compels me to leave this great City to-day, I should 
•be delighted could I but carry the conviction away with me, 
that (humble instrument as I am) I had, in any degree, been the 
means of promoting entire harmony and union in this great Body. 

Thomas Farmeii, Esq.—It is not with the intention of making 
a speech, that I rise to second the Resolution. I wish, however, 
to call attention, for one moment, to the difference between our 
circumstances, and those of the Body to whose practice, in such 
cases, our attention has been called. I allude to the House of 
Commons and its usages. Whatever may be the rule there, I feel, 
that, in consenting, for the sake of Christian Union, to “ stultify " 
our proceedings, I am only, like the Apostle, becoming a “fool for 
Christ’s sake.” I have listened with much attention to all the 
statements which have been made; and it does appear to me, that, 
whether we shall be able ultimately to effect the completion of the 
Alliance or not, there is no reasonable prospect of our gaining that 
cherished object, but by some such course as that which is suggested 
in this Amendment. It rests with the Meeting to entertain it 
or not. To argue the question of doing so, would be to consume 
your time by going over the same ground again: but I concur 
heartily in this Amendment, as the only way of escaping from this 
unhappy American fix. 

Rev. E. Bickersteth. —I feel, that we have arrived at a difficult 
and important crisis ; and, while 1 honour the consciences of those 
beloved Brethren who introduced the original Amendment, I have 
all along felt deep pain in regard to it. I have considered, that 
it was not within the scope of our great movement; but, at the 
same time, anxious to satisfy their consciences, I was quite willing 
to go as far as I could. I believe from my heart, that it is in the 
fulness of their love to the slave, and in the fulness of their con¬ 
viction of justice, truth, and righteousness, that they have made 
this stand upon the question. I give them full credit for this: 
but, at the same time, there is something due towards those 
who are placed in the circumstances of our American Brethren. 
I had a letter sent to me lately from America, by one of the 
holiest, most honest, most devoted men I have ever met with,— 
Bishop Meade, of Virginia. He says, “ I was sorry to perceive, 
you thought it necessary to exclude Slaveholders from your 
Alliance; as some of our most pious and charitable Christians in 
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America are of tliat class, and it prejudices many against the cause. 
It has been years since I emancipated all the men who could, or 
would receive freedom. A mother with her children were not 
proper subjects for emancipation ; for I must have separated her 
from her husband, and sent her adrift under the operation of the 
Law. The mother alone, now an old woman, is in my possession, 
and would deem me cruel to dismiss her from my service. There 
may, however, have been sufficient reason for the adoption of the 
principle.” You see, there, the spirit of love which he has in him. 
“ I pray God to guide the ]\Iembers of this holy Society in the way 
that they should go, and not permit them to run to error,” and so 
on. Now, if—when our American Brethren have thrown themselves 
upon us, as they have done—we persist, I cannot but feel, that we 
should show, at the very beginning of our prosperous course, that 
we were unfit men to carry on the Evangelical Alliance. The 
whole strength of our Alliance is in the spirit and principle in 
which it comes forward. It is a spiritual Evangelical Alliance and 
movement, as we have all avowed in every part of our proceedings. 
We have done all that which constitutes the real strength of our 
movement, in adopting the first part of the Report which has been 
brought up. I was prevented from being in the Sub-Committee at 
the latter part of its sittings; and accordingly, was unable to give 
there a statement of my views; but it is my general conviction, 
that we shall most seriously mar our movement, if we do not leave 
out the last clause of the Rc.soliition of Saturday. 

Rev. J. II. Hinton. —I shall not go at all into the argument of 
the question, although I must lie permitted to say, that I think it 
is unfortuniitc,—I might perhajis say unfair, in relation to the 
argument itself, though not in relation to any individual,—that the 
question of rescinding the Resolution should come before us, after 
several hours spent in hearing speeches all on one side. Gentlemen 
will understand me when I tell them, that their hearts are now 
under a bias. (Cries of “ No! no !”) They cannot, after hearing 
speeches, for three or four hours, all on one side, on any question, 
do justice to the question itself. There have lieen cases in Par¬ 
liament, in which a Motion for Adjournment has been moved, 
and seconded, and adopted, because the House was too much 
excited by an eloquent speaker, to be fit to come to an impartial 
decision. And to discuss the question fairly, we should have had 
the opportunity of listening to alternate speeches. There is a fond 
imagination in the mind of the mover and seconder of the Motion 
now before us, that it is a Motion for producing harmony. It is 
forgotten that it is a Motion for rejecting the Anti-Slavery friends 
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from tins Conference. (Cries of “ No ! no!”) It is a Motion 
for embracing the Americans, and rejecting the others. (Cries of 
“ No ! no !") I take up that Motion according to my belief of its 
spirit. As to our acting the “ Bishop out of his diocese,” and 
being busybodies in other men’s matters, I wished that, at the time 
when that argument was used, the speaker had had the Eighth 
Article of the Basis in his eye. It would have been an excellent 
reason for turning that Article out, while the speaker was one of 
those who was anxious to bring it in. What was that, but a 
meddling with the Universalists, on the one hand, and with the 
Millerites, on the other ? What have we to do with either.!' Oh 1 
but this, as it seems, is a Motion for Union ! Certainly', if one or 
other of the parties here opposed quit the Alliance,—those who, if 
our Resolution stand, cannot remain in the Alliance, or the Bre¬ 
thren that are with me,—there may be Union. I do not wish 
to hold up my hand against any proposition for Union; but I fear 
there has been an unfortunate attempt, to comprehend parties who 
cannot meet together in the same Confederation. Will you go, then, 
and embrace the Americans, and, with them, the whole miscreant 
and infamous Slaveholders, and yet tell to the World, that you 
cannot take into your Alliance those who deny the immortality of 
the soul, eternal misery, and the perpetuity of Divine Ordinances. 
It has been said, that you have formed this Alliance upon a 
principle which will cast out the Coxes and the Olins. I say, with 
etpial indignation, from this Alliance you cast out the Gurneys and 
the Sturges, and men of equal celebrity and piety. There is some¬ 
thing, then, wrong in principle, on all sides. If gentlemen had 
come to form an Alliance, which should comprehend all Christians, 
I should have felt hard pressed by the consideration, that you were 
leaving out some Slaveholders; but, when you go upon a principle 
of selecting some out of a mass, and rejecting others, it is to me 
unintelligible, that you should complain of a principle that goes to 
exclude wicked and corrupt Slaveholders. Great stress has been 
laid on the fact, that there may be some pious Slaveholders. I 
have stated my belief that there are some; and the only ground on 
which I could exclude them was, that there were no means of 
legislating for exceptions. All that has been said, therefore, goes 
for nothing. It has only been excitement, and appeals ad miseri- 
cordiam. These touch not the argument of the case. The Reso¬ 
lution was come to in Committee by agreement on both sides. I 
think, those American Brethren who brought us that Resolution— 

Rev. E. M. Kiuk.—W hat Resolution ? 

Rev. J. H. Hinton. —The whole Report was brought up and ac- 
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cepted by them. At first they brought up the former part, which 
they themselves originated, and then they brought up the whole, by 
amalgamating ours with theirs, as their own proposition. 

Rev. E. M. Kikk. —This is just what I anticipated, and took 
care to guard again.st. I w’isli Dr. F. A. Cox were in the Room, 
to testify to what I now say in the presence of all. Before that 
Committee reported, I rose, and stated expressly, that it must 
be understood, that that Resolution was the Report of the whole 
Committee, and not an expression of the views of the American 
Division of it. Many of them, as I know, could not, under any 
circumstances, have consented to it. 

Rev. J. II. Hinton. —The American Division brought it up, 
and it was adopted by the whole. 

The CuAinst-AN.—Upon that matter of fact, I think, our Brethren 
mean the same thing. 

Rev. J. H. Hinton. —Then, I maintain, the Resolution, as 
brought by the Aggregate Committee, is adapted to meet all that 
can be required. They say, do not exclude all Slaveholders, for 
there are some pious Slaveholders. The Resolutiim does not go to 
exclude pious Slaveholders. It is so contrived as to enable our Friends 
to legislate upon the exceptions there, upon which we could not legis¬ 
late here. It admits into our Body any Slaveholder who does not 
continue such by his own fault, or with a view to his own interest. 
The road is clear to the admis.sion of all such Slaveholders: but the 
arguments addressed to you have gone upon the supposition, that 
the Report [iroposed to exclude .Slaveholders altogether. I have 
gone the whole length that the Americans have asked, yet they are 
not satisfied. They put it, that there will bediiiiculties in America. 
Are there not some difficulties here ? Have I not to plead the Anti¬ 
slavery cause ? And will its friends, think you, be satisfied with 
the Resolution as you would amend it, and come in, on such ground, 
to this Alliance i* Was not this proposition framed and submitted 
with the most admirable temper. And was it not a constitution 
received, in a small way, with thunders of applause, by the Ameri¬ 
can Brethren themselves ? And now, to find that there is to be 
this ado about it,—is it not, indeed, altogether unreasonable and 
unintelligible? In truth, I cannot bear it, and shall not bear it. 
In order that I may be spared the pain of seeing other hands, in 
this Conference raised up against the Resolution of Saturday, I beg 
at once to retire from it. 

Rev. Dr. Bunting. —1 imjilore my friend not to come to a hasty 
resolution. 

Rev. J. n. Hinton. —If I am warm, others have been warm; 
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but I do not know that, if am warm, I am in a bad spirit. If this 
Conference prefers it, I will stay and vote upon it. 1 would rather 
not vote. I see the prevailing feeling is to receive the Americans. 
Let me go, and not be in a condition, in which I must, if I stop, 
vote in the negative. It will be better for you to let us go at once, 
and, the next time you try to forward Christian Alliance, to see and 
use a little more foresight. 

The Chaiusian. —I have it in my heart to make a suggestion. 
It may be worth nothing: but I cannot bear the idea of losing 
either our American Brethren, or our Anti-slavery Friends. I must 
throw out as a question, whether we may not again commit the 
matter, and put it before a select number of our Brethren.^ It 
dues seem to me not quite impossible, that this may lead to sonie. 
thing. And, whilst these Brethren are deliberating upon it, we, 
who are not compelled to go to the Public Meeting, will, instead of 
speaking to the World, be speaking to God. It may be hopeless; 
it may be useless : but I make the suggestion. 

Rev. Dr. Wardlaw. —It is but recently that I have entered 
the Room. I was delighted beyond measure to hear, yesterday 
morning, the result of the deliberations of Saturday afternoon; 
and when I came to the Hall this day, and was informed that all 
was again unsettled, 1 cannot tell you the disappointment that 
wrung my heart. The position in which matters stand to-day has 
grieved me beyond measure. I cannot go along with this Amend¬ 
ment. It was with difficulty, that my friend, Mr. Hinton, and 
myself acceded even to the moditication proposed by the Report. 
But,—if it be so, that our American Brethren cannot consent to a 
Resolution that admits no Slaveholders into this Alliance, but those 
who do not retain their fellow men in Slavery from their own fault, or 
from a regard to their own interests,—the case, in my opinion, is at an 
end. The special cases that have been mentioned by Mr. Jus¬ 
tice Crampton and Mr. Bickersteth, are cases that precisely come 
under the exception made in the latter part of the Resolution. If 
this provision is not enough, then, I fear, the result must be such as 
Mr. Hinton has suggested. I will not say, at this moment, that I 
can no longer be a Member of the A lliance: but I reserve myself 
till the conclusion be come to; and I will then determine on the step 
it becomes me to take. 

Rev. Dr. Massie. —I feel much relieved by what Dr. Ward- 
law has said. It is an illustration of what I believe to have oc¬ 
curred in the case of many others, who were here on Saturday, 
and who have retired under the impression that this matter was set 
at rest. I beg my Friends to consider, that it is not a question of 
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excluding a whole Continent, and admitting a few theoretic Anti- 
slavery persons in this Country. There is a large community, who 
look to these theoretic persons as the exponents of their views on the 
question, and who would fill the largest hall to be found in Scot¬ 
land or in England. There may be individuals that hastily and of¬ 
fensively utter language concerning our Brethren from America. 
We have no sympathy with these: but we have,—and we must tell 
it to them in affection,—we have sympathy with our Brethren in 
Christ Jesus that are in bonds. If, having that sympathy as the 
rule of our conduct, we are to be cast off, after all our prayers, and 
tears, and travails, and services, in order to form this Alliance, why 
even so. I will not sjieak harshly ; I will not speak rashly: but I 
must say, after calm deliberation, that I cannot concede the right of 
the Negro, ns being inferior to the right of the Slaveholder. I 
cannot do it. With affectionate solicitude, I came into the views of 
our Brethren from Attierica, so far as the proposal which was made; 
and, if the clause complained of can be incorporated into our Reso¬ 
lutions in less offensive terms ; or if there is anything that can be 
done to secure our consciences, and leave us free for an honest, 
stedfast advocacy of the rights of the Negro; let it be done. But 
I should never be able to advocate, on a platform, the emancipation 
of the American Negro, if I had gone further than the excep¬ 
tions which the Resolution makes. I do not say, us Dr. Cox said 
hastily ,—“ Take a Continent, and let a few Friends exclude them- 
selves ”— 

Rev. Dr. S. H. Cox.—I was sure that thry would come back. 

Rev. Dr. IMassie. —I believe it was said in haste. Perhaps in 
Committee we may be able to do something yet. 

Rev. A. S. Tiiklwall. —I would call attention to a point that 
appears to me to have been overlooked. It is in that part of the 
Resolution which was drawn up by otir American Brethren. They 
have inserted this clause:— 

“ Trusting that they vill study to promote the general purity and Cliristian honour 
of this Confederation, by all proper means.” 

These are the words with which they proposctl to conclude. The 
real question is, can we trust to the Christian honour of our 
Transatlantic Brethren.'' Or must we insert something, which 
seems to imply, that we cannot trust them, and which they feel 
will give offence on their side of the ocean ? This I think is the 
real question at issue. With regard to the latter part of the Reso¬ 
lution,—^the part which it is proposed to omit,—it does seem to my 
mind, in other respects, very objectionable. It leads us into poli- 
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tical matters, with which, I conceive, this Association has nothing 
to do, and ought to have nothing to do. It says :— 

“ And in respect especially to the system of Slavery, and every other form of op¬ 
pression in any Country." 

How came it, that this Resolution was passed, with such a clause 
as this ? I was not present, and I had no opportunity of opposing 
it, or I certainly should have protested against it. I was not a 
jiarty to the passing of the Original Resolution (at Birmingham). 
Had I been present then, I should have met it with a Proposition 
in terms something like these:— 

“ That the introduction of the question of .Slaverj' info the proceedings of this Al¬ 
liance, or those of the Provisional Committee, was from the first irregular, 
inconsistent with the principles and the design of the whole movement; that 
it tended to give to it a political character, and to involve the Alliance in the 
discussion of questions with which it has, and can have, no concern.” 

This is my own feeling upon the subject; and, therefore, quite in¬ 
dependently of the Slavery question, I do feel, that the latter part 
of the Resohition is very objectionable, and gives a decidedly political 
aspect to the whole movement. 

Rev. Dr. Patton, —I feel it proper that I should e.xplain, in a 
few words, my own position. I was on the Committee, and went 
with my Brethren as far as they had gone, when I was under the 
necessity of withdrawing. Wc had then agreed to the first part 
of the Resolution, A Resolution had come to us from what we 
termed, the Upper House. It was not considered before I left, 
and I had not the opportunity of returning to vote on the 
Resolution finally adopted, or to express any opinion upon it. 
There is one objection with regard to this Resolution, which 
must strike the minds of the Brethren. In the first part of 
the Resolution you say, that, in reference to “ Various social 
evils existing in Countries within the circle of this Alliance, 
such as the profanation of the Lord's Day, intemperance, duel¬ 
ling, and the sin of Slavery," you “ commend these and similar 
evils to the consideration of the Branches; trusting that they 
will study to promote the general purity and the Cliristian honour 
of this Confederation, by all proper means.” Here you express 
your confidence in the Branches to be formed. But then, with re¬ 
spect to the system of Slavery, you give specific directions. You 
virtually say,—In that matter, we will not trust you: we bind you 
right up. “ And in respect especially to the system of Slavery, and 
every other form of oppression in any Country.” Observe again, 
that, in that clause, you speak of every other form of oppression in 
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any Country; and then, leaving that, you go on to give directions in 
regard only to one particular form of oppression. You say—“ The 
Alliance are unanimous in deploring them ns in many ways obstruct¬ 
ing the progress of the Gospel; and express their confidence, that 
no Branch will admit to Membership Slaveholders.”—That is only 
one of the forms of oppression ; yet, in the preceding clause, you 
have spoken of every form in any Country. You thus point the 
invidious finger to one particular offence, and tell the Universe, 
that you consider the mark of Cain is specially upon the parties here 
named. I am^in favour of the Committee. 

Rev. Dr. Alder. —We had better have the evening to con¬ 
sider it. 

Sir Culling Eardley S.mith being obliged to retire. Dr. 
Blackwood took the Chair. 

Rev. Dr. Ratton resumed.—I am strongly for a Committee; 
because I believe that there is a deep feeling of de.sire in this Body, 
that we should, in some way or other, all remain together. A strong 
conviction seems to prevail, that the interests of the great cause 
of Union depend upon it ; and that, if we cannot work out from a 
Committee a common bond of Union, it will throw back this cause 
for a great many years to come. I cannot express to you the 
feelings I have had, while sitting for these few days in discussion 
with you, and the interest I took in the Committee of Saturday. 
It is said by some Brethren, that it would be better not to have a 
General Organization; but to let each country form a separate Branch, 
to come together by delegates. How will that ever be brought 
about ? Let this Body be permanent. If we go back to America, 
without forming a general Alliance, we are not bound by one 
particle of what has been done : we shall have more Articles intro¬ 
duced into the Basis, because tee are agreed upon them, and can 
introduce them without difficulty. And then there are objects 
which we shall feel constrained to pursue. If we form an Inde¬ 
pendent Alliance in America, it will be exceedingly difficult for 
individuals who make or sell ardent spirits for their own benefit, to 
get admission into the Alliance. In America, too, there are indi¬ 
viduals who feel deeply on the question of Church and State; and 
it would be natural that that question should come up. There are 
Sects among us, that are compassing about the seats of power, and 
pushing themselves into the high places of Government; and it is 
said by some, that we must have a National Establishment of 
Religion. That being the case, we should be very likely to say, 
we cannot admit to fellowship any individual that holds the doctrine 
of the Supremacy of the State in the Church, in America. And, 
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if we have once planted ourselves upon our strong rocks, it will be 
more difficult to get us to give these things up, than to keep us 
from putting these things in. 1 beg, that,—before we come to a vote— 
the Brethren will consider, that it is a matter of little consequence, 
whether this Alliance throws off a Continent, or a few individuals. 

The question is—Whether the heart of Jesus Christ will not be 
wounded I would rather that the continent of America were 
sunk, than that the heart of Jesus Christ were wounded in this 
matter; and that we should give occasion for all hell to be in 
jubilee,—because we had come together, and broken up, and been 
scattered, without being able to unite as Brethren in Christ, to love 
the Head and to follow His commandments. I would beg a pause, 
if need be, to give ourselves to fasting and to prayer. Let us 
determine that we will not let the Angel of the Covenant go, till 
we are brought to see that we can unite and form this General 
Alliance. We shall then return home blessing God. Some days ago, 
when there was much rising up, and pouring forth of applause, I 
felt my heart sink within me; and I said to one of my Brethren;— 
“ We are rejoicing too soon. The Alliance has not got through its 
difficulties.” 1 believe God has brought us to this pause, that we 
may see, it is not by miglit nor by power, but by His Spirit alone 
that it can be accomplished. We honestly differ in our views. 
Give then this subject again to the Committee. Let them go to 
prayer. Let the Committee consider the question, under the 
pressure of the thought, that multitudes are praying for them; and 
I believe, God will lead us to a right issue. We have got much 
nearer together than we were, when we first committed the matter. 
I do believe that the Spirit of the blessed Jesus will influence our 
hearts,—so that, when we meet again in Committee, we shall be 
led to a way in which to accomplish what we honestly desire, 
without doing injury to any party. With these views I am for the 
Committee. 

Rev. Dr. Beecher.— I am in favour of the Committee. The 
time of the sinner's deliverance is, when all hope is taken away 
that he shall be saved ; and then he calls upon God. I think we 
are in that situation. I do not see any thing left. If there is any 
thing, it is in God’s mind. I believe a Committee may do some¬ 
thing, though I do not know what: but God does know'. 

S. E. Morse, Esq.—We all desire the Abolition of American 
Slavery. I believe that there could be a cordial oo.operation 
among all the branches of the Anglo-Saxon family for that end: but I 
believe it is important to our present object, that there should be no 
Resolution of this Body upon that head. I think that the word 
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Slavery, or Slave-holding is injudicious here ; and that any attempt 
to interfere with that subject, on the part of the Brethren, would 
not be tolerated in America. 

The CnAiH.MAN.—I understand, that the Ulotion of Mr. Justice 
Crampton is for the rescinding of the second clause. It is suggested, 
that the Amendment should be withdrawn, and the whole matter 
recommitted. 

Mr. Justice Crampton. —I should prefer that. 

The Amendment, by consent of the Conference, was then with¬ 
drawn pro tern. 

Hon. and Rev. Baptist Noel moved, 

“ That the whole matter involved in 'he Motion, with the Amendment proposed 
by Mr. Justice Crampton, be referred to the consideration of n Committee.” 

Rev. Dr. Beecher. —I second that Motion. 

Rev. J. H. Hinton. —I have asked myself, what hope there 
can be of accomplishing good in a Committee of Brethren, who, 
after six hours’ discussion, cannot stand to their own conclusion. 
If we are to go into Committee again, with Brethren so unstable, 
it should be with an understanding, that the same thing does not 
occur a second time. 

Hon. and Rev. Baptist Noel. —It should be remembered that 
there was a great minority in that Committee. All that the 
American Brethren have done, is to intimate the inconvenience of 
the Resolution. From an earnest desire for peace, they hud acceded 
to it, before they had fully considered all its bearings. We should 
not ask them to give a pledge, which seems to intimate that they have 
been inconsistent. 

Rev. A. S. Tiiulwall. —A request was made on Saturday, that 
the matter might stand over till to-day. 

Rev. Dr. Massik. —Will it be the same Committee f 

Rev. Dr. S. II. Cox.—We shall be a Committee de now. 

Rev. John Smart. — I presume this Resolution is to be modified. 
I speak on behalf of the United Secession Church and the 
Relief Church; and I say, from what I know of their feelings, 
that, if the Resolution be modified till the American Members be 
satisfied, you will, with a few exceptions, lose the whole of the 
Scottish Dissenters. 

Rev. W. Bevan. —I rise to order. It is not competent for a 
gentleman#in speaking to a Motion for the appointment of a Com¬ 
mittee, to prejudge the determination of the Committee. 

Rev. G. Osborn. —I do not think it is orderly, in this Con¬ 
ference, for any gentleman to say, he represents a large Body. 
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Rev. J. M'Leod. —As coming from Scotland, I totally differ 
from Mr. Smart. 

Rev. J. Smart. —1 speak from an opinion come to in Church 
Courts. 

Rev. Dr. Wardlaw. —Mr. Smart has, I think, spoken correctly, 
as it regards Scotland. I think it is important that this matter 
should be mentioned, if the Committee are to re-consider the Reso¬ 
lution. 

Rev. Dr. Emory. —I really do not despair that this matter may yet 
be settled. And, to avoid increasing the difficulties, I will not say any 
thing in reply to the unkind word,—“ instability of the Americans.’' 
I could give a different explanation with respect to the state of things. 
'I’lie truth of the matter i.s, that Brethren from Europe, as well as 
Brethren from America, after all the calmness of two nights’ sleej), 
and one day’s worship of Almighty God, have come to the conclusion, 
that a wrong step has been taken. 1 will venture to say, it has not 
been the Americans who have started the matter. British Brethren 
have said, “ You have done a grievous wrong, ff’e shall have as 
much trouble in Great Britain, as j/oit will have in America.” 
Nothing, therefore, but the consciousness, on the part of a large 
portion of this Assembly, that there was great risk from this Reso¬ 
lution, has induced them to endure, what all must have seen to be, 
the somewhat irregular debate of this IMorning. And it does seem 
strange to me, that, when there are two partie.s,—either prepared to 
say, ^V’e will retire quietly, rather than this great enterprise should 
be broken up (for both are ready to be breakers off, rather than to 
be breakers up),—there should seem any necessity for men of such a 
.spirit being entirely divided. We will not sutler Dr. Wardlaw to 
leave this Body. When 1 was in Gla.sgow, I went out of my way 
to get a sight of his church ; and should I be willing, rashly, to 
part with him in a Body like this ? It does appear to me, if the 
matter can only be presented in such a way as that neither party 
should be considered as committing themselves on this question at 
all, we can harmonize, 'riiere is a difficulty, which some Brethren 
do not apprehend. Our embarrassment is this. Some of us are in 
a peculiar position ; and, if we are to be affiliated with any orga¬ 
nized Body, especially a Foreign Body, that takes action on Slavery, 
we are cut off from our individual action at home. That is the 
embarrassment we want to be saved from. But our Brethren who 
are here are not thus embarrassed. They can join Anti-Slavery 
Societies— 

T. P. Bunting, Es(|. —I rise to order. At a most unseasonable 
hour. Dr. Emory is going into a question not before the Chair. 
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Cannot we harmonize, by adopting some sentiments, to the effect, 
that the Body is not committed tp any question of that kind? 
Might we not, on the spot, agree to some Resolution of that sort ? 

Rev. AV. Bevan. —We have a Alotion before us for a Committee. 
Let us proceed to vote upon it. 

The Motion was then put, and carried. 

■ .It wiis resolved, that the matter sliould be referred to the same 
Committee as before, QSee pp. 340,«344.] 

Rev. Dr. Skinner pronounced the Benediction. 

The Conference adjourned to Tuesday Morning, September 
1st, at 10 o’clock a m. 
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MORNING SESSION. 


T. P. Bunting, Esq., moved, and Rev. John MAcr.E.iN se¬ 
conded, 

“ That Rev. Arthur Tidman preside over the Devotional Exercises.” 

The Brethren sung Jo4tIi Hymn, “ Bickersteth’s Christian 
Psalmody.” Tlie CnAiiiMANr''ad Luke 18th Chapter. Rev. Joseph 
II AV engaged in prayer, liic d.'ith Hymn, " Hymns on Christian 
Union,” was sung, . d Hon. and Rev. ajEI.and Nor.i. read 2 Chron. 
20th Cliajiter. Rev. George Scott prayed. The 133rd Psalm, 
(S. M.) i)r. ^^'atls’s, was sung. Rev. J. S. Tayi.ok prayed. 

-.,s 12lh Cliajite- w' read, and Rev. Dr. Wardi.aw prayed. 

In the iihsenco of Sir v illing Eardley Smith, R. C. L, Bkvan, 
Esq., took the Chair, 

The Minutes of the previous Sitting were read, and confirmed. 

Rev. W. Bevan announced, that the Committee were engaged 
in anxious deliberation; and suggested, that the Conference should 
continue in prayer, especially on their behalf. 

After a brief conversation on the question of taking up any 
matter of business in the absence of so U'any of the Brethren,— 
which was decided negatively,—the Dwotional Exercises were 
resumed. 

Tlie 58r>th Hymn, Congregational Hymn Book, was sung. Rev. 
John Lo.mas, and Rev. Charles Galpin, engaged in prayer. Rev. 
A. D. Cambpell read Psalm 46th. Rev. Hugh E. Prior, and 
Rev. J. Adams, prayed. 

R. C. L. Bevan, Esq., being compelled to vacate the Chair, it 
was taken by Frederick Wills, Esq. 

Rev. Phabckllus Church. —I think, ns Christians and Ministers, 
we should gain much power both with God and with men, if an eye 
were fixed more closely on our own relations to God and the Judge¬ 
ment Seat, and on the relations of our fellow men to God and the 
Judgement Seat. When I read the history of the Apostolic 
labours, I find the Apostles devoted to one object in all parts of the 
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World, throughout the whole of their history,— the jireaeliing of 
C'lirist Olid Him Crucified. They had no plans, no urgnni/.ation, 
no arrangements whatever, to carry on any t)ther work. We all know 
this. We have read the history of Paul, and traced the labours of 
Peter, and John, and their associates. From Jerusalem round 
about unto lllyricum, and Antioch, and Athens, and Phili))pi, and 
Home, they had but one work before them, and one object: Christ 
Crucified filled the whole field of vision, tenanted every thought, 
and controlled every action. I have sometimes, when contemplating 
the enormous evils that existed at that period, imagined for these 
men a somewhat different course. Why did they not organize to 
break up the polygamy of the Roman world ? 

Rev. W. JJex'ax.—I am afraid, we are not in a condition to 
enter into the investigation of the subject which wo have referred 
to the Committee ; nor are we in a condition to pronounce between 
the cose referred to and any other illustration. I am afraid, that 
our Brother is not in order in addressing the Chair. It must lead 
to a reply. 

Rev. Ph. Church. —I thought the Meeting rviis of a religious 
character. The only object I had in view, in stating the case 1 did, 
wa.s, that I think w'e lose power with God, we lose power with our 
fellow men, we lose the conscientiousness of religion in secret, by 
alhming ourselves to be interested in things that pertain too much 
to this life, all of which will soon pass away. The Apostles felt, 
that eternity was the scene in which the soul of man was to find 
scope. The .Judgement to come, and the world of bliss or woe, 
filled their hearts, and occupied their attention. Oh ! that it may 
be so with us! If this were the case with the different depart¬ 
ments of this (h)nfercnce—if those that come from the Continent of 
Europe were to get imbued ith this feeling, that they had nothing 
to do but to carry on their spiritual work—if tho.se from the Con¬ 
tinent of America wore to return with the same spirit— if those 
how live in this Island were to lie actuated by the same sentiment 
—oh ! how powerful the ties that would bind us together ! I'lvery 
where the same object at heart—Christ Crucified ; every where 
labour directed to the same end—the .salvation of the soul; and, 
having these things in view, how great would be our harmony, how 
e itirely consecrated would be our feelings, our efforts, our exertions ! 
And I fancy we shall never be in that position, till our eye is thus 
single. I recollect the history of religious freedtmi in this Country, 
seventy-five or a hundred years ago; when Whitefield was de¬ 
claring the message of truth to the inhabitants of this City, and 
when men, outcast from God, and outcast from their fellows, felt 
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till* iiifliionce of that truth. The powerful voice of the preaclier 
reached the multitudes gathered on public commons; tho most 
ahuiidoued classes were brought to tho knowledge of Christ, 
and iutroduced into your Churches; and a large and powerful 
Denomination has sprung up under the influence of those labours— 
one of the greatest of your Denominations—I allude to the Wesleyan 
Rlethodists. How much have they accomplished ! How much 
did the Fathers accomplish—the Wesleys, the Fletchers, and 
their coadjutors ! Let any one study the history of- these men, 
and of the Edwardses and others in America; and he will find, that 
Eternity, and the Judgement Feat, and the worth of the soul, 
(illed every thing—controlled every sentiment, and directed every 
action. Now, my prayer is, that we as a Conference may come 
to the same point, and that we as individual Christians may enter 
into the same spirit, when we are using our influence in removing 
the evils of the World. Let me tell you, all its political, social, 
and moral evils would be removed thus, infinitely sooner than 
could be done by any other course. 0\ir strength lies in our 
indirect attack; and our indirect attack is often the most direct— 
that is attacking a manx conxcieitcc with truths burning upon our 
lips and hearts. Oh ! that we may have a greater aflinity with 
Christ—a greater interest in Ilis Salvation ! 

llev. W. Hevan. —I have received information, that the Com¬ 
mittee are on the point of agreement. Let us bring our minds 
into a solemn state, that, now tliat we have reached the crisis of 
our labours, we may have that abundant blessing from on high, 
«liich shall make it manifest that God is with ns of a truth. 

The lOflth Hymn, of Dr. Watts's 3nd Book, was sung; during 
which, the Committee returned, bringing up their Report. 

Rev. Dr, Steank. —I have to propose, 

“ That Joim Hf.ndeuson, Esq., take the Chair.” 

Tlie Resolution having been seconded, 

Rlr. liBNDRnsoN took the Chair. 

The Chairman. —I am happy to say, that the Committee have 
been guided to a unanimous Report—(Some voices, " No, no,”)— 
tieininc contradiccnle —without any dissension. Sir Culling Eardley 
Smith will bring up the Report. 

Sir CunniNo Eardley Smith.-—I feel that, in the previous 
steps which have been taken by this Conference, our spirit has not 
been altogether such as it ought tu have been in the sight of God. 
I speak for myself—I would not speak for my Brethren, but for 
myself. I am here to acknowledge, that, in hearing the con- 
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elusions that have been come to by sSsembled and selected 
Brethren, and hearing that those conclusions have been unanimous, 
or nemine contradicente, we have on former occasions—at least, 1 
have—too much yielded to a feeling of exuberant joy; whereas it 
would have become us then, and it will become us more now, to 
receive with solemn thankfulness, but combined with solemn awe, 
any conclusion to which, in His mercy and providence, God has 
brought us. I urge this early in my statement, because 1 feel that 
such an attitude of mind is most becoming to the Christian in all 
solemn circumstances,—and also with the greatest confidence in 
God, that He will not permit us again—after thinking that we 
have come to a conclusion, that lie will not permit us again to 
separate. Still, I would wish to remember, that, even with the 
most delightful hopes before us, it may be compatible with His 
mercy, it may be for our best interests, that we should still have 
difficulties to contend with. Therefore, while I proceed to tell 
you, that our Heavenly Father has led us to an unanimous con¬ 
clusion—(so far united, as Dr. Cox by an audible interference 
suggested, that is, a nemine contradicente conclusion,—wc are not 
at liberty to say, it is unanimous)—it is my request, it may be 
received with that humility of heart, and that dependence on God, 
that become us when assembled in the.->e solemn circumstances. 
It has been an Instruction of the Committee, that the licception 
of this Report be first moved and seconded, and, next, that the 
Adoption of the Report be moved and seconded. I'he Reception of 
the Report is to be moved by myself, and seconded by the Rev. J. 
H. Hinton. The Adoption of the Report will be moved by Wr. 
Hinton, and seconded by myself. 

The Committee report:— 

“ Tluit they resolved to rcfiucst the Rev. Dr. Stcanc to join in their dcliberationi. 
“ That, on mature consideration of the entire subject remitted to them, the Com¬ 
mittee recommend to the Conference;— 

“ 1. That the Amendment of the Hon. Justice Cmmpton be finally withdrawn. 
“ 2. That the Resolution adopted on Saturday Evening be rescinded. 

“ 3. That the Resolution submitted to the Conference by the Rev. Dr. 
Schmucker, and seconded by the Rev, Dr. Bunting, on the subject of 
' General Organization,’ be withdrawn, and the following proposition su)>- 
mitted to the Conference in its stend;— 

“ That, whereas Brethren from the Continents of Europe and America, os well os 
in this Country, are unable, without consultation with their Countrymen, to 
settle the detailed arrangements for their respective Countries, it is expedient 
to defer the final and complete organization of the General Alliance, of which 
the foundation has now been laid, till another General Conference. 

“ That the Members of the Alliance be recommended to adopt such organization. 
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in their several Countries, ns, in their judgement, may be most in accordance 
with their peculiar circumstances, without involving the responsibility of one 
part of the Alliance for another ; on the understanding, that Brethren from 
each Country, now present, shall act collectively in originating their respective 
national plans. That, in furtherance of the above Plan, it be recommended, 
for the present, that an Organization be formed in each of the following 
Districts, namely:— 

“ I. The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, exclusive of the North 
American British Colonies. 

“ 2. The United States of America. 

“ 3. The North American Colonics of Great Britain. 

“ 4. The Kingdom of France, Belgium, and French Switzerland. 

“ 5. The North of Germany. 

“ 6. The South of Germany, and German Switzerland. 

“ That an official correspondence be maintained between the several Organizations, 
and that Reports of their proceedings be mutually interchanged, with a view 
to co operation and encouragement in their common object. 

“ That the next General Conference be held at such time and place as, by corre. 
spondence between the Members of the Alliance in different Countries, and by 
the leadings of Divine Providence, shall hereafter be settled.” 

Sir CuLLiNo concluded by moving,— 

“ That this Report be received.” 

Rev. J. H. Hinton. —I second the Motion.—Carried. 

Rev. J. H. Hinton. —The Reception of the Report is a mere 
matter of form, so that that duty was very easily discharged. The 
Adoption of the Report now comes under consideration ; and every 
part is liable to as free and full a discussion as any one can 
desire. It is, of course, implied in my becoming the Mover of 
this Resolution, that the Report has met with my concurrence. 
I state, frankly and unequivocally, that it is so.' Various pro¬ 
positions have been under the consideration of the Committee, 
and great and insuperable difficulties have attended them. In the 
present plan you will perceive, that we suppose ourselves to be rid 
of a good deal of antecedent matter: first, that is, of Mr. Justice 
Crampton’s Amendment; and, next, of the whole of the Resolution, 
to the rescinding of part of which that Amendment was directed. 
The whole of that Resolution is supposed to be thrown overboard 
and also the whole of that Section of the Report of the Sub-Com¬ 
mittee which relates to “General Organization.” Then we have 
clear ground: and now, under the head of “ General Organization,’’ 
as a substitute for the whole of that Section in the programme in 
your hands, is, in effect, this;—that the further arrangements for the 
final and complete organization of the General Alliance be deferred,in 
consequence of the difficulties experienced in proceeding with them_ 
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deferred, however, not in such a way as to violate or destroy the 
unity of the work which has been done. The foundation of the 
General Evangelical AUiance has been laid: that is to say, we who 
are here constitute a General Alliance; none of us are slaveholders ; 
none of the American Brethren are slaveholders; and, with respect 
to ourselves, t/iat question has no existence. VV'e are free to unite 
one with another, as Members of the General Evangelical Alliance. 
But, with respect to any further proceedings, grotind is laid for 
independent and irresponsible action; that is to say, the parties arc 
not involved the one in the proceedings of the other. We may 
proceed to the further organization of the Alliance in Great 
Britain, without our Brethren in France or America being involved 
in the responsibility of what we do in our independent action. 
They may do in America what they think good, in their further 
organization, without our being responsible for what they do in 
their independent action. Whatsoever Members may be hereafter 
admitted into the independent Organizations in the several Coun¬ 
tries, they will not be Members of the Evangelical Alliance, and 
not entitled to any participation in any proceedings of the Evan- 
gelical Alliance. They will be Members of their own National 
Organization, but not Members of the General Alliance—neither 
the English, nor the American, nor the French, nor those of any 
other Country. .So that, if they should receive slaveholders into 
the American Branch, t/ie^ do not come into the Evangelical Alii- 
ance. I acknowledge none to be Members of it, but those who are 
in it now; therefore, it includes no slaveholders. The only p«tint 
in which there might be inconsistency, would be in anticipation of 
a General Conference. A General Conference would not permit 
the mere Members of a National Organization to attend its sittings. 
—Yes, they would; but then there is-to be no General Conference, 
until all the Committees agree to call one. That is the careal in 
that respect. It is not proposed, that there should lie a General 
Conference in London, or New York, or Geneva, or anyw-here else; 
but the place and time shall remain to be determined by the Crm- 
mittees, after communication one with another. One single Com¬ 
mittee, therefore, tan prevent the calling of the General Conference. 
It will be in our power, as the Committee of a British Organiza¬ 
tion—(I do not call it a Branch, but a National Organization)—it 
will be in our power to object to the calling of a General Con¬ 
ference ; and undoubtedly we should object, until we were satisfied 
that there were no slaveholders, or no criminal slaveholders, in the 
American Organization. Should there be such, it will constitute 
as strong a ground for objection to a General Conference, as now to 
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a General Organization. Now, that matter being in the breasts of 
the Committees, a General Conference, which is the only thing to 
bring us together, may be postponed for seven, ten, or twenty-one 
years—or ever. If our Committee pleases, or any one of the 
Committees. It will be in our power to act independently, and so 
as to be sufficiently clear of all responsibility. The American 
Brethren tell us, that within seven years the ground will be clear, 
and we shall see their Organization such as we shall be glad to 
unite with, God grant it may be so ! Our hearts will be clear, as 
the ground is clear. But it is not in our breasts when we shall 
meet together; and we are at liberty to refuse to meet again, till 
the state of things in every country is such as we are satisfied with. 
It seems to me, that the arrangement is one with which we may be 
content. It does not seem to me, that I come at all into contact 
with Slavery in Christian fellowship, or recognize the slaveholders. 
This is subslantially the plan of separate and independent Alli¬ 
ances—that plan which, some of us have seen and felt for a long 
time, is the only practicable one. This is substantially that plan ; 
it creates a separate and independent Alliance, quoad everything 
existing beyond the present company. Here we are conjoined ; 
but, in relation to everything beyond the actual Members of the 
Alliance, the National Organizations are separate and independent. 
It is as truly, I think, the principle of mutual independence, as if 
this Alliance were broken up, and there were no longer any recog¬ 
nized union among us. If we were to break up, and say, there 
shall be a British Alliance—an Americiin Alliance—a hVeiich 
Alliance—we should feel, that would remedy the mischief. But, 
whether the separate character of national proceedings does not 
answer the same end, and yet leave us the J'oundai'wn laid, in exist¬ 
ing arrangements, for a General, or (Ecumenical, -Vlliance, is the. 
point to be considered. I have considered it, to the best of my 
ability. I have yielded my judgement and understanding to it. 
I am happy to have been able to do so. That I have made coii- 
cessipns in the first instance, and great concessions, for the sake of 
unity, is plain. We have had much disagreement; I have wastetl 
much strength, and so have others, in the Committee; but my head 
and heart are now in happy unison. While we have a satisfactory 
solution of difficulties; I am able to rejoice in the existence of a 
General Alliance, ns here constituted; and I know 1 shall have no 
difficulty in washing my hands of all proceedings of a National 
Organization, be they what they may'. I beg to move,— 

“ That the Report bo adopted.” 

Sir Cgi-I/INg Eaudlev Smith.—B y the consent of the Com- 
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inittee, I liave been allowed to second the adoption ol tl.is Report; 
and I do so with the full feeling, that the conscientious objections 
of my dear friend, Sir. Hinton, and of those with whom he is act¬ 
ing, are, ns they ought to be, fully and honestly met by this solu¬ 
tion of our difficulties. As this proposition originally stood in our 
Committee up stairs, it contemplated a hfeeting at Geneva, in a 
given year. That appeared the only suitable place at which we 
could next come t(^ether. The time was 1848. But,—upon the 
declaration of our friend, that the postponement of another Con¬ 
ference, until there had been a correspondence with different 
Countries, would take away a difficulty in complying with the pro¬ 
position,—we unanimously agreed, whatever might be our desire to 
meet again, that it was only due to him and his party, that we 
should yield our feeling as to fixing the period, and leave the 
matter open, till wo could all meet with a safe conscience. I have 
no doubt, with safe consciences we shall be able to meet; because, 

I frankly confess, I stand here the seconder of this proposition, 
with implicit, unreserved, Christian confidence in those Brethren, 
whose national circumstances across the Atlantic are occasioning 
this anxiety. I second it as a vote of British confidence in our 
Transatlantic Brethren. I believe we shall meet with perfect 
safety, perhaps, as soon as we originally contemplated,—certainly, 
I expect, at no remote period. But provision is here made, so that, 
if my hope should be disappointed, the matter stands over, but 
stands over with safety. So much fot the period of the Meeting. 
Now, with regard to a most important point—the personal and 
mutual responsibility in the interim. That point was wisely 
alluded to by Mr. Hinton, as constituting the centre, the marrow, 
the kernel, of the questitm. Is there, in the meantime, for the 
acts performed in one country, any responsibility devolving upon 
the Members of the Alliance in another? Sir, I contend, as 
strongly as words can bring it out, there is no such mutual respon¬ 
sibility. We say, in so many words,—“ That the Members of the 
Alliance be recommended to adopt such organization in their 
.'everal Countries as, in their judgement, may be most in accordance 
with iheir peculiar circumstances, without involving the responsi¬ 
bility of one part of the Alliance for another.” We are, in this 
Hall, the Alliance; and where is the man that would lie prepared 
to deny, as an historical fact, that the Alliance is here } We are 
the. Alliance, met from different parts of the World. We are 
silent as to anything further. All that this commits us to is, that 
we have an Alliance of about a Thousand Brethren. Then, here 
wc recognize one another as Members of this Alliance; and when, 
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in future years, by Divine Providence, we shall meet in another place, 
it is then, and only then, that we shall see, .in enlarged numbers, 
those who constitute the Oecumenical Alliance. We state, that the 
Alliance exists; and upon that basis we leave it to coming months 
to raise a superstructure,—every Member of which we shall be 
prepared, at the end of these coming months, and not till then, to 
recognize, as between man and man, and country and country. 
Therefore, there is nothing in this Document, as our dear friend 
Hinton has said, that commits us to imprudent action, or action 
that is opposed to all our consciences: and I merely add, that I 
intreat our friends to pass, neminc conlradicenle, this Report. 
Allow me, with all the affection and earnestness of which my heart 
is capable, to second the Motion. 

Rev. Isaac Nelson. —I wish a word of explanation. I feel, 
that we are come almost together. On Saturday night, I can as¬ 
sure you, I passed through a few moments of the most fearful 
agony that, perhaps, any one man could have endured. Sitting as 
an humble Member of the Conference, which I need not eulogize 
now,—when I witnessed the general exultation, and heard the 
praises of the Lord sung, I, a mere tyro, a mere child, had the au¬ 
dacity to say, I fear the consequences. If there be an American 
Brother here,—for 1 address myself to them as Brethren in Jesus, 
—if there be an American Brother, who feels, in their position, 
that I wanted to create disunion, or to say an migracious thing of the 
Church of the Lord Jesus Christ beyond the Atlantic, he does me 
wrong. It was in the utmost kindness, in the utmost affection, 
that I took the position I did. I feared then ; and I now put it to 
this Conference, have not my fears been realized ? Between Sa¬ 
turday and Monday, the American Brethren found, that they could 
not carry out the Resolution to which they had agreed,—that is, their 
own declaration : and what strikes me as remarkable is, that I find 
the names of Gentlemen appended to a Protest against that Report 
which they themselves brought in, 

[Here the speaker was very sharply interrupted by Dr. S. H. 
Cox, and some excitement followed; which having subsided, on 
the interference of Sir C. E. Smith and the Minute Secretary,] 

Mr. Nelson proceeded,—I submit, that I am in order. We 
are about to adopt a Report; and I think it is competent to me, as 
a Member of the Alliance, to move an Amendment, if I please, 
and to speak to that Amendment. 

Rev. Dr. Urwick. —I think, it is obligatory upon the conscience 
of every speaker in the Conference, to follow after the things which 
make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another. I 
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ask niy Brother Nelson, when he sees it is disagreeable, if he will 
abstain from reference to what is past, and coniine his observations 
to his Amendment. 

Rev. I. Nelson. —I snbinit. I have no design, no wish. The 
probability is, I shall withdraw any opposition. But I tell my 
American Brethren and Fathers, this is not the way to make a man 
svithdraw opposition. I said, I was a pigmy by the side of Dr. 
Cox. He said, "We are subjected in America to a sordid black¬ 
guardism.” I am not tiltra; nor do I agree with Mr. Garrison 
on this point. There is no point on which I have any sympathy 
with Mr. Garrison, but one—(Cries of “ Question,”) 

Rev. W. Bevan. —I put it to my friend, as a Christian man— 
I put it to him by every consideration that can call for gratitude, 
in connexion with the deliverance our Brethren have brought be¬ 
fore us—whether he is serving the purpose for which the Commit¬ 
tee was appointed, by entering into a discussion that has no relevancy 
to it ? 

Rev. I. Nelson. —I submit, that, on our side, we have not dis¬ 
cussed the question at all. I will read the Amendment ; and, in 
doing so, I desire not to be misunderstood. I am speaking for love 
and for unity. I have made no appeal to Gotl, or to the Holy 
Scriptures ; but I do say, here are the interests of three millions 
of human beings at stake. My Amendment must assume this 
form;— 

“That it is the incumbeat duty of this Meeting to express its desire and opinion, 
that no person claiming the right to hold property in man be received into any 
affiliated Branch of this .Vlliance; as the reception of SlavchoIdctB will dis¬ 
parage the character of this Alliance, and cause many Christians in llrcat 
Britain and Ireland to withdraw horn its connexion, and be the fruitful source 
of diuensiun hctcafWr.” 

I would be willing to withdraw this Amendment, if I understood, 
a.s has been stated by Mr. Hinton, that we have no responsibility 
laid on us in Britain for the acts of the American—what slmll [ 
call them ? 

Rev. G. Jackson, —It was ruled, the other day, that a Brother 
ought to be quite confident, that he has a Seconder for his Reso¬ 
lution. 

Rev. I. Nelson. —I am in the Metropolis of a Country that has 
paid twenty millions sterling to get rid of Slavery ; and yet here I 
am* not to be heard in taking my own course, on moving an Amend¬ 
ment. I do not, if 1 know my own heart, wish to give offence to 
any Member of the Alliance. I want the point clearly understood; 
and if it be clearly explained, I am willing to withdraw the Amend- 
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mcnt. I would not have named the Amendment, nor explained 
the position in which I have been placed, had it not been for the 
language of Dr. Cox. 1 want the point distinctly explained, what¬ 
ever it is. I did not clearly catch it from Mr. Hinton : but, if it be 
clearly put on the records, I am satisfied. The question is, as to the 
nature of the responsibility which will rest on the British Alliance. 
I submit, that the magnificent idea in our hearts, which we were 
all anxious about, is at this moment interrupted. I tell you hum¬ 
bly, Mr. Chairman, that, although I might find difficulty in prose¬ 
cuting the argument with regard to Slavery in this Court, there are 
courts where I shall have a majority. I want to say nothing behind 
the backs of the majority here, that I have not said to their faces. I 
want to say nothing that will give them offence : but I am still left 
at uncertainty, with regard to the amount of responsibility that will 
rest on the Co-ordinate Alliances. I refer to the remark of Mr. 
Kirk. He went into the whole of the question. He said, a man 
might be in the position of a slaveholder innocently: are we to re¬ 
ceive such a person to the Alliance ? When the Co-ordinate Branch 
is working out its project, what will be the effect ? If wo in Britain 
(and you know, how close the Intercourse between us and America 
is—you know, there are parties watching—I say to «iur American 
Brethren, that there are parties watching—and, suppose a well- 
authenticated case comes up)—(Cries of “ Question.”) I am will¬ 
ing to sit down. 

Rev. A. D. Campbkli,.'*-! would intreat a heating for my 
Brother, who is in a small minority. I wish him not to leave Lon¬ 
don with the impression, that there was a want of even-handed 
justice in the case. 

Rev, I. Nelson. —I repeat again, you are a Co-ordinate Alli¬ 
ance ; and I wish to know, if it be found, that there is in the 
Co-ordinate Branch in America a man claiming a right to property 
in man, will there be an appeal to you ? 

Rev. Dr. Carlile, of London.—Might I ask your permission. 
Sir, just to give IMr. Nelson an illustration, that, I think, will satisfy 
his scruples. I understand Mr. Nelson to have said this: “ If you 
can show me that it is possible to have independent action, without 
mutual responsibility, all my scruples are removed.” I will give 
him an illustration. Aly friend, Mr. Nelson, is a very faithful and 
devoted Minister of the General Assembly of the Irish Presbyter¬ 
ian Church. That Church holds direct official intercourse with, at 
least, the Old-School General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States,—as direct as the Report of the Committee pro¬ 
poses that there should be between the affiliated associations, to be 
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called the British Branch, and the American Branch of the Alli¬ 
ance. Now, I am quite sure, my friend would not say before this 
Meeting, I am responsible for the Presbyterian Church in 
America,”—many of whose Ministers, and a large number of whose 
Elders, are slaveholders. He feels no scruple in holding Ecclesi¬ 
astical intercourse with the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States; because there is an independent action in both Churches, 
and no mutual responsibility. I rejoice in this Report; it just 
takes what I believe to be the proper ground in regard to the Alli¬ 
ance. It will give us independent action. As long as the Mem¬ 
bers in America keep to our common Doctrinal Basis, so long wo are 
to give them the right hand of fellowship. If ever a slaveholder 
comes in, I will discuss that question: but not till then. 

Rev. I. Nkt-son. —Dr. Carlile has touched ujion one of the 
solemn considerations, that have compelled me to appear so per¬ 
tinacious with this Conference. I /tin a member of the Irish 
General Assembly ; and, at our last meeting, we wrote a very strong 
letter on this subject to America ; declaring, that there could be 
no fellowship between us, if they continued to retain slaveholders. 
Now, I am perfectly content with the illustration of Dr. Carlile. 
The intercourse between us and the -American Presbyterians is 
such as, I am afraid, would not be allowed between the Co¬ 
ordinate Alliances. Am I to understand, that, as an independent 
Alliance, we shall have the liberty of corresponding, or pleading 
with, or instructing, our American Allies with regard to their duty 
on this question ? (Cries of “ Certainly.”) With this e.vplana- 
tion, I have no anxiety to discuss the question. I think, I have 
not intnided much on the Conference. This may be considered an 
intrusion; but I stayed here, that I might reserve to myself the 
right of saying so much. I have no objection now to withdraw the 
Amendment. 

Rev. Norman Macleod. —I am satisfied with what the Com¬ 
mittee have done. When the Report is given in, I would not 
discuss its merits. I rise more for the purpose of putting a single 
question ; it is this r—while I understand, that one Committee 
may prevent the meeting of the whole of the Branches, can a 
Committee prevent a meeting of the iirescnl Memfiers of the 
Alliance, as it now stands ? Suppose circumstances should arise, 
in which it might be desirable that the IMembers of this Alliance 
should meet ti^ether ; would it be in the power of any Branch to 
prevent a meeting of the Members of the present Alliance ? 

Rev. J. H. Hinton. —That is not yet provided for. 

•Sir (h.'Li.iNO Earoi.ky Smith.—W e only negative that which 
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might do harm. After what has passed, I would put it to the 
American Brethren—after such a concession has been made to 
conscience—(none of our difficulties are to be compared with those 
of Mr. Hinton)—is it possible to go to the vote now ? 

Rev. Dr. Bunting. —I do think, the Report should be seconded, 
formally, by one of our American fathers. 

Rev. Akthub Tidman. —I should regret, if the kindly sug¬ 
gestion of Sir Culling Eardley Smith were hastily adopted. I 
think, it has been one of our great mistakes, that, instead of 
allowing freedom of discussion, there has been a call for premature 
decision. I am sure, we shall all respect the justice, and candour, 
and independence of the Brethren, from whom the Report has 
proceeded. AVe want nothing in our minds to add to the force 
which the Report is calculated to give. At the same time, in 
coming to the vote—(and I mean to V'ote cordially for the adoption 
of the Report) —but, in coming to that vote, I think, we should 
have a clear understanding of the case. I take it, this is virtually 
a dissevering of the Alliance. (Cries of “ No, no.”) We are 
now to have a British Alliance, instead of having, what has here¬ 
tofore been the charm and the glory of the whole project, an 
Alliance for the World. From tlie first, I thought l/iat was im¬ 
practicable. I have long been convinced that it is so; and I think 
that the Report which has now been brought up is a tacit admission, 
that we are so differently constituted—not imputing blame to any, 
but so differently constituted in our circumstances—that we cannot 
form an association for combined action, but are allowed to have 
our own Alliances in) our several Countries,—and that, while w'e 
shall breathe mutual goodwill, we have not mutual responsibility, 
but perfect independency of action. I think, that is the right 
course, the manly course, the Christian course, the safe course; 
and my impression is, that this will sooner remove the obstacles to 
our universal co-operation, than any attempt that might have 
been made prematurely to have combined us in one association. I 
hope, the day is much nearer than even our sanguine friend. Sir 
Culling Eardley Smith, has anticipated, when we shall be able 
to meet at Geneva, or New York, or where you plea.se, and when 
all the difficulties that now exist—without blame to any, with pain 
to all—will be totally removed, and removed, to seme degree, by tlie 
influence and spirit of the Association we are now about to form. 

Rev. Dr. Wardjc-aw. —^When I left the Conference yesterday, 
I confess, I did it with an unbelieving heart. I did it under a 
general impression, that, when I returned, I should be under tlie 
painful necessity of giving in my last protest on the subject, and 
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witlidrawing from tlie Alliance. That was niy belief, when 1 left 
yesterday; and I have felt now, as I have felt on former occasions, 
the deficiency of my faith, and how God has reproved it. In the 
proposal that has now been made to the Conference, I have ex¬ 
pressed concurrence in the Committee: I now express it more 
]>ublicly. 1 do it upon this ground— ln<o grounds, I might say. 
First, I think, it supplies an omission in the original formation of 
the Alliance,—namely, that we had not carried on a correspondence 
with our Transatlantic Brethren, before we invited them to this 
Country, and fully understood one another, before we came to¬ 
gether. I apprehend, that mistake arose from a good principle,— 
namely, the earnest desire, by which we were all animated, to have 
the Alliance as speedily as possible accomplished. The motive 
was good: but still I think it was a mistake, that we did not 
clearlv and fully understand one another before we came together. 
On that ground, I think this is supplying the want of the original 
correspondence, that ought to have been entered into. The next 
ground is, the entire irresponsibility of one section of the Alliance 
for the proceedings of another,—during, what I will call, the experi¬ 
ment we are about to make. 1 look upon it in the light of an 
experiment. Let it be said, we are virtually to be three Alliances, 
in the mean while, instead of one. It is still one in one respect ; 
we have formed a certain Doctrinal Basis—on that ground we are 
one: but still, in regard to our operations, we form distinct 
Alliances ; that is, we act upon our own responsibility alone, and 
the action of any one department of the Alliance is not to be 
understood, in the least degree, as involving responsibility on the 
part of another. This is an experiment that we are about to 
make: let us try it. And if, in the Providence of God, cir¬ 
cumstances should so turn out, that we can hereafter cordially 
co-operate, every heart will rejoice: if it should be otherwise, 
then we shall have ground on which to act, ns separate Alliances, 
for the future. If we find we cannot go on together—Suppose, 
for example, there were a large infusion of slaveholders into the 
the Alliance-Branch in America; and if, on a special occasion, 
it were proposed that another assembly should be held here, and 
we could not hold that assembly without having such parties 
amongst us—then, for one, I should feel it my duty to withdraw. 
But I hwk upon it as an experiment: and we are not responsible, 
ddring the interval, for the action of our American Brethren. I 
trust, the conclusion to which we come will not be misunderstood. 
When explanations are required by our fellow countrymen from 
Mr. Hinton, myself, and others that have taken part on this 
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subject, we have power, if assailed for inconsistency, to make those 
explanations; and, I think, this is tlie best course that we can 
pursue in present exigencies. 

llev. Dr. Skinneb. —We have not obtained all that we wish 
to obtain from our Heavenly Father : but we have obtained some, 
thing. We have obtained, I must think, much. We have an 
Evangelical Alliance. We have adopted a Doctrinal Basis on 
which to rest; and, if we had done nothing else than adopt that 
Doctrinal Basis, we should have accomplished a great, a glorious 
work. My heart has been more rejoiced by this fact — that 
different Denominations of the Protestant Church have come 
together, consulted together, and been able, with great unity, 
to adopt such a Doctrinal Basis as that which forms the foundation 
of this Alliance—my heart has rejoiced more at this, than at any 
thing else that has taken place during our sessions. I rejoice to 
believe, that a great, an unspeakable good to the Protestant World 
will grow out of the fact, that we have here adopted such a 
Doctrinal Basis. I do not conceive, I cannot conceive, that we 
are not an Evangelical Alliance. We are an (Ecumenical Alliance. 
We have not yet completed our organization, and possibly W’e may 
not be able to complete it during our lifetime : but we have 
commenced the work, and the completion must go on under the 
direction of the Providence of God. I verily believe, the time will 
come, when the work which we have commenced here will attain 
its consummation. I am perfectly persuaded in my own mind, 
that it is of God—that He has commenced it, that He has been 
conducting us through all our relations, and that His work w ill go 
on, under His direction and blessing, even to its cousiiinniation. 
1 am not disappointed. I believe, we have laid the best basis we 
can lay ; and I am prepared, wth all my heart and soul, to vote for 
the adoption of this Rejwrt. 

Rev. J. V. Himks.—I wish to make one or two remarks in 
favour of the Report before us. I feel as strongly as our friend, 
Mr. Nelson, or Dr. Wardlaw, or any that liave spoken, on the 
subject of Slavery,—and ant as decided,—and, after all the dis¬ 
cussions in the Committee, and in the Conference, I am satisfied, that 
the great majority of our American Brethren are not ready to do 
anything on this question as it .should be done. 

Rev. Dr. Skinneb.— I hope, Mr. Himes will forbear such re- 
marks. 

Rev. J. V. Himes. —I do not wish to give offence, t mean, 
that they are not prepared to take a stand on the subject of Slavery, 
that will meet the English conscience, if I may so speak—and I go 
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with thal, with all my heart. Better that we should ilo nothing in 
the Alliance on this subject, than not do it as it should be done. 
We want the Anti-Slavery literature, and spirit, and conscience of 
England to help us; for, though the question does not come np, 
and is not carried, here, it will not rest. It is not destined to rest in 
our owri Country, and I trust it will not rest here. Now, Mr. 
Chairman, I am glad that the question has been ivithdrawn* and 
that we have substituted this Report,on another account: it is this. 
Our English Brethren feel, that in the former instance they have 
made a compromise, and have rendered themselves ridieulous before 
the World. For that compromise I did not vote, nor could I. 
Our Brethren are glad to get themselves back on the original 
platform ; and I stand with them: and we want them to stand there 
—not to give an inch of ground—and bring the whole power of 
tlieir Anti-Slavery influence to bear upon 'America; that these 
Brethren, who profess the same sentiments—(and I have no reason to 
doubt their profession, whatever others may do—I believe these 
Brethren from America, tiiat stand high in tlie Church, high in the 
Country, high in literature, high in religion, and I am not prejiared 
to speak against them)—I say, that these Brethren may help to 
bring the people and the Churches in America into that position, 
in which they can act with you. I believe, they are ready to do it 
now. I say, we want our English Brethren to help us, and we 
will help ourselves. I am glad, therefore, that we have been able 
to hit upon a plan, by which the Anti-Slavery feeling of Great 
Britain may be pre.served undefiled; and we shall have the voice 
of England, and the voice of Ireland, to which our Brother has 
made reference, saying, Con:e over to us, every Branch of the 
American Church, now that you can act from the fulness of your 
own hearts, and that your hands are not tied.” I trust this will be 
case. 

Rev. S. A. Walkeu. —As an Irishman, I cannot allow the Ques¬ 
tion to pass without stating my opinion. We have a strong opinion 
in my Country: I will not give it you with the same strength as 
the other side; but I trust that we shall give you an honest opinion. 
At first, I deprecated the introduction of Slavery altogether ; I con¬ 
sidered, that it was not at all consistent with our object. I must say, 
in reference to the American Brethren, I cannot allow them to re¬ 
turn to their own Country, without declaring the high admiration I 
entertain, and shall always entertain, for the manner in which they 
have conducted themselves throughout this trying discussion. I 
have seen the sacrifices they have made, to conciliate the kindness 
and affection of their English Brethren. I feel, they have strong 
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principles on this subject; and I entirely sympathize with them in 
all their feelings. 1 know, they believe the question ought not to 
have been introduced; and yet they have yielded, they have 
struggled with themselves, and it now comes before you in a position 
that adds to my distress. I grieve from the bottom of my heart, 
that circumstances have compelled this position ; and I, for one, am 
disappointed. I did believe, that I was about to embrace America, 
and all our Foreign Brethren, upon the Basis we had succeeded in 
establishing. I feel as if I could not do it now: I trust, I shall 
be able; for I am not going to throw discouragement upon the 
Resolution; I shall endeavour, as far as in me lies, to render the 
plan in view as perfect as possible. I tvish my American Brethren 
to remember this fact: the Irish heart—my heart—throbs to be 
united with them, upon the principles of a common Protestant 
Faith. I long to hold union with them, not merely in name, but in 
action. We want to be united in action with oUrF'oreign Brethren. 
We want to sympathize with them in their struggles; and that, not 
with cold sympathy, but, as far as opportunity is furnished, ex¬ 
tending our hands towards them, to enable tliem to carry out their 
objects, in spreading the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Rev. Dr. UnwicK.—I do not rise to repeat compliments, or to 
say anything 1 said the other day ; but I have never been so satis¬ 
fied with our name as I shall be when this Resolution is passed. I 
cannot agree to the idea, that this Resolution, if adopted, will be 
the shattering of our Alliance, or the forming of so many different, 
distinct, independent Alliances. I ask you. Sir, and I ask iny 
Brethren, what is an Alliance.^ I say, an Alliance is not an 
aggregating together of individuals merely into one Body, but the 
combination together of different Bodies, of different Nations, for 
some important common object. Now, I think, we have thal pre¬ 
cisely in what is projected, and I hope we shall have it. It has 
been said, we are joined merely on a common Basis : now, I say, we 
have distinctly defined our Objects; and, when our Branches are 
formed, we shall then be all co-working together for these various 
important objects. If we had had, fully and strictly, an Alliance 
of Evangelical men—or Bodies, if you please —Organhations is the 
proper word—an Alliance of Organizations, all based most incon¬ 
testably upon Evangelical principles, and for purposes entirely and 
altogether, distinctly and decidedly. Evangelical,—we might have 
been too exuberant in our joys. But I believe. Providence is 
bringing us to a state that will be more satisfactory to us all, than 
even the state to which we thought we had come last Saturday night. 
I think we shall have really uud truly an Evangelical AlUanc.-. 

<i a 
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Rev. Dr. Bekchkr.— I am not going to occupy your time: I 
want to shed a little light. It is of some importance, that we should 
understand exactly and aright the effect which the decision of the 
Committee has upon our future organization. We have become 
more independent than we were, and 1 fear we shall get no General 
Alliance now. We have not touched n page of what we completed 
before ; we shall stand as we should have stood if we had had no 
difficulties. It was understood, that one department should not be 
under the control of another, nor of the majority of the others; 
it was understood, that one department should not be under the 
control of the General Alliance. In what possible ways could this 
General Alliance co-operate with us ? Only in two : one was, the 
Basis ; the other was, that we were to meet once in three, five, or 
seven years, to have a Public Meeting—a manifestationand 
between these two Meetings there was to be no general action of 
this Conference provided for. We were to be all but dead; only, 
we expected to come up at some proper time, and have a living 
existence. The separate Alliances were to work alone ; we could 
not vote, or do anything else: and all we should have had to do, if 
no difficulty had arisen, is exactly what we have to do now. We 
have one Body, the Members whereof can hold fellowship: the door 
is open to each Brother’s sanctuary. Glory to God in the highest for 
this union; the union of all Denominations of the people of the 
Lord Jesus Christ in this Cause! TAal we have got under the 
present organization, and that we shall keep. It has been said, as 
I have observed in a Committee, that there is nothing in a name ; 
I say, there is everything in a name. If you give a little name to 
a thing appropriately, it is a little thing; if you give a name to 
that which is above all, it is a great name, because it expresses 
what is great. I say, this Alliance is the most glorious measure 
which the Providence of God, under the administration of Jesus 
Christ, has produced. All hearts felt it; it went like an electric 
shock through all our cities and churches; it produced one simul- 
taneous movement, and outbursting of Amens! It is a great, a 
glorious union. It is like all God's other works; when we find 
them out, they are the most simple things. The Sun makes no 
bluster about what he does; and we make no bluster about what 
we do. It is simply that we are united in heart, united in confi¬ 
dence, on a basis that is permanent; and nobody can, or will, 
separate us. We do not want to meet together, to keep it up: it 
it the love of Jesus Christ beating in our hearts; it is eye to 
eye, and shoulder to shoulder, in the glorious conflict that is coming 
on. We have got our independence—as independent at the air; 



■nVET.Fl'U DAY-MOKNINO SY;SSION. 


•151 


and we have got our union—as strong as the arm of Omnipotence. 
The Lord Jesus Christ has got us marshalled for this simple 
business: there is one brigade here under orders, another there-, 
and now let us go, under His guidance and providence, against the 
universal enemy. 

Rev. S. L. PoMBOY. —I entirely concur in the Report brought 
in. I voted for it in Committee, and 1 vote for it now. I thank all 
our English, Irish, and Scotch friends, and all others, for the many 
kind expressions they have been pleased to use respecting the 
American Brethren j only, I think, they have done us a little more 
than justice—we do not deserve it all. Now, a great many want to 
talk—as I do myself. But I beseech Brethren, if they can with a 
good and clear conscience, just to allow the matter to come to the 
vote. We are exhausted, we are nervous, we are impatient; we 
are all in that position. We all want to talk—just as people do 
when they have got crotchets. But, if you can with a good 
conscience, just allow the matter to come to the vote. (Cries of 
“ Vote.”) 

Rev. Dr. Patton. —I wish to say one or two things, before the 
vote is taken. First:—I wish it to be distinctly understood, as an 
allusion has been made to the American Brethren, that they are 
entirely unanimous with regard to this projiositiou. It meets their 
concurrence, as far as I can ascertain by their expressions in our 
individual conversations on the subject ; and it is due and proper 
that I should also state, that the American Brethren, in coming to 
this conclusion, have come to it for some of the same reasons for 
which our English Brethren have come to it. It has been stated, 
that our English Brethren have had trials on the subject of Slavery. 
Our American Brethren have had trials on other subjects. We feel, 
that we need time to disabuse the mind of America on some subjects, 
and that of England on others ; and we think that we shall best 
eflFect it, by leaving the thing to remain over for a little while, and 
providing for correspondence. I would say to our Irish Brethren,— 
write over to us ; send letter after letter; and we will pledge our¬ 
selves to send sheet for sheet. Everything is kept bright by rubbii^; 
and we will rub them till they are as bright as stars. In this way we 
shall be prepared for doing what we cannot do now. We have 
concluded to adjourn the full Alliance till we have had corre¬ 
spondence ; and there will come a time when we shall meet again. 
We will then take up the subject anew, and go on just as men 
ride and tie in America. Two men start on a journey ; one rides, 
ties up his horse, and goes on; the other then rides, ties up his 
horse, nd goes on. In that way we shall get on. It is the best 
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way in the world. If we meet again in three years. Brother 
Hinton will be a wiser man ; in three years Brother Beecher will 
be a wiser man ; and, by the grace of God, in three years we shall 
all be wiser men: we shall come again %vitli more experience, from 
having looked at the subjects on which we have disagreed; and we 
shall see if we can agree, and then come together. I think we 
have done a great deal of good. I will say to this Brother, (Rev. 
S. A. Walker,) I am a Member of the Alliance, and so is he. If I 
go to Ireland, I will go and see him ; and if he comes to America, 
and does not come and see me, I will report him to the Alliance. 

Sir C. E. Smith. —I think there is a difficulty upon some 
minds; and I should like to remove it. The Report is in a lump ; 
and the question would be, whether it would be convenient to take 
it clause by clause, and pass it clause by clause, so that we may 
assent—I will not say without discussion, but with as little dis¬ 
cussion as possible—that we may take up into our minds that 
which we are doing. I submit, whether it is possible to take the 
clauses of this Report seriatim. 

Rev. Dr. Bcntixo.— 1 suppose that I am crotchety,—and that 
our American friend meant by that, talkative. I have attended 
the Conference with great anxiety, morning, noon, and night; but 
1 have no desire to be loquacious;—that, however, is departing 
from my point. 1 wish just to say. that it is iin])uttant, not only 
that the thing should be done, but done in the right svay. It is 
imiwrtant, that this Report should be adopted, with only such ver¬ 
bal amendments, as may not convey any wrong impression concern¬ 
ing it. 1 should be very sorry if it went out, as my excellent 
friend, i\Ir. Tidman, intimated, that this is not an Alliance. I 
think it is, in a most important sense, an Alliance, and an Evan¬ 
gelical Alliance. 1 hope, we shall not, from some little disajipoint. 
ment that any man may have experienced ns to what he originally 
contemplated, be in the habit of thinking of it as a failure. In 
comparison with the .sanguine expectations of some, it may be a 
postponement, or suspension, for a time, of much that they hoped 
for; but, looking to it as a whole, it is anything but a failure. 
That such a Meeting should come together, and there should be so 
much brotherly love, proves, it is not a failure. It would not have 
been a failure, if we could have come to no organization at all: but 
we have got farther than that; we have got a Doctrinal Basis, on 
which we are substantially agreed,—and a scheme of Objects, con¬ 
formably to which we can proceed to act, as we may find it expe¬ 
dient and desirable. I consider the whole business to have been an 
experiment from first to last. It was a great experimept tofhll the 
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Meeting at Liverpool; by God’s blessing it succeeded; it led to 
this; and the experiment has been, to a large amount, successful. 
We have not found it possible to do everything we wished to do: 
but what we agree to is, thht the experiment shall go on, under 
that brotherly influence under which it has hitherto been prose¬ 
cuted. I have often felt, I could not assent to many things said in 
speeches: but in the Resolutions of the Conference I have heartily 
agreed. For one, I have not been disappointed. I never thought 
it probable, that, without much correspondence and interchange of 
sentiment, we could realize those magnifleent schemes which some 
contemplated. They were noble in motive; they were generous in 
principle: but, I think, not sufliciently practical. I am not dis¬ 
appointed. We have got as far as 1 thought we should get at this 
Conference; and, by God’s blessing, those who live to see another 
will get further. 

Rev. Dr. F. A. Cox.—As, from the position I occupied, it was 
my duty on Saturday night to bring in the Report which was then 
adopted, but which is likely shortly to be superseded by that now 
before the House,—allow me to say one word in regard to what has 
occurred in our pre^ess to the present time. When the Report 
was introduced, I reminded the Chairman, that it was not unani¬ 
mous, but agreed on nemiiie conlradicenle. What I \nsh to say is, 
that I was one of those who did not concur with the general 
unanimity in that Committee: at the moment of its being brought 
in, 1 did feel apprehensive, that we should of necessity be involved 
in a responsibility which I could not take. Our friends of the 
Committee are aware, how strongly I expressed myself. I wish to 
be understood; I would have it to go forth, with all the decision 
that becomes me as maintaining Anti-slavery views, that, in the 
discussions of the Committee this day, 1 have felt it my duty to 
express with firmness the strong apprehension which I did enter¬ 
tain, that our entire co-operation in the proceedings now proposed 
would have a tendency to damage lhal principle, or my position in 
connexion with this Union. I rise to say now, with the greatest 
pleasure, that I have listened with profound attention to every word 
that has been said this morning on the subject; and, looking at the 
various statements, pro and con, which have been made,—though I 
came inte the room with the apprehension, that I should feel my¬ 
self called upon, as a man of honesty, sincerity, and consistency, in 
the exercise of a painful duty, requiring great moral courage, if not 
to lift up my hand, to lift up my voice, on the ground of the Anti¬ 
slavery principles I hold, because Of the responsibility in which I 
feel myself involved,—having previously come to this conclusion, I 
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rise with great satisfaction to say, that, weighing everything that 
was said before I left the room, (which I was compelled to do 
under circumstances of domestic affliction,) there is now, os far as 
I am concerned, no nemine coniradicfnfe. I trust that this Resolu¬ 
tion will be passed unanimously by this Assembly, and that we shall 
go forth from this moment a united Alliance,—united together, in 
England, in America, on the Continent, and throughout the World, 
in carrying out our grand principles,—especially the grand reality of 
Christian Union, This will astonish and confound our enemies, 
and advance the glorious triumphs of the Cross of Christ in this 
our apostate World! 

Rev. Dr. S. H. Cox.—I rise with great reluctance, and only 
liecause it seems to be my duty ; otherwise, I would not have 
retarded 3 ’oiir triumph one moment, in coming unanimously to the 
vote. I entered the Hall determined to give the j»resent proposal 
my vote, and cordial support and adhesion. I ought to say, in 
honesty, I do it on the principle of concession alone. I ought to say, 
that I have voted for a great many things, that have preceded this, 
on the very same principle. We Americans came here, I really 
believe, with great simplicity of motive; and, with all our in- 
iirniities—and our friends and ancestors took their infirmities from 
Europe—we came with the greatest veneration for those spirits, 
of different Denominations, who have carried on and matured, as 
far as they could, the preliminaries of this great enterprise. For 
myself I can say, we have liad no disposition to innovate, but only 
to conform and confirm ; and I say this in reference to a remark of 
Mr. Hinton’s, in which he was not quite .so gracious us the grace of 
God should have made him to be. 

A AIembkr.— Let bygones be bygones. 

Dr. S. H. Cox. — Old things have passed away, all things have 
become new. I will not advert to it. I only say, I believe, we 
have no disposition to innovate; and if we have had any agency 
in making the Ninth Article, we seem to have been led to it without 
the least premeditation. But, in reference to the Alliance, let me 
make one or two remarks. Christian Union we have all desired, 
and upon Christian principle. I believe, God put the desire there. 
We have but one Saviour, one heaven, one Gospel, one hope, one 
destiny as Christiansbut what has prevented Christian Union 
hitherto? 1 will tell you. Instead of magnifying the things in 
which we agree, and waiving the things In which we differ, some 
one has always brought the things of difference in. That has been 
the reason. I would not be severe to the errors of our common 
infirmity. I consider it of the essence of partial views, th'at there 
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should be differences of opinion. A man must be oecumenical in 
soul, or he is not fit to come to an Alliance of this sort. He does 
not understand it. I solemnly believe, that, if the Americans had 
been untrammelled, they would have been more eflicacious, and 
they would have been more anxious for your approbation—though 
that is not the highest motive. We do not want your approbation; 
but we do not despise it. I believe there is great virtue in it, and I 
have no objection to it. I have been thinking of charioteers like 
Jehu, without his mission, driving furiously—and without going 
against the house of Ahab altogether; and when our Brethren 
would introduce the Slavery Question, I felt that it was a Rider on 
the Bill. When our Episcopalian Brethren were over here in 1793 
—and I hope my Brethren of the Establishment will not think I 
would wound their feelings—I sincerely love them—when they 
came to ask for an Act for the consecration of two Bishops, it was 
granted them: but Lord North put a Rider on that Bill, that 
almost broke it down, and provoked young Brother Jonathan to cry 
out against it. “ Nevertheless, provided always, that no Clergyman, 
who shall be ordained in the American Episcopal Church, is, in 
consequence of the Parliamentary grant, to be considered competent 
to officiate in any one of the churches of His Majesty's Dominions.” 
Allow me to carry it out. When I was here in 1833,—on the 
Wednesday I dined with Lord Teignmouth, and on the next 
Saturday with Lord Bexley. I sat next to Dr. Otter, afterwards 
Bishop of Chichester, and now gone to his account. He made 
some severe remarks. I asked him, if he had ever seen clergymen 
from America—for instance. Bishop M'llvaine, and Dr. Milner ? 
He replied, he had. tasked, "Have you heard them?” "Oh 
no ! and I do not know any body that ever did.” " Do you not know, 
that their function ceases in the British Islands ?” This took the 
attention of some gentlemen; and Lord Bexley told me, he did 
not knoiv the fact. I said, " I know it was inserted as an ex¬ 
ception and, as in America we do not like bonds, I advised them 
to have it rescinded—and now it is rescinded. But the politicians 
of America have said, in reference to tliat Act, " You never can get 
a good Act from England, without a Riderand tliey would have 
said the same thing, if we had gone with the Resolution of Saturday. 
1 think, this is an improvement uiK>n it. I think, this document 
intimates a proper degree of confidence in us as Christians, and 
confidence in us as sincere Anti-Slavery men. There is not a man 
here that loves Slavery. A great many prayers go up in America; 
but they are not for Slavery—they are for its demolition and 
destruction. 1 say, without giving a formal pledge, it is my con- 
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viction, that gentlemen need not be scared out of their senses by the 
idea of connexion with criminal slaveholders. I believe you will 
see that what I have said was true. I believe, the influence of this 
Alliance will be most blessed on the Evangelical interests of 
.America, and the enfranchisement of the slaves. I believe the slave 
is A MAN ,* I take him as my brother. I know he has a soul, and 
Christ can redeem it: and I grieve that Slavery should deal with 
him as it does. But allow me to go further, for a reason you will 
see. I will soon come to the ]>oint. There is a spirit of Aboli¬ 
tionism—for we distinguish between Anti-Slavery and Abolitionism 
—the words are now technical—there is a spirit of Alioiitionism, 
which, I believe, is revolutionary and agrarian, down-levelling, and 
destructive, and infidel. Of all iny American colleagues, my 
Brother Himes is the only one of the party who is here; but he does 
not go for infidelity. He has risen in my esteem by my approxima¬ 
tion to him ; but—when he said what we were going to do, and not 
going to do—“ wir jiidice,” I replied, “me judice,” we will do 
right, and he will be there to help us. But, with respect to the 
other mode of procedure, I will tell you, that we will not go with 
it at all. There arc a thousand reasons against it, and this is one ; 
—some of our best civilians and lawyers lielieve, they are obnoxious 
to the gallows. They would dissolve the I'nion, and they wish to 
dissolve it. I believe, the moment that notion is carried out, the 
slave will be crushed. M'e all think, that, for the sake of the 
slave, and universal freedom, the unity of the United States— 
nptvards of 30 — 40, before long—must be pre.served intact. These 
j arties have come to this City, and are not only slandering tis — a 
’(■art of their vocation—but endeavouring to get British Christians 
into the scrape of dissolving the Union, Shall we act with them .* 
The Lord save us from their tender mercies !—the Lord save us 
from their fellowship ! Because we have no connexion with them, 
do you think we have no connexion with freedom ? I believe we 
have ; and all the more, because the diflerence is so complete. I 
now conclude, with one remark in reference to our Brother from 
Belfast; and I will be as gentle with him as I can. 

Rev. I. Nelson. —I was not permitted to speak; I must appear 
decided now. I was anxious to promote the unanimity of the 
.Meeting, as much as I could; but I take leave to say, that Dr. 
Cox used the word “ insolence ” quite out of place, and I call 
upon him to withdraw it. 

Dr. .S, H. Cox.—I withdratv it. I wish to say what I can to 
heal a wound I gave—although 1 had great provocation. Not only 
myself, but all the Americans, felt injured by what we endured In 
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Mr. N.'s speech. I am sorry I used the word complained of, because 
I do not know that he intended it: but I felt that my Country was 
bleeding’at his feet, and greatly injured. I felt, he implied, that we 
were not fit to be trusted out of sight—that our protestations were 
not deserving of belief. We cannot be treated so: we are not so 
treated in America; and we do not so treat our Brethren. If he 
did not mean that, it was the necessary implication; but I forbear 
to go into particulars. I held down my spirit; I caught old 
Adam, and kept him in: but I determined, I would not remain in 
the Alliance, if our Brother talked about us in the same wsiy again. 
Instead, however, of walking out, I interrupted him. It is possible, 
I may have been a little too sensitive. I am willing to forbear. I 
read it in the Bible, and I have thought of it. -1 have no ill rvill 
to my Brother: but I hope he will never make such a speech 
against America again. 

Rev. I. Nelson explained, and signified his acceptance of the 
apology offered by Dr. Cox. 

Rev. J. 11. Hinton. —With a view to help the matter on to a 
conclusion, I beg to put the Motion before the Chair in these 
words:— 

“ That the Report be adopted, the Resolution recommended being subject to 
revision in its details at the next Session.” 

The vote now to be taken should be equivalent to establishing the 
principle, leaving the details to the next Session. 

Hereupon, the Rev. I. Nelson rose, and again avowed his per¬ 
plexity as to the effect of the Resolution, and the precise character 
which it would impress upon the Alliance. This perplexity Sir C. 
E. Smith laboured to relieve, but without success. On Mr. N.’s 
attempting to prolong the conversation, he was reminded, that, 
having withdrawn his Amendment, he could not repeat his obser. 
vations, 

Mr. Nelson. —I must, then, enter a protest. 

Sir Culling Eardley Smith.— Let me say, that I would 
sooner that we spent a few moments of time, and satisfied our 
friend. He asked me a question. I think, our friend means what 
is right, and what we mean. I think, he means, that, if his 
conscience is not committed to approbation of what is done wrong 
on the other side of the Atlantic, he has no objection to our pro. 
ceedings. My conviction is, that his conscience is not so committed ; 
because the terms on which this Report stands are such, as utterly 
to prevent the possibility of his being so committed. I repeat 
again what I have said. He asked the question, whether we were 
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an (Ecumenical Alliance before the Basis was passed ? No ; up 
to the time of its being passed, we were not: we were a Conference. 
Upon its being passed, we became an Alliance quoad hoc. I say, 
we went further, and became an Alliance quoad hoc; and since 
that, we hare been an Alliance quoad the Doctrines set up. Thus 
far we have proceeded together, to the terror of the Devil, and the 
Pope; and it cannot be undone: as to anything further, we do 
not msh to be considered an Alliance. We put the Allionce on that 
ground, and no other. 

Rev. I. Nelson explained, and again pressed his difficulty— 
which Rev. Dr. Carlile, of London, endeavoured ineffectually to 
remove. 

Rev. Dr. Bunting. —Had our friend and Brother, Mr. Nelson, 
been amongst us during the last nine months—had he been in 
more intimate connexion with the Irish Branch, to which he would 
have belonged—I earnestly hope, and willingly believe, Uiat we 
should not have heard some things which we have head. I beg to 
tender to him my brotherly advice,—if there should be another 
Conference, not to wait for intercourse with the Members who will 
compose it till within three days of their assembling; but to go 
betimes among them, and pray with them, and attend the meetings 
for devotional exercises, which will l)e held in the district in 
which he lives, and to listen to their conversation, and catch their 
spirit: and then, 1 am persuaded, if we shall have the pleasure 
of seeing him in another Conference, it will be with still more satis¬ 
faction. 

On the Resolution being put from the Chair, 

Rev. Dr. Steanb said,—I have notice of an Amendment from 
the Rev. J. Baldwin Brown :— 

“ That the Report be referred back to the Committee for rc-coti»idcration." 

Rev. J. B. Brown. —I gave notice of that, under the imprCT- 
sion, that the Evangelical Alliance had partially received its death 
blow—that the beautiful idea for which we came together was 
lost. It does seem to me, that the principle of the Evangelical 
Alliance is violated by the Committee, in that the various Sections 
are not to be responsible for each other's deeds. 1 have no con¬ 
fidence in an Alliance, that is not responsible for the acts of its 
Branches. I think, we have not sufficiently considered the question, 
whether it is not better that five men should meet together from 
different Countries, and form the Evangelical Alliance—whether 
there could not be a permanent embodiment of the Evangelical 
Alliance, which would bo lictter for the Worhl—4bttn that we 
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should all meet, and then separate to act alone, and not to be 
responsible for each other’s acts. It was under this deep feeling, 
that I gave notice of the Amendment. I do not wish to disturb 
the harmony of the Conference; and, if this is not the general 
feeling, I will not press the Amendment. I perceive, indeed, that 
the feeling is against me; and I withdraw it. 

Rev. J. D. K. WiEEiAMs.—I am too young to make a speech, 
but I am not too young to ask a question ; and that question is 
necessary to be answered, I think, before I can vote for this Motion. 
I intended to have put it before ; but I thought, from the speeches 
that have been made in reference to this subject, that it was 
answered already. Since, however, Mr. Brown has put such an 
Amendment before the House, I think, that we ought to be better 
satisfied on this point;—whether all the Members of the Alliance 
assembled here, when they go to work in their distinct Branches 
in other parts of the World, are pledged to every thing already 
done? If they are so pledged, we are an Evangelical Alliance. 
I speak for hundreds, wlio feel that there is a charm in this idea. 
We may be essentially an Evangelical Alliance—the thing we all 
wish—and yet we may be severally independent. I believe, every 
Member of this Convention is responsible to the whole Body for 
keeping to the principles already established. 

Sir Culling Eabdley Smith. —That question can be unre¬ 
servedly answered in the affirmative. 

Rev. Nouman Maclkou. —There is another point, 1 should like 
explained ; namely, whether, although this Committee has given 
in a deliverance on the question, yet—if, after correspondence, it 
should be found desirable for the Conference to meet before the 
first of September in next year—the Report prevents it ? 

Rev. Dr. Massik. —It does not prevent it. 

The Resolution was then put, and carried. 

Rev. J. H. Hinton. — I move,— 


“ That the following Committee be appointed, to bring up at the next Session 
such points of business, as may be found to arise out of the Resolution now 
adopted ;— 

Sit Culling Kardley Smith, Rev. Dr. Massie, 

Kev. J. H. Hinton, Rev. A. S. Thelwall, 

Rev. Dr. Steane, Rev. Dr. Peck, 

Rev. Dr. Bunting, Rev. Dr. Skinner." 


The Resolution was carried. 

Rev. John Scott engaged in prayer, and pronounced the Bene- 
diction. 

The Conference adjourned till Half-past Five p. m. 
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Thomas Farmer, Esq., moved, and Rev. W. Bevan seconded, 
“ That the Kev. Dr. Olin preside over the Devotional Exercises.” 

The Brethren sung 72nd Hymn of Dr. Watts’s 1st Book. The 
Chairman read Philippians ii. Rev. Dr. Dempstrr engaged in 
prayer. The 28th Hymn, “ Wesley’s Hymns,” was then sung, and 
Rev. Dr. Hobv prayed. 

Sir Culling Eardlby Smith then took the Chair. 

Read and confirmed the Minutes of the previous Sitting. 

Rev. Dr. Ste.\ne presented the Report of the Committee, with 
some verbal emendations. 

Rev. Dr. S. H. Cox.—Mr. Noel is about to leave the Meeting 
finally: our American friends wish to bid him farewell. They 
will, probably, not see him again till we meet in heaven. I am 
sure, we all glorify God in him. 

Hon. and Rev. B. W. Noel. —I am sorry to occupy your atten¬ 
tion for a moment ; but I must beg to acknowledge these senti¬ 
ments of kindness, and to say, that 1 shall always be happy to 
receive the good ivill of the American Brethren. 

Rev. Dr. Cablile then moved,— 

” That the Report on the subject of General Organization, as amended by the 
Committee, be received, and the Clauses considered serio/im." 

Thomas Farmer, Esq., seemtded the Motion; which was put, 
and carried. 

After a brief conversation,—which resulted in an understanding, 
that the Document now presented was verbally different from that 
which had been adopted in the Morning,—Rev. Dr. Steane read 
the First Clause;— 

“ Dut, vherou Brethren from the Continents of Europe and America, as trell os 
in this Country, are unable, without consultation with their countrymen, to 
settle all the arrangemenb for their respective Countries, it is expedient to 
defer the final and complete arrangement of the details of the Alliance, of 
which the foundation has now been laid, till another General Conference.”* 

• In this version of the Report, (which is taken carefiilly from the published 
“ Minutes,”) the Editor has been coropelled, by ciwumstaaces, to commit a 
material anachronism,—by anticipating and embodying in it the varieus eroenda- 
tions which were suggested, and, by consent of the Movers and Seconders, 
adopted, in the course of the ensuing discussion. The final and eoirect form of 
the Organization will l)e found among the proceedings of the Nineteenth .Session. 
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Rev. Dr. Sciimucker. —I will move this Clause, and, in doing 
so, make a few observations. I feel disposed to adopt the present 
revision of the Organization, not because it appears to be that which, 
in itself considered, is most desirable, but because all the various 
attempts which we have made to form an organization of a more 
substantive character, of a more definite and tangible nature, have 
failed. We have failed to do so, with anything like the full ap¬ 
probation of all concerned. And, certainly, the general principle 
upon which our Christian' Union must be formed is, that we shall 
embrace in it only those things in which %ve are agreed. If we 
could have agreed to a more definite organization, it would have 
been preferable: but, as that is impracticable, I am willing to co¬ 
operate in the adoption of this organization, which will give us 
something like an CEcumenical Council, or Alliance,—at the same 
time, leaving to a future period such additions as may appear neces¬ 
sary. The Committee have made some additions to the propositions 
brought up this morning: but they w'ill come under review succes¬ 
sively ; and, therefore, I shall say nothing about them at present. 
The only remark which it appears to me desirable to make is, that 
I move this Resolution, in order that I may enjoy the honour of 
having my name associated with some part of this great work. This 
ought to come up in two clauses, however, instead of one; and at 
some future period I may move the old organization, as given in the 
printed copy ; because the present scarcely gives existence enough 
to the Alliance. It refers to the Alliance to be formed in future, 
and to the Basis to be adopted; and yet it speaks of an Alliance 
in existence. There is a slight verbal contradiction, therefore; but, 
in order to make progress, I move its adoption; leaving it to subse¬ 
quent reflection, whether I shall not afterwards propose the addition 
of the first Article. 

Rev. Dr. Bunting. —I am inclined to think, with Dr. Schmucker, 
that the first Article in the printed paper had better be retained, 
stating, of whom the Members of the Alliance shall consist: for I 
consider that the Alliance is formed—that there is the actual subsist¬ 
ence, for every purpose of reference and consultation, of an Evangeli¬ 
cal Alliance. That all its arrangements are not complete, I admit; 
nevertheless, substantial progress has been made; and I hope, it may 
be found meet to take the first Article of the printed paper ns the first 
Article of this new Series. Then w'e come, in due order, to the 
Article now read, as the first of the principles that were discussed 
at length this morning. I heartily concur in it. I hope that such 
has been the earnestness and sincerity of the prayers offered up for 
many months, but especially during the last f^w weeks, for the 



462 


i;VAN'UKI,10AI. Ai:.l.IAX(.'K. 


guidance of God upon these our deliberations, that even our occa¬ 
sional errors, and blunders, and diiliculties, have been, and will be, 
overruled for ultimate good. I strongly incline to think, that it has 
been the case in reference to this particular part of the business. 
I think, with Dr. Wardlaw, we were not prepared, without more 
correspondence, more intercourse with each other, for that which 
some of us had contemplated: but, perhaps, that very strengthening 
of principle, and of Christian Brotherhood, which rve have acquired, 
wiU furnish materials for linal determination upon the points now 
under consideration. We shall also have the opportunity of talking 
over the matter, and praying over the matter, and getting other 
opinions on the subject. It seems to me, we have been led to 
the right point. We agree, that there ought to be manifextcd Chris¬ 
tian Unity; we have begun to manifest it; and we arc deter¬ 
mined still to do so, ill every way in which it shall be found 
practicable. We have got rid of the diihcultics of such manifesta¬ 
tion on Doctrinal points ; and we have agreed to Objects, which, 
when we are organized, we shall pursue. The next point is, as to 
the constitution of the different Branches; but that is too import¬ 
ant to be determined for all the World by the few—yet, happily, 
the many—assembled here. I do heartily approve of this change, 
and think that God has led us to it. 

Rev. J. H. Hintox. —The remarks made are excellent; but I do 
hope, the example will not be followed of making speeches. Tlie 
practical suggestion made by Dr. Schimtcker, and supported by 
Dr. Bunting, will not do. Dr, Schmucker merely threw it out, 
without going into it; and I think it will drop. 

Rev. Dr. Carlilk.—I think, there is great reason, and great 
force, in the ground taken by Dr. Schmucker ; though 1 agree with 
our friend, that it cannot be adopted by the Meeting. It would 
be a settling of the question all on the other side. But I think, 
we ought to make a verbal alteration, and give great prominence to 
the fact, that the Alliance exists, leaving any further details to the 
different Countries. 

The Clause was put, and carried. 

Rev. Dr. Hoby moved,— 

'* That the Members of the Alliance be recommended to adopt such organisation 
in their serenl Countries, as, in their judgement, may be most in accordance 
with their peculiar circumsUuicea, provided, that no one Organisation of the 
Altianee shall be held reeponiible for the proceedings of another; on the un- 
dentanding, that, whenever an Orgnniaatiott ahali be formed, the Brethren 
who have been present at the Conforence, or have been enrolled as Mem- 
beta and Corresponding Members of the ProvidoiMl Committee, ihall act 
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collectively for the formation of it. That, in furtherance of the above Plan, it 
be recommended, for the present, that an Organization be formed in each of 
the following Districts, viz.;— 

“ 1. The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 

“2. The United States of America. 

“ S. France, Belgium,'French Switzerland, and the Waldensian Valleys, 

“ 4. The North of Germany. 

'* 5. The South of Germany, and German Switzerland. 

“ 6. British North America. 

« 7. The West Indies. 

“And that additional Organizations be from time to time recognized as such, 
by the concurrenee of any two previously existing Organizations.” 

I suppose, it is not desirable to offer a remark upon the Resolution, 
even though one might have a suggestion to make. I was only 
thinking of the East Indies and Asia. 

The Chairman.—I was going to make this suggestion,—whether 
we should not take the first part of the paragraph, which relates 
to the principle, and then each of the districts, separately ? I should 
be disposed to subdivide the paragraph, and consider Dr. Hoby as 
moving down to the point where you specify the districts. 

Rev. Dr. Steanb.—I think, with regard to the East Indies, the 
West Indies, the South American Colonies, and the Cape of Good 
Hope, we have reason to believe, that there are friends there ready to 
form themselves into Branches; but the fact is. that in the Confer¬ 
ence we have not a sufficient number of Brethren to constitute a 
nucleus, to whom authority can be given. It appeared best, there, 
fore, to defer the consideration of Branches in these several parts 
of the World, and leave them to spring up sjiontaneously, as no 
doubt they will, when they are informed of our doings; and they 
will be recognised, when formed, by the concurrence of any two 
Branches. 

Rev. Dr. Hoby. —I had intended for two minutes to trespass 
on the time of the Meeting: it was not in reference to this Resolu. 
tioii, but to the last. I am afraid of appearing to place the reason 
for our proceeding no further tlian we have done upon a somewhat 
different ground; but to my mind it is perfectly clear, that we have 
encountered one, and one only, impediment. The hinderance we 
have encountered to our CEcumenical arrangement, on the broadest 
scale, is—Slavery. 1 have a feeling, a painful feeling, of doubt, as 
to our introducing other causes; when we ourselves know—at least, 
I think so—there was but that one cause. I do not wish to open 
the discussion again; but I did intend, with submission, to ta ke the 
opportunity of saying these few words. 

Rev. Dr. OtiN.—I have great pleasure in seconding this part of 
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the Report; more especially, as it embraces the chief alteration, so 
far as principle is concerned, which has been adopted. I may take 
occasion to say, I have the greatest satisfaction in that change, with 
but a single drawback,—namely, that a number of Brethren had an 
apprehension lest we should have weakened the AJliance, and retu 
dered such union as was hoped for impossible. T am more pleased 
with the state of affairs than I was Inefore: it has been my dread, 
that we should attempt to do too much, and bring in heterodoxy. 
With the large Christian confidence we are now prepared to exer- 
cise, none of the difficulties we feared will be realized; and we 
shall have-accomplished more under this than under the organiza¬ 
tion at first proposed. 

Rev. J. Bekcham.—I am glad the Secretary has explained the 
regsou why any reference to the British Colonies has been excluded. 
I am glad to learn, that the British Colonies have been under the 
consideration of the Committee ; and the reason is sufficiently satis- 
factory, why there is not a more special reference to them. \l'e 
have two representatives from the West Indies; and it will give 
satisfaction to the Committee to know, that there is reason to be¬ 
lieve that'a Branch will he formed there very speedily. 

Rev. Dr. Steaxe.—T he terms are, 

“ Thai, whenever an Oiganiiation shall be formed, the Brethren who have been 
present at the Conference shall act collectively fof the formation of it.” 

1 beg to submit, that in our own Country there are many Brethren 
that have not been present at the Conference, who have n right tp 
take part in the formation of the British Branch. That may be 
the case with respect to other Branches, in various parts of 
Europe: I would, therefore, odd to “ Members present at the Con¬ 
ference,” “ the enrolled Members.” 

Here a conversation arose, chiefly in the way of question and 
answer, on some points of terminology and detail; which was siis- 
tained by the Chairman, Drs. Steanc and S. 11. Cox, Messrs. Gir- 
dlestone, Hinton, and Eckett, and other gentlemen. The report 
of it would only confuse the reader; and its substance and result 
will be found in the first part of the Clause under discussion, as 
amended and given above. This passed the Conference. 

The second part of the Clause, also, down to the specification 
of districts, was agreed to. 

Rev. Dr. Stkane read 

** The United Kingdom of Qircst Britain nnd Ireland.” 


Carried. 
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" The United States of America”— 

having been next read, — after an observation from Dr. S. H. 
Cox, 

Rev. M. Richey said;—For five or six months we have had in 
Canada an Alliance formed ; and we wish to follow the example, 
the wisdom, and the direction, which the General Alliance of this 
Country might give. If it should not be deemed anomalous, after 
the principles put forth, to associate the British Provinces with 
the United States, I should most cordially concur in such an ar¬ 
rangement ; but it ocdufs to me, tliat an objection would arise from 
the fact, that we ohould be placed in the same position as Great 
Britain, in the event of any collision. As to the ultimate shape 
the Alliance may take, I think, it will be better to keep Canada and 
the States separate. I am sure, in the Country from which I come 
they are prepared. 

After a few words from Rev. Messrs. N. Macleod and Ph. Church, 
and from Dr. Alder, District No. 2, was agreed to. 

Under No. 3, (France, Belgium, &c.,) the Rev. Charles Cook 
having suggested the introduction of the Waldensian Valleys, 

Dr. A. P. Stkwart said:—I qtiestion the propriety of publish¬ 
ing the fact of the existence of any such Association as we propose 
in those Valleys. I question whether it might not produce awk¬ 
ward consequences to the people themselves; as the Government 
are wide awake to all that passes. 1 question whether it might 
not be considered as an unlawful measure against the Country. 

Rev. C. Cook. —I know pretty well the Waldensian Valleys ; and 
l Uo not think, that that objection has any real foundation. I be¬ 
lieve, the Jesuits will do all they can ; but I believe, the King is as 
favourable to our Brethren there as he can be in the circumstances 
in which he is placed. He has manifested it on one or two occa. 
sions. There is a Concordat between him and the Roman Govern¬ 
ment ; and, in consequence of that, the Catholics exercise independ. 
ent jurisdiction. There have been cases where the King has 
shown them favour. I do not think they have anything to fear; 
on the contrary, they would like to be acknowledged and affiliated 
by you. 

District No. 3, including the Waldensian Valleys, was agreed to. 
Also Districts 4,5 and 6. 

Rev. Jon. Edmondson _Will you jiermit me to add “ The 

West Indies?” I think they should not be lost sight of. 

Rev. Dr. Steane. —Additional Branches will, from time to 
time, be recognised as such by the concurrence of two existing 
Branches. 
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IleA’. Jon. Edmondson. —We should yield them all theencnnrage- 
ment we can. 

Rev. J. H. Hinton. —If encouragement to the West Indies 
could be associated with the idea before us, I should not hesitate ; 
but the attitude of the Jlotion is not understood by the Brother 
who has spoken. It is not, that we can recommend the West 
Indies, or other places, to form Alliances ; but the Motion is, to 
recommend the jM embers of the Alliance to proceed in the formation 
of Branches in such and such districts, they being instructed to act 
collectively. Now, to recommend to the Memliers of the Alliance, 
who happen to be here from the West Indies, to take this upon 
themselves, would be an awkward matter—they being but two. 
If there were a dozen, it would lie a different thing. Should we 
adopt the addition, the two Brethren here would be distinguished 
over and above all the Brethren ; and it ivould constitute them, 
what, I am sure, no two parties would wish to be, the prior authori¬ 
tative Members there. I think, it will be better to leave the 
West Indies to themselves, to form an Alliance among them¬ 
selves. 

Rev. Jon. Edmondson. —There are but three from the North 
American Colonies; and I do not know, that they have been con¬ 
stituted Members of the Alliance. 

Rev. W. Bevan. —In the Colonial possessions mentioned, 
you have all the preliminary arrangements ready to your hand. In 
the other case, yon have not. We are not now excluding any part; 
but are fixing on such as present the opportunity fir ready and 
immediate formation. * 

Rev. S. A. Walkkb. —There is a communication from the 
Cape of Good Hope. It was stated, that there were as many ns six¬ 
teen Missionaries, who had sent a communication, declaring their joy 
and happines.s at such an Alliance ; and that they had signified their 
intention of forming a Branch : but I think that, where no feelings 
have been expressed, we ought to signify our willingness to receive 
communications. 

The Chairman. —That will come under a subsequent clause. 
Although we have Corresponding Memliers, we have not here a 
single individual from the Cape of Good Hope. 

Rev. Dr. Bunting. —I did not know, that you had passed by 
the West Indies. I think you might include them ; and, when I 
ciaisider the iteculiar character and situation of Christians in those 
Ciiloiiies, I think it is of importance to recognise them. Perha])s, 
it may exert some indirect influence, of a most gratifying and 
beneficial kind; and we should know, that, in the West Indies, 
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there is a general desire and disposition to be connected with us. 
It is a part of the World, in which there are many Baptist 
Brethren, and a large number of Wesleyans and Moravians; and 
they do deserve to be recognised. 

Rev, Jon. Edmondson. —It will be remembered, that Mr. Fraser 
delivered a message from some of them to this Conference the 
other evening. I should not have spoken, if I had not regarded 
this matter as being of importance. 1 would simply move the 
addition of “ The West India Colonies." 

Rev. W. M. Bunting. —I very earnestly second that. 

It was then agreed, that the West Indies should form No. 7- 

The concluding sentence of the Second Clause, after a question 
by Rev. R. Eckett, was aOirmed. 

Rev. Dr. Steane read the Third Clause : — 

“ That an official correspondence be maintained lietween the several Organizations ; 
and that Reports of their proceedings be mutually interchanged, with a view 
to co-operation and encouragement in their common object.” 

Rev. Dr. Smyth. —I am quite satisfied, that this IMotion will 
receive the unanimous support of the House. It is written, that, 
'as iron sharpeneth iron, so doth the countenance of a man his 
friend and the next best thing to friendly intercourse is friendly 
correspondence. I am sure, we shall receive a vast amount of 
valuable information from t/iix correspondence,—together with an 
increased measure of that brotherly love, of which we have had 
such delightful examples during our present sittings. As I am 
about to leave the Conference, will you allow me to express the 
unfeigned gratitude I feel, in regard to the conclusions to which 
you have come, on the subject which has proved so exceedingly 
difficult and perplexing 7 W'e have realized, in a most remarkable 
degree, that saying, that " Man’s extremity is God’s opportunity.” 
In answer to united and earnest prayer. He has led us, I think, by 
a right way. I trust, any passing clouds, that have darkened the 
sky, will only tend still further to brighten our prospects, and lead 
us to rest more implicitly upon Him who has promised, that “ The 
meek will He guide in judgement, and the meek will He teach His 
way." I beg leave to say, that I consider it a distinguished honour 
which you. Sir, have enjoyed, in presiding over an Assembly un¬ 
precedented since Aiiostolic tiine.s. May we all realize the 
happiness of those, “ whose God is the Lord!” 

Rev. S. A. Walker. —As I thought it my duty to express some 
little disappointment at the conclusion to which you have come, 
I am thankful, that this Resolution has been entrusted to me; for 

II II 2 
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it gives me an apportiinity of expressing my conviction, that what 
took place will have the effect of drawing us more closely together. 
My heart’s desire is, that all Sections of the Christian Church 
should be brought to sympathize more and more with each other. 
It was on that account that I expressed my fear, lest there should 
be an interruption of that harmony. Now, the more closely this 
correspondence is kept up, the more shall we be brought to a clo.se 
communication of mind and feeling; and, consequently, the 
differences that now exist will be removed. Uiwn this, to a great 
extent, will depend the ultimate success of the (Ecumenical 
Alliance. I trust, we may all exercise perfect confidence towards 
each other, and have no anxiety about the matter,—but carry on 
the Alliance, by all the courses pursued, to final success. 

The Clause was then carried. 

Rev. Dr. Steane read Clause Fourth :— 

That the next General Conference be held at such time and place, and consist 
of such persons, as, by correspondence bctireen the Organizations of the 
Alliance in different Countries, and under the guidance of Divine Providence, 
shall hereafter be unanimously detemained. A Ctmference of any two or more of 
the Organizations may be held at the pleasure of the Organizations desiring it.” 

IViLLiASi Lkpabd Smith, E.sq.—In moving the adoption of 
this, I will only say, that the position in which the question stands 
is quite in harmony with my own feelings. It is far better for 
ns to be left where we are, than to have made the Alliance exter. 
nally as complete as we could have wished, without a better 
uuderstauding among ourselves. It shows our dependence upon 
God. 

Mabccs Mabtin, Esq.—I am desirous of not occupying the 
Conference with words. I will rest satisfied with cordially second* 
iug the Resolution; merely expressing my trust, that it may please 
God, in His Providence, so to order the matter, that the several 
Branches may all arrange t<^tber,that, before many years elapse, we 
may hare another Meeting.—which, I trust, will be as satisfactory 
to us all as this has been. 

After some demur on the part of the Rev. Or. Schmucker,— 
which the Chairmao, on a point of order, overruled,—the Clause was 
carried. 

Rer. Dr. Steane read :— 

“ That the Alliiince consist, Firtt, of all such Members and Corresponding 
Membera of the Prorinonal Committee, ns shall still adhere to its principles 
and objeeis,—and, Seemdlj/, of sudi Organizations, as may hereafter be 
formed in eonastency with them. That patsona who may be hereafter 
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admitted Memben of any Organization of this Alliance ihall be regarded aa 
Member* of that Organization only to which they have been admitted,— 
until the occurrence of a General Conference, when they may be, by it* 
authority, admitted Member* of the Alliance.” 

Rev. W. M. Bunting. —I am not sorry to have been called upon 
to move this Clause,—simply, because it affords me the opportunity 
of offering an explanation somewhat varying from that which has 
been offered on one main point by my excellent friend, Mr. 
Hinton. In the first Resolution it is alleged, that the foundation 
of the Alliance has been already laid. Now, I understood Mr. 
Hinton to speak as if that foundation had been laid, simply, in the 
living subsistence of the present temporary Assembly. That is 
by no means my understanding of the fact assumed. I think, the 
foundation is laid in two parts of our past proceedings;—in the 
Doctrinal and Moral Principles which we have in common affirmed, 
—and in the general line of action, with reference to certain 
sacred Objects, to which we have agreed to adhere. On this 
foundation, our One Alliance will preserve both existence and 
strength, long after the present Assembly of friendly Christian 
spirits shall have broken up. As to any thing more than this— 
any thing like an organic unity among Christians in all parts of the 
World, the Old and the New too—I have been from the first an 
avowed sceptic: and I feel thankful, that Brethren have had the 
lowliness, and the wisdom, not to attempt that, which, at present, 
they cannot attain. 

Rev. Pharcellus Church.— I second this Motion ; and would 
add a word on the subject of a future Conference. Though there 
may be fears entertained by Brethren in this Country, that some 
offensive individuals from the United States may find a place in the 
Alliance, yet, I think I speak advisedly when I say, there is no 
ground for such a fear. Though there might be individuals in the 
American Organization alone, whose presence might give offence to 
the British Public, yet, that fear now being known, and well 
understood, there is not one such, I am quite sure, that would 
desire to disturb the harmony of your Meeting by his presence. 
Moreover, allow me to express the overwhelming gratitude of my 
heart for the result, which, by the grace of God, we have been 
enabled to come to on this subject. Though clouds have hovered 
around, yet, they have always shown the Bow of Hope ; and I 
believe, that out of this Assembly—from the confused mass of argu> 
ment and opinion—there will arise a beauteous organization, to 
plume itself for high purposes. 

Rev. Mr. Johnston, from Ireland.—Allow me to say, I have 
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l>ee» looking witli great interest on the proceedings. My Irish 
friends know, that I have been anxious, since the year 1842, upon 
the point in hand. I wished, if possible, to introduce into the 
qualification for iMembership, not merely Doctrines received as the 
Basis of the Union, but experimental piety exhibited in connexion 
with those Doctrines. 

The Chairman. —I beg our friend’s pardon. It would be so 
alien to the subject before us, that it had better come in another 
place. 

Rev. Dr. Steane. —When we come to the organization of the 
British Branch, that will be the proper place for it. 

Rev. R. Eckett. —My object in rising is, to ascertain the im¬ 
port of the concluding words of the Resolution. If I caught 
them correctly, they are to this effect,—that jiersons admitted as 
Members of the Branches may become Members of the General 
Alliance, when another Meeting is convened. I wish to know, 
whether we are to take these words ns indicating, that they are to 
be Members of the General Alliance. I know, it is intended, that 
they may become such, on election. 

The Chairman. —It is a curious fact, that I suggested an 
alteration of the word. It stood, “ shallI said, it will improve 
it, if you say, “ may." 

Rev. R. Eckett.— “ Are." 

The Chairman. —That would be the same as “shall," which 
you had better avoid. They will not be Members of the Alliance, 
but of the Branches, till a Conference is held, when,—if we are all 
peaceful and happy, they will lie exalted to the Alliance by that 
Meeting. 

Rev. Dr. Skinner. —The question has occurred to me, who will 
compose the Alliance wiien it is next convened P —the Members of 
the Alliance who are here ? or will it consist of persons delegated by 
the Organizations, or Branches, to attend P 

Rev. Dr. Steane. —I can answer the que.stion in the words of 
the preceding Resolution. I call attention to Clause Fourth. 

The Chairman. —Which Clause was intended by the Com¬ 
mittee to leave open this question, whether there should be dele¬ 
gates, or a meeting together of all the persons who constitute the 
different Branches. 

* Rev. Dr. Skinner.—W hat power is to determine the persons 
to come P 

Rev. Dr. Massif.. —The various Committees must unanimously 
agree to that. 

Rev. H. G 1 RDI.RSTONF..—The confusion remains. You have 
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said, that the persons hereafter admitted to the Branches shall not 
become Members of the Alliance till the next Conference. How 
can they send delegates, when they are not Members > You talk 
of its being in the power of one Branch to forbid the Assembly; 
and in every one of these Branches are persons not recognised as 
Members. There is great confusion. It seems to me, that we are 
undoing all that has been built up for us by onr Assembly. 

After a somewhat confused conversation between Dr. Massie and 
Mr. Girdlestone,—and a few remarks from Dr. Bunting, which the 
Reporter could not have rightly apprehended, and has not rendered 
intelligibly,— 

Dr. Blackwood said:—There is a good deal in what Mr. Girdle- 
stone objects. There may be a small Branch in the West Indies, 
that may have little connexion with us; and they will be able to 
prevent the convening of a Body capable of legislating for the 
whole Alliance. I apprehend, from the word “ unanimously," that, 
if one Branch said you should not have a Conference, you never 
could have a Conference, lhat could legislate for the Alliance. 

Dr. Massir. —This part remains as we received it. We were 
not empowered to alter it. 

Dr. Blackwood. —I think, ^t is competent to move an Amend¬ 
ment. 

Rev. J. H. Hinton. —I am aware, that the word “unanimously" 
has been added by the Committee in the revision of the Resolu¬ 
tion, not altering the sense in which that Resolution had come 
from the Chair—the sense in which I had expounded it: but the 
reason is, unless it be in the power of any single Branch to 
prohibit a General Conference, there is no guarantee whatever 
against our being brought, whether we will or not, into the region 
of Slaveholders. Make a majority of the Branches to determine a 
General Conference ; and we may say, there are Slaveholders—we 
cannot meet them. This will produce a painful collision in the Body. 
But, let it be held, that there shall be no General Meeting, till it 
is unanimously agreed to—give to each Branch a veto on the 
General Conference—then we are safe. Then I have security, 
that I can prevent a Meeting being held—that 1 can prevent 
Slaveholders being brought into contact with me—so long as I 
please. At any rate, if I cannot act with my Branch, I have my 
individual power. 

The CiiAiRMAM.—Let me bring you to a religious view. We 
must have faith in God. It is a possible case, that one Branch 
may stand out pertinaciously; there may be difficulties; but that 
God, who has led us graciously hitherto, will not allow those 



472 


EVANOEI.jrAT. ALEIAXCr. 


difficulties to prevail. If it is right the Conference should beheld. 
He will lead us all to agree. 

Rev. H. Girdlkstonk. —I believe, there will be one of all 
the Branches within a given time. I believe. Divine Providence 
will call us all together. 

Rev. R. W. OvKHBURY.—Suppose that in five years a General 
Conference should be held at Geneva ; I want to know, whether, 
iu order that I may attend at Geneva, it is necessary 1 should be 
deputed by a Body in England,—or whether my being a Member 
of this Branch is in itself a qualification fur attending and taking 
part in it 1 do hope, that the principle of Delegation will not be 
introduced into the Evangelical Alliance. If any Body of Christians 
choose to give additional importance to the attendance of any one 
individual, they can do so, by deputing him to represent their 
sentiments, when they cannot do it for themselves: but let him be 
present, and take a part in the proceedings of the General Con. 
ference, by virtue of his being a Menil)er of some one Branch of 
the Alliance. The system of Delegation, brought into Societies, 
introduces civil a>id political influence into them,—a thing which, 
I hope, it will be the endeavour of this Alliance to avoid. 

The Chairman*.—T hat matter is not before the House. 

Rev. Dr. Ma.ssie. —You can answer Mr. Overbury at once. 
He asks, whether he may go to Geneva.^ Certainly, he may. 

T. P. Bunting, Esq.—The Re.solution says,— 

“ That peraoiu who may Iw hcrenftcr admitted Members of any Organization of 
this Alliance shall Iw regarded as Members of that Organization only, to 
which they have been admitted,—until the occurrence of a General Con¬ 
ference, when they may be admitted Members of the Alliance.” 

I suggest the words, “ by its authority."—Agreed to. 

Rev. S. A. ^’a^keh.—O ne word about the next General 
Meeting. 

The Chairman. — You cannot go to the subject of the ne*t 
General Meeting. 

Rev. W. Bkvan. —If Gentlemen would have attended to the 
Resolutions that have been passed, we should have saved much 
time. 

Rev. G. Osborn.— The next Conference is clearly involved in 
the latter part of the Clause. I deprecate the hurry which some 
of the Members have manifested with reference to this matter. 1 
regret we have not the Resolution before us entirely explicit. 1 
hu|>ed that the Resolutions w’ould be improved as they passed 
through the House: but this point will bear looking at again,—by 
whom the Conference ia to be called—by what authority ? 
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Rev. S. A. Walker. —Dr. Massie said one thing, and you say 
another. Dr. Massie said, “ it will be competent for two Branches 
to meet together.” If it be competent for two Branches, it is com¬ 
petent for three, four, or five; so that the case might be, that all the 
Branches but one would meet together, even if one dissented from 
the general invitation to meet. It is, therefore, self-evident that 
one Branch cannot prevent a General Meeting* (Cries of “ Yes, 
Yes.”) 

Rev. W. M. Bunting. —There is an important distinction be¬ 
tween two sorts of Meetings provided for—that is, between a 
Meeting of two or more Branches, purely for friendly and de¬ 
votional intercourse, and the Legislative Conference of the Alii, 
ance. Now, on the former point, I put a question, a while ago, by 
the desire of Mr. Norman Macleod ; and Dr. Steane met me by 
reading the last part of Clause Fourth. I understand, that the inde¬ 
pendent Branches, as such, are competent to meet on other and 
less restrictive terms than tho.se, by which you limit the Meetings 
of the true, unmixed, responsible Alliance. 

After a few remarks by Drs. Massie and Skinner, and a question 
by Mr. Osborn, 

Rev. J. H. Hinton said:—The questions respecting the next 
General Conference are very important: but it was the recommend¬ 
ation of the Committee, and it is the intention of the present 
Report, to postpone the consideration of them. It has been so 
recently decided, that it can scarcely have passed from the recol¬ 
lection of any one,— 

* That the next iiencral Conference shall be held at such time and place, and 
consist of such persons, ns shall be determined after correspondence.' 

But you are asking fur the.se questions to be determined now. 
You ought, rather, to ask, that the Resolution we have passed may 
b(? rescinded, and then we may go to the consideration of these 
questions; otherwise, they cannot be brought up—this is not the 
business which yoh have to do. I should be glad to enter into 
these questions ; but I have an oracular answer:—^we felt, that 
there were important questions less desirable to be decided now, 
than to be left for correspondence between the Branches. If the 
Conference think it undesirable so to leave them, let them go on 
that ground with their eyes open: but, in that case, let us first 
rescind the Resolution. 

These hints were not sufficient to restrain several of the Breth¬ 
ren from pursuing a desultory course of observation on the same 
points,—which, however, u as presently checked by 
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The Chairman, who said:—These questions are very right to be 
put: but they are not pertinent to the suliject before us, and do not 
bear upon the passing of this Resolution. If you intend to do any¬ 
thing, you should re-cousider and rescind a Resolution you have 
passed, as to the mode in which the next Conference is to be con¬ 
vened. I do not say, it may nut be right ; but let me remind my 
friends, that this is the Resolution before them. (Reading it.) It is 
a Resolution as to Membership, nut as to the way iu which a Con¬ 
ference shall be convened. We have taken up that subject col¬ 
laterally : but the matter is not before us. 

Rev. Dr. Skinner.— I am reluctant to say another word: but I 
wi.sh to ask this question,—Whether the Members of the Branches 
will be Members of this Alliance.^ If they be not, you empower 
those to constitute this Alliance, that are nut Members of it. 

Rev. W. Bevan. —Although it is not in technical phraseology, I 
have put in the two forms:—first, the Members who shall compose 
the next Conference of the Alliance shall consist of such persons only 
as are, de Jure, Members of the present Conference ; then, secondly, 
it shall be for thoiC parties to determine, who shall be included in the 
widening scale. That is the idea. I think, it is important. We 
might take it up at some period in our next sitting, and incorporate 
it, in an orderly way, into our proceedings. 

The Cmaik,man. —I w'onld suggest, that this Resolution might 
first be passed; fur there is nothing likely to lead to contradiction 
—we should be unanimous. I think, we .shall be safe in passing 
this Resolution. 

Dr. Blackwood. —Are these Resolutions to be considered as 
decided irrevocably ^ I should like to see the Series before us in 
print. 

Rev. W. Bkvan. —We may leave it this way. We have gone 
through the Clauses, seriatim; the confirmation of the whole Re¬ 
port may be left till to-morrow morning. 

The last Clause was then put, and carried. 

Rev. W. Bevan. —You have come to the resolution, that the 
Report of the Committee, as amended, be received for considera¬ 
tion ; and it has been discussed in Clauses, seriatim. That is os far 
as you have gone. It is incumbent upon you to follow up this 
course by another Resolution, adopting the whole in an amended 
form.—That you had liettcr reserve till to-morrow morning. 

Rev. Dr. .S. II. Cox.—Dr. Olin and myself were appointed a 
Committee, on the part of the American Members of the Alliance, 
to present a very brief communication to you. It is signed by us, 
and is as follows:— 



TWKI.FTIt DAY-EVFNIN'O SESSION'. 


475 


“ The undersigned, og a Committee of the American Members of the Alliance, 
beg leave, on behalf of their countrymen, to say, in these concluding scenes of the 
Conference, that they feel it proper to express the grateful satisfaction which they 
have experienced during these Sessions. They have witnessed the piety, the intel¬ 
ligence, and the benignity of European, and especially of British, Christians,—as 
well ns your hospitality, your large-hearted Catholicism, your steady pursuit of the 
object and tlie interests of this holy Alliance,—and also your self-denial, your 
generous expenditure to a very large amount, in preparation for the Conference, 
and in connexion with it: and their hearts have responded with divine delight, 
glorifying God in you. Accept these sincere utterances of gratitude and fraternal 
feeling. They commend you all,—and especially the Honourable Baronet, Sir 
Culling Eardley Smith, who has so ably and kindly presided over the deliberations, 
—with all their hearts, to the Covenant-fiivour of God our Saviour; they will 
gratefully remember you when far absent, should it please God to re-conduct them 
in health and safety over the vast ocean to their beloved native country, and to the 
incomparable endearments of ‘home, sweet home,’ in the circles of their own 
families: they ask a kind remembrance in your prayers; and trust, that all will 
unite to strengthen the bonds of Christian amity and cordial appreciation between 
these two related Countries, by all jiroper influence in regard to them : and they 
conclude with the prayer, that this blessed Alliance may have, and enjoy, the 
patronage and favour of God Almighty, in whom, through the Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, is all our hope. And, with these sentiments, they desire to bid you all 
a most aifcctionate Farkweh ! 

“Stephe.v Olin, ) 

“ Samcei. H. Cox, » Cl”””""" 

“ Freemasons’ Hall, London, September 1, 1846, Nine o’clock, p. m.” 

Rev. J. H. Hinton.— I move,— 

“ That the Address now read be entered on the Minutes." 

Rev. Dr. Massie. —I second the Motion. 

Rev. Dr. Bunting. —I beg to support it. 

Rev. A. S. Thelwall.—A nd I wish also to have that honour. 

The Resolution was put, and carried. 

Rev. J. H. Hinton engaged in prayer, and pronounced the 
Benediction. 

The Conference adjourned till ten o’clock on Wednesday morning. 
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The Conference assembled at 10 o’clock, a. u. 

Rev. A. D. Campbell moved. Rev. Dr. Urwick seconded,— 

“ That Rev. Dr. S. H. Cox preside over the Devotional Exercises.” 

Carried. 

The Brethren then Sung Dr. Watts’s Version of the 133rd 
Psalm, (S. M.) The Chairman read Pbilippians iii. Rev. C. M. 
WiMBSRLRY engaged in Prayer. 

'fhe Chairman. —My honoured and dear Brethren,— 

“ Bless'd be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love." 

We are approaching the termination of our most interesting de¬ 
liberations in this Hall,—which, as long as God shall spare us in 
this world, and yet more when our spirits are renovated and per¬ 
fected in the other, tve shall remember with intense interest. I 
think we have all seen His hand and His counsel in the events, in 
which we have been the sub-agents of His own Providence. We 
have felt often, I trust, that triumph and exultation, which He 
alone can inspire; hut, perhaps, mingled with more than we 
thought of earthliness and self: and we have felt His hand check¬ 
ing us—giving us mementos (sometimes recorded in wounded feel¬ 
ings) of His supremacy, who ‘Ncourgeth every son whom He 
receiveth,” and who is educating all that are begotten of Him for 
that heaven, into which, in their maturity, they shall all enter. 
But I go from you, if God spares me to go,—as, I have no doubt, 
other Brethren will,—with this impression, that we have not 
come together in vain. Under God, and in Him who works all our 
works in us, we have been enabled to do something—^to do much; 
whifh is not the beginning of the end, but the beginning of the be¬ 
ginning : for I have no doubt, tiiat God has other blessings in sture« 
allied to these, and of which these were but the first fruits—^the 
harbingers—the commencement of the train. He intends that the 
World shall know Him. The Church which He loves is the 
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Church to which the Apostle refers, when he says; — ‘Nothing 
availeth in Christ Jesus, but a new creature. And as many as 
walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, even 
upon the Israel of God.’ They are the Israel of God; and, if we 
are of them, every one of us will say and feel, that every other one 
is his Brother, or his Sister, in Christ Jesus. We are about to 
return to our various labours and localities. Oiir duties are in places 
distant from each other : and what shall the motto of our conduct 
in them be.> God give us grace to illustrate all the sentiments of 
the Evangelical Alliance 1 May God give us grace to act as those 
who.se citizenship is in heaven, and who do not, in the wilderness, 
dishonour their allegiance to the King and Captain of that City, to 
which they belong! Let us follow this rule: those whom Christ 
accepts, we will accept. Oh that we may breathe that spirit! 
And, though every man must have a connexion with some of the 
tribes of the great Commonwealth of God’s Israel, yet let that 
connexion be on the maxim,—“ Preference, not exclusion.” If a 
man join, on his own responsibility, any one Denomination, (as he 
must—for he is bound to belong to the Church visible, as well as to 
that which is invisible), let him feel his accountableness to God, 
and his liberty as to man, in regard to his preference. But, while 
he prefers his own, let him give to his Brother the same liberty. 
“ Preference, not exclusion.” 

Now, if I know my own soul, it has always appeared to me, that 
the spirit of exclusion is that of Antichrist, exalting himself in the 
temple of God. I could not adopt it. I could not, when I began 
my Christian course in November, 1812, and enlisted for eternity 
under the banner of Christ. And I am farther from it now. I 
would not belong to any Church on earth, that would require me 
to exclude those whom Christ accepts. I cannot but think, that 
that principle is worthy of Christianity. I believe we should all 
say, in the language of what is called the Apostles’ Creed,—which 
is, indeed, the Creed of us all,—“ I believe in the Holy Catholic 
Church, the Communion of Saints.” The Communion of Saints 
illustrates what the Holy Catholic Church is in the Creed. What 
is Communion ? I have often heard the expression used; and I 
am afraid its Scriptural meaning has suffered some degeneracy in 
our hands. The prime idea of the word is joint participation —co¬ 
partnership in Christ, ns God’s children. Having received a paternal 
inheritance, even the same blood-bought and incomparable benefits, 
from the throne of the Mediator, who gave gifts to men, when 
He had bought them with His own blood,—from Abel to the pre¬ 
sent time, and till tlie last saint has gone to glory, and for ever 
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afterwards, tve shall all together inherit the same things. That is 
the first idea of Communion. And the other is secondary, the 
fabric that is built upon that foundation :—it is the acknowledging 
of each other, and maintaining feelings of love to God’s children 
and God’s family, for God’s sake. That inter-communion results 
from joint participation in Christ. 

Now, let us rejoice in the fact, that God can see a Christian when 
we cannot: and I believe sometimes our piety gets as much out of 
the way as did Elijah’s, when, in Ahab’s abominably defective 
kingdom, he considered, that he himself was alone, ami they were 
seeking his life. But God told him, that He saw seven thousand 
men there, that had not bowed the knee to Baal. I suppose there 
were, in good King Jehoshaphat’s kingdom, more like seventy 
thousand. Blessed l)e God! He can see all the thousands,—all 
that pray for each other. And should we not do all that we can 
for their honour, comfort and advantage } 

With these feelings I hope to go home, to work as a t’liristian 
Pastor. I hold to the principle, that it is better to wear out than to 
rust out;—anything but rusting out in the Cause of Christ Jesus. 
But I hope to correspond with you, and to hear from you, and to 
love you, and to recollect you: and we shall, I trust, liear of the 
great effects of this Alliance now formed,—which, I doubt not, 
will be more and more animated and pervaded by the grace of the 
Lord .Tesus Christ. 

I cannot conclude without saying, that, bad os I am—(and no 
man knows so well as I do how bad I am)—I feel I have Ikhmi 
made better by this proximity and fellowship. I have felt 
my heart enlarged. I hare felt my soul going out in love to the 
Brethren. I have been astonished at one feature of "orthodoxy, 
which 1 trust the occasion has enabled us to display ; it is, the won¬ 
derfully oecumenical language which has been used at the 'I’hrone of 
Grace. No matter what Denomination it came from ;—we have had 
no time to think of that. We have seen that the su]ipliant belonged 
to the true priesthood, when he asked our Father for a blessing. 
My Brethren, let us pray for one another. And I would especially 
entreat our Brother, who has now to pray, to remember the Alliance- 
If God is not its Patron, it will go to ruin. It had better go. I 
will say of it, as Luther used to say, when he sang the 46th 
P-talm, and went to prayer, “ Lord, gram that, if this Reformation 
lic.not Thine, it may perish.” If this Alliance be not for Him, ami 
of Him, let it perish : if it Iw, we will look to Him for the shield 
of His protection. I think it is an organization against sec¬ 
tarianism ;—an organization against every evil thing which is now 
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in the World. As such, I trust in God, it will not have, its 
epitaph written till the resurrection of the just; and it shall then 
go home, with the Lord Jesus Christ, to His Father's house in 
heaven. 

The Brethren then sung 542nd Hymn, Bickersteth’s Christian 
Psalmody. 

Rev. Dr. Uewick engaged in prayer. 

Rev. W. Bevan moved, Rev. Dr. Massie seconded,— 

“ That, in the absence of Sir Culling Eardley Smith, Thomas Farmer, Esq. take 
the Chair.” 

Carried. 

Rev. W. Bevan read the Minutes of the preceding Session, 
which were confirmed. 

After some discussion on points of form and order. 

Rev. Dr. Stf.ane said :—Certain Brethren in the Committee are 
revising the Resolutions, which were matter of discussion last 
evening, and which stood over upon the Motion, that they should be 
forthwith adopted. That hlotion was not put; it was before the 
Chair when the Conference broke up. In the absence of that Com¬ 
mittee, which has not finished its labours, I venture to suggest, 
that the Conference may go on with certain other Resolutions, 
which are prepared, and which may be now submitted. 

Rev. J. Beeciiam. —I have to move:— 

“ That the Alliance, in closing this their first Conference, would adore the good 
hand of God upon His serflttits in those preliminary proceedings which led 
to the formation of their present happy Union : .md would, more especially, 
acknowledge the teaching and control of His Holy Spirit in the Christian tone 
and temper of many successive assemblies for deliberation ; in the preparation 
of the heart, and the answer of the tongue, in social prayer ; and in the 
general unanimity of the conclusions which the Committees were enabled to 
attain. And, in thus magnifying their common Saviour, the Brethren here met 
would, with one mind, abase themselves in the presence of His Glorious 
Majesty ; hoping to be forgiven, wherein they yet come short of His will ; 
laying aside, together with all uncharitable, all ambitious and bo.astful feeling ; 
and evermore remembering the admonition, ‘ Let no man glory in men : but 
he that gloiieth, let him glory in the Lord.' ” 

1 have great pleasure in proposing to the Conference the adop¬ 
tion of that Resolution. I have watched, with great solicitude, the 
proceedings which have originated the Evangelical Alliance. Al¬ 
though I was prevented, by the pressure of severe personal and 
family affliction, from taking that part in those proceedings which I 
was most anxious to do, had it pleased Divine Providence to per¬ 
mit me,—yet I have listened with great interest to the reports of 
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those proceedings from time to time. I have, in my closet, and in 
my family, acknowledged the goodness of God in presiding over 
the deliberations of the Provisional Committee, and in guiding 
them to those conclusions to which they have come. I agree fully 
with what has been said, as to the necessity of the blessing and 
sanction of Almighty God to the future success of the undertaking. 
With regard to the present Conference, and the issue to which it 
has come, I feel that there is cause for special gratitude to Almighty 
God. I think we have fresh proof, that God indeed is in this 
movement; and we may trust, that lie will overrule the proceed¬ 
ings of the Conference, and the formation of the Kvangelical Alli¬ 
ance, for the advancement of His own glory. I trust, that those 
difficulties which have occurred will only serve to bring us nearer 
to the footstool of Divine Grace, and make us feel more than ever 
our dependence upon the Head of the Church. I have the humble 
hope, that those difficulties, which occasioned .so much painful soli¬ 
citude, will be overruled for the fuller accomplishment of the ob¬ 
jects contemplated by this Alliance. I think again,—with refer¬ 
ence to the peculiar call made by the Resolution upon the Memliers 
of Conference for self-abasement in the presence of Almighty God, 
—that the recollection of these difficulties to which I have adverted 
will have a tendency, under the Divine blessing, to keep us humble 
before God,—making us feel, that there is nothing wise, holy, or 
strong, without Himself. I have been (failed upon unexpectedly to 
move the Resolution, and I will not further enlarge: but, having 
feebly expressed my sentiments, I pray, that the Divine blessing may 
abundantly rest on the decisions of the Conference, and upon the 
future operations of the Alliance. 

Rev. R. H. IIkr.schell. —I feel great pleasure in having the 
privilege of seconding this Resolution,—inasmuch as it is con. 
nected with the state of the heart before God ; for I feel, that 
the greatest interest felt by any of us in the Alliance can be but 
a faint shadow of the deep interest felt by that Loving Heart, which 
was wounded for our tran^ressions. I was satisfied from the very 
banning, when we first met at Liverpool, that God was in this 
undertaking. I was convinced, that it w’as a movement in the right 
direction. No one can deny that it W'as a right and proper thing to 
unite, band and heart, with all that love the I^rd Jesus Christ in 
sincerity. We began in this way : we me* at Liverpool with fear 
and trembling: we separated with hearts stirred up to stronger 
love, and with our spirits solemnised : we left Liverpool better men 
than when we entered it: we were determined, whatever we did, to 
do it witlioiit marmuring and disputing. There was afterwards 
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anoUicr Aggregate Meeting, which resulted in the same manner: all 
who were present left it with thankfulness to God,—looking upon 
it with grateful hearts, and anticipating that the Lord would still 
guide us, and bless us. Through the good hand of our God upon 
us, I can say with Nehemiah,—whatever difficulties may have been 
in the way, we have been enabled to unite with Brethren from dis¬ 
tant lands, to come together, to pray together, and to strive together. 
When God was teaching Israel a lesson of true unity, lie taught 
them by symbols ; and one of the most striking was that of the in¬ 
cense., Of what was the incense composed ? God commanded differ¬ 
ent spices to be taken,—some were of a very hard, and some of a 
softer texture; and they were commanded to be bruised to a fine 
powder, before they could be fitted to mingle one with the other in 
forming the incense. There was the onycha with its hard shell ; it 
required many strokes to break it; but each stroke only tended to 
draw forth more'of its fragrance. Some of the spices commanded 
to be taken had but little odour. Yet the onycha could not say, I 
am so odoriferous,—why mingle me with galbanum ? am I not suf- 
ficent to perfume the whole of the interior of the Temple The 
High Priest was to bruise them together ; and tlien, mingling them 
together, they were rendered fit to constitute the incense. I feel 
that our bruising has done us more good than we are aware of: we 
are more capable of uniting'together. When bard blows were 
given, we felt it bard to bear them; but our inward groans reached 
the heart of our Lord, and He was shedding down blessings abun¬ 
dantly uj)on us ; and we were enabled to say :—“Let the righteous 
smile me ; it shall be a kindnesss: and let him reprove me; it shall 
be an excellent oil, wbieli shall not break my head." Thus we have 
been brought to the present point; to His Name be all the praise, 
for all the help that He has afforded ns! May He now, before we 
separate, baptise us with the Holy Ghost and with power !—that— 
as, in the upper room, they had to struggle together a long time, 
to commune together, to pray together; and it was only at the 
end that the Holy Ghost came on them : and /Aoi, whithersoever 
they were scattered, they carried with them the glad tidings which 
brought the kingdoms of this world to the obedience of faith—so may 
it be with us ! Whithersoever the Lord carries us, may He carry 
with us the fulness of the blessing of the Gospel of peace! 

The Resolution was then put, and carried. 

The Rev. Robert Eckktt.— I rise to move : 

“ That the assembled Brethren humbly express their gratitude to Almighty God, 
for the protection afforded to His servants, in travelling from Foreign land^ 
and from various parts of this Country, to attend the Conference; for the 
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pteserTntion of their heallli; nnil for thoge refreshing interchanges of brotherlr 
offection which the; have been permitted to cnjny, in the hospitalities of domestic 
and social life: and they notv commend one another,and es))ecinUy the Urethren 
who are about to return to disbint parts of the World, to the Mime merciful 
and Fatherly cure,—in the devout hope, that they may bo restoretl to their 
families and their Churches in safety and comfort, nnd in the fulness of the 
blessing of the Gospel of Christ; and, in ordCT to this end, they suggest, that 
British Christians will make special mention of them in their various services, 
during tlie present and ensuing week ” 

I am very sorry that I am not able to do justice to tins Resolution; it 
is an important and interesting one. I am sure, we hare all felt very 
great delight ourselves, from the presence of our Brethren from 
Foreign lands, and are all dis|) 08 ed heartily to unite in expressions of 
thankfulness to Almighty God, the Author and Giver of every good and 
perfect gift, for His preserving care in bringing many of them from 
so great a distance to meet us on so auspicious an occasion. 1 am 
sure, those Brethren especially, who have come from America, have 
given a very strong proof of their ardent attachment to the princi¬ 
ples of Christian Union. Nothing but tlie strongest possible at¬ 
tachment to our object could have indneed them to liave undertaken 
so long a voyage—a voyage which must ever be considered as 
connected with some amount of jieiil. I am sure, we ought 
all to feel deeply grateful to them, and more especially grate¬ 
ful to God, that He put it in their be.arts to come, and t<» 
meet us on this occasion. We have only heard of one cjisc in 
which any particular calamity has befallen a Brother. I have been 
informed, that a Brother, introduced yesttwduy, had met with a 
serious disaster, by which he wa-s detained twenty days, lie w’a,H 
shipwrecked : but, by God's mercy, he arrived in safety. I refer to 
our coloured Brother, who appeared amongst us yesterday. When 
I heard that he bad suffered shipwreck on the voyage, I felt no 
little d^ee of gratitude to God, that he also, in common with our 
Brethren, had been permitted to arrive before the Conference broke 
np. And now we wish, with one heart and voice, to commend him 
to the care of the Father of mercies. I rejoice in that expression of 
affection towards our coloured Brother, to whose case I have briefly 
adverted. And now, haring met our American Brethren, and other 
Brethren from Foreign lands. I am sure our affection towards them 
is very greatly increased: and, I doubt not, in future years,—if 
God shall spare our lives,—we shall have communications from them, 
from time to time, which will cheer our spirits, and gladden our 
hearts. Our prayers will go with them ; our affections will go 
with them also; and I trust, that, by God’s grace, the bonds of 
Union, which have already been formed, will go on increasing in 
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Strength, till we all meet in the Kingdom of otir common Father in 
Heaven. I have great pleasure iii proposing the adoption of the 
Resolution. 

The Chairman, addressing Rev. hi. M. Clark, the gentleman 
adverted to, (who entered the room while Mr. Eckett was speaking) 
said,—Your shipwreck has been referred to. Our sympathies for 
you in those circumstances have been expressed. Our joy is not less 
sincere and grateful, that you are permitted at the close to be 
amongst us, a Friend—a Brother beloved for Christ’s sake. 

Rev. Richard Rkecb, (an octogenarian, and the patriarch of 
the Wesleyan Ministry.)—! could not find it possible to attend the 
early sittings of this Conference: but, since I have been enabled to 
be among you, I have felt my mind deeply impressed. Though I 
have not been able to take a part in your discussions, I have been 
glad to find, that the old safe Christian maxim has had its proper 
influence on the Meeting—“ Bear, and forbearso that senti¬ 
ments have been expressed on different subjects, without any 
hostile or unchristian feeling. I may say, that I have belonged 
to one section of the Christian Church from my youth up ; and a 
great maxim of that Church has been, “ the friend of all, the enemy 
of none.” For more than sixty years I have been devoting my 
labotus and my life to promote, in that and every section of the 
Cliurch where I could have any influence, Christian Truth,, 
Christian Holiness, and Christian Love. T/ial has been my great 
object since I first felt the power of the Bible. For fifty-nine 
years I have been devoted to the public'service of God. I have 
seen the operations of His Truth at home, on the Continent of 
America, and elsewhere ; and now, at the close of a long life of 
labour, I am retiring from puldic work, to trim my lamp, and to 
prepare to give in my account. I have seen,—what has greatly 
gladdened and encouraged my heart in the whole of my course,— 
the prosperity of the Cause of Christ on the Continent of America. 
At the beginning of my life, there were 28,000—a few more or 
less—belonging to the Methodist Episcopal Church. There are 
now more than a million of members belonging to that section of 
Christ’s Church on that Continent. As connected tvith otir own 
Body at home, 1 found 95,000; and now we number several 
hundred thousands.—What hath God wrought 1 But, when I look 
at the other sections of the Church, at home and abroad, hotv 
great has been every where the progress of truth and love! And 
now, at the close of my life, I have witnessed this extraordinary 
step in advance towards the great object of the universal spread of 
the Kingdom of Christ,—of His truth and His grace, every whm« 

X i2 
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ill the World, I huve rejoiced in nil its iiioveiiients as I have 
become acquainted with them. I was especially delighted with tlie 
relief afforded to our American friends by the labours of the Com¬ 
mittee. It was my own conviction, that—under the former jiro- 
posed state of things—they could not have returned to their ou n 
Country with comfort, or witli the hope of succeeding. Now they 
will return with gladdened hearts: they will Ik? cordially received 
when they go home. I pray, that the same Providence, which was 
over them in coming to this Country, may spread its shield round 
about them, and conduct them safely home again. May that shield 
be upon all our distant friends—unknown to me, but still my 
Brethieii in Christ ! We are told, that the Disciples went every 
where preaching the Gospel, e.s the result of the Pentecostal 
shower at Jerusalem, when they were scattered abroad. ICc are 
not scattert?d by persecution, as t/ivj/ were. Jlut 1 trust, that 
all our Foreign Brethren will be a savour of truth and grace 
wherever they go. and thus bless the World. 1 second the Reso¬ 
lution. 

The Chair.man. —Allow me, .as I have occupied so very little 
of the time of the Meeting,—having considered it my duty and 
privilege to sit still and learn during the whole of the Conference,— 
to make one observation on the Resolution, in which I most heartily 
concur. I beg publicly, before our friends who have visited us 
from America, to e.xpress to them my sincere obligations f r those 
instructions I have been endeavouring to learn fiom them. I havt? 
endeavoured, since my introduction to the .Meeting, to regard my¬ 
self as one endeavouring to learn how I should walk, so as to he an 
effective Member of the .Alliance. I have li.stened to the brethren 
with peculiar pleasure and satisfaction ; ami I hope I am made 
better by tbeir counsel and example, and that I shall take every 
opportunity of showing it. I am thankful to be plaeial in cirenm. 
stances favourable for the cultivation of union. 1 am connected, ns 
most of you are aware, with an institution to which little rvferenci? 
has lieen made,—the Britisli and Foreign Bible .Society. I remem¬ 
ber, that there once came a proposition from America, that, wilhin a 
short period, arrangements sliould be made for supplying every 
person capable of reading the Scriptures with a copy. .Although 
the proposition could not tlieii be entertained, I have had their 
enlarged hearts so frequently before me, that I could not cease to 
esteem and love those who had originated it. If it had been 
possible to have had a reference to this subject in our Meeting, we 
might have approached nearer to the period when that object will 
be attained. We acknowledge the Authority of the Holy Scriptures, 
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and the Right of Private Judgement: and, as so doing, we should 
consider it our privilege, to hasten the time when the wishes of our 
American Bretliren will be realized, that every one may possess a 
copy of the Scriptures, in order that he may learn the mind of 
Cod. 

The Resolution was then put, and carried. 

Rev. J. V. IIiMES.—If it would not be out of order, I should 
be happy to make a single remark in consequence of our Brother— 
the representative of the Slave—being now present. I do not 
wisli to create any disturbance this morning ; but I know that all 
our hearts will agree to that which I wish to state. The Slaves 
have sent our Brother Clark. He resides in the City of Washing¬ 
ton, ami his church i.s within sight of the Capitol and of the 
Auction Stand. I would only say, that I should be glad, and I 
am sure my Bretliren will join mo in tlie request, that Jlr. Clark 
should be heard. 

Rev. Dr. Patton. —I am extremely happy that the Brother has 
appeared here. 'I'o me it is a source of high gratification, that 
there should be a delegate from that portion of our Brethren in 
Christ. I can assure the .Meeting, that it will be a very great 
hajipiness to them to hear him ; because I have no doubt he will 
speak in the full spirit of this Alliance, with brotherly love and 
kindness. I am exceedingly happy that he arrived, thongb at so 
late a period. I am sorry, as far as it is proper to be sorry for 
anything which the Providence of God brings about, that he should 
have lieen shipwrecked. I should Iiave been glad to have had him as 
a fellow passenger, and so would mv friend Dr. Cox, in the vessel 
uhich, in the Providence of God, brought us in safety to your 

shore.s. 

Rev. Mor.i.isTON Madison Clark. —As a Member of the 
Evangelical Alliance, from the United States of America, having 
been disappointed in arriving in London at the commencement of 
the. Meeting, in consequence of an accident on the sea,—the ship 
Empire, of New York, being dismasted July 26, and compelled to 
return to New York,—I humbly beg leave, at the close, to present 
one, or two thoughts upon the ohjeet of this glorious and holy 
Christian Alliance. 

I feel unfeignedly thankful to Almighty God, for the preserva¬ 
tion of my life in the midst of the most imminent danger of the 
sea, and for my safe arrival at the City of London ; and for my 
admission as a Member, unworthy though I am, of this great 
Assembly,—composed of the wise, the good, the learned, the 
talented, and holy servants of our common Lord and Saviour Jesus 
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Christ, from the foer quartei.s of the Christian World. But 
while, at the .same time, I feel devoutly thankful for past and 
present blessings and favours, I deeply regret my loss, in not 
being permitted to witness the whole proceedings of tho Meeting, 
and to derive the gresxt advantages which I should have done from 
its deliberations: but, though it has been my lu8.s, this Meeting 
will prove the World’s exceeding gain. The Christian Commu¬ 
nity throughout the World, will peruse, with studious attention, 
the published documents of this Alliance, and will derive from 
them that instruction they u'ill be so highly capable of imparting. 
They will find their way, like ministering angels, into all private 
society, and into all public a'i.sociations of the Church,—ditfusiiig 
the wisdom of the universal, united Ministry through every channel 
of wide-spread Christendom. 

That most worthy and heaven.like Christian Alliance, which has 
here been created and nurtured, will go on to maturity : the 
Christian World will sit under the same healing stream, and will 
be baptized in the same baptismal font of holy Christian Alliance ; 
and, in this mighty phalanx, the Church will go forth, in the strength 
of her Divine Master, conquering and to conquer. 

Representing, us I do, over seventeen thousand professing Chris¬ 
tians in the United States of .-Vinerica, ^Members of the .African 
^lethodist Episcopal Denomination,—and, more or less remotely, 
three millions of my race,—I feel the s.icred and high honour, as 
well as the great responsibility. They are men—jjossessing, in 
common with the rest of the human family, great interests both in 
heiv/en and upon earth ; and, though they may fur a time be de¬ 
prived, by frail human jiolicy, of some of the privileges of the 
latter, yet they have faith to Ijelieve, that, through the everlasting 
.Atonement, they will for ever enjoy the glory and happiness of the 
former. 

They were of opinion, that their temporal and spiritual interests 
would be promoted by sending a delegate to this Meeting,—be¬ 
lieving, as they did, that he would be admitted a Meinijer (if pro¬ 
perly empowered and recommended) of this grand Christian 
Alliance. They believed it on the ground of their faith in British 
soil. They believed their temjmral interests would l)e advanced by 
their delegate being witnes.s of the proc«*edings of this Bmly on the 
subject of Slavery, and reporting to them what he should see and 
Infar. And here their delegate would beg leave to ray, that he has 
been highly gratified with that part of the proceedings upon that 
subject which he has witnessed. lie thinks, the Church has this 
great work to accomplish,—and that all she wants to effect it is, that 
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her concentrated energies be brought to bear, with tvisdom, prudence, 
and discretion, upon the enlightened conscience of the World; and, 
under the guidance of the Divine Hand, the work will steadily 
and safely go forward, till it shall be perfected. They believed their 
spiritual interests would be enhanced by their delegate making 
this Body acquainted with their existence as a Denomination of 
professing Christians, and by asking for them an interest in the 
prayers of the servants of our common Lord ; and also by stating, 
that they endeavour to maintain among them the acknowledged and 
pure doctrines of revelation ; that they ask to be considered and 
known by this great Meeting as a constituent part of the allied 
Church of Christ,—knowing but dhe God—one Saviour, Jesus 
Christ—one Spirit, the Holy Ghost—and one Divine Revelation, 
given by the Second Person of the adorable Trinity. 

Feeling very thankful for that kind and Chiistian reception with 
which I have met, I subscribe myself, 

Y<»ur fellow labourer in the vineyard of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, 

M. M. Cl/ARK. 

.Allow me also to present a short Statistical Account of the Afri¬ 
can Methodist Episcopal Church, in the United States of America. 


Members . . . 

. IROOO 

Ministers . 

200 

Day Schools. . 

1.50 

Scholars . 

1500 

Sabbath Schools . 

100 

Scholars . 

2000 

Temperance Societies . 

80 

Memtrers of do. 

1200 


*' Method of sustaining the Ministry ;— 

“ 1. By the Societies ; 

“ 2. By Associations of Females, denominated ‘ Daughters of Conference.’ 

Societies of these Females exist in the cities of New York, Brooklyn, Phila¬ 
delphia, and Washington, numbering in Membership 1100. The Connexion is 
endeavouring to establish Schools, upon the manual labour system, for the educa¬ 
tion of their youth, and also for the education of their Ministers : thus, in the 
various ways specified, they are striving to diffuse among themselves intelligence 
and useful instruction. In the City of Washington, District of Columbia, U. S., 
there is what is termed the “ Coloured Sabbath School Union,”—composed of the 
various Coloured Denominations, the teachers of which meet in Union Meetings 
monthly, and the Schools meet quarterly.—M. M. Clakk.” 

QThe reading of these statements was received with reiterated 
cheers.] 

Rev. Dri Bdntinq.—A llow me to have the very peculiar pleasure 
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—and I feel it to be a distinguished honour, after what we hai'e. 
hoard—of moving, that tlie document which has been read as a 
sjieecU by our excellent friend—^for excellent he must be, from the 
spirit in which that duenment has been drawn up, and the cautious 
prudence which has evidently been used in repressing every thing 
that might have occasioned a difference of opinion)—allow me the 
privilege and honour of moving, that it be entered on the Minutes. 

Rev. Dr. S. H. Cox.— 1 desire, with all my heart, the privilege 
of seconding that Resolution. Some have accused me of inclining 
more to the Pope’s I.<at}n than to the Queen’s English. 

•• Non tiili auylio, iicc tUfensoribus 
Tcmi’us eget." 

I wanted to have a reference to the speech tff this hle.sseil Ilrother. 
I believe there is not a Christian heart in America that noiilil not 
have been as ours. In hearing the Cause of Hrcthrin, three millions 
of those who are down-trodden in America, jileaded by a Ilrother 
who can .speak in this way,—.so wi.se, so temperate, so Christian, .so 
eloquent,—I do not wish to say more tl’.an this ; 1 bless (Jod, that 
He lia.s put sucli a spirit in him ; and I shall he glad to make hi.s 
acquaintance, if he returns to America, and to help him on in 
every way I can. I say, the more of such men we have, the better ; 
they are the he-.st representative.s; they tell more than abstract 
argameiits can do, that a coloured man may he a Chri.sliaii—and that 
a man may be a Christian, of whatever colour he is. I have been 
wonderstruck with the fact, that from .seventy to a hundred men 
have come to the Alliance from .Vinerica, and I have not lu'ard of 
the lea.st accident before this. Our Brother, however, has been 
brought in safety to these shores : I thank God for it: and, pro¬ 
bably, one reason of that I’rovidcnce wa.s, to entrench him more 
deeply in our affections on his arrival. I pray God to he with him 
when he returns, and to bless his labours. I believe that an 
influence like his will win a thousaiul men’s hearts,—while hustle 
and severity will never do it, 1 hojie God will give him wisdom 
and grace all his days,—and that every Member of the Alliance will 
be his cordial, fast, public and private friend. 

Rev. Dr. Bairu.— 1 wish to siip[>ort this, a.s the practical way 
of doing good with regard to the slaves in the United States,— 
treating them as Brethren, and feeling an interest in every gotal 
w(u-k going on among both blacks and whites. This Brother is 
ime of the great Methodist family in the United States. We have 
there several Bodies of Methodists,—the gftatest is called the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, of which there are four or five 
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Branches, that have the same forms of doctrine and government; 
and this Brother comes from one of these,—from the African Me¬ 
thodist Episcopal Church. Let me state to you some facts which 
will interest you, and which lie has put on a paper I will now read. 

[Dr. Baird then read the Document already inserted in p. 4t{7.] 

This is an interesting statistical account of that Branch of the 
Kingdom of Christ. Allow me to say, that,—although I have taken 
the ground, as you well know, with my American Brethren, with 
regard to the question of Slavery being introduced in this Alliance, 
—I can say, (what they all can .«ay,) we feel the deepest interest in 
jiromoting the work of God among the slaves, as well as among 
the whites, of the Houth ; and this,'from tlie conviction that thal 
is the true way to destroy Slavery in that part of our Country. 

Allow me to say further, that some of the happiest years of my 
life have been spent in labouring for the interests of the coloured 
man. For many years, I devoted a great deal of the Sabbath to 
promote instruction in Sunday Schools. I have taught, from first 
to last, many hundreds of them to read the Sacred Scriptures; and, 
since I have been called to preach the Gospel of Christ, when I 
have been in the Southern States,—and I have been in every one, 
with the exception of Florida,—I have found the greatest delight 
in preaching, not I’uly to the Masters, but to the Slaves. I can 
testify, that there are among the Slaves, and the free coloured per. 
’sons, in the South, a great many pious people;—I should say, from 
200,000 to 2.50,000 jMembers amongst the coloured people : and a 
great part of them are slaves. This Brother comes from a Church 
in the City of Washington, where there are 250 .Members;—some 
are free erdoured people, and some are slaves. 

Rev. Dr. Olin. —I thank the Providence of God which has 
brought this my beloved Brother to us, after all that has passed, as 
a sort of seal of the understanding we have come to; I con.sider 
him a witness of the sentiments of the American Brethren. I am 
acquainted, as a Methodist, with the Denomination to which our 
Brother belongs,—and which he represents, I have no doubt, very 
worthily; they have a little Church w'ithin a few roods of my 
dwelling-place. I have been acquainted with them, and have 
taken an interest in their w'clfare. A fact, with regard to that 
little Church in the wdiderness, will be worth more than mere de¬ 
clamation. . They hove a coloured Minister, whom we are always 
glad to see, and whom I have seen frequently at my house; their 
Sabbath School is taught by the Ladies of the Professors of the 
Institution of which I am the President. There is a large Church 
of the same Denon\lnation at Boston; and I almost always see, in 
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the Clerical Meetings, the \-eiierable Snowden: he hiis a seat with 
them. He is a coloured man, and has been a Pastor, respected and 
beloved as cordially as if he were a white man. I rejoice to see 
this Brother. I think it will do good. He will remove doubts that 
many may have on this subject, as to whether the Christians of the 
United .States are really hostile to the Coloured race, or whether they 
find a cordial welcome —whether he does not find in Washington 
those that love him ? No man has come to the Conference over 
whom I am more disposed to rejoice ; and I thank him for the kind 
and modest tone in which he has addressed us. 

Rev. Dr. Patton. —Dr, Cox and myself had a little strife; 
and, had he not been older and abler than myself, 1 should have gi)t 
the seconding of tliis Resolution. I am exceedingly anxious, that 
the statement should be printed among your documents. I think 
it not only sets forth the spirit of this Alliance, but is in happy 
unison with it; and I think it sets forth the truth with regard to 
the way in which the evil is to be removed. It is happily expre.s.sed. 
He thinks the Clinrch ha.s tins great work to accomplish ; and that 
all -she wants to etfect it is, that her concentrated energies should 
be brought to bear, with wisdom, prudence, and discretion, upon 
the enlightened conscience of the World ; and, under the guidance 
of the Divine Hand, t!:e work will steadily and safely go forward 
till it shall Ik! fierfected. That is the true doctrine <in tliis subject; 
and it .stands apart from every form of ])olitictd organization ; and 
it does not go to the pe«tple with all the !i.sj>ects of ambition and 
political force,—.setting forth the claims of those in one condition, 
and denouncing all others. It exhibits the true manner in which 
Christian men, deploring before God a great evil, and desiring to 
relieve it, should go to work. I exceedingly ilesire, that this pajier 
should appear among your docunienLs, a.s cxpres-sirig the correct 
sentiment. 

Rev. Dr. Wabulaw.—I cannot resist the impulse upon my mind 
to express my gratitude and joy for having been,—amidst various 
j>ersonal and private matters that have necessarily engaged my 
attention,—drawn to this rmmi, to witnes-s this scene. I would not 
have mi.s.sed it for the world. I have lieon all along mis.siiig a 
coloured countenance amongst us. 1 regret the cause that has kept 
our Brother away ; but I congratulate him on his escape from 
daiiger, and that he is permitted to appear before us. I rejoice in 
seeing him amongst us,—in giving him the right hand of fellow¬ 
ship,—in lielteviiig that he lias been, and will be, an honoured 
instrument in promoting the benefit of his fellow creatures. I pray 
God, that he may long b*.* spared, and be made a blessing! 
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Rev. Dr. Bekciieb. —I invite him to my house, to my table, and 
to my pulpit. 

An Abierican Member. —Allow- me to say the same. 

The Chairman. —I am thankful that I have the honour of 
presiding over the Meeting on this occasion. I shall esteem it a 
privilege to shake hands with him, as the rejiresentative of the 
slaves. 

|[The Chairman here grasped the hand of Mr. Clark, and shook 
it heartily, amid the loud cheers of the Conference.] 

In your name,—in the name of all, —I welcome him to the midst 
of us. Sometimes we thank God for the storm and the tempest; 
and I think I see His hand in preventing our Brother from coming 
amongst us till the present moment; because I can conceive, that 
his presence might possibly have produced some peculiar feelings, 
when a question which has engaged so much discussion was 
agitated. I am happy that he has been spared, that we might 
receive him, not in form only, but in heart, as one of the Members 
of this Alliance. 

The Resolution was then put, and carried. 

Rev. Dr. Steane. —I may mention, that .Sir Culling Smith has 
brought up the Report on the subject of the Organization. There 
is another Resolution, to complete the present scries,—to express 
our deep thankfulness to God; and I submit, that we may take 
this before we go to the Organization. 

Rev. Euwaru Frazer. —I rise to move ; — 

“ That the Brctliri'n desire to leave on record their adoring sense of the goodness 
and mercy of Ood, manifested so abundantly, and in so many unexpected 
ways, daring the meetings of the Conference: especially they acknowledge, 
with profound humility, admimtion, and tliankfuincss, the repeated inter- 
jiositions of His hand in answer to prayer, by which their difficulties were 
often removed, their fears dispelled, their business conducted to an harmonious 
result, and their hearts filled with joy and gladness : they humbly entreat 
Him to pardon all the sins and infirmities which have attended their 
Meetings, which they would now confess before Him,—while on account of 
them, and their utter unworthiness, they abase themselves at Hb feet, and 
look for the acceptance of their persons and their works nlone to His rich 
mercy, through the Atoning Blood of the Lamb: and they cnmestlr desire 
His ^ce still to rest upon them, and His wisdom still to guide them, that, in 
their several spheres and countries, tiiey may be enabled to exemplify the 
spirit of holy lovo which has reignetl in their assemblies, and to carry into 
practical effect the blessed design upon which they have embarked in forming 
the Evangelical Alliance.” 

My joy is not the least, in beholding that the Conference is about 
to be brought to so happy a dose. The danger that seemed to 
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threaten the Alliance, the night before last, affected ino det'ply. I 
enquired what was the cause ? It seemed to me, that it was the 
cause of the African which was about to divide gentlemen who had 
]troceeded so far in unity ; and 1 thought, / am the African. IMy 
Brother Clark had not then arrived, to share the honour or disgrace, 
tvhichever it might be. The African, therefore, was rejirescntcd 
here alone in my person. I could not help exclaiming, in the 
language t>f Jeremiah,—rejieating the words as 1 went to my 
lodgings,—“ Woe is me, my mother, that thou hast borne me a man 
of strife, and a man of contention to the whole earth !” 1 was 

grieved that I should be the occasion of pain to the honoured 
gentlemen from America,—whose Christian spirit, whose (,'hristian 
speeches, and whose protestations of real concern for the welfare of 
the .slave and coloured man on that Continent, I must take occasion to 
say, had won, and still retain, my entire confidence. 1 was grieved 
for my Engli.sh friends,—to think that gentlemen, who had so much 
at heart the success of this Alliance, should so strongly express 
their affection and kindness for the unhappy African, a. to he 
willing to sacrifice, as it seemed to me, even this very desirable 
object. They held so fast the interests of the Slave, that they were 
not willing to let th.eni go, though it should cost them the .sacrifice 
of the Alliance. 1 was much cast down : and, in projtorlion to 
the anxiety I then felt, is the comfort 1 now enjoy. I hope now 
to return to that part of the world to which 1 belong—the West 
Indies, with an improved mind and heart,—improved by all that 1 
have seen and he.ird in the course of tlie sittings of this memorable 
Conference. I humhiy, but cordially, unite in the .spirit of thi.s 
Resolution, in ascribing the glory where it is <lne, —to God alone. 
I hope henceforth to live in the sj)irit of the Alliance,—to he ever 
willing, and, as far as it is proper for me. to he ever foremo.sl, in such 
matters. Where one occupies an inferior station, advances should 
be made by the superior : but, as far a.s it becomes me. I shall be 
happy to unite with my fellow Christians; and upon thi.s principle,— 
that I ought to love my Saviour better than inysidf. 

Captain C'Ai.tJWEi:.!..—I rise with unfeigned joy to second the 
Resolution. My desire is to realize it.s spirit, and to preserve it to 
the la,st hour of my life: it .sets forth exactly the liglit in which 
the movement has presented itself to my mind. From the first, 1 
have viewed it as having its origin from God. It has been guided 
b/ His band, from first to la,st ; and I trust He will continue to 
guide it in future ; I, therefore, most heartily second this Resolutieii. 

The Resolution was then put, and agreed to. 

Fuedf.rick UTm.s, Esq —I rise to move:— 
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“ That tills Conference, in separating, desire to acknowledge the obligation which 
they owe to Sir Culling Earilley Smith, Bart., for the energy and untiring 
diligence with which he has applied himself to their business, and for the 
ability, impartiality, courtesy, and hosjiitality which have distinguished his 
conduct, as Chairman of their Deliher.itive Meetings ; they respectfully assure 
him of their affectionate esteem, and of the grateful remembrance which.they 
will always cherish of the invaluable services he has rendered to their holy 
Cause." 

It is quite unnecessary for me to add one word in support of such a 
Kesolution. The whole Assembly have witnessed the ability, and 
the deeply devotional spirit, of our excellent Chairman; and I am 
sure I shall be consulting his feelings, and the feelings of the whole 
Meeting, if—instead of calling upon you to admire him—I call upon 
you to admire the Grace of God that has made him what he is, 
and raised him up to be such a blessing to the Church and to the 
World. 

Rev. Dr. Patton. —I rise with great pleasure to second the 
Resolution. It might seem, at the first glance, as though—after 
having expressed our sentintents, in the Resolution which was pre¬ 
viously carried with entire unanimity, of deep obligation to God for 
the manifestation of Ilis grace and love—it were inconsistent now to 
take lower ground, and return thanks to man : but, if we look at 
the conduct of the .Apostles, we find they were not unmindful of 
those into whose hearts God had put grace, and wlioni He had 
brought into prominent stations in the Church. Christianity 
teaches us to he courteous, and to respect talent where God has 
given it. We cannot be unmindful of the fact, that we owe very 
much of the peace, and of the despatch of business, and of the 
good will that has pervaded the Body, to the talent, the decision, 
the impartiality, the courtesy, of him who has occupied the Chair. I 
am confidout, that his name has a fragrance in this I.sland, and in all 
kindred lands, that will not soon pass away. That fragrance has 
passed over the waters ; the Eastu^ud, which is not always pleasant, 
is now pleasant,—because it brings the fragrance of his name 
across the great waters. When he conies to visit us, if we cannot 
make him our Chairman, we will chair him as a man of God. 

The CnAiiiMAN, —I have great pleasure in submitting tin’s 
Resolutiau to the Meeting: it does not want a word. 

The Resolution was then carried by the Assembly instantly 
lising. 

The Chairman, addressing Sir Culling Eardley Smith, said,— 
I have great pleasure in communicating to you the Resolution of 
our friends. Among the honours I have realized is the presenting 
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of this Resolution ; aiul I present it with thunkfulness to yon for 
the mnniier in which you have filled the Chair. Sometimes I am 
called upon to preside over ^feelings ; and, if I could do it with half 
the grace with which you have presided over us, I should esteem 
myself happy. As I have lieen endeavouring to learn from our 
friends, so I have been endeavouring to learn from yourself. One 
of the advantages of Meetings like this is, that, as Laymen, it 
brings us in closer contact with our Clerical friends than could 
otherwise be the case. 

Sir Culling Eardi.ey S.mith. —How shall I express my sense 
of your great and unmerited kindness ? I desire to say how much 
1 feel—not only your present act of Christian feeling—but how 
much I have felt throughout that generous confidence, and that 
Christian regard, which have led you to support me in the Chair. I 
feel it is not only possible, but ])erhaps even jirobable, that in 
endeavouring to discharge the duties of the Chair, I have done so 
in a manner that may have given pain to individuals. (Loud cries 
of Xo ! no !’’) The position of a Chairman, in such a .solemn and 
critical Meeting as this, is one of the most arduous difiiculties. I 
have felt it was worth while to risk anything—even the affection and 
love of individuals towards myself—if I could only maintain the 
order of the Meeting. If, in accomplishing it, 1 have been the 
occasion of giving discomfort to any, I would request it may be 
forgotten, and that the act may be forgiven for the motive that 
actuated me. I thank you again and again for your kind vote ; 
and I would only ask for one thing.—1 wish to avoid any wrong 
feeling with regard to tlie vote that has passed : hut I have asked 
myself, whethor it would Ik* wrong to ask l/iix, and I think it wiiiild 
not.—I was going to ask for an order, that it may 1 h? written out,— 
that my children may p<>,s,se.s8 it when I urn dead and buried. I am 
desirous that it should l»e signed by our friends who have acted ns 
Secretaries,—that I may have it framed and glaxed, and put up in 
my house. Again let me thank you for your expression of kindness ; 
and let me express the hope, that the day is not far distant, when, 
having acted a.s your Chairman in England, I may have the np|)or- 
tunity of participating, as an individual Memlier, in a Conference 
to lie held in some other Country. 

Rev. W. Bevan. —I will not make a speech: but you will allow 
me to propose, that, by order of this Conference, the Resolution be 
engrossed, and that the signatures of the .Secretaries, in accordance 
with Sir Culling Smith's request, be affixed to it. 

Rev. Dr. StkakK.— Allow me to second the proposition. I 
desire to do so,—not only because I concur in the feeling of the 
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whole Assembly,—but as feeling how much I have been personally 
indebted to our Chairman in the conduct of the business. Again 
and again I have had occasion to refer to him, in digesting and 
systematizing the business; and I have received manifestations of 
that kindness, courtesy, and practical wisdom, tvith which he is so 
eminently endowed. 

Rev. Dr. S. H. Cox.—I rise to support it. In America we 
pretend to have a great aversion to flattery. I hope that some of 
us have more than a pretence: but there is such a thing as Chris¬ 
tian praise ; and we have the apostolic example: “ Demetrius hath 
good report of all men, and of the Truth itself.” I would say, my 
dear and honoured Brother in Christ,—for I regard that as a higher 
title than any Baronetcy that a Monarch could give you—I thank 
God for the grace given you, and displayed, as I have often ob¬ 
served it, in your skill and ability in the Chair: and here I would 
make an apology, if you think I ought, in reference to the reflection 
I seemed to cast upon your ahna mater. I never meant, that she 
could not teach and discipline intellect; there are excellent ex¬ 
amples of that. The scenes through which we have passed have 
almost dispelled the objections of a Presbyterian as to doing honour 
to the htiuse of Stewart—I refer to Haldane Stewart. But, apart 
from shill and mental discipline, the thing I have most admired, 
and for which I have been very grateful, bas been, the exemplary 
patience, kindness, and forbearance you have shonui to everybody 
and everything. I know that your situation has been one very try¬ 
ing to any son of Adam in your place. America will join u ith all 
the \\''orld, as represented here, in those expressions of humble 
gratitude to God, glorifying God in you. I hope—I almost demand, 
that wo should see you in America. 1 have no idea, that there is 
any such thing as a volcano, or an under-current, there. I do not 
believe there is a spirit that would not tvelcome you. You can do 
some good by coming. We intend to correspond with you ; and 
when these things shall be recounted in America, Sir Culling 
Eardley Smith’s name will be dear to American Christians. You 
will have a monument there that shall not moulder:—but 1 desire 
that you should have the Resolution as an heirloom in your family,— 
that your children m.ay point to this pledge of Christian Union, and 
say, that God employed their father—their grandfather—their great, 
great, great, great grandfather in doing such things. 

Rev. A. S. Thkewadd.—I looked round when the Resolution 
was passed,—thinking that one of the members of my own Church 
would be called upon to support it. 1 was thinking who it would 
be, or I should have risen to enjoy that honour. I feel it a duty 
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that I owe to the Churcli with which I am connected, tliat one of 
its JMinisters should support a Resolution, in which, 1 am sure, all 
my Brethren will concur. 

Rev. Dr. Ubwick. —Ireland may be allowed to put in a word. 
Allow me to give you the thought which has been in my mind. I 
do not speak it in the way of flattery: but it has been the honest 
thought of my mind, as 1 have seen you in the Chair, presiding over 
and conducting the business,—that, if (Jod had had no other object 
in view in your exi.stence and conversion, the way in which you 
have served this great and good Cause, through His grace, was a 
thing worth living for. 

Sir Cui.LiNG EAROLBy S.uiTii.— Most grateful am I for the 
undeserved expressions of kindne.ss and esteem that have Iwen used 
towards me. I now rise to refer for a moment to what Dr. Cox 
has said. There are difliculties, it appears, as to a Meeting in 
America: but, whenever these can be overruled, I, for one, am 
prepared to say, that, to serve the Cause of (.'liristianity in .\nierica, 
—especially, if 1 may add, to serve the Cause of our dear Brethren 
in chains,—I would go, not only across the Atlantic, but ten times 
round the globe. 

Rev. Dr. Bekchkh.—I f God should spare me to live another 
ten years, I expect. Sir Culling, to see you in Amerit'a, to attend 
an Alliance Meeting ; and such an Alliance fur immbers, as this 
World has never seen ;—such a Body, that four churches would not 
hold them. 

Rev. Dr. S. II. Cox.—The other day, when we cleared the 
gitllery of strangers, there wa.s one painful emotion created with* 
out any design,—and which, if the Camferenee knew, they would 
regret it. The Rev. William Scott, D. I)., of Sew Crlcans, a 
Presbyterian Minister of great respectability,—though not of that 
Branch of the Church to which I belong,—did not sec lii.s way clear 
to be enrolled as one of the .Members ; and he entered the gallery, 
not knowing what wa.s our rule. On its being stated that .strangers 
were present, he retired, and went aw.ay with .i wounded spirit. 
He is a man of great influence in .-Vmcrica. I would suggest, that 
the Secretary should write au informal letter to him, stating the 
true state of the ca.se, and our unwillingness to hurt the feelings of 
a distant Brother, though {tersoually a stranger to us. 

^ Rev. J. B, Hi.sfKS.—1 hope it will l>c done. 

This w'as agreed to. 

Sir Cui.i,tNO Eaiiui.ky Smith then took the Chair. 

Rev. Dr. Smyth. — It was with myself that he came to the 
Meeting. He came over to attend : but he fell under the Birming- 
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liiini llesolutioii—beinr;, in rcnintc sense, connected, tUronoh his 
wife, with two of his servants. I[e feels it greatly, and out of 
delicacy kept away from the Alliance. He wished, however, to see 
the room, and came in. I thought he was aware of the rule of the 
Meeting; but I found that be was not. 

Rev. Hr. Bunting read the following Motion : — 

“ That the Cenference are sc‘iisil)Ie of the ii!i)iurtant services rendcreil, in the 
course of their iimccedings, by their Secretaries and Ojmmittces, and of the 
advantages resulting to the conduct of their business from the diligence and 
skill with which they have discharged the several duties devolved upon them, 
and they hereby request them to aecc]>t their grateful thanks; in which they 
desire to refer, with especial gratitude, to the pre-eminent services of the Rev. 
Willitim IJevan, Minute Secretary of the Conference, the Rev. Rr. Steane, 
and the ifev. George Osborn, Sccretiiries of the Business Committee.” 

Rev. Dr, VVarduaw. —I rise with heartfelt pleasure to move 
this Resolution. We are well tiware how much dejrends on the 
conduct of the .Secretaries and Committees, with regard to the 
successful issue of such aii Assembly as tliis. I apprehend, that 
on such an occasion a speech would he an insult. I should only 
he detailing what all ('yes have scon, all ears have heard, and all 
minds and hearts have, approved. I am sure, that the reading of 
tlie Resolution render.s it uniieces.sary to say a word on tlie subject. 
I have gre'atly admiia'd, throughout, lh(‘ conduct of our Secretaries, 
ami their uoiulerful husincs.s tact and regularity'. 

Rev. F. Maktix. —I will not .speak of tlie ability' and zeal of 
our Brethren, the Secretaries, and the different Committees. It 
would a|)pear to me to he lowering them. Wq mu.-it ascribe their 
success to faith and cliarity,—faith uorking by love. They have 
heen placed in many difliculties; hut they have taught us the 
meaii.s by which we may overcome them. W'e must acknowledge, 
that God has heen faithful, and hence we have formed this Alliance. 
We have had many ditliciilties. It has heen the object of our 
worthy friends, and of the Members of the Committees, to enable 
us to meet those difliculties; and, should difficulties again airse, 
they must he conquered by incessant prayer in the Name of our 
dear Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Tlie Chairman. — I cannot allow this Resolution to he put, 
without hearing my testimony—having had more opportunity than 
any one else of witnessing the conduct of our Secretaries on all 
occusioii.s—to the efficiency with which they have discharged, their 
duties. On an occasion like this, thougli the spirit is a great 
thing, yet the next important thing is the character of your mecha¬ 
nism. The man of God must not despise being a man of business. 

K K 
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We have had men of business; and, having had something to do 
with public business, secular and religious, I may .state, tliiit there 
never was a machinery which did more honour to tlie Cause in 
which it was employed, than that which has put us all in motion, 
I know the excellent arrangements of your Committees, and they 
have done honour both to their heads and their hearts. 

The Resolution was carried by acclamation. 

The CiiAiR.MAN, addressing the Secretaries and Committees, 
said :—Dear Brethren, allow me to say, that I never discharged a 
duty more grateful to me, in my life, than that of presenting you 
with the thanks of this Body. In the name of tr.cumenical 
Christianity, we thank you for your services. 

Rev. Dr. .Steank. —We are anxious to save time, and therefore 
we are desirous that Mr. Hevaii should speak for us all. 

Rev. W. Bevax. —I am fpiite sure. Sir Culling, and Brethren, 
that I fitly express the feelings of those whom you have associate.! 
with me in the work, and now in this most acceptalile v<ite of 
thanks, when I S!iy, that language fails us to convev to vou an 
aderpiate idea t.f the emotions that exist nilhin oizr hreasis. We 
have been identified in work —hard work, but pleasant, blessed 
work—in connexion with this Cause, since last October. Vou may 
easily conceive with what trembling, nitli what racking anxietv. 
we approttched those dilliciilt points in the progress of this Con¬ 
ference, to which I need not now nnire particularly refer. (Jod 1 k‘ 
praised, that He has given us, not only warm afiection, hnt, in our 
success, in tlie consummation of all that mir hearts could desire, and 
more than we could reason.ibly have anticipated—the best reward. 
I am sure I only say, in aiitieijnition of tlie future, uhat all mv 
Brethren will say with me, — tliat we are ready to live in vonr 
service, that we may die in your service, as in the service of our 
common I.#ord ; and we desire, that our services mav issue in tin* 
well-being of His Church, and the conversion of the World,—that 
He may Ire glorified. 

Phe CifAinaiAV.—Having receive.1 so grt*.it a kindness from 
you, a.s that you should consent to the He.soliition regarding my¬ 
self being engros.sed,—may I request, that Ihix vote may be en¬ 
grossed separately for each of the .Secretaries, and that I may be 
permitted to sign it, that they may have a r« cord of it .> 

This proposition was immediately assented te. 

Rev. Alexandeh have to move.— 

Tli.at the cordial thanks of the Conference arc doc, and arc hereby |iretcntcd, to 
the Chairmen of the Public Meetings, the Brethren who have presided over 
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the Devotional Exercises, and tlie Vice-Chairmen of the Deliberative 
Meetings.” 

We have required able and skilful {ruidauce, and God has enii- 
uently favoured us herein. 

“ Order is Heaven’s first law ; and, that confess’d, 

Isome are, and must be, greater than the rest.” 

In the exercise of their duties, we have seen a holy exhibition of 
love and wisdom, integrity, impartiality, and forbearance. Di.stinet 
reference has been made to our Devotional Exercises, and the 
servic(!S of those who jiresided over them. I believe they have 
been of very great importance; and to what shall we ascribe our 
success or eventual triumph, but to tiie efficacy of our supplications 
presented to Him who is the Hearer of prayer, in the Name of 
the Great Mediator—who once jirayed, and who certainly is now 
pleading th.it His Church may be one, as He and the Father are 
one, that the World may believe that He i.s the promised Messiah ? 
I trust our Chairmen will have a seat among those v.ho surround 
the Throne of God. I cannot satisfy my conscience,— I could 
satisfy my vanity, hut I cannot satisfy my conscience,—without 
referring in particular to those Brethren from America, who have 
assisted us in every thing, and jiarticularly in presiding over some 
of our ^Meetings. M’e have all seen, (although I was convinced 
before,) that they are as much the friends of the oppressed as we 
are ; and we hav'e seen, that they have done, and have endured, on 
behalf of the opjiressed, more than ive have done, and more than 
most of us are willing to endure. I must express my satisfaction, 
that we have committed the guidance of their consciences to the 
College of the Ajiostles. It is my belief,—not founded, I hope, on 
ignorance,—that what the Apostles wrote was committed to 
Churches that were planted among slaves and slaveholders; and 
I know not any thing so fit to guide the consciences of the disciples 
of .Icsus, amid the difficulties of such associations, as the Apostolic 
writings. 

The CnAin.M,\N.—I think our friend must abstain from that 
subject. 

Rev. Ai.exanueh M'Leou. —I trust they will return with our 
prayers and good wishes; and I hope we shall have the benefit of 
l/ieir prayers. There has been a fact mentioned, that has very deeply 
affected me ; it is this,—that in England we have ten millions of 
men, who are the slaves of sin, and who never enter a place of 
worship. While we pray for our American friends, I trust they will 
pray for us, that God would deliver us from this awful social evil. 

K K 2 
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Allow me to conchuk* with an expression of the coriliality with 
which I propose this Resolution. 

A. G. Ei.i.rs, Esq.—I have great pleasure in secomliiig the Reso¬ 
lution. We have much reason to thank God for the many mercies 
that wo have received siiice the coiunienceinent of onr IMeetings 
here ; and I think the p>int referred to in this Resolution is not 
the least subject for gnititude. For the ctH)l, calm guidance, and 
the affectionate manner, with whicli our discussioms have been con¬ 
ducted, we are indebted, in a great measure, tinder God, to the 
Chairmen. 1 fee! that we are also deeply indebted to those who 
have presided over onr Devotional Exercises. 1 have travelled 
four hundred miles to attend this Meeting ; and 1 have felt, that 1 
should h.tve been repaid, if I had only been present at one of our 
Devotional Exercises. As time is important, I will not say more, 
but sintjily second the Resolution. 

The CiiAiKM.iN. —I tvould convey tlie thanks of the Conference 
to the Hon. Justice Cnunpton, John Henderson, and Thomas 
Farmer, Esqrs., a.s Chairmen of the Rublie Meetings : to .fames 
S. Rlaekwood. fif..D., and J. M. Straehan, Esqrs., as \’ico- 
Chainnen, whi> ha^•e presided ovi-r the Deliberations of the Con¬ 
ference; and to the Rev. Edward Riokersteth, the Rev. Dr. 
Wardlaw'. and others, as Chairmen who have j>re...ided over the 
Devotional Exereise.s. 

Rev. E. RicKEnsTETii. —Tht‘ lioiirs s))ent in our Conferences 
ha.ve tieen among the happiest of my life. I c.innot but see how. 
in every step of our w.iy, in ditficulties, and in the removal of 
difliciiltie.s, we have Imd marked indication.^ of the Divine f.ivrnir. 
.So far from regretting that dillicnlties have arisen, I see that, in 
the midst of all these iliHienlties, we have had the most gr.itifying 
manifestations of the Divine hlessing. We should not have had 
that increase of faith, that enlivenin_' of Iiojk-. that enenuragement 
of love, had it not hwn for the variety of opinions expri'ssed, and 
t!ie difficulties through which we h.ive passed. I ran truly say, 
that my love towards all my dear Brethren has U-en greatly in¬ 
creased,—and my conviction of the sure foundation on which onr 
Alliance is resting is al.so very greatly increased,—by all I have seen 
in the Conference. I bad the pleasure of attending the large.st 
.lleetirig 1 have ever w'itrie.s,sed at Hertford, last night,— where the 
nuhject was brought forward ; and the delight and joy with which 
all heard what had lieen done here svas greater than I ever olwcrved 
at any Meeting there. I cannot but hope, that the cloud whicIi 
ha-s lieeii gathering here, when diaperiietl, will break with blessings 
upm Europe, Asia, Africa, and America, enriching the World 
with its fruits. 
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Rev. OwKN Ceahkb.—I have much plcastire in moving;— 

•• Tliat the (hanks of tlic Conference arc cordially presented to U. C. L. Bevan, 
EBt|., Treasurer, and also to the Treasurers of the Divisional Committees, 
for their zeal in discharging the duties of their office," 

I Imve felt, with deep interest, all that has been passing. It is 
several years since I became acquainted with your excellent 
Treasurer. The i)rinciple that we have here recognised, of the 
Unity of all the disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ, has been fully 
illustrated in all my intercourse with Mr. Bevan. I have found 
him to 1)0 a member of the true C'hnrch of Christ. I have had 
much happiness in witnessing the deep interest which he feels in 
every thing that regards the glory of our common Saviour. 
The other Treasurers I have not had the pleasure of knowing, 
except by name: but I feel deeply persuaded, that they are in¬ 
terested in the work of our Alliance; and I am sure they will 
receive the sentiments of this Meeting, not as an indication 
merely of the opinions of men, but as a tender, gracious, kind com¬ 
munication from Him, who is Head over all things to the Church. 
This is Ilis work : He has presided in our Assembly. lie has 
poured down His Holy Spirit: and the results at which we have 
arrived are to be ascribed, not to human wisdom, but simply to 
the grace ai'd mercy of Him, who condescends to make use of 
the feeblest instruments, that His own glory may be the more 
abundantly displayed. 1 have much pleasure in moving the Keso. 
lution. 

Rev. Ur. Massik. —I concur very cordially in the Resolution 
that has been proposed for your adoption ; and, had time allowed, 
and had I deemed it appropriate, I think I couKi, for some mo¬ 
ments, have profitahly occupied your thoughts. But there is other 
work to do. Mr. Bevan does not require our thanks in word.s,— 
he has them in our hearts; and he will rejoice that they remain 
there, and will be remembered continually. In reference to the 
other Treasurers of the Divisions, I have found them courteous and 
cilieient in the discharge of all their duties. I most cordially 
second the Resolution. 

After a remark from Rev. Dr. Bunting, the Resolution was 
put, and carried. 

T. Pkkcivai. Buntin<j, Esq.—I move, without a si)eech :— 

“ That a Committee, consisting of the following persons, be appointed to prepare, 
and publish a Digest of the Proceedings of the Conference:— 

Sir Culling EnrJley Smith, Bart., Rev. Dr. Jnbez Burns, 

Rev. Etlwi Bickersteth,] Rev. \V. M, Bunting, 
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Bev. W. Bevan, 
Rev. W. Chalmers. 
Kcv. J. H. lliiitoii. 
Rev. Dr. Morison. 
Rev. G. Gsborn, 


Rev. .John Scott, 

Rev. Dr. .Stoane, 

Rev. A. S. Tltelwall, 
Uev. .Vlgernoii Wells.” 


J. S. Hi.ackwooi). Esq., LL.D.—I bog leave t« second that 
Resolution. 

After some enquiries as to tlie nature and extent of the proposed 
Digest,— 

Rev. Dr. Bi'Niixts said,—I liope the Dige.st will not supersede 
the publication of the Jlintitos. 

Rev. W. Hkvan. —I think some one should be associaleil with 
me, as Ulinute .Secretary. It will Ite better if yoti would le.ivi' that 
ill the hands of a smaller numhi-r than will be rt'qiiired for the 
publication of vour loirrative. It luiglit then be (lone accurately, 
and much more •■j■.■eliily. 

Rev. K. 15 k Ki;us i f.Tii.—I tiiink only the conclusions should be 
printed ;—not the Amendinenls. 

Rev. W. Ilr.VAN.—'I'liat was pretty much the cour.se taken in 
the first instance, as regards the .Meetings of the .Aggregate foni- 
inittee. 

Rev. J)r. SritANi:.—The .Minutes cm be sub coiiiiaitted by this 
Conunittce. 

'i'he CllAiK.AtAN.—Siiall we not do weli in siying. that \\e leave 
it to the discretion of the Coinmiltee .• 

'J he Re.solution wa' then put, and carried. 

Rev. Dr. SrKAXf:. —Xow the next biisine.ss, and tlie .sole busi¬ 
ness that re;: aiiis, is the ( Jrganiz itiou, which stood over last night. 

Rev. .1. II. HiN'ioN.—I will re.id the (ieneral Organization; 
itad then some of our I’.rethren will n.oce and second its mhquion. 

Air. Hinton then read the wliole of the Chnises nmler tin" head 
of fieneral Organization. 

Rev. Dr. IlfNTiNf; —I lieg leave, as the Mover of tiie former 
•Scries, to .snlcstitiite for that Motion this;— 


“ 'I'liAi t!ie Or;;ani/AtifD, ns «m<c‘ Itc nor. 

Rev. fi. Osi’.ott.v.—I second it. 

Rev. .J. H. Minto.v then stated, that .some .Amenilrnenls hud 
benii suggested to the Committee by a few friends, who bad been 
employed in examining and digesting the whole. It was felt, th.at 
some further improvement wa.s wanted; and he ttow presented the 
result of that united friendly conference. lie then read the 
Clauses, one by one. A'ariotis saggi-stien-s were offered by different 
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Brethren:—some difficulties were pointed out, and explanations 
given:—and, after ample discussion, and some further alterations— 
the whole plan of General Organization was adopted by the Con¬ 
ference in the following form:— 

“ That,—whereas Brethren, from the Continents of Euroiic and America, as 
well as in tliis Country, are unable, without consultation with their countrymen, 
to settle all the arrangements for their respective Countries,—it is expedient to 
defer the final and complete arrangement of the details of the Evangelical Alli- 
nnee, of which the foiindatiun has now been laiil, till another General Conference. 

“ That the .\llianee consist of all such Meuibers of this Conference, and Mem- 
bei-s and Corrcsiionding Members of the Divisions of the I’rovisional Committee, 
as shall adhere to the i)rineip!es and objects of the Alliance. Persons may be 
admitted to membership of the Alliance, by consent of all the District Organiza¬ 
tions, or by a vote of a General Conference ; and to membership of any District 
Organization, by such mode as each District Org.inizution may determine. 

“ That the Members of the Alliance be recommended to form District Organi¬ 
zations, in such manner as shall be most in accordance n ith the peculiar circum¬ 
stances of each District. Provided, however, 

*• Pirst,—That neither the Alliance, nor the respective District Organizations, 
shall bo held responsible for the proceedings of any District Organization ; 

“ Secondly,—That no .Member of any District Organization shall, as such, be a 
Member of the Alliance j 

“ And, Thirdly,—That, whenever a District Organization shall be formed, the 
Jlcmber.s of the .Mliance, within that District, shtill jict collectively in its for¬ 
mation. 

“ TIiat,- In furtherance of the above jdan, it he recommended, for the present, 
that a District Orgitnization ho formed ia each of the follo.ving Districts, viz.;— 

“ 1. The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 

“’d. The Uniteil States ol America. 

“ .1. France; Belgium ; and French Switzerland. 

“ 4. The North of Germany. 

“ 5. The South of (iermany ; tind German Switzerland. 

“ (i. British. North America. 

“ 7. The M'est Indies. 

“ And that additional District Organizations be, front time to time, recognised 
r.s such, by the concurrence of any tlireo previously-existing Organizations. 

“ That an official correspondence be innintiiincd between the several District 
Organizations, and that lleports of their proceedings Ue interchanged, with a view 
to co-operation and encouragement in their common object. 

“ That a General Conference be held, at such time and place, and consist of 
such Members of the Alliance, tis, by correspondence between the District Organi¬ 
zations, and under the guidance of Divine Providence, sliall hercaflcr be deter¬ 
mined by their unanimous concurrence. Provided, 

“ First,—That any Member of the Alliance, who was entitled to attend this 
Conference, and shall retain his membership, shall be entitled to attend the 
next also ; 

“ .And, Secondly,—That all questions relating to the convening of it shall b« 
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iletermlned by such Members only of the District Organizations, ns shall niso be 
Members of the Alliauec. 

“ A Conference of any t« o, or more, of the District Orgnni/atioiis may lie held 
by miitna! agreement.'' 

Ctirrieil. 

Rev. Dr. Sti axe. — I wish to iiioee ;— 

“ That it be referresl to the diiVeront Organizations, to tniiisiale the proceetliiigs 
of the Conference into the Inngnages of the Countries in which they .shall ho 
formed, ami to t.ike steys for ti.eir |mhlication ; ami that the Coiniv.ittco 
already appointed be in.struetcd to provide for their translation into I.atin, and 
I'liblication in that language.’' 

I iuld the last, hcctuisc it will iiitrudtico thoiii to all the loariied men 
of the ^Vorld. .and into tlie T'liiver.silie.s. 

Rev. Jini.s' -SroTT .seconded this lies,,Inti,ui. 

'Die rjuestion was asked, By « l,< la i i the t x] viise to be horiie 
Rev. Dr. Steank.—Y on need I'.ut raise a rjiiestioii on tliat. 
\Vlth regard to the Continental latigu i ,i.s. liny « ill he translated liy 
iMeiiihers of onr o'.vii Cotiferenee, am! the e.xpeiise \\ ill fill on the 
Branches. U i.s .simply tiie traits'.iiion into I.atin th.U has to be 
provided for ; and will lie hut a lew p« tinds. 

Rev. K. Cittin.—I d.o not think th ' la-.ti.t laiioiiaoir is necos- 
iary. 

Rev. 'k Wai.kkk.—^V e .should like to the-e doeti’iienis 

.sent to Rome. I think it i.s a happy idea. I liojie, therefore, that 
they will be rendered into Latin. 

7'he Hfsolntion was then put, and carried. 

Rev. W. ^I. Bt N-iiN<; moved :— 

“ Th.it the Her. FMward Craig b..’ mlded to the Conarittco ajij oint li to snpcriii- 
tend tile piili'.i alioii of the proceedings of tlic t 'ouferenec." 

Rev. OwF.x' ('i.AKKK seconded tl'o Motion: which was put, and 
carried. 

The CliiAiit.iiAN'.—I should like sometliiiio to he done sdxnit the 
Documents anti Cnrresjiondence. There is ;i letter from Merle 
D’Anhignc, relating to the persecutions ii]!<i!i the t'onliiieiit, ami 
■stating, that a number of IVitestants tire being forced into the 
firoek Chiirel). 

Rev. Dr. I'uwicK.— Belter refer it to the Publication f'om- 
loiitee. 

•Rev. Dr. — I move:-- 

i J if :t.l 1) MiiJirunt.H whi<Ii lt;f.«- to tisp < !«' rof*‘rri'«1 to 

tK ■ t 'omn'.ittrc nnnD’4, wifh ii HtfO'.fjortM to pdIlhIi »iich portions offhetn 
may appenr necci^«iry,"* 

• Oomm'^nU »ill foun*l iit Appfmiix,— Ilmtor. 
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Rev. Dr. Bunting seconded tlie Resolution ; which was put, 
and carried. 

Thomas Farmer, Esq.—Oiir coloured friend from America has 
brought a parcel of books, principally from slaves. 

The Chairman. —Perhaps they had better be presented to the 
British Branch. 

Rev. Ur. Massie engaged in prayer, and pronounced the Bene¬ 
diction. 

The Conference then adjourned till five o’clock. 


The Conference rc-as.sembled at five o’clock. 

Sir Cui.i.iNG Eardley Sjiitu took the Chair. 

Rev. James Cohen engaged in prayer. 

The Chairman. —We shall consider the whole day as one Ses¬ 
sion ; therefore, the Minutes will not now he read. 

Thomas Fah.mer, Esq., moved:— 

“ Xliat, ill .accordance ivitli the recommcndiilion of the Aggregate Provisional Com¬ 
mittee, the four Divisions of tliat Coniniiltee be authorised to meet, at some 
time most convenient to themselves, for the purpose of winding up their 
ail’air.s." 


Rev. Dr. Stf.ane seconded the Motion : which was put, and 
carried. 

Rev. Robert Ecket moved, T. Percival Bunting, Esq., 
seconded :— 

“ That the Conference desire to convey to Jacob Perkins Bacon, Esq., their 
w.arm thanks for the cfticient services rendeied by him during the prosecution 
of their busiucs.s ; and that he be added to the list of the Members of the 
Evangelical Alliance.” 

This Motion was jnit, and carried. 

Rev. F. oMartin then read an Address from the Continental 
Brethren. 

Rev. Dr. Uuwick moved :— 

“Tiiat the Address, with the translation made by the Rev. F. Marlin, be entered 
on the Minutes.” 

A. (i. I’.i.i.is, Esq. seconded the Resolution : which was put, and 
carried. 

'I'lie .\ddress is as follows 

“ Nous soussignds, agissaiit nu uom des Memhres Continenteaux dc la Coiiftr- 
enee, ne voulons pas prendre congfi dc nos fieres de In Grande Bretagne sans leur 
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exprimer notrc profonde recoimai3s.uicc. IIs out conju la ])ensie dc 1'Alliance 
Evangelicpie ; ils nous y out invites, dans 1 'amour de Cliiist; ct ils nous y out rc- 
fus avec une liospitalile C'liietienne qui no saurait ctre suri)assde. Nous nous 
plaisons a rcndrc ti'inoignage ii la forveur de Icur piet6, a la 8.agesso de leurs con- 
seils, et a I'csprit vraiment occ\inicniquc qu’ils out fait paraitre. Nous tenons a 
exprimer notre gratitude particuliere pour les Membres des romitea, qui out si bicn 
pr6pard le travail de la Conference, et pour Sir Culling Eardley Smith, qui a pre- 
aide ses seances, a la parfaite satisfaction do tons les autres Membres. Nous 
saluons en memo temps nos frercs d’ Amerirjuc, et tiuis hs autres Membres de la 
Conference ; et nous joignons nos prieres aux kurs, pour quo cette Alliance Kvan- 
g£lique, dont les coninicncements nous out remplis d'une sainte joie, croi.^se ct 
prospere, par la grace du Seigneur Jesus, dans la communion du Saint Ksprit, et 
pour la glorie du Dicu qui ‘est amour.' 

“ AdOLI'IIK Mo.noi), 

“ r. A. G. TiioLi.tK, 

“ C. Il.vr'r, 

“ Charles Cook. 

“ F. Martin, Pasleitr. 

Frecmasniis' Hall, Londrex, le 2 Sepleynhre, 1046.” 


(Translation.) 

'• We. the undersigned, acting in the name of the Continental Members of the 
Conference, are unwilling to take leave of our Brethren in Great Britain without 
exiTCfsing to them our l.iartfcH gratitude. To yo'.i, dear Brethren, Irelongs the 
honour of giving birth to tlie Fvnngciic.Tl .Alliance, and ram have invitral us, itr the 
love of Citrist, to .T-sist in yamr dclitn r.rtions. A'rm have received us with a Chris- 
ti.m hospit.i'iry n.at to I'C surpasseil. At e rejoia.- to hear tcNlimcny to tic fervour 
f f )our /e.ii, to the wi.sdoui of \,>t;r e- tiruscis, and to your o cuiucniivi! spirit : we 
are more esiieciaily hound to c.vprc.ss oni cMtitudc to tin- .'Icnihcra of li.c Coni¬ 
n', itlets w iio have so .ably prepared tiic topics t;>r the Conferei.ee, and to .'■ir Coiling 
Eardley Smith, who lias picsidtsl over its niltings, to t'ne i.r.f ct - ■;i>f.icti..n of all 
the Members, At the'anie time, we salute rair ,\n> rio.iti I’.r< linen, ainl a'l the 
other .MemlKirs of the Coid'crcnce ; and we mingle i.nr petili iiw with theirs, that 
this our Ev.angelic.Tl Alliaiiee, whose heginning has tilleil our he.arls with joy. may 
increase and prosper, hy the grace of the Lord .Jesus, in the communion of the 
Holy Spirit, and for the glory of God, who ‘ is love.’ 

“ .Adolphe Monod, 

“ F. A. G. Tiioleck, 

“ C. Baep, 

“ Charles Cook, 

“ F. Martin. 

“ Freemasons' Hall, London, Seplrmher 2, 1646.” 

’The CiiAritMAN'.— -I will only stiy to our dear Brethren, in 
rcspon.se to the Address, that, when they give ns credit for an 
acnn.eniciil spirit, I helieve they only give us credit for that 
which we desire to cultivate. It will not he easy for inenibers of 
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any Country entirely to di.spossess themselves of a national character. 

I am not sure that it is our duty to do it; and I believe it is con¬ 
sistent with an oecumenical character not to do it. I think we 
may say to our dear Brethren, that we have wished to maintain, 
side by side with a national character, a truly oecumenical cha¬ 
racter—and that u'e would wish to manifest it to these Continental 
Brethren from different Countries, who have visited us upon this 
occasion. 

Bev. W. Bkvan then read the Minutes of the present Session. 

C. F, M'CAitTiiv, Ksq., moved, and Rev. James Shore se¬ 
conded,— 

*■ Tli.at the Minutes of the last d.iy, whieh have now been read, be confirmed.’' 

The llesolution was put, and carried. 

The Brethren then united in singing the 717th Hymn, Bicker- 
steth’s Christian Psalmody. 

Tile Ciiaiuman read Psalm xlvi. 

Rev. S. B. PojiKoY engaged in prayer. 

After whicli, the Brethren sang the 470th Hymn, Congregational 
Hymn Book. 

Rev. Dr. Bunting.— 1 have been rctpiestcd to deliver a brief 
address to tbe Vatbers and Bretbreu \v\\o are new assendded. 1 
feel deeply tbe delicacy and tbe responsibility of tbe duty tbat bas 
thus been devolved upon me. Perba\)s 1 shall best effect tbe object 
in view, by stating the course which, in dependence upon the 
grace of God, I intend myself to follow. Having the great object 
of Christian Union so clearly pointed out in the cvcr-memorable 
prayer of the Saviour Himself, as that by means of which the 
World is to be brought to believe, that God has sent Him as the 
Saviour of men.—I am led to think, that, in my own case, (and 
jierhaps you will think, also, in j/o//r respective cases,) one of the 
princijial results, ajiart from all u'e have heard of the direct and 
jiriniary objects that have brought us together, is this,—that we 
should desire more fervently, and lahonr more assiduously and un. 
rcniittiiigly to jironiote, the couver.siou of our fellow men, in our re¬ 
spective spheres of e.vertiou. 'I'iiis //as Iwe/i our object: hut, I 
trust, that, in my own case, during the few remaining moments, or 
years, (if I do not speak presumptuously,) in which it may please 
God to continue me here, this trill be more than ever the object of 
my prayers, and will guide mo in such efforts as my now declining 
strength may permit. 1 trust, tbat, not only eventually tbe 
World at large, but our own immediate localities, our own 
flocks, our own families, the circle of our own cbildvcu and 
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acquaintance, will feel the effect of that increased love to Christ, 
and zeal in His service, which have been excited in our minds on 
the present occasion. ^\’e must not, after all, he so Catholic in our 
Christianity, as to forget, while u'e are giving place to enlarged and 
Catholic piety—while we are seeking for a fuller manifestation of it— 
that there is a specific duty entrusted to us, the duty of building 
up the wall of God’s spiritual temple every man over against his 
own house. May God grant, to me, and to you, success in the 
fulfilment of this duty ! 

I have felt, I trust, very little difficulty in the exercise of that for¬ 
bearance and patience, u Jiich the circumstances and proceedings of 
our fleeting have often called upon us to cultivate. If ever I have, 
at any time, been tempted for a moment to anything of the reverse, 
—that temptation has often been repressed, by my asking myself, 
Vi'hcther, for Chri.st’s sake, and from love to Him, 1 ought not to 
repress every feeling of the sort, and could not do it cheerfully and 
promptly.^ Let us carry this spirit with us. May I be enabled 
to carry it out, in all the circles, whether more private or i)ublic, 
in which I may be permitted to join. Let us begin to accomplish the 
objects of our Christian I'nion immediately. Many of our Reso¬ 
lutions inculcate upon us the importance of abstaining from all bitter- 
ne.HS, and evil surmising, and all unworthy suspicion of each other. 
Something has been said, in the course of our Meeting, about con¬ 
troversy. Our lirethren have laudably and properly mentioned the 
duty and the privilege of not being asked to compromise, or even to 
conceal, their different ojnnions: yet .surely I may be permitted to 
say, it will be ;«// duty,—you will judge whether it he yourx, —to 
make a conscience of abstaining from necdlcxx controversy, and from 
unprofitahh- controversy ; and from such controversy as that, from 
which more harm to our own spirits and the spirit of t)ur friends 
may he likely to result, than benefit obtained by such a needlc.ss or 
unsea-sonablc certain evil. 

This I know is a delicate point, and one on which I feel I ought 
not, and I wish not, to dictate to another. But is it not a part <if 
onr Christian duty, to avoid needless, anil what are likely to be, on 
the whole, unprofitable controversies .> Many controversies among 
IIS, I am afraid, have been, to a great extent, personal c riitrovcrsies. 
It was thought needful to vindicate our own wounded honour ! May 
we Tiot easily go to an extreme on that point ? Are we to leave 
nothing to the Day of Judgement,—nothing to the examination and 
verdict of our Great Master ? Has He not given ns an example, 
which, in our humble measure, we may follow > I am far from 
saying we shall always find it well,—when we are assailed and mis- 
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rejireseuted, by language perhaps provoking, or by statements that 
we do not admit to be true,—to answer it “ never a word.” But 
there are seasons, when, I humbly venture to think, it has been a 
part of iny Christian duty, which I have endeavoured to discharge ; 
and it may be a part of Chri.stian duty with many of us. However, 
if controversy there must be,—if we think that conscience, and 
duty, and the interests of truth and of our fellow men, demand it, 
—let us, at all events, get rid, by God’s grace, of the hillernes.t of 
controversy ; and let us neither speak nor write the truth, in oppo¬ 
sition to any error,—if we be called to combat it,—except in tender 
love. 

But I feel I am touching a point which does not belong to me. 
I will therefore merely convey to you—what I men/ be permitted to 
express—my earnest resj>ect, my unfeigned esteem, my tender love 
for you all, and for the various Denominations you represent ; 
because you and they hold the Head, and you and they shall, in due 
time—either in this world, or in the world which is to come,—be 
of one mind, and one /iidgemenl and Indief. In the meantime, be of 
one heart, and of one a/feclion. I\[ay God bless you, my dear and 
honoured Fathers and Brethren ! IMay He accompany those of you 
who have to travel to a distance on your ivay homeward, in your 
journey ! iHay He make your reflections sweet, and pleasant, and 
prolitable! If any of you have been, though unintentionalh", 
made sore, or sad, by anything that, in the progress of the discus¬ 
sions, may have occurred,—may the Spirit of truth, and grace, and 
jieace, ett'ectually heal the wound ! And, if we be permitted ever to 
meet together again—whether in our District Divisions, or in a 
more General Conference, may it be in the fulness of that blessing 
of the Gospel of peace, of u'hich we have had so large a measure, 
I trust, bestowed upon us already ! 

Rev. Dr. Bunting then engaged in prayer, and pronounced the 
Benediction. 

The CiiAiBJiAN.—Until the Hlembers of this Alliance throughout 
the World shall consent to another Meeting, and until our God 
shall re-assemble us, I pronounce this Conference dissolved; and, 
in the name of our Heavenly Father, I affectionately and re¬ 
spectfully bid you all Farewell ! 



*** The Editors have to regret, that they have not been able*, in all cases, to 
ascertain the names of the Speakers. They fear, indeed, that, in the names given, 
Bome mistakes occur. In this, ar.d in some other resjjccts, the accuracy they de¬ 
sired could only have l)een attained by a prolonged and extensive correspondence, 
which would have delayed the appearance of the volume (alrtady protracted far 
beyond their wishes) to an indefinite pcri*)d. 



